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No.  135.  Beport  of  E.  C.  Fitzhugh,  special  agent  for  the 
Neuk-sack,  Samish,  and  Lummis  tribes 

No.  136.  Beport  of  G.  A.  Taigc,  local  agent  at  Fort  Kitsap 
reservation  — 

No.  137.  Beport  of  M.  T.  Simmons,  agent  for  Indians  of 
Puget's  Sound  district ..... 

No.  138.  Beport  of  B  C.  Fay,  local  agent  at  Penn's  cove... 

No.  139.  Beport  of  Thomas  S.  Hanna,  special  agent  for  the 
Indians  on  Puget's  Sound ........... 

No.  140.  Beport  of  W.  B.  Gosnell,  agent  for  the  Niiqually, 
Puyallup,  and  other  Indians...... 

No.  141.  Beport  of  Sidney  8.  Ford,  sr.,  special  agent  for 
Indians  in  western  district  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory   ^ ............ . 

No.  142.  Beport  of  J.  Cain,  agent  for  Indians  on  Columbia 
river,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Dalles 

No.  143.  Beport  of  A.  Townsend,  local  agent  at  White  Sal- 
mon reservation 

No.  144.  Beport  of  A  H.  Bobie,  special  agent  for  tbe  lu- 
dbuis  between  Columbia  river  and  the  Cascade 
mountains 

No.  145.  Beport  of  William  Craig,  sub-agent  for  the  Cay  uses 
and  Nez  Perc^  .. ... ........ 

No.  146.  Beport  of  W.  W.  Baymond,  sub-agent  for  the 
Indians  within  the  Astoria  district 

No.  147.  Beport  of  B.  B.  Metcalf,  agent  for  the  Indians 
within  the  Siletsaagency... 

No.  148.  Beport  of  E.  P.  Drew,  sub-agent  for  the  Indians 
within  the  Umpqua  sub-agency 

No.  149.  Beport  of  John  F.  Miller,  agent  for  the  Willamette 
tiibes  .- -. 

No.  150.  Beport  of  John  Ostrander,  teacher  of  the  Bogue 
Biver  and  Umpqua  schools 
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Indian  Affaire,  report  Commissioner,  papers  acoompany'p:— Cont'd— 
No.  161.  Report  of  Mary  C.  Ostrander,  teacher  of  Willamette 

school . 

No.  152.  Report  of  Amasa  Howe,  superintendent  of  farming 

for  Willamette  tribes 

No.  153.  Report  of  A.   P.   Dennison,  agent  for  Indians  of 

the  northeastern  diKtrict  of  Oregon.... 

No.  154.  Report  of  R.  11.  Lansdale,  agent  for  the  Plat  Head 

district 

No.  155.  Letter  from  William  Tichnor  to  Superintendent 

Nesmithy  relative  to  Smith's  River  Indians 

No.  156.  Reply  of    Superintendent  Neamith    to   William  ' 

Tichnor- - 

No.  157.  Letter  from  Brigadier  General  Clarke  to  Superin- 
tendent Nesmith ..... . .... 

No.  158.  Reply  of  Superintendent  Nesmith   to   Brigadier 

General  Clarke 

No.  159.  Letter  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Mackall  to 

Superintendent  Nesmith 

No.  160.  Order  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General   Mackall   to 

Major  Game tt 

No.  161.  Report  of  Thomas  J.  Henley,  superintendent 

No.  162.  Report  of  H.  P.  Heintzclman,  sub-agent  for  the 

Klamath  reservation 

No.  163.  Report  of  Vincent  E.  Geiger,  agent  for  the  Norac- 

liHckee  reservation .... 

No.  164.  Report  of  H  L  Ford,  sub-agent  for  the  Mendo- 
cino reservation  ..... .... 

No.  165.  Report  of  M.  B  Lewis,  sub-agent  far  the  Fresno 

farm .....  . 

No.  166.  Report  of  J.  R.  Vineyard,  agent  for  the  Indians  of 

Tejon 

No.  167.  Report  of  a  reconnaissance  through  the  country 

around  Cape  Mendocino,  by  JaiMCs  Tobin .. 

No.  168.  Letter  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Super- 
intendent Henley,  relative  to  the  concentration 
of  the  Indians  upon  the  reservations  in  Cali- 
fornia  

Indians,  during  the  year  ending  June 30,  1857.     Statementsof  the 

disbursements  of  money  and  goods  for  the  benefit  of  the 

Indian  war  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.  Letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,   transmitting  a  report  of  J. 

Ross  Browne,  on  the  subject  of  the -. ., 

Indian  affairs  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  a  report  of  J. 

Ross  Browne,  on  the  subject  of 

Indian  wars  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  ascertjun  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 

Indian  service  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  in  remote  Territories  upon 
either  side  of  the   Hocky  mountains,  &c.     Supplemental 

estimates  for  the 

Indian  affairs  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  &c.  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  corre- 
spondence and  documents  relating  to 

Indian  depredations  iu  New  Meiico.     Report  upon  claims  for 

Indians.  Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treiusury  respect- 
ing the  funds  held  in  trust  for  the  Chickasaw 

Indians.     Estimates   for   fulfilling   treaty   stipulations   with   the 

Pawnee ....... 

Indians.  Estimates  for  carrying  out  stipulations  of  agreement 
with  the  Sioux  and  Fort  Pierre 
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Indian  tribes,  payable  on  time.  Statement  of  amonnt  due  under 
treaties  with  Tarious -. 

Indians.  Statement  of  the  amount  of  stocli  held  in  trust  for  the 
Chickasaw  ..... 

Indian  reserves.  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
I^nd  Office  relative  to  the  trust  lands  on  the  . . 

Indiana.     Statement  of  the  public  lands  unsold  in  the  State  of.... 

Insane  of  the  army  and  navy  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Hospital  for  the - 

Interior  durinR  the  ^ear  ending  Juno  30,  1859.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  department  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1867.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  balances  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  Interior  Department  remaining 
on  July  1,  1857.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  exhibiting  the  operations  of  the  Interior  Department 
during  the  year  1857.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Papen  aceompanying  the  above. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions .... 

Report  of  the  Commis-ioner  of  Public  Buildings 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Government  Hospital 

for  the  Insane 

Report  of  the  Warden  of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Listrict 

of  Columbia 

Report  of  the  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  Little  Falls  bridge 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  . 

Interior,  transmitting  the  report  of  J.  Ross  Browne,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Indian  war  tn  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Inlciior.  transmitting  a  report  of  J.  Roes  Browne,  special  agent,  on 
tlie  subject  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon 
and  Washington.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  of  the  contracts  made  by  his  office  during  the 
year  1857.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  in  reference  to  the  census  of  Minnesota.  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  -. 

'Interior,  transmitting  papers  in  reference  to  certain  private  land 
claims  in  New  Mexico.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  land  dis- 
posed of  and  the  amount  undisposed  of  on  the  30th  June, 
1857.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  number  of 
suits  on  the  dockets  of  the  United  States  courts  during  the 
year  1856.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  jeport  of  F.  W.  Lander,  relative  to  the 
practicability  of  a  railroad  through  the  South  Pass.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the ......^ 

Interior,  relative  to  the  military  expedition  ordered  into  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  communicaling  the  report  of  John  Claiborne  on  the  con- 
sumption of  cotton  in  Europe.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 

Interior,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  unsold  public  lands  in  the 
States  of  Illinois  and  Indiana.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 
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Interior,  transmitting  new  scheduleg  of  pueblo  and  private  land 

claims  in  New  Mexico      Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Dubuque  to 
Sioux  City,  and  branch  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tete  des 

Morts.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the . 

Interior,  transmitting?  an  estimate  for  expenses  of  taking  the  census 

of  Minnesota  Territory.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  asking  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
penitentiary  in  the  Diutrict  oi  Columbia.  Letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the - - --.-.- 

Interior,  transmitting  information  relative  to  the  Kansas  half-breed 

reservations.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  relative  to   the   claim   of  Joseph  £.   Johnson  and  P  J. 

Wheeling.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  respecting  collections  of  Exploring  Expedition  directed  to 
be  transferred  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution    Letter  of  the 

Secretary  of  .the - 

Interior,  transmitting  the  names  and  nsidences  of  invalid  pen- 
sioners.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the - ..... 

Interior,  transmitting  estimates  for  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  &c.,  for 
the  several  district  land  offices  in  the  States  and  Territories. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  report  upon  claims  for  depredations  by 

Indians  in  New  Mexico.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  estimates  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipuhitions 

with  the  Pawnee  Indians      Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  estimates  for  the  preservation  of  peace  in  the 

northern  superin tendency.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  submitting  estimates  lor  carrying  out  Ktipulations  of  agree 
ment  with  the  Sioux  and  Fort  Pierre  Indians.     Lettor  of 

the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  a  list  of  clerks  and  other  employ68  in  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  for  the  year  1857.     Report  of 

the  Secretary  of  the - 

Ionian  Kepublic,  during  the  year  1857.     Commercial  relations  of 

the  United  States  with  the 

Iowa,  for  the  year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of 

public  lands  in  the  State  of 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron  and  sreel,  imported  annually,  from 
1847  to  1867,  with  the  duties  which  acaued  thereon  during 

each  year.     Statement  of  the  value  of 

Iron  and  steel,  annually,  from  1820  to  1857.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  the  foreign  and  exports  of  the  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  the  home  consumption  of  the  manufac- 
tures of 

Iron.  Statement  exhibiting  the  values  of  home  production  and 
importations  into  the  United  States,  from  1824  to  1857,  in- 
clusive ;  the  different  tariffs  under  which  the  production  and 
importations  were  made ;  aggregate  values  of  production 
and  importations  under  each  tariff;  increase  less  decrease  of 

the  same,  and  the  annual  average  cost  of 

Iron  and  steel,  annually,  from  1840  to  1857.  Statement  of  the 
value  of  the  imports  of  the  foreign  and  exports  of  the  foreign 
aud  domestic,  aud  the  home  consumption  of  the  manufac- 
tures of .- . 
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Kansas,  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of - 

Kansas.  Correspondence  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  United 
States-  army  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  army  in  the 
Territory  of j     2 

Kansas,  during  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  Colonel  of  Topographi- 
cal Engineers  on  the  condition  of  the  military  roads  in  the  | 
Territoryof ;     2 

Kansas,  for  the  year  1857.  Statement  of  the  leginlative  expenses  of..    10 

Kansas,  for  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by  him.  l^etter  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  asking  an  appropriation  to  reimburse  John 
W.  Geary,  late  governor  of i 12 

Kansas  half-breed  reservations.     Letter   of  the   Secretary  of  the 

Interior,  transmitting  information  relative  to  the 12 

Kansas  into  the  Union.     l/;tter  of  the  Secretary  of  Statj,  asking  an 
appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  for  the  admis-  j 
sionof  the  State  of 12 

Kansas,  certain  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by  him.     Letter  I 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to  the  repayment  to  Robert 
J.  Walker,  late  governor  of -.-.-    13 

Kansas.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  tLe  report  of 

Col.  Johnston's  survey  of  the  southern  boundary  line  of....    12 


L. 

Lakes  during  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  Colonel  of  Topographi- 
cal Eijgineeis  of  the  army  of  the  progress  in  the  survey  of 
the  northern  and  northwestern 

Land  Office  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  offi  e  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General.. ...      1 

Lands  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for  appro- 
priations for  surveying  the  public 1 

Land  Otficc,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General , 

Papert  accompanying  the  above. 

A. — Estimates  of  appropriations  required  for  salaries  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  olKce  ... 

B. — To  meet  expenses  of  collecting  revenue  from  sales  of 

public  lands 1 

C. — Appropriations  for  surveying  department 1 

D. — Appropriations  required  for  surveying  the  public  lands.      1 
E. — Appropriations   to   supply   deficiencies   for   surveying 

curing  the  last  two  fiscal  years 1 

F. — Appropriations  of  the  2,  3,  and  5  per  cent,  to  States 

therein  named. .- ..... 1 

Land  Office  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1857,  and  for  the  quarter  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1857.     Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General. 

Fapera  accompanying  the  al)Ove. 

A. — Statement  of  public  land  sold,  &c.,  in  the  first  half  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857 
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Land  Office.   Report  of  the  Coromigsioner  of  the  General— Cont'd. 

B. — Similar  statement  for  second  half  of  said  fiscal  year 

C. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  office  of  Commissioner 

of  General  Land  Office --. 

D. — Estimate  of  contingent  appropriations  for  same ... 

£. — Estimate  of  appropriatioos  for  surveying  department 

F. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  surveying  public  lands.. 

G. — Estimate  of  same  for  supplying  deficiencies 

H.  —Reports  of  surveyors  general  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments   ---. 

Jjands  prepared  for  market  and  not  advertised  on  the  SOth  Septem- 
ber, 1857.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of 

Lands  advertised  for  sale  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 
Statement  of  the  quantity  of... 

Lands  that  will  be  prepared  for  sale  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1867.     Statement  of  the  quantity  of 

Lands      Sales  and  other  disposals  of  the  public 

Lands  under  the  several  acts  of  1847,  1850,  1852,  and  1855,  on 
September  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bounty 

Lands  selected  by  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 
1849,  and  September  28,  1850,  up  to  and  ending  September 
30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  quantity  af  swamp 

Lands  granted  under  various  acts,  from  1850  to  1857,  to  the  several 
States  for  railroad  purposes.  Statement  of  the  number  of 
railroads  and  quantity  of -- 

Lands  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the 
surveying  operations  of  the  public 

Lands  selected  under  the  several  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  in  Wisconsin.  Statement  of  the 
quantity  of 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  for  the  year  1857.  Annual 
report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public. 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  for  the  year  1857. 
Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public - 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public - 

Lands  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report  of 
the  surveyor  general  of  the  public  -. . 

Lands  in  the  State  of  California  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report 
of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  Washington  for  the  year  1857.  Annual 
report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  for  the  year  1857.  Annual 
report  of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  re- 
port of  the  surveyor  general  of  the  public... .- 

Lands  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico.  Report  of  the  acting  gov- 
ernor of  the  necesbity  for  a  geological  survey  of  the  public. - 

Lands  and  private  land  claims  in  California  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1858.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  surveying 
the  public ... 

Lands  disposed  of  and  the  amount  undisposed  of  on  the  30th  June, 
1857.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  public ......... ... 
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Mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches.  Statement  of  the  amount 
of  coinage  from  their  organization,  in  1793,  to  the  end  of  the 
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the  branch 
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Mint  cf  the  United  States  and  branches  from  1804  to  1857,  inclu- 
sive. Statement  of  the  amount  of  domestic  gold  deposited 
in  the 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  at  New  Orleans.  Report  of  the  Engi- 
neer in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  branch 

Mississippi  river.  Mesfage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  copies  of  contracts  for  deei>ening  the  channels 
of  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  a  I'Outre,  at  the  mouth  of  the.. 

Mississippi  river  during  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  Colontl  of 
Topographical  Engineers  on  the  removal  of  obstructions 
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Missouri  for  the  year  1857.  Annual  report  of  the  surveyor  general 
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Nautical  Almanac  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  compiling  and 
printing  of  the *. 

Nautical  Almanac  during  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  progress 
and  condition  of  the -... 

Naval  Observatory  and  Hydrographical  Office  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the 

Naval  Academy  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  Estimates 
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Naval  Academy  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1857.  Report  of 
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several .. 

Naval  pnictice  ship  Plymouth,  during  the  yeair  1857.  Rejx)rt  of 
Commander  J.  F.  Green,  of  the  cniise  of  the 

Naval  Asylum,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement 
of  the  operations  of  the 

Navigation.     (See  Commerce  and  Navigation  ) 

Navy,  of  the  operations  of  the  navy  and  the  Navy  Department, 
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A. — List  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissals,  in  the  navy 
since  the  last  report ...... 

B. — Annual  report  cf  the  board  of  naval  officers  of  their 
examination  and  condition  of  the  Naval  Academy  at 
Annapolis,  Maryland .. .... . . 

C. — Report  of  the  superintending  engineer  of  the  coal  depot 
for  naval  purposes  at  Key  West,  Florida,  and  his 
estimate  for  its  completion 

D. — Letter  of  superintendent  of  Naval  Academy,  transmit- 
ting report  of  Commander  Green,  commandant  of 
midshipmen,  of  the  cruise  of  the  practice  ship  Preble. 

£. — Report  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Nautical  Almanac 
of  its  progress ... ..... 

F. — Report  of  Commander  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  of  the  cruise  of 
the  ordnance  ship  Plymouth.. 

No.  I.  Estimate  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 

No.  2.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  Bureau  of  Yards 
and  Docks  .- . ........... ............. 

No.  3.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  Bureau  of  Ord- 
nance and  Hydrography,  includiDg  those  of  Naval 
Observatory  and  Naval  Academy : 

No.  4.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  Bureau  of  C!onstruc- 
tion,  Equipment,  and  Repair 

No.  6.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  Bureau  of  Pro- 
visions and  Clothi  ng . . 

No.  6.  Report  and  detailed  estimates  of  Bureau  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery 

No.  7.  Report  of  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps, 
and  detailed  estimates  from  the  paymaster  and 
quartermaster  of  the  corps .. 

No.  8.  General  estimate  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  the  several  bureaus  of  the  department ... 

No.  9.  General  estimate  of  the  south  west  executive  buildiug. 

No.  10.  Summary  statement  of  the  estimates  for  the  navy, 
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No.  11.  General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
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No.  13.  General  estimate  for  special  objects  under  the 
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No.  14.  Second  Comptroller's  statement  of  the  appropria- 
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tions for  tiie  fiscal  year  1853-57 ;  repayments  and 
transfers  in  the  same  time  ;  the  amount  applicable 
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Yards  and  Docks.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Navy,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the 

Navy  Department,  daring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

Navy  yard  at  Charlestown.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
relative  to  the  purchase  of  lands  for  the  enlargement  of  the. 

Nebraska,  during  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  Colonel  of  Topo- 
graphical  Engineers  on  the  condition  of  the  military  roads 
in  the  Territory  of . . 

New  Granada,  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 

New  Mexico  for  tbe  year  1857.  Annual  report  of  the  Surveyor 
General  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of.... ......... 

New  Mexico.  A  list  of  the  grants  of  land  by  the  Spanish  and 
Mexican  governments  in  the  Territory  of 

New  Mexico.  Report  of  the  acting  governor  for  the  necessity  for  a 
geological  survey  of  the  Territory  of - -. 

New  Mexico.  Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting 
papers  in  reference  to  certain  private  land  claims  in.. 

New  Mexico.     New  schedules  of  pueblo  and  private  land  claims  in. 

New  Mexico.     Report  upon  claims  for  Indian  depredations  in  ..... 

Nicaragua.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative 
to  the  seizure  of  General  William  Walker  and  his  followers 
in 

Nicaragua  had  made  no  complaint  on  account  of  the  arrest  of  Gen. 
William  Walker  and  his  followers.  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  oommnnicating  a  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  the  government  of .. ... 

Nicaragua  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 

Norway  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  Sweden  and  ........ .... ...... 

Norwegian  barque  **  Ellen."  Letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
recommending  an  appropriation  to  refund  the  amount  paid 
for  repairs  of  the .. 


0. 

Offers  and  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails,  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  Post  Office  Department  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the 

Oldenburg  during  tbe  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  tbe 
United  States  with 

Ordnance  for  the  service  of  the  army  during  tbe  year  ending  June 
30,1859.     Estimates  of  the  colonel  of 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography  during  the  year  ending  June  30.  1859. 
Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Bureau  of. 
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Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  for  the  navy  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
cliase  of 

Ordnance  of  the  United  States  army  of  the  operations  of  his 
department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Annual 
report  of  the  Colonel  of.... . 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  diBtrib«|ied  to  the  militia  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1 857.     S&tement  of 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  issued  to  the  army  and  the  several 
military  posts  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857 
Statemen  t  of  the . 

Ordnance  and  Hydrography  of  the  navy  of  the  operations  of  his 
bureau  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Report  of 
the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 


A. — For  pay  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  bureau 

B. — For  pay  of  officers  on  ordnance  duty .... 

C. — For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 

Special. — For  arming  five  propeller  sloops-of-war 

F. — For  the  purchase  of  articles  and  incidental  expenses 
connected  with  the  Naval  Observatory  and  Hydro- 
graphical  Office 

G. — For  the  pay  of  superintendent  and  officers  on  duty  at 
the  Naval  Observatory  and  Hydrographical  Office 

H. — For  the  erection,  repair,  &c.,  of  buildings,  and  for  con- 
tingent expenses  at  the  Naval  Asylum 

I. — For  the  pay  of  officers,  &c.,  at  the  Naval  Academy 

J. — For  Nautical  Almanac 
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Oregon  for  the  year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the  Surveyor  General 

of  public  lands  for  the  Territory  of 2 

Oregon  for  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  Ck)lonel  of  Topographical 
Engineers  on  the  condition  of  the  military  roads  in  the  Ter- 
ri tory  of.. .--- - ... ............ 

Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  transmitting  a  report  of  J.  Ross  Browne,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Indian  war  in -. 9 

Oregon  aud  Washington.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
transmitting  a  report  of  J.  Boss  Browne,  special  agent,  on 
the  subject  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Territories  of.. •     9 

Oiegon  and  Washington  Territories.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  commissioners  to  ascertain 
the  expenses  incurred  in  the  Indian  wars  in 9 

Oregon  and  Washington  Territories,  &c.    Message  of  the  Prefcident 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  correspondence  and  docu-  ' 
ments  relating  to  Indian  affiiirs  in '   12 

Oregon  and  Washington  Territories      Message  of  the  President  of  | 

the  United  States,  transmitting  geological  survey  of 13  j 


Pacific  coast  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1859.     Supplemental  es- 
timates for  the  Indian  service  on  the ..'  11 

Papal  States  during  the  year   1857.     Commercial  relations  of  the 

United  States  with  tlie - |     6 

Passengers  arriving  in  the  Unite<l  States,  by  scii,  from  foreign  coun  • 
tries  during  the  year  lb57.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  I 
of  Stateof I     9 

Pappreniza,  an  Austrian  subject.     lietter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  '         ] 
relative  lo  the  claim  of  Michael 3  i. 
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Paraguay.  Mr.  Marcy  to  Lieut.  Page,  relative  to  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 

Paraguay.  Commander  Page  to  Mr  Dobbin,  relative  to  the  tiring 
into  the  United  States  steamer  Water  Witch  by  oMer  of  the 
go vem men t  of.. ... ......... 

Paraguay.  Lieutenant  Jeifers  to  Commander  Page — official  ac- 
count of  the  firing  into  the  United  States  steamer  Water 
Witch  by  order  of  the  government  of 1 

Paraguay.  Commander  Page  to  Mr.  Toucey,  relative  to  the  firing 
into  the  United  States  steamer  Water  Witch  by  order  of  the 
government  of. .. 

Patents  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the  year  1857.  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of 

Patents  have  expired  during  the  year  1857,  with  their  inventions 
and  class.  An  alphabetical  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
whose .- ^ 

Patents  for  inventions  that  have  expired  during  the  year  1857.  A 
classified  list  of  the  ... ... . .... 

Patents  for  designs  have  expired  during  the  year  1857.  An  alpha- 
l>etical  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  whose 

Patents  for  inventions  or  discoveries,  and  for  designs,  have  been 
granted  during  the  year  1857.  An  alphabetical  list  of  per- 
sons to  whom --- 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries  granted  during  the  year 
1857.     A  classified  list  of  the  ...I 

Patents  granted  during  the  year  1857.     A  list  of  reissues  of 

Patents  entered  during  the  year  1857.     A  list  of  disclaimers  of 

Patent  extensions  granted  during  the  year  1857.     A  list  of  ... 

Patents  for  designs  granted  during  the  year  1857.     A  list  of .. 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveiies  issued  during  the  year  1857. 
Description  and  claims  for 

Patent  Oftice  for  reception  of  models.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  letters  relative  to  fit- 
ting up  of  a  portion  of  the  old .. 

Patents  for  inventions  were  reissued  in  the  year  1857.  Claims  for 
which - 

Patents  were  granted  during  the  year  1857.  Claims  to  additional 
improvements  for  which 

Patents  granted  in  the  year  1857.     Claims  for  extensions  of .. 

Patents  were  granted  in  the  year  1857.  Claims  for  designs  for 
which 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries  issued  during  the  year  1857. 
Illustrations  of  the  descriptions  and  claims  of 

Patents  for  inventions  and  discoveries  issued  during  the  year  1857. 
Illustrations  of  the  descriptions  and  claims  of 

Patent  Oftice  for  reception  of  models.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  letters  relative  to  the 
fitting  upof  a  portion  of  the  old 

Pawnee  Indians.  Estimates  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
the 

Paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 
Estimates  of  the ..  — 

Paymaster  Qenend  of  the  United  States  army  of  the  operations  of 
his  department  during  the  year  ending  Juno  30,  1857.  An- 
nual report  of  the 

Penitentiary,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1857.     Annual  report  of  the  Warden  of  the.. 

Penitentiary,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Letter  from  the  War- 
den, transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the 

Penitentiary,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year  ending  Sei> 
tembor  30,  1857.     Annual  report  of  the  Wanien  of  the 
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Peoitentiarj,  in  the  District  of  Colambia.  Additional  appropria- 
tions required  for  the  support  of  the 

Pensions  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1869.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  ....... . ...... 

Pensions,  showing  the  operations  of  bis  department  for  the  year 
ending  Jane  30,  1857.     lieport  of  the  Commissioner  of.... . 

Papert  mocompatifimg  Ae  dbooe  npori, 

A. — ^Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  original 
claims  for  army  pensions,  and  applications  for  in- 
crease of  those  previously  granted,  and  tbc  aggregate  j 
annual  amount  of  the  same  in  the  different  Stitcs 
and  Territories  for  fbe  year  ending  June  30,  1857 

B  — ^Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  of  arrears  of 
pension  allowed  in  the  different  States  and  Territo- 
ries for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857 ... 

C. — Tabular  statement  of  the  number  of  army  pensioners 
on  the  rolls,  and  aggregate  yearly  amount  of  their 
pensions,  on  the  30th  June,  1857 

D. — ^Tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  paid  to  army 
pensioners  in  the  different  States  and  Territories  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1857 

E — ^Tabular  statement  of  balance  of  funds  in  the  hands  of 
agents  for  paying  army  pensioners  in  the  different 
States  and  Territories  on  the  30th  June,  1857 ... 

F. — ^Tabular  statement,  having  exclusive  reference  to  navy 
pensions,  and  showing -- 

1.  The  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  applications, 

and  number  of  claims  for  increase  of  pensions  ad- 
mitted during  the  last  fiM»l  year 

2.  The  number  on  the  rolls  in  the  several  States  and  Terri- 

tories June  30,  1857,  and  the  aggregate  amount  of 
their  pensions -  ... - 

3.  Tbc  amount  paid  in  the  several  States  and  Territories 

during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857 

4.  The  k)alaDCC8  in  the  hands  of  agents  in  the  several  States 

and  Territories  June  SO,  1857 

Peiisions  under  the  various  acts  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1857.     Statement  of  the  amount  paid  in  the  several  States 

and  Territories  for  ai-my 

Pensions  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the 

amount  paid  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  for  navy  .. 
Pensions  in  the  different  States  and  Territories.     Statement  of  the 

balances  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying  army...... 

rensions  in  the  different  States  and  Territories.     Statement  of  the 

balances  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying  navy 

Pensions  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of 

Pensioners  on  the  rolls  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  June 

30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  number  of  army , 

Pensioners  on  the  rolls  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  June 

30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  number  of  navy .., 

Pensioners  on  the  roVls  since  March  3,  1849.     Repoitof  the  nani«8, 

residences,  and  pension  per  annum,  of  all  the  invalid 

Persia  during  the  year  1857.      Commercial  relations  of  the  United 

States  with . .. 

Persia.     Treaty  between  the  United  States  and • 

Peru  during  the  year  1857.      Commercial  relations  of  the  United 

States  with 

Portugal  during  the  year   1857.      Commercial  relations  of    the 

United  States  with 
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Po8t4ige  derived  therefrom.  Letter  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
transmitting  copies  of  contracts  for  carrying  the  mails  to 
foreign  countries,  and  a  statement  of  the  amount  of 

Postage  received,  incidental  expenses  of  pest  offices,  and  for  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  hy  States  and  Territories.  Statement 
of  the  amount  of — 

Postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  France 

Postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Hamburg 

Postmaster  General,  relative  to  returns  for  box  rents  for  the  year 
1857.     Letter  of  the 

Postma  ter  General,  asking  farther  legislation  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  ocean  mails  to^  Bremen  and  Havre,  and  rela- 
tive to  those  between  New  York  and  Liverpool.    Letter  of  the. 

Postmaster  General,  tr^msmitting  information  in  regard  to  adver- 
tisements for  mail  proposals.     Letter  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  during  the 
year  1857.     Report  of  the 

Papers  aeeompanyhtg  the  above  report, 

A. — Aggregate  amount  of  postages — inland,  sea,  and  for- 
eign— on  letters  and  other  mailable  matter  received 
and  sent  by  the  United  States  steamship  lines  during 
tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1857 

B. — United  States  mail  service  abroad,  as  in  openition  Sep- 
tember 30,  1857 

C. — Statement  of  the  sums  paid  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1857,  and  deductions,  as  fines,  on  tbe  New  York 
and  Liverpool,  New  York  and  Chagres,  and  the  As- 
toria and  Panama  lines..... '.. 

D. — Postal  convention  between  the  United  States  and  France. 

Hevenue  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1857 

Number  and  amount  of  money  orders  issued  in  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  every  fifth 
year,  commencing  with  1840 

Ocean  steamship  and  foreign  mail  arrangements ....... 

City  ]X)sts  delivery  of  letters  in  Boston,  New  York,  and 
Philadelphia 

Express  agents,  f<>r  providing  more  effectually  for  the  regu- 
lar and  safe  transmission  of  the  mails  conveyed  on 
railroads 

Mail  route  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans... ...... 

Mail  service  on  the  Mississippi  river  below  the  Ohio..... 

Settlement  of  the  claim  o*  George  Chorpenning,  jr ... 

Overland  mail  servi(  e  to  California 

Report  of  William  H.  Dundas,  Second  Assistant  Postmaster 
General - 

Report  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post  Oflice 

Department 1 

Postmaster  General,   for  tbe  year   1^57.     Annual   report  of  the 

Second  Assistant 
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Papers  aceompanying  the  above. 

A. — Table  of  mail  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 
B. — Number  of  mail  routes,  mail  contractors,  route  agents, 

local  agents,  and  mail  messengers,  June  30, 1857 

C. — Mail  service  in  the  New  Eugland  section,  as  in  operation 

September  30, 1857 
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f*08tma6ter  General.  Annual  report  of  the  Second  AfsiHtant — Con. 
C. — Mail  service  in  the  New  York  section,  as  in  operation 

September  30, 1857 

D.  and  E. — Railroad  service,  as  in  operation  June  30  and 

September  30, 1857 

F. — Steamboat  service,  as  in  operation  September  30, 1857.. 

Fostmaster  General,  transmitting  copies  of  contracts  made  for  car- 
rying tlie  mails  to  foreign  countries,  and  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  postage  therefrom.    Letter  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  asking  an  appropriation  for  temporary  clerk  ) 
hire.    Letter  of  the - ^ | 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  list  of  clerks  and  other  persons 
employed  in  the  Post  Office  De]>aitment  for  the  year  1857. 
Letterof  the 

Postmaster  General,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  fints  and  de- 
ductions from  the  pay  of  mail  contractors  for  failures  to 
deliver  the  mail  during  the  year  1857.     Report  of  the 

Postmaster  General,  tranemittiug  e!)timates  for  the  nudl  service  for 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.     Letter  of  the .. 

Postmaster  General,  transmittiog'  estimates  for  mail  service  to  for- 
eign countries  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Letterof  the 

Postmaster  General,  trar«smitting  a  statement  of  the  offers  and  con- 
tracts for  carrying  the  mail  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1867.     Report  of  the 

Post  OflSce  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  fur  the  support  of  the.-..- -. 

Post  offices  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857.  Report  of 
the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  progress  in  the  construction  of 
the.- 

Post  Office  Deimrtment  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcasi.  y,  transmitting  an  esti- 
mate for  an  appropriation  for  deficit-ucy  for  the.- 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1856, 
and  June  30,  1857.  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  copies  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
the 

Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  1857.  Report  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  giving  a  statement  of  the  expendituie  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the . , 

Post  offices.  Statement  of  the  appropriation,  cost  of  site,  date  of 
contract,  contract  price,  and  date  of  completion  of  the 

Post  office  extension  during  the  year  1857  Report  of  the  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  progress  in  the  erection  of  the 

Preemption  laws.  Further  legislation  recommended  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Lands,  in  reference  to  the  operation  of 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  regula- 
tions adopted  by  the  United  {States  commissioner  for  the 
government  of  the  consular  courts  in  China.  Message  of  the. 

President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  ac- 
companying documents  and  reports.  Annual  message  of  the 

Docummtt  and  reports  accompanying  the  above. 
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Mr.  Marcy  to  Lieut.  Page,  June  2,  1854 . 

Lieut.  Page  to  Mr.  Marcy,  October  17,  1864 

Lieut.  Page  to  Mr.  Marcy,  November  6,  1854 

Lieut.  Page  to  Mr.  Falcon,  October  16,r  1854 

Mr.  Falcon  to  Commander  Page,  October  21,  1854 

Commander  Page  to  Mr.  Dobbin,  February  5,  1855.. 
Lieut.  Jeflers  to  Commander  Page,  February  2,  1855. 
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President  of  the  United  States  on  the  state  of  the  Union- 
Commander  Page  to  BAr.  Marcy,  January  28,  1856. 

Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Fitzpatrick.  August  6,  1856 

Mr.  Vaaquez  to  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  November  8,  1856 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  to  Mr   Vauqu^^z.  November  10,  1856 

Mr.  Vasquez  to  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  November  16  1856 , 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  to  Mr.  Vaaquez,  November  18,  1856 

Mr.  Vasquez  to  Mr.  Fitzpatriik,  November  26,  1856 

Commander  Page  to  Mr  I'oucey,  August  4,  1857. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  showing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Interior  Department  daring  the  year  1857. 
(See  Interior) . 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  Qeneral 
William  Walker  and  his  followers  in  Nicaragua.  Message 
from  the .- 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion  of  Minnesota  to  the  Senate.     Message  of  the , 

President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  St  tte  that  the  government  of  Nicaragua  had 
made  no  complaint  on  account  of  the  arrest  of  Qeneral 
William  Walker  and  his  followers.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Slates,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  conven- 
tion'between  the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Denmark 
for  the  discontinuance  of  the  So:md  dues.     Message  of  the., 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  referince  to  the  census  of  Minnesota. 
Message  of  tlie 

President  of  the  Unit4;d  States,  transmitting  official  information 
and  correspondence  relative  to  the  execution  of  Col.  Crabb 
and  his  associates     Message  of  the .,. 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  reports  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  of  War,  of  the  Interior,  and  of  the  Attorney 
General,  relative  to  the  military  expedition  ordered  into  the 
Territory  of  Utah.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  proceedings 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1855,  to  improve  the  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  to  codify  the  same.  Message  of 
the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  correspondence  between 
the  late  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  Qeneral  John  E.  Wool. 
Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Carson  s  Valley,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  terri- 
torial government  over  them.     Message  of  the. .... 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  correspondence  and 
documents  relating  to  Indian  affairs  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington Territories,  &c.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  relative  to  attacks  upon  United  States  vessels  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the  coast  of  Cuba.     M  :S8age  of  the  .. 

President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  probable  termination 
of  Mormon  troubles  in  Utah  Territory.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  contracts  for 
deepening  the  channels  of  Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  k  I'Outre, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  calling  the  atteution  of  C<  ngress  to 
the  condtiion  of  the  treasury,  and  recommending  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  session  of  (Congress.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  geulugical  survey  of 
Oregon  and  Washington  Territories.     Message  of  the 
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PlraddeDt's  Hoaso.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative 

to  an  appropriation  for  lighting  the 

Private  land  claims.    Relative  to 

Private  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  granted  by  the 

Spanish  and  Mexican  governmentfi      A  list  of  the 

Private  land  claims  in  New  Mexico.     Letter  of  the  Secret  iry  of  the 

Interior,  traosmitting  papers  in  reference  to  certain. .... 

Private  land  claims  in  New  Mexico.  New  ecliedules  of  pueblo  and. 
Provisions  exported  annually,  from  1821  to  1857.  Stateioent  of  the 

value  of  the  breadstuffs  and 

Provisions  and  Clothing  of  the  navy  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  ) 

1869.     Estimates  for  the  suppi >rt  of  the  Bureau  of | 

Provisions  and  ClothiuK  of  the  navy,  of  the  operntions  of  hij*  bureau 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857.     Report  of  the 

chief  of  the  Bureau  of 

Papen  accompanying  the  above  report. 

A. — Estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  bureau  for  the  fiiical 
year 

B. — Estimate  for  provisions  for  tbe  navy  for  the  fi^ail  year.. 

C. — Estimate  for  contingent  for  the  navy  for  the  tiscal  year. 

D. — Statement  showing  the  value  of  provisions,   clothing, 
and  small  stiires  on  hand 

£. — Statement  showing  the  value  of  shipments  made  by  the 
bureau  to  foreign  stations . 

F. — Abstract  of  propobal8  rea^ived  for  navy  supplies 

Q. — Statement  showing  the  cost  of  provisions,  clothing,  and 
small  stores  condemned . ..... 

H. — Abstract  of  proposals  received  for  clothing  and  clothing 
materials 

I  — Abstract  of  propiwals  received  for  small  stores 

K. — Abstract  of  pr  posals  received  for  salt-water  soap,  can- 
dles, &c 

L  — ^Abrttract  of  proposals  received  for  beef  and  pork 

M.— Abstract  of  pro|X)8al6  received  for  fresh  beef  and  vege- 
tables   

N. — Abstract  of  prop«  ^sals  received  for   transportation   of 
stores  -  ....    .... .... .. 

0. — Statement  of  contracts  made  during  the  year  by  the 

bureau 

Prussia,  during  the  year  lb57.    Commercial  relations  of  the  United 

States  with 

Public  buildings,  grounds,  &c  ,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  ) 

1869.     Estimate  for  apprupriiitioUK  for J 

Public  debt  on  the  Ist  July,  1857.     stntement  of  the  amount  of  [ 

the f 

Public  debt  on  the  3d  March,  1857.     dtutemeut  of  the  amount  of 

the 

Public  debt  on   the    17th  November,  1857.     Statement   of  the) 

amount  outstanding  <!f  tbe | 

Public  buildings  coi  fide<l  to  the  charge   of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment.   Report  of  tbe  engineer  in  charge  of  consti uctiou  of.. 
Public  buildings  constructed,  or  in  course   of  construction,  since 

1850,  for  which  appropriations  have  l)eeo  made.    Liht  of 

Public  buildings  petitioned  for  by  citizens  and  members  of  Congress 

for  which  no  appi opnutions  have  been  made.      List  of 

Public  build  ugs,  of  the  o^teraiiuns  of  hi^  othce  during  the  year 

ending  June  30,  1867.      Annual   report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of . .. .. .. 

Public  Buildings,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.    Statement 

of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Jommibsioncr  of.... 
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Public  Buildings  of  the  oontracts  made  by  big  oflSce  daring  the 
year  1857.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  traos- 
mltting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of—..* 


Qoartermaster  General  for  the  service  of  the  army  daring  the  year 

ending  June  30,  1859.     Estimates  of 

Quartermaster  General  of  the  United  States  army  of  the  operations 

of  his  department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 

Ueport  of  the ....... . .. 

Quartermaster  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1859.     Estimates  of  the 


Bailroad  through  the  South  Taa.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  transmitting  a  report  of  F.  W.  Lander  relative  to 
the  practicability  of  a 

Bailroad  from  Dubuque  to  Sioux  city  and  branch  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Tete  des  Morts.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, relative  to  the  oonstruction  of  a . ... . 

Bailroads  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1857.  Statement  of  the 
capital  paid  in,  net  income,  annual  interest  on  debt,  and 
available  income  of  the 

Bailroads  under  various  acts  from  1850  to  1857.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of  lands  granted  to  the  several  States  for 

Bailroads  of  the  West.  Statement  of  the  length,  transportation  of 
freight  and  passengers  on  the  various 

Bailroads  in  operation  on  the  30th  of  June  and  30th  of  September, 
1857 .     Statement  of  the  mail  service  by  the .... 

Banchos  in  California  that  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  the  court 
of  last  resort.     Tabular  statement  showing  the 

Beceipts  of  the  government  from  customs,  public  lands,  and  all 
other  sources,  from  the  beginning  of  the  government 
June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  amount  of  the 

Beceipts  and  expenditures  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1857. 
Statement  of  the . . ... ... 

Beceipts  and  expenditures  of  collecting  the  customs  in  the  Pacific 
from  July,  1850,  to  June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the 

Beceipts  and  expenditures  of  marine  hospital  fund  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.    Staiemeutof  the 

Beceipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office  I  epartment  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Beport  of  the  Auditor  of  the 
Trej  sury  for  the  Post  Office  Department  of  the 

Beceipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  during  the  quarter 
ending  September  30,  1857 .     Statement  of  the 

Beceipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1857.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  the 

Beciprocity  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  expenses  of  the  commis- 
sion under  the . .. 

Becruits  fur  the  army  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 
Statment  of  the  number  of 

Begister  of  the  Treasury  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1857.     Annual  report  of  the , 

Begister  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  sutement  of  balances  on 
the  books  of  his  office  remaining  unsettled  more  than  three 
years  prior  to  July  1,  1867.     Beport  of  the 

Besignations  in  the  navy  during  the  year  1857.     Statement  >  f  th«. 
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BeveDTifi  UwB.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to 
a  revi.ioQ  and  codification  of  tbe...... — ............... 

Bice  exported  annually  fiom  1821  to  1857,  inclusive.  Statement 
of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 

Rivers  and  harbors  of  the  Atlantic  coast  during  the  year  1857. 
Report  of  the  colonel  of  engiueers,  in  relation  to  the  im- 
provement of --•-- 

Rivers.     Statfinent  of  the  navigable  length  of  the  western 

Roads  in  the  Teriitory  of  Mii^nesota  during  the  year  1857.  Report 
of  the  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  on  the  condition 
of  the  military 

Roads  in  the  Territ<irie8  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  for  the  year  1857. 
Report  of  the  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  on  the 
condition  of  the  military 

Roads  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington  during  the  year 
1857.  Rep<jrt  of  the  Colonel  of  Topographical  Engineers  on 
the  condition  of  the  military  . — 

Road  from  Fort  Defiance  to  the  Colorado  river.  Letter  of  the  j 
Secretary  of  War,  relative  to  wagon - ( 

Rossia  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with 


Sandwich  Islands  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of 
the  United  States  with  the 

Sardinia  during  ihe  year  1857.  Commeicial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with 

Saxony  during  the  yiar  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the  Unit«xi 
States  with 

Seamen  at  Havana.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  transmitting 
communications  relative  to  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision for  the  care  of  destitute  and  sick  American 

SeameOf  during  the  year  1857.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  tbe  marine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  the 
sick  and  disabled . ................. 

Seamen  registered  in  the  several  poits  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1857.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  transmitting  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of 
American.......... . . .... . 

Secretary  of  the  Senate.  Estimate  for  appropriations  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1859,  for  the  support  of  the  office  of 
the 

Silk,  from  1840  to  1857,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the  value  of  the 
impoitfi  and  exports  of  the  foreign  and  domestic,  and  the 
home  consumption  of 

Silver  coins.  Report  of  the  director  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
States  of  the  fineness  and  value  of  certain  foreign 

Silver  deposited  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches,  and 
assay  office,  from  1841  to  1857,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of ........ . 

Silver  coinage  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States  and  branches,  and 
assay  office,  from  1793  to  1857,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of , 

Smithsonian  Institution.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
respecting  collections  of  exploring  expedition,  directed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  . . . -. 

Smithsonian  Institution.  Statement  of  the  stoclLS  held  in  trust  fur 
tbe  benefit  of  the - ... .... 

Solicitor  of  the  Trcasuiy,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1867.     Annual  report  of  the 
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Sound  does.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stats  trans- 
mittiDg  a  copy  of  the  convention  between  the  Unite  t  States 
and  the  King  of  Denmark  fur  the  didoontinnance  of  the  .... 

Sound  dues.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  enclosing  letters 
calling  attention  to  the  necessity  of  an  appropriation  to  meet 
the  interest  on  the  sum  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  Denmark 
for  the  discontinuance  of  the  ...... • 

Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  i  I'Outre,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  trans- 
mitting copies  of  contracts  for  deepening  the  channels  of  the. 

South  pass.  Report  of  F.  W.  Lander  relative  to  the  practicability 
of  a  railroad  through  the 

Spain  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the  United 
States  with 

State,  relative  to  the  number  of  troops  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Lite  war  with  Great  Britain.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  relative  to  the  explorations  of  Amoor  river.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of ..- 

State,  asking  an  appropriation  to  reimburse  John  W.  Qeary,  late 
governor  of  Kansas,  for  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by 
him.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  compensation  of  J.  P.  Cook 
for  services  as  United  States  marshal  to  the  consular  court 
at  (Janton.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

Slate,  asking  an  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Kansas  into  the  Union.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  tr.insmitting  communications  relative  to  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  the  care  of  the  destitute  and  sick 
American  seamen  at  Havana.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  during  the  year  ending  June  SO.  1859.  Estimate  for  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Department  of 

State,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Stite  Department  and  foreign  intercourse  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.     Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of 

State,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  American  seamen 
registered  in  the  several  ports  of  the  United  States  during 
the  year  ending  tjeptember  30,  1857.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of 

State,  for  an  appropriation  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  his  Depart- 
ment, copies  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  from  1776  to 
1783.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Michael  Fapprenitza.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of -. 

State,  that  the  government  of  Nicaragua  had  made  no  complaint 
to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  arrest  of  William 
Walker  and  hid  followers.     L:tter  of  the  Secretary  of...... 

State,  reoommendinj^  an  appropriati  n  be  made  or  compensation 
of  R.  C.  Murpby,  late  consul  at  Shanghai,  for  judicial  ser- 
vices, &c.    Letter  of  the  secretary  of 

State,  transmitting  a  lldt  of  clerks  and  others  employed  in  the  State 
Department.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of ........ 

State,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  expenses  gnr.>wiug  out  of  the 
recipi-ocity  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of . ... 

State,  enclosing  letters  Oilling  attention  to  the  necesbity  of  an  ap- 
propriation to  meet  tbc  Interest  on  the  sum  stipula*ed  to  be 
paid  to  Denmark  for  the  diecontinuance  of  the  Sjund  dues. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of -. ..- 

State,  recommending  an  appropriation  to  refund  the  amouut  paid 
for  repairs  of  the  Norwegian  barque  ^*  Ellen."  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of ..•••.......... 
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State,  transmlttiiig  a  statement  of  the  number,  sex,  age,  and  ooco- 
pation  of  paoengen  arriring  in  the  United  Htate,  by  sea, 
from  foreign  oountrles  daring  the  year  1857.  Annoai  report 
of  the  Secretary  of. - 

State,  relative  to  the  military  expedition  ordered  into  the  Territory 
of  Utah.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of 

State,  relaUve  to  the  repayment  to  Robert  J.  Walker,  late  gOTemor 
of  KanMC,  certain  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  by  him. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of..... 

Steamboats.    Fifth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of 

Steamboat  disasters  on  the  western  riyers  during  the  year  ending 
June  SO,  1857.     Statement  of  the 

Steamboats  in  operaticm  on  the  30th  September,  1867.  Statement 
of  the  moil  service  by 

Steam  and  sailing  vessels  engaged  in  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  viee  verm,  and  those  (steam  vessels)  in 
contemplation.  Statement  of  tonnage,  crews,  and  aggre- 
gate entered  and  cleared  during  the  year  ending  June  SO, 
1857,  of  American  and  French...... 

Steel,  annually,  from  1840  to  1867.  Statement  of  the  value  of  the 
imports  of  the  foreign  and  exports  of  the  foreign  and  domes- 
tic, and  the  home  consumption  of  the  manu£actures  of...... 

Stocks  of  the  United  States,  to  March  3.  1857.  Statement  when 
red«'emab]e ;  the  amount  redeemed  and  Texas  debt  paid ;  the 
amount  of  interest  to  maturity  ;  and  the  amount  saved  by 
anticipating  the  day  of  payment  of  the..... 

Stocks  held  In  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians.  State- 
ment of  the.. . . • — . — . ........ 

Stocks  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Statement  of  the 

Suits  on  dockets  of  clerks  of  the  United  States  courts  during  the 
year  1856.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  trans- 
mitting a  tabular  statement  showiDg  the 

Superintendent  of  Public  Printing.  Estimate  of  appropriations  for 
support  of  the  office  and  for  paper  required  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1859,  by  the 

Surgeon  General  for  the  service  of  the  army  during  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1859.      Estimates  of  the 

Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States  army  of  the  operations  of  his 
department  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Annual 
report  of  the............ . . .. 

Survey  of  the  Creek  Indian  boundary  line.  Reports  of  Captains  Sit- 
greaves  and  Woodruff  of  the 

Survey  of  the  southern  boundary  line  of  Kansas.  Letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  transmitting  Colonel  Johnston's  report  of 
the 

Survey  of  the  southern  boundary  line  of  Kansas.  Report  of  Colonel 
JohuKton's...... 

Surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota 
for  the  year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa  for  the 
year  1857.    Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri for  the  year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  for  the 
year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the 
year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the 

Surveyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Florida  for  the  year 
1857.     Annual  report  of  the 
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Sonreyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  California  for  the 
year  1867.     Annual  report  of  the 

Suryeyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon  for  the 
year  1857.     Annual  reportof  the ... 

Suryeyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Washington  for 
the  year  1857.     Annual  reportof  the 

Suryeyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  for 
the  year  1857      Annual  report  of  the 

Suryeyor  general  of  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas  for  the 
year  1857.     Annunl  reportof  the 

Suryeyor  general  for  the  Territory  of  Utah.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  relatiye  to  the  oompensaUon  of  the 

Swamp  lands  selected  by  the  several  States  under  the  acts  of  Bfarch 
2,  1849,  and  September  29,  1850.  Statement  of  the  quan- 
tity of 

Sweden  and  Norway  during  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations 
of  the  United  States  with 

Switserland  during^  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 


Tarifis  of  the  United  States  of  1846  and  1857.  Comparatiye  state- 
ment of  the • 

Territories  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  governments  of  the... 

Texas  debt  paid  since  March  3,  1857.  Statement  of  the  amount 
redeemed  and  the  amount  of  interest  to  maturity  of  the 

Tobacco  exported  annually  from  1821  to  1857,  inclusive.  State- 
ment of  the  quantity  and  value  of  the. ............ .. 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  registered  and  licensed  annually, 
from  1789  to  1857.     Statement  of  the 

Tonnage  employed  in  steam  navigation  each  year,  registered,  en- 
rolled, and  licensed.     Statement  of  the 

Tonnage  employed  in  foreign  and  domestic  exports  and  imports, 
exclusive  of  specie,  from  1821  to  1857.  Statement  of  the 
amount  of . 

Tonnage  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  cleared 
from  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  number 

Tonnage  and  crews  of  American  and  foreign  veffsels  which  entered 
the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  number 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  arriving  from  and  depart- 
ing to  each  foreign  country  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1857.     Statement  of  the 

Tonnage  of  vessels  that  entered  into  each  State  and  Territory 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the 
number,  crews,  and 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  cleared  from  each 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  number,  crews,  and 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreigrn  vessels  which  entered  each  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  daring  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1857      Statement  of  the  number,  crews  and 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  departed  from  each 
district  of  the  United  Stat^.'s,  and  the  countries  to  which  they 
cleared,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1858.  Statement 
of  the  number  and 

Tonnage  of  American  and  foreign  vessels  which  entered  the  several 
districts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  countries  from  whence 
they  arrived,  during  ihe  year  1857.  Statement  of  the  num- 
ber and 
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Tonnage  of  the  several  districts  of  the  United  States  on  June  30, 
1867.     Statement  of  the 

Tonnage  of  vessels  built  in  each  State  and  Territory  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1857.     Statement  of  the  number  and. 

Tonnage  of  the  United  States,  and  the  proportion  employed  in  ihe 
whale  fishery,  cod  fishery,  mackerel  finery,  and  the  coast- 
ing traie,  from  1815  to  1857,  inclusive.  Comparative  state- 
ment of  the ........... 

Topographical  Engineers  of  the  ai  my  of  the  operations  of  his  de- 
partment, and  on  the  condition  of  the  improvements  of  the 
harbors  on  the  northern  and  western  lakes  and  the  western 
rivers  during  the  year  1857.     Report  of  the  Colonel  of 

Treasury,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1859.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the. 

IVeasury,  for  appropriations  specific  and  indefinite,  which  may  be 
required  for  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1858,  made  by  former  acts  of  Congress.  State* 
mentof  the  Register  of  the 

Treasury  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859.  Esti- 
mates for  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the ..... 

Treasury  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Estimates  for 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  independent. — 

T^Deasury  on  the  condition  of  the  fioances  of  the  government  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the. ..... .... ................ 


BqporU  and  docummU  accompanying  the  above  rqnrt. 

No.  1.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1857 

No.  2.  Statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30, 
1857 

No.  3.  Statement  exhibiting  the  exportations  from  and  im- 
portations into  the  United  States  of  certain  arti- 
cles during  the  quarter  ending  September  30, 
1857 

No.  i.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  importations 
annually,  from  July  1,  1849,  to  1857;  the 
amount  of  customs  of  each  year,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  collection  during  the  same  period 

No.  5.  Statement  exhibiting  the  expenses  of  collection  in 
the  Pacific  ports  from  July  1,  1850,  to  June  30, 
1857 

No.  6.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  public  debt  on 
the  1st  July,  1857 ;  the  amount  paid  and  re- 
deemed since,  and  the  amount  outstanding  No- 
vember 17,  1857 

No.  7.  Statement  exhihitirg  the  amount  of  the  public  debt 
on  the  3d  March,  1857 ;  the  amount  redeemed 
and  paid  to  July  1,  1857  ;  the  amount  since, 
and  the  total  amount  redeemed  and  paid,  and 
the  amount  outstanding  November  17,  1857  .... 

No.  8.  Statement  exhibiting  wht-n  the  United  States  stock 
is  redeemable  ;  the  amount  redeemed  and  Texas 
debt  paid  since  the  3d  March  la^t ;  the  amount 
of  interest  to  maturity,  an  1  the  amount  saved 
by  anticipating  the  day  of  payment ...... 

No.  9.  Statement  exhibiting  the  capital  paid  io,  the  amount 
of  debt  due,  the  net  iiioome,  annual  interest  on 
debt,  and  available  income  of  the  railroads  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1857 
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Tnamary,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papem  aooompanyiog— Contioued. 

No.  10.  Statement  exhibitiDg  the  depositg  and  coinage  at 
the  mint  of  the  United  States,  branche<<,  and 
araay  office  during  the  first  six  months  of  )  857  ; 
report  of  the  director  of  the  mint,  and  explana- 
tory tiibles 

(Ko.  2.)  Circular  instructionH  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  the  assistant  treasurers  of  the  United 
States,  the  treasurers  of  the  mint  and  the  branch 
mints  charged  by  law  with  the  duties  of  assistant 
treasurers  and  the  public  depositaries,  designa- 
ted under  the  15th  section  of  the  act  of  August 
6,  1846 

(No.  3. )  Circular  instructions  to  the  disbursing  officers  and 
disbursing  agents  employed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Treasury  department 

No.  11.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  First 
Auditor  respecting  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
nouse  of  Representatives 

No.  12.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  engineer-in- 
charge  on  construction  of  custom-houses,  oourt- 
houses,  po((t  offices,  marine  hospitals,  and  other 
public  buildings  confided  to  the  charge  of  the 
Treasury  department 

No.  IS.  Statement  exhibiting  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  marine  hospital  fund  for  the  relief  of  sicic 
and  disabled  seamen  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  fiscal  yeir  ending  June  30.  1857.. 

No.  14.  Statement  exhibiting  the  repoit  on  the  condition  of 
the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal 

A.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  First  Auditor 

on  the  operations  of  his  office . 

B.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Second  Au- 

ditor on  the  operaUons  of  bis  office... 

G.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Third  Audi- 
tor on  the  operations  of  his<»ffice 

D.  ^Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Fourth  Au- 
ditor on  the  operations  of  his  office 

B.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor 
on  the  operations  of  his  office 

F.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Sixth  Audi- 

tor on  the  operations  of  his  office 

G.  Statement  exhibitins^  the  report  of  the  First  Comp- 

troller on  the  opeiations  of  his  office 

H.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Si  oond  Comp- 
troller on  the  operHtions  of  hU  office 

I.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 

of  Customs  on  the  operations  of  his  office .. 

J.  Statement  exiiibiting  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  on 

the  operations  of  his  office ..... 

K.  Statement  exhibitinsr  the  report  of  the  Solicitor  on 

the  operations  of  his  office 

L.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Beginter  on 

the  operations  ot  his  office  .... .......... 

No.  15.  Statement  exhibiting*the  report  of  the  supervising 

iuRpectors  of  steambodtn 

No.  16.  Statement  exhibiting  the  report  of  the  Ught-house 

Board 

Ko.  17.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  due  under  treatitii 

with  various  Indian  trilxs  payable  on  time 
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TlYeMury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papers  aooompaD  jing — Oontinned. 

No.  18.  Statement  exhibitiog  the  amount  of  stock  held  in 
trust  bj  the  United  States  for  several  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  and  Smithsonian  Institution 

Ko.  19.  Statement  exhibiting  balance  of  various  other  trust 
fhnds 

No.  20.  Statement  exhibiting  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  at 
the  mint  of  the  United  States  annually,  from  its 
establishment  in  1792,  and  including  the  coin- 
age of  the  branch  mints  and  the  assay  office, 
(New  York,)  from  their  organization  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1867 

No.  21.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  coin  and  bul- 
lion imported  and  exported  annually,  from  1821 
to  1867,  inclusive ;  also  the  amount  of  importa- 
tion over  exportation,  and  of  exportation  over 
importation  during  the  same  years 

No.  22.  Statement  exhibiting  the  g^roes  value  of  exports 
and  imports  from  the  banning  of  the  govern- 
ment to  June  30, 1867 

No.  23.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  the  tonnage 
of  the  United  States,  annually,  from  1789  to 
June  30,  1867  ;  also  the  registered  and  enrolled 
and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  steam  naviga- 
tion each  year 

No.  2i.  Statement  exhibiting  the  revenue  collected  from 
the  beginning  of  the  government  to  June  30, 
1867,  under  the  severid  heads  of  customs,  pub- 
lic lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources,  including 
loans  and  treasury  notes ;  also  the  expenditures 
during  the  same  period,  and  the  particular  tariff, 
and  price  of  lands  under  which  the  revenue  from 
those  sources  were  collected 

No.  26.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  manufactured 
articles  of  domestic  produce  exported  to  foreign 
countries  from  June  30,  1846,  to  June  30,  1867. 

No.  26.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise imported,  re-exported,  and  consumed,  an- 
nually, from  1821  to  1867,  inclusive ;  and  also 
the  estimated  population  and  rate  of  consump- 
tion, pet  etynta,  during  the  same  period 

No.  27.  Statement  exhibiting  the  total  value  of  imports, 
and  the  imports  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
exclusive  of  specie,  during  each  fiscal  year,  from 
1821  to  1867  ;  showing  alRO  the  value  of  foreign 
and  domestic  exports,  exclusive  of  specie,  and 
the  tonnage  employed  during  the  same  period. 

No.  28.  Statement  exhibiting  a  summary  view  of  the  ex- 
ports of  domestic  produce,  &c.,  of  the  United 
States,  annually,  from  1847  to  1867,  inclusive... 

No.  29.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  certain  articles 
imported  annually  from  June  30,  1844,  to  June 
30,  1867,  (after  deducting  re-exportations,)  and 
the  amount  of  duty  which  accrued  on  each  dur- 
ing the  same  periods  respectively 

No.  30.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise and  domestic  produce,  &c  ,  exported  annu- 
ally from  1821  to  1867,  inclusive 

No.  31.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  wine,  spirits, 
&c.,  imported  annually  from  1843  to  1867,  in- 
clusive  

No.  32.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  imports  annually 
from  1821  to  1867 
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Tn&murj,  report  of  Secretary  of,  papers  aooompanyiDg— Ck>nt1oiied. 

Mo.  33.  btatement  ezhibiUng  the  value  of  dutiable  mer- 
chaudise  re-exported  annually  from  1821  to  1867, 
inclusive  ;  and  showing  also  the  value  re-export- 
ed from  warehouse  under  the  act  of  August  6, 
1846 

No.  34.  Statement  exhibiting  the  aggregate  value  of  bread- 
stufb  and  provisions  exported  annually  from 
1821  to  1867 

No.  36.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of 
cotton  exported  annually  from  1821  to  1867,  in- 
clusive, and  the  average  price  per  pound  ....... 

No.  86.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of 
tobacco  and  rice  exported  annually  from  1821  to 
1867,  inclusive 

No.  37.  Statement  exhibiting  the  values  of  iron  and  manu- 
fiu^ure  of  iron,  and  iron  and  steel,  steel,  wool 
and  manufEUstures  of  wool,  manufactures  of  cot- 
ton, silk  and  manufactures  of  silk,  flax,  linen 
and  linen  fabrics,  hemp  and  manufactures  of 
hemp,  manilla,  sun  and  other  hemp  of  India, 
and  silk  and  worsted  goods,  imported  from  and 
exported  to  foreign  countries  from  1840  to  1857, 
inclusive,  and  also  showing  the  domestic  exports 
of  like  articles  for  the  same  periods « 

No.  38.  Statement  exhibiting  the  value  of  iron,  manufac- 
tures of  iron,  and  iron  and  steel,  steel,  sugar, 
wines,  and  all  fabrics  of  which  wool,  cotton, 
silk,  flax  or  hemp  is  a  component  part,  imported 
annually  from  1847  to  1867,  inclusive,  with  the 
duties  which  accrued  thereon  during  each  year 
respectively,  and  brandies  for  the  years  1866  and 
1857 

No.  39.  Statement  exhibiting  the  exports  to  and  importe 
from  Canada  and  other  British  possessions  in 
North  America  from  the  1st  of  July,  1861,  to 
tlie  30th  of  June,  1867 

No.  40.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  goods  in 
warehouse  on  July  1,  1866.  and  on  the  first  of 
each  succeeding  month  until  July  1,  1867  ...... 

No.  41.     Statement  exhibiting  a  synopsis  of  the  returns  of 

the  banks  in  the  different  States  at  the  dates 

•annexed .... 

No.  42.  Statement  exhibiting  a  comparative  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks  in  different  sections  of 
the  Union  hi  1853-'64,  1864-'56,  1866-'66  and 
1866-67 

No.  43.  Statement  exhibiting  a  general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks,  accfirding  to  returns 
dated  nearest  to  January  1.  1857. ...   . 

No.  44.  Statement  exhibiting  a  comparative  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  banks  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  retnms  nearest  to  January  1,  1837, 
1841,  1842.  1843,  1844,  1846,  1846.  1847,  1848, 
1849,  1860,  1851,  1854,  1856,  1866  and  1857... 

No.  46.  Statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  moneys  in  the 
United  States  treasury,  amount  of  drafts  out- 
standing, amount  siiiject  to  draft,  amount  of 
receipts  and  amount  of  drafts  paid,  as  shown  by 
the  Treasurer's  weekly  exhibits  rendered  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1857 
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Treasury,  report  of  Secretary  of,  paper*  accompaDjiD^— Continued. 

No.  46.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value, 
value  per  bushel,  pound.  &c.,  of  certain  articles 
imported  in  185tf  and  1857,  with  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  qu'tntity  and  value  of  1857  as  com- 
pared with  1856 

No.  47.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of 
pig  iron  produced  in  the  United  States  from  1820 
to  1855,  inclusive,  together  wi>h  the  foreign 
imports  and  exports ;  consumption  of  foreign 
imports  ;  consumption  of  foreign  imports  Jess 
domestic  exports  of  iron  and  iron  and  steel,  and 
the  manufactures  thereof,  and  the  total  consump- 
tion of  domestic  iron  and  imports  of  iron  and 
steel,  and  the  manufactures  thereof,  in  the 
United  States,  annually,  for  the  last  thirty-five 
years ... .. 

Ho.  48.  Statement  exhibiting  the  values  of  home  produc- 
tion and  importations  of  iron  in  the  United 
States,  with  th«*  increase  or  decrease  compared 
with  the  preceding  year,  from  1824  to  1857,  in- 
clusive ;  the  different  tariffs  under  which  the 
aforesaid  production  and  importations  were 
made ;  aggr  gate  values  of  production  and  im- 
portations during  the  operation  of  each  tariff; 
increase  less  decrease  of  the  same,  and  the 
annual  average  of  the  same  exhibits 

No.  49.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of 
anthracite  coal  sent  to  marlcet  from  the  different 
regions  in  Pennsylvania  from  the  commencement 
of  the  trade  iu  1820  to  1856,  inclusive,  together 
with  the  foreign  imports  and  exports  ;  consump- 
tion of  foreign  imports,  consumption  of  foreign 
imports  less  domestic  imports,  and  the  total 
consumption  of  domestic  coal,  (reaching  market,) 
and  foreign  imports  thereof  for  the  last  thirty- 
two  years ... . ... . 

No.  50.  Statement  exhibiting  a  comparative  statement  of 
the  United  States  tarifb  of  1846  and  1857 

No.  51.  Statement  exhibiting  a  comparative  statement  of 
the  import  duty  on  United  States  domestic  ex- 
ports to  Ureat  Britain,  France,  Spain,  Holland, 
Belgium,  and  Brazil ;  also  the  duty  on  like  arti- 
cles imported  into  the  United  States 

No.  52.  Statement  exhibiting  the  number  of  American  and 
French  steam  and  sail  log  vessels  engaged  in  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  France  and  vke 
verta;  also  those  (steam  vessels)  in  contempla- 
tion, the  number  of  200  horse-power  and  up- 
wardK,  tonnage,  crews,  and  the  aggregate  entered 
and  cleared  at  the  ports  of  Boston,  New  Yoik 
and  New  Orleans,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1857 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 

of  the  government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the - 

Treasury,  trannmitting  a  report  of  the  general  dii^bursing  agent  of 

the  C*oist  Survey,  showing  the  number  and  names  of  persons 

employed  on  the  Coast  Survey.  Letter  of  ttie  Secretary  of  the. 
Treasury,  traosmitting  a  stat«  meut  of  the  balance!}  Rgainst  dibburs- 

ing  officers  of  the  arm>  ptaoding  over  more  than  twelve 

months.    Report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the..... 
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TVeasury,  traosmittiDg  copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  di8bQr^^ement8 
made  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  du  in^  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1867.    Annual  report  c-f  the  Second  Auditor  of  the. 

Treasnry,  transmitting  a  stat^menc  of  the  balanct s  against  disburs- 
ing officers  of  the  aimy  Bt><nding  over  more  than  twelve 
mqnths.     Report  of  the  Tliird  Auditor  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statimt-nt  of  expenditures  on  account  of 
miscellaneous  claims,  &c.,  fur  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1867.     Letter  of  the  SecreUry  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  for  survey- 
ing the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  California 
during  the  year  emling  June  80,  1858.  Letter  of  the  Se6- 
retai y  of  the -- 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  an  appropriation  to  supply 
deficiency  for  conservatory  and  stables  at  the  President's 
House.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  an  et^timate  for  an  appropriation  for  de- 
ficiency for  the  Post  Office  Department  fur  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1868.     Letter  of  the  bccretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  a  revision  and  codification  of  the  revenue 
laws.     Lfttter  of  the  Secretary  of  the. .   - 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the  Postmaster 
General,  asking  an  appropriation  for  temporary  clerk  hire 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the - 

IVeasuiy,  relative  to  the  receipts,  expenditures  and  appropriations, 
trom  17b 9  to  1857.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  tratismitting  copies  of  letters  relative  to  fitting  up  a  por- 
tion of  the  old  Patent  Office  for  models.  Letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the - - 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  appropriations  and  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  different  Territ<iiie8  of  the  Urited 
btati  s  from  1845  to  June  30,  1K57.  Letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  legislative  expenttes  of 
the  Territory  of  Kansas  for  the  year  1857.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  appropriations  for  lighting  the  President's 
House  and  the  Capitol.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
the  Territory  of  Utah.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  supplemental  estimates  for  the  Indian  ser- 
vice on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  in  remote  Territories  upon 
either  side  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  &c.  Letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  ..... .- . •-. 

Treasury,  relative  to  the  alleged  robbery  of  the  late  collector  of 
customs  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.     letter  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the. .. 

Treasury,  giving  the  number  of  vessels  the  names  of  which  have 
been  changed  under  the  act  of  March  5,  1856,  &c.  Letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the . . ..... 

Treasury,  relative  to  certain  expenses  of  the  light-house  service  on 
the  northwestern  lakes.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  asking  for  appropriations  to  be  expended  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  treasury  extension,  custom  houses,  and  marine 
hospitals.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  copies  of  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of 
John  H.  Wheeler,  late  minister  to  Nicaragua.  Letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the . 

Treasury,  asking  an  additional  loan,  not  to  exceed  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  th  -  . 

Treasury,  trantimitting  information  as  U>  the  condition  and  afiain 
of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company.  Letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury,  respecting  funds  held  in  trust  for  the  Chickasaw  Indians. 

Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

JYeasury,  showing  the  pro^rress  and  condition  of  the  Coast  Survey 

of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending  November  80, 

1867.     Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  list  of  clerks  and  others  employed  in  the 

Treasury  Department,  and  their  compeosation,  during  the 

year  1857.     Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of 

the  Treasury  Department  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1867.     Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the . 

Treasury,  as  to  the  oondiiion  of  the  banks  throughout  the  United 

States.     Beport  of  the  Secretary  of  the ...... 

Treasury.     Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  calling 

the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  the 

Treasury  extension.     Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the 

progress  in  the  construction  of  the...... ............ 

Treasury  extension.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  asking 

for  appropriations  to  be  expended  iu  the  prosecution  of  the.  . 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  and  assistant  treasurers.     Circular 

ibstructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  to  the .. 

Treasurer  of  the  United  states,  trausmittiog  a  statement  of  the 

accounts  of  the  government  for  the  year  endiog  June  30, 

18.'>7.     Beport  of  the 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  of  the  operations  of  his  office  | 

duriDg  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.     Annual  report  of  > 

the j 

Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  receipts  and 

disbursements  of  the  t^ost  Office  Department  for  the  fiscal 

years  endiug  June  30,  1856,  and  June  30,  1857.     Letter  of 

the 

Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Persia 

Trust  nnd  special  funds  held  by  the  United  States  on  June  30, 

1857.     Statement  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  of 

Trust  lands  in  the  Indian  reservt  s.     Beport  of  the  Commissioner 

«.f  the  General  Land  Office  relative  to  the . 

Trust  funds  held  foi  the  benefit  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians.     Annual 

repv.rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respe<:ting .. 

Turkey   duritig   the   year    1857.     Commercial   relations  of    the  ) 

United  States  with. ) 

Tuscany  during  the  year  1857.    Commercial  relations  of  the  United 

States  with 

Two  Sicilies  during  the  year  1857.    Conunercial  relations  of  the  [ 

United  States  with f 
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Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  expedition  to  the 
Territory  of 2 

Utah  exiHiditioH.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  an 

estimate  for  subsistence  of  troops  for  the - - 9    .. 

Hebsage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  War,  of  the  In- 
terior, and  of  the  Attorney  General,  relative  to  the  military  '. 

expedition  ordered  into  the  TerriUry  of i  10 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  the  com-  ! 
peusation  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  Territory  of 10 

Utah  expedition.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  I 

statement  of  all  contracts  made  in  connexion  with  the |  12 

Utah  Territory.     Message  of  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States  j 

relative  to  the  prolmble  termination  of  Mormon  troubles  iu..|  13  i... 

Uraguay  during  the  year  1857.    Commercial  relations  of  the  United  | 

States  with ^...j    5 
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Venezuela  daring  the  year  1857.  Commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  with 

YesselB  engaged  in  trade  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  vice  verm  ;  alsi)  those  (steam  vessels)  in  contemplation  ; 
the  number  of  200  horse  power  and  upwards,  tonnage,  crews, 
and  the  aggregate  entered  and  cleared  at  the  ports  of  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  and  New  Orleans,  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.  Stitement  of  the  number  of  Ameri- 
can and  French  steam  and  sailing ........ 

Vessels  in  commission  belonging  to  the  navy  on  October  1,  1857. 
Statement  of  the 

Vessels  in  ordinary,  repairing  and  equipping,  belonging  to  the 
navy  on  October  1,  1857.     Statement  of  the 

Vessels  on  the  stocks  and  in  progress  of  construction  belonging  to 
the  navy  on  October  1 ,  1857.     Statement  of  the ....... 

Vessels,  the  names  of  which  have  been  changed  under  the  act  of 
March  5.  1856,  &c      Statement  of  the  ntmiber  of 

Vessels  of  the  United  States  in  the  Oulf  of  Mexico  and  on  the  coast 
of  Cuba.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to 
attacks  upon 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  creWs,  which  cleared  from  the 
United  States  for  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1^57.   Statement  of  the  number  of  American  and  foreign. 

Vessels,  with  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  the  United 
States  from  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1857.   Statement  of  the  number  of  American  and  foreign . 

Vessels  which  entered  into  and  cleared  from  the  United  States  for 
foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1857. 
Statement  of  the  national  character  of  the  foreign 

Vessels  arriving  from  and  departing  to  each  foreign  country  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  tonnage 
of  the  American  and  foreign..... ....... 

Vessels  entered  into  each  Stat«  and  Territory  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  number,  crews, 
and  tonnage  of 

Vessels  cleared  from  each  State  and  Territory '  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  number,  crews, 
and  tonnage  of. 

Vessels,  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  cleared  from  each  oollec 
tion  district  of  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  number 
of  American  and  foreign 

Vessels,  their  tonnage  and  crews,  which  entered  each  collection 
district  of  the  United  States  from  foreign  countries  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  number 
of  American  and  foreign 

Vessels  wuich  departed  fcom  each  district  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  countries  to  which  they  cleared,  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1857.  Statemenl  of  the  number  and  tonnage  ot 
American  and  foreign .......... 

Vessels  built  in  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1857.  Statement  of  the  number,  class,  and  ton- 
nage of  the  ....... ......  .    

Vessels  built  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  from  1815  to 
1857,  inclusive.  Statement  of  the  number,  class,  and  ton- 
nage of 

Virginia  military  claims  Views  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gene- 
ral Land  Office  relative  to  the 

Volunteers  and  regular  troops  for  the  army.  Report  of  the  Adjutant 
Uenerai  relative  to  estimated  difference  of  expense  between.. 
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Walker  and  hU  followers.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  that 
the  governmeDt  of  Nicaragua  had  made  do  complaiDt  against 
the  United  States  on  account  of  the  arrest  of  William 

Walker  and  his  followers  in  Nicaragua.  Mesmge  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  seizure  of  Oen'i  William 

Walker,  late  governor  of  Kansas,  certain  extraordinary  expecscs 
incuiTed  by  him.  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative 
to  the  repayment  to  Robert  J ..... 

War  Department  duiing  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859.  Estimates 
for  expanses  fur  the  support  of  the 

War,  asking  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  supply  deficiency  in 
the  appropriation  for  the  manufacture  of  arms  at  the 
national  armories,  caused  by  omission  of  the  appropriation 
in  the  army  appropriation  act  of  last  session.  Letter  from 
the  Secretiry  of 

War,  stating  that  the  new  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
ready  for  occupation.     Lett(;r  of  the  Secretary  of , 

War,  showing  the  operations  of  the  army  and  the  War  Department 
during  the  year  1857.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

PcperM  aceompanymg  Ou  abovi  reporl. 

No.    1.  Reports  on  Utah  expedition 

No.    2.  Report  from  Bureau  of  Explorations  and  Surveys.., 
No.    3.  Report  on  the  Capital  extension,  reconstruction  of 

dome,  and  Post  Office  extension 

No.    4.  Report  from  Commanding  General ............... 

No.    6.  Report  of  the  Adjutint  General ... ...... 

No.    6.  Report  of  the  Quartermaster  General 

Mo.    7.  Report  of  the  Commissary  General ...... 

No.    8.  Report  of  the  Paymaster  Genera*. 

No.    9.  Report  of  the  Suigeon  General ... 

No.  10.  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer 

No.  11.  Report  of  the  Chief  Topographical  Engineer 

No.  12    Report  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance 

War,  transmittii^g  a  statement  of  balances  against  disbursing  offi- 
cers of  the  army  standing  for  more  than  twelve  months. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of ... 

War,  transmitting  the  last  annual  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  J. 
D.  Graham  on  the  harbors  of  Lake  Michigan.  Letter  of  the 
Secretary  of. 

War,  transmitting  a  statement  of  expenditures  for  contingencies  of 
that  department  during  the  year  1857.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of 

War,  transmitting  an  estimate  for  subitistence  of  troops  for  the 
Utah  expedition.     Letter  of  the  Secretary  of...... 

War,  transmitting  oopies^of  the  Official  Army  Register  for  1858. 
Letter  of  the  Secretary  of 

War,  as  to  present  condition  of  works  of  improvement  on  the  west- 
ern and  northwestern  lakes  and  rivers.  Letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of 

War,  transmitting  estimates  for  appropriations  for  completing  the 
harbors  on  Delaware  river.    Letter  of  the  Secretary  of. -. 

War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  the 
expenses  in'nirred  in  the  Indian  wars  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ingi  on  Territories      Letter  <.f  the  Secretary  of 
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WASHINGTON: 

CORNELIUS   WENDELL,  PRINTER. 
1867. 


MESSAGE. 

FtUow-citizena  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

In  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  Constitution,  it  has  now  become 
my  duty  "  to  give  to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  "  as  I  judge  to 
be  ''  necessary  and  expedient." 

But  first,  and  above  all,  our  thanks  are  due  to  Almighty  God  for 
the  numerous  benefits  which  He  has  bestowed  upon  this  people ;  and 
our  united  prayers  ought  to  ascend  to  Him  that  He  would  continue 
to  bless  our  great  republic  in  time  to  come  as  He  has  blessed  it  in 
time  past.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress  our  con- 
stituents have  enjoyed  an  unusual  degree  of  health.  The  earth  has 
yielded  her  fruits  abundantly,  and  has  bountifully  rewarded  the  toil 
of  the  husbandman.  Our  great  staples  have  commanded  high  prices, 
and,  up  till  within  a  brief  period,  our  manufacturing,  mineral,  and 
mechanical  occupations  have  largely  partaken  of  the  general  pros- 
perity. We  have  possessed  all  the  elements  of  material  wealth  in 
rich  abundance,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  advantages,  our 
country^  in  its  monetary  interests,  is  at  the  present  moment  in  a  de- 
plorable condition.  In  the  midst  of  unsurpassed  plenty  in  all  the 
productions  of  agriculture,  and  in  all  the  elements  of  national  wealth, 
we  find  our  manufactures  suspended,  our  public  works  retarded,  our 
private  enterprises  of  different  kinds  abandoned,  and  thousands  of 
useful  laborers  thrown  out  of  employment  and  reduced  to  want.  The 
revenue  of  the  government,  which  is  chiefly  derived  from  duties  on 
imports  from  abroad,  has  been  greatly  reduced,  whilst  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  for  the  current  fiscal  year 
are  very  large  in  amount. 

Under  these  circumstances  a  loan  may  be  required  before  the  close 
of  your  present  session ;  but  this,  although  deeply  to  be  regretted, 
would  prove  to  be  only  a  slight  misfortune  when  compared  with  the 
suffering  and  distress  prevailing  among  the  people.  With  this  the 
government  cannot  fail  deeply  to  sympathize,  though  it  may  be  with- 
out the  power  to  extend  relief. 

It  is  our  duty  to  inquire  what  has  produced  such  unfortunate  re- 
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suits,  and  whether  their  recurrence  can  be  prevented  ?  In  all  former 
revulsions  the  blame  might  have  been  fairly  attributed  to  a  variety  of 
co-operating  causes  ;  but  not  so  upon  the  present  occasion.  It  is  ap- 
parent that  our  existing  misfortunes  have  proceeded  solely  from  our 
extravagant  and  vicious  system  of  paper  currency  and  bank  credits, 
exciting  the  people  to  wild  speculations  and  gambling  in  stocks. 
These  revulsions  must  continue  to  recur  at  successive  intervals  so  long 
as  the  amount  of  the  paper  currency  and  bank  loans  and  discoants  of 
the  country  shall  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  fourteen  hundred  irre- 
sponsible banking  institutions,  which,  from  the  very  law  of  their 
nature,  will  consult  the  interest  of  their  stockholders  rather  than  the 
public  welfare. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  they  gave  to  Congress  the 
power  ''to  coin  money  and  to  regulate  the  value  thereof,*'  and  pro- 
hibited the  States  from  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  or 
making  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debts,  supposed  they  had  protected  the  people  against  the  evils  of  an 
excessive  and  irredeemable  paper  currency.  They  are  not  responsible 
for  the  existing  anomaly  that  a  government  endowed  with  the  sove- 
reign attribute  of  coining  money  and  regulating  the  value  thereof 
should  have  no  power  to  prevent  others  from  driving  this  coin  out  of 
the  country  and  filling  up  the  channels  of  circulation  with  paper 
which  does  not  represent  gold  and  silver. 

It  is  one  of  the  highest  and  most  responsible  duties  of  government 
to  insure  to  the  people  a  sound  circulating  medium,  the  amount  of 
which  ought  to  be  adapted  with  the  utmost  possible  wisdom  and  skill 
to  the  wants  of  internal  trade  and  foreign  exchanges.  If  this  be 
either  greatly  above  or  greatly  below  the  proper  standard,  the  market- 
able value  of  every  man's  property  is  increased  or  diminished  in  the 
same  proportion,  and  injustice  to  individuals  as  well  as  incalculable 
evils  to  the  community  are  the  consequence. 

Unfortunately,  under  the  construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  has  now  prevailed  too  long  to  be  changed,  this  important  and 
delicate  duty  has  been  dissevered  from  the  coining  power,  and  virtu- 
ally transferred  to  more  than  fourteen  hundred  State  banks,  acting 
independently  of  each  other,  and  regulating  their  paper  issues  almost 
exclusively  by  a  regard  to  the  present  interest  of  their  stockholders. 
Exercising  the  sovereign  power  of  providing  a  paper  currency  instead 
of  coin  for  the  country,  the  first  duty  which  these  banks  owe  to  the 
public  is  to  keep  in  their  vaults  a  sufficient  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
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to  insure  the  convertibility  of  their  notes  into  coin  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances.  No  bank  ought  ever  to  be  chartered  without 
such  restrictions  on  its  business  as  to  secure  this  result.  All  other 
restrictions  are  comparatively  vain.  This  is  the  only  true  touchstone, 
the  only  efficient  regulator  of  a  paper  currency — the  only  one  which 
can  guard  the  public  against  over  issues  and  bank  suspensions.  As  a 
collateral  and  eventual  security  it  is  doubtless  wise,  and  in  all  cases 
ought  to  be  required,  that  banks  shall  hold  an  amount  of  United  States 
or  State  securities  equal  to  their  notes  in  circulation  and  pledged  for 
their  redemption.  This,  however,  furnishes  no  adequate  security 
against  over  issues.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  perverted  to  inflate 
the  currency.  Indeed,  it  is  possible  by  this  means  to  convert 
all  the  debts  of  the  United  States  and  State  governments  into 
bank  notes,  without  reference  to  the  specie  required  to  redeem  them. 
However  valuable  these  securities  may  be  in  themselves,  they  cannot 
be  converted  into  gold  and  silver  at  the  moment  of  pressure,  as  our 
experience  teaches,  in  sufficient  time  to  prevent  bank  suspensions  and 
the  depreciation  of  bank  notes.  In  England,  which  is  to  a  consider- 
able extent  a  paper  money  country,  though  vastly  behind  our  own 
in  this  respect,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  anterior  to  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment of  1844,  which  wisely  separated  the  issue  of  notes  from  the 
banking  department,  for  the  bank  of  England  always  to  keep  on  hand 
gold  and  silver  equal  to  one-third  of  its  combined  circulation  and  de- 
posits. If  this  proportion  was  no  more  than  su^cient  to  secure  the 
convertibility  of  its  notes,  with  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
some  extent  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  a  field  for  its  circulation,  ren- 
dering it  almost  impossible  that  a  sudden  and  immediate  run  to  a 
dangerous  amount  should  be  made  upon  it,  the  same  proportion  would 
certainly  be  insufficient  under  our  banking  system.  Each  of  our  four- 
teen hundred  banks  has  but  a  limited  circumference  for  its  circulation, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days  the  depositors  and  note-holders 
might  demand  from  such  a  bank  a  sufficient  amount  in  specie  to  com- 
pel it  to  suspend,  even  although  it  had  coin  in  its  vaults  equal  to  one- 
third  of  its  immediate  liabilities.  And  yet  I  am  not  aware,  with  the 
exception  of  the  banks  of  Louisiana,  that  any  State  bank  through- 
out the  Union  has  been  required  by  its  charter  to  keep  this  or  any 
other  proportion  of  gold  and  silver  compared  with  the  amount 
of  its  combined  circulation  and  deposits.  What  has  been  the  con- 
sequence? In  a  recent  report  made  by  the  Treasury  Department 
on  the  condition  of  the  banks  throughout  the  difierent  States, 
according  to  returns  dated  nearest  to  January,  1857,   the  aggre- 


6  ANNUAL  ME88AG15 

gate  amouDt  of  actual  specie  in  their  vaults  is  $58,349,  838,  of 
their  circulation  $214,778,822,  and  of  their  deposits   $230,351,352. 
Thus  it  appears  that  these  banks,   in   the  aggregate,    have   con*  ' 
siderably  less  than   one  dollar  in  seven   of  gold  and    silver   com- 
pared with  their  circulation  and  deposits.     It  was  palpable,  there 
fore,  that  the  very  first  pressure  must  drive  them  to   suspension, 
and  deprive  the  people  of  a  convertible  currency  with  all  its  disastroui 
consequences.     It  is  truly  wonderful  that  they  should  have  so  long 
continued  to  preserve  their  credit,  when  a  demand  for  the  payment  of 
one-seventh  of  their  immediate  liabilities  would  have  driven  them  into 
insolvency.     And  this  is  the  condition  of  the  banks,  notwithstandiDg 
that  four  hundred  millions  of  gold  from  California  have  flowed  in 
upon  us  within  the  last  eight  years,  and  the  tide  still  coatiQues  to 
flow.     Indeed,  such  has  been  the  extravagance  of  bank  credits  that 
the  banks  now  hold  a  considerably  less  amount  of  specie,  either  in 
proportion  to  their  capital  or  to  their  circulation  and  deposits  com- 
bined, than  they  did  before  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California. 
Whilst  in  the  year  1848  their  specie,  in  proportion  to  their  capital, 
was  more  than  equal  to  one  dollar  for  four  and  a  half,  in  1857  it  does 
not  amount  to  one  dollar  for  every  six  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  of 
their  capital.     In  the  year  1848  the  specie  was  equal  within  a  very 
small  fraction  to  one  dollar  in  flve  of  their  circulation  and  deposits ; 
in  1857  it  is  not  equal  to  one  dollar  in  seven  and  a  half  of  their  circu- 
lation and  deposits. 

From  this  statement  it  is  easy  to  account  for  our  financial  history 
for  the  last  forty  years.  It  has  been  a  history  of  extravagant  expan- 
sions in  the  business  of  the  country,  followed  by  ruinous  contractions. 
At  successive  intervals  the  best  and  most  enterprising  men  have  been 
tempted  to  their  ruin  by  excessive  bank  loans  of  mere  paper  credit, 
exciting  them  to  extravagant  importations  of  foreign  goods,  wild 
speculations,  and  rtinous  and  demoralizing  stock  gambling.  When 
the  crisis  arrives,  as  arrive  it  must,  the  banks  can  extend  no  relief  to 
the  people.  In  a  vain  struggle  to  redeem  their  liabilities  in  specie, 
they  are  compelled  to  contract  their  loans  and  their  issues ;  and,  at 
last,  in  the  hour  of  distress,  when  their  assistance  is  most  needed, 
they  and  their  debtors  together  sink  into  insolvency. 

It  is  this  paper  system  of  extravagant  expansion,  raising  the  nomi- 
nal price  of  every  article  far  beyond  its  real  value,  when  compared 
with  the  cost  of  similar  articles  in  countries  whose  circulation  is  wisely 
regulated,  which  has  prevented  us  from  competing  in  our  own  markets 
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with  foreign  manufacturers,  has  produced  extravagant  importations, 
and  has  counteracted  the  effect  of  the  large  incidental  protection 
afforded  to  our  domestic  manufactures  by  the  present  revenue  tariff. 
But  for  this,  the  branches  of  our  manufactures  composed  of  raw 
materials,  the  production  of  our  own  country— such  as  cotton,  iron^ 
and  woolen  fabrics — ^would  not  only  have  acquired  almost  exclusive 
possession  of  the  home  market,  but  would  have  created  for  themselves 
a  foreign  market  throughout  the  world. 

Deplorable,  however,  as  may  be  our  present  financial  condition,  we 
may  yet  indulge  in  bright  hopes  for  the  future.  No  other  nation  has 
ever  existed  which  could  have  endured  such  violent  expansions  and 
contractions  of  paper  credits  without  lasting  injury  ;  yet  the  buoyancy 
of  youth,  the  energies  of  our  population,  and  the  spirit  which  never 
quails  before  difficulties,  will  enable  us  soon  to  recover  from  our  present 
financial  embarrassment,  and  may  even  occasion  us  speedily  to  forget 
the  lesson  which  they  have  taught. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government,  by  all  proper 
means  within  its  power,  to  aid  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  peo- 
ple occasioned  by  the  suspension  of  the  banks,  and  to  provide  against 
a  recurrence  of  the  same  calamity.  Unfortunately,  in  either  aspect 
of  the  case,  it  can  do  but  little.  Thanks  to  the  independent 
treasury,  the  government  has  not  suspended  payment,  as  it  was  com- 
pelled to  do  by  the  failure  of  the  banks  in  1837.  It  will  continue  to 
discharge  its  liabilities  to  the  people  in  gold  and  silver.  Its  disburse- 
ments in  coin  will  pass  into  circulation,  and  materially  assist  in  re- 
storing a  sound  currency.  From  its  high  credit,  should  we  be  com- 
pelled to  make  a  temporary  loan,  it  can  be  effected  on  advantageous 
terms.  This  however,  shall,  if  possible,  be  avoided;  but,  if  not,  then 
the  amount  shall  be  limited  to  the  lowest  practicable  sum. 

I  have  therefore  determined,  that  whilst  no  useful  government 
works  already  in  progress  shall  be  suspended,  new  works,  not  already 
commenced,  will  be  postponed,  if  this  can  be  done  without  injury  to 
the  country.  Those  necessary  for  its  defence  shall  proceed  as  though 
there  had  been  no  crisis  in  our  monetary  affairs. 

But  the  federal  government  cannot  do  much  to  provide  against  a 
recurrence  of  existing  evils.  Even  if  insurmountable  constitutiona 
objections  did  not  exist  against  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank,  this 
would  furnish  no  adequate  preventive  security.  The  history  of  the 
last  Bank  of  the  United  States  abundantly  proves  the  truth  of  this 
assertion.  Such  a  bank  could  not,  if  it  would,  regulate  the  issues 
and  credits  of  fourteen  hundred  State  banks  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
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prevent  the  ruinous  expansions  and  contractions  in  our  carrenq 
which  afflicted  the  country  throughout  the  existence  of  the  late  bank, 
or  secure  us  against  future  suspensions.  In  1826  an  effort  was  made 
by  the  Bank  of  England  to  curtail  the  issues  of  the  country  banks, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  The  paper  corrency  had 
been  expanded  to  a  ruinous  extent,  and  the  Bank  put  forth  all  iti 
power  to  contract  it  in  order  to  reduce  prices  and  restore  the  equili- 
brium of  the  foreign  exchanges.  It  accordingly  commenced  a  system 
of  curtailment  of  its  loans  and  issues,  in  the  vain  hope  that  the  joint- 
stock  and  private  banks  of  the  kingdom  would  be  compelled  to  follow 
its  example.  It  found,  however,  that  as  it  contracted  they  expanded, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  process,  to  employ  the  language  of  a  very  high 
official  authority,  ''whatever  reduction  of  the  paper  circulation  was 
effected  by  the  Bank  of  England  (in  1825)  was  more  than  made  up 
by  the  issues  of  the  country  banks." 

But  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not,  if  it  could,  restrain 
the  issues  and  loans  of  the  State  banks,  because  its  duty  as  a  regula- 
tor of  the  currency  must  often  be  in  direct  conflict  with  the  immedi- 
ate interest  of  its  stockholders.  If  we  expect  one  agent  to  restrain 
or  control  another,  their  interests  must,  at  least  in  some  degree,  be 
antagonistic.  But  the  directors  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
feel  the  same  interest  and  the  same  inclination  with  the  directors  of 
the  State  banks  to  expand  the  currency,  to  accommodate  their  favor- 
ites and  friends  with  loans,  and  to  declare  large  dividends.  Such  has 
been  our  experience  in  regard  to  the  last  Bank. 

After  all,  we  must  mainly  rely  upon  the  patriotism  and  wisdom  of 
the  States  for  the  prevention  and  redress  of  the  evil.  If  they  will 
afford  us  a  real  specie  basis  for  our  paper  circulation  by  increasing  the 
denomination  of  bank  notes,  firbi;  to  twenty,  and  afterwards  to  fifty 
dollars  ;  if  they  will  require  that  the  banks  shall  at  all  times  keep  on 
hand  at  least  one  dollar  of  gold  and  silver  for  every  three  dollars  of 
their  circulation  and  deposits  ;  and  if  they  will  provide  by  a  self-exe- 
cuting enactment,  which  nothing  can  arrest,  that  the  moment  they 
suspend  they  shall  go  into  liquidation,  I  believe  that  such  provisions, 
with  a  weekly  publication  by  each  bank  of  a  statement  of  its  condi- 
tion, would  go  far  to  secure  us  against  future  suspensions  of  specie 
payments. 

Congress,  in  my  opinion,  possess  the  power  to  pass  a  uniform 
bankrupt  law  applicable  to  all  banking  institutions  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  I  strongly  recommend  its  exercise.  This  would 
make  it  the  irreversible  organic  law  of  each  bank's  existence,  that  a 
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suspension  of  specie  payments  shall  produce  its  civil  death.  The 
instinct  of  self-preservation  would  then  compel  it  to  perform  its  duties 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  escape  the  penalty  and  preserve  its  life. 

The  existence  of  banks  and  the  circulation  of  bank  paper  are  so 
identified  with  the  habits  of  our  people,  that  they  cannot,  at  this  day, 
be  suddenly  abolished  without  much  immediate  injury  to  the  country. 
If  we  could  confine  them  to  their  appropriate  sphere,  and  prevent 
them  from  administering  to  the  spirit  of  wild  and  reckless  specula- 
tion by  extravagant  loans  and  issues,  they  might  be  continued  with 
advantage  to  the  public. 

But  this  I  say,  after  long  and  much  refiection  :  If  experience  shall 
prove  it  to  be  impossible  to  enjoy  the  facilities  which  well-regulated 
banks  might  afi'ord,  without  at  the  same  time  suffering  the  calamities 
which  the  excesses  of  the  banks  have  hitherto  inflicted  upon  the  coun- 
try, it  would  then  be  far  the  lesser  evil  to  deprive  them  altogether  of 
the  power  to  issue  a  paper  currency,  and  confine  them  to  the  functions 
of  banks  of  deposit  and  discount. 

Our  relations  with  foreign  governments  are,  upon  the  whole,  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

The  diplomatic  difficulties  which  existed  between  the  government 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Great  Britain  at  the  adjournment  of  ^ 
the  last  Congress  have  been  happily  terminated  by  the  appointment 
of  a  British  minister  to  this  country,  who  has  been  cordially  received. 

Whilst  it  is  greatly  to  the  interest,  as  I  am  convinced  it  is  the  sin-^ 
oere  desire,  of  the  governments  and  people  of  the  two  countries  to  be 
on  terms  of  intimate  friendship  with  each  other,  it  has  been  our  mis- 
fortune almost  always  to  have  had  some  irritating,  if  not  dangerous, 
outstanding  question  with  Great  Britain. 

Since  the  origin  of  the  government  we  have  been  employed  in  nego- 
tiating treaties  with  that  power,  and  afterwards  in  discussing  their 
true  intent  and  meaning.  In  this  respect,  the  convention  of  April 
19,  1850,  commonly  called  the  Clayton  and  Bulwer  treaty,  has  been 
the  most  unfortunate  of  all ;  because  the  two  governments  place 
directly  opposite  and  contradictory  instructions  upon  its  first  and  most 
important  article.  Whilst,  in  the  United  States,  we  believed  that 
this  treaty  would  place  both  powers  upon  an  exact  equality  by  the 
stipulation  that  neither  will  ever  ''occupy,  or  fortify,  or  colonize, 
or  assume  or  exercise  any  dominion"  over,  any  part  of  Central 
America,  it  is  contended  by  the  British  government  that  the  true 
construction  of  this  language  has  left  them  in  the  rightful  possession 
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of  all  that  portion  of  Central  America  which  was  in  their  occupancy 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty  ;  in  fact,  that  the  treaty  is  a  virtual  recog- 
nition on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  the  right  of  Great  Britain, 
either  as  owner  or  protector,  to  the  whole  extensive  coast  of  Centra] 
America,  sweeping  round  from  the  Rio  Hondo  to  the  port  and  harhor 
of  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  together  with  the  adjacent  Bay  Islands, 
except  the  comparatively  small  portion  of  this  between  the  Sarstoon 
and  Cape  Honduras.  According  to  their  construction,  the  treaty  does 
no  more  than  simply  prohibit  them  from  extending  their  possessions 
in  Central  America  beyond  the  present  limits.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
assert,  that  if  in  the  United  States  the  treaty  had  been  considered 
susceptible  of  such  a  construction,  it  never  would  have  been  nego- 
tiated under  the  authority  of  the  President,  nor  would  it  have  received 
the  approbation  of  the  Senate.  The  universal  conviction  in  the  United 
States  was,  that  when  our  government  consented  to  violate  its  tradi- 
tional and  time-honored  policy,  and  to  stipulate  with  a  foreign 
government  never  to  occupy  or  acquire  territory  in  the  Central 
American  portion  of  our  own  continent,  the  consideration  for  this 
sacrifice  was  that  Great  Britain  should,  in  this  respect  at  least,  be 
placed  in  the  same  position  with  ourselves.  Whilst  we  have  no  right 
to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  British  government  in  their  construction 
of  the  treaty,  it  is  at  the  same  time  my  deliberate  conviction  that  this 
construction  is  in  opposition  both  to  its  letter  and  its  spirit. 

Under  the  late  administration  negotiations  were  instituted  between 
the  two  governments  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of  removing  these 
difficulties;  and  a  treaty  having  this  laudable  object  in  view  was 
signed  at  London  on  the  17th  October,  1856,  and  was  submitted  by 
the  President  to  the  Senate  on  the  following  10th  of  December. 
Whether  this  treaty,  either  in  its  original  or  amended  form,  would 
have  accomplished  the  object  intended  without  giving  birth  to  new 
and  embarrassing  complications  between  the  two  governments,  may 
perhaps  be  well  questioned.  Certain  it  is,  however,  it  was  rendered 
much  less  objectionable  by  the  different  amendments  made  to  it  by 
the  Senate.  The  treaty,  as  amended,  was  ratified  by  me  on  the  12titi 
March,  1857^  and  was  transmitted  to  London  for  ratification  by  the 
British  government.  That  government  expressed  its  willingness  to 
concur  in  all  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  the  clause  relating  to  Ruatan  and  the  other  islands  in  the 
Bay  of  Honduras.  The  article  in  the  original  treaty,  as  submitted 
to  the  Senate,  after  reciting  that  these  islands  and  their  inhabitants 
'*  having  been,  by  a  convention  bearing  date  the  2'7th  day  of  August, 
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1856,  between  her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  republic  of  Honduras, 
constituted  and  declared  a  free  territory  under  the  sovereignty  of  the 
said  republic  of  Honduras,'*  stipulated  that  ^Hhe  two  contracting 
parties  do  hereby  mutually  engage  to  recognize  and  respect  in  all 
future  time  the  independence  and  rights  of  the  said  free  territory  as  a 
part  of  the  republic  of  Honduras/' 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  convention  between  Great  Britain  and 
Honduras  of  the  27th  August^  1856,  it  was  found  that,  whilst  declar- 
ing the  Bay  Islands  to  be  *'a  free  territory  under  the  sovereignty  of 
the  republic  of  Honduras,"  it  deprived  that  republic  of  rights  with- 
out which  its  sovereignty  over  them  could  scarcely  be  said  to  exist. 
It  divided  them  from  the  remainder  of  Honduras,  and  gave  to  their 
inhabitants  a  separate  government  of  their  own,  with  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial  officers,  elected  by  themselves.  It  deprived  the 
government  of  Honduras  of  the  taxing  power  in  every  form,  and  ex- 
empted the  people  of  the  islands  from  the  performance  of  military 
duty,  except  for  their  own  exclusive  defence.  It  also  prohibited  that 
republic  from  erecting  fortifications  upon  them  for  their  protection — 
thus  leaving  them  open  to  invasion  from  any  quarter;  and,  finally,  it 
provided  "that  slavery  shall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter  be  permitted 
to  exist  therein." 

Had  Honduras  ratified  this  convention,  she  would  have  ratified  the 
establishment  of  a  State  substantially  independent  within  her  own 
limits,  and  a  State  at  all  times  subject  to  British  influence  and  con- 
trol. Moreover,  had  the  .United  Sfates  ratified  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  in  its  original  form,  we  should  have  been  bound  "  to  recog- 
nize and  respect  in  all  future  time"  these  stipulations  to  the  prejudice 
of  Honduras.  Being  in  direct  opposition  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  Clayton  and  Bulwer  treaty  as  understood  in  the  United  States,  the 
Senate  rejected  the  entire  clause,  and  substituted  in  its  stead  a  simple 
recognition  of  the  sovereign  right  of  Honduras  to  these  islands  in  the 
following  language :  "  The  two  contracting  parties  do  hereby  mutu- 
ally engage  to  recognize  and  respect  the  islands  of  Ruatan,  Bonaco, 
Utila,  Barbaretta,  Helena,  and  Morat,  situate  in  the  Bay  of  Hondu- 
ras, and  oflf  the  coast  of  the  republic  of  Honduras,  as  under  the  sove- 
reignty and  as  part  of  the  said  republic  of  Honduras." 

Great  Britain  rejected  this  amendment,  assigning  as  the  only  reason 
that  the  ratifications  of  the  convention  of  the  27th  August,.  1856, 
between  her  and  Honduras,  had  not  been  *'  exchanged,  owing  to  the 
hesitation  of  that  government."  Had  this  been  done,  it  is  stated 
that ''her  Majesty's  government  would  have  had  little  difficulty  in 
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agreeing  to  the  modification  proposed  hj  the  Senate,  which  then 
would  have  had  in  effect  the  same  signification  as  the  original  word- 
ing." Whether  this  would  have  been  the  effect — whether  the  mere 
circumstance  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  British  con- 
vention with  Honduras  prior  in  point  of  time  to  the  ratification  of  our 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  would,  *^  in  effect,"  have  had  '^  the  same 
signification  as  the  original  wording,"  and  thus  have  nullified  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  may  well  be  doubted.  It  is,  perhaps,  fortu- 
nate that  the  question  has  never  arisen. 

The  British  government,  immeaiately  after  rejecting  the  treaty  as 
amended,  proposed  to  enter  into  a  new  treaty  with  the  United  Stat^, 
similar  in  all  respects  to  the  treaty  which  they  had  just  refused  to 
ratify,  if  the  United  States  would  consent  to  add  to  the  Senate's  clear 
and  unqualified  recognition  of  the  sovereignty  of  Honduras  over  the 
J  Bay  Islands  the  following  conditional  stipulation  :  **  Whenever  and 
so  soon  as  the  republic  of  Honduras  shall  have  concluded  and  rcdiified 
a  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  by  which  Great  Britain  shall  have  ceded, 
and  the  republic  of  Honduras  shall  have  accepted,  the  said  islands, 
subject  to  the  provisions  and  conditions  contained  in  such  treaty." 
This  proposition  was,  of  course,  rejected.     After  the   Senate  had 

J  refused  to  recognize  the  British  convention  with  Honduras  of  the 
2'7th  August,  1856,  with  full  knowledge  of  its  contents,  it  was  im- 
possible for  me,  necessarily  ignorant  of  *Hhe  provisions  and  condi- 
tions" which  might  be  contained  in  a  future  convention  between  the 
same  parties,  to  sanction  them  in  advance. 

The  fact  is,  that  when  two  nations  like  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  mutually  desirous  as  they  are,  and  1  trust  ever  may  he,  of 
maintaining  the  most  friendly  relations  with  each  other,  have  unfor- 
tunately concluded  a  treaty  which  they  understand  in  senses  directly 
opposite,  the  wisest  course  is  to  abrogate  such  a  treaty  by  mutual 
consent,  and  to  commence  anew.  Had  this  been  done  promptly,  all 
difficulties  in  Central  America  would  most  probably  ere  this  have 
been  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties.  The  time  spent  in 
discussing  the  meaning  of  the  Clayton  and  Bulwer  treaty  would  have 
been  devoted  to  this  praiseworthy  purpose,  and  the  task  would  have 

I  been  the  more  easily  accomplished  because  the  interest  of  the  two 
countries  in  Central  America  is  identical,  being  confiQe.d  to  securing 
safe  transits  over  all  the  routes  across  the  Isthmus. 

Whilst  entertaining  these  sentiments,  I  shall  nevertheless  not 
refuse  to  contribute  to  any  reasonable  adjustment  of  £he  Central 
American  questions  which  is  not  practically  inconsisfent  with  the 
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American  interpretation  of  the  treaty.  Overtures  for  this  purpose 
have  been  recently  made  by  the  British  government  in  a  friendly 
spirit,  which  I  cordially  reciprocate ;  but  whether  this  renewed  effort 
will  result  in  success  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  express  an  opinion.  A 
brief  period  will  determine. 

With  Prance  our  ancient  relations  of  friendship  still  continue  to 
exist.  The  French  government  have  in  several  recent  instances, 
which  need  not  be  enumerated,  evinced  a  spirit  of  good  will  and  kind- 
ness towards  our  country  which  I  heartily  reciprocate.  It  is,  not- 
withstanding, much  to  be  regretted  that  two  nations  whose  produc- 
tions are  of  such  a  character  as  to  invite  the  most  extensive  exchanges 
and  freest  commercial  intercourse,  should  continue  to  enforce  ancient 
and  obsolete  restrictions  of  trade  against  each  other.  Our  commer- 
cial treaty  with  France  is,  in  this  respect,  an  exception  •  from  our 
treaties  with  all  other  commercial  nations.  It  jealously  levies  dis- 
criminating duties  both  on  tonnage  and  on  articles,  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  one  country,  when  arriving  in  vessels  belonging 
to  the  other. 

More  than  forty  years  ago,  on  the  3d  March,  1815,  Congress  passed 
an  act  offering  to  all  nations  to  admit  their  vessels  laden  with  their 
national  produi  tions  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  upon  the  same 
terms  with  our  own  vessels,  provided  they  would  reciprocate  to  us 
similar  advantages.  This  act  confined  the  reciprocity  to  the  produc- 
tions of  the  respective  foreign  nations  who  might  enter  into  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  with  the  United  States.  The  act  of  May  24,  1828, 
removed  this  restriction,  and  offered  a  similar  reciprocity  to  all  such 
vessels,  without  reference  to  the  origin  of  their  cargoes.  Upon  these 
principles  our  commercial  treaties  and  arrangements  have  been  founded, 
except  with  France,  and  let  us  hope  that  this  exception  may  not  long 
exist. 

Our  relations  with  Russia  remain,  as  they  have  ever  been,  on  the 
most  friendly  footing.  The  present  emperor,  as  well  as  his  predeces- 
sors, have  never  failed,  when  the  occasion  offered,  to  manifest  their 
good  will  to  our  country  ;  and  their  friendship  has  always  been  highly 
appreciated  by  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

With  all  other  European  governments,  except  that  of  Spain,  our 
relations  are  as  peaceful  as  we  could  desire.  I  regret  to  say  that  no 
progress  whatever  has  been  made,  since  the  adjournment  of  Congress^ 
towards  the  settlement  of  any  of  the  numerous  claims  of  our  citizens 
against  the  Spanish  government.  Besides,  the  outrage  committed  on 
our  flag  by  the  Spanish  war-frigate  Ferrolana  on  the  high  seas,  off  the 
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Granada  of  the  12th  December,  1846,  we  are  bound  to  guaranty  the 
neutrality  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  through  which  the  Panama 
railroad  passes,  ^'as  well  as  the  rights  of  sovereignty  and  property 
which  New  Granada  has  and  possesses  over  the  said  territory."  This 
obligation  is  founded  upon  equivalents  granted  by  the  treaty  to  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  recommend  to  Congress  the  passage  of 
an  act  authorizing  the  President,  in  case  of  necessity,  to  employ  the 
land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  to  carry  into  effect  this 
guarantee  of  neutrality  and  protection.  I  also  recommend  similar 
legislation  for  the  security  of  any  other  route  across  the  isthmus  in 
which  we  may  acquire  an  interest  by  treaty. 

With  the  independent  republics  on  this  continent  it  is  both  our  duty 
and  our  interest  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly  relations.  We  can 
never  feel  indifferent  to  their  fate,  and  must  always  rejoice  in  their 
prosperity.  Unfortunately,  both  for  them  and  for  us,  our  example 
and  advice  have  lost  much  of  their  influence  in  consequence  of  the 
lawless  expeditions  which  have  been  fitted  out  against  some  of  them 
within  the  limits  of  our  country.  Nothing  is  better  calculated  to  re- 
tard our  steady  material  progress,  or  impair  our  character  as  a  nation, 
than  the  toleration  of  such  enterprises  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations. 

It  is  one  of  the  first  and  highest  duties  of  any  independent  State,  in 
its  relations  with  the  members  of  the  great  family  of  nations,  to  re- 
strain its  people  from  acts  of  hostile  aggression  against  their  citizens 
or  subjects.  The  most  eminent  writers  on  public  law  do  not  hesitate 
to  denounce  such  hostile  acts  as  robbery  and  murder. 

Weak  and  feeble  States,  like  those  of  Central  America,  mav  not  feel 
themselves  able  to  assert  and  vindicate  their  rights.  The  case  would 
be  far  different  if  expeditions  were  set  on  foot  within  our  own  territo- 
ries to  make  private  war  against  a  powerful  nation.  If  such  expedi- 
tions were  fitted  out  from  abroad  against  any  portion  of  our  own 
country,  to  burn  down  our  cities,  murder  and  plunder  our  people,  and 
usurp  our  government,  we  should  call  any  power  on  earth  to  the 
strictest  account  for  not  preventing  such  enormities. 

Ever  since  the  administration  of  General  Washington,  acts  of  Con- 
gress have  been  in  force  to  punish  severely  the  crime  of  setting  on  foot 
a  military  expedition  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  to  pro-* 
ceed  from  thence  against  a  nation  or  State  with  whom  we  are  at  peace. 
The  present  neutrality  act  of  April  20, 1818,  is  but  little  more  than  a 
collection  of  pre-existing  laws.     Under  this  act,  the  President  is  em- 
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powered  to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces  and  the  militia  *'  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  carrying  on  of  any  such  expedition  or  enter- 
prise from  the  territories  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,"  and 
the  collectors  of  customs  are  authorized  and  required  to  detain  any 
vessel  in  port  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  she  is  about  to  take  part 
in  such  lawless  enterprises. 

When  it  was  first  rendered  probable  that  an  attempt  would  be  made 
to  get  up  another  unlawful  expedition  against  Nicaragua,  the  Secretary 
of  State  issued  instructions  to  the  marshals  and  district  attorneys, 
which  were  directed  by  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy  to  the 
appropriate  army  and  navy  officers,  requiring  them  to  be  vigilant,  and  to 
use  their  best  exertions  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  1818.  Notwithstanding  these  precautions,  the  expedition  has 
escaped  from  our  shores.  Such  enterprises  can  do  no  possible  good  to 
the  country,  but  have  already  inflicted  much  injury  both  on  its  inter- 
ests and  its  character.  They  have  prevented  peaceful  emigration  from 
the  United  States  to  the  States  of  Central  America,  which  could  not 
fail  to  prove  highly  beneficial  to  all  the  parties  concerned.  In  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  alone,  our  citizens  have  sustained  heavy  losses 
from  the  seizure  and  closing  of  the  transit  route  by  the  San  Juan 
between  the  two  oceans. 

The  leader  of  the  recent  expedition  was  arrested  at  New  Orleans, 
but  was  discharged  on  giving  bail  for  his  appearance  in  the  insufficient 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

I  commend  the  whole  subject  to  the  serious  attention  of  Congress, 
believing  that  our  duty  and  our  interest,  as  well  as  our  national  char- 
acter, require  that  we  should  adopt  such  measures  as  will  be  effectual 
in  restraining  our  citizens  from  committing  such  outrages. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  president  of  Paraguay  has  refused 
to  ratify  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  that  State  as  amend- 
el  by  the  Senate,  the  signature  of  which  was  mentioned  in  the  mes- 
sage of  my  predecessor  to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  its  session  in 
December,  1853.  The  reasons  assigned  for  this  refusal  will  appear 
in  the  correspondence  herewith  submitted. 

It  being  desirable  to  ascertain  the  fitness  of  the  river  La  Plata  and 
its  tributaries  for  navigation  by  steam,  the  United  States  steamer 
Water  Witch  was  sent  thither  for  that  purpose  in  1853.  This  entei- 
prise  was  successfully  carried  on  until  February,  1855,  when,  whiUt 
in  the  peaceful  prosecution  of  her  voyage  up  the  Parana  river,  the 
steamer  was  fired  upon  by  a  Paraguayan  fort.  The  fire  was  returned  ; 
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but  as  the  Water  Witch  was  of  small  force,  and  not  designed  for 
offensive  operations,  she  retired  from  the  conflict.  The  pretext  upon 
which  the  attack  was  made  was  a  decree  of  the  president  of  Paraguay 
of  October,  1854,  prohibiting  foreign  vessels-of-war  from  navigating 
the  rivers  of  that  State.  As  Paraguay,  however,  was  the  owner  of 
but  one  bank  of  the  river  of  that  name,  the  other  belonging  to  Cori- 
entes,  a  State  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  the  right  of  its  govern- 
ment to  expect  that  such  a  decree  would  be  obeyed  cannot  be  acknowl- 
edged. But  the  Water  Witch  was  not,  properly  speaking,  a  vessel- 
of-war.  She  was  a  small  steamer  engaged  in  a  scientific  enterprise 
intended  for  the  advantage  of  commercial  states  generally.  Under 
these  circumstnnces,  I  am  constrained  to  consider  the  attack  upon  her 
as  unjustifiable,  and  as  calling  for  satisfaction  from  the  Paraguayan 
government. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States,  also,  who  were  established  in  busi- 
ness in  Paraguay,  have  had  their  property  seized  and  taken  from 
them,  and  have  otherwise  been  treated  by  the  authorities  in  an  insult- 
ing and  arbitrary  manner,  which  requires  redress. 

A  demand  for  these  purposes  will  be  made  in  a  firm  but  concilia- 
tory spirit.  This  will  the  more  probably  be  granted  if  the  Executive 
shall  have  authority  to  use  other  means  in  the  event  of  a  refiisal. 
This  is  accordingly  recommended. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  state  in  detail  the  alarming  condition  of  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  at  the  time  of  my  inauguration.  The  opposing 
parties  then  stood  in  hostile  array  against  each  other,  and  any  accident 
might  have  relighted  the  flames  of  civil  war.  Besides,  at  this  critical 
moment,  Kansas  was  left  without  a  governor  by  the  resignation  of 
Governor  Geary. 

On  the  19th  of  February  previous,  the  territorial  legislature  had 
passed  a  law  providing  for  the  election  of  delegates  on  the  third  Monday 
of  June,  to  a  convention  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  for 
ibe  purpose  of  framing  a  constitution  preparatory  to  admission  into 
the 'Union.  This  law  was  in  the  main  fair  and  just ;  and  it  is  to  be 
f«gretted  that  all  the  qualified  electors  had  not  registered  themselves 
And  voted  ui^der  its  provisions. 

At  the  time  of  the  election  for  delegates,  an  extensive  organization 
existed  in  the  Territory,  whose  avowed  object  it  was,  if  need  be,  to 
nut  down  the  lawful  government  by  force,  and  to  establish  a  govern- 
ment of  their  own  under  the  so-called  Topeka  constitution.    The  per- 
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sons  attached  to  this  revolutionary  organization  abstained  from  taking 
any  part  in  the  election. 

The  act  of  the  territorial  legislature  had  omitted  to  provide  for  sub- 
mitting to  the  people  the  constitution  which  might  be  framed  by  the 
convention ;  and  in  the  excited  state  of  public  feeling  throughout 
Kansas,  an  apprehension  extensively  prevailed  that  a  design  existed 
to  force  upon  them  a  constitution,  in  relation  to  slavery,  against  their 
will.  In  this  emergency  it  became  my  duty,  as  it  was  my  unques- 
tionable right,  having  in  view  the  union  of  all  good  citizens  in  support 
of  the  territorial  laws,  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  true  construction 
of  the  provisions  concerning  slavery  contained  in  the  organic  act  of 
Congress  of  the  30th  May,  1864.  Congress  declared  it  to  be 'Hhe 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  not  to  legislate  slavery  into  any 
Territory  or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people 
thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  institutions 
in  their  own  way."  Under  it  Kansas,  "when  admitted  as  a  State," 
was  to  "be  received  into  the  Union  with  or  without  slavery,  as  their 
constitution  may  prescribe  at  the  time  of  their  admission." 

Did  Congress  mean  by  this  language  that  the  delegates  elected  to 
frame  a  constitution  should  have  authority  finally  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery,  or  did  they  intend  by  leaving  it  to  the  people  that  the 
people  of  Kansas  themselves  should  decide  this  question  by  a  direct 
vote?  On  this  subject  I  confess  I  had  never  entertained  a  serious 
doubt,  and,  therefore,  in  my  instructions  to  Governor  Walker  of  the 
28th  March  last,  I  merely  said  that  when  "  a  constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  Territory,  they  must  be  protected  in 
the  exercise  of  their  right  of  voting  for  or  against  that  instrument, 
and  the  fair  expression  of  the  popular  will  must  not  be  interrupted  by 
fraud  or  violence." 

In  expressing  this  opinion  it  was  far  from  my  intention  to  interfere 
with  the  decision  of  the  people  of  Kansas,  either  for  or  against  slavery. 
From  this  I  have  always  carefully  abstained.  Intrusted  with  the  duty 
of  taking  "  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,"  my  only  desire 
was  that  the  people  of  Kansas  should  furnish  to  Congress  the  evidence 
required  by  the  organic  act,  whether  for  or  against  slavery  ;  and  in 
this  manner  smooth  their  passage  into  the  Union.  In  emerging  from 
the  condition  of  territorial  dependence  into  that  of  a  sovereign  State, 
it  was  their  duty,  in  my  opinion,  to  make  known  their  will  by  the 
votes  of  the  majority,  on  the  direct  question,  whether  this  important 
domestic  institution  should  or  should  not  continue  to  exist.     Indeed, 
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this  was  the  only  possible  mode  in  which  their  will  could  be  authen- 
tically ascertained. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  must  necessarily  take  place 
in  separate  districts.  From  this  cause  it  may  readily  happen,  as  has 
often  been  the  case,  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  a  State  or  Territory 
are  on  one  side  of  a  question,  whilst  a  majority  of  the  representatives 
from  the  several  districts  into  which  it  is  divided  may  be  upon  the 
other  side.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  in  some  districts  delegates 
may  be  elected  by  small  majorities,  whilst  in  others  those  of  different 
sentiments  may  receive  majorities  sufficiently  great  not  only  to  over- 
come the  votes  given  for  the  former,  but  to  leave  a  large  majority  of 
the  whole  people  in  direct  opposition  to  a  majority  of  the  delegates. 
Besides,  our  history  proves  that  influences  may  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  representative  sufficiently  powerful  to  induce  him  to  disregard 
the  will  of  his  constituents.  The  truth  is,  that  no  other  authentic 
and  satisfactory  mode  exists  of  ascertaining  the  will  of  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  any  State  or  Territory  on  an  important  and  exciting 
question  like  that  of  slavery  in  Kansas,  except  by  leaving  it  to  a  di- 
rect vote.  How  wise,  then,  was  it  for  Congress  to  pass  over  all  sub- 
ordinate and  intermediate  agencies,  and  proceed  directly  to  the  source 
of  all  legitimate  power  under  our  institutions  I 

How  vain  would  any  other  principle  prove  in  practice  !  This  may 
be  illustrated  by  the  case  of  Kansas.  Should  she  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  with  a  constitution  either  maintaining  or  abolishing 
slavery,  against  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  this  could  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  continue  and  to  exasperate  the  existing  agitation  during 
the  brief  period  required  to  make  the  constitution  conform  to  the  irre- 
sistible will  of  the  majority. 

The  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Nebraska  and  Kansas  act,  when 
struggling  on  a  recent  occasion  to  sustain  its  wise  provisions  before 
the  great  tribunal  of  the  American  people,  never  differed  about  its 
true  meaning  on  this  subject.  Everywhere  throughout  the  Union 
they  publicly  pledged  their  faith  and  their  honor  that  they  would 
cheerfully  submit  the  question  of  slavery  to  the  decision  of  the  bona 
fide  people  of  Kansas,  without  any  restriction  or  qualification  what- 
ever. All  were  cordially  united  upon  the  great  doctrine  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  is  the  vital  principal  of  our  free  institutions.  Had 
it,  then,  been  insinuated  from  any  quarter  that  it  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  organic  law  for  the 
members  of  a  convention,  thereafter  to  be  elected,  to  withhold  the 
questiop  of  slavery  irom  the  people,  and  to  substitute  their  own  will 
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for  that  of  a  legally-ascertained  majority  of  all  their  constituents, 
this  would  have  been  instantly  rejected.  Everywhere  they  remained 
true  to  the  resolution  adopted  on  a  celebrated  occasion  recognizing 
"the  right  of  the  people  of  all  the  Territories — including  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  acting  through  the  legally  and  fairly  expressed  will  of  a 
majority  of  actual  residents,  and  whenever  the  number  of  their  in- 
habitants justifies  it — to  form  a  constitution  with  or  without  slavery, 
and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  terms  of  perfect  equality  with 
the  other  States." 

The  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  Kansas  met  on  the  first 
Monday  of  September  last.  They  were  called  together  by  virtue  of  an 
act  of  the  territorial  legislature,  whose  lawful  existence  had  been  re- 
cognized by  Congress  in  difierent  forms  and  by  different  enactments. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  citizens  of  Kansas  did  not  think  proper  to 
register  their  names  and  to  vote  at  the  election  for  delegates  ;  but  an 
opportunity  to  do  this  having  been  fairly  afforded,  their  refusal  to 
avail  themselves  of  their  right  could  in  no  manner  affect  the  legality 
of  the  convention. 

This  convention  proceeded  to  frame  a  constitution  for  Kansas,  and 
finally  adjourned  on  the  7th  day  of  November.  But  little  diflSculty 
occurred  in  the  convention,  except  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  general  provisions  of  our  recent  State  constitutions 
are  so  similar,  and,  I  may  add,  so  excellent,  that  the  difference  be- 
tween them  is  not  essential.  Under  the  earlier  practice  of  the  gov- 
ernment, no  constitution  framed  by  the  convention  of  a  Territory  pre- 
paratory to  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State  had  been  submitted 
to  the  people.  I  trust,  however,  the  example  set  by  the  last  Congress, 
requiring  that  the  constitution  of  Minnesota  "should  be  subject  to  the 
approval  and  ratification  of  the  people  of  the  proposed  State,"  may 
be  followed  on  future  occasions.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  con- 
vention of  Kansas  would  act  in  accordance  with  this  example,  founded, 
as  it  is,  on  correct  principles ;  and  hence  my  instructions  to  Governor 
Walker,  in  favor  of  submitting  the  constitution  to  the  people,  were 
expressed  in  general  and  unqualified  terms. 

In  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act,  however,  this  requirement,  as  appli- 
cable to  the  whole  constitution,  had  not  been  inserted,  and  the  conven- 
tion were  not  bound  by  its  terms  to  submit  any  other  portion  of  the 
instrument  to  an  election,  except  tnat  which  relates  to  the  "  domestic 
institution  "  of  slavery.  This  will  be  rendered  clear  by  a  simple  re- 
ference to  its  language.  It  was  "not  to  legislate  slavery  into  any 
Territory  or  State,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but  to  leave  the  people 
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thereof  perfectly  free  to  form  and  regulate  their  domestic  inatitntions 
in  their  own  way."  According  to  the  plain  conBtmction  of  the  sen- 
tence, the  words  'domestic  institutiona  "  have  a  direct  as  they  have 
an  appropriate  reference  to  slavery.  "Domestic  institutions"  are 
limited  to  the  family.  The  relation  between  master  and  slave  and  a 
few  others  are  "  domestic  institutions/'  and  are  entirely  distinct  from 
institutions  of  a  political  character.  Besides,  there  was  no  question 
then  before  Congress,  nor  indeed  has  there  since  been  any  serious 
question  before  the  people  of  Kansas  or  the  country,  except  that  which 
relates  to  the  "  domestic  institution  "  of  slavery. 

The  convention,  after  an  angry  and  excited  debate,  finally  deter- 
mined, by  a  majority  of  only  two,  to  submit  the  question  of  slavery 
to  the  people,  though  at  the  last  forty-three  of  the  fifty  delegates  pre- 
sent a£Sxed  their  signatures  to  the  constitution. 

A  large  majority  of  the  convention  were  in  favor  of  establishing 
slavery  in  Kansas.  They  accordingly  inserted  an  article  in  the  con- 
stitution for  this  purpose  similar  in  form  to  those  which  had  been 
adopted  by  other  territorial  conventions.  In  the  schedule,  however, 
providing  for  the  transition  from  a  territorial  to  a  State  government, 
the  question  has  been  fairly  and  explicitly  referred  to  the  people, 
whether  they  will  have  a  constitution  "with  or  without  slavery."  It 
declares  that,  before  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  convention  '^  shall 
be  sent  to  Congress  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State,"  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  to  decide  this  question,  at  which  all  the  white  male 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  above  the  age  of  21  are  entitled  to  vote. 
They  are  to  vote  by  ballot;  and  "the  ballots  cast  at  said  election  shall 
be  endorsed  *  constitution  with  slavery,'  and  *  constitution  with  no 
slavery.' "  If  there  be  a  majority  in  favor  of  the  "constitution  with 
slavery,"  then  it  is  to  be  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  president  of 
the  convention  in  its  original  form.  If,  on  the  contrary,  there  shall 
be  a  majority  in  favor  of  the  "  constitution  with  no  slavery,"  "then 
the  article  providing  for  slavery  shall  be  stricken  from  the  constitution 
by  the  president  of  this  convention;"  and  it  is  expressly  declared 
that  "  no  slavery  shall  exist  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  except  that  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves  now  in  the  Territory  shall  in  no  manner 
be  interfered  with;"  and  in  that  event  it  is  made  his  duty  to  have 
the  constitution  thus  ratified  transmitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  for  the  admishion  of  the  State  into  the  Union. 

At  this  election  every  citizen  will  have  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing his  opinion  by  his  vote  "  whether  Kansas  shall  be  received  into 
the  Union  with  or  without  slavery,"  and  thus  this  exciting  question 
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may  be  peacefully  settled  in  the  very  mode  required  by  the  organic 
law.  The  election  will  be  held  under  legitimate  authority,  and  if 
any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  shall  refuse  to  vote,  a  fair  opportunity 
to  do  so  having  been  presented,  this  will  be  their  own  voluntary  act, 
and  they  alone  will  be  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

Whether  Kansas  shall  be  a  free  or  a  slave  State,  must  eventually, 
under  some  authority,  be  decided  by  an  election ;  and  the  question 
can  never  be  more  clearly  or  distinctly  presented  to  the  people  than 
it  is  at  the  present  moment.  Should  this  opportunity  be  rejected,  she 
may  be  involved  for  years  in  domestic  discord,  and  possibly  in  civil 
war,  before  she  can  again  make  up  the  issue  now  so  fortunately 
tendered,  and  again  reach  the  point  she  has  already  attained. 

Kansas  has  for  some  years  occupied  too  much  of  the  public  atten- 
tion. It  is  high  time  this  should  be  directed  to  far  more  import- 
ant objects.  When  once  admitted  into  the  Union,  whether  with  or 
without  slavery,  the  excitement  beyond  her  own  limits  will  speedily 
pass  away,  and  she  will  then,  for  the  first  time,  be  left,  as  she  ought 
to  have  been  long  since,  to  manage  her  own  affairs  in  her  own  way. 
If  her  constitution  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  on  any  other  subject, 
be  displeasing  to  a  majority  of  the  people,  no  human  power  can  pre- 
vent them  from  changing  it  within  a  brief  period.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  whole  country  are  not  of  greater  importance  than  the  mere  tem- 
porary triumph  of  either  of  the  political  parties  in  Kansas. 

Should  the  constitution  without  slavery  be  adopted  by  the  votes  of 
the  majority,  the  rights  of  property  in  slaves  now  in  the  Territory 
are  reserved.  The  number  of  these  is  very  small;  but  if  it  were 
greater  the  provision  would  be  equally  just  and  reasonable.  The 
slaves  were  brought  into  the  Territory  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  now  the  property  of  their  masters.  This  point 
has  at  length  been  finally  decided  by  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of 
the  country — ^and  this  upon  the  plain  principle  that  when  a  con- 
federacy of  sovereign  States  acquire  a  new  territory  at  their  joint 
expense,  both  equality  and  justice  demand  that  the  citizens  of  one  and 
all  of  them  shall  have  the  right  to  take  into  it  whatsoever  is  recog- 
nized as  property  by  the  common  Constitution.  To  have  summarily 
confiscated  the  property  in  slaves  already  in  the  Territory  would 
have  been  an  act  of  gross  injustice,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the 
older  States  of  the  Union  which  have  abolished  slavery. 

A  territorial  government  was  established  for  Utah  by  act  of  Con- 
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gress  approved  the  9th  Septemher,  1850,  and  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  were  thereby  extended  over  it  **  so  far  as 
the  same,  or  any  provisions  thereof,  may  be  applicable."  This  act 
provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  of  a  governor,  who  was  to  be  ex-officio 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  a  secretary,  three  judges  of  the 
supreme  court,  a  marshal,  and  a  district  attorney.  Subsequent  acts 
provided  for  the  appointment  of  the  officers  necessary  to  extend  our 
land  and  our  Indian  system  over  the  Territory.  Brigham  Young 
was  appointed  the  first  governor  on  the  20th  September,  1850,  and 
has  held  the  office  ever  since.  Whilst  Governor  Young  has  been 
both  governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  throughout  this 
period,  he  has  been  at  the  same  time  the  head  of  the  church  called 
the  Latter-Day  Saints^  and  professes  to  govern  its  members  and  dis- 
pose of  their  property  by  direct  inspiration  and  authority  from  the 
Almighty.  His  power  has  been,  therefore,  absolute  over  both  church 
and  State. 

The  people  of  Utah,  almost  exclusively,  belong  to  this  church,  and 
believing  with  a  fanatical  spirit  that  he  is  governor  of  the  Territory 
by   divine  appointment,  they  obey  his  commands  as  if  these   were 
direct  revelations  from  Heaven.     If,  therefore,  he  chooses  that  his 
government  shall  come  into  collision  with  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  the  members  of  the  Mormon  church  will  yield  implicit 
obedience  to  his  will.     Unfortunately,  existing  facts  leave  but  little 
doubt  that  such  is  his  determination.     Without  entering   upon  a 
minute  history  of  occurrences,  it  in  sufficient  to  say  that  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  judicial  and  executive,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  two  Indian  agents,  have  found  it  necessary  ibr  their  own 
personal  safety  to  withdraw  from  the  Territory,  and  there  no  longer 
remains  any  government  in   Utah  but  the  despotism  of  Brigham 
Young.     This  being  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Territory,  I  could 
not  mistake  the  path  of  duty.     As  Chief  Executive  Magistrate,  I  was 
bound  to  restore  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  within 
its  limits.     In  order  to  effect  this  purpose,  I  appointed  a  new  gov- 
ernor and  other  federal  officers  for  Utah,  and  sent  with  them  a  mil- 
itary force  for  their  protection,  and  to  aid  as  &  posse  comitatus,  in  case 
of  need,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

With  the  religious  opinions  of  the  Mormons,  as  long  as  they  re- 
mained mere  opinions,  however  deplorable  in  themselves  and  revolting 
to  the  moral  and  religious  sentiments  of  all  Christendom,  I  had  no 
right  to  interfere.     Actions  alone,  when  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  become  the  legitimate  subjects  for 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  magistrate.  My  instructions  to  Governor 
Gumming  have  therefore  been  framed  in  strict  accordance  with  these 
principles.  At  their  date  a  hope  was  indulged  that  no  necessity 
might  exist  for  employing  the  military  in  restoring  and  maintaining 
the  authority  of  the  law  ;  but  this  hope  has  now  vanished.  Governor 
Young  has,  by  proclamation^  declared  his  determination  to  maintain 
his  power  by  force,  and  has  already  committed  acts  of  hostility 
against  the  United  States.  Unless  he  should  retrace  his  steps  the 
Territory  of  Utah  will  be  in  a  state  of  open  rebellion.  He  has  com- 
mitted these  acts  of  hostility  notwithstanding  Major  Van  Yliet,  an 
officer  of  the  army,  sent  to  Utah  by  the  commanding  general  to  pur- 
chase provisions  for  the  troops,  had  given  him  the  strongest  assur- 
ances of  the  peaceful  intentions  of  the  government,  and  that  the 
troops  would  only  be  employed  as  a  posse  comUaius  when  called  on  by 
the  civil  authority  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Governor  Young  has  long  contem- 
plated this  result.  He  knows  that  tht;  continuance  of  his  despotic 
power  depends  upon  the  exclusion  of  all  settlers  from  the  Territory, 
except  those  who  will  acknowledge  his  divine  mission  and  implicitly 
obey  his  will ;  and  that  an  enlightened  public  opinion  there  would 
soon  prostrate  institutions  at  war  with  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man. 
He  has,  therefore,  for  several  years,  in  order  to  maintain  his  inde- 
pendence, been  industriously  employed  in  collecting  and  fabricating 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  in  disciplining  the  Mormons  for  mili- 
tary service.  As  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  he  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  tampering  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  exciting  their 
hostile  feelings  against  the  United  States.  This,  according  to  our 
information,  he  has  accomplished  in  regard  to  some  of  these  tribes, 
while  others  have  remained  true  to  their  allegiance,  and  have  commu- 
nicated his  intrigues  to  our  Indian  agents.  He  has  laid  in  a  store  of 
provisions  for  three  years,  which,  in  case  of  necessity,  as  he  informed 
Major  Yan  Yliet,  he  will  conceal,  ^^and  then  take  to  the  mountains, 
and  bid  defiance  to  aU  the  powers  of  the  government." 

A  great  part  of  all  this  may  be  idle  boasting  ;  but  yet  no  wise  gov- 
ernment will  lightly  estimate  the  efforts  which  may  be  inspired  by 
such  phrensied  fanaticism  as  exists  among  the  Mormons  in  Utah. 
This  is  the  first  rebellion  which  has  existed  in  our  Territories ;  and 
humanity  itself  requires  that  we  should  put  it  down  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  shall  be  the  last.  To  trifle  with  it  would  be  to  encourage  it  and 
to  render  it  formidable.    We  ought  to  go  there  with  such  an  imposing 
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force  as  to  convince  'these  deluded  people  that  resistance  would  be 
vain,  and  thus  spare  the  effusion  of  blood.  We  can  in  this  manner 
best  convince  them  that  we  are  their  friends,  not  their  enemies.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this  object,  it  will  be  necessary,  according  to  the 
estimate  of  the  War  Department^  to  raise  four  additional  regiments ; 
and  this  I  earnestly  recommend  to  Congress.  At  the  present  moment 
of  depression  in  the  revenues  of  the  country  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged 
to  recommend  such  a  measure ;  but  I  feel  confident  of  the  support  of 
Congress,  cost  what  it  may,  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  and  in 
restoring  and  maintaining  the  sovereignty  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  over  the  Territory  of  Utah. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  govern- 
ment over  Arizona,  incorporating  with  it  such  portions  of  New  Mexico 
as  they  may  deem  expedient.  I  need  scarcely  adduce  arguments  in 
support  of  this  recommendation.  We  are  bound  to  protect  the  lives 
and  the  property  of  our  citizens  inhabiting  Arizona,  and  these  are  now 
without  any  efficient  protection.  Their  present  number  is  already 
considerable,  and  is  rapidly  increasing,  notwithstanding  the  disad- 
vantages under  which  they  labor.  Besides,  the  proposed  Territory  is 
believed  to  be  rich  in  mineral  and  agricultural  resources,  especially  in 
silver  and  copper.  The  mails  of  the  United  States  to  California  are 
now  carried  over  it  throughout  its  whole  extent,  and  this  route  is 
known  to  be  the  nearest,  and  believed  to  be  the  best  to  the  Pacific. 

Long  experience  has  deeply  convinced  me  that  a  strict  construction 
of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress  is  the  only  true,  as  well  as  the  only 
safe,  theory  of  the  Constitution.  Whilst  this  principle  shall  guide 
my  public  conduct,  I  consider  it  clear  that  under  the  war-making 
power  Congress  may  appropriate  money  for  the  construction  of  a  mili- 
tary road  through  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  when  this  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  of  any  of  the  States  against 
foreign  invasion.  The  Constitution  has  conferred  upon  Congress  power 
"  to  declare  war,"  **  to  raise  and  support  armies,"  *'  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  navy,"  and  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  ^^  repel  invasions." 
These  high  sovereign  powers  necessarily  involve  important  and  re- 
sponsible public  duties,  and  among  them  there  is  none  so  sacred  aqff  so 
imperative  as  that  of  preserving  our  soil  from  the  invasion  of  a  foreign 
enemy.  The  Constitution  has,  therefore,  left  nothing  on  this  point 
to  construction,  but  expressly  requires  that  **the  United  States  shall 
protect  each  of  them  [the  States]  against  invasion."  Now,  if  a  mili- 
tary road  over  our  own  territories  be  indispensably  necessary  to  enable 
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Qs  to  meet  and  repel  the  invader,  it  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence 
not  only  that  we  possess  the  power,  but  it  is  our  imperative  duty  to 
construct  such  a  road.  It  would  be  an  absurdity  to  invest  a  govern- 
ment with  the  unlimited  power  to  make  and  conduct  war,  and  at  the 
same  time  deny  to  it  the  only  means  of  reaching  and  defeating  the 
enemy  at  the  frontier.  Without  such  a  road  it  is  quite  evident  we 
cannot  ^^  protect"  California  and  our  Pacific  possessions  '^  against  in- 
vasion.' '  We  cannot  by  any  other  means  transport  men  and  munitions 
of  war  from  the  Atlantic  States  in  sufficient  time  successfully  to  defend 
these  remote  and  distant  portions  of  the  republic. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  routes  across  the  isthmus  of  Central 
America  are  at  best  but  a  very  uncertain  and  unreliable  mode  of  com- 
munication. But  even  if  this  were  not  the  case,  they  would  at  once 
be  closed  against  us  in  the  event  of  war  with  a  naval  power  so  much 
stronger  than  our  own  as  to  enable  it  to  blockade  the  ports  at  either 
end  of  these  routes.  After  all,  therefore,  we  can  only  rely  upon  a 
military  road  through  our  own  territories  ;  and  ever  since  the  origin 
of  the  government  Congress  has  been  in  the  practice  of  appropriating 
money  from  the  public  treasury  for  the  construction  of  such  roads. 

The  difficulties  and  the  expense  of  constructing  a  military  railroad 
to  connect  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific  States  have  been  greatly  exagger- 
ated. The  distance  on  the  Arizona  route  near  the  32d  parallel  of 
north  latitude,  between  the  western  boundary  of  Texas  on  the  Bio 
Grande  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  California  on  the  Colorado,  from 
the  best  explorations  now  within  our  knowledge,  does  not  exceed  four 
hundred  and  seventy  miles,  and  the  face  of  the  country  is,  in  the 
main,  favorable.  For  obvious  reasons  the  government  ought  not  to 
undertake  the  work  itself  by  means  of  its  own  agents.  This  ought  to 
be  committed  to  other  agencies,  which  Congress  might  assist,  either 
by  grants  of  land  or  money,  or  by  both,  upon  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  they  may  deem  most  beneficial  for  the  country.  Provision 
might  thus  be  made  not  only  for  the  safe,  rapid,  and  economical 
transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  but  also  of  the  public 
mails.  The  commercial  interests  of  the  whole  country,  both  etist  and 
west,  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such  a  road  ;  and,  above  all,  it 
would  be  a  powerful  additional  bond  of  Union.  And  although  ad- 
vantages of  <this  kind,  whether  postal,  commercial,  or  political,  can- 
not confer  constitutional  power,  yet  they  may  furnish  auxiliary 
arguments  in  favor  of  expediting  a  work  which,  in  my  judgment,  is 
clearly  embraced  within  the  war-making  power. 
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For  these  reasons  I  commend  to  the  friendly  consideration  of  Con- 
gress the  subject  of  the  Pacific  railroad,  without  finally  committing 
myself  to  any  particular  route. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  furnish  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  public  finances  and  of  the  respective 
branches  of  the  public  service  devolved  upon  that  department  of  the 
government.  By  this  report  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  revenue 
received  from  all  sources  into  the  treasury  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  June,  1867,  was  sixty-eight  million  six  hundred  and 
thirty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
cents,  (168,631,613  67,)  which  amount,  with  the  balance  of  nineteen 
million  nine  hundred  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  forty-five  cents,  ($19,901,325  46,)  remaining  in  the  treasury 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  made  an  aggregate  for  the  service  of 
the  year  of  eighty-eight  million  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  ($88,532,- 
839  12.) 

The  public  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1857, 
amounted  to  seventy  million  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents, 
(170,822,724  85,)  of  which  five  million  nine  hundred  and  forty-three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents 
(15,943,896  91)  were  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
including  interest  and  premium,  leaving  in  the  tretisury  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  fiscal  year  on  the  1st  July,  1857,  seventeen 
million  seven  hundred  and  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  fourteen 
dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  ($17,710,114  27.) 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  commencing  1st  July,  1857,  were  twenty  million  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  dol- 
lars and  eighty-one  cents,  ($20,929,819  81,)  and  the  estimated  receipts 
of  the  remaining  three  quarters  to  the  30th  June,  1858,  are  thirty-six 
million  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ($36,760,000,) 
making,  with  the  balance  before  stated,  an  aggregate  of  seventy-five 
million  three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars  and  eight  cents  ($75,389,934  08)  for  the  service 
of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

The  actual  expenditures  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
fiscal  year  were  twenty-three  million  seven  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  five  hundred  twenty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents, 
($23,714,528  37,)  of  which  three  million  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
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five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  thirty-nine 
cents  ($3,895,232  39)  were  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  including  interest  and  premium.  The  probable  expenditures  of 
the  remaining  three  quarters,  to  30th  June,  1858,  are  fifty-one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars  and  four  cents,  ($51,248,530  04,)  including  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  making  an  aggregate  of  seventy-four  million  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  thousand  fifty-eight  dollars  and  forty-one  cents, 
($74,963,058  41,)  leaving  an  estimated  balance  in  the  trectsury  at  the 
close  of  the  present  fiscal  year  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents, 
($426,875  67.) 

The  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
fiscal  year  was  twenty- nine  million  sixty  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-six  dollars  and  ninety  cents,  ($29,060,386  90.) 

The  amount  redeemed  since  the  1st  of  July  was  three  million  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars 
and  thirty-nine  cents,  ($3,895,232  39,)  leaving  a  balance  unredeemed 
at  this  time  of  twenty-five  million  one  hundred  and  sixty-five 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents, 
($25,165,154  51.) 

The  amount  of  estimated  expenditures  for  the  remaining  three 
quarters  of  the  present  fiscal  year  will,  in  all  probability,  be  increased 
from  the  causes  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary.  His  sugges- 
tion, therefore,  that  authority  should  be  given  to  supply  any  tempo- 
rary deficiency  by  the  issue  of  a  limited  amount  of  treasury  notes,  is 
approved,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  passage  of  such  a  law. 

As  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  the  tariflF  of  March  3, 1857, 
has  been  in  operation  for  so  short  a  period  of  time,  and  under  circum- 
stances so  unfavorable  to  a  just  development  of  its  results  as  a  revenue 
measure,  that  I  should  regard  it  as  inexpedient,  at  least  for  the 
present,  to  undertake  its  revision. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  reports  made  to  me  by  the  Secretaries  of 
War  and  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Interior  and  of  the  Postmaster  General. 
They  all  contain  valuable  and  important  information  and  suggestions, 
which  I  commend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

I   have  already  recommended  the  raising  of  four  additional  regi- 
ments, and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  presents  strong  reasons, 
proving  this  increase  of  the  army,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
be  indispensable. 
I  would  call  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to  the  reoommenda- 
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tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  favor  of  the  construction  of  ten 
small  war  steamers  of  light  draught.  For  some  years  the  government 
has  been  obliged  on  many  occasions  to  hire  such  steamers  from  indi- 
viduals to  supply  its  pressing  wants.  At  the  present  moment  we 
have  no  armed  vessel  in  the  navy  which  can  penetrate  the  rivers  of 
China.  We  have  but  few  which  can  enter  any  of  the  harbors  south 
of  Norfolk^  although  many  millions  of  foreign  and  domestic  commerce 
annually  pass  in  and  out  of  these  harbors.  Some  of  our  most  vala- 
able  interests  and  most  vulnerable  points  are  thus  left  exposed.  This 
class  of  vessels  of  light  draught,  great  speed,  and  heavy  guns  woold 
be  formidable  in  coast  defence.  The  cost  of  their  construction  will  not 
be  great,  and  they  will  require  but  a  comparatively  small  expenditure 
to  keep  them  in  commission.  In  time  of  peace  they  will  prove  as 
effective  as  much  larger  vessels,  and  more  useful.  One  of  them 
should  be  at  every  station  where  we  maintain  a  squadron,  and  three 
or  four  should  be  constantly  employed  on  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts.  Economy,  utility,  and  efficiency  combine  to  recommend  them 
as  almost  indispensable.  Ten  of  these  small  vessels  would  be  of  in- 
calculable advantage  to  the  naval  service,  and  the  whole  cost  of  their 
construction  would  not  exceed  two  million  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  or  $230,000  each. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  worthy  of  grave  con- 
sideration. It  treats  of  the  numerous,  important,  and  diversified 
branches  of  domestic  administration  intrusted  to  him  by  law.  Among 
these  the  most  prominent  are  the  public  lands  and  our  relations  with 
the  Indians. 

Our  system  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands,  originating  with 
the  fathers  of  the  republic,  has  been  improved  as  experience  pointed 
the  way,  and  gradually  adapted  to  the  growth  and  settlement  of  our 
western  States  and  Territories.  It  has  worked  well  in  practice.  Al- 
ready thirteen  States  and  seven  Territories  have  been  carved  out  of 
these  lo.^  Jh,  and  still  more  than  a  thousand  millions  of  acres  remain 
unsold.  What  a  boundless  prospect  this  presents  to  our  country  of 
future  prosperity  and  power  I 

We  have  heretofore  disposed  of  363,862,464  acres  of  the  public 
land.' 

Whilst  the  public  lands,  as  a  source  of  revenue,  are  of  great  import- 
ance, their  importance  is  far  greater  as  furnishing  homes  for  a  hardy 
and  independent  race^  of  honest  and  industrious  citizens,  who  desire 
to  subdue  and  cultivate  the  soil.  They  ought  to  be  administered 
mainly  with  a  view  of  promoting  this  wise  and  benevolent  policy. 


OF  THE  PBESroENT.  31 

In  appropriating  them  for  any  other  purpose,  we  ought  to  use  even 
greater  economy  than  if  they  had  been  converted  into  money  and  the 
proceeds  were  already  in  the  public  treasury.  To  squander  away  this 
richest  and  noblest  inheritance  which  any  people  have  ever  enjoyed 
upon  objects  of  doubtful  constitutionality  or  expediency,  would  be  to 
violate  one  of  the  most  important  trusts  ever  committed  to  any  people. 
Whilst  I  do  not  deny  to  Congress  the  power,  when  acting  bona  fide  as 
a  proprietor,  to  give  away  portions  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
ing the  value  of  the  remainder,  yet,  considering  the  great  temptation 
to  abuse  this  power,  we  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  its  exercise. 

Actual  settlers  under  existing  laws  are  protected  against  other 
purchasers  at  the  public  sales,  in  their  right  of  pre-emption,  to  the 
extent  of  a  quarter-section,  or  160  acres  of  land.  The  remainder 
may  then  be  disposed  of  at  public  or  entered  at  private  sale  in  un- 
limited quantities. 

Speculation  has  of  late  years  prevailed  to  a  great  extent  in  the 
public  lands.  The  consequence  has  been  that  large  portions  of  them 
have  become  the  property  of  individuals  and  companies,  and  thus  the 
price  is  greatly  enhanced  to  those  who  desire  to  purchase  for  actual 
settlement.  In  order  to  limit  the  area  of  speculation  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title  and  the  extension  of  the 
public  surveys  ought  only  to  keep  pace  with  the  tide  of  emigration. 

If  Congress  should  hereafter  grant  alternate  sections  to  States  or 
companies,  as  they  have  done  heretofore,  I  recommend  that  the  inter- 
mediate sections  retained  by  the  government  should  be  subject  to 
pre-emption  by  actual  settlers. 

It  ought  ever  to  be  our  cardinal  policy  to  reserve  the  public  lands 
as  much  as  may  be  for  actual  settlers,  and  this  at  moderate  prices. 
We  shall  thus  not  only  best  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  new  States 
and  Territpries,  and  the  power  of  the  Union,  but  shall  secure  homes 
for  our  posterity  for  many  generations. 

The  extension  of  our  limits  has  brought  within  our  jurisdiction 
many  additional  and  populous  tribes  of  Indians,  a  large  proportion  of 
which  are  wild,  untractable,  and  difficult  to  control.  Predatory  and 
warlike  in  their  disposition  and  habits,  it  is  impossible  altogether  to 
restrain  them  from  committing  aggressions  on  each  other,  as  well  as 
upon  our  frontier  citizens  and  those  emigrating  to  our  distant  States 
and  Territories.  Hence  expensive  military  expeditions  are  frequently 
necessary  to  overawe  and  chastise  the  more  lawless  and  hostile. 

The  present  system  of  making  them  valuable  presents  to  influence 
them  to  remain  at  peace  has  proved  ineffectual.     It  is  believed  to  be 
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the  better  policy  to  colonize  them  in  suitable  localities,  where  they 
can  receive  the  rudiments  of  education  and  be  gradually  induced  to 
adopt  habits  of  industry.  So  far  as  the  experiment  has  been  tried  it 
has  worked  well  in  practice,  and  it  will  doubtless  prove  to  be  less 
expensive  than  the  present  system. 

The  whole  number  of  Indians  within  our  territorial  limits  is 
believed  to  be,  from  the  best  data  in  the  Interior  Department,  about 
325,000. 

The  tribes  of  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Creeks,  settled 
in  the  territory  set  apart  for  them  west  of  Arkansas,  are  rapidly 
advancing  in  education  and  in  all  the  arts  of  civilization  and  self- 
government  ;  and  we  may  indulge  the  agreeable  anticipation  that  at 
no  very  distant  day  they  will  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  as  one 
of  the  sovereign  States. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Greneral  that  the 
Post  Office  Department  still  continues  to  depend  on  the  treasury,  as  it 
has  been  compelled  to  do  for  several  years  past,  for  an  important  por- 
tion of  the  means  of  sustaining  and  extending  its  operations.  Their 
rapid  growth  and  expansion  are  shown  by  a  decennial  statement  of  the 
number  of  post  offices,  and  the  length  of  post  roads,  commencing  with 
the  year  1827.  In  that  year  there  were  7,000  post  offices;  in  1837, 
11,177;  in  1847,  15,146;  and  in  1857  they  number  26,586.  In  this 
year  1,725  post  offices  have  been  established  and  704  discontinued, 
leaving  a  net  increase  of  1,021.  The  postmasters  of  368  offices  are 
appointed  by  the  President. 

The  length  of  post  roads  in  1827  was  105,336  miles;  in  1837, 141,242 
miles ;  in  1847, 153,818  miles;  and  in  the  year  1857  there  are  242,601 
miles  of  post  road,  including  22,530  miles  of  railroad,  on  which  the 
mails  are  transported. 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
30th  June,  1857,  as  adjusted  by  the  Auditor,  amounted  to  |11,507,670. 
To  defray  these  expenditures  there  was  to  the  credit  of  the  department 
on  the  1st  July,  1856,  the  sum  of  $789,599 ;  the  gross  revenue  of  the 
year,  including  the  annual  allowances  for  the  transportation  of  free 
mail  matter,  produced  $8,053,951 ;  and  the  remainder  was  supplied  by 
the  appropriation  from  the  treasury  of  $2,250,000,  granted  by  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  August  18,  1856,  and  by  the  appropriation  of 
$666,883  made  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1857,  leaving  $252,763  to  be 
carried  to  the  credit  of  the  department  in  the  accounts  of  the  current 
year.  I  commend  to  your  consideration  the  report  of  the  department 
in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  the  overland  mail  route  from  the 
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Mississippi  river  to  San  Francisco,  California.  The  ronte  was  selected 
with  my  full  concurrence,  as  the  one,  in  my  judgment,  best  calculated 
to  attain  the  important  objects  contemplated  by  Congress. 

The  late  disastrous  monetary  revulsion  may  have  one  good  effect 
should  it  cause  both  the  government  and  the  people  to  return  to  the 
practice  of  a  wise  and  judicious  economy  both  in  public  and  private 
expenditures. 

An  overflowing  treasury  has  led  to  habits  of  prodigality  and  ex- 
travagance in  our  legislation.  It  has  induced  Congress  to  make  large 
appropriations  to  objects  for  which  they  never  would  have  provided 
had  it  been  necessary  to  raise  the  amount  of  revenue  required  to  meet 
them  by  increased  taxation  or  by  loans.  We  are  now  compelled  to 
pause  in  our  career,  and  to  scrutinize  our  expenditures  with  the  utmost 
vigilance  ;  and  in  performing  this  duty,  I  pledge  my  co-operation  to 
the  extent  of  my  constitutional  competency. 

It  ought  to  be  observed  at  the  same  time  that  true  public  economy 
does  not  consist  in  withholding  the  means  necessary  to  accomplish  im- 
portant national  objects  intrusted  to  us  by  the  Constitution,  and  espe- 
cially such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  common  defence.  In  the 
present  crisis  of  the  country  it  is  our  duty  to  confine  our  appropriations 
to  objects  of  this  character,  unless  in  cases  where  justice  to  individuals 
may  demand  a  different  course.  In  all  cases  care  ought  to  be  taken 
that  the  money  granted  by  Congress  shall  be  faithfully  and  economi- 
cally applied. 

Under  the  Federal  Constitution,  "every  bill  which  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,"  be  approved  and  signed  by  the  President;  and,  if  not  ap- 
proved, "  he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  that  house  in  which 
it  originated."  In  order  to  perform  this  high  and  responsible  duty, 
sufficient  time  must  be  allowed  the  President  to  read  and  examine 
every  bill  presented  to  him  for  approval.  Unless  this  be  afforded,  the 
Constitution  becomes  a  dead  letter  in  this  particular ;  and  even  worse, 
it  becomes  a  means  of  deception.  Our  constituents,  seeing  the  Presi- 
dent's approval  and  signature  attached  to  each  act  of  Congress,  are 
induced  to  believe  that  he  has  actually  performed  this  duty,  when,  in 
truth,  nothing  is,  in  many  cases,  more  unfounded. 

From  the  practice  of  Congress,  such  an  examination  of  each  bill 

as  the  Constitution  requires  has  been  rendered  impossible.     The  most 

important  business  of  each  session  is  generally  crowded  into  its  last 

hours,  and  the  alternative  presented  to  the  President  is  either  to  violate 
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the  constitutional  duty  which  he  owes  to  the  people,  and  approve  bills 
which,  for  want  of  time,  it  is  impossible  he  should  have  examined, 
or,  by  his  refusal  to  do  this,  subject  the  country  and  individuals  to 
great  loss  and  inconvenience. 

Besides,  a  practice  has  grown  up  of  late  years  to  legislate  in  appro* 
priation  bills,  at  the  last  hours  of  the  session,  on  new  and  important 
subjects.  This  practice  constrains  the  President  either  to  suffer  mea- 
sures to  become  laws  which  he  does  not  approve,  or  to  incur  the  risk 
of  stopping  the  wheels  of  the  government  by  vetoing  an  appropriation 
bill.  Formerly,  such  bills  were  confined  to  specific  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  ejSect  existing  laws  and  the  well-established  policy 
of  the  country,  and  little  time  was  then  required  by  the  President 
for  their  examination. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  deliberately  determined  that  I  shall  approve 
no  bill  which  I  have  not  examined,  and  it  will  be  a  case  of  extreme  and 
most  urgent  necessity  which  shall  ever  induce  me  to  depart  from  this 
rule.  I  therefore  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  recommend  that  the 
two  Houses  would  allow  the  President  at  least  two  days  previous  to 
the  adjournment  of  each  session  within  which  no  new  bill  shall  be 
presented  to  him  for  approval.  Under  the  existing  joint  rule  one 
day  is  allowed ;  but  this  rule  has  been  hitherto  so  constantly  suspended 
in  practice,  that  important  bills  continue  to  be  presented  to  him  up 
till  the  very  last  moments  of  the  session.  In  a  large  majority  of 
cases  no  great  public  inconvenience  can  arise  from  the  want  of  time 
to  examine  their  provisions,  because  the  Constitution  has  declared  that 
if  a  bill  be  presented  to  the  President  within  the  last  ten  days  of  the 
session,  he  is  not  required  to  return  it,  either  with  an  approval  or 
with  a  veto,  ^4n  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law."  It  may  then  lie 
over,  and  be  taken  Up  and  passed  at  the  next  session.  Great  incon- 
venience would  only  be  experienced  in  regard  to  appropriation  bills; 
but  fortunately,  under  the  late  excellent  law  allowing  a  salary,  instead 
of  a  per  diem,  to  members  of  Congress,  the  expense  and  inconvenience 
of  a  called  session  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  commending  to  your  favorable  consider- 
ation the  interest  of  the  people  of  this  District.  Without  a  represent- 
ative on  the  floor  of  Congress,  they  have  for  this  very  reason  peculiar 
claims  upon  our  just  regard.  To  this  I  know,  from  my  long  acquaint- 
ance with  them,  they  are  eminently  entitled. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN. 
Washington,  December  8,  1857. 
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ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 


THE  UNI  FED  STATES  AND  PARAGUAY. 

Mr,  Marcy  to  Lieutenant  Page. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington^  June  2,  1854. 

Sir:  I  transmit  the  President's  ratification  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Paraguay,  which  was  negotiated  and  concluded 
by  Mr.  Pendleton  on  our  part.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  instrument 
was  approved  by  the  Senate,  with  a  few  unimportant  verbal  amend- 
ments^ and  has  been  ratified  accordingly, 

You  are  desired  to  propose  an  exchange  of  this  ratification  for  that 
of  the  president  of  Paraguay.  No  objection  on  his  part  to  this  propo- 
sition can  be  anticipated.  A  full  power  authorizing  you  to  make  the 
exchange  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  ratification  of  the  president 
of  Paraguay  must  include  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  expressed  in  the  Spanish  language.  The  preamble  to 
the  ratification  may  be  similar  to  the  preamble  of  our  ratification. 
This  must  be  followed  by  a  transcript  of  the  original  treaty,  word  for 
wofd,  and  this  by  the  ratification  itself.  A  certificate  of  the  ex- 
change must  be  executed  in  duplicate  by  the  person  who  acts  on  the 
part  of  that  government  and  yourself.  The  copy  in  English  may 
accompany  the  ratification  of  Paraguay,  and  the  one  in  Spanish  be 
placed  with  our  ratification.  A  draft  of  such  a  certificate  accom- 
panies this  communication. 

When  the  exchange  shall  have  been  eflfected,  you  will  commit  the 
ratification  of  Paraguay  to  the  custody  of  Mr.  Buckalew,  who  is  the 
bearer  of  this  instruction.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  he  may  be  de- 
tained at  some  point  on  his  way  home,  it  would  be  advisable  for  you 
to  inform  the  department  by  the  first  mail  of  the  date  of  the  ex- 
change, if  it  should  be  effected,  in  order  that  the  treaty  may  be  pub- 
lished. 

You  will  please  keep  an  account  of  any  expenses  which  you  may 
incur  in  executing  this  instruction.  They  will  be  reimbursed  to  you 
by  this  department. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MABCY. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Jefferson  Page, 

United  States  Navy. 
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[Extract.] 
Lieutenant  Page  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

United  States  Steamer  Water  Wftch, 

Corrientea,  October  17,  1854. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  I  received  yesterday,  at  the  hands  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Buckalew, 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Paraguay,  with  instructions 
from  the  department  to  effect  an  exchange  or  ratification  with  such 
person  as  may  be  duly  authorized  by  the  latter  government. 

"Sesterday,  I  despatched  an  officer  of  this  vessel  bearer  of  a  com- 
munication from  myself  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  Republic  of 
Paraguay,  informing  him  that  I  had  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  a  commission  and  power  to  act  in  the  exchange  of 
ratification,  and  desiring  to  be  informed  if  I  should  proceed  to  Asun- 
cion, the  capital  of  Paraguay,  for  that  purpose. 

My  reason  for  thus  addressing  the  government  of  Paraguay  is 
because  of  a  recent  decree  issued,  prohibiting  all  '^  foreign  men-of- 
war"  entering  or  ascending  the  river  Paraguay.  This  decree  has 
been  issued  in  consequence  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Water  Witch, 
under  my  command,  in  protecting  and  relieving  American  citizens, 
whose  residence  in  that  country  had  become  subjected  to  restrictions 
almost  amounting  to  persecution.  *  *  *  ♦ 

The  Water  Witch  became  necessarily  involved  in  this  diflSculty, 
because  of  the  duty  devolving  upon  her  in  the  protection  of  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  American  citizens,  the  government  of  Paraguay 
still  pursuing  a  system  of  insult  and  injury,  notwithstanding  I  had 
assured  it  of  the  consequences  which  would  inevitably  result  from 
such  a  course.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  the  Water  Witch  has 
brought  upon  herself  the  odium  of  the  government  of  Paraguay,  and 
it  remains  to  be  seen  what  course  that  government  will  take  relative 
to  the  exchange  of  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

There  is  no  reason  why  an  objection  should  be  made,  and  none 
could  possibly  be  anticipated,  save  from  such  a  government  as  Para- 
guay, whose  form  and  administration  would  secure  to  it  more  appro- 
priately the  appellation  of  absolute  despotism  than  that  of  republic. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  PAGE, 
Lieut,  Commanding, 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  State^  Waahingtony  D.  C, 
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Lieutenant  Page  to  Mr.  Marcy. 

Unitbd  States  Stbabibr  Water  Witch, 

CorrienteSy  November  6,  1854. 

Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  17th  October  I  advised  the  de- 
partment of  the  steps  I  had  taken  towards  effecting  the  exchange  of 
ratification  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Paraguay.  I 
now  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  yesterday  Lieut. 
Murdaugh,  the  o£Scer  despatched  to  Asuncion  with  my  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  state  informing  him  that  I  had  been  commissioned  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  exchange  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  and  desiring  to  know  if  I  should  proceed  to  Asuncion  for  that 
purpose,  returned,  bringing  me  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  together  with  my  letter  returned  to  me. 

Lieutenant  Murdaugh  stated  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  present- 
ing my  letter,  that  it'  related  to  the  treaty.  It  was  known  to  the 
government  of  Paraguay  that  the  raufication  had  reached  Buenos 
Ayres  some  days  previously  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Murdaugh.  The 
letters  alluded  to  in  the  note  of  Mr.  Secretary  Jose  Falcon,  of  the  29th 
and  30th  of  September,  were  addressed  to  me,  returning  my  letters  of 
the  28th  and  29th,  copies  of  which  I  have  transmitted  to  the  Navy 
Department.  In  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  September,  Mr.  Jose  Fal- 
con, secretary  of  state,  says,  my  letter  of  the  28th  is  returned  without 
an  answer  because  it  is  written  in  the  English  language  ;  and  his  of 
the  30th  of  the  same  month,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  29th,  and  re- 
turning the  same,  is  simply  a  repetition  of  the  same  excuse  for  not 
noticing  it. 

I  could  see  no  obligation  on  my  part  to  correspond  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay  in  any  other  than  my  own  language,  knowing  full 
well  that  it  possessed  the  means  of  having  my  letters  translated  into 
its  own  language.  I  had  reasons,  apart  from  the  consideration  that 
President  Lopez,  in  his  presumptuous  exercise  of  authority,  might 
conceive  himself  empowered  to  force  me  to  correspond  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, for  writing  in  English.  The  only  person  associated  with  me, 
who  is  at  all  capable  of  translatinj?  English  into  Spanish,  is  my  clerk, 
and  his  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  language,  (as  a  translator,) 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  his  translation  would  not  be  a  fair  and  true 
expression  of  the  tenor  and  import  of  my  letters,  determined  me  not 
to  put  myself  in  a  position,  in  my  official  correspondence,  to  be  mis- 
represented. And,  again,  as  President  Lopez's  acts  of  tyranny  and 
oppression  towards  American  citizens,  against  which  I  protested, 
were  acts  of  public  notoriety,  it  became  my  duty,  as  the  agent  of  my 
government,  to  define  my  position,  that  the  foreign  population,  and 
the  community  generally,  should  understand  the  grounds  on  which  I 
stood  in  the  protection  of  Americans. 

To  assume  an  attitude  opposed  to  the  will  of  the  president  of  Pa- 
raguay, however  arbitrarily  that  will  may  have  been  exercised,  was 
an  offence  in  the  eyes  of  President  Lopez,  which  he  could  not  conceive 
any  one  would  dare  commit ;  and  as  my  note  of  September  28,  writ- 
ten in  terms  most  respectful,  plainly  but  firmly  assured  him  as  to  the 
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• 
coarse  it  would  become  my  duty  to  pursue,  should  there  be  a  continu- 
ance of  the  practices  of  insult  and  oppression  towards  the  American 
citizens  by  the  government  officers,  he  did  not  wish  that  such  a  letter 
should  be  seen  by  any  one,  other  than  himself  and  his  secretary.  He 
was  as  well  aware  of  the  contents  of  that  letter,  before  he  returned  it, 
as  I  was ;  and  he  knows,  as  well  as  I  do,  the  contents  of  the  letter  I 
addressed  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Murdaugh,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  department.  I  also 
enclose  the  reply  of  Mr.  Jose  Falcon,  in  the  original,  from  which  the 
honorable,  the  Secretary,  will  perceive  that  the  government  of  Para- 
guay aims  to  be  insulting,  even  in  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  its 
official  notes.  It  neither  begins  nor  ends  in  the  usual  style  of  cour- 
tesy adopted  between  the  most  humble  citizens ;  neither  is  it  in  the 
usual  style  of  official  correspondence  of  the  Paraguay  government. 
The  importance  attached  to  all  such  observances  is  nowhere  so  highly 
esteemed  as  in  Paraguay. 

President  Lopez  has  refused  to  receive  my  official  letter  informing 
him  of  the  fact  that  I  had  been  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  He  cannot 
plead  ignorance  of  its  contents ;  and  if  he  were  I  cannot  conceive 
that  such  an  excuse  can  possibly  be  received  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  He  does  not  express  any  inability  on  the  part  of  the 
Paraguay  government  to  have  English  documents  translated  into 
Spanish.  That  government  has  been  addressed,  on  more  occasions 
than  one,  by  the  State  Department,  in  the  English  language.  If  I 
understand  my  duty  aright,  in  my  official  communications  with  Para- 
guy,  it  is  to  make  them  in  English.  President  Lopez  has  assumed 
this  ground  for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  cringing  officials  by 
whom  he  is  surrounded,  if  he  can  possibly  carry  his  point,  that  he 
will  make  foreign  governments-  through  their  agents,  as  well  as 
Paraguay  subjects,  obedient  to  his  authority ;  and  yet  hopes  to  escape 
being  held  responsible  and  answerable  by  any  foreign  government  he 
may  thus  insult,  in  the  obsequiousness  of  his  correspondence  and  the 
unwarrantable  misrepresentation  of  facts. 

The  President  of  Paraguay,  notwithstanding  his  contemptible  insin- 
uations in  his  official  organ,  (a  number  of  which  I  have  forwarded  to 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy^)  reflecting  upon  my  conduct, 
does  not  specify  one  single  act  of  mine  as  being  wanting  in  profound 
respect  towards  his  government  in  all  of  my  intercourse  with  it.  But 
because  I  removed  the  Americans  from  under  the  tyrannical  rule  of 
his  despotic  power,  he  considers  that  I  have  committed  a  most  heinous 
offence;  and  for  this  reason  he  treats  with  contempt  my  official 
announcement  that  I  have  been  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

President  Lopez  has  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising  his  arbitrary 
power  over  the  province  of  Corrientes,  (one  of  the  Argentine  confed- 
eration,) because  it  has  not  the  means  of  repelling  his  aggressions; 
and  he  deems  it  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  his  uncontrolled  sway 
at  home  to  exhibit  to  the  people  of  Paraguay  an  assumption  of  the 
same  authority  with  all  nations. 

I  beg  leave  of  the  department  to  indulge  me  in  the  expression  of 
mjr  opinion  touching  the  subject  of  tliia  commxiikiftatvoii.    The  pride 
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of  President  Lopez  has  been  wounded  by  my  presuming  to  remove 
from  under  his  tyrannical  rule  Americans  whom  he  determined  to 
persecute  some  time  longer.  His  hostility  to  Americans  is  a  fact  too 
well  established  to  be  hid  under  his  professions  of  a  sincere  desire  for 
the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations.  He  desires  much  that  Para- 
guayans, in  their  benighted  state,  should  acquire  from  Americans 
some  ideas  of  the  arts ;  but  he  apprehends  that  at  the  same  time  they 
acquire  these,  they  may  imbibe  some  notions  of  liberty  and  free  gov- 
ernment. 

He  designs  to  make  this  act  of  his  appear  in  Paraguay,  and  in  the 
adjoining  States,  as  an  exhibition  of  his  power;  hoping  through  pro- 
fessions, falsely  made,  to  quiet  the  government  of  the  United  States 
into  an  indulgence  of  him  in  his  course,  and  induce  a  censure  of  its 
agent.  I  deem  this  return  of  my  note  an  insult  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  I  indulge  the  hope  that  such  measures  will 
be  adopted  as  will  convince  the  President  of  Paraguay  that  the  United 
States  will  not  tolerate  the  indignities  it  has  been  his  habit  to  bestow 
upon  other  governments.  #* 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  by  assuming  this  position, 
will  not  only  maintain  that  elevated  stand  which  is  its  right  in 
Paraguay,  but  in  all  other  South  American  States.  On  the  contrary, 
should  it  assume  a  conciliatory  course,  in  manifestations  of  an  earnest 
desire  to  maintain  the  most  friendly  relations,  its  motives  will  not  be 
rightly  judged,  and  the  government  of  Paraguay  will  be  emboldened 
in  the  assumption  of  a  course  still  more  arrogant. 

I  trust  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  direct  me  to 
proceed  to  Asuncion,  in  the  Water  Witch,  with  a  letter  from  the 
State  Department  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  informing 
him  th^itl  am  commissioned  to  effect  the  exchange  of  ratification  of 
the  treaty;  or,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  suggestion,  as  a  surer  means 
of  accomplishing  the  object,  the  commodore  of  the  Brazil  squadron 
might  be  instructed  to  proceed  to  Asuncion,  on  board  of  the  Water 
Witch,  with  the  brig  Bainbridge  in  tow. 

I  feel  confident  in  assuring  the  department  that  such  a  course 
would  result  in  the  exchange  of  ratification.  But  should  it  not,  I 
hope  the  department  will  instruct  me  how  to  proceed.  There  are 
some  governments  with  which  peaceable  and  friendly  relations,  it  is 
well  known,  can  be  maintained  only  by  an  exhibition  of  a  sufficient 
force,  and  a  determination  to  submit  to  no  indignity. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  expressing  my  opinion  and  making 
suggestions  touching  this  matter;  in  doing  which,  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  department.  I  have  been  actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty — 
a  desire  to  inform  the  department  not  only  of  the  facts  of  the  case, 
but  of  the  results  likely  to  arise  from  the  designs  and  course  of  the 
government  of  Paraguay,  if  acquiesced  in. 

The  box  containing  the  treaty  is  still  unopened,  as  I  received  it 
from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Buckalew.  Any  instructions  the  department 
may  honor  me  with  shall  be  carried  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  THOS.  J.  PAGE,  Lieut.  Commandinq. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy, 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States^  TFosMngtoti,  D  •  G  • 
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Lieutenant  Page  to  Mr.  FcHoan. 

U.  8.  Steamer  Water  Witch, 

CoRRiBNTEs,  October  16,  1854. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  lieutenant  commanding  the  United  States 
steamer  Water  Witch,  Thomas  J.  Page,  has  the  honor  to  inform  his 
excellency  JosS  Falcon,  secretary  of  state  and  minister  of  foreign 
relations,  that  he  has  this  day  received  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  a  commission  to  act  on  the  part  of  his  government  in 
the  exchange  of  ratification  of  the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  the  republic  of  Paraguay  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1853. 

With  this  commission,  the  undersigned  has  received  the  treaty, 
which  he  is  instructed  to  exchange. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  be  informed  if  he  shall  proceed,  accord- 
ing to  the  instructions  from  his  government,  to  the  capital  of  Paraguay, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  exchange  of  ratification  above  al- 
luded to. 

The  undersigned  will  despatch  this  communication  by  Lieutenant 
William  H.  Murdaugh,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Water  Witch, 
who  will,  in  person,  hand  it  to  his  excellency,  and  will  receive  his 
reply. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  his 
excellency  the  assurance  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

TH.  J.  PAGE. 

His  Excellency  Josb  Falcon, 

Secretary  of  State,  and  Minister  of  Foreign  ReUUionSy 
Aeundony  Paraguay. 


Mr.  Faloon  to  Commander  Page. 

[Translation.] 

Asuncion,  October  21,  1854. 
In  accordance  with  the  conditions  (set  forth)  in  my  letters  of  the 
29th  and  30th  of  the  past,  I  return  to  you  your  letter  dated  October 
16,  in  Corrientes,  written  in  English,  without  accompanying  it  (or 
me)  a  translation  signed,  wondering  that  you  should  continue  in  your 
idea  of  mortifying  me. 

Your  attentive  servant,  "  De  U.  S.  atento  servidor," 

JOSE  FALCON. 
Mr.  Thomas  J.  Page, 

Commander  of  the  Steamer  Water  Witch. 
[Does  not  say  where.] 
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Commander  Page  to  Mr.  Dobbin. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Water  Witch, 

Parana  river,  February  5,  1855. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  department  the  encloHod 
report  from  Lieutenant  JeflFers,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  a  most 
unprovoked,  unwarrantable,  and  dastardly  attack  has  been  made  on 
the  '*  Water  Witch,"  whil6  she  was  in  the  peaceable  and  rightful 
discharge  of  duty  assigned  me  by  the  department. 

On  the  31st  of  last  month  I  left  Corrientes,  with  the  small  steamer 
and  two  boats,  taking  with  me  three  of  the  officers  and  sixteen  men, 
with  the  design  of  ascending  the  river  Salado,  in  boats,  if  possible, 
should  the  small  steamer  prove  inadequate.  This  force  would  have 
been  necessary,  in  the  event  of  using  either  the  small  steamer  or  the 
boats.  Lieutenant  Jeffers  I  left  in  charge  of  the  Water  Witch,  with 
instructions  to  ascend  the  Parana  river,  so  far  as  her  draught  would 
allow.     This,  I  supposed,  would  be  less  than  two  hundred  miles. 

He  sailed  from  tne  town  of  Corrientes  on  the  1st  instant,  and,  as 
will  be  seen  from  his  report,  had  not  gone  more  than  three  miles 
from  where  the  river  forms  the  common  boundary  between  CJorrientes 
(one  of  the  provinces  of  the  Argentine  Confiederation)  and  Paraguay, 
when  the  Water  Witch  was  fired  into  from  a  fort  on  the  Paraguay 
side  of  the  river. 

The  Water  Witch  was  in  the  act  of  exploring  a  river  which  is  the 
common  boundary  between  these  two  countries.  The  right  of  each  to 
navigate  this  river  up  to  the  limit  of  the  province  of  Corrientes  has 
never  been  questioned  by  either,  and  I  had  never  heard  that  Paraguay 
presumed  to  exercise  the  power  of  preventing  its  navigation. 

To  the  exploration  of  this  portion  of  the  Parana  I  had  not  only  ob- 
tained the  permission  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  and  especially 
of  the  province  of  Corrientes,  but  an  expression  of  earnest  solicitude 
on  the  part  of  both  the  president  of  the  Confederation  and  the  gover- 
nor of  Corrientes  had  been  made  that  I  should  establish  the  fact  that 
the  river  is  navigable  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  that  to  which  it 
is  now  known  to  be,  of  which  they  had  some  hope,  but  not  the  means 
of  proving. 

The  navigation  of  this  river  to  the  extent  of  the  territory  of  Cor- 
rientes is  already  secured  to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  by  treaty 
with  the  Argentine  Confederation.  That  government,  so  far  from 
objecting  to  the  Water  Witch's  ascending  the  river,  had  furnished 
me  with  an  order,  enjoining  upon  every  province  into  whose  waters  I 
should  enter  the  obligation  to  afford  me  every  facility. 

On  what  ground  and  for  what  reason  the  government  of  Paraguay 
has  presumed  to  commit  such  an  act,  I  am  unable  to  conjecture.  So 
far  from  the  Water  Witch  making  any  hostile  demonstration,  she 
attempted  to  pass  up  the  river  through  a  channel  way  which  was 
more  on  the  Corrientes  side,  and,  in  doing  so,  was  ''run  aground" 
by  the  pilot.  This  was  seen  from  the  fort.  It  was  well  known  to 
the  government  of  Paraguay,  and  doubtless  to  the  commander  of  the 
fort,  that  the  Water  Witch  was  with  a  very  ledwc^d  co\si^^Tsi^Ti.\»  ^^ 
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both  officers  and  men,  and  consequently  it  could  not  have  been  her 
design  to  make  an  attack.  The  act  of  firing  into  the  vessel  cannot^ 
therefore,  receive  the  shadow  of  justification  on  the  grounds  of  anti- 
cipating an  attack.  It  is  consequently  a  wanton  outrage ;  the  act  of 
a  government  beyond  the  pale  of  civrilization,  and  seemingly  uncon- 
scious of  the  responsibility  of  such  an  outrage.  This  is,  neverthe- 
less, no  palliation  for  so  grave  an  offence. 

Lieutenant  Jeffers  was  in  the  act  of  executing  instructions  which 
he  had  received  from  me  when  the  steamer  was  fired  into.  His  course 
and  conduct  on  the  occasion  I  highly  approve  and  commend,  and  I 
hope  they  will  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  department. 

It  is  with  pain  and  regret  that  I  report  the  death  of  Samuel  Chaney, 
quartermaster.  He  died  in  two  hours  from  the  effects  of  wounds 
received  from  a  ball  and  splinters.  There  were  a  few  slight  wounds 
received  by  others  from  splinters,  which  were  so  slight  as  not  to 
prevent  the  discharge  of  the  usual  duties. 

The  vessel  was  hulled  ten  times,  but  in  no  point  of  any  importance. 
The  repairs  can  be  readily  made.  I  now  proceed  to  Montevideo 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  from  the  commodore  or  senior  officer  two 
or  three  guns  of  suitable  calibre  and  an  addition  of  a  few  men.  With 
this  force  I  shall  feel  confident  of  the  ability  of  the  Water  Witch  to 
avenge  the  outrage  which  has  been  perpetrated  on  the  flag  of  the 
United  States. 

I  indulge  the  sanguine  hope  that  the  commodore  will  act  in  this 
matter  with  all  the  promptness  which  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
require,  and  that  such  a  course  will  receive  the  approval  of  the 
department. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  PAGE, 
Lieut,  GatrCg  United  States  steamer  Waier  Witch. 

Hon.  James  C.  Dobbin, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Lieutenant  Jeffers  to  Commander  Page, 

United  States  Steamer  Water  Witch, 

Corrientes,  Februai^  2,  1855. 
Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  governor  of  the  province  of  Corrientes,  at  7  a.  m.  on  yesterday, 
February  1,  weighed  anchor  and  stood  up  the  river  Parana  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  exploration  of  its  upper  course  so  far  as  navi- 
gable, and  rectifying  the  chart  of  the  river  up  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Paraguay  in  all  places  where  the  channel  had  changed  since  the  chart 
was  made.  Nothing  particular  occurred  until  11  a.  m.,  when  we 
entered  the  Parana  above  the  mouth  of  the  Paraguay,  (observing 
some  movements  at  the  Guardia  *'  Cenito,*)  and  continued  our  course 
diagonally  across  the  stream  towards  the  Corrientes  shore,  intending 
to  pass  between  that  and  an  island  about  four  miles  above  the  mouth 
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of  tlie  Paraguay,  Guardia  "  Carracha,"  at  the  Paso  del  Rey,  in 
eight  on  the  right  bank.  At  11^  26"  opened  this  station  a  semicircu- 
lar brick  fort  on  an  elevation  of  about  30  feet  above  the  river,  mount- 
ing, MS  well  as  I  could  ascertain,  6  guns  "cw  barbette,*'  and  shortly 
afterwarrls  ran  aground,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fort,  on  a  sand 
bank  making  up  suddenly  out  of  deep  water  one  fathom  under  the 
bows,  3^  8t  the  wheel-house.  A  boat  was  sent  from  the  guardia, 
which  Uid  off  observing  our  motions. 

I  immediately  laid  out  a  kedge  astern,  and  about  12"  15"  hauled  ofif 
and  let  go  our  anchor ;  attempted  to  weigh  the  kedge,  but  lost  it. 
While  the  men  were  at  dinner,  I  observed  the  Paraguayans  getting 
their  guns  ready.  I  shifted  starboard  gun  to  forward  port,  on  port 
side  of  quarterdeck,  cleared  for  action,  filled  forty  shrapnell  and  twelve 
shells,  and  got  up  thirty  stand  of  grape ;  but,  not  supposing  that  any- 
thing serious  would  result,  did  not  cut  the  rail  over  the  port  to  which 
the  gun  had  been  shifted. 

I  then  stationed  Mr.  Potts  at  the  bell,  and  in  charge  of  the  deck,  to 
assist  the  pilot,  with  directions  to  proceed  at  all  hazards,  unless  the 
machinery  should  be  disabled.  Mr.  Lamdin  I  placed  in  charge  of  the 
after  guns,  and  Mr.  Taylor  at  the  engine.  We  mustered  at  quarters 
but  twenty-eight,  of  whom  two  were  sick,  and  five  cooks  and  stewards. 

At  1"  20"  weighed ;  while  weighing  the  anchor,  the  Paraguayan 
canoe  which  had  been  observing  our  movements  came  alongside,  and 
a  man  ofiered  me  a  paper,  printed  in  Spanish,  which  I  declined  to 
receive  on  the  ground  that  I  could  not  read  it.  As  soon  as  the  anchor 
was  aweigh,  I  stood  up  the  river,  the  crew  at  quarters.  The  pilot  in- 
formed me  that  the  only  practicable  channel  was  close  to  the  fort,  and 
this  channel  I  directed  him  to  take.  On  arriving  within  three  hun- 
dred yards,  I  was  hailed  by  a  person,  who,  I  am  informed,  was  the 
Paraguayan  admiral,  but  I  did  not  understand  the  import  of  the  hail. 
Two  blank  cartridges  were  then  fired  from  the  fort  in  quick  succession, 
and  followed  by  a  shot.  I  had  given  particular  orders  that  no  shot 
should  be  fired  except  in  return,  and  then  only  by  my  directions  ;  and 
on  receiving  this  fire,  I  directed  a  general  fire  in  return. 

The  first  shot  of  the  enemy  carried  away  the  wheel,  cut  the  ropes, 
and  mortally  wounded  Samuel  Chaney,  the  helmsman.  A  bar  was 
soon  shipped,  and  the  vessel  steered  by  it,  but  with  some  difficulty, 
on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the  current.  In  a  couple  of  minutes 
after  the  action  had  commenced  the  pilot  deserted  his  station,  and  hid 
himself  behind  the  engine-house.  Dragged  up  thence  by  Mr.  Potts, 
on  looking  around  him  he  exclaimed,  **  We  shall  certainly  ground, 
as  there  is  not  sufficient  water  in  the  channel."  By  this  time  we 
had  run  past  all  the  guns  of  the  battery  except  one  ;  and  on  learning 
the  state  of  things,  I  left  the  bow  gun,  which  I  had  been  directing, 
which  was  no  longer  serviceable,  and  took  the  deck.  The  pilot,  whom 
I  had  again  to  force  up  to  his  station,  in  a  high  state  of  excitement, 
repeatedly  exclaimed,  '*  We  shall  be  aground  in  a  moment,"  insist- 
ing that  we  could  not  pass  up.  The  vessel  being  then  in  ten  feet 
water — drawing  nine — I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  back  down  past 
the  battery,  exposed  to  a  severe  fire,  which,  from  the  position  of  the 
vessel,  being  nearly  bows  on,  I  could  not  return.     On  getting  out  of 
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ran^e  I  anchored,  repaired  damages,  and  filled  more  ammunition, 
hanng  observed  the  Paraguayan  war  steamer  '^  Taquari"  firing  up. 

I  am  satisfied  the  pilot  was  not  in  the  channel ;  but  in  his  8tate  of 
fright  nothing  could  be  done  with  him,  and  to  have  grounded  would 
have  been  to  insure  the  loss  of  the  vessel,  as  it  is  said  that  the  Para- 
guayans have  at  this  point  six  thousand  men  and  a  numerous  artillery, 
to  arrest  the  passage  of  the  Brazilian  fleet.  The  '^Taquari,"  with 
their  gun-boats,  would  alone  have  been  an  overwhelming  force.  At 
3  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  returned  to  Corrientes 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  attack  the  Guardia  ^'  Cenito,"  where 
a  gun  boat  was  lying.  The  '^  Taquari''  dropped  down  and  anchored 
there  for  its  defence,  which  made  the  odds  too  great  for  any  hope  of 
a  successful  attack  with  my  little  crew^of  28  men,  and  the  armament 
one  24  and  two  12-pound  howitzer  boat  guns.  Although  so  superior 
in  force,  the  "  Taouari"  made  no  demonstration  of  following  us. 

The  amount  of  aamage  sustained  by  the  enemy  it  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate. Mr.  Bushell,  the  clerk,  who  was  directed  by  me  to  take  notes 
of  the  action,  states  that  one  of  their  guns  was  dismounted,  and, 
from  the  good  explosions  of  several  of  the  shrapnell,  some  execution 
must  have  taken  place.  A  battery  of  this  nature  exposes  so  few  men 
that  I  cannot  estimate  their  loss  as  very  sreat.  I  am  confident  that, 
had  all  the  officers  and  men  been  on  board,  we  should  have  killed  or 
driven  them  from  their  guns,  and  taken  the  battery  ;  but  I  must  do 
them  the  justice  to  say  that  I  saw  no  signs  of  flinching.  The  fire 
was  slow,  but  remarkably  well  directed. 

It  will,  I  hope,  be  evident,  from  the  preceding  details,  that  this 
attack  was  as  unprovoked  as  it  was  unexpected ;  but,  following  the 
dictates  of  prudence,  I  was  not  unprepared  for  such  a  result.  It  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  that  at  no  time,  either  before  or  after  the  en- 
gagement, was  any  flag  displayed. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  fulfil  an  agreeable  duty  in  bearing  witness  to 
the  zealous  manner  in  which  the  engineers  of  this  ship  supported  me 
on  this  occasion.  Mr.  Potts  was  in  charge  of  the  deck  ;  Mr.  Lamdin 
of  a  division  of  guns  ;  and  the  latter  assisted  personally  in  loading  after 
some  of  his  men  had  deserted  from  their  quarters.  The  engine  was 
worked  by  Mr.  Taylor  with  as  much  promptitude  as  on  ordinary 
occasions. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JEFFERS, 

Lieutenant  in  Command. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Thomas  J.  Paoe. 


Commander  Page  to  Mr,  Marcy. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Steamer  Water  Witch, 

Montevideo^  January  28,  1856. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that,  being  about 
to  leave  these  waters,  their  exploration,  so  far  as  it  is  open  to  me, 
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having  been  completed,  I  have  deposited  in  the  legation,  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  under  the  charge  of  the  resident  minister,  the  treaty  of  which 
I  was  commissioned  to  exchange  the  ratification  with  the  government 
of  Paraguay. 

Jmm^iately  on  the  refiisal  of  President  Lopez  to  receive  my  com- 
munication, informing  him  of  my  instructions  from  my  government 
relative  to  the  exchange  of  ratification,  I  communicated  the  fact  to 
the  State  Department,  also,  that  I  would  keep  the  treaty  in  my  pos- 
session until  further  instructed.  Having  received  no  instructions 
relative  to  the  matter,  I  have  concluded  that  the  best  course  for  me 
to  pursue  is  to  leave  the  treaty  in  the  legation,  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  department.         *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  J.  PAGE,  Lieut.  Commanding, 
United  States  Steamer  Water  Witch. 

Hon.  Wm.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  StatCy  Washington^  D.  C. 


Mr.  Marcy  to  Mr.  Fitzpairick. 

[Extract.] 

Departicent  op  State, 
Waahingtony  August  5,  1856. 

gj^.  *  *  ♦  4e  *  «  ♦ 

It  is  deemed  advisable  that  you  should  propose  an  exchange  of  the 
ratifications  of  the  treaty  with  Paraguay,  which  was  concluded  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1853. 

«  4(  «  «  «  4( 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  letter  introducing  you  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  aflFairs  of  Paraguay.  On  presenting  it,  and  on  other  oc- 
casions when  you  may  have  intercourse  with  him,  and  with  other 
persons  in  authority  there,  you  will  endeavor  to  convey  an  impression 
of  the  strong  desire  of  the  President  to  maintain  friendly  relations 
with  that  country,  and  of  his  hope  that  this  disposition  will  be  recip- 
rocated. 

^  Your  first  business  will  be  to  propose  an  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  treaty,  for  which  you  are  authorized  by  the  accompanying 
Eower  from  the  President.  If  your  proposition  for  this  purpose  should 
^  e  objected  to,  you  will  endeavor  to  meet  the  objections.  There  is  no 
information  in  this  department  which  enables  it  to  anticipate  what 
they  may  be,  or,  indeed,  that  there  is  any  just  cause  for  a  rejection  of 
the  treaty. 

4(  ♦  «  «  ♦  ♦ 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  &c., 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

ElOHARD  FiTZPATRICK.  EsG. 
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[Extract.]— Traiwlation. 
LONG  UVE  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  PARAGUAY ! 

Asuncion,  November  8,  1856. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Belationa  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  to  Mr. 
Richard  Fitzpatrickj  Special  Commissioner  of  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  North  AmericQy  near  the  government  of 
the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  myself  to  the  special  commissioner  of 
his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  say 
to  him  that  1  have  observed  in  his  credential  letter  of  the  30th  of  July 
of  this  year  his  special  authorization  for  the  sole  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  and  that 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  a  note  which 
he  has  addressed  to  me,  dated  the  6th  of  August  last,  makes  known 
that  you  have  been  appointed  special  commissioner  to  confer  with  me 
on  all  the  matters  connected  with  the  interests  and  relations  of  our 
respective  governments. 

It  is  requisite,  therefore,  that  you  should  be  pleased  to  declare  the 
objects  of  said  special  commission,  in  order  that  we  may  understand 
the  halt  in  the  pending  questions  in  regard  to  the  complaints  of  this 
government  against  that  of  the  United  States  for  the  serious  offences 
offered  to  it  by  the  scandalous  hostilities  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  Water  Witch,  a  United  States  vessel-of-war. 

*  «  «  «  «  *  *  4c. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  salute  the  special  commissioner 
with  my  most  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

NICOLAS  VASQUEZ. 


[Translation.] 
LONG  UVE  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  PARAGUAY  I 

Asuncion,  November  8,  1856. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  to  Mr. 
Richard  Fitzpatrickj  Special  Commissioner  of  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  North  America^  near  the  government  of 
the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  myself  to  the  special  commissioner  of 
his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  say 
to  him  that  I  have  observed  in  his  credential  letter  of  the  30th  of 
July  of  this  year  his  special  authorization  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  of  the  4th  of  March,  1853, 
and  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  a 
note  which  he  has  addressed  to  me,  dated  the  5th  of  August  laet, 
makes  known  that  you  have  been  appointed  special  commissioner  to 
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confer  with  me  on  all  the  matters  connected  with  the  interests  and 
relations  of  our  respective  governments. 

It  is  requisite,  therefore,  that  you  should  be  pleased  to  declare  the 
objects  of  said  special  commission^  in  order  that  we  may  understand 
the  halt  in  the  pending  questions  in  regard  to  the  complaints  of  this 
government  against  that  of  the  United  States  for  the  serious  offences 
offered  to  it  by  the  scandalous  hostilities  of  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  Water  Witch,  a  United  States  vessel-of-war,  under  circum- 
stances that  this  department  has  not  yet  received  an  answer  to  the 
notes  which  it  addressed  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  the  unprovoked  outrages  of  said  command- 
ing officers  of  the  Water  Witch. 

iSoT  do  we  know  whether  the  government  of  the  United  States 
wishes  to  interfere  in  the  claim  which  has  been  announced  by  Edward 
A.  Hopkins,  an  American,  against  this  government,  when,  at  his 
request,  he  has  been  allowed  to  depart  freely,  together  with  all  the 
members  of  what  he  called  the  **  United  States  Navigation  Com- 
pany," abandoning  the  little  property  of  the  company,  itself  burdened 
with  a  debt  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  that  it  received  from  the  national 
treasury  at  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  when  no  one  would 
lend  it  a  dollar  to  pay  its  matured  obligations  which  it  had  decep- 
tively contracted.  The  government  of  the  republic  ordered  this  aid 
to  be  given  without  bond  or  security  of  any  kind,  and  only  on  the 
obligation  of  said  company  to  save  the  honor  of  a  consul  of  the 
United  States  in  this  city — a  favor  which  Hopkins  has  requited  by 
unheard  of  insolences,  an'i  by  excesses  which  at  last  occasioned  the 
supreme  decree  revoking  the  exequatur  that  had  been  accorded  to  his 
credentials  as  consul  of  the  United  States  in  Paraguay. 

In  all  these  outrages  and  hostilities  the  government  of  the  repub- 
lic has  been  seriously  offended,  and  there  is  due  to  it  satisfaction 
instead  of  claims  for  millions  of  dollars,  by  which  Hopkins  has 
thought  to  intimidate  the  government  of  the  republic. 

It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  know  the  determination  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  said  outrages  of  the  com- 
manding officers  of  th«  Water  Witch,  and  in  regard  to  the  pretended 
claims  of  Hopkins,  in  order  to  perceive  whether  the  occasion  has 
arrived  to  make  a  plain  and  full  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  the  4th  of  March,  1853 ;  and  to  this  end  you  will  be 
pleased  to  answer  this  note. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  salute  the  special  commis- 
sioner with  my  most  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

NICOLAS  VAZQUEZ. 


[Translation.] 

AstfNcioN,  Paraguay,  November  10, 1856. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  note,  dated 
the  8th  instant,  and  in  reply  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  exfi^\\&\!L^^ 
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that  my  mission  near  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Paraquaj  is 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America^  by  Mr. 
Pendleton,  with  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853, 
as  is  stated  in  my  credential  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  present  to  his  excel- 
lency the  president  of  the  republic. 

On  the  said  treaty  being  exchanged,  I  consider  my  mission  near  the 
republic  ended. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  to  your  excellency  my 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

RICHARD  FITZPATRICK, 
Special  Commiasumer  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  the  eocchange  of  the  raiifications  of  the  trecUy 

with  the  republic  of  Paraguay, 

To  his  excellency  SeSor  Don  Nicolas  Vazquez, 

Minister  of  Foreign  BekUions  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 


[Translated.] 
LONG  LIVE  THE  REPUBLIC  OP  PARAGUAY  I 

The  Minister  of  Fcyreign  Relations  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay  to  Mr, 
Richard  Fitzpairick^  Special  Commissioner  of  his  ExceUency  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  North  America^  near  the  government 
of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 

Asuncion,  November  15,  1856. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  his  excellency  the  president  of 
the  republic  the  difficulty  to  which  we  have  adverted  in  eflTecting  the 
exchange  of  the  ratification  by  his  excellency  with  that  by  his  excel- 
lency the  President  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  of  the 
treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  navigation,  concluded  in  this 
capital  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  two  governments,  in  consideration  that  the  government  of  this 
republic,  on  the  recommendation  of  its  council  oi  state,  has,  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1853,  plainly  and  fully  ratified  the  said  treaty  of  the 
4th  of  the  same  month,  and  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America  has,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1854,  given  its  ratification, 
with  thirty-two  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  extension  of  the  fifteen  months  stipulated  for  in  article 
sixteen  of  the  treaty  to  twenty-four  months,  for  the  exchange  of  the 
ratifications ;  and  I  am  directed  to  say  to  you,  as  I  now  do,  that  his 
excellency  the  president  of  the  republic  cannot  consent  to  an  ex- 
change of  a  plain  and  full  ratification  of  said  treaty  of  the  4th  of 
March,  1853,  with  the  ratification  which  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  given  to  the  said  treaty,  with  the 
aforesaid  amendments,  of  which  amendments  you  have  been  so  good 
as  to  transmit  me  a  copy  of  the  English  amended  text  and  its  transla- 
tion into  Spanish. 
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I  am  likewise  directed  by  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  re- 
public to  make  known  to  yon  that  his  excellency  is  in  the  best 
disposition  to  renew  the  negotiations  of  a  treaty  .of  friendahip,  com- 
merce, and  navigation,  as  soon  as  his  excellency  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  desire  to  send  a  plenipotentiary  to  this  city  for  the 
purpose,  with  suitable  instructions. 

With  such  an  opportunity,  the  pending  questions,  to  which  I  have 
referred  in  my  previous  note  to  you  of  the  8th  instant,  can  be  settled, 
it  not  being  easy  to  continue  longer  without  a  solution  which  shall 
strengthen  the  good  understanding  of  the  two  governments. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  you  the  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  consideration  and  esteem. 

NICOLAS  VAZQUEZ. 


[Translation.] 

Republic  op  Paraguay, 

Aauncioriy  November  18,  1856. 

The  undersigned,  special  commissioner  of  the  United  States  of 
America  near  the  republic  of  Paraguay,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  the  honorable  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  republic 
of  Paraguay,  dated  the  16th  instant. 

The  undersigned  cannot  perceive  the  difficulty  mentioned  in  the 
note  of  the  minister  of  foreign  relations. 

The  treaty  made  at  Asuncion  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  is  not 
written  in  the  terms  which  are  employed  in  other  treaties  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  foreign  nations  with  whom  it  has 
treated.  The  expressions  "  United  States  of  North  America,"  "  North 
American  Union,"  &c.,  are  not  found  in  those  treaties  ;  that  of  '*  the 
United  States  of  America"  only  is  used;  and  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  of  America  will  assuredly  amend  the  language  of  every 
treaty  with  any  nation  or  power  previous  to  its  ratification. 

In  the  treaty  between  the  republic  of  Paraguay  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  the  terms  *' United  States  of  North  America,"  "North 
American  Union,"  &c.,  are  frequently  used ;  but  this  is  to  be  attributed 
entirely  to  the  carelessness  of  the  representative  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  not  to  the  representative  of  the  republic  of  Paraguay. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  foreign  relations  to  the  fact  that  the  emendations  made  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America  are  only  corrections,  and 
not  alterations,  either  of  the  sense  of  the  treaty  or  of  the  obligations  of 
the  high  contracting  parties. 

It  is  only  necessary  that  the  ratification  of  his  excellency  the  presi- 
dent of  the  republic  of  Paraguay  should  include  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  this  by  his  ratifica- 
tion of  the  exchange  in  the  Spanish  language  and  in  duplicate. 
Nothing  more  is  requisite  to  render  the  treaty  valid. 

With  respect  to  the  alteration  of  time  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  from  fifteen  months  to  twenty-four  motLtVi^^  \!tL^ 
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undersigned  is  unable  to  perceive  that  any  default  can  be  attribnted 
to  the  high  contracUDg  parties  by  the  lapse  of  time  between  the  sign^ 
ing  of  the  treaty  and  the  exchange  of  its  ratifications ;  the  distance 
between  the  two  countries  is  very  great,  and  the  means  of  conveyance 
not  at  all  certain,  and  there  may  arise  other  causes  of  delay  which  can- 
not be  foreseen  by  either  the  republic  of  Paraguay  or  the  United 
States  of  America.  If  the  ratification  should  be  now  exchanged,  not- 
withstanding the  time  named  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  of  America  (twenty-four  months)  has  already  passed,  no 
difficulty  will  arise  hereafter. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  his  as- 
surances  of  high  consideration  and  respect. 

RICHARD  FITZPATRICK. 

His  Excellency  Senor  Don  Nicolas  Vazquez, 

Minister  of  Foreign  Bclaiions  of  the  RepuUic  of  Paraguay. 
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The  Minister  of  Foreign  Rdationa  of  the  Repvblic  of  Paraguay y  to  Mr. 
Richard  FifsspcUrick^  Special  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America  near  tlie  government  of  the  Republic  of  Paraguay. 

Asuncion,  November  26,  1856. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  note  that  you  addressed  to  me 
on  the  18th  instant,  in  which  you  ohserve  that  the  treaty  made  at 
Asuncion  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  is  not  written  in  the  terms  em- 
ployed in  other  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations 
with  whom  it  has  treated,  and  attribute  this  entirely  to  the  careless- 
ness of  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  who  concluded  and 
signed  that  treaty. 

You  quote  the  amendments  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
has  made  to  the  said  treaty  of  the  4th  of  March,  and  conclude  that  it 
is  necessary  that  his  excellency  the  president  of  the  republic  should 
include  in  his  ratification  of  the  exchange  in  the  Spanish  langcuage 
and  in  duplicate  the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  nothing  more  is  necessary  to  render  the  treaty  valid. 

His  excellency  the  president  of  the  republic,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  council  of  state,  has,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1853,  plainly 
and  fully  ratified  the  said  treaty  of  the  4th  of  the  same  month,  as  I 
have  made  known  to  you  in  our  official  conference  ;  and,  in  this  pos- 
ture of  the  afiair,  it  is  not  easy  for  his  excellency  the  president  of  the 
republic  to  submit  to  a  new  ratification  in  the  terms  which  you  pro- 
pose ;  and,  in  communicating  this  decision,  I  acknowledge  the  recep- 
tion of  your  said  note  of  the  18th,  reproducing  my  note  of  the  15th 
instant,  and  close  this  correspondence. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  to  the  special  com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration  and  esteem. 

NICOLAS  VAZQUEZ, 
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Commander  Page  to  Mr,  Toucey. 

[Bztrac!.] 

Washington,  D.  C, 

August  4,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communi- 
cation of  the  29th  ult.,  accompanied  by  despatches  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay,  under  date  of  October  3d  and  4th,  1855,  and  from 
Mr.  James  A.  Peden,  resident  minister  of  the  United  States  near  the^ 
government  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  asking  of  me  such  ex- 
planatory statement  as  I  may  have  in  my  power  to  make. 

The  attack  made  upon  the  United  States  steamer  Water  Witch,  on- 
the  1st  of  February,  1855,  by  the  Paraguay  fort  ''Itapiru,"  was- 
reported  to  the  department  in  my  communication  under  date  of  the* 
6th  of  the  same  month,  enclosing  a  more  detailed  account  of  that 
outrage,  from  Lieutenant  JefTers,  who,  at  the  time  alluded  to,  was' 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  vessel,  I,  accompanied  by  the  other 
officers  and  the  better  part  of  the  crew,  having  left  for  a  distant,  and, 
as  I  supposed,  a  more  dangerous  exploration.  For  the  facts  explan- 
atory of  this  attack,  I  refer  the  department  to  those  despatches,  and* 
to  the  accompanying  paper  marked  A,  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  the  public  in  justification  of  the  course  of  the  Water  Witch, 
and  in  refutation  of  a  presumptuous  claim  made  by  President  Lopez; 
to  th«  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  part  of  the  Parana  river  where 
6he  was  fired  into. 

The  despatch,  dated  February  4,  1856,  of  Mr.  Jos^  Falcon, 
secretary  of  state  of  the  Paraguay  government,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  attack 
upon  the  Water  Witch,  accompanied  by  a  fancy  sketch  of  what 
purported  to  be  a  representation  of  the  country  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  fort  Itapiru,  of  the  course  of  the  channel,  and  of 
the  movements  of  the  vessel,  require  some  special  notice.  It  was 
published  in  the  papers  of  Buenos  Ayres  soon  after  its  date,  and 
the  sketch  alluded  to  was  for  sale  in  the  bookstores.  So  soon  as  the- 
letter  had  made  its  appearance,  I  informed  the  department  of  the 
glaring  attempt  on  the  part  of  President  Lopez  to  deceive  the  public, 
and  enclosed  a  faithful  representation  of  the  place,  the  course  of  the 
Water  Witch,  her  point  of  grounding,  and  the  depth  of  water  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  river  up  to  the  point  at  which  she  was  fired  into. 
I  now  enclose  them  both,  reduced  to  the  same  scale,  that  the  depart- 
ment may  judge  of  the  fraud  designed  to  be  practised  by  President 
Lopez  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  and  upon  the  public.  When  the 
chi«f  magistrate  of  a  nation  will  presume,  in  hie  official  correspond- 
ence with  the  head  of  a  foreign  power,  so  grossly  to  deceive  and  per- 
vert the  truth,  he  seems  really  to  descend  to  a  political  state  which 
renders  his  correspondence  unworthy  of  notice.  President  Lopez  is 
very  much  in  this  condition  at  this  time  among  the  States  of  La  Plata. 
His  communication  alluded  to  (for  the  name  of  Mr.  Jose  FalcQ\3L  ^^ 
pended  to  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  form)  is  full  oi  ixi\«t^^T^%^\i\&Nlvya« 
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One  of  the  gravest  charges  he  brings  against  me  haring  the  sem- 
blance of  truth  is,  that ''  he  (I)  had  caused  steam  to  be  put  np  and 
ordered  the  guns  to  be  loaded,  &c.,  whenever  the  attempt  shotild 
be  made  to  prevent  the  departure  of  Mr.  Hopkins  and  other  Ameri- 
cans  on  board  the  steamer." 

He  aims  to  convince  our  government  that  there  was  no  desire  or  at- 
tempt to  arrest  the  departure  of  the  Americans  from  Asuncion,  when 
they  had  been  informed,  on  applying  at  the  custom-house  for  the  per- 
mit to  remove  or  ship  their  property,  that  the  permit  would  not  be 
granted  until  they  had  surrendered  the  deeds,  &c.,  held  by  the  com- 

Eany  as  evidence  of  its  rightful  possession  of  certain  real  estate  in 
araguay. 

I  informed  the  secretary  of  state  that  the  papers  demanded  repre- 
sented the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  (States,  and  could  not  be 
given  up,  and  that  if  permission  were  not  granted  to  the  Americans 
to  leave  the  country  by  the  usual  mode  of  conveyance  I  should  take 
them  away  in  the  Water  Witch,  and  specified  the  time  when  I  should  do 
:80,  in  order  to  enable  the  government  to  retract  its  prohibition.  The 
(hour  came,  and  not  until  the  government  saw  the  Americans  and  their 
effects  being  received  on  board  of  the  vessel  did  it  issue  the  permit. 
The  entire  statement  of  my  manner  of  treating  the  passports  of  the 
Americans,  his  correspondence,  &c.,  is  a  tissue  of  misrepresentation. 
Their  passports  I  never  saw,  and  the  correspondence  he  alludes  to  I 
gave  into  the  hands  of  two  officers,  with  instructions  to  deliver  them 
to  the  captain  of  the  port,  which  they  reported  having  done,  as 
ordered,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  duty  was  discharged  in 
the  most  civil  and  polite  manner.  Were  I  to  particularize  the  mis- 
representations contained  in  this  communication,  and  confute  them^ 
seriatim,  it  would  protract  this  paper  unnecessarily.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  my  letter  of  September  29,  1854.  The  paper  marked 
A,  which  appeared  in  the  public  journals  of  Buenos  Ayres,  is  the 
only  notice  1  took  of  the  low  abuse  published  in  the  '^Seminario," 
the  official  organ  in  Paraguay,  because  of  my  interference  in  the 
protection  of  tne  Americans  then  residing  in  that  country.  I  was 
aware  that  the  libelous  pen  of  President  Lopez  was  fuUy  understood 
in  the  neighboring  States,  and  that  to  notice  his  article  would  only 
stimulate  him  to  further  abuse.  But  when  he  attempted  to  show 
that  the  Water  Witch  had  infringed  a  national  right,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  inform  the  public  of  the  fraud,  and  show  that  she  was  justified 
in  being  where  she  was  by  every  principle  of  international  law. 

With  regard  to  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  February,  1855,  prohibiting 
foreign  men-of-war  from  entering  the  waters  claimed  by  Paraguay,  I 
am  not  aware  that  it  has  been  officially  revoked ;  but  1  am  informed, 
by  correspondence  from  Buenos  Ayres  and  from  President  Lopez's 
official  communication  to  the  Paraguay  congress,  that  men-of-war  of 
Brazil,  of  England,  and  of  France  have,  within  the  past  year,  been 
within  the  waters  claimed  by  that  government,  and  have  visited 
Asuncion,  the  capital.  I  presume,  therefore,  that  the  decree  has  been 
virtually,  if  not  officially,  annulled.   *  ♦  *  ♦ 
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A. 


United  States  Steabibr  Water  Witch, 

Montevideo  J  March  9,  1855. 

Mr.  Editor:  I  recognize  in  your  paper  of  the  —  March,  an  article 
copied  from  the  "Seminario,"  as  the  production  of  the  president  of 
^Hhe  Repuhlic."  It  is  with  profound  respect  and  all  due  deference 
that  I  presume  to  differ,  in  the  construction  of  any  point  of  international 
law,  with  a  person  of  his  deep  learning,  enlarged,  liberal,  and  intelli- 
gent views,  and  of  his  elevated  position  ;  but  m  the  article  alluded  to, 
touching  the  glorious  attack  made  by  the  fort  at  Itapiru  upon  the 
Water  Witch,  there  are  exclusive  rights  assumed  for  the  government 
of  Paraguay,  which,  it  appears  to  my  humble  judgment,  are  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  laws  of  nations. 

On  the  question  whether  there  are  or  not  two,  three,  or  more  channels 
in  the  river  Parana,  between  the  shores  of  Paraguay  and  Corrientes, 
and  whether  the  main  channel  is  or  is  not  on  the  Gorrientes  side,  I 
shall  not  presume  to  advance  ah  opinion  at  variance  with  that  of  his 
excellency,  because  his  should  be  taken  as  the  very  best  authority;  but 
I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  state,  in  justification  of  the  Water 
Witcn  being  out  of  the  main  channel,  as  established  by  his  excel- 
lency, that  she  was  being  directed  by  a  pilot,  who  had  been  recom- 
mended to  me,  and  that  it  is  our  custom,  on  board  of  American 
vessels,  to  concede  to  pilots  the  right  to  give  the  course  and  direction. 
This  pilot,  having  something  of  an  instinctive  dread  of  this  Paraguay 
fort,  endeavored  to  discover  a  channel  on  the  Gorrientes  side,  and,  iu 
doing  HO,  ran  the  steamer  aground  in  six  feet  water.  To  haul  her  off 
occupied  a  short  time  and  occasioned  the  loss  of  an  anchor,  which, 
singular  to  say,  was  neither  seen  at  the  fort  (notwithstanding  the 
laughing  of  the  men  on  board  was  heard)  nor  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  luminous  effusions  on  the  subject  from  Paraguay. 

The  pilot  failing  to  discover  a  channel  on  the  Gorrientes  side,  and 
having  been  told  previously  in  Gorrientes,  as  subsequently  came  to 
light,  that  he  must  at  this  point  keep  close  to  the  Paraguay  shore,  di- 
rected the  vessel  into  that  cliannel  after  she  had  been  gotten  afloat. 

This  is  tolerably  good  evidence  to  me  that  there  was  no  channel  of 
more  than  six  feet  at  that  time  on  the  Gorrientes  side ;  and  moreover, 
that  the  main  channel  of  the  river  was  on  the  Paraguay  side.  But  as 
his  excellency  is  of  a  different  opinion,  I  will  not  presume  to  argue 
the  point.  I  simply  indulge  the  nope  that  it  may  suit  the  wisdom  of 
his  excellency  to  call  in  requisition  some  of  the  abundant  intellectual 
resources  of  Paraguay,  for  the  establishment  of  the  fact  that  '*the 
narrow  channel  of  the  Parana  at  Itapiru  is  not  the  main  channel." 
I  feel  satisfied  that  I  may  assume  the  responsibility  of  satisfying  his 
excellency  that  any  expedition  of  the  kind  designed  by  Paraguay 
will  meet  with  no  opposition  from  the  Argentine  government  in  as- 
cending the  main  channel  on  the  Gorrientes  side — at  least  I  do  not 
think  that  his  exploring  vessel  will  be  fired  into. 

This  difference  of  opinion  between  his  excellency  and  myself  as  to 
the  direction  of  the  main  channel  is  not  a  mattet  oi  bmOcl  ^w?^  yoi'- 
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port  as  is  that  touching  the  exclusive  right  to,  or  exclusive  jarisdic- 
tion  over,  that  part  of  the  Parana  as  is  set  forth  in  the  communicatioD 
alluded  to. 

President  Lopez  says:  '*  Why  absolutely  persist  in  infringing  a 
measure,  a  rule  which  the  government  of  Paraguay,  in  pursuance  of 
its  rights,  has  established,  governing  the  narrow  channel  in  front  of 
Itapiru?  Why  aim  to  force  this  passage,  when  the  principal  channel 
on  the  Oorrientes  side  is  free  to  all  the  world  ?" 

Here  is  one  channel  of  a  river,  the  common  boundary  between  the 
Argentine  Confederation  and  Paraguay,  claimed  by  the  government 
of  Paraguay  as  her  exclusive  right,  because  it  is  more  on  the  Para- 
guay side  of  the  river  ;  while  with  magnanimous  generosity  the  chan- 
nel on  the  Oorrientes  side,  if  there  be  one,  is  by  the  same  govern- 
ment declared  '*  free  to  all  the  world." 

This  may  be  in  accordance  with  some  new  code  of  international 
law  which  has  been  established  by  his  excellency,  and  for  the  govern- 
ment of  nations  that  may  aspire  to  friendly  relations  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Paraguay ;  but  it  certainly  is  at  variance  with  the  principles 
of  the  code  which  is  recognized  by  most  nations  as  the  ^'  law  of 
nations." 

I  quote  "  Wheaton  on  the  Laws  of  Nations,"  (page  242  :)  ^' Where 
a  navigable  river  forms  the  boundary  of  conterminous  states,  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  or  thalweg  is  generally  taken  as  the  line  of  sep- 
aration between  the  two  states,  the  presumption  of  law  being  that 
the  right  of  navigation  is  common  to  both,"  &c.  Page  243:  **It 
seems  that  this  right  draws  after  it  the  incidental  right  of  utting  all 
the  means  which  are  necessary  to  secure  enjoyment  of  the  principal 
right  itself.  Thus  the  Eoman  law,  which  considered  navigable  rivers 
as  public  or  common  property,  declared  that  the  right  to  the  use  of 
the  shores  was  incident  to  that  of  the  water,  and  that  the  right  to 
navigate  a  river  involved  the  right  to  moor  vessels  to  its  banks,  to 
load  and  unload  cargoes,  &c.  The  public  jurists  apply  this  principle 
of  the  Boman  civil  law  to  the  same  case  between  nations,  and  infer 
the  right  to  use  the  adjacent  land  for  these  purposes,  as  means  neces- 
sary to  the  attainment  of  the  end  for  which  the  free  navigation  of  the 
water  is  permitted." 

Page  244:  "By  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  in  1815,  the  commercial 
navigation  of  rivers,  which  separate  diflFerent  States,  or  flow  through 
thtir  respective  territories,  was  declared  to  be  entirely  free  in  their 
whole  course,  from  the  point  where  each  river  becomes  navigable  to 
its  mouth,"  &c. 

At  page  248 :  "  The  right  of  the  United  States  to  participate  with 
Spain  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  was  rested  by  the 
American  government  on  the  sentiment  written  in  deep  characters  on 
the  heart  of  man,  that  the  ocean  is  free  to  all  men,  and  its  rivers  to 
all  their  inhabitants.  This  natural  right  was  found  to  be  universally 
acknowledged  and  protected  in  all  tracts  of  country,  united  under  the 
same  political  society,  by  laying  the  navigable  rivers  open  to  all  their 
inhabitants." 

At  page  351 :  '^  It  was  a  principle  that  the  right  to  a  thing  gives 
a  right  to  the  means,  without  which  it  could  not  be  used,  that  is  to 
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say,  that  the  means  follow  the  end.  Thus  a  right  to  navigate  a  river 
draws  to  it  a  right  to  moor  vessels  to  its  shores,  to  land  on  them  in 
cases  of  distress  or  for  other  necessary  purposes.  This  principle  was 
founded  in  natural  reason,  was  e?idenced  by  the  common  sense  of 
mankind,  and  declared  by  the  writers  (the  principal  writer  on  inter- 
national law)  before  quoted." 

Judging  from  the  above  quotations,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  there 
is  guarantied  by  the  law  of  nations  to  the  Argentine  Confederation — 
one  of  the  '^  conterminous  States" — the  free  and  peaceful  use  of  the 
river  Parana  t»  aU  its  partSy  regardless  of  this  or  that  channel,  whereso- 
ever it  may  form  the  common  boundary  between  the  Confederation  and 
Paraguay.  This  being  granted,  I  then  claim,  under  authority  from 
the  Argentine  Confederation,  the  right  for  the  Water  Witch  to  explore 
any  and  every  portion  of  the  Parana  river  which  she,  as  one  of  the 
conterminous  States,  would  have  the  right  to  navigate. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  discussion  or  decision  of  questions 
of  disputed  limits  between  Paraguay  and  the  other  States — for  there 
would  be  as  many  questions  as  she  has  contiguous  States;  but  I  do 
assert,  notwithstanding  I  differ  with  such  high  and  learned  authority 
as  the  president  of  Paraguay,  that  every  principle  of  international 
law,  right,  and  propriety,  justified  the  Water  Witch  in  ascending  the 
Parana  to  the  extent  of  the  territory  of  the  Argentine  Confederation, 
and  to  the  use  of  any  part  of  that  river  within  those  limits. 

However  widely  we  may  differ  on  this  point,  there  is  one  sentiment 
advanced  by  his  excellency,  in  which  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  assure 
him  that  we  agree  most  perfectly,  and  that  is  his  anticipation  as  to 
the  tone  of  public  opinion  amongst  all  civilized  nations  touching  the 
attack  upon  the  Water  Witch.  He  expresses  himself  thus :  * 'Already 
we  seem  to  read  in  the  columns  of  foreign  periodicals  the  attack  upon 
or  conflict  with  the  Water  Witch  represented  in  a  false  light.  It 
will  be  said  that  a  vessel  engaged  in  a  scientific  work,  at  the  moment 
in  which  she  was  determining  the  topographic  position  of  this  or  that 
point,  was  attacked  and  sunk  by  a  horde  of  savages!  Already  we  are 
prepared  to  hear  that  Paraguay  is  a  country  behind  the  age,  wanting 
m  intelligence,  that  by  her  progress  and  science  are  trodden  down, 
and  such  is  her  hatred  to  foreigners  that  she  would  sooner  hold  com- 
munication with  the  ferocious  beasts  of  the  desert." 

I  agree  with  his  excellency  that  such  will  unquestionably  be  the 
estimation  in  which  this  act  will  be  held  by  the  civilized  nations  of 
the  earth ;  but  as  the  government  alone  is  responsible  for  such  an 
outrage  upon  international  right  and  courtesy,  the  people  of  Paraguay, 
who  are  very  good  people,  should  not  suffer  in  public  estimation  from 
an  act  which,  I  feel  assured,  they  neither  counseled  nor  approved. 
Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  think  we  are  irresistibly  brought  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Water  Witch,  with  an  armament  of  three  boat  howitzers, 
desificned  as  a  defence  solely  against  savages,  with  a  crew  diminished 
by  one  half  in  efficiency,  and  with  one  officer,  save  the  engineers, 
(the  other  officers  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  having  been  detailed  for 
other  duty,)  while  in  the  rightful  and  peaceable  exploration  of  a 
river,  in  which  exploration  the  whole  world  is  as  much  interested  as 
the  United  States,  and  their  neighboring  States  more  than  any  others, 
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is  fired  into  by  order  of  President  Lopez ;  that  a  fort  is  armed  and 
garrisoned  ;  an  encampment  formed  of  thousands  of  soldiers  to  arrest 
the  Water  Witch  in  her  scientific  work,  and  then  she  is  fired  into,  as 
though  she  aimed  at  a  demolition  of  the  whole  encampment.  The 
scene  at  the  encampment  is  thus  graphically  described  by  his  excel- 
lency, which  certainly  does  honor  to  the  gallant  defenders  of  their 
country  against  such  odds:  ^^  In  order  to  understand  how,  at  the  first 
intelligence  of  the  occurrence  at  Itapiru,  in  the  encampment  of  the 
Paso  de  la  Patria,  all  the  troops  put  themselves  in  motion,  each 
soldier  believed  that  the  hour  of  combat  had  arrived,  and  enthusiasm 
pervaded  the  ranks  as  if  the  country  were  in  danger  and  each  man 
had  been  called  to  defend  his  threatened  fireside." 

With  this  view  of  the  case,  as  set  forth  under  authority  of  inter- 
national law,  and  with  the  representation  of  the  occurrences  as  given 
by  President  Lopez,  I  agree  with  him  perfectly  in  this  anticipation 
as  to  the  opinion  which  every  civilized  community  will  form  of  the 
government  of  Paraguay. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Editor,  before  concluding  this  communication,  to 
quote  from  an  editorial  in  your  paper  of  the  2d.  You  say :  **  In  view 
of  the  accounts  as  given  on  both  sides,  we  should  in  truth  declare  that 
had  we  found  ourselves  in  the  place  of  the  commandant  of  Itapiru, 
we  should  have  done  as  he  did :  that  is,  have  fired  into  the  Water 
Witch." 

In  this  opinion  I  agree  with  you  perfectly ;  but,  Mr.  Editor,  will 
you  take  one  step  further,  and  inform  your  readers  had  you  been  in 
the  situation  of  President  Lopez  would  you  have  issued  such  orders 
to  the  commandant  of  Itapiru  ? 

TH.  J.  PAGE. 


B. 

Elizabeth  City,  Union  County^  N.  J.,  July  30.  1857. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th  reached  me  on  the  25th.  I 
am  astonished  to  learn  the  course  you  state  that  Mr.  Peden  has  pur- 
sued, and  agree  with  you  fully  in  the  statement  in  relation  to  the 
men ;  the  report  you  made,  and  the  disposition  of  the  man  whom  you 
reported  as  being  irresponsible  for  his  own  conduct — in  other  terms, 
as  ^^non  compos  mentis.** 

I  have  no  recollection  of  your  leaving  with  me  a  written  report ;  [ 
find  none  among  my  papers.  Should  I,  however,  come  across  such  a 
paper  I  will  send  it  to  you.  My  impression  is  that  you  retained  the 
statement  of  the  circumstances  of  the  men's  conduct. 

Truly  yours, 


Captain  Thos.  J.  Page,  U.  S.  N., 

Washington^  D,  C. 


W.  D.  SALTER. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 


Department  op  the  Interior, 

December  3,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  presenting  an  exhibit  of  the  operations  of  this  department, 
attention  is  first  invited  to  the  important  and  diversified  interests 
connected  with  the  administration  of  our  public  domain,  respecting 
which  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  furnishes  interesting  details,  with  a  gratifying  view  of 
our  extended  land  system.  American  legislation  has  shown  its 
superior  practical  wisdom  by  its  simplicity  and  adaptation  to  the 
wants  of  our  people  in  its  code  of  land  laws,  in  regard  to  the  improve- 
ment of  which  few  suggestions  can  be  made. 

The  leading  fact  attracting  our  attention  is  the  vast  extent  of  the 
operations  of  the  Land  Bureau. 

The  public  domain  covers  a  surface,  exclusive  of  water,  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  million  of  acres.  It  stretches  across 
the  continent,  and  embraces  every  variety  of  climate  and  soil,  abound- 
ing in  agricultural,  mineral,  and  timber  wealth,  everywhere  inviting 
to  enterprise,  and  capable  of  yieldinsc  support  to  man. 

This  great  inheritance  was  acquired,  first,  by  the  voluntary  ces- 
sions of  several  of  the  original  thirteen  States ;  then  by  the  Loui- 
siana purchase  obtained  from  Napoleon  by  the  treaty  of  1803.  The 
next  enlargement  of  our  territory  was  effected  by  the  treaty  of  1819 
with  Spain,  ceding  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States ;  then  its  fur- 
ther extension  was  effected  by  the  treaty  of  1848,  at  Guadalupe 
Hidalgo,  with  Mexico,  ceding  New  Mexico  and  California.  Subse- 
quently, Texas  accepted  the  proposition  of  this  government  establish- 
ing her  boundaries,  for  the  **  relinquishment  by  the  said  State  of  all 
territory  claimed  by  her  exterior  to  said  boundaries."  The  last  acces- 
sion to  the  public  domain  is  that,  in  1854,  from  Mexico,  known  as 
the  **  Gadsden  purchase,"  covering  a  surface  of  23,161,000  acres, 
south  of  the  Gila  river. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  said,  in  reference  to  acquired  lands,  that 
"the  people  change  their  sovereign,  their  right  to  property  remains 
unaffected  by  this  change."  Consequently,  when  the  United  States 
succeeded  to  the  ownership  of  that  portion  of  our  territory  derived 
from  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  the  first  and  paramount  duty  in 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  was  to  separate  private  from  public 
property. 

In  obedience  to  this  well  settled  principle  of  public  law,  and  under 
the  special  obligations  of  treaties,  the  United  States  have  established 
boards  of  commissioners,  conferred  powers  on  registers  axvA^x^^w^^^^^ 
opened  the  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  adj\id\c«Ai\OTL  ^l  ^Q»x^\^a. 
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titles,  and  in  multitudes  of  cases  confirmed  such  titles  by  special  acts 
of  legislation. 

These  classes  of  titles  are  known  under  the  generic  description  of 
"private  land  claims/'  and  are  of  every  species,  from  minute  parcels 
in  the  form  of  lots  in  Spanish  towns  to  rural  claims,  ranging  in  size 
from  one  hundred  arpents  and  less  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  acres. 

These  titles  are  of  British,  French,  Spanish,  and  Mexican  origin, 
all  depending  for  validity  on  the  colonial  laws  of  their  difierent  sove- 
reignties. And  there  is  no  branch  of  jurisprudence  where  greater 
research  and  extent  of  legal  erudition  have  been  displayed  by  our 
judicial  tribunals  than  in  the  determination  of  the  intricate  questions 
which  have  arisen,  been  discussed,  and  judicially  determined  in  con- 
nexion with  this  branch  of  the  service.  These  foreign  claims  are  of 
every  diversity  of  shape,  and  everywhere  scattered  over  the  public 
domain,  interrupting  the  regularity  of  our  surveys,  with  which  they 
are  necessarily  interlocked,  and  exhibit  in  striking  contrast  the 
irregularities  of  the  foreign  surveys,  when  compared  with  the  simpli- 
city and  beauty  of  our  own  rectangular  system ;  showing  the  differeooe 
in  the  modes  of  distributing  estates,  one  of  which  concedes  to  the 
favorites  of  princes  immense  bodies  of  the  choicest  lands,  whilst  the 
other  subdivides  the  public  territory  so  as  to  deal  with  every  citiien 
in  a  spirit  of  enlarged  liberality.  In  the  growth  of  our  immense  terri- 
tory, in  the  way  and  by  the  means  already  mentioned,  there  remained 
and  htill  remain  unextinguished  the  claims,  rights,  and  possession  of 
the  aborigines.  The  general  government  of  the  Union,  at  the  dawn 
of  our  political  existence,  adopted  the  principle  asserted  by  the  colo- 
nizing governments  of  Europe,  to  the  effect  that  the  absolute  title  was 
in  the  United  States,  subject  only  to  the  Indian  right  of  occupancy,  and 
with  the  unconditional  privilege  of  extinguishing  that  right. 

Under  the  operation  of  these  principles,  the  purchase  and  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  right  has  been  gradually  progressing  in  the 
ratio  in  which  lands  in  Indian  occupancy  were  demanded  by  our  people 
for  settlement.  Pari  passu  have  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  been 
carried,  in  preparing  the  way  for  homesteads,  and  the  means  by  which 
to  pass  to  our  people  unincumbered  and  indefeasible  titles. 

The  surveying  system  is  now  organized  into  twelve  different  dis- 
tricts, and  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  have  already  been  extended 
over  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole  surface  of  the  public  domain. 

That  surface,  as  heretofore  stated,  is 1,450,000,000  acres. 

Of  this,  there  have  been  surveyed  and  prepared 

for  market,  of  net  public  lands,  that  is,  exclu- 
sive of  school  lands,  &c 401,604,988  acres, 

Of  which  quantity 67,442,870    acres 

have  never  been  offered,  and  are,  consequently, 

now  liable  to  public  sale ;  in  addition  to  which, 

there  were  upwards  of. 80,000,000    acres 

subject  to  entry  at  private  sale  on  the  30th  September  last. 

Of  the  public  domain,  there  have  been  disposed  of  by  private 
claims,    grants,   sales,   &c.,   embracing  surveyed  and    unsurveyed 

land 363,862,464  acres, 

which,  deducted  from    the  whole  surface,   as 

baore  stated,  leaves  undisposed  of  anaieao^    \,Q%^A^1^53G  cu^res. 
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DuriDg  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857^  and  the  quarter  end- 
ing September  30^  1857,  public  lands  have  been  surveyed  and  reported 

to  the  extent  of. 22,889,461.00  acres. 

During  the  same  period 21,160,037.27    acres 

have  been  di8i)0sed  of,  as  follows : 

For  cash 5,300,550.31  acres. 

Located  with  military  warrants 7,381,010.00     " 

Beturned  under  swamp  land  grant •     3,362,475.96     '^ 

Estimated  quantity  of  railroad  grants,  of  March, 

1857 5,116,000.00     '' 

The  amount  of  money  received  on  cash  sales  is  $4,225,908  18. 

This  shows  a  falling  off  in  land  receipts  from  those  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  preceding  year  of  $5,322,145  99.  With  a 
falling  off  during  the  same  period,  in  the  loccUion  of  lands  with  war- 
rants, of  more  than  20  per  cent. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  this  diminution,  the  fact  de- 
monstrates that,  long  before  the  prostration  of  all  credit  by  the  sus- 
pension of  the  banking  institutions,  the  investment  in  wild  lands  had 
greatly  decreased. 

In  the  territory  of  the  United  States  there  are  eighty-three  organ- 
ized land  districts,  each  having  a  register  and  receiver,  for  the  sale  and 
disposal  of  the  public  lands.  Tet  we  have  no  land  district  for  either 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  or  Utah.  In  New  Mexico  the  public 
surveys  have  been  executed  to  a  very  limited  extent,  owing  to  Indian 
hostilities.  In  Utah  the  surveys  had  rapidly  progressed,  until  the 
surveyor  general  abandoned  his  post  owing  to  reported  hostilities  of 
the  Mormon  autliorities  at  Salt  Lake  City.  The  extent  of  the  sur- 
veys, since  the  beginning  of  the  operations  in  Utah,  exhibits  a  sphere 
of  field  work  embracing  2,000,000  acres. 

A  due  regard  for  the  public  interests,  as  well  as  a  proper  respect 
for  the  prosperity  and  advancement  of  New  Mexico,  would  justify,  if 
not  loudly  call  upon  Congress  to  establish  a  land  office  and  a  board 
of  commissioners  for  the  adjudication  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  claims 
in  that  Territory.  It  is  important  to  its  future  prosperity  promptly 
to  separate  private  property  from  the  public  lands  before  the  settle- 
ments become  dense,  and  consequent  conflicts  of  claim  and  title  arise. 

By  the  act  of  April  24,  1820,  the  old  credit  system  of  sales  of  land 
was  abolished,  the  cash  system  instituted,  and  the  minimum  price 
fixed  at  $1  25  per  acre.  This  is  the  great  basis  of  our  present  sys- 
tem of  sales.  The  policy  of  the  law  is  to  favor  the  actual  settler. 
It  is  a  humane,  wise,  and  just  policy.  When  the  hardy  pioneer 
breaks  off  from  the  comforts  and  security  of  a  long-settltd  commu- 
nity, and  encounters  the  hazard  and  endures  the  hardships  and  de- 
privations of  a  new  settlement  in  the  forest,  he  has  rendered  a  positive 
service  to  the  government ;  and  to  deny  him  the  right  of  securing 
his  homo  and  improvements,  in  preference  to  all  others  who  would 
profit  by  his  sacrifices,  would  be  a  crying  injustice. 

When  an  actual  settler  goes  upon  lands  which  have  been  offered 
for  sale,  and  builds  himself  a  house,  the  law  allows  him  twelve 
months  within  which  to  pay  for  a  pre-emption  right  of  160  acrea. 
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If  he  enters  upon  unoflfered  land,  or  lands  which  have  never  been 
surveyed,  he  is  permitted  to  file  his  declaration  of  intention  to  enter, 
and  is  not  required  to  pay  for  his  pre-emption  till  the  day  appointed 
by  proclamation  for  public  sale  of  the  lands.  Public  policy  may 
cause  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  sale  of  the  land,  and  the  con- 
sequence is,  that  with  this  inchoate,  imperfect  right,  he  continues  to 
occupy  without  perfecting  his  title.  This  privilege  to  enter  being  a 
personal  right,  its  transfer  or  assignment  is  prohibited  by  law. 

By  thus  conceding  a  privilege,  and  fixing  no  time  in  which  he  is 
required  to  perfect  his  title,  an  interest  is  created  in  opposition  to  a 
public  sale  by  proclamation,  when  the  good  of  the  country  may  re- 
quire it.  The  suggestion,  therefore,  that  settlers  upon  unofiered 
lands  should  be  required  to  make  their  proof  and  payment  within  a 
specified  period,  is  approved. 

Pre-emptions  upon  unsurveyed  lands  are  now  limited  to  particular 
States  and  Territories.  A  general  law  authorizing  pre-emptions  upon 
lands  of  this  character,  superseding  or  repealing  special  statutes  on 
the  subject,  would  conduce  to  the  harmony  of  the  system ;  and  such 
a  law  is  recommended. 

In  order  to  remove  all  doubt  in  the  construction  of  existing  law, 
pre-emption  privileges  should  also  be  extended  to  alternate  reserved 
railroad  sections,  in  cases  where  settlements  have  been  made  after  the 
final  Jallotment.  The  enhanced  value  of  such  lands  presents  only  a 
stronger  reason  why  preference  should  be  given  to  settlers  over  all 
others. 

The  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  under,  existing  legisla- 
tion is  simple,  uniform,  and  complete.  Lands  are  introduced  into 
market  and  opened  to  free  competition  at  public  sale  by  the  President's 
proclamation,  which,  at  the  same  time,  notifies  settlers  to  come  for- 
ward and  secure  their  homes  at  the  minimum  price,  without  risk  of 
competition  at  public  sale.  Then  such  lands  as  remain  thus  undis- 
posed of,  are  open  to  free  purchase  at  private  sale,  at  the  ordinary 
minimum  of  $1  25  per  acre,  or  when  in  market  ten  years  and  upwards, 
at  reduced  prices  ;  always,  however,  with  the  preference  right  of  pur- 
chase awarded  to  the  actual  settler. 

The  public  domain  is  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
individual  citizens  thereof  have  equal  rights  of  purchase.  Actual 
settlers,  as  already  shown,  are  amply  protected  by  law  from  inter- 
ference, and  efficient  safeguards  are  thrown  around  their  rights.  As 
an  evidence  of  this,  it  is  estimated  that  in  the  sales  of  the  last  year 
three-fourths  of  the  sold  and  located  lands  were  taken  for  actual  settle- 
ment. Large  districts  of  the  public  lands  are  valuable,  however,  only 
for  the  timber  found  upon  them  ;  they  are  unsuitable  for  settlement ; 
and  to  restrict  their  purchase  to  settlers  alone,  would  prevent  their 
sale  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  hold  out  a  standing  temptation  to 
trespass  and  plunder. 

An  amendment  of  the  law  fixing  the  maximum  compensation  of  the 
registers  and  receivers,  so  as  to  restrict  the  payment  for  any  one  quar- 
ter or  fraction  of  a  quarter  to  a  pro  rata  allowance,  both  for  salary 
and  commissions,  is  approved  and  recommended. 
Under  the  bounty  land  law  of  3d  March,  1855,  large  sums  have 
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been  received  at  some  of  the  local  land  offices,  for  the  location  of 
warrants,  and  claims  have  been  presented  by  several  of  the  officers, 
for  the  whole  amount  of  fees  collected.  The  General  Land  Office  has 
decided,  and  the  decision  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  department,  that, 
in  view  of  the  limitation  as  to  maximum,  in  the  act  of  20th  April, 
1818,  aud  the  terms  of  the  2d  and  3d  sections  of  the  act  of  22d  March, 
1852,  in  connexion  with  the  act  of  1865,  there  is  no  authority  of  law 
for  the  allowance  of  any  excess  over  the  maximum  compensation  for 
commissions,  as  fixed  by  said  act  of  1818. 

The  act  of  12th  January,  1825,  authorizes  repayment  of  purchase 
money  to  be  made  from  the  treasury  in  all  cases  of  sales  of  lands  made 
by  the  local  laud  officers,  where  the  (government  is  unable,  from  want 
of  title  in  itself,  to  issue  patents  to  the  purchasers. 

My  predecessors  have  construed  this  act  as  providing  for  repayments 
in  all  cases  where  from  any  cause  the  sale  could  not  be  confirmed ; 
and  the  uniform  practice  has  been  in  conformity  with  that  view  of  the 
law. 

This  practice  is  unquestionably  founded  in  strict  justice,  and  I  have 
not  deemed  it  best  to  disturb  it,  although  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
a  strict  construction  of  the  law  would  limit  its  operation  to  the  class 
of  cases  specifically  embraced  therein.  Should  any  doubt  be  enter- 
tained of  the  propriety  of  my  action  in  this  particular,  such  amenda- 
tory legislation  is  respectfully  recommended  as  may  be  called  for  in 
the  premises. 

The  interesting  communication,  which  accompanies  this  report,  of 
the  late  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  respecting  the 
mineral  resources  of  that  distant  Territory,  suggests  the  propriety  of 
providing  for  a  geological  survey  thereof.  It  is  not  doubted  that  vast 
quantities  of  gold  and  silver,  copper,  lead,  and  iron  ores  are  to  be 
found  embedded  in  its  soil ;  and  their  discovery  and  development 
could  not  fail  to  conduce  to  the  public  prosperity. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aflfairs  furnishes  an  in- 
teresting view  of  a  peculiar  people,  with  whom  this  government  holds 
the  most  complicated  relations. 

The  members  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  while  they  are 
not  citizens,  cannot,  with  strict  propriety,  be  termed  foreigners. 
"  Domestic  dependent  nations,  their  relations  to  the  United  States 
resemble  those  of  a  ward  to  his  guardian.  They  look  to  our  govern- 
ment for  protection,  and  appeal  to  it  for  relief  to  their  wants." 
While  we  negotiate  treaties  with  them,  which  are  ratified  with  all  the 
solemnity  befitting  a  contract  to  which  nations  are  parties,  we  under- 
take to  construe  and  execute  their  provisions,  acknowledging  no 
responsibility  but  such  as  we  may  owe  to  truth,  honor,  and  justice. 
As  the  limits  of  our  civilization  have  been  extended,  the  number  of 
these  children  of  the  forest,  with  whom  our  people  are  brought  into 
immediate  contact,  is  greatly  increased.  Treaties  multiply;  rights 
are  acquired  ;  mutual  obligations  are  assumed  ;  obedience  is  promised 
on  the  one  part,  protection  is  guarantied  on  the  other.  The  Indian 
Bureau  is  grown  to  be  a  great  foreign  office,  conducting  the  corres- 
pondence and  adjusting  the  relations  of  more  than  sixty  interior  gpv- 
ernments ;  while  it  is  at  the  same  time  cbaiged.  m\\i  \\vft  ^^^cto^^ 


62  REPORT  OP  THIS 

regulation,  and  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  individual  members  of 
those  governments. 

In  the  performance  of  these  duties  questions  are  presented  of  the 
most  difficult  character,  in  the  solution  of  which  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  which  shall  reconcile  the  necessities  of 
sound  policy  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  intercourse  act 
of  1834  was  adapted  to  a  condition  of  affairs  which  no  longer  exists, 
and  it  might  be  judiciously  modified.  The  wide  dissimilarity,  too,  of 
the  provisions  of  the  various  treaties  recently  negotiated  with  the 
several  tribes,  agreeing,  however,  in  this,  that  legislation  by  Congress 
is  made  a  pre-requisite  to  the  full  enjoyment  by  the  Indian  of  the 
rights  they  were  intended  to  secure  to  him,  furnishes  a  weighty  reason 
for  the  revision  and  codification  of  the  laws  now  in  force  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  Congress  will  give  its  early  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
prescribe,  in  one  comprehensive  enactment,  a  well  considered,  compact, 
and  uniform  system  of  laws  for  the  regulation  of  Indian  intercourse. 

The  Indian  tribes  within  our  limits,  numbering  about  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  souls,  may  be  divided  into  three  classes: 
The  first — wild,  roving,  fierce,  retaining  all  the  traditionary  charac- 
teristics which  marked  the  race  before  the  advent  of  the  white  man — 
eke  out  by  plunder  the  uncertain  subsistence  derived  from  the  chase. 
To  this  class,  comprisino:  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number, 
belong  most  of  the  bands  whose  hunting  grounds  lie  in  the  interior 
of  the  continent,  and  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 
These  tribes  are  controllable  only  through  their  fears.  They  are, 
ostensibly,  our  friends,  because  they  dare  not  openly  avow  hostility ; 
and  this  must  continue  to  be  the  case  as  long  as  they  retain  their 
roving  habits.  The  Indian  office  is  powerless  to  effect  any  ameliora- 
tion of  their  condition  until  they  can  be  induced  to  adopt  fixed  habi- 
tations. To  the  accomplishment  of  this  preliminary  step  the  efforts 
of  the  Indian  Bureau  are  now  directed  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that,  with 
the  aid  of  the  military  arm  of  the  government,  the  system  of  coloni- 
zation, which  has  elsewhere  been  so  productive  of  good,  may  be  suc- 
cessfully applied  to  these  tribes. 

The  tribes  of  California,  Utah,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  a  portion 
of  those  in  Oregon,  constitute  the  second  class.  Some  three  years 
since  the  policy  was  adopted  of  concentrating  these  Indians  on  small 
reservations,  where  they  might  be  practically  taught  the  industrial 
arts,  and  labor  for  their  support  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
their  agent.  These  establishments  are,  in  fact,  manual  labor  schools 
on  a  large  scale;  and  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  hap- 
piest results  have  followed  their  introduction.  The  two  great  diffi- 
culties to  be  encountered  in  effecting  the  civilization  of  the  Indian, 
are  his  impatience  of  restraint  and  his  aversion  to  labor,  and  these 
are  not  to  be  overcome  by  abstract  teachings.  He  must  be  taught 
practically  J  if  at  all,  the  immense  superiority  of  a  settled  over  a  roving 
life,  and  the  value  and  dignity  of  labor.  This,  the  colonization  sys- 
tem appears  to  be  accomplishing,  and  it  is  certainly  the  most  effectual 
and  economical  plan  yet  devised  for  his  reclamation. 

The  Indians  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri,  those  of  Kansas, 
and  the  four  great  tribes  occupying  the  territory  west  of  Arkansas, 
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form  a  third  class,  differing  in  many  particulars  from  either  of  the 
others.  Generally  true  and  reliable,  they  constitute  a  people  for 
whom  we  justly  feel  the  deepest  sympathy  and  the  greatest  solicitude. 
The  degree  of  civilization  to  which  these  tribes  have  attained  varies 
greatly  in  different  localities.  Some  of  them,  steeped  in  ignorance, 
thoroughly  degraded,  seem,  in  their  contact  with  our  people,  to  have 
lost  the  rude  virtues  that  characterized  them  in  a  savage  state,  and 
acquired  from  civilization  only  its  vices.  Others  have  rapidly  ad- 
vanced, socially,  morally,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  useful  arts, 
until  they  have  become  fit  to  be  recognized  as  citizens.  Here  and 
there  is  found  one  whose  talents,  attainments,  and  integrity,  consti- 
tute him  an  ornament  to  his  race,  and,  while  he  challen>^es  our  admi- 
ration and  respect,  furnishes  practical  evidence  of  the  capacity  of  the 
Indian  for  hign  civilization. 

When  those  tribes  who  once  resided  east  of  the  Mississippi  river 
were  induced  to  leave  the  graves  of  their  fathers  and  emigrate  to  the 
west,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  gave  them  a  solemn  pledge 
that  the  country  where  they  now  reside  should  be  forever  **  secured 
and  guarantied*'  to  them.  The  westward  march  of  emigration,  how- 
ever, has  overtaken  the  Indian,  abd  now  begins  to  press  upon  him, 
and  it  is  evident  that  a  critical  period  in  his  history  has  been  reached. 
To  attempt  his  removal  still  further  west  is  impracticable.  The  country 
is  unsuited  to  his  wants  ;  it  has  no  sufficient  supply  of  wood  or  water, 
and  a  removal  there  would  but  be  the  means  of  hastening  on  his  bitter 
fate.  Where  he  now  is,  he  must  make  a  stand  and  struggle  for  exist- 
ence, or  his  doom  is  sealed.  If  he  cannot  adopt  the  habits,  and  rise  to 
the  level  of  his  white  neighbor,  he  must  pass  away ;  and  the  necessity 
of  devising  some  policy  which  shall  meet  the  emergency  presses 
itself  upon  the  government  at  this  time  with  peculiar  force.  So 
far  as  the  Indians  of  the  central  and  northern  superintendencies 
are  concerned,  the  question  is  especially  embarrassing.  Treaties 
have,  within  the  last  three  years,  been  negotiated  with  most  of  these 
tribes,  by  which  their  lands,  with  the  exception  of  small  reservations, 
have  been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Other  treaties  have  been  made, 
by  which  individual  reservations  have  been  secured,  in  the  expectation 
that  the  Indian  would  settle  down,  each  upon  his  own  farm,  and 
gradually  and  insensibly  attain  the  level  of  his  neighbors.  Unhappily 
for  the  success  of  this  scheme,  an  unprecedented  tide  of  emigration 
pressed  into  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  The  fertility  of  the  reservations, 
greatly  enhanced  in  value  by  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  country, 
tempted  alike  the  cupidity  of  the  land  speculator,  and  of  a  class  of 
settlers  by  no  means  punctilious  in  their  respect  ibr  the  right  of  the 
Indian.  The  result  has  been  disastrous.  Trespassed  upon  every- 
where, his  timber  spoiled,  himself  threatened  with  personal  violence, 
feeling  unable  to  cope  with  the  superior  race  that  surrounded  and 
pressed  upon  him,  the  Indian  proprietor  has  become  disheartened. 
Many  of  them  have  abandoned  their  reserves,  and  still  more  desire 
to  sell.  These  Indians  now  ask  for  patents,  as  they  have  a  right  to 
do,  for  their  selections.  The  treaties  vest  in  Congress  the  power  of 
providing  for  their  issuance,  **  with  such  guards  and  restrvetvoti^  ^^ 
may  seem  advisable  for  their  protection  (Kerein,"     T\l^t^  <i\iAv\ife  ti^ 
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doubt  that  our  people  will  succeed  in  getting  possession  of  these  homes 
of  the  Indians.  If  Congress  shall  fail  to  act,  and  thus  open  no  door 
by  which  the  Indians  can  divest  themselves  of  their  titles,  it  may  be 
apprehended  that  unscrupulous  men  will,  without  law,  obtain  possession 
of  their  lands  for  a  trifling  consideration,  and  stand  the  chances  of  an 
ultimate  title.  The  interest  of  the  reservee  requires  the  nassage  of 
a  law  regulating  the  alienation  of  his  right  to  his  land,  and  securing 
him  the  payment  of  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  same. 

For  their  numbers,  the  income  of  most  of  these  tribes,  in  the  way 
of  annuity,  is  large ;  but  experience  has  shown  that  the  system  here- 
tofore pursued,  of  paying  them  in  money  at  stated  periods,  has  been 
productive  of  evil  rather  than  good.  It  represses  industry  and  self- 
reliance  ;  it  encourages  idleness  and  extravagance,  and  draws  around 
them  a  swarm  of  unprincipled  traders.  In  many  of  the  treaties  which 
have  lately  been  negotiated  with  these  tribes,  this  provision  has  been 
inserted : 

<<  The  object  of  this  instrument  being  to  advance  the  interests  of 
said  Indians,  it  is  agreed"  that  ^'Congress  may  hereafler  make  such 
provision  by  law  as  experience  shall  prove  to  be  necessary." 

If  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  should  clothe  this  depart- 
ment with  some  discretion  in  the  payment  of  annuities,  so  that  the 
same  could  be  used  as  a  means  of  their  moral  reform  and  elevation, 
instead  of  the  injurious  system  now  prevailing,  of  distributing  money 
per  capita,  decided  advantages  may  be  reasonably  anticipated. 

The  plan  which  has  suggested  itself  as  the  most  likely  to  arrest  the 
demoralization  now  rapidly  increasing,  and,  at  the  same  time,  lay  a 
solid  foundation  for  their  ultimate  civilization,  may  be  briefly  outlined 
thus : 

They  should  be  gathered  on  smaller  reservations  and  in  denser 
settlements.  They  niust  be  familiarized  with  the  idea  of  separate 
property,  by  encouraging  them  to  erect  houses  as  homes  for  themselves 
and  their  iamilies.  For  this  purpose  the  reservations  should  be  divide 
into  farms  of  suitable  size,  and  distributed  among  the  individuals  of 
the  tribes,  to  hold,  in  severalty,  as  their  separate  and  private  estate, 
but  without  the  power  of  selling,  mortgaging,  leasing,  or  in  any 
manner  alienating  the  same,  except  to  members  of  the  same  tribe 
with  themselves.  Settlements  by  white  men  within  the  reserves 
should  be  prohibited,  and  the  prohibition  rigidly  enforced;  and  in- 
creased efibrts  should  be  made  to  suppress  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits, 
to  effect  which  the  co-operation  of  the  Indian  authorities  should  be 
secured.  Farms  should  be  established  in  central  positions,  at  which 
all  the  children  of  the  tribe  should  be  collected  and  required  to  labor, 
and  where  they  could  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  an  education.  A 
certain  portion  of  them  should  be  apprenticed  to  useAil  trades,  and 
the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  their  labor,  whether  on  the  farm  or  in 
the  workshop,  should  be  divided  among  their  parents.  Here  they 
would  be  taught  the  great  truths — that  labor  is  honorable,  and  that 
want  and  sufiering  inevitably  follow  in  the  train  of  improvidence  and 
idleness.  Implements  of  husbandry,  blankets  and  clothing,  useful 
articles  of  furniture,  books,  and,  indeed,  everything  which  promises 
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to  gi^e  comfort  to  their  homes,  should  be  purchased  and  divided  per 
capita. 

Should  their  income  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  outlay  re- 
quired for  these  purposes,  then  the  remainder  might  be  paid  in 
money.  Now  the  annual  indiscriminate  distribution  of  their  national 
funds  among  the  Indians  is  gradually  working  their  ruin  ;  whereas 
a  wise  policy,  such  as  any  parental  government  should  adopt,  would 
necessarily  produce  the  happiest  results. 

The  details  of  the  system  should,  of  course,  be  modified  to  suit  the 
varied  conditions  of  the  several  tribes;  but  the  uniform  application 
of  its  leading  ideas  to  the  government  of  the  tribes  in  the  central  and 
northern  superintendencies  is,  I  conceive,  indispensable. 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  the  southern  superintendency  presents  a 
gratifying  spectacle.  The  four  great  tribes  of  Choctaws,  Chickasaws, 
Cherokees,  and  Creeks,  with  the  kindred  band  of  Seminoles  occu- 
pying the  territory  west  of  Arkansas,  have  steadily  improved  in 
morals,  in  education,  in  the  comprehension  of,  and  respect  for,  the 
rights  of  persons  and  of  property,  and  in  a  knowledge  oi  the  theory 
and  principles  of  government.  They  have  regularly  organized  gov- 
ernments, constructed  upon  the  model  of  our  own,  State  constitutions, 
governors,  legislatures,  codes  of  laws,  and  judicial  magistracies  to 
expound  them.  There  the  path  of  duty  is  plain.  Every  encourage- 
ment should  be  held  out  to  them  to  persevere  in  well  doing,  until  the 
period  arrives  when,  ripe  for  citizenship,  they  shall  be  admitted  to 
the  full  enjoyment  of  all  its  rights  and  privileges. 

One  grievance,  however,  to  which  they  are  subjected,  and  of  which 
they  justly  complain,  deserves  the  consideration  of  Congress.  While 
the  Constitution,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States  are  in  force 
over  this  territory,  there  is  no  local  tribunal  empowered  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  causes  which  arise  under  them  ;  which,  therefore,  are 
sent  for  trial  to  the  United  States  district  courts  in  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas. This  not  only  causes  great  expense  and  inconvenience  to  the 
suitors,  but,  in  criminal  cases  especially,  interferes  with  the  impartial 
administration  of  justice.  A  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw,  accused  of  an 
offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  is  hurried  away  from 
his  friends,  to  be  tried  at  a  remote  point,  in  a  community  which  has 
no  sympathy  with  him.  Unable  to  compel  the  attendance  of  his  wit- 
nesses, and  deprived  of  the  aid  and  comfort  extended  to  the  white 
man  similarly  situated,  he  defends  himself  under  great  disadvantages. 
There  is  a  manifest  injustice  in  this  which  should  be  remedied  at 
once  ;  and  I  would  suggest  the  establishment,  by  Congress,  of  a  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  this  territory,  to  hold  at  least  one 
term  annually  for  each  of  the  four  tribes  of  Cherokees,  Creeks,  Choc- 
taws,  and  Chickasaws.  Among  these  tribes  there  are  educated,  well 
read  lawyers,  and  the  holding  of  a  court  in  their  country  would  create, 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  respect  for  the  laws,  and  give  dignity  to 
the  administration  of  justice. 

The  Indians  of  the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Oregon  are  still 
restive  and  belligerent.     This  disposition  on   their  part  evidently 
springs  from  disl>elief  in  the  strength  and  ability  of  this  goverum^\A 
to  punish  them  for  trespasses  committed  upon  out  ^eU\Qm&\i\.%«    \\»  \% 
£ 
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the  duty  of  the  governmeiit  to  disabuse  their  minds.  This  can  best 
be  done  by  peaceful  means.  Let  an  appropriation  be  made  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  a  delegation  from  each  of  the  large  tribes  in  those 
distant  Territories,  to  Washington  and  other  eastern  cities.  Let  them 
know^  by  personal  observation,  our  numbers,  see  our  improvements, 
and  estimate  our  strength.  They  would  readily  conclude  that  further 
hof  tility  would  be  absurd ;  and  when  they  carried  the  story  of  our 
greatness  and  power  to  their  people,  a  change  would  come  over  their 
minds,  and  we  might  then  reasonably  hope  for  the  establishment,  by 
treaties,  of  good  understanding  and  perpetual  peace  between  us.  Such 
an  appropriation  would  be,  in  my  judgment,  an  act  of  true  economy. 
During  the  past  year  a  large  amount  was  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  account  of  moneys  belonging  to  certain  Indian 
tribes.  The  several  treaties  under  which  this  amount  was  derived 
devolved  upon  the  President  the  duty  of  causing  it  to  be  invested  in 
some  ''safe  and  profitable  stocks,''  to  be  held  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  trust  for  the  respective  tribes.  In  pursuance  of  your 
directions,  these  Indian  trust  funds  were  invested  in  State  stocks 
which  were  deemed  safe  and  profitable.  The  amount  of  bonds 
purchased  was  $1,496,477  03,  costin:<  $1,303,932  49. 

The  investment  having  been  made  at  a  time  of  unusual  financial 
embarrassment,  we  were  enabled  to  make  a  profit  of  $192,544  54  for 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  at  the  same  time  to  afford  relief,  to  some  extent, 
to  the  business  community. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  presents  a  satisfactory 
view  of  the  operations  of  that  bureau  during  the  last  year.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  office  has  been  brought  up  to  date,  as  nearly  as  it  is  prac- 
ticable ;  and  the  large  clerical  force,  required  to  despatch  the  heavy 
labors  devolved  upon  it  by  the  recent  laws  granting  bounty  land,  has 
been  reduced,  so  as  to  conform  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  office. 
For  some  years  past  the  practice  has  prevailed  of  paying  to  the 
children,  and  sometimes  to  the  administrators,  of  deceased  revolution- 
ary soldiers  and  their  deceased  widows,  the  amount  of  pension  to 
which  such  soldiers  or  widows  would  have  been  entitled  had  they 
succeeded  in  making  good  their  claims  during  their  lifetime,  but 
never  to  grandchildren,  as  such.  At  the  last  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  it  was  decided,  in  a  case  involving  the  distribution  of  certain 
pension  moneys  which  had  been  paid  to  an  administrator  for  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  children  of  a  deceased  widow  of  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  that  grandchildren,  per  stirpeSj  stood  in  the  same  relation  to 
such  claims  as  children  ;  and  it  was  subsequently  contended  that  the 
effect  of  that  decision  was  not  only  to  affirm  the  legal  correctness  of 
the  practice  alluded  to,  but  to  enlarge  it,  so  as  to  embrace  a  class  of 
claimants  not  previously  recognized  by  it. 

Seeing  that  a  large  amount  of  money  had  already  been  drawn  frofn 

the  treasury  under  the  practice  of  the  office,  and  doubting  whether  the 

court  had  gone  beyond  the  mere  question  of  distribution  involved  in 

the  cause  before  it,  and  decided  as  to  the  law  on  which  that  practice 

,was  founded,  I  availed  myself  of  the  first  case  that  arose  to  elicit  the 

.  views  of  the  Attorney  General,  both  as  to  the  effect  of  the  decision  of 

,  the  court  and  the  legality  of  the  previous  ruling  of  the  office.     He 
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thoroughly  investigated  the  whole  subject,  and  gave  a  most  lucid 
and  convincing  opinion  on  the  law  of  the  case  ;  in  which  he  came  to 
the  conclusion,  that  soldiers  or  widows  who  might  have  been  entitled 
to  pensions  in  their  lifetime,  but  died  without  establishing  their  right 
or  receiving  the  same,  left  no  estate  in  their  claims  which  could  be 
inherited  either  by  grandchildren  or  children ;  that  arrears  of  pen- 
sion, which  alone,  by  the  statute,  were  inheritable,  only  existed  in 
cases  where  a  pension  had  once  been  received,  and,  at  the  death  of  the 
pensioner,  a  portion  was  left  unpaid  ;  and  that  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
the  decision  referred  to,  had  not  passed  upon  that  question.  In  this 
opinion  I  concurred  ;  and  as  there  was  no  law  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sions in  such  cases,  and  as  no  money  could  be  drawn  from  the  treasury 
without  a  previous  appropriation,  any  payment  ordered  by  me  would 
have  been  against  law,  and  would  have  amounted  to  a  naked  act  of 
legislation  by  an  executive  officer.  I  felt  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in 
ordering  a  discontinuance  of  the  practice  in  question,  and  all  the  cases 
coming  within  it  will  be  indefinitely  suspended,  unless  Congress  shall 

Sass  a  law,  giving  to  children  and  grandchildren  the  pensions  their 
eceased  ancestors  would  have  received  had  the  proper  proof  been 
made  out  during  their  lifetime. 

A  pension  is  a  bounty  given  by  government  for  meritorious  personal 
service,  and  the  first  law  granting  pensions  for  revolutionary  services 
confined  the  bounty  to  the  indigent  soldiers.  But,  whether  this 
restriction  be  correct  or  not,  it  is  self-evident  that  the  great  induce- 
ment, in  all  pension  laws,  is  to  relieve  and  compensate,  in  his  own 
proper  person,  the  self-sacrificing  soldier,  who  risked  his  lite,  wasted 
his  energies,  and  neglected  his  private  aflfairs  in  the  service  of  his 
country.  The  law  has  extended  its  beneficence  from  the  soldier  to  his 
widow,  and  there  it  has  stopped.  If  Congress  shall  take  one  step 
further,  and  provide  for  children  and  grandchildren  on  account  of 
the  services  of  their  ancestors,  the  question  arises,  why  take  care  of 
the  children  and  grandchildren  of  those  whose  fortune  it  was  to  live 
till  Congress  had  passed  a  pension  act,  and  not  of  those,  equally  meri- 
torious, wha  died  in  the  service,  or  who  dragged  out  a  miserable 
existence  uncared  for  and  unrecognized  by  the  government? 

The  children  and  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren  should 
be  contented  in  the  rich  inheritance  derived  from  a  glorious  ancestry, 
in  the  liberties  they  enjoy,  and  in  the  institutions  which  give  them 
protection.  Congress  has  not  been  unmindful  of  our  revolutionary 
heroes.  It  has  dealt  out  to  them  with  no  sparing  hand.  Up  to  the 
30th  June,  1857,  under  the  pension  laws  of  1818,  1828,  and  1832, 
|43,0ll,960  had  been  paid  to  revolutionary  soldiers  ;  and  under  the 
acts  of  1836,  1838,  1848,  and  1853,  1 18,302,660  had  been  paid  to  the 
widows  of  our  revolutionary  soldiers — making  an  aggregate,  in  money, 
of  sixty-one  millions  three  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars,  besides  large  donations  of  land  and  disburse- 
ments of  money,  under  other  laws,  on  account  of  revolutionary  ser- 
vices. 

The  discriminations  pointed  out  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
as  existing  between  the  invalid  and  half-pay  pensions  for  the  arm*^ 
and  the  navy,  would  seem  to  demand  revision  and  co^t^CiWoTiVj  ^<^\ir 
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gress.  Some  reorganization  of  the  systems  upon  which  those  pensions 
are  granted  is  desirable^  not  only  because  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
lower  rates  to  relieve  the  wants  of  those  intended  to  be  benefitted,  but 
because  of  the  manifest  propriety  of  making  like  provision  for  those 
of  corresponding  grades  in  the  two  arms  of  the  service  who  may  be- 
come disabled  while  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty. 

During  the  past  year  41,483  warrants  for  bounty  land  have  been 
issued,  requiring,  to  satisfy  them,  five  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  public  domain  ;  and 
the  number  issued  under  all  the  bounty  land  acts  of  Congress  from  the 
revolutionary  war  to  the  present  time  is  647,250,  requiring,  to  satisfy 
them,  sixty  millions  seven  hundred  and  four  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  forty-two  acres  of  land. 

The  frauds  practised,  upon  the  Pension  Office  in  attempts  to  procure, 
and  in  the  actual  procurement  of  land  warrants,  are  numerous  ;  but, 
owing  to  the  short  statutory  limit  of  two  years,  the  frauds  are  not 
discovered,  and  many  guilty  persons  escape.  I  would,  therefore, 
recommend  an  extension  of  the  limit  now  made  by  the  law  for  the 
prosecution  of  ofiences  of  this  kind. 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  has  called  my  attention,  also,  to  the 
fact,  that  the  forging  of  land  warrants  is  rendered  penal  by  no  exist- 
ing law.  The  extent  to  which  this  evil  practice  exists  is  not  known, 
but  the  importance  of  some  legislative  action  upon  the  subject  is  ob- 
vious, and  1  would  respectfully  recommend  tnat  Congress  provide 
some  law  which  may  serve  as  a  protection  to  the  government. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  furnishes  a 
detailed  and  satisfactory  statement  of  the  application  of  the  appro- 
priations placed  under  his  more  immediate  direction. 

The  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building  is  nearly  completed 
throughout,  and  presents  an  elegant  and  tasteful  appearance.  The 
north  front  of  the  building  is  in  the  process  of  erection.  Satisfactory 
contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the  granite  and  marble  work ;  the 
sub-basemeot  has  been  finished ;  and  the  contractors  are  pressing 
forward  their  operations  with  a  commendable  zeal.  This  portion  of 
the  building  will  be  completed  by  the  appropriations  already  made, 
and  no  estimate  is  now  deemed  necessary  for  the  improvement  and 
enclosure  of  the  grounds  around  it. 

An  extraordinary  flood,  during  the  last  winter,  swept  away  several 
sections  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac.  The  authorities  of  the 
city  of  Washington  repaired  the  breach,  and  the  bridge  has  been 
otherwise  placed  in  such  condition  as  to  make  its  passage  safe. 
This,  however,  is  a  temporary  arrangement,  but  it  is  the  only  one  by 
which  a  convenient  connexion  between  the  city  of  Washington  and 
the  shore  of  Virginia  can  be  had  at  present.  A  permanent  bridge 
.  across  the  Potomac  is  a  necessity,  and  it  is  for  Congress  to  determine 
its  location  and  its  character. 

The  District  of  Columbia  has  been  set  apart  for  the  capital  of  the 

nation,  and  the  relations  of  its  people  to  the  general  government  are 

.  altogether  anomalous.    Without  a  representative  in  Congress,  and  with 

no  voice  in  the  election  of  their  chief  magistrate,  so  far  as  political  rights 

.  are  concerned,  its  inhabitants  occupy  the  attitude  of  a  dependent  people. 
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Bat  they  are  nevertheless  American  citizens,  and,  as  such,  have  rights 
and  interests  which  are  dear  to  them,  to  guard  which  facilities  should 
be  afforded  them,  as  to  every  other  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  of 
making  known  their  wants,  through  their  own  representative,  to  the 
only  body  clothed  with  the  authority  to  supply  them.  There  can  be 
no  just  reason  for  the  distinction  which  has  heretofore  prevailed — 
allowing  a  Territory,  with  a  meagre  population,  a  delegate  upon  the 
floor  of  Congress,  to  make  known  its  requirements  and  advocate  its 
interests,  and  denying  the  same  privilege  to  this  District,  with  its 
seventy-five  thousand  inhabitants.  It  would  be  an  act  of  justice  to 
provide  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  a  dele- 
gate to  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  remove  a  just  ground  of  complaint,  that  they 
have  no  accredited  organ  by  which  their  interests  can  be  fairly  and 
favorably  brought  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  the  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Washington,  passed  May  15, 
1820,  Congress  invested  the  corporation  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  **lay  and  collect  taxes  ;"  **to  erect  and  repair  bridges  ;"  ^*to  open 
and  keep  in  repair  streets,  avenues,  lanes,  alleys,  drains,  and  sewers, 
agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  city  ;"  **to  erect  lamps,  and  to  occupy 
and  improve  for  public  purposes,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  any  part  of  the  public  and  o^icn  spaces 
and  squares  in  said  city,  not  interfering  with  private  rights." 

In  conferring  these  powers  upon  the  corporation.  Congress  must 
have  acted  on  the  conviction  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  city,  and  not 
of  the  general  government,  to  open  and  repair  streets  and  avenues, 
as  well  as  to  make  the  other  improvements  indicated. 

It  is  evident  that  the  city  authorities,  acting  under  the  influence 
of  a  city  constituency  familiar  with  the  localities,  and  well  informed 
as  to  the  true  interests  and  requirements  of  the  people,  are  less  liable 
to  be  misled  in  such  matters  by  the  representations  of  private  interests 
than  those  whose  attention  is  chiefly  taken  up  with  subjects  of  more 
general  concern,  and  who  are  not  supposed  to  be  specially  interested 
in  the  material  advancement  of  the  city. 

It  seems  to  be  eminently  proper,  therefore,  that  these  improvements 
should  be  made,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter,  under 
the  direction  of  the  city  authorities  ;  and  hence  no  estimates  have  been 
submitted  therefor  by  this  department.  Beyond  the  appropriations 
made  by  Congress  for  these  objects,  neither  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  nor  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  been  entrusted  with 
this  duty.  The  law  relieves  this  department  from  the  obligation,  not 
unfrequently  urged,  of  initiating  plans  and  suggesting  appropriations 
for  the  opening,  improvement  and  lighting  of  streets  and  avenues, 
and  for  the  construction  of  drains  and  sewers  in  the  city. 

The  government,  however,  is  a  large  real  estate  proprietor  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  provision  is  made  in  the  charter  of  incorpora- 
tion, by  which  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  is  directed  to 
reimburse  the  corporation  a  just  proportion  of  the  expense  incurred  in 
opening  and  improving  streets  passing  through  and  along  public 
squares.  This  expense  has  been  heretofore  defrayed  out  of  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  lots  belonging  to  the  go^QiTTimft\i\.\  \sviX.  'Oc^a 
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resource  has  now  failed  us,  and  an  estimate  has  been  submitted  for  au 
appropriation  out  of  the  national  treasury  on  that  account. 

The  reservations  owned  by  the  United  States  within  the  city  of 
Washington  require  to  be  improved  by  the  general  government. 
Much  attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  these  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  several  of  them  have  been  substantially  enclosed  and  taste- 
fully embellished.  But  while  much  has  been  accomplished,  more  re- 
mains to  be  done;  and  liberal  appropriations  might,  with  propriety, 
be  made  for  the  continuation  of  these  improvements  whenever  the 
condition  of  the  treasury  will  admit  of  it. 

The  grounds  around  the  Capitol  are  particularly  commended  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress,  in  the  hope  that  early  measures 
may  be  taken  to  relieve  them  of  their  present  uncomely  appearance. 
The  time  has  come  when  some  plan  should  be  agreed  upon  for  their 
extension  ;  but  how  far  they  should  be  extended  is  a  question  to  be 
determined  by  congressional  action. 

The  auxiliary  guard  is  a  police  force  provided  by  the  government 
for  the  protection  of  property  and  the  preservation  of  the  peace  within 
the  city  of  Washington.  Its  members  are  paid  from  the  public 
treasury,  through  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  but  derive 
their  appointments  from  the  mayor  of  the  city,  to  whom  alone  they 
are  responsible  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties.  It  is  re- 
spectfully recommended  that  the  law  on  this  subject  be  so  far  amend- 
ed as  to  require  these  appointments,  before  they  can  take  effect,  to  be 
reported  to  and  approved  by  some  officer  of  the  government,  either 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  or  the  marshal  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  to  give  such  officer  the  power  of  removal  from  office 
whenever,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  good  may  render  it  necessary. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent  and  the  board  of  visitors  of  the 
government  hospital  for  the  insane  accompany  this  report.  The 
number  of  patients  in  the  hospital,  July  1,  1856,  was  ninety-three. 
During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1857,  fifty-two  were  admitted, 
and  thirty-five  discharged,  leaving  in  the  institution,  at  the  last- 
mentioned  date,  one  hundred  and  ten,  four  of  whom  are  independent 
or  pay  patients.  This  number  exceeds  the  rated  capacity  of  that  part 
of  the  building  now  completed  ;  but  an  appropriation  has  been  made 
for  the  construction  of  the  centre  building  and  three  sections  of  the 
wings,  according  to  the  original  plan  adopted,  which  are  in  process 
of  erection,  and  which  will  be  pressed  to  completion  with  all  proper 
despatch  and  economy.  When  these  portions  of  the  building  are 
finished,  it  is  believed  its  capacity  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  pre- 
sent demands  for  the  accommodation  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our 
people. 

The  institution  is  conducted  with  skill  and  fidelity,  and  reflects 
credit  upon  all  who  are  concerned  in  its  management. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  an  act  was  passed  incorporating 
the  Columbia  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  tne  Deaf,  Dumb,  and 
Blind.  In  the  charter  of  incorporation  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  whenever  he  is  satisfied  that  '*  any  deaf  and 
dumb  or  blind  person  of  teachable  age,  properly  belonging  to  this 
District,  is  in  indigent  circumstances,  and  cannot  command  the  means 
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to  secure  an  education,"  to  authorize  the  said  person  to  enter  the  said 
institution  for  instruction,  and  to  pay  for  his  or  her  maintenance  and 
tuition  therein,  at  the  rate  of  $150  per  annum.  In  pursuance  of  this 
provision  of  law,  fourteen  pupils  have  been  placed  in  the  institution. 

The  report  of  the  president  of  the  institution,  which  he  is  required 
to  make  annually,  is  herewith  communicated.  It  exhibits  the  insti- 
tution in  rather  a  crippled  condition.  It  is  in  debt,  and  it  needs 
more  land,  better  buildings,  and  a  larger  income,  to  pay  the  teachers. 
It  has  fifteen  pupils,  fourteen  of  which  are  maintained  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  charity  is  a  noble  one,  but  as  it  is  not  a  government 
institution,  it  is  for  Congress  to  determine  whether  further  assistance 
shall  be  extended  to  it. 

The  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary,  with  the  accompa- 
nying reports  of  the  warden,  clerk,  physician,  matron,  and  chaplain, 
are  herewith  submitted.  They  furnish  a  detailed  account  of  the 
administration  of  the  aflTairs  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  past  year. 
The  views  expressed  by  the  inspectors  of  the  present  working  of  the 
penitentiary,  and  their  recommendations  for  its  future  improvement, 
are  approved  and  commended  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
bridge  across  the  Potomac  at  Little  Falls  exhibits  the  progress  of 
that  work,  and  the  probability  of  its  early  completion.  There  have 
been  unavoidable  delays,  which  are  explained,  but  the  work,  when 
finished,  will  be  creditable  alike  to  the  engineer  and  the  government. 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  the  last  Congress  the  duty  was  devolved 
upon  this  department  of  distributing  a  portion  of  the  journals  and 
congressional  documents  to  public  libraries,  &c.,  previously  distributed 
by  the  Department  of  State.  As  the  resolution  prescribed  no  rule  by 
which  the  distribution  should  be  made,  it  is  proposed  to  send  to  each 
State  copies  in  proportion  to  its  federal  representation,  and  the  distri- 
bution will  be  made  on  that  basis,  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise 
direct.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  law  be  passed  for  the 
future  government  of  the  department  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

To  this  department  belongs  the  supervision  of  the  accounts  of  mar- 
shals, district  attorneys,  and  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  and  no  other  branch  of  the  public  service  is 
encompassed  with  greater  difficulties  in  its  administration.  In  some 
respects  advantageous  changes  might  be  made,  and  additional  legis- 
lation is  recommended. 

By  the  act  of  February  28,  1799,  fees  for  services  rendeied  by 
district  attorneys  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  were  specifically 
prescribed,  and  in  certain  districts  named  an  annual  salary  was  pro- 
vided, ''fw  a  full  compensation  for  all  extra  services,'*  All  district 
attorneys,  except  the  one  in  southern  New  York,  now  draw  a  salary, 
the  greater  part  of  them  at  the  rate  of,  and  none  less  than,  two  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum.  But  the  repeated  applications  for  compen- 
sation for  extra  services  by  these  officers  is  becoming  a  serious  evil. 

Some  of  the  district  attorneys  assume  that  they  are  under  no 
official  obligation  to  render  any  service  for  the  government  for  which 
no  fee  is  prescribed  under  existing  laws,  such  as  preparing  a  case  for 
trial,  procuring  and  examining  witnesses,  examining  t\U^  \^  ^\Q^^\\rj 
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purchased  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  and  they  insist,  as  a 
matter  of  equity,  if  not  of  strict  legal  right,  that  they  are  entitled  to 
compensation  for  all  professional  services  other  than  those  S))eci6cally 
enumerated  in  the  fee  act,  notwithstanding  they  receive  a  fixed  com- 
pennation  for  all  extra  services,  and  the  act  itself  declares,  '^no  other 
compensation  shall  he  taxed  or  allowed"  than  the  fees  therein  pre- 
scribed. 

I  recommend  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  respective  district 
attorneys,  graduated  by  some  equitable  rule,  coupled  with  a  provision 
devolving  upon  those  oflScers  the  duty  of  faithfully  performing  all 
such  services,  in  the  line  of  their  profession,  as  should  be  required  of 
them  in  every  case  in  which  the  interests  of  the  government  are  in 
any  way  involved,  and  declaring  that  the  receipt  of  such  salary  shall 
operate  as  a  full  discharge  of  all  claim  on  the  part  of  the  recipient 
for  compensation  for  all  services  not  enumerated  in  such  fee  bill  as 
may  at  the  time  be  in  force. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  that  a  change  may  be  made  with 
propriety  in  the  law  providing  for  the  appointment  of  clerks  of  the 
several  United  States  courts. 

These  oflScers  are  now  appointed  by  the  judges,  to  whom  alone  they 
are  responsible  for  their  oflScial  conduct.  The  law  requires  them,  semi- 
annually, to  make  returns  of  their  fees  and  emoluments.  But  in  case 
of  failure  or  refusal,  this  department  is  powerless  to  enforce  obedience, 
or  to  remove  the  delinquents.  It  can,  however,  withhold  any  money 
that  may  be  due  them  by  the  United  States,  until  they  shall  render 
their  accounts.     This  is  the  whole  extent  of  its  power. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  this  department  to  restrict  the  expenditures 
of  these  oflScers  within  proper  limits,  although  defrayed  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  oflSces  ;  to  allow  no  one  clerk  to  retain  of  his  fees  and 
emoluments  a  sum  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  for  his  personal  compensation  ;  and  to  require  him  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  semi-annually,  any  surplus  of  the 
same.  A  duty  is  thus  imposed  upon  the  head  of  the  department, 
while  he  is  clothed  with  no  adequate  authority  to  enforce  a  compliance 
with  his  orders  and  requirements.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  it  is  proper 
to  state,  that  in  order  to  answer  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  last  House 
of  Representatives,  circulars,  calling  for  the  requisite  information, 
were  addressed  to  all  these  oflScers  on  the  1st  of  September  last,  and 
although  proper  commendation  is  due  to  those  who  replied  promptly, 
yet  fourteen  in  the  States,  and  nineteen  in  the  Territories,  have  wholly 
failed  to  respond  thereto.  Some  remedy  for  this  state  of  things  should 
be  provided,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  as  the  most  eflfectual,  to 
change  the  tenure  of  the  oflSce,  so  as  to  require  all  the  clerks  of  all  the 
courts  to  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner  as  marshals  and  district 
attorneys. 

Clerks  of  courts,  in  many  cases,  are  appointed  and  act  as  United 
States  commissioners.  This  practice,  it  is  believed,  adds  largely  to 
the  expenses  of  that  branch  of  the  public  service,  especially  in  the 
large  cities,  where  it  becomes  necessary,  in  the  absence  of  the  clerk, 
to  employ  an  additional  number  of  deputies  in  his  oflSce.  This  evil 
requires  correction  at  the  hands  of  Congress. 
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The  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  cannot,  by  the  received  construction 
of  the  law,  be  required  to  make  a  return  of  the  fees  and  emoluments 
of  his  office,  nor  is  his  com(>eDsation  limited;  yet  the  policy  and  spirit 
of  the  law  includes  this  officer,  as  well  as  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and 
districts  courts.  If  the  existing  law  be  wise  and  ought  to  be  main- 
tained, then  no  valid  reasons  exists  why  this  officer  should  be 
made  an  exception. 

The  late  Attorney  General  gave  an  opinion  that  a  clerk  was  a 
^'collecting  agent  of  the  government,  and  should  be  held  to  account 
for  all  the  fees  of  his  office,  received  or  receivable,  deducting  there- 
from the  maximum  allowed  by  law."  Now,  although  the  clerk  or 
other  officer  may  earn  a  large  surplus,  still  one-half  of  the  maximum 
may  not  have  been  actually  received.  And,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  they  are  legally  powerless  in  some  cases  to  collect  their  earnings, 
they  are  positively  required  to  pay  into  the  treasury,  with  each  semi- 
annual return,  any  surplus  which  the  same  exhibits.  The  offioero 
claim,  generally,  that  they  have  a  right  to  retain  the  compensation 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  that  they  are  not  in  a  position  to 
retain  it  until  it  is  actually  collected,  which  leads  to  much  difficulty. 

To  remedy  this,  it  is  suggested  that  all  clerks  and  marshals  in  the 
respective  States  and  territories,  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  be 
explicitly  authorized  to  demand  the  payment  of  their  fees,  or  take 
security  therefor,  when  they  are  not  properly  chargeable  to  the  United 
States,  in  advance  of  the  rendition  of  all  official  services. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  made  for  the  erection  of  a  court-house  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  This  was  construed  not  to  authorize  this  department 
to  purchase  a  building,  however  suitable  for  the  purpose.  The 
masonic  temple,  conveniently  situated  in  the  business  part  of  that 
city,  was  offiired  to  the  department  for  one  hundred  and  five  thousand 
dollars.  The  proposition  was  accepted,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
Congress  ;  and  an  estimate  has  been  submitted  covering  the  expendi- 
ture. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  26th  February  last,  authorizing  the 
people  of  Minnesota  **  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government," 
maae  it  the  duty  of  the  United  States  marshal  for  said  territory  '^  to 
take  a  census,  or  enumeration,  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  limits 
of  the  proposed  State,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  should  be 
prescribed  therefor  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  with  the  view  of 
ascertaining  the  number  of  representatives  to  which  said  State  may 
be  entitled  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States." 

The  necessary  instructions  have  been  issued  to  enable  the  marshal 
to  perform  that  duty,  and  an  appropriation  will  be  asked,  as  soon  as 
full  returns  of  his  operations  have  been  received,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses* he  has  thus  been  directed  to  incur — no  provision  therefor 
having  yet  been  made. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  Congress,  this  department  was  charged  with  the 
construction  of  the  following  wagon  roads:  one  from  Fort  Kearney, 
Nebraska,  by  way  of  the  South  Pass,  to  the  eastern  boundary  of 
California,  near  Honey  lake;  one  from  El  Paso,  on  the  liio  Grande, 
to  Fort  Yuma,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gila  river  \  awd  oti^  ix^\si  ^^ 
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Platte  river,  via  the  Omaha  reserve  and  Dacotah  city,  to  the  RonniDg 
Water  river. 

Provision  had  heen  previously  made  for  opening  a  road  from  Fort 
Bidgely,  Minnesota^  to  the  8onth  Pass,  and  operations  had  been  com- 
menced thereon,  under  instructions  from  my  predecessor. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  all  these  roads,  and  measures  have 
been  taken  for  its  vigorous  prosecution.  The  obvious  design  of  Con- 
gress, in  these  appropriations,  was  to  locate  and  open  roads  which 
should  meet  present  emergencies  and  the  demands  of  emigration,  and 
not  to  introduce  a  system  of  improvements  which  would  require  other 
and  larger  appropriations  to  be  made,  from  year  to  year,  for  their 
completion.  Witn  this  view,  and  to  secure  the  speedy  and  economical 
construction  of  these  great  and  extended  thoroughfares,  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  appoint  a  superintendent,  and  organize  a  suitable  corps 
of  operatives  on  each  road.     Each  superintendent  was  instructed  to 

ftass  over  the  entire  length  of  the  section  of  the  route  assigned  him, 
ocating  it  on  the  most  direct  and  advantageous  ground,  and  opening 
and  improving  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  of  the  easy  passage  of 
a  loaded  wagon. 

The  immediate  direction  of  the  movements  of  these  several  parties 
was  placed  by  me  in  charge  of  a  gentleman  of  experience ;  and  so 
soon  as  full  information  of  the  operations  of  the  past  season  is  received, 
I  will  cause  him  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  their  progress,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  it  before  Congress. 

The  Fort  Ridgely  and  South  Pass  road  has  already  been  opened 
as  far  west  as  the  Missouri  river,  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  and  the  country  through  which  it  runs  is  reported  to 
be  a  rich  and  desirable  one  for  settlement.  The  appropriation  for 
this  work  has,  however,  been  exhausted,  although  some  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  remain  to  be  completed.  To  finish  this  portion  of  the 
road,  should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  carry  out  its  original 
design,  an  additional  appropriation  ot  thirty  thousand  dollars  will 
be  required,  and  it  should  be  made  at  an  early  day. 

The  joint  commission  for  running  and  marking  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  under  the  treaty  of  December 
30,  1853,  concluded  its  labors  and  adjourned  on  October  1 ;  and  the 
commissioner  on  our  part  has  turned  over  to  this  department  the 
maps,  (with  one  or  two  exceptions,  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
engraver,)  journals,  astronomical  determinations,  and  other  public 
property  in  his  possession. 

Of  the  report  heretofore  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  printed,  the  first 
volume  is  completed,  and  will  be  ready  for  distribution  early  in  Jan- 
uary. The  second  volume,  or  appendix,  which  contains  the  reports 
upon  the  zoology  and  botany  of  the  region  surveyed,  is  still  incom- 
plete. The  engraved  plates  to  illustrate  this  pari  of  the  workare  in 
the  custody  of  this  department,  so  far  as  they  are  completed. 

During  the  last  Congress,  the  Senate,  by  resolution,  ordered  the 
printing  of  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  report  proper  and  accom- 
panying maps,  and  two  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  second  volume, 
or  appendix,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  running 
the  boundary.     The  execution  of  this  order  will  cost  from  thirty-five 
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to  forty  thousaDd  dollars.  Tho  resolution  of  the  Senate,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  President,  will  not 
furnish  to  this  department  a  sufficient  warrant  to  justify  the  payment 
of  these  expenses  out  of  the  fund  designated. 

By  the  14th  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3,  1837,  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  is  required  annually,  in  the  month  of  January, 
to  make  a  report  to  Congress,  detailing  the  operations  of  his  bureau. 
This  law  was  enacted  while  the  office  was  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  as  it  was  not  required  of  him  to  make  an 
annual  report,  it  was  deemed  more  convenient,  without  doubt,  for 
the  Commissioner  to  report  directly  to  Congress.  The  act  approved 
March  3,  1849,  transferred  the  supervisory  and  appellate  powers,  in 
relation  to  the  acts  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  previously  exer- 
cised by  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  All 
the  other  bureaus  of  the  department  make  annual  reports  to  the  Sec- 
retary to  be  laid  before  the  President,  and  by  him  communicated  to 
Congress.  But,  in  the  case  of  the  Ci>mmihsioner  of  Patents,  while 
the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  of  his  office,  his  acts, 
and  the  conduct  of  all  those  under  his  immediate  supervision  are  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  the  Secretary,  and,  through  him,  of  the  Presi- 
dent, yet  the  annual  report  required  of  him  is  not,  in  any  way, 
under  existing  law,  open  to  the  revision  of  either.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  subjects  or  duties  pertaining  to  that 
bureau  which  makes  this  exception  necessary  ;  and  as  the  reason  for 
the  law  has  ceased  to  exist,  it  might  be  changed  with  propriety. 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th  of  September,  1857,  4,096 
applications  for  patents  have  been  received,  and  820  caveats  filed ; 
2,066  patents  have  been  issued,  and  2,287  applications  rejected. 

The  receipts  for  the  three  quarters  ending  30th  September,  1857, 
were  $161,415  97.  The  expenditures  were  $163,942  04.  Excess  of 
expenditures  over  receipts^  $2,526  07. 

The  policy  indicated  in  the  law  establishing  the  Patent  Office  is, 
that  it  should  be  a  self-sustaining  bureau.  This  policy  is  a  sound  one, 
and  should  be  observed. 

The  law  now  authorizes  a  return,  upon  the  rejection  of  an  appli- 
cation, of  two- thirds  of  the  fee  required  to  be  deposited  by  the  appli- 
cant on  presenting  his  claim.  Ot  the  $163,942  04  expended  during 
the  last  three  quarters,  $27,939  99  was  made  up  of  iees  restored  to 
applicants,  after  the  labor  of  examining  their  cases  had  been  performed. 
There  seems  to  be  neither  justice  nor  expediency  in  this  requirement. 
Its  consequence  has  been  to  bring  into  the  office  a  large  amount  of 
business,  frivolous  in  its  character,  and  which  seems,  in  fact,  obtruded 
but  as  an  experiment  upon  its  credulity.  If  it  is  desired  that  this 
bureau  should  be,  as  heretofore,  supported  by  its  own  earnings,  this 
feature  of  the  financial  administration  of  the  office  should  be  revised 
and  reformed. 

By  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  4, 1836,  the  applicant 
for  a  patent,  if  a  subject  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  was  required  to 
pay  a  fee  of  five  hundred  dollars.  At  that  time,  an  American  citizen 
applying  for  a  patent  in  that  kingdom  was  required  to  pay  a  fee  of 
one  hundred  pounds.     But  recently  the  English  govex\i\iife\i\»\v'^'^\^ 
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duoed  the  fee  required  of  an  American  citizen  from  one  hundred  to 
twenty  pounds.  As  the  fee  originally  required  seems  to  have  been 
determined  on  a  principle  of  retaliation,  it  is  proper  and  hecoming  in 
our  government  to  respond  to  the  liberal  policy  shown  by  Great  Britain 
toward  our  citizens^  by  reducing  the  fee  in  such  cases  to  one  hundred 
dollars. 

The  existing  law  authorizes  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioner to  either  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District 
of  Columbia.  This  law  is  an  anomaly  ia  our  legislation.  It  con- 
founds the  executive  and  judicial  departments,  which  the  genius  of 
our  institutions  requires  should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from 
each  other.  Its  violation  of  principle  is  not  a  more  serious  difficulty 
than  its  practical  operation.  The  appellant  not  only  snlecta  the 
judge  who  shall  try  the  case,  but  also  pays  the  fee  of  twenty-five  dol- 
lars allowed  him.  The  amount  of  compensation  thus  received  will 
depend  upon  the  number  of  cases  brought  before  hira  ;  that  number 
will  inevitably  be  influenced  by  his  course  of  decision.  The  judge  is 
thus  placed  in  a  position  of  embarrassment,  if  not  of  humiliation, 
alike  to  be  deplored  by  himself  and  the  country. 

This  law  should  be  repealed,  and  some  other  system  substituted 
which  will  put  this  office  in  a  position  of  independence  in  its  executive 
action,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  all  the  rights  of  inventors.  The 
most  feasible  plan  yet  suggested  to  eflect  this  is,  in  my  judgment,  to  au- 
thorize the  creation  of  a  permanent  Board  of  Review,  to  consist  of  three 
members,  selected  from  the  examiners  of  the  office,  and  who  shall  be 
known  as  examiners  in  chief.  This  board  shall  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  hearing  and  determining  upon  all  appeals  from  the  judgment 
of  the  primary  examiners,  except  in  cases  of  appeal  where  any  of 
these  may  have  previously  formed  and  expressed  an  opinion ;  in  which 
case  another  examiner  may  be  substituted  to  act  in  his  stead;  and 
then  their  judgment  and  action  will  be  subject  to  the  supervision  and 
review  of  the  Commissioner.  This  alteration  of  existing  law  must 
necessarily  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  office,  and  at  the  same  time 
secure  uniformity  and  certainty  in  its  rules  of  action.  And  while  the 
inventor  will  be  saved  from  vexatioug  delays,  and  heavy  costs  to  judges 
and  counsel,  he  must  feel  satisfied  that,  in  the  provision  made  for  the 
thorough  examination  of  his  application  by  the  examiner  in  the  first 
instance,  then  by  the  board  of  examiners  in  chief,  and,  lastly,  by  the 
Commissioner,  he  has  secured  to  him  the  amplest  opportunity  for  the 
establishment  of  his  rights. 

The  activity  and  success  of  the  inventive  genius  of  the  country,  the 
limited  circumstances  of  this  worthy  class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who 
are  badly  prepared  to  brook  delay  or  expense  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
claims,  the  rapid  enlargement  and  growing  importance  of  this  branch 
of  business,  and  the  fact  that  this  office  asks  nothing  from  the  national 
treasury,  but  only  seeks  such  an  organization  of  its  internal  machi- 
nery as  will  place  this  branch  of  the  public  service  upon  the  most 
efficient  footing,  justify  an  earnest  invocation  of  the  attention  of 
Congross  to  the  wants  of  this  office. 

The  agricultural  division  of  this  office  is  growing  in  popularity 
with  the  country  and  increasing  in  usefulness.     It  may  be  well  ques- 
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tioned  whether  any  other  expenditure  of  the  public  money  has  ever 
proved  so  largely  remunerative  and  so  beneficent  in  its  influences. 
The  crop  of  Chinese  and  African  sugar-cane  alone,  for  the  present 
year,  will  more  than  compensate  for  the  money  heretofore  expended 
in  this  behalf. 

Measures  havebeen  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a  more  satis- 
factory system  for  the  distribution  of  seeds ;  the  introduction  of  the 
tea  plant ;  the  collection  of  the  seed  and  cuttings  of  the  native  grape 
vines  with  the  view  of  testing  their  value  for  the  manufacture  of 
wine  ;  the  investigation  of  the  nature  and  habits  of  the  insects  that 
infest  the  coiUm  plant,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether  some 
plan  can  be  devised  for  the  protection  of  the  cotton  planter ;  and  for  the 
chemical  analysis  of  various  plants  and  soils. 

The  cases  required  by  the  act  of  March  3,  185T,^  be  constructed 
in  the  hall  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  reception  of  the 
collections  of  the  Exploring  Expeditions  and  other  objects  of  curiosity 
and  interest,  now  in  the  main  hall  of  the  I^atent  Office  building,  have 
been  contracted  for,  and  sufficient  progress  has  been  made  to  warrant 
the  belief  that  the  removal  can  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  the 
current  fiscal  year.  The  object  of  the  transfer  of  these  collections  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  evidently  was  to  relieve  the  Patent  Office 
from  the  responsibility  and  trouble  of  their  custody;  the  force,  there- 
fore, heretoiore  employed  to  take  care  of  them  will  then  be  no  longer 
needed  by  this  office,  and  no  estimate  has  been  submitted  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  THOMPSON, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
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REPORT  OF  COamSSIONER  OF  GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE. 


General  Land  Office,  November  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857|  and  for 
the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1857 : 
The  quantity  of  land   surveyed  and  ready  for 

market,  and  not  advertised,  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1857,  exclusive  of  lands  withdrawn  on 

account  of  railroad  grants,  embraces  an  area  of       67,442,876  acres. 
Of  this  quantity  there  was  surveyed  and  returned 

to  this  office  during  the  five  quarters  ending 

September  30,  1857 22,889,461  acres. 

The  particulars  are  presented  in  the  following  tabular  exhibit: 
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This  statement  shows  an  activity  in  our  surveying  operations,  dur- 
ing the  time  mentioned  in  this  report,  beyond  that  of  any  preceding 
period,  and  that  the  quantity  of  new  lands  now  liable  to  be  dispos^ 
of  exceeds  by  many  millions  of  acres  the  surveyed  lands  of  any 
former  period. 

During  the  fiscal  ^ear  ending  30th  June,  1857, 

there  were  sold  for  cash 4,142,744.48  acres. 

Located  with  military  bounty  land  warrants 6,283,920.00     ^' 


Making  a  total  of. 10,426,664.48 

Reported  under  swamp  land  grant 2,962,408.96 

Estimated  quantity  covered  by  railroad  grants  of 

March,  1857 5,116,000.00 

Making  an  aggregate  of 18,505|073.44 

For  the  quarter  ending  30th 
September,  1857,  there 
were  sold  for  cash 1,157,805.83  acres. 

Located  with  military  boun- 
ty land  warrants 1,097,090.00     " 

Reported  under  swamp  land 

grants 400,067.00     ** 

Being  for  the  quarter 2,654,962.83 

Making  an  aggregate  for  the  five  quarters 

ending  September  30,  1857,  of. 21,160,036.27 


It 


It  is  estimated  that  three-fourths  of  the  sold  and  located  lands  were 
taken  for  actual  settlement. 

The  estimated  quantities  covered  by  railroad 
grants  by  the  acts  of  May,  June,  and  August, 
1856,  and  other  internal  improvements,  ai 
stated  in  last  annual  report,  amount  to 15,680,875  acres. 


Cash  receipts. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1857, 

the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 

amount  to. $3,471,522  99 

The  receipts  for  the  quarter  ending  September 

30,  1857,  amount  to 754,385  19 

Making  a  total  for  the  five  quarters  of....  4,225,908  18 
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Upon  comparisoa  of  the  foregoing  with  the  statistics  of  the  last 
annual  report,  it  is  found  that  the  lands  sold  and  located  during  the 
five  quarters  ending  September  30,  1857,  fall  short  of  the  quantity 
sold  and  located  during  the  period  embraced  in  the  last  report  by 
more  than  6,000,000  of  acres,  and  that  the  cash  receipts  have  fallen 
ofif  in  a  still  larger  proportion.  This  diminution  is  attributable  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  extensive  bodies  of  public  lands  along  the  lines  of 
the  railroads,  in  the  States  and  Territory  to  which  grants  of  lands 
were  made  during  the  last  Congress,  and  also  to  the  sale  of  large 
quantities  of  land  at  the  reduced  prices  fixed  by  the  graduation  act  of 
the  4th  of  August,  1854,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  new 
lands  has  been,  in  part,  satisfied  by  the  States  having  lands  for  dis- 
posal, under  the  swamp,  internal  improvement,  and  other  grants. 

The  following  table  exhibits  at  one  view  the  quantity  of  public 
land  sold  at  and  above  the  ordinary  minimum  and  at  the  graduated 
prices,  the  amounts  received  thereon,  the  quantity  located  with  mili- 
tary warrants,  and  selected  under  swamp  grants,  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1857,  and  the  quarter  ending  September 
30,  1857. 
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Condition  of  the  bounty  land  business,  under  acts  of  1847,  1860,  1862, 
and  1855,  on  September  30,  1867. 


ACT  OF  1847. 


Grade  of  war- 
rant. 

Number 
isBued. 

Acres 
embraced 
thereby. 

Number 
located. 

Acres 
embraced 
thereby. 

Nunber 
outstaad'g. 

Acres 
embraced 
thereby. 

160-acre 

40-acre 

80, 181 
7,634 

12,828,960 
301,360 

73,966 
6,033 

11,834,660 
241,320 

6,216 
1,601 

994,400 
60,040 

87,716 

13,130,320 

79,999 

12,076,880 

7,716 

1,064,440 

ACT  OF  1860. 


160-acre 

80-acre 

40Hicre 

27,402 

67, 684 

103, 908 

4,384,320 
4,614,720 
4,166,320 

26, 822 
60, 626 

87, 878 

4,131,620 
4,060,080 
3,616,120 

1,680 

7,068 

16,030 

262,800 
664,640 
641,200 

188,994 

13,166,360 

164,326 

11,696,720 

24, 668 

1,468,640 

ACT  OF  1862. 


160-acre 

80-acre 

40-acre 

1,221 
1,696 
9,062 

196, 360 
136, 680 
362,480 

906 
1,346 
7,368 

144,960 
107, 600 
294,720 

316 

361 

1,694 

60,400 
28,080 
67,760 

11,979 

693,620 

9,619 

647,280 

2,360 

146,240 

ACT  OF  1866. 


160-acre 

73,078 

11,692,480 

32,430 

6,188,800 

40, 648 

6,603,680 

120-acre 

93,447 

11,213,640 

66, 836 

6,820,320 

36,611 

4,393,320 

lOO-acre 

6 

600 

3 

300 

2 

200 

80-acre 

47,076 

.3,766,080 

28,019 

2,241,620 

19,067 

1,624,660 

60-acre 

330 

19,800 

164 

9,240 

176 

10, 660 

40-acre 

463 

18, 120 

240 

9,600 

213 

8,620 

10-acre 

6 

60 

3 

30 

2 

20 

214,394 

26,710,670 

117,686 

14,269,810 

96,709 

12,440,860 

BUMMABT. 


Act  of  1847.. 
««  I860.. 
"  1862.. 
**      1866.- 


87,716 
188, 994 

11,979 
214,394 


603,082 


13,130,320 

13, 166, 360 

693,620 

26,710,670 


63,689,870 


79,999 

164, 326 

9,611^ 

117,686 


371,629 


12,076,880 

11,696,720 

647,280 

14,269,810 


38,689,690 


7,716 
24, 668 

2,360 
96,709 


131,463 


1,064,440 

1,468,640 

146, 240 

12,440,860 


16, 100, 180 
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During  the  year  ending  September  30, 1857,  Bcrip  has 
been  issued  upon  Virginia  military  warrants,  pursu- 
ant to  the  act  of  August  31,  1852,  amounting  to 52,476  acres. 

During  the  same  time  warrants  have  been  filed  for...     30,479     " 
Upon  which  scrip  has  issued  for 18,500     ** 


Leaving  suspended 11,979 


it 


In  addition  to  the  quantity  mentioned  above  as  suspended,  warrants 
amounting  to  112,000  acres  are  on  file,  which  are  also  suspended  for 
defects  in  the  chain  of  title,  and  other  causes. 

The  recommendation  of  the  last  annual  report,  in  reference  to  the 
mode  of  disposal  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  Virginia  military  district, 
in  Ohio,  is  renewed. 

During  the  year  ending  September  30, 1857,  seventeen  patents  have 
been  issued  for  lands  in  that  district,  embracing  2,144  acres,  and 
twenty-eight  patents  have  been  issued  on  warrants  for  services  of 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  May  6,  1812,  for 
4,480  acres.  Scrip  for  200  acres,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  May  30, 1830, 
has  been  issued  in  satisfaction  of  United  States  military  warrants, 
issued  under  act  of  September  16,  1776. 

The  time  limited  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1855,  for  the  survey  of 
entries  in  the  Virginia  military  district,  expired  on  the  3d  March, 
1857.  It  is  recommended  that  the  time  be  extended,  to  enable  parties 
to  perfect  their  entries  by  survey  and  obtain  patents.  Also,  that 
authority  of  law  be  given  for  perfecting  certain  Virginia  military 
records,  as  mentioned  in  last  report ;  and  nirther  legislation  is  desired, 
extending  the  act  of  8th  February,  1854,  for  the  issue  and  location  of 
warrants  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  for  United  States  revo- 
lutionary or  continental  services. 

The  time  limited  by  act  of  7th  January,  1853,  for  exchanging 
bounty  lands  for  services  in  the  war  of  1812  where  found  unfit  for  cul- 
tivation, expires  30th  June,  1858.  An  extension  of  time  is  recom- 
mended, and  an  enlargement  of  the  statute  to  embrace  the  Aetr^of  the 
deceased  soldier. 

Under  the  acts  of  1849  and  1850,  granting  the  swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie,  there  have  been  selected 
and  returned  to  this  office  54,174,281.76  acres  ;  of  which  there  have 
been  approved  40,133,564.51  acres,  and  patented  to  the  States 
24,060,396.07  acres. 

The  selections  reported  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857, 
amount  to  2,9^2,408.96  acres.  The  quantity  approved  during  the 
same  period  amounts  to  1,141,090  acres,  and  the  quantity  patented  of 
old  selections,  during  the  same  period,  amounts  to  11,186,147.53  acres. 

The  particulars  are  presented  in  the  following  tables : 
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Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1857,  the  adjustment 
of  the  swamp  grant  was  greatly  retarded  by  applications  filed  on  the 

{>art  of  individuals,  to  contest  the  right  of  the  States  to  the  lands  se- 
ected.  That  act,  by  confirming  the  selections  with  exceptions,  put 
an  end  to  the  individual  contests,  and  the  adjustment  is  now  rapidly 
progressing.  The  character  and  extent  of  the  contest  then  pending 
appear  in  the  last  annual  report. 

The  recommendation  of  the  last  report  is  renewed  that  a  limit  be 
fixed  to  the  time  within  which  swamp  selections  must  be  made. 

During,  and  since  the  year  1850,  grants  of  land  have  been  made  to 
ten  States  and. one  Territory,  to  aid  them  in  the  construction  of  fifty 
railroads,  of  an  extent  (part  estimated)  of  8^647  miles ;  amounting 
(part  estimated)  to  24,247,335  acres. 

The  grants  to  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  for 
eight  roads  have  been  adjusted.  The  grantees  have  accepted  the  grants 
of  185B  and  1857,  except  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Louisiana.  The 
legislature  of  Alabama  has  not  been  in  session  since  the  date  of  her 
grant.  The  State  of  Louisiana  has  accepted  the  grant  made  to  her 
in  part ;  the  residue  is  rejected.  The  attention  of  this  office  has  been 
given  to  the  adjustment  of  these  grants  so  far  as  the  prerequisites  have 
been  furnished  by  the  authorities  of  the  grantees. 

The  adjustment  of  these  railroad  grants  involves  an  amount  of 
official  labor  at  least  equal  to  the  sale  of  that  quantity  of  land,  the 
surface  to  be  operated  on  being  a  strip  of  30  miles  broad,  along  the 
route  of  each  road,  within  which  previous  sales,  locations  and  pre- 
emptions have  to  be  carefully  examined  and  adjudicated  under  new 
rules  peculiar  to  these  grants,  with  a  view  to  equal  justice  to  the 
grantees,  the  settlers  and  purchasers. 

The  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  branch  of  business  is  as  follows  : 
The  lands  falling  within  the  probable  limits  of  the  railroad  grant  are 
upon  application  withdrawn  from  sale  or  location.  The  act  of  Con- 
gress is  communicated  to  the  governor  of  the  State  ;  plats  of  the  road 
are  called  for,  and  the  general  practice  has  been  fbr  the  State  to  accept 
the  grant,  and  transfer  the  same  to  incorporated  railroad  companies  ; 
then  the  maps  of  the  road,  duly  certified  by  the  governor  under  seal 
and  by  the  company,  are  returned  to  this  office,  generally  on  a  scale  of 
an  inch  to  a  mile,  indicating  the  connexions  with  the  sectional  lines 
of  the  surveys ;  showing  also  the  exact  dates  of  the  survey,  and 
staking  off  the  road  on  the  ground,  because,  from  these  dates,  which 
must  be  established  by  the  affidavit  of  the  engineer  of  the  road,  the 
title  to  the  State  has  legal  inception,  according  to  the  late  Attorney 
General's  opinion. 

^  If  there  is  a  material  deflection  in  the  route  of  the  road,  an  explana- 
tion is  required,  and  unless  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  the  line  taken 
is  the  most  direct  practicable  route  between  the  termini  it  is  rejected. 
If  the  route  does  not  deflect  too  much  between  the  termini,  the  map 
is  accepted  as  the  basis  of  adjustment.  The  line  of  the  road  is  then 
laid  down  upon  our  official  township  plats,  with  the  six  and  fifteen 
mile  limits  of  the  grant.  Then  proper  diagrams  are  prepared  for 
office  use  in  the  adjudication  of  pre-emptions,  sales,  bounty  land  loca- 
tions and  swamp  selections. 
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These  diversified  interests  falling  within  the  railroad  belt  are  re- 
quired to  be  examined,  their  validity  or  invalidity  tested  in  connexion 
with  the  State  title  under  the  grant.  The  ledgers  or  tract  books, 
where  all  these  interests  are  required  to  appear,  must  be  posted  up  to 
date,  and  then  we  begin  the  preparation  of  the  lists  descriptive  of  the 
lands  which  enure  to,  and  are  to  be  certified  to  the  State  ;  the  indem- 
nity selections  being,  under  the  decision  of  this  offic^,  limited  to  the 
State  to  which  the  railroad  grant  is  made.  When  the  granted  lands 
for  railroad  purposes  are  ascertained  and  reported,  then  the  residue 
remaining  to  the  government  are  to  be  brought  into  market,  and  this 
it  is  the  purpose  of  the  department  to  efiect  with  all  practicable  speed. 

The  particulars  touching  these  grants  are  more  fully  presented  in 
the  following  table : 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  grants  of  lands  for  railroads  by 
Congress  from  the  year  1850,  showing  the  States  to  which  the  grants 
were  made,  dates  of  laws,  miles  of  road,  quantity  granted,  if  vacant 
within  15  miles,  and  quantity  enuring  under  each  grant.  The  quan- 
tities of  those  made  by  acts  of  1856  and  1857,  not  yet  adjusted,  being 
estimated. 


States  and  Ter- 
ritory. 


Illinois 

Missouri •! 

Arkansas 

Michigan 

WiscoBsin 

Iowa 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 


Florida 

Alabama 

Minnesota  Ter. 


Total.  . 


Dates  of  laws. 


^li 


September  20,  1860 

June       10, 1852,  and 
February  9,  1853. 

February  9,  1863 

June  3,  1866 

June  3,  1856 

May  16,  1866 

June  3,  and  August  11,  1856 

August  11,  1856 

May  17,  June  3,  and  August 

11,  1856. 
May  17,  1856 

March  3,  1857 

March  3,  1857 


2 

3 

3 
7 
2 
4 
3 

10 


g 


3 


676 
566 

549 
1,075 

660 
1,125 

455 

330 
1,264 


4  I         630 

2    i        ^^ 

^  I]      192 

6  I     1,150 


Area  of  grant. 


60 


8,647 


Acres. 
2, 695, 053 

2,162,441 

2,107,939 
4,128,000 
2,150,400 
4.  »20, 000 
1,747,200 
1,267,200 
4,853,760 

2,419,200 

t 1,025, 280 

4,416,000 


c  9   . 


I 


5'^  ^ 


Acres. 
2,695,063 

1,815,436 

1,465,297 
3, 096, 000 
1,622,800 
3,456,000 
1,102,560 
950, 400 
1,213,390 

1,814,400 

700,000 

4,416,000 


33,192,473     24,247,336 


NoTi.->£ight  roads  adjusted  in  UUnoi^,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas ;  Torty-two  to  be  adjusted. 
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The  acts  of  8th  August,  1846,  2d  March,  1849,  3d 

August,  1854^  and  joint  resolution  of  3d  March, 

1866,  granted  lands  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for 

the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers, 

under  which  the  State  hecame  entitled  to 684,269.00  acres. 

Of  which  there  have  been  actually  certified  and 

approved 689,387.84 


(C 


Leaving  a  balance  to  be  adjusted  of 94,881.16     " 

On  account  of  this  balance  there 

have  been  selected,  1st 60,832.00  acres, 

which  are  rejected  as  being  upon 

unofiered  lands  and  within  the 

limits  of  the  original  reserve  for 

this  grant. 
2d.  Selections  on  our  files,  made  at 

Menasba  in  May  and  December, 

1866,  of 14,299.60    '* 

75,131.60     " 


Leaving  a  balance  of. 19,749.56     ** 

to  be  approved,  exclusive  of  the  illegal  60^832  acre  selection  men- 
tioned under  the  first  head. 

A  proposition  was  made  in  September  last,  in  behalf  of  the  State, 
to  select  other  lands  in  lieu  of  the  aforesaid  60,832  acre  selection. 
The  proposal  was  favorably  considered,  and  the  purpose  entertained 
to  recommend  the  introduction  into  market  by  President's  proclama- 
tion of  the  rejected  selections. 

On  the  16th  October  the  party  appearing  for  the  State  filed  a  com- 
munication withdrawing  his  previous  proposal,  on  the  ground  of  want 
of  authority,  and  asking  a  suspension  of  action. 

It  is  now  recommended  that  the  rejected  selections  be  held  in  sus- 
pense until  after  the  close  of  the  next  session,  to  afford  time  to  Con- 
Sess  to  legislate  in  the  premises,  with  the  understanding  that  if  no 
rther  act  of  legislation  is  had  before  the  expiration  of  that  time,  the 
rejected  selections  be  introduced  into  market. 

DES  MOINES  mVER  GRANT,   IN  IOWA. 

Under  act  of  Congress  approved  8th  August,  1846^  the  account 
under  this  law  stands  as  follows : 

Quantity  approved  by  the  State  as  per  exhibit  in 

last  annual  report 725,283.92  acres. 

To  this  add  list  approved  10th  March,  1852 143,908.37      " 


Making  total  approved  for  the  grant  of. 869,192.29 


(( 


The  question  as  to  the  extent  of  this  grant  under  the  decision  of 
your  predecessor  has  been  fully  considered  in  Attorney  General's 
opinion  of  29th  May,  1856,  (Opinions,  vol.  7,  p.  69  ;)  and  the  con- 
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elusion  at  which  he  arrived,  as  sanctioned  by  your  immediate  prede- 
cessor, is  to  this  effect : 

That  a  proposition  be  made  to  the  State  of  Iowa  and  its  assigns  to 
acquiesce  in  and  accept  the  decision  of  Secretary  Stuart  as  final,  which 
gives  to  the  State  the  lands  along  the  course  of  the  Des  Moines  up  to 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  provided  the  State  or  its  assigns 
agi-ee  to  acquiesce  in  and  accept  that  decision  as  final. 

The  Attorney  General  further  holds  that,  if  the  State  declines  the 
proposition,  the  Secretary  is  discharged  from  any  obligation  to  act  on 
the  decision  of  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Stuart,  and  must  fall  back  on 
the  first  decision  of  the  government,  and  refuse  to  approve  any  more 
selections  above  Raccoon  Fork.  No  final  action  on  the  part  of  the 
State  authorities  in  the  matter  has  yet  been  filed  in  this  office. 

The  lands  above  the  Raccoon  Fork  are  intersected  by  three  of  the 
railroad  grants  under  act  of  16th  May,  1866. 

SUKVEYS. 

Michigan. — The  original  surveys  of  the  islands  in  the  western  part 
of  the  Lower  Peninsula  have  been  made  ;  4,095  miles  of  resurveys 
have  been  reported  during  the  past  year,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  act 
of  March  3,  1857,  the  office  at  Detroit  has  been  transferred  to  St. 
Paul's,  Minnesota,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  archives  relating  to 
the  public  surveys  in  Michigan  have  been  handed  over  to  the  authori* 
ties  of  that  State ;  the  remainder,  not  being  in  a  condition  for  transfer, 
were  removed  to  the  surveyor  general's  office  at  St.  Paul's,  and  are 
now  in  course  of  preparation  for  delivery  to  the  Michigan  authorities. 

Illinois, — The  archives  of  the  surveyor  general's  office  are  now 
ready  for  transfer  to  the  State  authorities.  This,  as  the  governor  has 
been  advised,  will  be  done  as  soon  as  suitable  provision  is  made  by 
the  legislature  of  that  State  for  their  reception,  in  conformity  with 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  22,  1853. 

Miaaouri. — The  field  work  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  the  over- 
flowed lands  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  State,  pursuant  to  an 
arrangement  by  which  the  United  States  are  to  pay  for  the  survey  of 
such  portion  of  these  lands  as  may  be  arable  and  fit  for  agricultural 
purposes,  and  the  counties  representing  the  swamp  grant  to  the  State 
are  to  pay  for  the  survey  of  such  of  the  lands  as  may  fall  within  the 
swamp  grant.  Under  this  arrangement  46,000  acres  have  been  re- 
turned during  the  past  year,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  swamp  land, 
and  the  expense  of  the  survey  of  the  same  has  been  paid  by  the  coun- 
ties in  which  the  lands  are  situated. 

The  surveying  operations  in  this  State  are  so  nearly  completed  that 
it  is  anticipated  the  archives  will  be  in  readiness  for  transfer,  and  the 
office  of  the  surveyor  general  closed,  by  the  end  of  the  year  1869. 

Wisconsin. — Surveys  have  progressed  with  great  rapidity.  368 
miles  of  township  lines,  and  4,239  miles  of  subdivisions  and  meanders, 
have  been  reported^  embracing  the  difficult  surveys  of  the  Apostle 
islands,  in  Lake  Superior,  the  correction  of  the  4th  correction  parallel*^ 
east  of  the  4th  parallel  meridian,  to  the  Michigan  glat&\m^)\\i\y&^^<^T^- 
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iDg  the  basis  for  all  the  surveys  north  of  it.     All  surveys  south  of  the 
3d  correction  parallel,  except  two  townships,  have  been  completed. 

Iowa, — Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  surveying  season,  and  depre- 
dations on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  but  little  has  been  done  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  State ;  but  918  miles  of  subdivisions  and 
meanders  have  been  reported. 

Minnesota. — The  new  surveying  district  of  Minnesota. 

Field  operations  for  the  establishment  of  the  principal  lines  and  sub- 
divisions of  the  public  surveys  have  been  commenced  in  the  northeast 
district,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  in  the  country  south  of  the  northwest 
district,  nortU  of  Iowa,  to  the  extent  of  4,014  miles;  but  owing  to 
the  limited  time  within  which  operations  have  been  prosecuted,  from 
23d  May  last,  when  the  opening  of  the  office  of  surveyor  general 
took  place,  no  returns  of  surveyors  have  yet  been  received  at  this 
office  from  this  new  surveying  district. 

Wisconsin  and  lotoa. — The  summary  of  field  work  presented  by 
the  surveyor  general  for  the  surveying  district  of  Wisconsin  and 
lowa^  of  which  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  formed  a  part  prior  to  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1857,  has  been  very  satisfactory,  embracing  the  estab- 
lishment of  guide  meridians  and  standard  parallels,  township  and 
subdivision  lines,  to  the  extent  of  7,020  miles.  Such  portion  of  the 
archives  of  this  district  appertaining  to  the  Minnesota  surveys  have 
been  duly  turned  over  to  the  surveyor  general  at  St.  Paul's. 

Arkansas, — The  resurveys  ordered  in  this  State  are  now  nearly 
completed,  and  the  surveyor  general  is  engaged  in  preparing  the  land 
records  with  a  view  to  the  transfer  of  them  to  the  State  authorities 
upon  the  closing  of  this  office,  which  may  take  place  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1859,  should  no  further  resurveys  be  found 
indispensable. 

Louisiana. — The  surveying  operations  of  this  State  are  nearly  com- 
plete ;  the  work  now  consists  principally  of  resurveys,  of  surveys  of 
Srivate  claims,  and  of  lands  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  over- 
owed,  but  now  found  to  be  agricultural. 

Florida. — In  consequence  of  Indian  hostilities  no  surveys  have 
been  carried  on.  Should  the  Indians  be  removed  to  the  west,  the 
suspended  contracts  could  be  completed  by  the  expiration  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1859. 

New  Mexico, — The  surveys  have  been  executed  to  a  very  limited 
extent,  owing  to  the  Indian  hostilities^  and  have  been  confined  chiefly 
to  the  region  known  as  the  ^*  Valles,"  lying  northwest  of  Santa  F6, 
and  west  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

No  surveys  have  been  made  of  ''private  land  claims"  in  New 
Mexico,  none  having  been  yet  confirmed  by  Congress.  The  surveyor 
general  recommends  a  board  of  commissioners  be  appointed  for  the 
adjudication  of  titles,  and  that  the  period  be  limited  for  presentation 
of  claims.  A  summary,  prompt  and  final  adjudication  of  Spanish 
and  Mexican  claims  in  the  Territory  is  of  great  importance,  not  only 
to  settle  titles,  but  to  enable  the  department  to  separate  private 
property  from  the  public  lands,  so  that  the  latter  may  be  disposed  of 
without  danger  of  conflict. 

Only  forty-eight  ^'donatim**  claims,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
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act  of  22d  July,  1854,  have  been  filed  in  the  surveyor  general's 
office  since  his  last  annual  report,  eleven  of  which  are  recommended 
for  recognition,  the  period  of  four  years  settlement  having  expired. 

Twenty-six  ^^ private  land  daima*'  have  been  filed  since  his  last  an- 
nual report,  making  fifty-seven  since  the  opening  of  his  office  at 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  of  which  sixteen  are  recommended  by  the 
surveyor  general. 

The  extensive  discoveries  of  the  precious  metals  in  New  Mexico 
suggests  the  propriety,  in  legislating  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  in  that  Territory,  of  excluding  what  may  be  found  to  be  strictly 
mineral  lands  from  general  sales  or  locations. 

Kansas, — The  surveys  have  been  prosecuted  with  energy,  returns 
having  been  made  to  the  extent  of  17,000  miles. 

Nebraska, — Owing  to  the  late  period  at  which  the  6th  parallel 
meridian  was  established,  the  extent  of  the  surveys  are  not  so  great 
as  was  expected,  yet  7,000  miles  of  field  work  have  been  returned, 
and  the  work  is  now  being  rapidly  prosecuted,  and  it  is  expected  the 
surveys  east  of  the  6th  parallel  meridian  will  be  closed  by  the  30th 
June,  1859. 

Utah, — The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  had  rapidly  progressed  be- 
fore the  surveyor  general  had  abandoned  his  position,  owing*  to  re- 
ported hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  Mormon  authorities  at  Salt  Lake 
City. 

This  happened  early  last  spring,  since  which  time  we  are  advised 
of  the  forcible  disbanding  of  the  clerks  in  the  surveyor  general's 
office,  but  are  uninformed  as  to  the  safety  of  the  archives  of  that 
office. 

Representations  have  been  made  unfavorable  to  the  surveys  which 
have  been  executed  in  that  Territory,  but  we  have  no  means  of  judg- 
ing of  the  correctness  of  these  statements  without  actual  examination 
on  the  ground. 

The  extent  of  the  surveys  since  the  beginning  of  the  operations  in 
Utah  exhibits  a  sphere  of  field  work  embracing  2,000,000  acres,  and 
the  work  executed  at  a  cost  of  $90,000. 

California, — The  surveying  operations  have  been  pushed  forward 
during  the  last  year  to  a  degree  beyond  the  anticipation  of  this  office. 
The  liabilities  incurred  by  the  late  surveyor  general  on  that  score 
having  reached  an  indebtedness  of  upwards  of  |220,000,  to  UnitedStates 
deputy  surveyors,  over  and  above  the  appropriations.  These  accounts 
for  surveys  under  contracts  with  the  surveyor  general  have  been 
certified  by  the  latter,  and  could  not  be  paid  for  the  want  of  funds 
applicable  to  that  service.  With  a  view  to  provide  as  early  means  as 
possible  to  liquidate  that  indebtedness,  I  have,  by  your  direction, 
ascertained  the  amount^  and  submitted  a  deficiency  estimate,  so  that 
speedy  appropriation  may  be  obtained. 

The  summary  of  the  field  operations  in  California,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  service  in  1851  to  the  present  time,  consists  of 
82,000  miles  of  lineal  surveys,  embracing  an  area  of  upwards  of 
20,000,000  acres,  at  the  aggregate  expense  of  more  than  $1,000,000, 
of  which  there  were  surveyed  during  the  last  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
June,  1857,  20,000  miles,  equal  to  9,000,000  acres. 
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Oregon, — The  progress  of  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  and  dona- 
tion claims  have  heen  to  such  an  extent,  that  it  is  expected  the  por- 
tion of  the  Territory  between  the  Cascade  mountains  and  the  Pacific 
ocean  will  be  completed  by  the  operations  of  another  year.  The 
extension,  by  law,  of  the  surveying  system,  tost  of  the  Cascades,  is 
recommended. 

In  Washington  Territory j  owing  to  hostilities  of  the  Indians,  the 
remoteness  of  the  surveying  region,  sparseness  of  settlements,  and 
the  arduous  and  perilous  nature  of  the  service  in  that  district,  but 
limited  progress  in  surveying  has  been  made  during  the  past  year ; 
yet  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  surveyor  general  at  Olympia  have 
required  all  his  attention. 

That  officer  renews  the  recommendation  of  increase  in  mileage  to 
deputy  surveyors,  to  indemnify  them  for  the  obstacles  encountered  in 
the  density  of  timber,  high  wages,  and  cost  of  transportation  of 
supplies. 

These  facts  considered,  and  in  view  of  the  remoteness  of  this  sur- 
veying district  from  commercial  communities,  his  recommendation  is 
concurred  in,  with  the  suggestion  of  increase  also  in  his  compensation. 

Statement  of  the  surveying  operations  of  the  public  lands^  during  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1857. 


Quantities,  the  plats  of  surveys  of  which 
have  been  returned  to  the  General  Land 
Office. 

Hi 

1  ^Is 

States  or  Territories. 

Besurveys. 

Original  surveys. 

aj    *   ft   S 

Miles. 

Chains. 

Links. 

Acres. 

Jill 

Ohio 

Indiana  ................... 

Michigan 

4,095 
132 

12 
61 

79 
57 

236. 87 

240. 16 

1,106,058.08 

334,882.67 

1,753,192.93 

46, 698.  00 

minoiB 

Wisconsin.... ......... 

874,000 

830,000 

1  452  000 

Iowa 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

120 
1,726 
3,029 

41 
67 
45 

69 
96 
89 

100,000 

Arkansas  .......  ^  ^ 

Louisiana  ........ 

17,047.00 

150,000 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

Florida 

70, 225.  00 

9,134,098.00 

278,580.80 

137,083.29 

3,645,690.11 

2,420,062.88 

114,329.73 

1,258,432.04 

1,000,000 
2,500,000 
1,700,000 

600.000 
2,674,000 
3,620,000 

100,000 

CaUfomia 

Oregon  Territory 

Washington  Territory 

Kansas  Territory 

Nebraska  Territory 

New  Mexico  Territory 

Utah  Territory 

9,104 

69 

90 

20,316,864.00 

15,400,000 

Tbis  table  thowi  the  amrefates  fVoin  September  30, 1856,  to  September  90, 1857.    Tbe  statement  on  the  Ant 
jmge  of  this  report  i»  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  3Q,ld&l . 
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At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  following  new  land  districts 
were  created,  viz : 

In  Kansas,  the  ^'  Delaware,"  "  Osage,"  and  "  Western  "  districts. 

In  Nebraska,  the  "Nemaha,"  '^  South  Platte,"  and  **  Dakota  " 
districts. 

In  Wisconsin,  the  '*  Chippewa  "  district. 

There  were  also  the  "  Northeastern  "  and  "  Northwestern  "  dis- 
tricts in  Minnesota  Territory  established  by  act  of  July  8,  1856. 

For  all  these  offices  the  tract  books  have  been  prepared  and  opened 
here,  all  the  necessary  instructions  written  out,  and  the  blank  forms 
of  various  kinds  transmitted  by  mail  and  express  to  the  respective 
offices  for  the  above  districts,  the  registers  and  receivers  for  which 
have  entered  upon  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

OecHogical  reconnoissance  in  Oregon  and  Washington  I'erritories, 

In  March,  1851,  it  was  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
under  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  27th  September,  1850,  pointing  out 
the  manner  of  making  surveys  in  Oregon,  to  connect,  with  the  land 
surveys  in  Oregon,  a  geological  reconnoissance  and  exploration. 
With  this  in  view,  a  transfer  from  a  fund,  for  similar 

service  in  the  northwest,  was  ordered  of. $3,500  00 

and  Dr.  John  Evans  was  directed  on  the  22d  March, 
1851,  to  proceed  overland  to  ascertain  the  general  geol- 
ogy of  the  country  west  of  the  Missouri  river  towards 
the  Bocky  mountains;  to  reconnoitre  for  practicable 
wagon  routes  leading  to  Oregon  over  the  Bocky  moun- 
tains, and,  when  there,  to  aid  the  surveyor  general  in 
obtaining  the  elevations  of  the  country  along  the  prin- 
cipal base  and  meridian  lines,  with  the  latitude  and 
longitude  at  the  intersection  of  those  lines ;  and  to  keep 
his  expenditures  within  the  limits  of  the  means  placed 
by  the  department  under  his  control. 
On  the  3d  of  March,  1853,  Congress  made  two  separate 
appropriations:  one  of  $11,984  25,  for  expenses  in- 
curred in  a  geological  reconnoissance  in  Oregon,  under- 
taken in  1851,  and  another  of  $5,000  for  completing 
that  geological  reconnoissance ;  whereupon,  on  the  19th 
April,  1853,  the  geologist  was  instructed  to  complete 
the  service  under  the  latter  appropriation,  and  make  his 
final  report    thereon,   both    of   which    appropriations 

amounted  to 16,984  25 

And  on  the  3d  of  March,  1855,  Congress  appropriated  for 
this  purpose  the  additional  sum  of. 23,560  00 

Making  an  aggregate  of. 44,044  26 


One  item  of  the  last  appropriation  was  $5,692  25,  on  account  of 
excess  of  his  expenditures  over  and  above  the  $5,000  per  act  of  3d 
March,  1853.     Another  item  was  $13,000  25  for  the  com^\^\»v^\i  ^^ 


96  EEPORT  OP  THE 

the  geological  explorations  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories. 
In  placing  the  latter  item  under  the  control  of  the  geologist  on 
March  20,  1855,  he  was  instructed  to  complete  the  work,  make  final 
report,  and  not  to  exceed  it  in  his  disbursements. 

The  estimate  on  which  the  appropriation  of  $23,560  was  based  in- 
cluded a  third  item  of  $4,867  60,  which  had  been  expended  by  Dr. 
Evans  in  co-operation  with  the  expedition,  under  the  authority  of  the 
War  Department,  for  making  the  extreme  northern  railroad  explora* 
tion  from  the  Missouri  to  Washington  Territory,  thereby  reducing  to 
this  extent  the  amount  which  has  been  appropriated  for  geological 
service  in  Oregon  and  Washington  to  $39,176  75. 

In  the  adjustment  of  Dr.  Evans'  accounts  to  the  4th  of  March  last, 
it  is  found  that  he  has  again  exceeded  the  amount  appropriated  for 
the  completion  of  the  work,  and  incurred  an  additional  liability  of 
$3,574  70,  to  the  liquidation  of  which  there  are  no  means  applicable 
under  existing  laws. 

The  geologist  in  a  communication  of  the  13th  November,  1857, 
states  as  follows  :  *^  That  rich  deposits  of  semi-bituminous  coal  have 
been  discovered  cropping  out  at  various  points  from  the  British  pos- 
sessions to  near  the  boundary  of  California,  and  are  almost  inexhaust- 
ible in  quantity,  and  accessible  to  sail  and  steam  navigation. 

''Ores  of  iron,  lead,  platinum  and  copper  have  been  discovered, 
also  marble  and  other  limestones,  and  valuable  rocks  for  building 
purposes.  The  analyses  of  the  coals,  limestones  and  minerals  is  com- 
plete ;  also  many  of  the  soils." 

One  hundred  and  five  illustrations  and  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  pages  of  manuscript  are  completed,  ready  for  the  engraver  and 
printer.  **  All  the  illustrations  and  analyses  are  in  sufficient  progress 
to  keep  the  engraver  constantly  employed  until  the  completion  of  the 
report."  The  illustrations  and  manuscript  referred  to  he  has  filed 
in  this  office,  but  the  complete  report,  which  antecedent  instructions 
required  at  his  hands,  has  not  yet  been  made. 

He  further  states  that  "  the  report  will  be  about  two-thirds  the  size 
of  Dr.  Owens'  report,  and  will  cost,  if  published  in  the  same  style, 
$26,526,  including  the  cost  of  preparing  all  the  maps  and  other 
illustrations." 

This  sum,  together  with  his  claimed  balance  on  account  of  his  ex- 
penditure over  and  above  the  last  appropriation,  he  states  '^  will  amount 
to  $30,000." 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  this  service,  and  the  appropri- 
ations for  its  completion  at  different  times,  with  the  progress  in  it,  as 
reported  by  the  geologist,  are  respectfully  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress. 

Lands  on  the  Alabama  and  Florida  Line, — Plats  have  been  pre- 
pared of  the  strip  of  lands  in  Alabama,  between  the  Florida  line  and 
Coffee  8  line.  These,  to  be  certified  by  the  commissioner  as  ex  officio 
surveyor  general,  will  be  furnished  to  the  authorities  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  and  similar  plats  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Sparta, 
within  whose  district  the  lands  are  situated,  and  thereafter  a  consid- 
erable body  of  lands  which  has  been  held  in  suspense  on  the 
southern  boundary  of  Alabama  will  be  restored  to  market. 
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In  the  northeastern  or  Columbus  district,  Mississippi,  there  are 
about  32,000  acres  of  lands,  the  title  to  which  has  been  held  in  sus- 
pense for  more  than  twenty  years,  because  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
late  Gordon  D.  Boyd  as  receiver. 

The  mode  of  proceeding  determined  upon  in  this  class  of  cases  is 
to  cancel  the  sales,  and  restore  to  market  about  one-half  of  the  quantity 
above  mentioned,  in  which  no  money  was  paid,  and  as  repurchasers  of 
the  residue  at  marshal's  sale  shall  pay  up  for  the  same  to  issue  the  patents. 

Indian  Reserves — Trust  Lands. — The  necessary  instructions  having 
been  issued,  and  steps  taken  for  the  location  within  the  Half-Breed, 
Dacotah,  or  Sioux  reserve  of  320,819.48  acres  in  Minnesota,  of  the 
scrip  authorized  by  the  act  of  17th  July,  1854,  and  a  sufficient  time, 
in  the  judgment  of  this  office,  having  elapsed  for  satisfying  claims  in 
the  reserve,  a  proclamation  pursuant  to  the  3d  section  of  said  act  was 
issued,  bearing  date  the  16th  September,  1857,  for  public  sales  to  take 
place  in  March  next  of  the  unlocated  tracts  within  the  limits  of  said 
reservation. 

Under  the  preliminary  management  of  the  Indian  office,  the  town- 
ships embraced  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Delaware  trust  lands  in 
Kansas,  certain  town  lots  and  blocks  in  Jacksonville,  Delaware, 
Hardville,  Lattaville,  and  Leavenworth  city,  were  offered  for  sale  in 
November  last,  under  proclamation  by  the  President. 

The  initiative  having  been  taken  also  at  the  same  office  in  regard  to 
the  lands  within  the  reserves  of  the  loways,  the  western  part  of  the 
Delaware,  and  the  Peorias,  Kaskaskias,  Piankeshaws,  and  Weas,  these 
lands  were  offered  under  proclamation  for  sale  in  June  and  July  last. 

The  office  of  Indian  Affairs  having  requested  the  aid  of  the  General 
Land  Office  in  selling  the  Indian  trust  lands,  instructions,  prepared 
with  great  care,  dated  29th  September,  1856,  in  regard  to  the  first 
sale,  were  transmitted  to  the  register  and  receiver  at  Lecompton, 
directing  them  to  co-operate  with  the  special  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  the  Indian  office  in  selling  the  lands  in  question. 

At  the  second  sale,  the  land  officers  at  Doniphan  and  Lecqjmpton 
were,  on  the  10th  May,  particularly  instructed  as  to  the  mannl»  in 
which  the  sales  were  to  be  conducted,  jointly  by  themselves  and  the 
special  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  office,  and  those  sales 
were  held  and  duly  closed  accordingly. 

Only  a  portion  of  the  returns  of  these  sales  have  yet  reached  this 
office  from  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs;  such  portions  have  been 
preliminarily  examined  so  far  as  to  enable  us  to  make  an  adjustment 
of  the  accounts  of  sales  of  the  Peorias,  Weas,  &c.,  and  theeastern 
part  of  the  Delawares,  which  adjustments  were  effected  on  the  2d  and 
7th  October,  1857,  and  reported  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  treasury. 

Graduation. — Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1857, 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  entries  for  settlement  and 
cultivation,  &c.,  under  the  graduation  act  of  August  4,  1854,  have 
been  confirmed,  a  large  portion  of  them  have  already  been  patented, 
thus  relieving  this  office  of  a  vast  amount  of  labor,  which,  without 
legislative  intervention,  would  have  been  required  in  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  these  cases. 

The  act  of  3d  March,  1857,  however,  is  retroactive,  and  he*  \ia  ^\j- 
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plication  to  any  entries  subsequent  to  its  passage.  Therefore,  In 
regard  to  all  such  subsequent  entries,  the  registers  and  receivers  have 
been  instructed  to  notify  purchasers,  at  the  time  of  making  them,  that 
the  proof  of  actual  settlement  and  cultivation  would  be  required  within 
one  year  from  the  date  of  entry  to  entitle  them  to  patent.  Under  this 
rule,  all  entries  subsequent  to  act  March  3, 1857,  will  be  held  up  for  one 
year  from  their  date,  unless  proof  of  settlement  and  cultivation  should 
be  sooner  produced. 

In  default  of  such  proof  there  is  no  authority  to  carry  them  into 
patent  unless  Congress  shall  otherwise  order  by  further  legislation. 

I  deem  it  proper  again  to  suggest  the  necessity  of  further  legislative 
action  to  give  the  proper  construction  to  the  act  of  20th  April,  1818, 
as  r^ommended  in  the  last  annual  report,  so  as  to  restrict  the  com- 
pensation commission  of  registers  and  receivers  to  a  quarterly  prorata 
allowance  of  the  maximum  of  $2,600  per  annum,  their  compensation 
both  for  salary  and  commission  to  commence  and  be  calculated  from 
the  time  they  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  By  the  rule 
adopted  for  the  computation  of  commissions  under  the  construction 
given  to  the  said  act  by  the  Supreme  Court,  it  sometimes  happens,  as 
was  the  case  at  the  Plattsburg  office,  Missouri,  that  the  same  register 
or  receiver,  under  different  commissions,  or  different  incumbents  of 
same  office,  have  received  commissions  amounting,  in  the  aggregate, 
to  the  sum  of  |1 0,000  in  a  calendar  year,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  office,  could  never  have  been  contemplated  by  Congress. 

The  fees  allowed  to  the  register  and  receiver  for  locating  military 
land  warrants,  under  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  22d  March,  1852, 
are  required,  under  the  existing  rule  of  this  office,  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  who  is  held  accountable  for 
the  same,  as  in  the  case  of  moneys  received  for  ordinary  sales  of  land, 
and  the  commision  on  warrant  locations  is  restricted  by  law  according 
to  the  ruling  of  the  department  to  an  amount  which,  added  to  the 
commissions  on  lands  sold,  will  not  exceed,  in  the  aggregate,  the  max- 
imum of  $2,500  for  any  one  official  year. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office  it  was  stated  that  a  most 
liberal  policy  had  been  adopted,  and  ought  to  be  continued,  in  the 
disposal  of  the  public  domain,  towards  those  making  settlements  there- 
on ;  that  ^^  except  so  far  as  Congress  may  make  grants  to  the  land 
States  and  Territories  in  aid  of  educational  and  internal  improvement 
purposes,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  true  policy  of  the  government  to 
secure  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers  thereon,  and  withhold  them, 
as  far  as  practicable,  from  speculators." 

The  wisdom  of  the  pre-emntion  policy  is  no  longer  the  subject  of 
controversy.  It  is  establishea  by  the  history  of  every  neighborhood 
and  settlement  throughout  the  west.  This  is  said  in  full  view  of  the 
fact  that  many  fraudulent  pre-emption  claims  are  established  by  eva- 
sion and  perjury  ;  and  that  such  will  be  the  case,  even  under  the  most 
diligent  administration  of  this  and  the  local  offices,  especially  during 
periods  such  as  that  through  which  we  have  recently  passed,  when 
the  spirit  of  speculation  has  possession  of  the  public  mind.  But  this 
class  of  cases,  when  compared  with  the  great  body  of  honest  claims 
made  by  men  living  upon  the  lands«  is  too  inconsiderable  to  weigh 
against  our  policy.     The  title  to  the  landa  %ho\ild  pass  immediately 
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from  the  government  to  the  men  who  are  to  cultivate  the  soil.  So  far 
as  it  may  he  avoided^  the  speculator  should  not  be  allowed  to  inter- 
vene. 

With  a  view  to  a  complete  and  practical  policy,  an  amendment  of 
the  pre-emption  laws  was  recommended  to  the  last  Congress  to  the 
effect  that  a  time  should  be  fixed  within  which  the  settler  upon 
unoffered  land  should  complete  his  entry  by  the  requisite  proof  aud 
payment.  The  proposed  amendment  was  not  adopted,  and  the 
pre-emptor  of  unoffered  land  may  make  payment  at  his  own  pleasure, 

})rovided  it  be  done  **  before  the  time  &xed  for  the  public  sale  of  the 
and."  To  compel  payment  and  the  consummation  of  the  eftry,  it 
is  necessary  to  proclaim  the  land  for  public  sale.  Numerous  and  ex- 
tensive settlements  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Minnesota,  and  in  poltions 
of  Iowa,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  formed  during  and  prior  to  1856, 
have  so  far  matured,  and  the  lands  have  been  so  long  occupied,  as  to 
justify  the  government  in  expecting  and  requiring  payment. 

It  is  recommended  that  pre-emptors  upon  unoffered  surveyed  lands 
shall  have  one  year  from  the  date  of  settlement,  and  those  upon 
unsurveyed  lands  shall  have  one  year  after  the  return  of  the  township 
plats  to  the  local  office,  within  which  to  pay  for  the  same,  and  that 
the  right  of  pre-emption  upon  i^TWwrvcyea  lands  be  made  general,  so 
that  the  law  in  this  respect  may  be  uniform — the  privilege  being 
limited,  under  existing  laws,  to  California,  Oregon,  Washington, 
Minnesota,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and  New  Mexico. 

The  12th  section  of  the  act  of  22d  July,  1854,  relating  to 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  requires  notice  of  the  tract  claimed  by 
pre-emptors  to  be  filed  within  three  months  **  after  the  survey  has 
been  made  in  the  field."  It  is  recommended  that  this  provision  be 
so  modified  as  to  give  the  three  months  after  the  survey  has  been 
made  and  returned,  thus  assimilating  it  to  the  other  statutes  on  the 
same  subject.  Where  two  or  more  persons  may  have  settled  upon 
and  improved  the  same  tract,  before  the  survey,  the  entry  should  be 
made  by  them  jointly,  and  the  maximum  quantity  of  160  acres  to 
each  allowed  on  adjacent  legal  subdivisions  of  unoccupied  lands. 
Legislation  to  this  effect  is  recommended. 

The  recommendation  of  the  last  annual  report  is  renewed,  that  the 
act  of  3d  March,  1853,  be  so  amended  as  to  render  United  States 
reserved  sections  along  the  lines  of  railroads  liable  to  pre-emption, 
as  well  when  the  settlement  may  have  been  made  after  as  before  the 
final  allotment — ^that  is,  at  any  time  before  the  public  sale. 

The  general  law  of  3d  March,  1855,  aud  the  special  act  of 
3d  March,  1857,  granting  pre-emptions  to  contractors  carrying  the 
mails  through  the  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi,  have  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  department ;  and  to  facilitate  operations  under 
these  laws,  a  circular  letter  of  instructions  has  been  prepared,  in 
which,  as  regards  the  general  statute,  it  is  held  that,  to  constitute  a 
right  of  pre-emption,  the  mail  route  on  which  the  claim  is  based  must 
form  a  part  of  a  system  stretching  laterally  across  the  territory,  being 
a  link  in,  or  part  of,  a  connected  route  from  the  line  of  the  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific,  and  that  no  benefit  or  privilege 
is  conferred  by  the  said  act  on  routes  stretching  \e\i^\.\vV^&^  vcl  ^ 
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northerly  V  or  southerly  direction  in   the  territory,  and  forming  no 
part  of  such  connected  route. 

Private  Land  Claims, — The  class  of  titles  known  as  **  private  land 
claims/'  which  had  their  origin  under  the  governments  that  pre- 
ceded us  in  sovereignty  over  the  different  sections  of  country  now 
constituting  our  territory,  are  constantly  coming  before  this  office 
tor  examination  in  all  their  diversity  of  forms,  and  those  finally 
confirmed  and  properly  surveyed  are  carried  into  patent.  Under 
this  head  individual  Indian  reserves  also  are  referred  and  are  passed 
into  patent,  after  a  critical  examination  of  the  whole  basis  of  title 
as  resting  on  treaties  and  statutory  provisions. 

A  class  of  claims  at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan^  of  which 
official  cognizance  had  been  taken  under  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  September  26,  1850,  have  been  thoroughly  examin^  at 
this  office.  Eighty-four  of  these  have  been  finally  confirmed.  For 
thirty-two  of  these  the  payments  required  by  law  have  been  made  and 
patent  certificates  have  been  returned  to  this  from  the  local  office. 

Returns  of  the  surveys,  with  the  necessary  transcripts,  showing  the 
final  confirmation  and  survey  of  ranches  and  other  claims  in  Cali- 
fornia are  coming  in,  and  are  subject  to  critical  examination^  and 
carried  into  patent  where  found  complete  in  all  the  proceedings. 
Eight  of  these  titles  have  been  carried  into  patent,  including  an  ag- 
gregate area  of  over  190,600  acres,  and  covering  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  pages  of  record. 

In  connexion  with  the  geological  reconnoissance  which  has  been 
made  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing,  and 
the  discovery  of  extensive  coal  fields  in  those  Territories,  the  attention 
of  this  office  has  been  drawn  to  the  immense  growth  and  great  value 
of  the  timber  for  naval  purposes  in  the  Pacific  slope. 

It  is  reported  that  the  red  fir  for  masts,  roots  of  the  white  oak, 
cedar,  and  various  kinds  of  fir  are  suitable  for  ship  knees.  On 
Hood's  canal,  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Gamble,  and  at  Steilacoom, 
white  pine  is  found  in  great  abundance,  and  of  excellent  quality. 

The  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  timber  from  Washington 
Territory  are  great,  the  harbors  on  Puget's  Sound  being  reported 
deep  and  quite  accessible,  admitting  ships  of  the  largest  draught. 

As  an  incidental  matter  connected  with  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands,  this  office,  in  the  elder  land  States,  has  instituted  a  system 
susceptible  of  extension  to  any  part  of  the  public  domain,  operating 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  local  land  offices  for  the  protection 
of  public  timber. 

This  system,  both  simple  and  economical,  has  been  found  efficient 
in  suppressing,  to  a  great  extent,  the  mischief  of  waste,  and  has  oper- 
ated in  a  most  salutary  manner  in  constraining  trespassers  to  purchase 
lands  which  otherwise  would  have  remained  unsold.  The  evil  will 
be,  to  a  great  extent,  obviated  by  an  early  introduction  into  market 
of  the  pineries  which  have  attracted  the  attention  and  stimulated  the 
cupidity  of  depredators. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  HENDRICKS,  CamnMsioner. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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Abstract  of  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Gbnkral  Land  Office, 

November  30,  1857. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  February, 
1855,  the  following  is  submitted  as  an  **  abstract  or  compendium"  of 
the  annual  report  from  this  office  bearing  even  date  herewith. 

This  report  treats  of  the  following  subjects,  and  is  accompanied  by 
the  usual  statistical  tables  of  the  land  surveyed,  exposed  to  market,  sold, 
granted,  and  otherwise  disposed  of,  to  wit: 

1.  The  quantity  of  lands  ready  for  market  and  advertised;  surveys 
returned ;  aggregate  annual  statement  of  sales  and  lands  disposed  of. 

2.  Bounty  land  warrants,  acts  of  1847,  1850,  1852,  and  1855  ; 
annual  statements,  with  views  respecting  Virginia  military  claims. 

3.  Swamp  land  grant ;  statements,  and  a  renewal  of  recommendation 
of  further  legislation. 

4.  Statement  in  relation  to  railroad  grants. 

5.  Grants  in  Wisconsin;  Fox  and  Wisconsin  river  grant;  Des 
Moines  river  grant  in  Iowa. 

6.  Synoptical  views  of  the  operations  of  the  surveyors  general. 

7.  New  land  districts  created  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota. 

8.  Geological  reconnoissance  in  Oregon  and  Washington. 

9.  Lands  on  the  Alabama  and  Florida  line. 

10.  Lands  in  the  northeastern  or  Columbus  district,  Mississippi. 

11.  Indian  reserves ;  trust  lands. 

12.  Reference  to  graduation  act,  and  the  number  of  entries  confirmed 
under  the  same. 

13.  Legislation  recommended  touching  the  measure  of  compensation 
of  land  officers. 

14.  Reference  to  operation  of  pre-emption  laws ;  further  legislation 
recommended. 

15.  Private  land  claims,  and  means  adopted  to  protect  the  timber 
growing  upon  the  public  lands. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  HENDRICKS,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


SCHEDULE  OF  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 

A. — Statement  of  public  land  sold,  &c.,  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1857. 
B. — Similar  statement  for  second  half  of  said  fiscal  year. 
C. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  office  of  Commissioner  of  General 

Land  Office. 
D. — Estimate  of  contingent  appropriations  for  same. 
E. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  surveying  department. 
F. — Estimate  of  appropriations  for  surveying  public  lands, 
G. — Estimate  of  same  for  supplying  deficiencies. 
H. — ^Reports  of  surveyors  general  and  accompanying  doCi\3iTDLe\i\&* 
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A.^StatemerU  of  public  land  scldj  of  caah^  dkc.j  received  therefor^  q^ 
thereof  y  ui  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  commencing 


Quantity  sold  in   first 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  $1  95.  and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 

Ouaatity  sold  in  the  first  half  of  the  Itocal  yev  at 
graduated  prtcw. 

Acfes. 

Amount. 

At  $1  per 
acre. 

At75cts. 
peracra. 

AtSOcti. 
per  acre. 

At  35  cts. 
per  aero. 

AtlSlett. 
peraora. 

OBIO. 

ChUlioothe 

511.95 

#1,368  4S 

Jiern, 

..««. 

Jiere$, 

•Acres. 

Jam. 
40.50 

IXOIAIIA. 

80.96 
9,338.75 

• 

100  33 
9,930  92 

3,181.88 
13996.451 

Indianapolis 

1,047  13 

160  00 

7V>tal 

9,417.01 

3,03195 

1,047  13 

160  OQ 

4,416.33 

ILUNOIt. 

Ibrinffleld 

93,479.34 

938,786  Ot 

1,831.01 

9,090.78 

1,909.04 

9,159.43 

9,438.07 

mssooBi. 
8t  Louis 

5,618.09 
1,886  43 
13,767.59 
9,689.03 
39,574.19 
96,375.57 
35,154.99 
68,857.36 

11,048  99 
9,388  07 
39, 175  33 
15,969  69 
49,990  84 
44,899  86 
60,055  99 
100,736  45 

9,333.74 
448.91 
4,030.73 
4,155  80 
71,334.59 
30,909.55 
11,570.75 
15,909.89 

9,515.09 

'*"749!38 

97,009.77 

190.00 

6,551.75 

3,409.31 

474.01 

18,054.97 
39,889.07 

3,183.80 

29,000.00 
15,810.09^ 
4;  040.46^ 
63,674.48]' 
6,191.4S 
6,998.^ 

Fayette 

Palmyra 

Jackson  

80.00 
750.85 
93,589.74 
29,488.33 
40,597.83 
11,195  30 

Warsaw 

Springfield 

Plattsburs 

80.00 

Milan 

i 

Total 

193,993.09 

315,787  3e 

98,570.96 

139,986.19 

40,815.31 

57,980.ao|ll8,67B.14 

ALABAMA. 

8t.  Bttfohens ...••*. 

469.90 

1,645.66 

981.90 

79.48 

1,089.43 

909.85 

630.31 

489.31 

636  50 
9,057  08 

351  49 

99  35 

1,353  05 

953  57 

787  89 
1,990  09 

1,987.47 
84,858.06 

"ij'iis.w 

16,688.84 
6,915.41 
34,^9.87 
36,509.91 
30,301.61 
3,010.30 

Greenville .... ....  ••■■••.... 

934.86 

Huntsville 

Tuscaloosa 

Eltw 

479.52 
199.91 

:fil.95 

900.17 

69,888.34 

Demopolis 

Montgomery 

14,596.45 
19,898.52 

Centre 

400.29 

1,999.66 

Total 

4,873.44 

6,759  02 

1,079.65 

9,486.47 

130,841.67 

65,349  06  ift?  <^i  <mI 

' 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Washington 

996.99 
9,660.69 
1,013.01 

734.94 
4,166.61 

1,158  74 
5,509  \M 
1,266  39 
917  80 
5,507  81 

18,Q55.<« 
1,793.94 
11,333.79 

Angus  ta , , 

1,911.17 

857.13 

717.81 
784.90 

Jackson  

Grenada 

653.81 
3,586.38 

3,322.36 

6,969.87 

Columbus 

644.12 

599.30 

'i,'900*.i4 

Total 

9,501.54 

14,359  V6 

6,151.36 

10,999.17 

1,501.25 

9,094.31 

93,089.50 

LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans 

160  50 

900.42 

19,648.25 

280.13 

1,945.40 

900  6:^ 
1,195  53 
15,810  30 

350  16 
9,431  74 

Opelousas 

Monroe    ,,, 

396.02 
190.09 

'■5,*977.'58 

384.86 
1,675.69 

901.44 
5,648.48 

894.54 
3,503.31 

Greensburg 

Natchitoches 

159.90 

7,163.68 

4,191.51 

Total... 

15,934.70 

19,918  36 

675.31 

13,141.96 

9,060.48 

9,971.43 

4,487.75 
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incidentai  eocpensea  thereon^  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury  on  account 
July  1,  1856,  and  ending  June  30,  1867. 


Qnantity  told  at  gradu- 
ated price*,  and  am 'nt 
raeeived  for  the  same. 



Anregate  quantity  told  at 
all  pricea,  and  amount  re- 

Amount  received  in  mil- 
itary bounty  land  scrip 

1 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Acres.            Amount. 

MU.  bounty 

land  icrip. 

Cash. 

|lii 

40  fiC 

*A  m 

MU75 

t3f373« 

11,373^9 

tflsi  m 

9U4eaM 

■                   *-  " 

3,189.88 
9,433.58 

398  75 
1,018  68 

3,970.14                 499  (Is 

■ 

499  Oc^ 
3,949  60 

741  81 
1,119  61 

79  66 

4,770.33 

3,949  60 

9,337  53 

5,693.46 

1,417  43 

8,040.47 

4,448  68 

4,448  68 

1,86149 

9,409  61 



16.648  33l 

K.?u  Rn 

110,190.97 

m^mm 

044,030  et 

3,099  41 

la^mm 

44,903.80 
49,153.31 
8,909.57 
99,365.96 
04,349  53 
59,949.53 
61,879.10 
95,590.70 

10,971  66 
10,535  46 
3,984  03 
96,980  67 
78,796  88 
48,946  60 
51,714  38 
99,854  39 

50,529.49 
51,039.74 
99,677.16 
109,054.30 
136,993.79 
86,395.10 
97,033.33 
96,378.06 

1 

91,390  58 
19,993  53 
43,159  36 
41,543  36 
191,017  73 
93,776  46 
111,769  60 
193,590  77 

91,390  58 
19,993  53 
43,159  36 
41,543  36 
190,489  03 
93,776  4« 
104,340  97 
193,590  77 

3,393  16 
1,844  15 
1,804  75 
3,536  71 
1,799  15 
5,557  74 
1,858  83 
9,406  00 

91,815  00 
10,800  00 
46,944  35 
35,650  00 

117,390  13 
84,606  00 
99,104  16 

116,889  37 

.•.••*  •••••• 

*****$535*7i 

7,499  33 

456,030.81 

953,314  01 

649,953.83 

569,10139 

7,965  04 

561,136  36 

99,053  49 

533,199  01 

17,976  31 

9,799  84 
44,098  56 

3,040  36 

3,319  86 

90,397  09 

576  90 

7,998  9S 
11,796  73 

18,445.51 
96,168.81 
94,604.07 
96,589.39 
95,303.99 
3,413.08 
15,996.76 
99,710.71 

3,306  34 
46,155  64 

3,391  85 

3,419  91 

91,680  14 

899  77 

8,086  11 
13,016  89 

46,155  64 
3,391  85 
3,419  91 

91,680  14 

899  77 

8,086  11 

13,016  89 

6,445  30 
3,038  94 
1,315  84 
4,514  31 
4,960  13 
555  46 
1,007  48 
1,306  09 

4,195  00 

94,593.15 
94,399  87 

55,636  61 
1,981  00 
4,134  30 

13,937  86 
631  30 

96,509.91 
94,291.49 
3,910.93 
14,596.45 

8,575  43 
9,893  69 

99,998.40 

397,581.81 

93,179  86 

309,455.95 

99,938  88 

99,938  88 

99,449  78 

98,905  11 

18,055.49 
5,979.35 

19,117.99 
3,976.17 

13,699.75 

9,956  95 
9,743  33 
1,619  77 
3,145  58 
9,591  39 

18,983.41 
7,940.04 

13,131.00 
4,710.41 

17,859.36 

3,415  OH 
8,959  59 

9,879  16 
4,063  38 
15,099  90 

3,415  69 
8,992  56 
9,879  16 
4,063  38 
15,099  90 

1,116  68 

3,687  11 

917  58 

703  41 

1,467  09 

9,093  07 
7,793  57 

1,969  76 

9,116  00 
19,961  53 

53,191.68 

19,980  09 

69.693.99 

XLftaa  &.^ 

33,639  95 

7,89187 

96,996  93 

160  50                9llfl  ri:i 

900  63 

1,876  15 

93,119  66 

350  16 

8,994  08 

979  70 
840  14 
9,094  77 
533  39 
760  19 

"*'i,876.88 
17,014.98 

750  62 
7,309  36 

9,777.98 

29,663.93 

980  13 

13,389.79 

1,876  15 

93,119  66 

350  16 

8,994  08 

*>.•••..•«.• 

9,699  33 
37,946  95 

404  00 

11,444.39 

6,569  34 

wn  .Ml 

30,336.93 

14,615  39 

46,970.93 

34,533  68 

34,533  68 

5,131  19 

41,900  08 
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Land  offices. 

Quantity   sold   in  first 
bair  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  tbe  mini- 
mum price,  $1  85,  and 
amount  received   for 
tbe  same. 

Ouantity  sold  in  tbe  first  balf  of  the  fiMsal  year  at 

Acres. 

Amount 

At  $1  per 
acre. 

At  75  cts. 
per  acre. 

AtSOcU. 
per  acre. 

At  85  cu. 
per  acre. 

At  islets, 
per  acre. 

MICHIGAN. 

Detroit 

1,568.03 
1,194.48 
1,696.86 
4,629.70 
4,480.29 
11,982.3^ 

t8,7«8  28 
4,968  91 
4,324  92 

10,248  64 
5,600  40 

15,065  83 

^erss. 

^erss. 
1,199.65 

jferet. 
11,010.76 
1,412.05 
6,104.0t' 
1,040  00 

•^eres. 

940.00 
8,878.48 

8UL50 

1,948. ii 
6,001.51 

Ionia....          ...          

8«ult8te.  Marie 

81.48 

873.98 

Total 

85,481  69 

49,964  98 

81.48 

9,483.35 

19.566.8! 

2,518.48 

.     818.50 

ARKANIAI. 

Batesville 

Little  Rock 

8,058.81 
6,313.73 
7,430.65 
9,550.84 
6,197.26 
1,067.59 
17,855.92 

8,951  90 
11,283  79 
18,477  15 
3,298  55 
8,441  76 

481.03 
1,907.61 

6,818.08 

1,730.05 

725  30 

8,883.57 
760.14 
5,739  35 
7,057.69 
40.00 
4,460.30 
16,613.97 

7,528.79 
11,408.87 
11,099.34 
4,438  09 
478.05 
800.00 
37,866.32 

18,030.08 
8,367.90 
83,779.18 

1  OP,  300.04 
70,181.81 
61,716.71 

Washington 

Pavetteville  ..... 

Helena 

1,642.97 
7,049.14 
10,874.48 

1,713.68 

Olarkaville 

1,704  22      1.812.40 

Ohrnnpacnole  •••••....••• 

88,188  96 

13,501.47 

Total 

48,868.80 

68,816  33 

96,9n.94 

37,155.03 

73,017.39 

57,736.70 

941,918.94 

FLORIDA. 

Tallahaaeee ....  ..........  i 

158.78 
82.85 
440.04 
183.56 

190  97 
103  56 
825  88 
229  45 

109  17 

3,795.86 

40.06 

8tt  Auffustine ..       •      • 

39.66 
8,849.03 

Newnaniville  

5,541.91 

Tamna .         ................ 

.   •   ••... 

Total 

859.28 

1,349  86 

8,888.69 

109.17 

9,337.77 

40.06 

IOWA. 

Dabaqae 

1,878.69 
8,947.38 
1,906.56 
7,341.48 
46,766.24 
17,310.02 
5,938.73 

3,823  44 
3,685  47 
8,403  20 
9,176  85 
58,457  79 
82,041  11 
7.433  41 

80.00 

611.50 

(jli^fiton 

Fort  Deg  Moinea 

Council  Bluffs 

Osnae  ...... 

Port  Dodge 

Bioux  City 

Total 

83,489.10 

107,011  27 

80.00 

611.50 

WISCONSIN. 

Mineral  Point 

80,719.70 
14,008.49 
3,076  14 
33,005.87 
9,038.41 
5,907.51 

33,844  62 
81,460  69 

3,845  19 
41,640  78 
ll,9a5  59 

6,509  58 

5,078.-31 
1,115.14 

1,807.70 
7,483.68 

7,783.98 
18,614.03 

Menosha 

HudMon •. 

Stevens'  Point 

4,916.79 

La  Crosse 

614.77 

Superior 

Toul 

85,054  12 

118,636  45 

6,802.23 

14,808.11 

86,396.01 

CALIFORNIA. 

Bentcia 

Los  Angelos 

Marys  ville 

Total 

MINNKSOTA  TSRRITORT. 

Stillwater 

11,697.96 
5,748.84 
.     36,837.y3 
16,540.47 
47,668.04 

14,681  58 

7,186  06 

46,048  49 

86.183  69 

Sauk  Rapids 



Chiitfield 

Minneapolis 

Winona 

59,885  05 
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auantity  9old  at  gradu 
ated  prices,  and  am'nt 
received  for  the  same. 

Aggregate  quantity  sold  at 
all  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  «ame. 

Amount  received  in  mil- 
itary bounty  land  scrip 
and  cash. 

1 

M 

1 

Amount  paid  into  the 
treasury    during    the 
first  half  of  the  fiscal 
year. 

Acrea. 

Amount. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Mil.  bounty 
land  scrip. 

Cash. 

13,663.91 
3,690.53 
8,053.19 
7,041.51 

96, 491  76 
1,375  65 
4:513  11 
5,031  13 

14,830  94 
4,t*85.01 
9,679.05 

11,671.31 
4,480.29 

13,337.79 

$9,954  04 
6,338  56 
8,838  03 

15,369  77 
5,600  40 

15,358  79 

t9,354  04 
6,338  56 
8.838  03 

l,5:2fi9  77 
5,600  40 

15,303  79 

$1,431  13 
761  80 

1,306  96 
953  34 
950  87 

1,419  28 

99,965  M 
6,745  97 

8,800  00 

16,537  06 

8,939  81 

355.46 

986  96 

95000 

93,719  36 

31,803.60 

17,588  61 

57,384.29 

60,553  59 

50  00 

60,503  59 

6,713  8« 

73,000  46 

130,625.45 
86,636  33 

109,l.'i3.66 
13,333.83 

93,505  44 

17,.'>46  95 

30,331  65 

9,341  41 

1,619  37 

7,318  16 

47,463  71 

133,678.36 
93,940.06 

116,583.31 
15,774.67 
10,797.36 
15,183.43 
95,713.10 

95,457  34 
98,830  74 
43,808  80 
13,469  96 
10,061  03 
9,033  38 
69,593  67 

35,4.')7  34 
38,830  74 
43,808  80 
12,469  96 
10,061  03 
9,023  38 
69,593  67 

3,867  00 

3,064  77 

3,544  33 

850  00 

745  70 

950  15 

3,338  01 

94,731  00 

95,496  50 

17,995  00 

7,371  00 

9  775  SX) 

4,600  00 

14,114.84 
78,456.1b 

7^900  90 
57,491  37 

436,799.39 

136,036  59 

479,668.09 

198,348  93 

198,242  92 

16,359  86 

149,991  06 

3,945.09 
39  66 

1,008  55 

39  74 

3,072  35 

4,097.87 
133.51 

8,330.98 
183.56 

1,199  53 
133  30 

3,888  13 
339  45 

1,199  52 
133  30 

3,898  13 
239  45 

779  38 
508  98 
766  83 
565  54 

4  068  48 

^150  63 

7,790.94 

1,344  80 
1  800  00 

11,775.69 

4,110  54 

13,634.92 

5,460  40 

5,460  40 

3,630  73 

7,363  91 

691  50 

538  69 

1,970.19 
2,947.38 
1,906.56 
7,341.48 
46,766.34 
17,310.02 
5,938.73 

4,363  06 
3,685  47 
9,403  90 
9, 176  85 
68,457  79 
93,041  11 
7,493  41 

4,363  00 
3,685  47 
3,403  30 
8,000  66 
58,457  79 
33.041  11 
6,836  07 

830  83 
6,555  82 

980  44 
1,319  92 
1,478  41 
1,853  30 

947  59 

9,000  00 
13,396  00 

8,488  64 
33,6.^1  00 
50,700  00 
40,000  00 

6,881  00 

*"*l,'i76'i9 

597  34 

.... 

691  50 

538  63 

84,180.60 

107,549  89 

1,773  53 

105,776  36 

18,965  31 

1,714  66 
9,063  76 
801  95 
1,559  55 
1,158  40 
1,014  59 

161,116  64 

14,663.99 

10,330  08 
16,034  86 

35,383.69 
41,231.38 
3,076.14 
37,g!£2.66 
9,651.18 
5,307.51 

43,564  70 
37,495  55 

3,845  19 
45,398  40 
19,550  36 

6,509  58 

43,564  70 
37,395  55 

3,815  19 
44,607  58 
13,550  36 

6,509  58 

49,130  99 
39,855  15 
15.000  00 
41,995  48 
11,300  00 
8,679  07 

87,313.79 

100  00 

4,916.79 
614.77 

3,687  62 
614  77 

790  82 

47,408.34 

30,657  33 

133,46}.46 

149,993  78 

830  82 

148,473  96 

8,311  91 

158,953  88 

3,371  10 
3,750  00 
3,669  15 

. 

10,790  25 

11,697.96 

5,748.84 
36:837.93 
16,540.47 
47,666.04 

14,091  58 
7,186  06 
46,048  49 
96, 183  69 
50,885  051 

14,621  58 

7,186  06 

45,723  49 

31.183  69 

1,179  88 
0.9 '7  92 

J, CO.  04 

19,060  01 
11,677  88 
54,603  10 
33,993  90 
64.868  Xa 

335  00 

"  *  iii  67 

59,693  38         1,433  981 
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LndoOeei. 

QaantitT  wild  la   firvt 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  tbe  mini- 
mam  price,$l  SS,and 
amoont  received  fi>r 
the  same. 

QMBtity  BoM  in  the  fim  half  of  tha  fiacal  year  at 

Aerea. 

AflMMlBt. 

At  $1  per 
acre. 

At73cts. 
peraeie 

AtSOcts. 
per  acre. 

At  85  eta. 
per  acre. 

AtlSietB. 
per  acre. 

mmiBfOTA  TBR.~Cont'<L 
lUdWing 

9S,».14 

•n,i09o& 

•ffere*. 

JSerm, 

Jitrm. 

Ji€rt^ 

^eree. 

BaclMuiaii 

QlilmB 

TMal 

141,887.68 

178,093  0s 

OBSOOll   TBUUTOBT. 

OieioiiCity 

3,814.09 
a,764.«0 

4,787  a 
3,455  75 

WInchetter 

Total 

«,578  6a 

8,933  37 

WAJBIIIOTOX  TBKKITOBT. 

(NfoipiA 

KAMBAB   TBSftlTOBT. 

LecompUm 

XBBEABKA  TKBETTOBT. 

OntthaCity  ............ 

RECAPIT 


Stataa  and  Territories. 


Ohio 

Indiana 

Uiioois 

Missouri 

Alabama 

Mlsslsiippi 

Louisiana 

Michigan 

Arkansas 

Florida 

lows 

Wisconsin 

California 

Minnesota  Territoiy. .. 

Oregon  Territory 

Wasbington  Territory. 

Kansas  Territory 

Nebraska  Territory .... 


Total. 


Quantity  sold  in  first 
balf  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  $1 35,  and 
amount  received  for 
tbe  same. 


Acres. 


511.85 

9,417.01 

93,473.34 

lU;^,  923.03 

4,873.44 

9,501.54 

15,934.70 

25,481.69 

42,868.80 

859.23 

83,480.10 

85,054.13 


141,827.68 
6,578.62 


706,793.54 


Amount. 


$1,368  43 
3,031  25 

338.786  07 

315.787  38 
6,759  03; 

14,359  93i 
19,918  36 
43,964  98| 
63,316  33 
1,349  86; 
107,011  37 
118,636  45 


Quantity  sold  in  tbe  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  i 
graduated  prices. 


At$I  per 
acre. 


•fcret. 


1,831, 

98,570, 

1,079, 

6,151, 

675, 

81, 

36,977, 


80. ( 
6,803.1 


178,093  92 
8,333  37| 


,118,506  51, I43,349.93|233, 660. 57.385, 679.31 


At75cts. 
per  acre. 


•Acres. 


AtSOcts. 
per  acre. 


At35cu. 
per  acre. 


tSeret. 


13  160.00 
78  1,209.04 
19  40,615.31 
47,130,841.67 


.17 


1,501.35 


1,047 

3,020 
139,988 

2,486 
10,293 
13,141.36     3; 060. 48 

9,433.35   *"  —  '^ 
37,155 

2,228 

61 
14,308. 


19,566.89 
09!  73,017.39 
""^        109.17 

..501 
l.U 


36,398.01 


3,159.43 
57,880  2U 
65,342.06 
3,094.31 
9,971.43 
3,518  48 
57,736.70 
9,337.77 


207,140.38 


At  18^  cts. 
per  acre. 


•Cerct. 

40.50 
4,416.33 
9,496.07 

118,678.14 

107,831.96 

33,089  50 

4,487.75 

913.50 

941,919.84 

40.r- 


530,130  14| 
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Qaairityiold  atcradu- 
ated  pricea,  and  amH 
received  for  the  tame. 

Aggregate  quantity  sold  at 
all  prices,  and  aaioani  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 

Amn  received  in  mili- 
tary bounty  land  scrip 

1 

pi 

Acres. 

Amount 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Mn.  bounty 
land  scrip. 

Cash. 

93,335.14 

$99,169  05 

$100  00 

•99,008  05 

$1,M9  57 

$31,380  48 

141,897.68 

178,093  » 

616  67 

1T7,4T7  25 

11,345  60 

915,090  67 

3,814.09 
9,764.60 

4,767  59 
3,455  75 

4,767  59 
3,455  75 

3,167  83 
3,966  33 

3,871  75 

6,578.62 

8,993  97 

8,993  97 

7,134  16 

3,871  75 

1,439  00 

1,909  94 

ULATION. 


Quantity  sold  at  gradu- 
ated prices,  and  amH 
received  for  the  same. 

Aggregate  quantity  sold  at 
all  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 

Amt  received  in  miU- 
tary  bounty  land  scrip 
and  cash. 

1 

Amount  paid  into  the 
treasury   during    the 
first  half  of  the  fiscal 
year. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Acres.       |     Amount. 

Mil.  bounty 
land  scrip. 

Cash. 

40  50 

Ait  A? 

551.75         $1,373  49 
8,040.47            41448  fifl 

$1,373  49 
4,448  68 

$681  83 
1.861  43 

$1,489  00 
3,409  61 

5,033.46         1,41?  43 

16,648.33        5,744  85 

456,030.801    253,314  01 

997,581.81       93,179  86 

53.191.68  19,280  02 
»,336.23       14,615  32 
81,802.00       17,588  61 

436,799.29;    136,026  59 

11.775.69  4,110  54 

110, 120.67 
649,953.89 
302,455.25 
63,623.23 

344,530^ 
569,101  39 
99,938  88 

•••$7;965M 

344,530  99;        3,059  41 
561,136  36       22,053  49 
9JJ,938  88      22,442  78 
33,639  95l        7,891  87 
34,533  68)        5,131  12 
60,503  591        6,713  28 
198,242  92       16,259  86 
5,460  40i        2.630  73 

932,669  96 
533,199  01 
96,205  11 

96,936  93 
41,900  06 
73,000  46 
143,931  06 
7,363  91 

46,270.93          34;533  68 
57,284.29          60,553  59 

479,668.09         198,242  92 
12,634.94!           5,460  40 
84,180.60         107,549  89 

139,469.46         149,993  78 

50  00 

691. fO            538  62 
47,408.34;      30,657  33 

1,773  53 
890^9 

105,776  36 
148,473  96 

13,965  31 
8,311  91 
10,790  25 
11,345  60 
7,134  16 
1,433  00 

161,116  64 
158,953  88 

!!.*!;. !;'.;'.;i.';;;!;;;!;;; 

141,827.68        178,093  99 
6,578.62            8,223  27 

616  67 

177,477  25 
8,223  37 

915,090  67 
3,871  75 

1 

1,599  94 

! 



'y^v^^v^\l\v^\v//^'^v^ 

1,387,880.93,    576,478  25 

2,094,652.77,     1,694,984  76 

1 

11,236  0611,683,758  70!     141,687  91 

1,700,633  25 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


B. — Statement  of  public  lands  aoldj  of  cash^  dc,  received  there/or ^  of 
count  thereof  J  in  the  second  half  of  thefisoal  year 


Land  offices. 


OhiUicothe . 


Vincennei .  . 
Indianapolis. 

Total. 


Springfield.. 


St. Louis 

Boonville,  late  Fayette . 

Palmyra 

Jackson.- 

Warsaw 

Sprinsfleld 

Plattsburf 

MUan 


Total 


St.  StepHens'.. 
Greenville.... 
HuntBville.... 
Tuscaloosa... 

El*a 

Deinopolis.... 
Montgomery.. 
Centre 


Total. 


MISBIiSIPPI. 


Washington . 

Augusta 

JacRson  

Qrenada . .  . . 
Columbus  ... 


Total. 


New  Orleans.. 
Ch)elousas .... 

Baonrue 

Oreensburg... 
Natchitoches . 


Total. 


Quantity  sold  in  second 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  9I  2&,and 
amount  received  for 
the  same. 


MICHIOAM. 

Detroit 

Kalamazoo 

E.iflt  Saginaw,  late  Oenesee 
Ionia , 


Acres. 


637.75 


1,086.66 
4,39-i.73 


5,479.39 


49,697.01 


7,842.36 
a,  602. 90 
3,253.95 
12,912.57 
33,181.18 
.^,555.46 
14,424.5( 
40,019.26 


153,792.13 


309. 6e 
379  72 
40  71 
241.06 
856.1 
542.37 
439.20 
450. 7y 


3,259.64 


Amount. 


91,289  30 


1,403  35 
5,692  55 


7,095  90 


116,835  50 


Quantity  sold  in  the  second  half  of -the 
graduated  prices. 


At  $1  per 
acre. 


39.02 


16,858  91 
3,266  93 
5,86»  00 
17,111  20 
42,556  20 


120.00 

78.82 

21,861.35 


76,175  80;  30,974.03 
32,976  15  22,500.93 
63,652  01  10,092.36 


258,465  90 


85,627.51 


487  71 
599  581 
50  89 
301  32 
1,070  14 
679  21 
549  00 
953  31 


4,691  16 


2,241.27 

3,993  80 
1, 105.97 
1,830.40 
3,019.53 


12,190.96 


876.41 
376.54 

4,962.80 
375.93 

2,597.59 


9,189.27 


972.»' 
359.51 
586.55 
797.53 


340.09 


At  75  cts. 
per  acre. 


•tfcres. 


160.00 


160.00 


561.43 


010.27 

482.^9 

290.4.') 

841  84 

703.7 

296.72 

447.5*- 

751.40 


121,824.43 


At  50  cts. 
per  acre. 


80.00 


3,708.86 


At  25  cu. 
per  acre. 


120.00 

20,086  m 

760.00 

3,392.43 

1,239.97 


63,795 
33,310.63 


28,308.0b 


101,957.61 


266.06 


300. 7C 


841.88 


1,081.90 


8,801  59 

V, 148  59     3,298.57 

1,382  46 

2,287  99 

3,774  40 


17,395  03 


1,094  51 
470  68 

6,348  73 
469  91 

3,246  99 


11,630  82 


1,394  58 

1,106  01 

733  20 

9,380  591 


1,001.81 
3,653.63 


6,954.01 


155.04 


119.42 


374.46 


3,136.49 


3,593.31 


3,622.25 
6,166.75 


8,789.00 


162.70 
6,784  3t 


6,938.7.') 


13.885.81 


8,300.0(1 


689. 3<i 
4,736. 


59 


7,783  14 
9, 133  20 


6,643.65 
8,732  73 


32,292.72 


79  4« 
402.20 


722  76 


6,473.91 

120. 00 

2,337.7-2 

3,230.91 


1,599.90 
3,251.31 


1,493.21 
79.91 


28,006.85 


29,579.37 


762  90 
1,892.36 


160.2S 


2,814.78 


121.94 

7,103.53 


1,361.00 


8,586.47 


At  islets, 
per  acre. 


Jitrm. 
713  56i 


6,418.41 

779.1? 


7, 190.58 


4,775.81 


18,439.66 

19,008  y? 

a,401.3t 

139,923.74 

7,823.31 


9,516.4b 
40  00 


173,153.4^ 


13.143.95 
1,558  76 
18,05H  54 
16, 831. 3D 
15,309.21' 
4,388  " 


68,683.04 


81,001.14 

1,301.19 

87,738.95 


1,887.73 


51,309.01 


8,951.55 


8,851.55 


80.00 
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incidental  eocpenses  thereon^  and  of  payments  into  the  treasury  on  ao- 
commencing  July  1,  1856,  and  ending  June  30,  1857. 


Quantity  sold  at  /gradu- 
ated prices,  and  am'i 
received  for  ttic  same. 

Aggregate  quantity  sold  at 
all  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 

Am»t  received  in  mili- 
tory  bounty  land  scrip 
andcasb. 

M 

9» 

i 

a 
1 

Amount  paid  into    the 
treasury   during    the 
second  half  of  the  fi»- 
cal  year. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Mil  .bounty 
land  scrip. 

Cash. 

719.56 

$89  08 

1,350  31 

$1,378  28 

$1,378  98 

$669  59 

$1,368  00 

&418.41 
939.17 

809  34 
216  51 

7,505.07 
5,324.90 

9,905  69 
5,909  06 

9,905  69 
5,909  06 

1,064  81 
1,559  96 

1,754  14 

7,779  40 

7,350.58 

1,018  bJ 

12,829.97 

8,114  75 

8,114  75 

2,624  77 

9,533  54 

5,e«5.65 

1,207  01 

55,592.66 

118,049  51 

$487  50 

117,555  01 

•2,905  47 

193,500  00 

85,954.56 
52,801.94 
9,931.83 

20,366  00 
11,065  f^\i 
698  14 
28,709  3:. 
08,0.39  y*. 
6i»,893  Ob 
:i8.27l  Ifa 

18,160  oy 

93,796.92 
55,404.84 
6,185.78 
161,443.69 
125,580.87 
114,218.64 
47,129.48 
60,903.02 

37,994  91 
14,339  52 
6,566  14 
45,880  55 
110,616  17 
139,069  48 
61,247  34 
81,819  10 

""loo'oo 

37,224  91 
14,2:12  52 
6,566  14 
45,880  55 
107,331  49 
138,025  44 
55,285  44 
81,812  10 

4,089  43 
9,202  25 
810  25 
2,006  53 
2,911  47 
3,049  87 
3,836  66 
3,023  20 

86,383  16 
16,260  00 
6,983  48 

148,531.12 
92,399.74 
74,663.1b 
32,704.98 
90,883.76 

"3*284'68 
1,044  04 
5,961  90 

48, 181  00 
111,896  48 
124,471  50 
61,685  00 
69,620  80 

510,871.11 

238,284  01 

664,663.24 

496,749  91 

10,390  69 

486,358  5b 

21,929  66 

467,481  49 

90,926.09 

5,544  44 
5,334  2<^ 
2,277  3(J 

2,0i8  91 
9,06")  7b 
7»7  80 
3,321  8;> 
6,803  11 

21,935.77 

12,  aw.  95 

18,179.16 
16,472.36 
44,372.32 
5,164.68 

7,082.85 

6,039  15 
5,933  87 
9,328  19 
9,330  93 
10, 135  92 
1,467  01 
.rR7o  m 

6,032  15 
5,933  87 
2,328  19 
9,330  23 
10, 135  9S2 
1,467  01 
3,870  8£ 
7,756  42 

1,011  66 

966  81 

1,091  62 

1,087  31 

1,879  29 

635  67 

863  60 

1,321  79 

5,000  00 
7,847  57 
6,080  65 
3,021  59 
16,779  05 

12,451.23 

18,138.45 

16,231.30 

43,516.21 

4,622.31 
6,643.65 

697  39 
6,448  30 

11,701.10 

12,151.89            7; 756  42 

11,869  59 

34,930.34 

35, 163  45 

137,489.98 

39,854  61 

39,854  61 

8,857  75 

57,737  07 

91,001.14 

2,625  14 
3,691  51 
4,141  5fi 
2.9t;8  .'>( 
7,597  75 

23,942.41 
9,4.T5.24 

31,139.44 
5,454.46 

13,608.93 

5,496  73 
10,840  10 
5,524  02 
5,256  49 
11,379  15 

6,496  73 
10,840  10 
5,524  02 
5,256  49 
11,372  15 

1,277  14 
1,034  79 
1,328  93 
768  84 
1,346  80 

6,331  96 

5,441.44 

12,597  13 
2,047  73 

3D,03J.51 

3,624.0ti 

5,761  00 
11,210  55 

10,489.41 

70,589.56 

21,024  46 

82,780.52 

38,419  49 

38,419  49 

5,756  50 

37,947  77 

876.41 

1.004  .M 

1,094  51 

778  2o 

13,581  83 

469  91 

8,930  61 

744  52 

541  94 

1,586  20 

540  73 

885  00 

1,019  10 

439.68 

307  55 
7,233  10 

*  "5,*683*62 

816.22'               778  1^3 
91,802.24          13,581  83 

375.93                469  91 
11,056.551           8,930  61 

788  99 

16,839.44 

9,728  68 
600  90 

18,458.96 

17,427  99 

95,738.08 

13,224  27 

34,927.35 

24,855  09 

24,855  09 

4,298  39 

30,456  99 

8,753.91 
757.68 

4,896  96 

219  42 

1,705  75 

5,167  8S 

9,796.19 
1,117.19 
3,773  47 

6,99154 
1,995  43 
Q.4.'M  Of) 

395  41 

5,896  13 
l,aJ5  43 
9,438  95 
7,548  48 

829  37 

460  69 

1,041  17 

5,884  83 
1,000  00 

3,186.9i2 
7,967.50 

i:7iA  as 

8,765.03^           7I548  48 

I       1^^        v.^-wii 

no 
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LtndoAcM. 

half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  $1 95,  and 
amovnt  reeeiTed  for 
the  same. 

QuaiillQr  aoM  in  the  second  half  of  the  tmcml  jnear  at 
indnated  prices. 

Acrea. 

Amoont. 

At  $1  per 
acre. 

At73cts. 
per  acre. 

AtSOcts 
per  acre. 

AtSSeta. 
per  acre. 

AllSicta. 
per  acre. 

MIC  HWAM— Oontinaed. 

Marqaene,  late  SL  8te.  Marie 
Duncan 

703.36 
],  731.0-2 

$879  31 
9,317  43 

Aerm. 

Aorm. 

^cres. 

^eres. 

.Jem. 

199.58 

.M5  A4 

Total 

5,150.35 

8,711  08 

198.58i    8.171.33 

19,169.54 

637.68|        MO.OI 

▲RKAnSAS. 

BatedTille 

4,883.30 
16,316.54 
13,801.15 
3,881.01 
4,344.36 
9,474.38 
98,879.96 

6,473  90 
93,031  89 
17,309  68 
3,611  37 
5,969  49 
4,085  45 
36,900  63 

1,711.76 
4,110.83 
3,795  31 
9,853.66 
976.76 
1,319.05 
35,334.51 

4,901.31 
937.09 

5,983.13 

8,317.86 
313.59 

9,863.68 
14,790.39 

5,580.4.«i 
6,683.1.') 
7,327.41 
4,080.73 
1,353.44 
760. 0(. 
34, 165. 15 

19,634.77 
7,644.39 

8,185.41 

«,618.9i 
^843.08 

S^sao.ao 

Little  Rock 

Waabington 

Helena 

i'236.69l    4,'«i.91 
3, 830. *«!...    

Clarksville 

Champagnnlc t . . .  i . .  - 

4,196.90 

.    ... 

Total 

73,378.90 

95,670  54 

40,000.78!  38.184.34 

59,850.33 

38,718.951140,  843.Si| 

' 

FLOUDa. 

TallahaaiK^ 

546.04 

133.18 

l,e3»l.27 

303.67 

683  55 
153  97 

9,314  00 
379  60 

1,978.07 

4,935.67 

979.16 

rJl.  Augustine 

""i58!74 

337.13 
3,933.16 

7,987.38 

Total 

9,603.16 

3,430  13 

158.74 

3,560.99 

1,978.0: 

13,933.05 

979.16 

IOWA. 

DoboQue  ....■•..•  ....••.••• 

440.15 

9,154.83 

3-20. 1-2 

6,317.49 

151,788.10 

910,337.03 

66,304.30 

1,346  81 
9,698  84 

660  as 

7,771  85 
190,898  29 
983,469  24 

34.76 

590.48 

Chariton 

Fort  De*  Moines 

Oonncil  Bluffs 

Osage  

Fort  Dodge 





Biottx  City 

85,937  18 



Total 

437,561.91 

579,782  56 

34.76 

530.48 

WiaCONIIK. 

Mineral  Point 

9,893.88 
8,388.85 
3,323.39 
13,054.9: 
5.384.28 
6,854.04 

13,362  63 
14,650  35 
4, 154  37 
15, 358  50 
7,136  80 
8,567  63 

1,040.00 

317.19 

9,113.01 
5,914.9-2 

280. 0()     5.693.18 

Hndaon 

' 

Btevens' Point 

9,4!£2.53 

La  Crowe 

520.01 

Superior  .• 

EauOlaire 

Total 

45,196.41 

63,130  07 

1,840.00 

8,431.90 

8,097.9;^ 



OALiPoamA. 
Ban  Franrl>rO|  latf  B<^nicia. . 

Lot  Angeloe 

Mmryiville 



^>tal 

H1KNBIOTA  TBBBITORT  . 

fltillwater 

4,968.50 
4,547.90 
6,093.33 
10,304.60 
16.451.46 
18,618.45 

5,335  62 
5,684  88 
7,615  75 
13,755  75 
90,564  3-2 
93,373  10 

BaukRapida 

Ohatfleld 

Minneapolis 

FarilMuit,  late  Winona 

Henderson, late  Bed  Wing... 
Buchanan  

Ojibwa 

Total 

60,183.94 

75,929  43 

1 

8ECKETABY  OP  THE  INTERIOB. 
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Uoantity  sold  at  gradu- 
ated prices,  and  ani*t 

Aggregate  qaantity  told  at 
ail  pricea,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  aame. 

Amn  recetred  in  mili- 
tary bounty  land  scrip 
and  cash. 

1 

ml 

•< 

Acre*. 

Amount. 

Acres. 

Amount. 

Mil.bounty 
land  scrip. 

Cash. 

703.36 
9,469.14 

t879  91 
9,819  16 

M79  91 
9,819  16 

$504  52 
674  09 

$430  00 
9,119  15 

738.19 

«601  73 

91,404.13 

19,501  75 

96,554.38 

91,303  77 

$385  41 

90,907  36 

4,918  39 

19,995  41 

108,536.41 

91,871  16 
13.414  90 

113,418.71 
69,495.09 
65,381.60 
18,131.66 
13,115,75 
11,137.87 

107,366.91 

98,343  36 
35,436  09 
34,587  94 
14,743  96 

8,878  00 
8,787  4? 
90,759  67 

98,343  36 
35,436  09 
34,587  94 
14,743  36 

8,878  00 

8,787  47 

90,760  67 

9,535  83 
9,057  99 
9,710  60 
1,032  98 
1,253  44 
883  90 
3,845  73 

38,743  88 

46,908,48 

40,906  01 

61,580.45       17!fi7a  26l 

58,957  96 

15,950.65 

11,130  99 
9,908  58 
4,709  02 

64,559  04 

16,347  50 

8,871.39 

12,^43  41 

8,663.59 

10,911  fifi 

78,486.05 

97, 140  57 

317,597.93     \Qs.MU  a'il 

390,976.83 

991,534  79 

991,534  79 

14,308  07 

975,959  94 

' 

7,199.90 

9,957  58 

959  77 

4,579  93 

7,738.94 

460.31 

19,998  55 

9,940  13 

406  74 

A.7MI  03 

9,940  13 
406  74 

6,786  93 
379  60 

696  17 
539  83 
497  60 
553  HI 

3,065  45 

980  00 

6,335  19 

337.13 
11,369.98 

303.67                379  60 

946  00 

18,899.31 

7,083  98 

91,501  47 

10,513  40 

10,513  40 

9,286  41 

9,946  57 

585.94 

439  63 

l,005.y 

9,154.83 

390.19 

6,917.49 

151,788.10 

910,337.09 

66,304.90 

1,779  44 

9,698  84 

660  35 

7,771  85 

190,898  29 

983,469  91 

85,937  18 

1,779  44 

9,698  84 

660  35 

7,971  85 

189,719  94 

989,968  94 

85,457  18 

607  03 
3,955  40 

931  63 
9,081  97 
9,377  34 
1,666  87 
9,804  9d 

74  51 

9,951  00 

1,179  05 

1,901  00 

480  00 

9,000  00 

19,584  00 

114,737  40 

909,400  00 

73,903  T7 

565.94 

433  63 

438,197.15 

5rj,915  19 

3,360  05 

569,855  14 

13,713  79 

415,660  68 

3,470.90 
11,887.10 

9,334  40 
7,506  63 

19,763.08 
90,175  95 
3,393.39 
14,477.50 
5,904.38 
6,854.04 

15,697  09 
99,156  88 
4,154  97 
17,075  39 
7,656  80 
8,567  63 

100  00 
100  00 

16,507  02 
»i,056  88 
4,154  37 
17,075  39 
7,656  80 
8,667  63 

*1.920  01 
*9,20l  10 
•791  11 
•lf607  70 
•1,599  74 
•1,000  00 

93,534  55 
M,  403  17 

9,493.53 
590.0(1 

1,816  89 
530  00 



15,930  45 

8,500  00 

19,788  83 

18,999.83 

19,177  98 

63,498.94 

75,307  99 

900  00 

75,107  99 

8,419  66 

81,457  80 

9,814  94 
•3,800  00 
•3,800  0(1 

^ 

10,414  94 

4,968.50 
4,547.90 
6,093  33 
10,904.60 
16,451.46 
18,618.45 

5,335  69 
5,684  88 
7,615  75 
19,755  75 
90,564  33 
93,973  10 

71  34 

5,964  9? 

5,684  88 
7,615  75 
19,755  75 
90,564  3-2 
93,973  10 

1,098  94 

877  95 

•1,039  46 

9»  47 

•1,941  15 

1,914  63 

6,354  99 

3,569  94 

8,950  00 

16,599  11 

6,399  00 

• ••• 

19,305  00 

•«•>•••••••• 



1 

60,183.94 

75,239  49 

71  34 

75,158  08 

7,037  60 

54,099  57 

1 
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LMd  offices. 

Qunntity  sold  in  second 
half  of  fiscal  year  at 
and  above  the  mini- 
mum price,  9 125,  and 
amount   received  for 
the  same. 

Quantity  sold  in  the  second  half  of  the  flacal  year  at 
graduated  prices. 

Acres.         Amount. 

At  f  I  per 
acre. 

At  75  cts. 
per  acre. 

At  50  cts. 
per  acre. 

At  95  cts. 
per  acre. 

AtlSiets. 
peraoe. 

OBKOOR  TBKRITOKT. 

24 
$7,:i94.w      $9,343  80 
3,621.             4,537  07 

jSerei. 

Jterea, 

Jere$, 

J8cr€$. 

•Arcs. 

Winchester............   ..... 

Total 

11,015.89       13,769  87 

i 

WASBIROTON  TKKRlTOaT. 

Olvmoia 

659.04            833  80 

«•••  .     1 

KAKSAS  TBKRITOKT. 

1 
17,350  86      31,688  85 

1 

Doniphan 

.......  .  ^ 

Fort  8cou 

1 

Ocden 

1 

1 

Total 

17,350.86       31,688  85 

i 

1 

HBBBABKA  TBBBITOBY. 

Omaha  City 

i 
38,590.58       35,738  31 

1 

Brownsville 

Nebraska  City 

Dakota  City 

. . ..     ....1 

1 

Total 

28,590.58       35,738  31 

1 

1 

B.— RECAPIT 


tTATBS  AND  TERBITOBIBB. 
Ohio 

637.75*      $1,389  30 

5,479.39         7,095  90 

49.697. Oi:     116,835  50 

153,79-2.13    258,465  20 

3,259.641        4,691  16 

12,19().96J      17,395  03 

9,le9.27,      11,630  82 

5,150.25         8,71102 

73,378.90;      95,670  54 

2,602.16         3,430  12 

437,:.()1.9l     573,683  56 

45,198.41       63,130  07 

713  56 

Indiana 

160.00 

7  190  5e 

lllinuis 

39. OQ 

85,657.51 

1,081. 9(i 

6,954.01 

274. 4(. 

192. .V 

40,000.7b 

158.7-1 

34. 7h 

1,840.00 

561  42 

80  00 

440.00 

101,957.61 

29,579.37 

2,814  78 

8,  .586.47 

637.68 

38,718.95 

12,823.05 

4,775.'31 

173, 153.49 

68,&J3.04 

51,309.01 

3,951.55 

340.00 

140,»43.58i 

379  16 

Missouri 

Alabama 

Mississippi 

Louisiana 

121,824.42 
2,593.31 
8,7b9  00 

13,885.81 
8,171.33 

38,184  34 

38,308.08 
32,292.72 
722. 7fi 
39.79 
13,162.54 
KQ  ftsn  ■{.') 

Michigan 

Arkansas 

Florida 

3,f;60  29  "T^OTft  n? 

Iowa. 

.')30.48 
8,431.90 

' 

i 

Wisconsin 

8,087.93 

! 

California 

Minnesota  Territory 

**66,iM.24'      75,229  42 

ll,0i:>.y9       13,769  87 

6.VJ.04             823  80 

17,.YHi.86       21,688  85 

2H, 590.581      35,738  21 

Oregon  Territory 

. 

Waahinrton  Territory 

Kansas  Territory 

Nebraska  Territory 

Total 

915, 937. 39jl, 308, 377  27 

136,203.76 

206, 692  30  l^t- ^9  ^  i^V  A.S7  Oi  1 

450,138  13 

SECRETARY   OP  THE   INTERIOR 
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Ooantity  sold  at  gradu- 
ated prices,  and  am't 
received  for  the  same. 

Anregate  quantity  sold  at 
iUI  prices,  and  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  same. 

Amount  received  in  mil- 
iury  bounty  land  scrip 
and  cash. 

1 

s 

III 

III 

Pi 

Aeree. 

Amount. 

Acres.       |     Amount. 

MU.bounty 

land  «crip^ 

Cash. 

7,394.94 
3,691.65 

|r9,949  80 
4,597  07 

99,949  80 

4,587  07 

$9,715  64 
3,968  31 

$90,688  04 

• 

11,015.89 

13,769  87 

13,709  87 

5,983  95 

99,688  04 

059.04 

eiaeo 

fie9  50| 

631  30 

9,134  37 

17,350.86 

91,688  85 

91,688  85 

85,100  00 

|.«.. 

\L\M  :n 

17,350.86 

91,688  85 



91,688  8.) 

'             !•.•».  11.       H) 

98,590.56 

35,738  91 

35,738  91 

1,394  es 

1          2^  4<  8  73 

98,590.5^ 

35,738  91 

35,738  91 

1,394  8S 

9. ',400  73 

' 



ULATION. 


719.56 

$89  08 

1,018  85 

1,207  01 

938,284  01 

35,163  45 

91,024  46 

13,924  27 

12,591  75 

195,864  95 

7,083  9e 

439  63 

19,177  92 

1,350.31 
19,829.97 
55,592.66 

664,663.24 

137,489.98 
82,780.52 
34,927.35 
96,554.38 

390,976  82 
21,501.47 

438,127.15 
63,498.24 

$1,378  98 

8, 1 14  75 

118,049  51 

496,749  91 

39.854  61 
38,419  49 

94.855  09 
91,309  77 

921,534  79 
10.513  40 

573,215  19 
75,307  99 

$1,378  28 

8,114  75 

117,555  01 

486,358  ^.9 

39,854  61 

$669  59 
9,694  77 
9,905  47 

91,999  66 
8,857  75 
5,756  50 
4,998  39 
4,918  39 

14,308  07 
9,986  41 

13,713  79 

*8,419  66 
•10,414  94 
7,097  60 
5,963  95 
3,609  55 
9,134  37 
1,394  85 

$1,368  00 

9.53:i  54 

193,500  00 

467,481  49 

57,737  07 

7,350.5e 

5,895.65 

510,871.11 

34,930.34 



"$487*50 
10,390  62 

70,589.56 

38,419  49 
94,855  09 
90,907  36 

921,534  79 
10,513  40 

569,855  14 
75,107  99 

37,947  77 

30.456  32 
19,925  41 

975,952  94 

9,946  57 

415,650  68 

81.457  00 

95,738.08 
91.404.13 
3l7,.vj^  92 

""sis'ii 

1«.HW.3I 
18,299.83 

3,366*6.5 
900  00 

60,183.21 
11,015.69 
659.04 
17,350.86 
98,590.58 

75,229  42 
13,769  8^ 
823  80 
91,688  85 
35,738  91 

71  34 

"'*7S-158  6a 

54,092  57 
99,689  04 

13,769  87 

192  50                R.11  :» 

91,688  85 
35,738  91 

95,100  00 
99,408  73 

1,132,154.31 

468,160  96 

9,048,091.70 

1,776,538  23 

15,097  42     1,761,440  81 

119,846  01 

1,660,840  06 

Amounts  marked  thuji  (*)  are  estimated  for  second  quarter  of  1857. 
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REPORT  OP   THE 

a 


Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  Comtnissumer 
of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office/or  thefiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1859. 


For  salary  of  the  ConiniiBsioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  per  act  of  Jalj 
4,  1886,  SLawB,  p.  Ill,  Bection  10 , 

For  salary  of  recorder,  per  act  of  March  3,  1837,  5  Laws,  p.  164 

For  salary  of  chief  clerk,  per  act  of  liarch  3,  1853,  Laws  10,  p.  211 

For  salary  of  principal  derk  of  private  land  claims  and  principal  clerk  of 
surveys,  per  act  of  July  4,  1836,  5  Laws,  p.  Ill,  ($1,800  each) 

For  salary  of  three  clerks  of  the  fourth  class,  at  $1, 800  each,  per  act  of 
March  3,  1853,  10  Laws,  p.  209,  section  3 

For  salary  of  twenty- three  clerks  of  the  third  class,  at  $1, 600  each,  per  act 
of  April  22,  1854,  10  Laws,  p.  276 

For  salary  of  forty  clerks  of  the  second  class,  at  $1, 400  each,  same  act 

For  salary  of  forty  clerks  of  the  first  class,  at  $1, 200  each,  same  act 

For  salary  of  draughtsman  and  assistant  draughtsman,  same  act 

For  salary  of  two  packers,  per  acts  of  July  4,  1836,  5  Laws,  p.  Ill,  and  of 
April  22,  1854,  10  Laws,  p.  276,  at  $600  each 

For  compensation  of  clerk  employed  upon  Chickasaw  business,  per  act  of 
March  3,  1851,  9  Laws,  p.  616 

'For  salary  of  one  principal  messenger,  per  joint  resolution  of  August  18, 
1866 

For  salary  of  one  messenger  and  three  assistant  messengers,  per  same  reso- 
lution, at  $700 

For  salary  of  six  laborers,  per  same  resolution,  at  $600 

For  salary  of  one  day  watchman 

For  salary  of  six  night  watchmen  for  rooms  occupied  by  Oeneral  Land 
Office,  in  Patent  Office  building,  per  act  of  August  18,  1856,  at  $600 


$3,000 
2,000 
2,000 

3,600 

5,400 

36,800 

56,000 

48,000 

3,000 

1,200 

250 

840 

2,800 

3,600 

600 

3,600 


Additional  appropriations  under  military  bounty  a^t  of  March  3,  1855, 
and  heretofore  provided  per  a^t  of  August  18,  1856,  making  appro- 
priationSy  dtc. 


For  salary  of  one  principal  clerk,  as  director  of  division 

For  salary  of  one  clerk  of  third  class,  at  $1,600 

For  salary  of  four  clerks  of  second  class,  at  $1,400 

For  salary  of  forty  clerksof  first  class,  at  $1,  200 

For  salary  of  two  additional  laborers,  at  $600,  per  joint  resolution  of 

August  18,  1856 

Provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  at  his  discretion,  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  use  any  portion  of  said  appropriation  for 
piece  work,  or  by  the  day,  week,  month,  or  year,  at  such  rate  or  rates  as 
he  may  deem  just  and  fair. 


$2,000 
55,200 

1,200 


8ECBETABT   OF  THE   INTERIOB. 
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D. 


CONTINGKNT. 


Estimate  of  ajmroprialions  required  to  meet  contingent  . 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Oenerai  Land  Ofice/or 
ending  30th  June,  1859. 


es  of  the 
'  year 


For  cash  ByBtem  and  military  patents  under  laws  prior  to  September  28, 
1860,  patent  and  other  records,  tract  books  and  blank  books  for  this 
and  the  district  land  offices,  binding  plats  and  field  notes,  stationery, 
furniture,  and  repairs  of  same,  and  miscellaneous  items,  including  two 
of  the  city  daily  newspapers,  to  be  filed,  bound,  and  preserved  for  the 
use  of  the  office,  Ac — $33,600 

Forcontingentezpenses  under  swamp  land  act  of  September  28, 1850,  military 
bounty  acts  of  September  28,  1850,  and  March  22,  1852,  and  act  of 
August  31 ,  1862,  for  the  satis&ction  of  Virginia  land  warrants 26, 100 

For  fiiel,  lights,  and  incidental  expenses  attending  the  same,  including  pay 
of  furnace  keepers .]  4,000 

For  eonUngent  ezperua  under  act  qf  March  3,  1855,  granting  bounty  land^  8cc. ,  and 
amendatory  ad  </  May  14,  1856. 

For  patents,  patent  and  other  records,  stationery,  and  miscellaneous  items 
on  account  of  bounty  lands  under  siUd  acts 13,000 


E. 


Estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  surveying  department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1859. 


Object  of  appropriation. 

Amount. 

Total. 

For  salaries  of  surveyors  general  and  their  clerks,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  balances  of  former  appropriations,  viz : 

1.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Illinois 

and  Missouri,  per  section  1  of  act  of  April  3,  1818. 

^Ht^tntes  At  TiArge,  volume  3,  pnge  ^1%)  , 

$2, 000  00 
3, 820  00 

2.  For  clerks  in  hLi^office,  per  section  1  (»r  act  of  May  9, 
1836.     (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  5,  page  26) 

$6,820  00 

8.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana, 
per  section  5  of  act  of  March  3,  1831.     (Statutes  at 
Large,  volume  4,  page  492).  ........ ...... 

2,000  00 
2,600  00 

4.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  1  of  the  act  of  May 
9,  1836.     (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  6,  page  26) 

4,600  00 

6.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Florida, 
per  section  1  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1853.     (Statutes 
at  Lartre.  volume  4.  oaffe  624) ..................... 

2,000  00 
3,600  00 

6.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  1  of  the  act  of  May 
9,  1836.     (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  6,  page  26) 

6,600  00 
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E — Gontinaed. 


Object  of  ai^Topriatton. 


7.  For  oompensation  of  the  nmreyor  general  of  WiiooDsin 

and  Iowa,  per  section  1  of  the  act  of  August  18, 1846. 
(Statutes  at  Large,  Yolume  9,  page  79) 

8.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  by  same  act 


9.  For  compensation  of  the  surrejor  general  of  Arkansas, 
per  section  1  of  the  act  of  August  18,  1846.  (Statutes 
at  Large,  volume  9,  page  79) ... 

10.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 


12. 


13. 
14. 


15. 


16 


or  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Oregon, 
per  section  11  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1853.  (Statutes 

at  Large,  volume  10,  page  248.).... .. ... 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  section  2  of  the  act  of  Sep- 
tember 27,  1850.  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  9,  page 
496) 


For  rent  of  surveyor  general's  office  in  Oregon,  fuel, 
books,  stationery,  and  other  incidental  expenses..... 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  California, 
per  section  1  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1851.  (Statutes 
at  Large,  volume  9.  page  617.) 

For  clerkjB  in  his  office,  per  section  2  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1858.  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  10,  page 
245) 


For  compensation  of  the  surveyer  general  of  Washing- 
ton Territory,  per  section  26  of  the  act  of  March  3, 

1853.     (Statutes  at  Large,  volume  10,  page  674.) 

17.   For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 


18. 


1<9. 


20. 


For  rent  of  the  surveyor  general's  office  in  Washington 
Territory,  fuel,  books,  stationery,  and  other  inciden- 
tal expenses ..... . 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  New 
Mexico,  per  section  1  of  the  act  of  July  22,  1854. 
(Statutes  at  Large,  volume  10 ,  page  308 .)... 

For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act ... 


21.  ./or  rent  of  the  surveyor  general's  officu  in  New  Mexico, 

:  fuel,  books,  stationery,  and  other  incidental  expenses. 

22.  ^For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Kansas 

and  Nebraska,  per  section  10  of  the  act  of  July  22, 
.1854.     (Statutes  at  Large,  vol ume  1 0 ,  page  309 . ) 

23.  .For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 


24.  >  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah  Ter- 

ritory, per  section   1  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1857. 
(Statites  at  Large,  1856  and  1857,  page  213) 

25.  For  clerks  in  his  office,  per  same  act 


U. 


.27. 


28. 


For  office  rent  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah  Terri- 
tory, fuel,  books,  stationery,  and  other  incidental 
expenses — . ........ 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Minne- 
sota, per  section  1,  act  of  March  3,  1857.  (Statutes 
at  UrKe,a856  and  1857,  page  312) 

For  clcrksin  his  office,  per  same  act 


Amount. 


$2,000  00 
6,300  00 


2,000  00 
6,300  00 


8.500  00 
4,000  00 


4,500  00 
11,000  00 


3,000  00 
4,000  00 


3.000  00 
4,000  00 


2,000  00 
6,300  00 


4,000  00 
2,  noo  00 


2,000  00 
6,300  00 


Total. 


$8,300  00 


8,300  00 


7, 600  00 
1,600  00 


16, 600  00 

7,000  00 

3,000  00 

7,000  00 
3,000  00 

8,300  00 

6,000  00 
1,600  00 

8,300  00 
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Object  of  appropriation. 

Amount. 

Total. 

29.   For  compenBation  of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  sur- 
veyors general,  to  be  apportioned  to  them  according 
to  the  exigendes  of  the  public  service,  and  to  be  em- 
ployed in  transcribing  field  notes  of  surveys  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  them  at  the  seat  of  government. 

SO.    For  Ralarv  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  In  Misflonri 

$41,000  00 

500  00 

Si.   For  compensation  of  a  translator  In  the  office  of  the 
Rurvevor  flreneral  of  New  Mexico. .................. 

2,000  00 

Total  amount. ....•*.«................•.•• 

144,620  00 

GnruLAL  Lavd  Ornoi,  Ncnmher^  1867. 


Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  surveying  the  public  lands  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


1.  For  surveying  the  public  lands,  including  Incidental  expenses  and 

Island  surveys  In  the  interior,  and  all  other  special  and  difficult  sur- 
veys demanding  augmented  rates,  to  be  apportioned  and  applied  to 
the  several  districts  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
including  expenses  of  selecting  swamp  lands  and  the  compensation 
and  expenses  of  surveyor  to  locate  private  land  claims  in  Louisiana, 
in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  of  all  former  appropriations 
for  the  same  objects,  and  exclusive  of  surveys  in  California,  Oregon, 
Washington,  New  Mexico,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  Utah. 

2.  For  correcting  erroneous  and  defective  lines  of  public  and  private  sur- 

veys in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  dollars  per 
mile........... 

3.  For  surveying  in  Louisiana  at  augmented  rates  now  authorized  by  law. 

4.  For  surveying  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  California, 

Including  office  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  claims,  and  to  be 
disbursed  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law  for  the  different  kinds  of 
work. ...... - ... 

6.  For  continuing  the  survey  of  base,  meridian,  standard  parallel,  town- 
ship and  section  lines  in  New  Mexico 

6.  For  surveying  such  of  the  private  claims  in  New  Mexico  as  shall  have 
been  confirmed  by  Congress,  including  expenses  incurred  by  the 

surveyor  general  in  adjudicating  the  same ... . ... 

For  surveying  the  necessary  base,  meridian,  standard  parallel,  town- 
ship, and  section  lines  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  also  outlines  of 

Indian  reservations.. 

For  continuing  the  survey  of  the  base,  meridian,  correction  panJlel, 
township,  and  section  lines  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  at  augmented 

rates . .... 

For  preparing  the  unfinished  records  of  public  and  private  surveys,  to 
be  transferred  to  the  State  authorities,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  June  12,  1840,  in  those  districts  where  the  surveyn  are  about 
being  completed 


7. 


8. 


9. 


Amount. 


$40,000  00 

1,000  00 
3,000  00 

100,000  00 

25,000  00 

16,000  00 

100,000  00 

16,000  00 

\^,^V^V^  ^^ 
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Object  of  appropriation. 


Amoonl 


10.  For  resurreyB  and  examinations  of  the  roryejii  of  the  public  lands  in 
those  States  where  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general  have  been 
or  shall  be  closed  under  the  acts  of  June  12,  1840,  ai^d  January 
22,  186S,  including  $2,000  for  salary  of  the  clerk  detiedled  to  this 
special  serrice  in  iSie  General  Land  Office..... ...... 


$2, 000  00 


Making  a  total  amount  of. 


311,000  00 


OwanoLAL  Lavd  Omos,  November t  1867. 


a. 

Estimate  of  the  appropricUtons  for  the  surveying  department^  to  supply 
deficiencies  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1856  and  1857. 


Object  of  appropriations. 


Amount 


1.  For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Utah  Territory,  being  the 

difference  between  S3, 000  per  annum,  the  amount  of  his  salary,  per 
section  1  of  the  act  of  February  21 ,  1855,  (Statutes  at  Large,  volume 
10,  page  611,)  and  $4, 000,  as  increased  by  section  1  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1857,  from  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1856,  to  June  SO,  1867. 

2.  For  surveying  the  public  lands  and  private  land  claims  in  California, 

including  office  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  claims,  and  to  be 
disbursed  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law  for  the  different  kinds  of 
work,  being  the  amount  of  surveying  liabilities  incurred  by  the  sur- 
veyor general  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1857,  over  and 
above  that  authorized  under  the  appropriation  of  $50, 000  for  that 
period  ;  these  liabilities  are  for  work  which  has  been  actually  exe- 
cuted under  contracts,  official  plats  of  the  surveys  thereof  retiuned, 
approved  and  duly  certified  accounts  of  the  deputy  surveyors  for  the 
same  are  nearly  all  on  file  in  the  General  Land  Office  awaiting  pay- 
ment.  -. 


Total. 


$1,600  00 


220, 000  00 


221,000  00 


GnnoiAL  Lavd  Ofnoi,  Not/ember,  1867. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  SURVEYORS  GENERAL. 


MINNESOTA  TEBRTTORT. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

St.  Favl,  Minnesota,  October  26,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions  of  May  last,  I  have  prepared 
in  triplicate,  and  herewith  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report, 
embracing  statements  marked  A,  B,  0,  D,  E,  F,  J,  E,  L,  M,  and  N, 
together  with  diagrams  or  sketches  of  the  State  of  Michigan  and  Terri- 
tory of  Minnesota,  the  latter  having  been  made  in  conformity  to  instruc- 
tions from  the  department  of  May  last,  and  marked  respectively  G  and  H, 
which  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  progress  made  in  both  field  and  office 
work  in  that  State  and  Territory  since  the  report  of  my  predecessor, 
dated  the  23d  October,  1866  ;  as  also  the  documents  pertaining  to  the 
public  surveys  in  this  Territory,  which  have  been  received  from  the 
surveyor  general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  up  to  the  present  time. 

Of  the  field  work  relating  to  the  resurveys  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
for  which  appropriations  have  been  made,  all  has  been  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  eight  townships  not  contracted  for  by  direction 
of  the  department,  and  a  portion  of  the  district  originally  assigned  in 
1855-'56  to  Josiah  Knauer,4eputy  surveyor,  the  notes  of  which,  upon 
examination  and  platting,  having  been  found  incorrect,  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  department  fully  advised  of  all  the  facts  concerning 
the  same  by  letter  from  this  office,  dated  the  22d  July  last.  Repre- 
sentations having  been  subsequently  made  to  the  department  by  Mr. 
Enauer,  through  this  office,  setting  forth  the  causes  of  the  incomplete- 
ness of  his  returns,  it  was  deemed  expedient  by  the  department  to 
authorize  the  completion  of  such  resurveys,  and  on  the  17th  Septem- 
ber last  I  was  directed  to  instruct  Mr.  Knauer  to  complete  the  same ; 
in  obedience  to  which  direction  I  authorized  him,  under  date  of  the 
26th  of  the  same  month,  to  repair  to  the  field  and  to  execute  an  entire 
resurvey  of  the  townships,  the  field  notes  of  which,  previously  returned 
by  him,  had  been  suspended. 

From  the  fact  that  the  office  was  not  removed  from  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, and  organized  at  this  point  until  the  surveying  season  had 
considerably  advanced,  I  was  unable  to  any  very  great  extent  to  con- 
tract for  surveys  under  the  instructions  from  the  department,  deputy 
surveyors  not  feeling  disposed  to  undertake  contracts  with  the  pros- 
pect of  being  compelled  to  leave  the  field  because  of  the  severity  of  the 
climate  before  completing  their  surveys. 

Of  the  work  contracted  for  and  now  in  progress  of  execution,  it  is 
believed  that  all,  with  a  few  exceptions,  will  be  completed  by  the  close 
of  the  present  surveying  season  ;  and  a  reference  to  statement  B  will 
show  what  returns  have  been  received  up  to  the  present  tvcckft* 
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With  respect  to  surveys  which,  from  information  in  my  possession, 
I  consider  to  be  the  most  desirable  should  be  executed  the  coming 
season,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  region  of  country  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Otter  Tail  lake,  more  particularly  described 
in  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  department  on  the 
17th  July  last,  as  also  the  best  mode  of  connecting  the  same  with  the 
surveys  already  executed,  should  be  included  in  the  programme  of 
surveys  to  be  contracted  for  next  season.  I  would  also  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  necessity  of  an  early  survey 
of  the  outlines  of  the  Inaian  reservations,  under  treaties  with  the 
Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  and  of  the  Mississippi,  referred  to  in  a 
communication  from  the  department  of  the  4th  June  last.  From  the 
rapid  settlement  and  development  of  that  portion  of  the  Territory,  it 
would  appear  very  desirable  that  the  outlines  of  those  reservations  be 
establisned  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  in  order  that  the  public 
surveys  adjacent  thereto  may  be  continued  and  connected  therewith. 

Of  office  work  pertaining  to  resurveys  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  neces- 
sary to  be  performed  before  the  final  transfer  of  the  papers,  records,  plats, 
&c.,  can  be  made  to  the  authorities  of  that  State,  there  yet  remains  a 
sufficient  amount  to  employ  the  greater  portion  of  the  present  clerical 
force  of  this  office  during  the  coming  winter,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  transferred*  immediately  upon  the  opening  of  navigation  in 
the  spring ;  nevertheless,  it  shall  oe  my  aim  to  arrange  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  keep  the  office  work  pertaining  to  the  surveys  of  this 
Territory  fully  up  with  the  field  work  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  EMERSON, 

Surveyor  Oeneral. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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BSPOBT    OF    THE 
F. 


Staiement  of  townahipa  the  field  notes  of  which  have  been  recorded  or 
transcribed  since  the  date  of  tike  last  annual  report. 


TowDBhip. 


36,37,38,89,40  north. 


31,32,33,34,  35,  86,  37,88, 
39.40  north 

32,33,34,35,36  north 

47,48  north 

44,45  46,47,48  north 

47,48,49,60  north 

45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50  north  . . 

48,49,north 

47,48,49  north 

48  north 

37,38,39,40  north 

34,35,37,38,39,40  north  .. 

39,40  north 

44,45,46,47  north 

21,23,23,24,25,  26,  27,  28, 
29,30  north ., 


21,22,28,24,25,26,27  north 
21,22,28,24,25,26,27  north 

21,22,28  north 

48  north 


44  north 

28,29,80  north 


24,25,26,27  north 
46,46,47,48  north 


21,22,23,24,26  north. 


24,25,26,27  north 

21,22,28,24,26,26,27  north 

26.27.28.29.30  north 

22,23  north 

21,22,23  north 

13,14,16,16,17,20  north  ... 
8,9,10,11,12,13,17,18,  19, 

20  north 

16  north 

24, 26, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30  north 

86,36,87,38  north 

86,86,37,38,39  north 

35,36,37  north 

81,32  north 

81  north 

24,25,26,27  north 

82  north 

27,28,29,30,31,32  north  ... 

27.28.29.30.31  north 

27,28,29,30  north 

27,28  north 

81,32,38,34,35  north 

14,16,16  north 


Range. 


26  west . 


27  west 

28  west 

18  west 

19,  20  west. 

45  west 

46  west 

47  west 

48  west 

49  west 

28  west 

29  west 

30,  81   west . 
18,  19  west . 


7  west. 


8  west 

1,2,3  west. 

4  west> 

19  west 


20  west. 
8  west.. 


4  west.. 
20  west. 


9  west. 


4  west 

6  west 

9  west 

10  west... 
6  west.... 
1  west 


2  west 

3  west 

10  west 

I  and  2  west.. 
3  and  4  west. . 

5  west 

6  and  7  west.. 

8  west 

6  west 

10  west 

II  west.. 

12  west 

13  and  14  west. 

16  west 

1  east 

18  and  14  west. 


LocaUty. 


Michigan   upper 
pexdnsala 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do- 
-do- 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Michigan   lower 

peninsula  .... 

.......do. 

do 

do 

Michigan    upper 

peninsula  .... 

do 

Michigan    lower 

peninsula 

do 

Michigan   upper 

peninsula  .... 
Michigan    lower 

peninsula . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

......do...... 

....do 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Pk«e8. 


919 
522 
.     688 

943 

986 

1,107 

87 

161 
169 

416 

•     359 

320 
167 

1,141 
1,046 

^1,234 
81 


Chancier  of 
work. 


Tranacripti. 

Beoords. 

Trmnacripti. 

do 

do 

....do 

do...... 

....do. 

Records. 

TranscriptB. 

do...... 

...-do 

....do...... 

-...do...... 

...do...... 


.do. 


...do...«.« 
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Township. 

Range. 

llandl2iilBt. 

least 

Iand2east  .. 

3  east 

4  and  6  east  .. 

6  east 

2east 

3  east 

least 

2  east 

Tiocality. 

rages. 

Character  of 
work. 

16,16  north 

Michigan  lower 

peninsula 

do 

do 

....:.do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

•     681 

.     706 

298 
260 

21,22,23,24  north 

Transcripts. 

18,19,20  north 

16,17,18,19,20  north 

16,16,17,18,19,20  north... 

18,19,20  north 

21,22,23,24  north 

do 

21,22,23  north 

do 

36,37,38  north 

31,32,33  north 

do 

Total 

12, 143 

SuEVKTOii  Gbteral's  Omcs, 

St.  Paid,  Mmnuota,  Oddm  26,  1867. 


C.  L.  EMERSON,  Smveyor  QmmO. 


132 


REPOBT   OF  THE 
I. 


The  United  States  in  account  toith  Charles  L.  Emerson^  surveyor  general 

of  Minnesota, 


SALARY  ACCOUNT. 


1856. 
Dec.       31 

1867. 
March    31 

April      11 

Jane      SO 

Sept.      SO 


1866. 
October  7 
Dec.       31 

1867. 
ICarch    31 

April      11 


11 
Joly  6 
fiept.      SO 

30 


Db. 
To  amount  paid  Bmreyor  general  and  clerks  for  4th  quarter  of 
1866 

To  amount  paid  sunreyor  general  and  clerks  for  1st  quarter  of 

1867 

To  amount  paid  surreyor  general  and  clerks  for  fractional  2d 

quarter,  1867 — 

To  amount  paid  sunreyor  general  and  clerks  for  fractional  2d 

quarter,  1867 

To  amount  paid  sunreyor  general  and  clerks  for  Sd  quarter, 

1867 

Cb. 

By  balance  of  account  for  Sd  quarter,  1866 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  S662,  on  Treasury  Interior 
warrant  No.  3269 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  4306  on  Treasury  Interior 
warrant  No.   3909 

By  amount  of  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  late  surveyor  gen- 
eral, applied  to  the  payment  of  the  salary  account  for  the 
fractional  2d  quarter,  1867 

By  amount  paid  by  late  surveyor  general  on  account  of  salaries 
for  fractional  2d  quarter,  1867 , 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  4880  on  Treasury  Interior 
warrant  No.   4467 , 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  6379  on  Treasury  Interior 
warrant  No.  4983 

By  balance  due  the  surveyor  general 

The  United  States  Dr.  to  the  above  balance 


$2,564  79 

2, 923  41 

360  62 

2, 166  31 

2.  772  01 


10,767  14 


$561  93 
2,500  00 

2,  500  00 

209  04 

67  86 

2,223  11 

2,675  00 
130  21 


10,767  14 


ISO  21 


SUBYKTOR  GiNIRAL's  OFnOB, 

St.  Fold,  Mmnaola,  October  26,  1867 


C.  L.  EMEBSON,  Surveyor  General. 
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K. 

The  United  States  in  account  with  Charles  L,  Emerson^  surveyor  genr 

erdl  of  Minnesota. 

DISBURSEBlftNT  ACCJOUNT. 


1866. 
Dec.       81 

1857. 
Ifarch   31 
April      11 
11 


Jane      30 
Sept.      80 


1856. 
Oct.         7 
Dec.       31 

1857. 
March    31 

Hay         4 

13 

July         6 

Sept.      30 


Dr. 
To  amount  of  diBbarsements  for  4th  quarter  of  1866 


To  amount  of  dUbursements  for  Ist  quarter  of  1867 

Tu  amount  of  diBbursements  for  fractional  2d  quarter  of  1857. 

To  amount  of  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  late  surveyor  gen- 
eral, and  applied  by  him  to  salary  account  for  firactionid  2d 
quarter  of  1857 

To  amount  of  disbursements  for  fractional  2d  quarter  of  1867. 

To  amount  of  disbursements  for  3d  quarter  of  1857 

By  amount  to  balance 


Cr. 

By  balance  of  account  for  3d  quarter,  1856 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  3667  on  Treasury  Interior 
warrant  No.  3269 *..- 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  4306  on  Treasury  Interior 

warrant  No.  3909 

By  treasury  draft  No.  4492  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No. 

4101 

By  cash  received  from  sale  of  office  furniture,  at  Detroit, 

Michigan 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)  No.  4880  on  Treasury  Interior 

warrant  No.  4457 

By  treasury  draft  (in  part)   No.  5379  on  Treasury  Interior 

warrant,  No.  4983 


$234  82 


166  62 
24  76 

209  04 

1,416  17 

498  43 

404  44 

2,964  28 

$185  24 

160  00 

300  00 

1,000  00 

24  04 

670  00 

726  00 

2,964  28 

The  United  States  Cr.  by  balance  in  the  hands  of  surveyor 
general 


404  44 


SURTSTOR   GiMIRAL'S  OiTICB, 

St.  Paul,  Mirmeaota,  October  26,  1857. 


C.  L  EMERSON,  Swrveyw  Oenend, 
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Staiement  shovnng  the  documents  pertaining  to  the  pMic  surveys  in 
Minnesota  Territory  which  have  been  received  from  the  surveyor 
general  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  up  to  the  present  time. 


Plats,  descriptiye  sheets,  and  field  notes. 


1867. 
June      17 


19 


30 


Jul7       26 
27 


August  21 


22 


Original  descriptive  sheets  of  townships  41  north,  range  16  west ;  42  north, 
range  17  west ;  40, 41, and  42  north, range  18  west ;  36, 36, 38, 39, and  40 
north,  range  19  west ;  26  to  28  and  31  to  42  north,  inclosive,  range  20 
west ;  26  to  36  and  38  to  40  north,  inclnsiye,  range  21  west  ;  26  to  32  and 
38  to  40  north,  indnsive,  range  22  west ;  28  to  31  and  40  to  42  north,  in- 
clnsiye, range  23  west ;  29, 30,  and  31  north,  range  24  west ;  31  and  32  and 
37  to  38  north,  inclnsiye,  range  26  west ;  32  and  33  and  37  to  40  north,  in- 
clnsiye, range  26  west ;  82  and  33  and  38, 39,  and  40  north,  range  27  west ; 
32  to  40  north,  inclnsiye,  range  28  west ;  33  to  40  north,  inclusive,  range 
29  west ;  34  to 40 north,  inclasive,  range  30  west ;  36  to  42  north,  inclnsiye, 
range  31  west ;  38  to  42  north,  inclusive,  range  23  west  of  4th  the  princi- 
pal meridian  ;  101, 102, 103, 104  north,  range  3  west ;  101  to  106  north,  in- 
clusive, range  4  west ;  101  to  106  north,  inclusive,  range  5  west ;  101  to  107 
north,  inclusive,  range  6  west ;  101  to  108  north,  inclusive,  ranges  7,8,9, 
and  10  west;  101  to  111  north, inclusive, range  11  west :  101  to  105  and 

111  and  112  north,  inclusive, range  12  west ;  101  to  106  and  111,  112,  and 

113  north,  ranges  13  and  14  west ;  101  to  106  and  111  to  114  north,  range 
16  west ;  101  to  104, 107  and  108  and  111  and  112  north,  range  16  west ; 
101  to  107  and  109  to  116  north,  range  17  west ;  101  to  116  north,  inclu- 
sive, ranges  18, 19,  and  20  west ;  101  to  117  north,  inclusive,  ranges  21  and 
22  west ;  102  to  116  north,  inclusive,  range  23  west ,  101  to  106  and  109  to 

114  north,  inclusive,  range  24  west ;  101  to  109  and  113  to  116  north, 
ranges  25  and  26  west ;  101  to  108  north,  inclusive,  range  27  west ;  101  to 

112  north,  inclusive,  range  28  west ;  102  to  114, 116, 119,  and  120  north, 
ringe  29  west ;  101  and  103  to  116  north,  inclusive,  range  30  west ;  103  to 
116  north,  inclusive,  range  31  west  of  the  6th  principal  meridian. 

Copies  of  the  notes  of  the  independent  meridian  from  comer  to  townships  41  and 
42  to  corner  townships  56  and  57  north,  inclusive  ;  copy  of  notes  of  correc- 
tion line  from  comer  of  townships  53  and  54  north,  to  Lake  Superior  ;  copy 
of  notes  of  correction  line  from  corner  of  townships  56  and  57  north,  ranges 
16  and  16  west,  to  comer  of  townships  56  and  67  north,  ranges  11  and  12 
west ;  copy  of  notes  of  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and 
Territory  of  Minnesota. 

(Copies  of  notes  of  exterior  lines  of  townships  37  north,  ranges  21  and  22 
west ;  36  and  37  north,  range  23  west ;  and  35, 36,  and  37  north,  range  24 
west. 

Original  plat  of  township  36  north,  range  31  west. 

Original  notes  of  the  4th  guide  meridian,  from  the  6th  to  the  8th  standard 
parallel ;  original  notes  of  the  7  th  and  8th  standard  parallels ;  copy  of 
notes  of  the  correction  of  the  6th  standard  parallel. 

Original  descriptive  sheet  of  townships  109  and  110  north,  ranges  9  and  11 
west;  109,  110,  111  north,  range  10  west;  106  to  110  north,  inclusive, 
ranges  12, 13, 14,  and  16  west ;  108  north,  range  17  west  of  the  6th  prin- 
cipal meridian  ;  townships  34, 35,  and  36  north,  range  26  west  of  the  4th 
principal  meridian. 

(Dopy  of  the  notes  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  State  of  Iowa  and  Min- 
nesota Territory ;  copy  of  notes  of  the  6th  standard  parallel  through  ranges 
32  to  38  west,  between  townships  124  and  126  north  ;  copies  of  notes  of 
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Plats,  descriptiye  sheets,  and  field  notes. 


1867. 
August  24 

31 

Sept.      10 

12 


exterior  lines  of  townships  123  and  124  north,  range  28  west ;  121, 122, 
123,  and  124  north,  ranges  29, 30,  and  31  west;  123  and  124  north,  range 
32  west ;  and  124  north,  range  33  west. 

Original  plats  of  townships  101  to  104  north,  inclndve,  range  3  west ;  101 
to  105  north,  inclusive,  range  4  west ;  101  to  106  north,  incloslYe,  range  5 
west;  101  to  107  north, inclusiye, range  6  \^est ;  101  to  108  north, indn- 
sive,  ranges  7  and  8  west ;  101  to  110  north,  inclusiye,  range  9  west ;  101  to 
111  north,  inclusive,  ranges  10  and  11  west ;  and  101  to  112  north,  indn- 
sive,  range  12  west  of  the  6th  prindpal  meridian. 

Copy  of  notes  of  the  5th  standard  parallel  through  ranges  25  to  31  west,  in- 
clusive, and  of  the  4th  guide  meridian  through  townships  121  to  124  north, 
inclusive. 

Original  plats  of  townships  118  north,  range  22  west,  and  35  north,  range  31 
west.  Also,  original  descriptive  sheet  of  township  118  north,  range  22 
west. 

Original  plats  of  townships  36  north,  range  20  west,  and  119  north,  range  33 
west.  Also,  original  descriptive  sheet  of  township  119  north,  range  38 
west. 


SUBiMARY. 

Total  numher  of  original  plats  received 87 

Total  number  of  original  descriptive  sheets  received 451 

Total  number  of  original  field  notes  received .... 1  book. 

Total  number  of  copies  of  field  notes  received 15  books. 

C.  L.  EMERSON,  Surveyor  OeMrtd, 

SUBVKTOR  GeNXKAL'S  OfFICK, 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  October  26,  1857. 
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Estimate  of  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Jfin- 
nesota,  the  regular  clerks  in  his  office^  and  for  compenscUion  of  piece 
clerks  J  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


Por  the  salary  of  the  ronreyor  general  of  Minnesota  and  for  regular  clerks 
in  his  office 


Por  compensation  of  piece  clerks. 


Total. 


Amount 


tS,  300  GO 
10, 000  00 


18,300  00 


SURVKTOR  GiNBBAL'S  OfFIOR, 

St  Foul,  Minneaota,  Odohn  26,  1867. 


C.  L.  EMERSON,  Surwyor  Omend. 


Estimate  of  appropriations  requisite  for  continuing  the  public  surveys  ii 
Minnesota  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859, 


Object  of  appropriation. 


Amount. 


Por  surveys  in  the  northeastern  land  district  of  Minnesota,  at  augmented 


rates. 


Por  surveys  in  the  northwestern  land  district  of  Minnesota,  at  augmented 
rates...... 

Por  surveys  in  Minnesota,  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  and  south  of  the 
northwestern  land  district .. . 


Total  for  surveys. 


Por  incidental  expenses  of  office,  embracing  rent,  stationery,  fuel,  print- 
ing, binding,  pay  of  messenger,  postage,  &c 


Making  in  the  aggregate. 


$25,  000  00 
45,  000  00 
80,000  00 


150,000  00 
3,500  Oa 


153,500  00 


SuRVBTOR  Giniral's  Offici, 

Si.  Paul,  MmnaoUi,  October  26,  1857. 


C.  L.  EMEB80N,  Starveyor  OemraL 
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IOWA. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuque^  October  12,  1857. 

Sir  :  Another  year  having  elapsed,  I  have  prepared,  as  is  castom- 
arv^  the  annual  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  office  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

I  would  first  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  that 
portion  of  the  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  which  has  been 
prosecuted  under  my  direction. 

By  reference  to  the  accompanying  map,  marked  No.  1,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  field  work  has  been  connned  (with  a  single  exception) 
strictly  to  that  portion  of  the  Territory  indicated  by  your  instructions  ; 
and  this  exception  consists  of  a  district  of  township  lines  adjoining 
the  north  boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  west  of  range  thirty-one, 
which  survey  was  so  urgently  demanded  that  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  decline  issuing  a  contract  for  the  survey  of  the  township  lines  at 
least.  The  difficulties  with  the  Indians  in  its  vicinity  have,  however, 
prevented  much  progress  with  the  work,  the  deputy  having  been  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  field  twice  already. 

The  fourth  guide  meridian  through  townships  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  to  townships  one  hundred  and  thirty-two,  inclusive,  has 
been  established,  as  also  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  standard 
parallels  east  of  said  guide  meridian  to  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  fifth  guide  meridian  through  townships  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  to  township  one  hundrea  and  twenty-four,  inclusive,  has 
been  established,  as  also  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  standard  parallels 
east  of  said  meridian,  and  all  the  proper  township  and  range  lines 
between  the  boundaries  last  named.  The  township  lines  in  the  check 
between  the  third  and  fourth  guides,  and  the  fifth  and  sixth  standard 
parallels  have  also  been  established.  Ten  townships  in  the  said  check 
nave  likewise  been  subdivided,  and  the  returns  forwarded,  whilst  the 
balance  of  the  townships  in  said  check  have  been  turned  over  to  the 
surveyor  general  at  St.  Paul  for  his  action.  All  the  work,  except 
three  townships  in  the  two  checks  west  of  the  fourth  guide  meridian 
have  been  let  for  subdivision,  twenty-three  of  which  have  been  platted 
and  forwarded  ;  a  few  are  in  the  office,  and  the  remainder  will  now  be 
speedily  returned. 

South  of  the  fifth  standard  parallel  twenty-nine  townships  have 
been  subdivided,  and  the  plats  forwarded  ;  two  are  under  suspension, 
and  two  have  been  relinquished.  This  completes  the  exhibit  of  that 
portion  of  the  Territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  East  of  said 
river,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  a  district  of  township 
lines,  four  townships  in  height,  west  of  range  twenty-three,  was  let 
to  Messrs.  Everett  &  Chaney.  These  gentlemen  were  unable  to  com- 
plete the  whole  work  before  the  close  of  the  season  ;  and  being  unable 
to  return  to  the  field  and  finish  the  work  as  early  in  the  spring  as 
was  desirable,  I  concluded  to  allow  them  to  relinquish  the  balance, 
(one  tier  of  townships,)  especially  as  the  retention  thereof  would  i^«r 
sibly  have  interfered  with  the  arrangements  oIl  S\«n«^ot  QR^\i«t^ 
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Emerson,  who  was  immediately  notified  of  the  relinquishment,  and 
furnished  with  the  necessary  papers  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  opera- 
tions in  this  particular  quarter  without  delay.  Eight  townships  in 
the  said  district,  viz :  townships  Nos.  43  and  44,  ranges  29,  30,  31, 
and  32^  were  left  for  subdivision,  the  survey  thereof  completed,  and 
the  plats  forwarded  to  your  own  and  the  proper  district  land  office. 
The  two  townships,  viz :  townships  Nos.  34  and  35,  of  range  23, 
which  were  surveyed  by  Hiram  Taylor,  and  suspended,  and  the  one 
(township  No.  40,  of  range  25)  surveyed  by  Silas  Barnard,  likewise 
suspended,  have  been  resurveyed,  platted  and  forwarded,  and  this 
completes  all  work  in  the  Territory  east  of  the  river,  and  south  of  the 
line  dividing  townships  Nos.  42  and  43,  except  township  No.  37,  of 
ranges  21  and  22,  townships  Nos.  36  and  37,  of  range  23,  townslups 
Nos.  35,  36  and  37,  of  range  24,  townships  No.  41,  of  ranges  25,  26 
and  27,  and  township  No.  42,  of  ranges,  25,  26,  27,  28  and  30,  the 
field  notes  of  the  exteriors  of  part  of  which  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
office,  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  work  is  now  placed. 

Summary  of  work  in  the  Territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  and  one-half  miles  of  standard, 
base,  and  township  lines  have  been  established,  and  sixty-eight  town- 
ships, amounting  to  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  three  miles  of 
subdivision  and  meander  lines,  have  been  surveyed ;  and  east  of  the 
river  and  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-one  miles  of  township  and  base  lines  have  been  established,  and 
twenty-one  townships,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
and  a  half  miles,  have  been  surveyed.  The  above  embraces  part  of 
the  work  executed  by  William  Burt,  esq.,  deputy  surveyor,  bordering 
the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  about  which  so  much  interest  has 
been  manifested.  A  glance  only  at  the  plats  already  forwarded  to 
your  office  is  sufficient  to  attest  the  value  of  this  entire  district,  many 
townships  of  which  are  wholly  claimed,  and  the  settlers,  I  am  in- 
formed, have  been  waiting  impatiently  the  opening  of  the  land  office, 
to  prove  up  and  obtain  legal  possession  of  their  claims.  The  remain- 
der (four  townships)  of  Mr.  Burt's  work  has  been  returned,  examined, 
platted,  and  are  now  being  copied ;  and  the  plats  of  his  whole  district 
(except  four  townships)  have  been  transmitted  to  the  proper  district 
land  office. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  here  that  no  effort  has  been  spared  to 
facilitate  the  operations  of  the  office  located  in  Minnesota;  papers  and 
information  have  been  furnished  such  as  were  thought  necessary,  and 
application  for  others  has  always  received  prompt  attention  and  the 
preference  over  any  kind  of  work.  Original  field  notes  of  deputies, 
where  the  same  did  not  conflict  with  the  engagements  of  this  office, 
have  been  forwarded;  copies  of  others,  required  for  prosecution  of 
his  surveys,  have  been  made.  The  original  plats  of  that  portion  of 
the  Territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  range  twelve,  inclusive, 
have  been  turned  over,  as  well  as  the  field  notes  ^original  descriptive 
lists)  of  some  four  hundred  and  seventy  townships  on  either  side  of 
the  river.     A  large  amount  of  work  is  now  ready,  and  will  be  trans- 
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mitted  immediately  on  the  close  of  this  report ;  indeed,  I  expect  hy 
the  first  of  the  ensuing  month  to  transmit  and  turn  over  to  his 
custody  all  documents  pertaining  to  the  puhlic  surveys  in  that  part 
of  the  Territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  south  of  the  fourth  correc- 
tion parallel. 

The  surveys  in  the  State  of  Iowa  have  been  progressing  slowly  du- 
ring the  past  year.  Uncommonly  high  water  and  a  backward  spring, 
with  difficulty  in  closing  to  the  old  work,  have  thus  far  prevented  the 
completion  of  all  the  township  lines  to  be  established  m  the  State. 
The  subdividing  deputies  also  seem  to  have  been  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate in  their  operations  in  this  portion  of  my  district.  Some  of  them 
have  had  cattle  stolen  and  provisions  destroyed  by  marauding  bands 
of  Indians,  and  I  have  unfortunately  been  compelled  to  suspend  the 
work  of  others  and  require  them  to  return  to  the  field;  the  consequence 
is  that  I  can  only  report  the  return  of  fourteen  townships  in  this  State, 
amounting  in  all  to  nine  hundred  and  eighteen  and  a  half  miles  of 
subdivision  and  meandered  lines. 

SURVEFS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

In  this  State  much  has  been  accomplished  during  the  past  year  and 
the  returns  have  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations,  for  not- 
withstanding some  of  the  deputies  threw  up  their  contracts  after  ar- 
riving at  the  ground,  from  the  difficult  character  of  the  country, 
and  others  had  to  abandon  the  field  for  a  period,  from  the  fact  that 
their  men  would  not,  indeed,  could  not,  stand  the  hardships  they  had 
to  undergo,  still  I  have  to  report  the  establishment  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  miles  of  township  lines,  and  the  subdivision  of  seventy- 
three  townships,  amounting  to  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  miles  of  subdivision  and  meander  lines. 

In  this  is  embraced  the  arduous  and  difficult  survey  of  the  Apostle 
Islands  in  Lake  Superior,  the  execution  of  which  cost  one  of  the  con- 
tractors his  life.  Also,  the  survey  of  the  fourth  correction  parallel 
east  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian  to  the  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  established  by  Mr.  Artemas  Curtis,  a  Purvey  which  it  has 
long  been  the  desire  of  this  office  to  have  consummated. 

The  condition  of  the  surveys  in  this  State  is  exhibited  by  the  accom- 
panying map,  marked  No.  1,  which  shows  that  all  surveys  south  of 
the  fourth  correction  parallel  and  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meri- 
dian, except  twenty-three  townships,  have  been  surveyed,  platted,  and 
forwarded,  and  of  these  twenty-three  have  been  let  for  subdivision  and 
the  deputies  are  now  in  the  field.  North  of  said  correction  parallel 
and  west  of  the  line  dividing  ranges  seven  and  eight,  thirty-one 
townships  have  been  subdivided  the  past  season,  and  two  others  have 
been  returned  to  this  office,  which  leaves  but  six  townships  to  be  sur- 
veyed. East  of  the  said  range  line  fifteen  townships  have  been  sur- 
veyed and  returned,  and  eight  others  have  been  contracted  for,  which 
leaves  but  seven  townships  to  be  surveyed  north  of  the  line  dividing 
townships  Nos.  46  and  47,  whilst  the  remainder  of  this  portion  of  the 
district  consisting  of  the  country  north  of  the  said  fourth  correction  south, 
of  said  line  between  townships  46  and  47, east  of  Ba\d\\iLQ\>^W^^TL\^\v%<»^ 
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7  and  8,  and  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  has  been  let  for 
the  establishment  of  the  township  lines.  East  of  the  meridian  the 
fourth  correction  parallel  has  been  surveyed  and  returned,  and  depu- 
ties are  now  engaged  establishing  all  the  proper  township  and  range 
lines  east  of  and  including  the  line  dividing  ranges  11  and  12.  Sonth 
of  the  third  correction  parallel  the  surveys  are  entirely  completed  ex-  | 
cept  two  townships  in  the  Menomonee  reserve  and  a  small  fraction  of 
a  township,  which  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  reach  the  past  season. 

Summary  of  office  work. 

The  original  field  notes  of  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-one  miles 
of  township  lines,  and  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
miles  of  subdivision  (of  which  amount  nineteen  hundred  and  seven 
miles  are  meandered)  lines  have  been  received,  carefully  examined  and 
platted. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  township  plats  have  been  con- 
structed from  the  original  field  notes,  the  areas  to  the  north  and  west 
boundaries,  and  those  adjoining  the  banks  of  navigable  lakes  and 
streams  calculated;  and  in  addition  two  copies  of  each  have  been 
made,  making  a  total  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  plats,  nine- 
tenths  of  which  on  inspection  will  prove  to  be  of  the  most  difficult 
character. 

Original  lists  descriptive  of  the  land  and  all  the  corners  in  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  townships  have  been  prepared,  which,  with 
one  copy  of  each  for  the  use  of  the  land  offices,  makes  a  total  of  three 
hundred  and  ninety  lists. 

The  original  field  notes  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  townships 
have  been  recorded,  examined  carefully,  and  placed  on  file  in  this 
office. 

Transcripts  of  the  original  field  notes  of  the  same  two  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  townships  have  also  been  made  for  preservation  at  the 
seat  of  government. 

Index  diagrams  to  preface  the  records  and  transcripts  of  five  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  townships  have  been  prepared. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  vast  amount  of  work,  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  keep  an  accurate  account  of^  has  been  performed.  For  in- 
stance, over  four  hundred  diagrams  to  preface  the  bound  volumes  of 
original  (or  deputies)  notes  have  been  made ;  also  diagrams  of  all  the 
townships  from  the  south  to  the  north,  and  adjoining  the  west  boun- 
dary of  the  State  of  Iowa,  so  far  as  surveyed,  have  been  prepared,  with 
the  bearings  to  corners  for  the  use  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Kansas, 
as  per  your  instructions.  Diagrams  of  township  lines  and  surveys  of 
islands  for  your  own  and  the  district  land  offices,  with  a  jgreat  num- 
ber of  others  of  various  kinds,  have  also  been  prepared.  The  swamp 
land  business  also  occupies  largely  the  time  and  attention  of  the  oi- 
fice.  So  far  as  the  State  of  Iowa  is  concerned,  the  lists  furnished  by 
the  selecting  agents  of  the  State  have  been  promptly  examined,  trans- 
scribed,  recorded,  and  forwarded  to  their  respective  destinations.  In 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  this  work,  owing  to  an  immense  pressure  of 
current  business^  has  not  received  such  prompt  attention,  out  imme- 
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diately  on  the  receipt  of  your  instructioos  it  was  placed  in  competent 
hands,  unremitted  attention  has  been  given  it,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  the  lists  will  be  promptly  forwarded  for  your  action. 

Papers  accompanying,  which  form  a  part  of  this  report : 

No.  1.  Map  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  and  Territory  of  Minnesota. 

No.  2.  Map  of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

No.  3.  Estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1859. 

No.  4.  Summary  of  my  salary  account  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1857. 

No.  6.  Summary  of  disbursements  foi  the  same  period. 

No.  6.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  the  appropriation 
of  March  3,  1866,  that  were  not  closed  at  the  date  of  the  last  report. 

No.  7.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  the  appropriation 
of  July  8,  1866. 

No.  8.  Statement  of  surveys  contracted  for  out  of  the  appropriation 
of  March  3,  1867. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WARNER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  Oeneral. 

Hon.  Thos.  a.  Hendricks, 

Commiaatoner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  Washington. 


No.  3. 

EstinuUea  of  appropriations  requisite  for  continuing  the  public  surveys 
in  the  States  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1869. 

For  surveys  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin |28,000  00 

For  surveys  in  the  State  of  Iowa 3,000  00 

31,000  00 
For  incidental  expenses  of  office 3,500  00 

Total 34,500  00 


WARNER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  Oeneral. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Dubuque,  October  12,  1867. 
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EstimoUe  of  salary  far  surveyor  general  and  regular  clerksy  and  for 
compensation  of  ^^jnece  derks/'  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1859. 

For  salary  of  Burveyor  general  and  regular  clerks,  as  per 

act  of  10th  of  August,  1846 $8,300  00 

For  compensation  of  **  piece  clerks" 10,000  00 

Total 18,300  00 

WAENER  LEWIS, 

Surveyor  Oekerd. 

SUBVBYOR  GbNBRAL'S  OpFICB, 

Dubuque,  October  12,  1857-    * 
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The  United  States  in  account  current  with  Warner  Lewia^  surveyor 
general  for  Wisconsin  and  Iowa. 


SALARY  ACCOUNT. 


1866. 
Dec.       31 


1867. 
March   31 


June      30 


Sept.     30 


1866. 
Dec.       31 


1867. 
Maich    31 


June      30 


Sept.      30 


Db. 
To  this  amoant  paid  gnnreyor  general  and  his  clerks  for  the 

4th  quarter  1866 

To  amonnt  due  United  States  and  carried  to  credit  of  1st 

quarter  of  1857 , 


To  this  amount  paid  surveyor  general  and  his  clerks  for  the 
1st  quarter  of  1867 

To  this  amount  due  United  States,  to  he  carried  to  credit  of 
2d  quarter  of  1867 


To  this  amount  paid  surveyor  general  and  his  clerks  for  2d 
quarter  of  1867 - - 

To  amount  due  United  States,  to  he  carried  to  credit  of  3d 
quarter  of  1867 , 


To  this  amount  paid  surveyor  general  and  his  clerks  for  3d 
quarter  of  1867 


Cr. 
By  this  amount  due  the  United  States  from  3d  quarter  of  1866. 
By  treasury  draft  No.  3661  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No. 
3268 


By  this  amount  due  the  United  States  from  4th  quarter  of  1866. 

By  treasury  draft  No.  4804  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No. 

3907 


By  this  amount  due  the  United  States  from  1st  quarter  of  1867. 

By  treasury  draft  No.  4844  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No. 

4461 , 


By  amount  due  United  States  from  2d  quarter  of  1867 

By  treasury  draft  No.  6378  on  Interior  Treasury  warrant  No. 

4982 

To  amount  due  surveyor  general,  to  he  carried  to  4th  quarter 

of  1867 


$4,683  72 

872  78 


6,466  60 


4,367  63 
1,016  26 


6,372  78 


4,089  76 
1,426  60 


6,616  26 


4,697  93 


666  60 
4, 900  00 


6,466  60 


872  78 
4,600  00 


6,372  78 


1,016  26 
4,600  00 


6,616  26 


1,425  60 

3,000  00 

272  43 


4,697  93 


SvBTXTOB  GimmAL's  OmoB, 

Dvbuque,  OcUber  12,  1867. 


WARNER  LEWIS,  Surveyor  Cfeneral. 
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No.  6. 

Treasury  Department  United  States  in  account  current  tcith  Warner 
LewiSy  surveyor  general  United  States  for  Wisconsin  and  Iowa, 

DISBURSEMENT  ACCOUNT. 


1856. 
Dec.       31 

1867. 
Mar.       31 


Jane      80 


fiept.     SO 


1866. 
Dec.       31 


1867. 
Mar.       31 


June      30 


Sept.      30 


Dr. 
To  this  amount  disbursed  daring  4th  quarter  of  1866. 


To  this  amount  disbursed  during  1st  quarter  of  1857 

To  amount  due  surveyor  general  from  4th  quarter  of  1866 . 


To  this  amount  disbursed  daring  2d  quarter  of  1857 

To  ameuBt  due  surveyor  general  from  Ist  quarter  of  1857 


To  this  amount  disbursed  during  the  3d  quarter  of  1857  — 

To  amount  due  surveyor  general  from  2d  quarter  of  1867 

To  amount  due  United  States,  to  be  carried  to  credit  of  4th 
quarter  1857 — 


Ck. 

By  this  amount  due  United  States  from  3d  quarter  of  1856 

By  treasury  draft  No.  3661  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No. 

3268 

By  amount  due  surveyor  general,  to  be  carried  to  1st  quarter 

of  1857 


By  treasury  draft  No.  4304  on  Treasurv  Interior  warrant  No. 

3907 

By  amount  due  surveyor  general,  to  be  carried  to  2d  quarter 

of  1857 


By  this  amount  due  surveyor  general,  to  be  carried  to  3d 
quarter  of  1857 

By  treasury  draft  No.  4844  on  Treasury  Interior  warrant  No. 
4451 


By  treasury  draft  No.  5378  on  Interior  Treasury  warrant  No. 
4982 


$6n  80 


720  64 
108  08 


828  72 


500  5« 
128  71 


629  28 


468  65 
229  » 

12  07 


700  00 


69  5] 
500  00 
108  08 


677  60 


700  00 
128  72 


828  72 


229  23 
400  00 


629  28 


700  00 


SuRVSToa  GnrERAL's  Omci, 

Dubuque,  Oddber  12,  1857. 


WARNER  LEWIS,  Surveyor  General 
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ILLINOIS  AND  MISSOURI. 

OincE  OP  TDK  Surveyor  General  for  Illinois  and  Missouri, 

Saint  Louis,  October  20,  1857. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  survey- 
ing and  other  operations  of  this  office  since  the  20th  October,  1856; 
the  date  of  mj  last  annual  report. 

I.  Receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  public  funds. 

The  enclosed  statement,  marked  "A,"  will  exhibit  in  detail  the 
amounts  received  from  the  treasury  during  the  year,  as  also  the  sums 
that  have  been  expended  under  the  various  heads  of  appropriations 
and  apportionments  that  are  applicable  to  this  district.  The  state- 
ment of  public  funds  that  accompanied  my  accounts  for  the  third 
quarter  of  1857  shows  a  balance  of  $1,087  26  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,  which  remains  on  deposit  with  the  assistant  treasurer  at  this 
place. 

II.  Surveys  of  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  re-surveys  cf 
erroneous  and  defective  lines. 

The  correctiont  of  certain  erroneous  lines  in  township  SO,  ranges 
7  and  8  east,  in  Missouri,  that  had  been  entrusted  to  Deputy  Aaron 
Snyder,  have  been  made,  and  new  plats  of  parts  of  those  townships 
constructed  and  transmitted  to  your  office.  As  the  greater  portion  of 
the  land  affected  by  this  new  survey  had  been  sold  by  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  areas  in  the  old  plat,  I  obtained  from  the 
register  an  authenticated  statement  of  those  sales,  and  made  the  sub- 
divisions of  the  new  plat  to  conform  thereto.  Two  islands  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  one  of  the  Missouri,  two  of  the  Fox,  and  one  of  the 
Rock  rivers,  have  been  surveyed  under  the  directions  of  this  office, 
and  appi  oved  plats  of  the  work  sent  to  you  and  to  the  local  land 
offices. 

On  the  6th  January  of  present  year  you  issued  instructions  to  the 
effect  that  I  should  order  '*no  new  or  further  field  work,  unless 
specified  cases  shall  hereafter  be  reported  to  and  sanctioned  by  this 
office."  Prior  to  the  reception  of  this  instruction,  it  had  been  my 
custom  to  issue  orders  for  the  survey  of  every  island  for  which  appli- 
cation was  made,  provided  the  applicant  expressed  his  willingness  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  work,  if  the  firea  of  the  island  when  run  out 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  reimburse  to  the  United  States  the  expense 
of  the  survey  ;  but  since  the  above  letter  has  been  received,  each 
application,  whether  for  the  survey  of  an  island  or  for  the  correction 
of  erroneous  lines,  filed  here,  has  been  made  the  subject  of  a  special 
report  to  your  office.  Under  this  manner  of  proceeding,  one  island 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  opposite  the  town  of  Camanche,  Iowa,  has  been 
surveyed,  and  the  approved  plats  transmitted  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  citizens  residing  in  township  20  north,  range  1  east,  3d  principal 
meridian  in  Illinois,  having,  by  petition  to  this  office,  represented  that 
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on  account  of  errors  in  the  original  survey  of  that  township  they 
were  unable  to  identify  the  metes  and  bounds  of  their  lands,  and  that, 
in  consequence,  disputes  and  dissensions  were  constantly  springing  up 
amongst  them,  and  that  with  a  view  to  the  permanent  settlement  of 
difficulties  they  desired  that  a  retracement  of  their  lines  should  be 
made  under  the  directions  of  the  United  States,  I  requested  your 
authority  to  grant  the  petition  by  ordering  a  re-survey  of  so  much  of 
the  township  as  would  accomplish  the  object.  This  permission  being 
given,  the  execution  of  the  work  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Burnap,  an  old 
and  experienced  deputy  of  this  office,  whose  returns  were  found  to 
be  correct  and  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  owners  of  the  lands 
affected  by  his  lines. 

With  your  consent,  instructions  were  also  issued  for  the  correction 
of  certain  lines  in  township  3  south,  range  4  east,  3d  principal  me- 
ridian. The  deputy  to  whom  the  work  was  at  first  given  having 
been  prevented  by  domestic  afflictions  from  attending  to  it,  his 
instructions  were  transferred  to  Deputy  Burnap,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  the  field. 

The  survey  of  the  southern  tier  of  sections  in  township  58  north, 
range  25  west,  5  th  principal  meridian,  has  been  completed, and  approved 
plats,  showing  the  work,  transmitted,  as  promised  in  my  letter  of  the 
9th  ultimo,  in  answer  to  a  communication  from  you  on  the  subject. 

In  the  last  annual  report  reference  was  made  to  the  unsurveyed 
lands  of  the  southeastern  portion  of  this  State,  and  the  necessity  of 
their  survey  urged.  Since  that  time  your  office  has  instructed  me  to 
contract  for  the  survey  of  those  lands  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
proposed  to  you  by  the  Hon.  Samuel  Caruthers  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens  of  that  portion  of  the  State.  This  proposition  was,  that  the 
lands  should  be  surveyed  under  the  directions  of  the  department,  but 
that  the  United  States  should  not  be  required  to  pay  for  any  tracts, 
except  such  as  were  found  to  be  dry  and  fitted  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses ;  the  counties  in  which  the  lands  were  situated  agreeing  to  bear 
the  expenses  of  survey  of  all  the  tracts  that  are  wet  and  swampy,  and, 
as  such,  enure  to  the  State  of  Missouri  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  28th  September,  1850,  donating  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands.  In  the  instructions  from  you  on  this  subject,  I  was 
directed  also  to  have  an  examination  made  of  the  surveys  that  had 
been  executed  under  the  authority  of  the  counties,  and,  where  possi- 
ble, that  such  work  should  be  received  and  adopted  as  to  the  true 
survey  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  the  reception  of  these  instructions,  steps  were  immediately 
taken  for  carrying  them  out.  A  contract  was  entered  into  with  John 
Lampton,  esq.,  an  experienced  and  energetic  deputy,  who  at  once  re- 
paired to  the  field.  His  first  operations  were  confined  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  survey  of  the  five  townships  that  had  been  run  out  by 
Benjamin  Stewart,  under  the  directions  of  the  authorities  of  Pemiscot 
county.  Mr.  Lampton's  returns  of  this  branch  of  his  contract  have 
been  filed  here,  and  correct  plats  of  two  of  the  townships  constructed 
and  transmitted  to  your  office.  In  the  field  notes  of  tne  remaining 
three  townships  were  found  a  few  omissions  of  connexions  with  ad- 
joining  lines,  which  prevent  the  completion  of  the  plats.     Of  these 
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omissions  the  deputy  has  been  advised,  and  as  he  is  now  on  the 
ground,  it  is  presumed  that  they  will  be  soon  supplied. 

III.  Swamp  land  donated  by  the  ad  of  1850. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March  last,  confirming  to  the  States  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  within  their  limits  that  had  been  selected 
and  reported  to  this  oflSce  prior  to  that  time,  put  an  end  to  the  sys- 
tem of  contests  that  were  referred  to  in  my  last  report.  The  work 
under  this  head  has  therefore  been  confined  to  acting  upon  and  tran- 
scribing for  transmission  the  numerous  lists  sent  in  by  the  agents  of 
diflferent  counties.  Previous  to  the  passage  of  the  above  mentioned 
act  1  had  prepared  and  certified  to  you  lists  of  swamp  lands  in  Mis- 
souri, as  follows : 

Four  lists  from  the  district  of  Springfield,  embracing  547,535.14  acres. 
One  list  from  the  district  of  Warsaw,  embracing....      4,226.70     " 

Making  a  total  of. 551,761.84     " 

For  the  State  of  Illinois  no  selections  were  received  during  that 
period.  Since  the  passage  of  that  act  the  number  of  list^  sent  in  have 
greatly  increased.  In  1854  I  was  instructed  that  the  descriptions  of 
soil  contained  in  the  original  field  notes  were  not  to  be  considered 
jmal  as  against  the  States;  but  that  I  should  receive  and  consider  the 
evidence  which  the  State  authorities  might  produce  in  favor  of  their 
selections,  and  that  wherever  by  such  evidence  the  lands  were  shown 
to  be  wet,  swampy,  or  overfiowed,  within  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
they  should  be  approved  to  the  States,  regardless  of  any  contrary  de- 
scription of  the  character  of  such  lands  that  might  be  given  by  the 
field  notes.  The  efiect  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  in  connexion  with  the 
above  instructions,  was  virtually  to  remove  from  the  executive  depart- 
ment all  control  over  the  agents  of  the  States  in  making  their  selec- 
tions. Wherever  the  lists  transmitted  to  this  office  contained  evidence 
that  the  lands  therein  reported  were  within  the  meaning  of  the  grant, 
I  could  not  du  otherwise  than  report  them  to  you.  The  manner  in 
which  these  selections  were  being  made  formed  the  subject  of  a  special 
report  from  this  office.  In  answer  thereto  I  was  directed  to  again 
compare  the  agent's  selections  with  the  original  plats  and  field  notes, 
and  from  such  comparison  prepare  two  lists,  one  showing  the  lands 
which,  according  to  the  above  evidences,  were  truly  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  act,  and  the  other  to  embrace  the  tracts  that  were  of  a 
contrary  character.  Both  lists  were  then  to  be  transmitted  to  you 
for  consideration.  Under  this  instruction  six  lists  of  selections  have 
been  examined.  They  embrace  an  aggregate  of  258,715.92  acres, 
and  of  this  quantity  there  are  only  3,869.52  acres  that  are  described 
by  the  field  notes  as  being  within  the  meaning  of  the  swamp  grant. 
Eight  other  lists,  recently  received  from  the  counties,  are  now  being 
examined;  they  embrace  about  400,000  acres,  and  are  found  to  con- 
tain even  a  greater  proportion  of  dry  land  than  those  already  com- 
pared.    These  selections  are  all  in  Missouri. 


8ECBETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR  151 

In  addition  to  the  lists  already  enumerated  I  have  prepared  and 
transmitted  a  list  for  the  Jackson  district,  embracing  42,266.60  acres, 
being  the  entire  area  of  two  townships  in  the  southeastern  portion  of 
the  State,  lately  surveyed  under  the  proposition  of  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Caruthers,  to  whicH  reference  was  made  in  the  second  heading  of  this 
report. 

It  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  bring  to  a  close  the  work 
under  this  head  without  special  and  direct  legislation  to  that  end. 
None  of  the  acts  prescribe  any  limits  of  time  in  which  the  States  may 
avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  original  grant.  This  office 
is  instructed  to  receive  and  consider  all  selections  that  may  be  reported 
to  it  in  due  form  ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  such  reports  being 
made  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time  to  come. 

IV.    Survey  of  tovms  and  viUagea  in  Missouri  named  in  the  ads  of 
13(h  June,  1812,  and  26^A  May,  1824. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  recorded  and  transcribed  for  return 
to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  plats  and  descriptions  of  surveys  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  confirmations  to  lots  within  St.  Louis  ;  and 
of  one  hundred  private  confirmed  claims  to  lands  within  and  adjoin- 
ing the  town  of  St.  Charles.  I  have  also  had  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  proper  authorities  plats  and  descriptions  of  fifty-four 
tracts  or  parcels  of  land  that  have  been  designated  and  set  apart  to 
the  town  of  St.  Charles  for  the  support  of  schools  therein,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  acts  named  in  this  heading.  This  action  in 
and  about  closes  the  assignments  of  school  lands.  All  the  tracts  of 
land  belonging  to  the  several  towns  and  villages  named  in  the  afore- 
said acts,  which  the  records  show  were  **not  rightfully  owned  or 
claimed  by  any  private  individual"  on  the  13th  June,  1812,  have 
been  surveyed  and  set  apart  to  the  use  of  schools,  as  directed  by  the 
act  of  1824.  In  this  city,  however,  there  are  two  cases  still  pending  : 
one  of  an  erroneous  and  unauthorized  survey  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
annul,  and  which  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  ;  and  the  other  of  an  application  from  the 
president  and  attorney  of  the  board  of  public  schools  to  have  desig- 
nated and  set  apart,  for  the  support  of  said  schools,  certain  parcels  of 
land  that  are  situated  within  the  limits  of  grants  to  individuals  by 
the  authorities  of  the  Spanish  government,  and  confirmed  to  those  in- 
dividuals by  the  act  of  Congress  of  4th  July,  1836  ;  and  which  appli- 
cations I  refused  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  report  on  the  subject  of 
2d  June  last,  transmitting  the  appeal  of  the  schools  from  my  decision. 

As  the  work  under  this  head  during  the  next  year  will  be  confined 
to  the  termination  of  the  records  of  surveys  within  St.  Louis  and  St. 
Charles,  no  appropriation  of  funds  is  deemed  necessary.  The  item  is, 
therefore,  omitted  in  the  estimates  of  funds  accompanying  this  report. 

V.  Becords  of  land  titles  under  the  ad  of  I2th  June,  1840. 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions  of  6th  January  last,  the  whole  of  the 
available  force  of  the  office  was  detailed  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
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the  records  relating  to  lands  in  Illinois,  so  that  thej  may  be  ready  for 
delivery  to  the  authorities  of  that  State  by  the  30th  of  June. 

The  letters  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
the  surveyor  general,  relating  to  lands  in  Illinois,  were  recorded, 
compared,  corrected,  durably  bound,  and  indexed. 

The  records  of  the  Illinois  township  plats  were  compared  with  the 
originals,  the  certificates  to  them  written,  and  the  whole  work  on 
them  completed.  The  records  of  the  field  notes  of  the  State  were  also 
thoroughly  examined.  It  was  found  that  parts  of  many  townships  had 
been  omitted  in  records  formerly  made,  or  mislaid  since  that  time. 
Indexes  were  discovered  to  have  been  erroneously  made,  and  whole 
volumes  wrongly  bound.  These  errors  were  corrected,  the  omissions 
supplied,  and  the  whole  of  the  records  completed,  and  bound  in  vol- 
umes for  transmission  to  the  State  authorities.  A  general  index,  on 
a  diagram  of  the  State^  showing  the  number  of  the  volume  in  which 
the  field  notes,  both  original  and  recorded,  are  to  be  found  was  pre- 
pared. A  similar  index  to  the  original  and  records  of  township  plats 
was  also  made.  The  field  notes  of  recent  surveys  and  resurveys  have 
been  recorded,  indexed  and  bound,  in  their  proper  places.  The  re- 
cords relating  to  Illinois,  with  the  exception  of  private  claims,  may 
be  considered  as  in  a  condition  to  be  transferred  to  the  authorities  of 
that  State,  under  the  law.  Of  the  private  surveys,  plats  and  descrip- 
tions of  three  hundred  and  forty-nine  have  been  made,  recorded  and 
indexed  during  the  year.  There  remains  to  be  made  the  plats  and 
descriptions  of  twenty-three  surveys  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  and 
of  one  hundred  and  nine  surveys  in  the  district  of  Vincennes.  The 
exhibits  of  private  claims  have  kept  pace  with  the  records  of  the  sur- 
veys. It  cannot  well  precede  the  record  and  secure  the  correctness  so 
necessary  to  the  work.  Those  for  the  Indian  reservations,  and  lots 
in  the  village  of  Peoria  have  been  completed.  The  legislature  of 
Illinois  have  not  as  yet  made  arrangements  for  the  reception  and  pro- 
per disposition  of  the  archives  to  be  transferred  by  this  office,  as  re- 
Juired  by  the  act  of  22d  January,  1853,  amendatory  to  the  act  of  12th 
une,  1840.  The  attention  of  the  proper  officers  of  that  State  has 
been  called  to  the  subject,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  necessary  law 
will  be  enacted  at  the  next  session  of  their  general  assembly. 

In  addition  to  the  work  already  enumerated,  there  have  been  re- 
corded five  volumes  folio  post  paper,  containing  the  letters  from  the 
General  Land  Office  to  the  surveyor  general  from  1833  to  1856.  By 
the  accompanying  statement  **  C  "  you  will  see  that  thirteen  town- 
ship plats  (five  in  Illinois  and  eight  in  Missouri)  have  been  record- 
ed or  constructed  ;  and  that  forty-two  plats  of  townships  (eight  in 
Illinois  and  thirty-four  in  Missouri)  have  been  copied  either  for  the 
General  Land  Office  or  for  the  use  of  registers,  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  that  have  been  worn  out  and  defaced  by  long  use  ;  ma- 
king an  aggregate  of  fifty-four  plats. 

VI.  MiaceUaneous  Work. 

The  field  notes  of  recent  surveys  and  resurveys  h.ave  been  tran»- 
scribed  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of  government. 
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The  accounts  of  the  office  have  been  recorded  up  to  and  including 
the  second  quarter.  Those  for  the  third  quarter  are  awaiting  to  be 
adjusted  by  the  department. 

The  record  of  letters  and  public  notices  from  the  office  embrace  six 
hundred  and  sixty-five  pages  of  letter  paper. 

Descriptive  lists  of  corners  established  by  recent  and  resurveys 
have  been  sent  to  the  registers  of  the  proper  aistrict. 

Plats  of  seven  islands  lately  surveyed  have  been  sent  to  your  office 
and  to  the  registers.  Copies  of  forty-one  township  plats  have  been 
furnished  to  the  register  of  St.  Louis,  upon  his  order  therefor.  In 
pursuance  of  your  instructions,  I  had  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the 
surveyor  general  for  Kansas  and  Nebraska  plats  and  descriptions  of 
comers  along  and  adjoining  the  Missouri  river,  extending  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Kansas  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Iowa, 
so  that  the  surveys  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  might  be  properly  con- 
nected with  the  existing  surveys  in  this  State. 

The  plats  and  descriptions  of  twenty-eight  surveys  of  Indian  reser- 
vations in  Illinois  were  transmitted  to  your  office. 

The  survey  of  the  location  under  a  New  Madrid  certificate,  No.  284, 
was  made,  approved  and  recorded,  in  pursuance  of  an  application  of 
the  owners  thereof.  As  promised  in  my  last  report,  the  survey  of 
unsurveyed  New  Madrid  locations  formed  the  subject  of  a  special  com- 
munication from  this  office.  In  that  communication  I  suggested  the 
propriety  of  having  such  surveys  made  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  view  to  finally  closing  the  action  of  the  executive  de- 
partment on  them.  Your  answer  was,  that  you  did  not  feel  author- 
ised to  order  the  surveys  at  the  cost  of  the  government,  but  that  I 
should  designate,  as  near  as  possible,  the  position  of  each  claim  on 
the  township  plats,  and  there  let  the  matter  rest.  As  this  designa- 
tion had  already  been  made,  there  remains  nothing  for  me  to  do,  ex- 
cept await  until  such  times  as  the  claimants  may  see  proper  to  apply 
for  the  survey  of  their  lands. 

There  were  issued  during  the  year  thirteen  certificates  (Nos.  24  to 
36)  of  purchase  of  land  by  registers.  These  purchases  are,  in  each 
instance,  noted  on  the  township  plats.  Two  certificates  of  relocation 
for  valid  interferences,  with  confirmations  by  the  act  of  1836,  have 
been  issued,  and  six  have  been  delivered  to  the  claimants. 

I  have  also  received  from  you  and  delivered  to  the  proper  owners 
four  special  certificates  of  new  locations,  issued  by  your  office  in  pur- 
suance of  acts  passed  at  the  last  session  for  the  relief  of  individuals. 

There  were  platted,  transcribed  and  recorded,  of  private  surveys  of 
all  descriptions,  six  hundred  and  forty-one  ;  of  these,  three  hundred 
and  forty-nine  were  in  Illinois,  and  of  the  others  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  were  of  confirmations  to  town  or  village  lots,  four  of  the 
general  series  of  surveys  in  Missouri,  and  fifty-four  were  assignments 
to  schools  under  the  acts  of  1812  and  1824. 

Plats  and  transcripts  of  private  surveys  were  returned  to  the  re- 
corder, viz  :  of  the  general  series  thirteen,  and  of  town  and  village 
lots  ninety-two. 

Under  your  instructions  I  had  made  a  survey  of  the  tract  of  Iwad. 
at  the  southern  portion  of  this  city,  known  aa  t\ie  le^^T-^^AARTCL  ^^x  ^ 
marine  hospital  and  powder  magaziney  for  the  purpose  o^  co\i%Vi\ve!C\\i% 
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a  diagram  thereof  that  would  indicate  the  portion  of  that  tract  which 
was  claimed  by  the  public  schools  of  this  city  as  having  been  vacant 
land  in  1812.  This  diagram  was  prepared  and  transmitted  to  yon, 
together  with  a  report  of  such  tacts  bearing  on  the  question  as  are  to 
be  found  of  record  in  this  office  and  in  that  of  the  recorder  of  land 
titles.  The  answer  to  that  report  is  an  order  from  your  office  to 
designate  and  set  apart  a  certain  portion  of  the  tract  for  the  support 
of  the  schools,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  relating  thereto.  The  order  is  but  just  received  ;  it  will  be 
carried  out  at  once. 

The  surveys  in  the  Grande  Prairie  and  Cul  de  Sac  common  fields, 
that  were  executed  by  Wm.  H.  Cozzens,  esq.,  have  been  recorded  and 
returned  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  in  pursuance  of  the  decision  of 
the  department. 

VII.  Estimate  of  funds  needed  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1869. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  closing  of  the  office  by  turning  over  its 
archives  to  the  State's  authorities,  under  the  act  of  12th  June,  1840, 
the  amount  of  estimates  is  considerably  lower  than  in  former  years, 
and  the  items  confined  to  the  salary  of  the  surveyor  general,  the 
salaries  of  clerks,  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  office.  The 
former  appropriations  for  surveys  of  erroneous  and  defective  lines  and 
for  terminating  the  record  of  the  surveys  of  village  and  town  lots 
not  being  exhausted,  are  deemed  sufficient  to  bring  these  branches  of 
the  service  to  an  end. 

I  have  attempted  to  forward  the  business  of  the  office  so  as  to  have 
the  records  ready  for  delivery  at  the  times  fixed  by  your  instructions— 
that  is,  those  for  Illinois  on  the  30th  June  past,  and  for  Missouri  one 
year  later — but  have  been  unable  to  accomplish  the  desired  purpose 
for  many  reasons.  Among  these  are :  the  record  of  Illinois  private 
land  claims  that  had  not  been  contemplated,  but  after  examination 
was  deemed  absolutely  necessary  for  a  proper  understanding  of  their 
condition;  the  new  and  vexatious  cases  raised  on  account  of  the  claims 
of  the  St.  Louis  schools  to  lands  within  the  general  survey  of  the 
city ;  the  unexpected  labor  in  swamp  lands  ;  the  record  of  the  remain- 
ing private  surveys  in  Missouri,  which  has  become  tedious,  because 
nearly  all  of  these  remaining  surveys  are  burdened  with  interferences, 
and  their  final  disposition  was,  on  that  account,  delayed  to  the  present 
time,  when  the  difficulties  must  be  overcome ;  the  surveys  in  south- 
east Missouri,  the  instructions  for  which  are  subsequent  to  those  for 
closing  the  office ;  and  the  examination  of  the  records  with  the  origi- 
nals, the  necessary  references  to  both  in  order  to  make  them  agree 
and  to  insure  their  correctness.  To  these  causes  are  to  be  added  a 
considerable  amount  of  labor  which  can  hardly  be  enumerated,  but 
yet  has  to  be  performed,  and  which  could  not  have  been  estimated 
when  the  time  for  said  closing  was  determined. 

Under  the  circumstances,  therefore,  I  respectfully  request  that  the 
estimates  be  recommended  to  Congress,  in  view  of  their  being  even- 
tually necessary  to  complete  the  business  of  this  land  district.  In  the 
meantime  I  shall  continue  to  urge  its  business  to  as  speedy  termina- 
tion as  the  work  already  on  hand,  and  the  unlooked-for  work  that  may 
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fltill  be  found,  will  permit.     These  estimates  were  included  in  my  com- 
munication of  the  19th  September  last,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
enclosed,  marked  "B." 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  LOUGHBOROUGH,  Surveyor  General. 
Hon.  T.  A.  Hendricks, 

Commiasioner  Genercd  Land  Office^  Washington,  D.  G. 


General  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  by  the  surveyor  general 
of  Illinois  and  Missouri  of  the  public  funds  allowed  for  the  several 
services  of  his  office  since  the  20th  October^  1856,  the  date  of  his  last 
annual  report,  viz: 

A.— Appropriations  of  $5,820,  of  August  18,  1856,  and  March  3^ 
1857,  for  compensation  to  the  surveyor  general  and  his  clerks,  and  ap- 
portionments of  $4,000,  of  August  25,  1856,  and  June  12,  1857,  for 
compensation  to  extra  clerks,  out  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object 
in  the  acts  of  August  18,  1856,  and  March  3,  1857. 
Cash  received  from  treasurer  during  4th  quarter  1856  $2,455  00 
Do.  do.  1st  quarter  1857  2,455  00 

Do.  do.  2d   quarter  1857  2,455  00 

Do.  do.  3d   quarter  1867  2,255  00 

9,620  00 
Balance  due  surveyor  general  October  20, 1856..       $24  78 

Expended  during  the  4th  qr.  1857 2,236  50 

Do.  do.  1st  qr.  1857 2,301  54 

Do.  do.  2d   qr.  1857 2,402  36 

Do.  do.  3d   qr.  1857 2,375  96 

9,341  14 

Balance  due  the  United  States  October  20, 1857 278  86 

B. — Appropriation  for  the  survey  of  towns 
and  villages  in  Missouri,  named  in  the  acts  of 
June  13,  1812,  and  May  26,  1824. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  Oc- 
tober 20,  1856 $296  79 

Cash  received  of  treasurer  during 
Ist  quarter  1857 700  00 

Cash  received  of  treasurer  during 
3d  quarter  1857 300  00 


Expended  during  the  4th  qr. 
Do.  do.  1st  qr. 

Do.  do.  2d    qr. 

Do.  do.  3d   qr. 


1856 

238  62 

1857 

284  00 

1857 

248  43 

1857 

148  92 

|1,296  79 


919  97 


Balance  due  the  United€tate8  October  20,  1  57 376  82 
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C. — Apportionments  of  |2,B00,  of  August  25, 
1856,  and  June  12, 1857,  to  meet  the  incidental 
expenses  of  the  surveyor  general's  oflSce. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  Oc- 
tober 20,  1856 $779  84 

Cash  received  from  treasurer  during 
4th  quarter  1856 625  00 

Cash  receivedfrom  treasurer  during 

Ist  quarter  1857 625  00 

Expended  during  the  4th  qr.  1856  520  35 

Do.  do.  Ist  qr.  1857  617  69 

Do.  do.  2d   qr.  1857  381  10 

Do.  do.  3d   qr.  1857  461  22 


$2,029  84 


1,980  36 


Balance  due  the  United  8tates  October  20,  1857 |49  48 

D. — Appointment  of  |6,000,  of  August  25, 
1856,  and  $4,000,  of  June  12, 1857,  to  complete 
the  record  of  land  titles  in  the  district  as  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  June  12,  1840. 

Balance  due  the  United  States  Oc- 
tober 20,  1856 |16  95 

Cash  received  of  treasurer  during 
4th  quarter  1856 1,500  00 

Cash  received  of  treasurer  during 

Ist  quarter  1857 1,500  00 

Cash  received  of  treasurer  during 

2d  quarter  1857 800  00 

Cash  received  of  treasurer  during 

3d  quarter  1857 1,000  00 

|4,816  95 

Expended  during  the  4th  qr.  1856       1,115  63 

Do.  do.  1st  qr.  1857       1,146  71 

Do.  do.  2d   qr.  1857      1,275  81 

Do.  do.  3d    qr.  1857  896  70 

4,434  85 


Balance  due  the  United  States  October  20,  1857 382  10 

Aggregate  balance  due  the  United  States  October  20,  1857     1,087  26 


JNO.  LOUGHBOKOUGH, 

Surveyor'  General. 

Office  of  thb  Surveyor  General  for  Illinois  and  Missouri^ 
St.  Louis,  October  20,  1857. 
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SuRVKYOR  General's  Office, 
St.  Louis,  September  19,  1867. 

Sir  :  In  complianoe  with  the  iastruction  of  the  9th  May  last,  I 
herewith  submit  the  following  estimates  of  the  funds  that  will  be 
needed  for  the  service  of  this  district  during  the  fiscal  year,  from  the 
1st  July,  1858,  to  the  30th  June,  1859  : 

Item  No.  1.  For  salary  of  surveyor  general |2,000  00 

2.  For  salary ofclerks,a8peractof  9th May,  1836,     3,820  00 

3.  For  extra  clerks  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 

item  No.  2 4,000  00 

4.  For  terminating  the  records  of  land  titles  of 

the  district 4,000  00 

5.  For  incidental  expenses 2,500  00 

16,320  00 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  &c., 

JOHN  LOUGHBOROUGH, 

Surveyor  General, 
Hon.  Tflos.  A.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  of  t/ie  General  Land  Office. 
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C. 

Statement  showing  the  pUUa  of  toumahipa  which  have  been  recorded  or 
constructed  between  the  20th  October ,  1856,  and  the  above  date^  and 
the  number  of  plais  of  townships  which  have  been  copied  for  the  use  of 
the  local  and  general  land  offices. 


Townships. 

Range. 

Meridian. 

Recorded  or 
oonstmcted. 

^Copied. 

IH  ILLUIOIB. 

10  and  11  8 

SW 

2W 

1  E 

Fonrth 

-..do 

Third 

2 
2 

1 

% 

10  and  11  8 

4 

20  N 

% 

Total 

6 

g 

5E 

7  and 8  E... 
7  E 

HE 

12  E 

7E 

IE 

8and9E-.- 
4  and  6  E.- 

1  E 

2E 

SE 

7  and  8  W- 
7  W 

Fifth 

DTMUBOUBI. 

29  N 

1 

SO  N 

..-.do 

....do 

...-do 

.—do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do...... 

....do 

—do 

....do 

....do 

....do...... 

2 

3 

2 

1 

SO  N 

16,  17,  and  18  N 

16  and  17  N 

Part  of  45  N 

Part  of  60  N 

S8  N 

40  N      

48  N      

46  N 

41 N          

S8  and  39  N....- ---- 

43  N 

Total 

8 

S3 

RECAPITULAnON. 


Recorded  or 
constmcted. 

Copied. 

Ulinote 

6 
8 

S 
S3 

Ml«nnrf            , , 

Recorded  or  constructed..-...-...------............ 

13 

41 
IS 

54 

8URTKT0B  Oehiral's  OmoB, 

Si,  Louii,  Odobir  20,  1867. 


JNO.  LOUGHBOBOUGH,  Swve^  GtnmU. 
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arkansas. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas^  September  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  9th  May  last,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  in  triplicate  my  annual  report,  exhibiting,  by 
the  accompanying  documents,  (No.  1  to  No.  T,)  the  progress  of  sur- 
veying and  office  operations  since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report : 
Fiddwork, — The  operations  under  this  head  have  been  limited. 
Adhering  to  the  tenor  of  your  instructions,  officially  communicated  to 
this  office  on  the  IJth  February,  1856,  no  contracts  for  the  resurvey 
or  rutracement  of  detached  erroneous  or  fraudulent  townships  have 
been  entered  into  subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  that  letter. 

The  contract  of  Mr.  James  A.  Martin,  of  30th  May,  1855,  has  been 
completed,  field  notes  returned  to  this  office,  examined  and  approved, 
and  account  forwarded  to  General  Land  Office,  and  paid  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  States,  as  per  voucher  No.  2,  2d  quarter,  1867. 
The  contract  of  Mr.  C.  Langtree,  of  February  25,  1856,  which  was 
withheld  in  consequence  of  the  communication  of  the  11th  February, 
1856,  above  alluded  to,  was  subsequently  sanctioned  by  you  under 
date  of  February  25,  1857,  with  the  exception  of  three  townships, 
which  were  relinquished  by  Mr.  Langtree.  Under  this  contract,  town- 
ships 1  north,  range  14  west,  and  8  and  10  south,  range  15  west,  have 
been  executed ;  field  notes  returned,  examined  and  approved  ;  plats 
forwarded  to  General  Land  Office,  and  account  for  the  same  ad- 
justed at  the  Treasury  Department.  Mr.  Langtree,  who  only  inter- 
mitted his  operations  during  the  sultry  summer  weather,  will  resume 
his  operations  in  the  fall,  and  not  desist  until  the  contract  is  finally 
closed. 

The  resurvey  of  the  south  boundary  of  township  7  north,  range  1 
west,  executed  by  Mr.  McPherson,in  his  resurvey  of  township  6  north, 
range  1  west,  under  his  contract  of  September  25,  1855,  necessitated 
the  correction  of  a  few  lines  in  township  7  north,  range  1  west ;  a 
reference  to  the  old  plat  of  that  township  on  file  in  your  office,  and 
the  new  one  forwarded  on  the  9th  September,  with  his  acco^it  for  that 
work,  will  show  the  necessity  of  completing  the  extension  of  the  sec- 
tion lines  to  the  south  boundary  of  said  township. 

Verbal  reports  having  been  made  to  me  that  county  surveyors  and 
others  were  unable  to  trace  out  and  mark  on  the  ground  the  tracts  of 
land  in  section  5,  township  14  north,  range  2  west,  I  instructed  Mr. 
McPherson,  under  date  of  October  20, 1866,  to  proceed  and  examine 
into  the  true  state  of  the  case.  The  original  survey  of  that  township 
was  made  by  Charles  H.  Pelham,  deputy  surveyor,  the  fraudulent 
nature  of  whose  work  has  heretofore  been  presented  to  the  department. 
The  plat  of  said  section,  or  so  much  thereof  as  was  surveyed  by  Mr. 
McPherson,  which  was  forwarded  with  the  field  notes  and  accounts  on 
the  9th  September  last,  when  compared  with  that  of  Pelham's  survey, 
as  shown  oy  the  official  map  of  township  14  north,  range  2  west, 
shows  a  state  of  things  wholly  fraudulent  and  erroneous.  The  mouth 
of  Strawberry  river,  claimed  under  an  erroneous  entry,  is  removed 
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several  hundred  yards  from  the  position  assigned  to  it  by  that  map, 
and  a  bend  of  White  river,  which  on  the  old  map  is  intersected  by 
the  township  line,  Mr.  McPherson  finds  15  chains  south  of  it.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  strongly  recommend  a  resurvey  of  the  entire 
township. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  three  townships  pointed  out  to 
the  notice  of  this  ofBce  by  Mr.  Bryce  Byrne,  county  surveyor  of  Car- 
roll county,  as  grossly  fraudulent,  and  whose  letter  setting  forth  the 
facts  was  appended  to  my  last  annual  report,  marked  I. 

The  hardy  and  industrious  citizens  of  that  remote  region  of  country 
have  no  redress  for  these  evils  but  in  the  timely  action  of  your  de- 
partment. 

The  townships  alluded  to  and  of  which  he  complains  are  township 
17  north,  range  20  west ;  township  18  north,  range  19  west ;  and 
township  18  north,  range  20  west. 

Township  2  south,  range  9  west,  which  was  resurvey ed  bj  Mr. 
James  S.  Garretson  under  his  contract  of  18th  September,  1854,  and 
paid  for  by  the  Treasury  Department,  but  which  survey  was  not  ap- 
proved by  the  General  Lana  Office  for  special  reasons  set  forth,  from 
this  office,  has  not  yet  been  put  under  contract  for  the  retracement  of 
the  old  lines  by  the  original  surveyor,  Sanders. 

Tour  instructions  of  October  22,  1856,  authorized  me  to  have  it 
"  retraced,  if  practicable."  But  Mr.  Garretson  was  unwilling  to  un- 
dertake it  at  the  usual  prices,  as  all  the  lines  and  corners,  other  than 
Sanders',  must,  on  a  retracement,  be  obliterated — a  work  in  itself 
nearly  as  heavy  as  the  retracement.  To  close  this  matter,  therefore, 
I  would  recommend  that  the  price  be  advanced  to  $8  per  mile,  at 
which  sum  it  will  doubtless  be  contracted  for. 

Immediately  on  receijpt  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  June  last,  in 
which  the  instructions  of  the  department  were  given  in  regard  to  the 
mode  of  applying  for  the  resurvey  of  the  public  lands,  I  caused  a  cir- 
cular embracing  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  communication  to 
be  forwarded  to  each  county  surveyor  in  the  State,  in  order  that  the 
proper  information  relative  to  this  important  subject  might  be  readily 
obtained  by  those  officers  and  others  interested,  and  this  office  re- 
lieved from  answering  the  repeated  inquiries  made  by  them.  For 
copy  of  circular,  see  document  marked  No.  4. 

Office  work, — Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  the  clerical 
force  of  this  office  has  been  actively  engaged  in  prosecuting  the  mis- 
cellaneous duties  required  of  them  in  carrying  out  the  intentions  of 
the  dej)artment  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  public  business  in 
this  office. 

The  different  tables  annexed  to  and  accompanying  this  report  will 
exhibit  in  detail  the  amount  of  business  executed  during  the  year. 
There  has  been  recorded  on  our  books  323  letters  ;  of  which  number 
185  have  been  received  at  the  office,  and  138  sent  from  it,  being  a 
total  of  letters  written  and  recorded  of  461. 

Of  maps  reconstructed  from  the  original  field  notes  and  from  notes  of 
retracement  or  resurvey s,  there  has  been  made  a  total  of  105,  including 
those  sent  to  the  General  Land  Office,  as  well  as  those  forwarded  to 
the  district  land  offices.    The  work  of  reconstructing  the  old  and  de- 
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fitced  maps  of  this  office  will  be  steadily  prosecated  during  the  en- 
suing year. 

Table  marked  No,  3  shows  the  proportion  made  for  each  office,  and 
also  those  retained  in  this  office 

The  transcript  of  field  notes  for  transfer  to  the  State  under  act  of 
12th  June,  1840,  has  progressed  steadily  during  the  entire  year,  and 
that  work  is  now  nearly  closed.  The  services  of  two  clerks  are  con- 
stantly engaged  in  paging,  indexing,  and  arranging  these  record* 
preparatory  to  binding.  A  reference  to  table  marked  No.  5,  con- 
veniently arranged  in  the  numerical  order  of  townships  and  ranges, 
will  show  that  during  the  year  one  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-one  words  (1,831,981)  have 
been  copied  or  recorded  for  the  purposes  of  transfer. 

Table  marked  No.  1  exhibits  the  8ubdivi«ions  and  boundaries,  also 
arranged  in  order,  which  have  been  transcribed  for  transmission  to 
the  General  Land  Office,  It  will  there  be  seen  that  one  million  two 
hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
(1,295,3G8)  word«  have  been  copied  from  the  original  field  notes,  and 
four  volumes  of  said  transcripts,  properly  paged  and  indexed,  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

There  has  also,  during  the  year,  been  forwarded  to  the  several  dis- 
trict land  offices,  upon  the  requisitions  of  the  registers,  196  subdivi- 
sional  diagrams,  the  original  copy  of  each  being  filed  in  this  office 
and  a  duplicate  forwarded  to  Washington,  making  a  total  of  588  sub- 
divisional  diagrams  calculated  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  6th 
April,  1832.  A  reference  to  table  marked  No.  2  will  show  the  num- 
bers of  these  diagrams  arranged  in  numerical  order  of  townships  and 
ranges. 

Swamp  Lands  — The  governor  of  this  State  having  forwarded  to 
m0,  under  dates  of  11th  October  and  27th  December,  1856,  and  26th 
March,  1857,  the  reports  of  twenty-two  locating  agents  appointed  to 
select  '* swamp  and  overflowed  lands,*'  these  several  reports  were  care- 
fully examined  by  this  office,  the  character  of  the  tracts  embraced  in 
those  lists  tested  by  the  field  notes  and  other  evidences  on  file  in  this 
office,  and  the  results  exhibited  as  heretofore  in  separate  lists,  lettered 
E  and  C  No.  3  and  E  and  C  No,  4,  the  former  of  which  were  for- 
warded to  the  General  Land  Office  on  the  28th  January,  and  the  latter 
on  the  1st  September,  1857.  These  lists  exhibit  a  total  of  lands  re- 
commended for  confirmation  as  follows : 

In  the  Little  Rock  district 28,976.15  acre«. 

Champagnole  district 77,168.43  " 

Red  River  district 22,825.63  '' 

Johnson  C.  H.  district 5,663.07  '' 

Batesville  district 19,067.62  '' 

Helena  district 27,934.24  '' 

Fayetteville  district 2,567.43  '' 

Total 184,202.57     '' 

11 
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And  of  lands  certified  by  me  as  not  inuring  to  the  State,  bein^  con- 
tradicted in  their  character  by  the  field  notes  on  file  in  this  office  as 
** swamp  and  overflowed,"  and  embraced  in  lists  **C/'  there  were  for- 
warded as  follows  : 

In  the  Little  Rock  district 12,903.66  acres. 

Charapagnole  district 4,551.54  " 

Red  River  district 1,398.48  " 

Johnson  C.  H.  district 8,086.81  " 

Batesville  district 10,391.05  '' 

Helena  district 6,206.93  " 

Fayetteville  district 1,045.14  *' 


Total 43,983.61 


(( 


Taking  these  items  together,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  oflSce,  since 
ifhe  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  has  taken  final  action  upon,  and 
disposed  of,  tracts  amounting  to  228,185.57  acres.  Copies  of  all  these 
lists  were  promptly  forwarded  to  the  department  at  Washington,  and 
also  to  the  several  registers  of  the  district  land  offices. 

The  State  agents  are  yet  in  the  field  at  work  selecting  lands,  from 
whom  the  return  of  additional  lists  or  reports  may  soon  be  expected. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  have  copies  of  all  those  lists  of  **  swamp 
and  ovei flowed  lands,"  the  character  of  which  conflicted  with  the 
record  evidence  on  file  in  this  office,  transcribed  and  forwarded  to  the 
governor  of  the  State,  that  additional  evidence  on  the  part  of  the 
State  may  be  furnished  this  office  as  to  their  true  character. 

Under  instructions  from  your  office  of  July  1,  1856,  I  proceeded, 
on  the  29th  October  of  same  year,  to  take  the  evidence  of  H.  P.  Wal- 
worth and  others  in  regard  to  the  true  character  of  certain  lands  sit- 
uated in  townsphip  15  south,  range  1  east,  as  determined  by  the 
swamp  land  act  of  28th  September,  1850  ;  copies  of  the  evidence, 
affidavits,  certificates,  and  statements  laid  before  me  on  that  occasion, 
were  forwarded  to  the  department  on  the  29th  October,  1856. 

Statement  No.  6  is  the  estimate  of  funds  required  to  meet  the  dis- 
bursement of  this  office  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1859.  The 
appropriations  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1858,  are  deemed  amply 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expenditures  of  this  office  until  that  period ; 
and  the  estimate  made  up  to  the  30th  June,  1859,  includes  no  items 
other  than  that  made  for  the  salary  of  surveyor  general  and  four 
regular  clerks,  with  the  necessary  incidental  expenses.  It  is  con- 
sidered that  the  extra  work  on  which  job  clerks  have  usually  been 
employed  will  be  closed  at  the  end  of  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  leaving 
the  final  business  of  the  office  to  be  closed  by  the  labors  of  the  regular 
clerks,  whose  experience  and  skill  in  the  several  departments  of  labor 
may  be  relied  on  for  that  purpose. 

Whether  or  not  the  department  sees  proper  to  authorize  the  re- 
survey  of  the  fraudulent  work  in  this  State,  recommended  in  my  last 
annual  report,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  co-operate  with  it  in  any 
way  necessary  to  remedy  the  great  injury  to  which  this  State  of  Ar- 
kansas has  been  subjected  by  these  aggravated  evils.     Regions  of 
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conntry  hitherto  thinly  settled  are  now,  under  the  liberal  grants  of  the 
general  government,  becoming  populated  with  an  intelligent,  agricul- 
tural people ;  and  metes  and  bounds,  hitherto  unnoticed  and  unsought 
for,  are  now  subjected  to  close  and  rigid  examination.  This  results 
in  the  discovery  of  errors  in  the  measurement  of  lines  and  disagree- 
ments in  areas,  as  compared  with  the  quantity  found  on  the  ground 
with  that  shown  on  the  official  plat  of  entry. 

Complaints  made  to  me  will,  however,  be  forwarded  to  the  depart- 
ment for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  documents  appended  to,  and  forming 
part  of,  this  report : 

No.  1.  List  of  townships  and  boundaries,  the  field  notes  of  which 
have  been  transcribed  for  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office 
since  the  date  of  last  annual  report. 

No.  2.  List  of  diagrams  exhibiting  the  tracts  subdivided  into  40- 
acre  lots,  to  facilitate  entries  to  the  settlers,  under  act  of  Congress  of 
the  5th  April,  1832,  which  were  furnished  the  registers  of  land  offices 
upon  their  requisitions,  and  copies  of  the  same  sent  to  General  Land 
Office  during  the  year  ending  iiOth  September,  1857. 

No.  3.  List  of  maps  made  since  date  ot'last  annual  report  from  this 
office  and  sent  to  Commissioner  and  registers. 

No.  4.  Circular  to  county  surveyors  in  Arkansas. 

No.  5.  List  of  townships  and  boundaries,  the  field  notes  of  which 
have  been  transcribed  for  forming  records  in  volumes  for  transfer  to 
the  State  under  act  of  12th  June,  1840. 

No.  G.  Estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1859. 

No.  7.  Account  current  of  the  United  States  with  Henry  M.  Rector 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1857. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  RECTOR, 

Surveyor  General, 

Thos.  a.  Hendricks,  Esq., 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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No.  1. 

List  of  totonshtps  and  boundaries,  the  field  notes  of  which  have  beei 
transcribed  Jor  transmission  to  the  General  Land  Office  mnce  the  dati 
of  last  aunttal  report. 


Nature  of  tnmscripti. 


Retunrey  of— 

Subdivision 

Do 

Pt  ea«t  boundary.. 
Pt.  subdivision  . . . . 
East  boundary  . . . . 

Subdivision 

South  boundary  . . . 
P(.  east  boundary.. 

Do 

Subdivision  ...i.... 

Do 

South  boundary  ... 
East  boundary  . . . . 

Pt.  subdivision 

East  boundary  .... 
South  boundary  ... 

Subdivi««i«n 

Pt.  south  boundary 

East  boundary 

Pt.  south  boundary 
Pt.  east  boundary  . 
Subdivision 

Da 

Do 

East  boundary .... 

Subdivision 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary  ... 
East  boundary  .... 

Subdivision 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

East  boundary 

Do 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

Pt.  east  boundary  . 
Pt.  south  boundary 
Subdivision 

Do 

South  boundary  ... 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 


Situated  in— 

Township  of  the 

Range  of  the 

Remarkf. 

base  line. 

5tb  principal 
meridian. 

2  north 

1  west 

6. .do 

l.-do 

11. .do 

l..do 

9. .do 

]..do 

15..do 

l..do 

15. .do 

l..do 

16. .do 

l..do 

9. .do 

2. .do 

15. .do 

2. .do 

1.  do 

3.. do 

10. .do 

3.. do 

10. .do 

3. .do 

10. .do 

3. .do 

11. -do 

3. .do 

W.  of  White  riTer. 

11. .do 

3.. do 

ll..do 

3. .do 

12. .do 

3. .do 

12. .do 

3. .do 

12. .do 

3. .do. ...... 

13. .do 

3.. do 

l..do 

4. .do 

l..do 

4. .do 

12. .do 

4. .do 

N.  of  White  rirer. 

13.. do 

4. .do 

13. .do 

4. .do 

15. .do 

4. .do 

15. .do 

4. .do 

9. .do 

5. .do 

9. .do 

5. .do 

9. .do 

5. .do 

10. .do 

5.. do 

10. .do 

5. .do 

2. .do 

6. .do 

9. .do 

O..do 

10. .do 

6. .do 

20. .do 

6. .do 

20. .do 

6.. do 

20. .do 

6. .do 

21. .do 

6. .do 

2. .do 

7. .do. --.... 

11. .do 

7. .do 

11. .do 

7..  do 

a. .do 

7.. do 

13. .do 

7.. do 

N.  of  White  rirer 

14. .do 

7..do 
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Situated  in— 

Nature  of  trtagcripti. 

Township  of  th 
bate  line. 

\?   Range  of  the 
5th  priocipal 
meridian. 

Remarkt. 

E«sarvey  of— 

Soucii  boondnry  ..... ...... .... 

14  north  .... 

14. .do 

15. .do 

20. .do 

l-.do 

l..do 

l..do 

2. .do 

3. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

15. .do 

l..do 

2. .do 

2.. do 

l..do 

2. .do 

l..do 

I. .do 

I. .do 

2. .do 

2. .do 

2. .do 

3. .do 

l..do 

l..do 

I. .do 

2    do 

7  wett 

7. .do 

7.. do 

7. .do 

8.. do 

8.. do 

8. .do 

8.. do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8.  do 

.      8.. do 

9. .do 

.      9.. do 

9. .do 

.    10. .do 

10. .do 

11. .do 

11. .do 

.    11. .do 

.     II. .do 

11. .do 

H..do 

11. .do 

12. .do 

.     12. .do 

i  12. .do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

12.  do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

j  12. .do 

l2..do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

l3..do 

13.. do 

13.. do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

13.. do 

13..do 

East  bouodary  ...... .... ...... 

Sofitfa  boundary 

Pt.  east bouttdAry . ............. 

SubdWisioo ....... ...... ...... 

Bouth  boundary  . ...... .... .... 

Pu  east  bottfidary  ............. 

Subdivision  ....... ...... ...... 

Do 

Do 

N.  of  White  river. 

Pt.  east  bouedary..... 

Subdivisioa 

N.  of  White  river. 

Pt.  south  boundary  ......... 

Eaat  boundary 

Pt.  south  bouodary 

SttbdivisioB 

Do 

East  boundary 

BubdivisioQ  ................... 

Do 

Do 

South  boundary  ....... .... .... 

East  bouodary  ................ 

Subdivision 

South  bufindary  ......... ...... 

East  bouodary 

South  boundary 

KubdivisioD 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

East  boundary 

South  boundary 

2. .do 

2    do 

8ubdivii>ion 

3.. do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

4. .do 

5.. do 

5.. do 

5.. do 

6..do 

l..do 

2     do 

iSouth  boundary 

East  boundary 

8outh  boundary 

Subdivision  ....... ...... . 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

South  bouodary 

Kasl  bouodary  ............... 

Do 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

East  boundary * 

Subdivision 

3.. do 

3.. do 

3. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

5. .do 

5. .do 

5. .do 

South  bouodary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 
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No.  1 — Continued. 


Situated  in— 

Nature  of  tranioripU. 

Township  of  the 
baaeUne. 

Bange  of  the 
5ih  principal 
meridian. 

RemarkP. 

Betmrey  of— 

Pt.  lubdimion - 

3  north 

3. .do 

5. .do 

5. .do 

5. .do 

6. .do 

7. .do 

8.. do. ...... 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

1 ..do. ...... 

9. -do 

5. .do. ...... 

5. .do 

6.. do 

6. .do 

6. .do. ...... 

7. .do 

7.. do 

20.. do 

20. .do 

20.. do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

19. .do 

19. .do 

19. .do 

20. .do 

20.. do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

2. .do 

3.. do 

3.. do 

3.. do 

19. .do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

2. .do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

4. .do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

3..  do...... . 

3. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

14  west 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

15. .do 

15. .do 

15. .do 

16. .do 

16.. do 

16.. do 

16. .do 

16.. do 

16. .do 

16.. do 

16.. do 

16.. do 

20. .do 

20. .do 

20.. do 

20. .do 

20. .do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

22. .do 

22. .do 

22. .do 

22. .do 

22. .do 

22.  do 

22. .do 

23. .do 

23..^ 

23.. do 

23. .do 

24. .do 

24. .do 

1  east 

l..do 

l..do..... 

l..do 

N.  of  Arkaaaaa  riyer. 

£ast  boundanr  .••... ....  ...... 

Sabdimion 

Kast  boundary  ................ 

Pt.  Aouch  botiDdarv  ............ 

Do 

Do 

Do 

SubdWision 

S.  of  old  Cherokee  Un* 

South  bouDdary ............... 

East  boundary  .... ...... ...... 

Pt.  louth  boundary  ............ 

£aet  boundary  ....  .... .... .... 

Subdivision  ..... ......  ....  .... 

N.  of  Arkanaas  riv«. 

Pt.  east  boundary  ............. 

Subdivision  ..•....••....•••... 

S.ofold  Cherokee  line 

South  boundary...... ...... .... 

Bast  boundary  ...... ...... .... 

South  boundarr  ....... .... .... 

East  boundary 

Subdivision  ........... .... .... 

Smith  boundarv....  ...... ...... 

l>laBt  boiindanF ...... ...... .... 

Subdivision  ....... ......  ....... 

South  boundary  ...........  .... 

T*^fi«t:  boundary  ......  ......  .... 

Subdivision    ............  ...... 

Snulh  boundary  .....  .... ...... 

East  boundary  ...... .......... 

Subdivifrion  ................... 

East  boundary  ................ 

South  boundary  ............... 

Subdivision 

East  boundary ................ 

South  boundary  ........... .... 

Subdivision  . .... ...... .... .... 

Do 

South  boundary  . .... ....  ...... 

East  boundary ................ 

Do 

Do 

Di» 

Subdivision 

South  boundary  ............... 

Subdivision  ................... 

South  boundary  ............... 

Subdivision 

South  boundary  ............... 

Subdivii^ion  ................... 

South  boundary  ....... .... .... 

Do 

Subdivieion 
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• 

Situated  in— 

Nature  of  tranaoripta. 

Township  of  the 
base  line. 

Range  of  the 
5ih  principal 
meridian. 

Remark  a. 

Resurvey  of— 

Pc.  east  boundary ...... .... .... 

4  north 

5. .do 

5. .do 

6. .do 

11. .do 

11. .do 

IL.do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

13. .do 

H..do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

1  east 

l..do 

l..do. ...... 

1 ..do. ...... 

l..do 

l..do 

l..do 

l..do 

l..do 

l..do 

2.. do 

2. .do 

2. .do 

2.. do 

2. .do 

2. .do 

2. .do 

3.. do 

3.  do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

3. .do. ...... 

3. .do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

3. .do 

3.. do 

3.. do 

3. .do 

3. .do. ...... 

3. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

3  west 

3.. do 

3. .do 

3.. do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

5, .do 

6. .do 

6. .do 

7. .do. ..... 

7. .do 

«..do 

8. .do 

9. .do 

9. .do 

9. .do 

9. .do 

SubdiviMoa 

Pt.  south  boundary  ............ 

Do 

Subdmsion  .....  --.- . ...... 

South  boundanr  ... 

East  boundary  ................ 

Do 

Pt.  south  boundary  ...... ...... 

East  boundary •.-... 

Do 

Subdivision 

South  boundary  ............... 

Subdivision 

East  boundary  .......... ...... 

13. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

5. .do 

6. .do 

7. .do  .-   . 

South  boundary 

Do 

Pt.  east  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

8.. do 

8..do 

8. .do 

11. .do 

12. .do 

J2..do 

12. .do 

13.. do 

13.. do 

14. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

5. .do 

5. .do 

3  south 

4. .do 

5. .do 

6. .do 

5. .do 

6.. do 

4. .do 

l..do 

2. .do 

l..do 

2. .do 

l..do 

2. .do 

l..do 

l..do 

l..do 

2..do 

South  boundary 

Pt  flfiut  boundary ....  ».,-.- 

Subdivision 

Do 

South  boundary  ..... .... ...... 

East  boundary  .... ...... ...... 

South  boundary  ......... ...... 

Subdivision  ....... ...... ..... 

South  boundary 

East  boundary  ................ 

South  boundary 

Pt.  south  boundary 

Pt.  subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do:::::;:::::::::::::::: 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Pt.  east  boundary 

Subdivision  ................... 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary 

South  boundary 

Do 

\ 
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Nature  of  traiMcripti. 


Betorvej  of— 

8(>atb  houndarj 

East  boundary 

Pt.  BuMivisioB 

8«>utb  Wundarj 

Subdivi8)(tD 

BcHith  boundttry 

East  bouikdary 

Pi.  eaat  buuodary 

Di) 

8Bbdivi8»)ii  ........ 

South  boundary 

Ett«t  bouixlary 

SoMtli  bouiMJary 

Subdivishm 

Bixirii  bituDdarj 

East  b<»Dridiiry  ...... . 

Subdmaiiia 

Siifyh  boundary 

£a»t  boundary 

Pt.  east  bottndBi7 

Subdivh^tou 

South  b«»uadury 

Eti»t  bott»HHiy 

8(»uik  bitUBdary 

Enti  b*»mid.iry -. . 

Pi    ilubliiTi^i1lD 

South  himodary 

Subdivieiob 

8«Njtt»  b«»uiKlaiy 

E»N  biiundttry  

!).» - 

8nhdVv'>b)on —  ..— . . 

EtiMt  b*»uu(ltry  — 

Soutli  Uouhdary  . 

f>> 

Pt.  »uhdiv)sioB  — 

S<»utb  bouudary 

Eaat  boundary 

South  btmudnry 

East  boundary 

Sourb  boundary  .  ^ 

East  boundary 

S«bdivft>}iiu _ 

Do 

I>t> 

I>> 


Situated  i 


TowDthip  of  the 
bttae  line. 


aioutb 

3. .do... 

5..d«>... 
17. .do.. 
18. .do... 
18-. do... 
18.. do-.. 

I. .do.. 
18. .do.... 

3.. do.. 

3..do»... 

3.. do... 

4 . .  do. . . 

5. .do... 

5..di>... 

5..do. .. 

K.do.... 

I..di>.., 

I..di>.. 

2..dt>.. 

i>..A>... 

I..di>-.. 

K.da... 

a..A>... 

2..d.»... 

4..  do... 

f). .!?.».. 

6  „*>... 

6. .do... 

0..cA». .. 

2. .do... 

5..di>-.. 

6..d«>.. 

9. .do... 
10..do>.., 
ll..dk»-. 

7. .do... 

8.. do,.. 

8..di»... 
!()..*>... 
)0..do... 

H..di>.. 
13. -do... 
12. .do.. 

9..*».. 
10. .do.. 


I 


Surveyor  Gekeral's  Otfute, 

LUUe  Rock,  ArkaiuMs,  ikj^ttmltr  30,  1857. 


Range  ef  tlie  | 
5th  principal  ; 
meridiaD.       i 


9  west... 

9. .do 

I    9.. do 

I    9.. do.... 

j    9-do 

I    9. .do 

;    9. .do 

10. .do 

i  II). .do.... 

II. .do.... 

1 1. .do 

i  II. .do.... 
I  15..di>.... 
!  |o..«fe...- 

;  15. .do 

I  15. .d».... 

Ift..d.».... 

M>..dl>..-. 

I^..d».... 

Irt..d» 

I8..di> 

1  17. .do.... 
j  i7..di^. ... 
I  17..d#> 

17. .do.... 
!  I7..dte..-. 

l7..do.... 
'   I/. .do.... 

,   17 --.♦?•> 

I  I7..d.>.... 
j  18-.do. ... 
!  W„d.>.... 
I  H..do.... 
j  19.. do 

I9..di> 

19. .do 

;  20. .do.... 

'aM..di> 

21).^. do 

20. .do.... 
,  a)..dr> 

21. .do.... 
I  22. .*>.... 

23. .do 

I  *4i8..do...- 

28.. do. ... 


Renarka. 


H.  M.  RECTOR. 
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No.  2. 

List  of  diagrams  exhibiting  the  tracts  subdivided  into  40-acrc  hts,  tofon 
cilitate  entries  to  the  settlers  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  5, 
1832,  which  were  furnished  the  registers  of  land  offices  ^  upon  their  re- 
quisitions^ and  copies  of  the  same  sent  to  General  Land  Office^  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 

Tracts  of— 


Township  and  range. 


Township  14  north,  range  3  west. 

Do do 

Township  15  north,  range  4  west. 

Do do 

Township  17  north,  range  "2  west. 
Township  17  north,  range  4  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  18  north,  range  4  west. 
Township  17  north,  range  5  west. 

Do do*. 

Township  18  north,  range  5  west. 
Township  ]9  north,  range  5  west. 

Do do 

Township  20  north,  range  5  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  21  north,  range  5  west. 

Do do 

Township  18  north,  range  6  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  12  north,  range  6  west. 
Tonnship  15  north,  range  7  west. 
Township  18  north,  range  7  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  19  north,  range  7  west. 
Township  7  north,  range  8  wrsc. 
Township  II  north,  range  8  west 
Township  13  north,  range  8  west. 

Do do 

Township  15  north,  range  8  west. 

l>o do 

Township  19  north,  range  8  west. 

Do do 

D) do 

Do do 

Township  20  north,  range  8  west. 
Township  6  north,  range  9  west.. 
Township  8  north,  range  9  west.. 
Township  15  north,  range  9  west. 
Township  16  north,  range  9  west. 


Part  of  section. 


Northwest  quarter  of  section  4. 
West  half  of  section  30. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  21. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  27. 
West  half  of  section  6. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northeast  quarter  of  secdon  1. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  17. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Section  24. 

West  half  of  section  6. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Southeast  quarter  of  section  33. 
Southeast  quarter  of  section  17. 
Northwest  quarter  <»f  section  21. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
North  half  of  section  1. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  3. 
West  half  of  section  19. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  31 . 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  5. 
Southwest  quarer  of  section  6. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  5. 
Northeast  quarter  <»f  section  6. 
West  half  of  section  31. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  I . 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  8. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  2. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  6. 
^'outhwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  19 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  3. 
Section  6. 

Northwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  19. 
East  half  of  section  13. 
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TraoU  of— 


TowDtbip  and  nnge. 


TowDibip  17  north,  range  9  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  18  north,  range  9  west. . 

Do do 

Do do 

Do.. do 

Do do 

Township  19  north,  range  9  west.. 
Township  20  north,  range  9  west.. 
Township  5  north,  range  10  west.. 
Township  6  north,  range  10  west. . 
Township  7  north,  range  10  west.. 

Do do...i 

Do do 

Township  10  north,  range  10  west. 
Township  16  north,  range  10  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  5  north,  range  U  west. . 
Township  6  north,  range  1 1  west. . 
Township  7  north,  range  11  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  16  north,  range  11  west. 
Township  17  north,  range  11  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  lU  north,  range  U  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  6  north,  range  12  west. . 
Township  7  north,  range  12  west. .. 
Township  8  north,  range  12  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  8  north,  range  12  west. .. 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  17  north,  range  12  west., 
Township  18  north,  range  12  west.. 
Township  19  north,  range  12  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  18  north,  range  13  west.. 
Township  19  north,  range  13  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do. do 

Do do 


Paitof  ieetion. 


Southeast  qnarter  of  section  1. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
West  half  of  section  18. 
West  half  of  section  3t. 
North  half  of  section  3. 
North  half  of  section  4. 
North  half  of  section  5. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northwest  quarter  of  Be&ion  3. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
North  half  of  section  4. 
West  half  of  section  6. 
North  half  of  section  2. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  & 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  5. 
North  half  of  section  4. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  8. 
Southwest  quarter  of  sectioo  5. 
East  half  of  section  6 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  2. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
West  half  of  section  19. 
Sourhwest  quarter  of  sectioo  31. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
North  half  of  section  4. 
North  half  of  section  5. 
North  half  of  sectiitn  6. 
Northwest  quarter  <  f  seer  ion  22. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  2. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  2S. 
Southeast  quarter  of  section  25. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Southwest  quarter  of  secrion  6l 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  3. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  4. 
Northeast  quarter  of  secii«»n  5. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  3. 
Northeast  quarter  uf  section  4. 
sleotion  2. 

Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  5. 
Southeast  quarter  of  section  10. 
Notth  half  of  section  23. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  26. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  26. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northwest  quarter  of  f  ectbn  t. 
North  half  of  section  2. 
iNcirtheast  quarter  of  »eciion  5. 
North  went  quarter  of  secti.n  1. 
North  half  of  section  2. 
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Tracts  of— 


Towothip  and  range. 


Townnhip  4  north,  rango  14  west... 
Township  1  north,  range  15  west... 
Township  3  north,  range  15  west. .. 

Do do 

Township  4  north,  range  15  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  7  north,  range  15  west... 

Do do 

Township  3  north,  range  16  west  . 
Township  2  north,  range  1  east.... 
Township  20  north,  range  2  east  . .. 

Do do 

Township  21  north,  range  2  east  .., 
Township  21  north,  range  3  eiut . .. 
Township  15  north,  range  ^  east  . . 

Township  18  north,  range  G  east 

Township  5  south,  range  8  west 

Do do 

Township  6  south,  range  9  west.... 
Township  7  south,  range  9  west... 
Township  8  south,  range  9  west... 
Township  2  south,  range  10  west.  . 
Township  3  south,  rnnge  10  west . . 
Town«hip  4  south,  range  10  west . . 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  5  south,  range  10  west . . 
Township  4  south,  range  1 1  east  . . 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  5  south,  range  1 1  west. . 
Township  10  south,  range  II  west. 
Township  14  south,  range  1 1  west. 

Do do 

Township  2  south,  range  12  west . . 

Do do 

Township  4  south,  range  12  west. . 

Do do 

Township  5  south,  range  12  west . . 

Do do 

Township  3  south,  range  13  west .. 
Township  4  south,  range  13  west. . 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  4  south,  range  14  west. . 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  5  south,  range  14  west .. 

Do do 

Township  8  south,  range  14  west. . 

Do do 


Parts  of  section. 


Northwest  quarter  of  faction  18. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  23. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  5. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  6. 
North  half  of  section  30. 
West  half  of  section  6. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  5. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
West  half  of  section  31. 
South  ba)f  of  section  8. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  2. 
West  half  of  section  6. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  4. 
North  half  of  section  5. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  3. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  27. 
Sonthwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  5. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
Southuest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
North  half  of  section  30. 
West  half  of  section  6. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Southeast  quarter  of  section  22. 
Southeast  quart«^r  of  section  27. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  34. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  2. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  3. 
West  hslf  of  section  6. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  4. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  6. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  2. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  2. 
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Tracts  of— 


Township  and  range. 


ToiMMhif  jyO  MQiiih,  range  14  west. 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  6  south,  range  15  west . . 
Township  7  south,  range  15  west, .. 
Township  10  south,  range  15  west. 
Township  7  south,  range  16  west.. 

Do do 

Townfhip  9  south,  range  16  west.. 
Township  10  south,  range  16  west. 

Do do 

Township  5  south,  range  17  we^t.. 

Do do , 

Township  8  south,  range  17  west... 

Do do , 

Township  7  south,  range  17  west... 
Township  9  south,  range  18  west.. 
Township  19  south,  range  21  west  . 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  20  south,  range  21  west.. 
Township  6  south,  range  22  west. . 

Do do 

Township  7  south,  range  22  west. . 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  13  south,  range  23  west.. 
Township  14  south,  range  23  west.. 
Township  18  south,  range  23  west.. 
Township  8  Douth,  rauge  24  west... 
Township  10  south,  range  24  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  10  south,  range  26  west.. 

Do do 

Do do 

Do do 

Township  10  south,  range  26  west.. 


Parts  of  aectioo. 


Northwest  quarter  of  section  2. 
North  half  of  section  3. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  7. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  2. 
West  half  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  1. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  4. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  4. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  3 ' . 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  4. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  31. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  2. 
Northwest  quarter  of  Becti«>n  Id. 
Northeast  quarter  of  section  4. 
East  half  of  section  22. 
North  half  of  section  4. 
North  half  of  section  5. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  19. 
S«)uthwe8t  quarter  of  section  6. 
West  half  of  section  4. 
East  half  of  section  5. 
West  half  of  section  7. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
West  half  of  section  3U. 
Southwest  quarter  of  section  18. 
West  half  of  section  30. 
Northwest  quarter  of  section  30. 
North  half  of  section  6. 
North  half  of  section  5. 
North  hi  If  of  section  6. 
Southwest  section  6. 
West  half  of  section  7. 
North  half  of  section  3. 
North  half  of  section  4 
West  half  of  section  6. 
West  half  of  section  7. 
North  half  of  section  3. 


Making  in  all  196  suhdi visional  diagrnms,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Commmissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  to  the  registers  of  the  several  district  land  offices,  making 
a  total  of  588  diagrams  since  date  of  last  ann^ial  report. 

II.  M.  RECTOR, 

Suivei/or  GtneraL 
Survkyor's  OrrwE, 

LiUle  Rock.Arkamat,  September  30,  1857. 
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No.   4. 

To  County  Surveyors  in  Arkansas. 

Surveyor's  Office, 
LUtle  Bock,  Arkansas y  July  11,  1857. 

Gentlemen  :  The  daily  receipts  of  letters  from  you  and  others  in- 
terested in  public  lands,  making  inquiry  how  the  erroneous  and  fraud- 
ulent surveying  in  this  State  is  to  be  corrected,  &c.,  induces  me,  as 
a  means  of  public  convenience,  to  publish  below  the  late  letter  of 
Thus.  A.  Hendricks,  esq..  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
upon  that  subject.  The  instructions  of  the  Commissioner  are  plain 
and  emphatic,  and  when  strictly  complied  with  this  office  will 
promptly  give  its  co-operation  by  transmitting  the  papers  to  Wash- 
ington for  the  decision  of  the  proper  department ;  and  upon  the  an- 
nunciation of  that  decision,  parties  making  the  application  for  resurvey 
will  be  advised  by  me  of  the  result.  One  copy  of  this  paper  will  be 
mailed  at  this  place,  addressed  to  the  county  surveyor  of  each  county 
in  the  State,  thereby  saving  to  themselves  and  to  this  office  the  heavy 
correspondence  for  some  time  past  imposed  upon  each. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  W.  RECTOR, 

Surveyor  General, 


General  Land  Office, 

June  13,  1857. 
Sir  :  To  that  portion  of  your  annual  report  of  the  28th  October  last, 
in  which  you  reiterate  the  sentiments  of  your  predecessors  in  office  in 
relation  to  the  necessity  of  the  resurvey  of  fraudulent  surveys  in 
Arkansas,  I  would  observe,  that  the  policy  of  the  department  in  refer- 
ence to  resurveys  generally,  communicated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
28th  October  last,  is  adhered  to  by  this  office,  and  you  are  required  to 
carry  it  out.  Should,  however,  a  marked  case  of  fraudulent  survey 
be  brought  to  your  notice,  established  by  an  affidavit  of  a  county  sur- 
veyor, or  any  other  person  familiar  with  the  method  of  surveying  the 
public  lands,  and  with  the  marks  of  perpetuating  the  lines  and 
corners  of  such  surveys,  going  to  show  that  either  no  survey  had  been 
originally  made,  or,  if  made  at  all,  that  no  traces  of  any  kind  are  to 
be  found  in  the  field  calculated  to  enable  a  county  surveyor  to  retrace 
the  survey  in  accordance  with  the  field  notes  of  the  original  survey,  in 
such  case  you  are  authorized  to  transmit  to  this  office  a  copy  of  the 
evidence  filed  in  your  office  in  the  case ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  department  that  the  land  in  question  had  not  been 
surveyed,  or  that  a  total  obliteration  of  the  survey  has  taken  place 
prior  to  the  sale  of  the  same  to  some  individual,  or  individuals,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  the  department  will  deem  it  necessary  to  interpose 
in  the  matter.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  evidence  shall  show  that 
the  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  have  resurveyed  at  the  expense  of  the 
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government  had  been  surveyed,  and  the  field  marks  have  been  suffered 
to  be  obliterated  by  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  then,  in  that 
event,  no  steps  will  be  taken  by  the  department  in  directing  a  resurvey 
of  lands  thus  situated. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOS.  A.  HENDRICKS 

CovnmissioneT, 
Henry  M.  Rector,  Esq., 

Surveyor  General^  Arhanaaa. 


No.  5. 

List  of  townsMpa  and  boundaries^  the  Jldd  notes  of  which  have  6ec» 
transcribed  for  forming  records  in  volumes  for  transfer  to  the  Siaie, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  12th  June,  1840,  since  the  date  of  last 
annual  report. 


Nature  of  tranacript. 


Sooth  boundarj 

East  boundary 

South  boundary. . . . 
Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary 

East  boundary,  pt.. 
Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary 

South  boundary  .  . . 

Sabdivision 

East  boundary.... 
South  boundary,  pt 
Subdivision 

Do 

South  boundary  ... 
South  boundary,  pt 

Do 

Subdivision 

South  boundary,  pt 

Do 

East  boundary  .... 

Subdivision 

South  boundary .  .. 
East  boundary  . . . . 

Subdivision 

South  boundary  ... 


Situated  io — 

Township  of  the 

Range  of  the  fiftk 

base  line. 

principal  meridisB. 

6  north 

1  west 

6. .do 

l..do 

7. .do 

I. .do 

10. .do 

l..do 

II. .do 

I. -do 

21. .do 

I. .do 

6. .do 

2. .do 

11. .do 

2. .do 

18. .do 

2. .do 

7. .do 

3. .do 

8. .do 

3.. do 

10.. do 

3. .do 

10. .do 

3. .do 

10. .do 

3. .do 

11. .do 

3. .do 

11. .do 

3. .do 

12. .do 

3. .do 

l..do 

4. .do 

20. .do 

6. .do 

l..do 

9. .do 

2. .do 

9. .do 

3.. do 

9.. do 

1    do 

10. .do 

2!;do 

10. .do 

3. .do 

10. .do 

2...do 

11. .do 

l..do 

12. .do 

l..do 

12.. do 

l..do 

12. .do 

5. .do 

12.. do 

r> . .  do 

3;.'. .do 

SECRETABY  OF  THE   INTERIOR. 
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Nature  of  transcript. 


Situated  in— 


Township  of  the 
base  line. 


Range  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian. 


East  boundary 

South  boundary.... . 

Subdivision 

South  boundary.... 

East  boundary 

South  boundary,  pt . 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

East  boundary,  pt... 

Subdivision 

South  boundary,  pt . 

Subdivision 

South  boundary .... 

Subdivision* 

South  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do , 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

South  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

East  boundary,  pt . . . 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subd  vision 

South  boundaVy 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do ^ 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

,,  East  boundary 

Subdividion  .„ 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

East  boundary 

Do 

Do 

Subdivision 


5  north 

12  west 

6..do..... .... 

18. .do 

l..do 

13. .do 

l..do 

13. .do 

l..do 

13. .do 

2. .do 

13. .do 

l..do 

14. .do 

3. -do 

14. .do 

5. .do 

14. .do 

5..do. .....••• 

14. .do 

6. .do 

14. .do 

6. .do 

14. .do 

7. .do 

14. .do 

7..do 

14. .do 

8.. do 

14. .do 

8..do 

14. .do 

3. .do 

15.. do 

4. .do 

15. .do... 

5.. do 

15. -do 

6. .do...... ... 

15. .do 

7. .do 

15. .do 

7. .do 

15.. do 

7..  do. .... ••.. 

15. .do 

l..do 

16.. do 

4..do..... .... 

16. .do.. ....... 

5. .do 

16. .do 

5 . .  do .•••...•. 

16. .do 

b..do. •. •••••• 

16. .do.  ...•  .... 

6..do.... . .... 

XO . . QO .....  .... 

7. .do 

16.. do 

7..do 

16. .do.. ....... 

20..do 

20. .do 

20..do 

20. .do 

20..do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

20..do 

21. .do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

20..do 

2. .do 

21. .do 

19. .do 

21. .do 

19.. do 

21. .do 

19.. do 

21. .do 

20. .do 

21. .do. 

20.. do 

21. .do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

2l..do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

21. .do 

2. .do 

22. .do 

3. .do..  ..«•... 

22. .do 

19.. do 

22.. do 

20. .do 

22. .do 

21. .do 

22. .do 

2. .do 

23..do 

*  East  of  old  Cherokee  line. 


12 
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Nature  of  traiMcripl. 


SoMmtion 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary  — 

Do 

SubdmsioD 

South  boundary 

Subdivision 

East  boundary.... 

Subdivision 

East  boundary  .... 
Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do., 

Do 

Do 

South  boundary — 
East  boundary  . . . . 

Subdivision 

South  boundary — 
Subdivision 

Do 

South  boundary  .. 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

Esst  boundary .... 
South  boundary..., 
Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary,  pt. 
South  boundary... 

Esse  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

South  boundary... 
Subdivision > 

Do 

Do 

South  boundary  ... 
Ease  boundary.... 


Situated  ii 


Township  of  the 

Rsiige  of  the  fifth 

base  line. 

principal  meridiiit 

2  north 

24  we*« 

3.. do 

24. .do 

5. .do 

24. .do 

l..do..... .... 

1   east 

2. .do 

l..do 

6. .do 

1  ..do. .. ...... 

7. .do 

I. -do 

8..do 

l..do 

8.. do 

l-.do 

9..do 

l..do 

10. .do 

l..do 

10. .do 

1..40 

12. .do ... 

l..do 

12.. do 

l..do 

13.. do 

l..do 

13.. do 

l..do 

14. .do 

l..d© 

15. .do. .... .... 

I -.da 

16. .do 

l..do 

17. .do 

l-.da 

21. .do 

l..do 

l..do 

2. .do 

2.. do 

2. .do 

3..  do 

2. .do 

6. .do 

2. .do 

7. .do 

2. .do 

7. .do 

2.. do 

7. .do 

2.. do 

8. .do 

2.. do ' 

8..do> ........ 

2.. do 

11. .do 

2. .do 

12. .do 

2. .do 

12. .do 

2.. do 

13.. do 

2.. do 

13..do 

2. .do 

13. .do 

2. .do 

14. .do ,... 

2. .do 

15.. do 

2. .do 

16. .do 

.2. .do 

17. .do 

2. .do 

21. .do 

2.. do 

4. .do..... .... 

3. .do.  ....—•• 

5.. do 

3..do 

6. .do 

3. .do 

9..do..... .... 

3. -do 

11. .do 

3.. do 

11. .do 

3.. do 

11. .do.... 

3. .do 

13. .do 

3. .do 

14. .do 

3. -do 

17. .do. 

3.. do 

21. .do 

3. .do — • 

9..do 

4. .do 

9. .do 

4. .do 

9..do 

4. .do 
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Katare  of  tranaoript. 


South  boiiodary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary , 

East  boundary «. .. 

Subdivision 

East  boundary.  , 

South  boundary 

Subdiviiiion 

Ean  boundary 

Subdivi«ion 

Do 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary 

Subdivitsion 

East  boundary 

South  boundary 

Subdivision « 

South  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

East  boundary 

South  boundary 

tiubdiviiiion 

Easr.  boundary •. 

South  boundary 

Subdivinion 

South  boundary 

Subdivifion 

East  boundaiy 

South  boundary 

Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Sourh  boundary 

Subdivi8i«»n 

South  boundary , 

Do 

Subdivision 

D.. 

South  boundary 

East  bttundary 

Subiii  virion 

South  biuodary.. 

East  bitundary 

SiitMiivision 

Sleuth  boundary 

East  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 

Easi.  boundary 

Subdivision 


Situated  in— 


Township  of  the 
base  line. 


Range  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridian. 


10  north 

10. .do 

1  l..do. .... .. 

11. .do 

11. .do 

12. .do 

1*2. .do 

12. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

20. .do 

21. .do 

8. .do 

tt..do 

9. .do 

9. .do 

9. .do 

10. .do 

10. .do 

10. .do 

11. .do 

II. .do 

11. .do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

13-. do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

•4. .do , 

14. .do 

19. .do 

21. .do 

22. .do 

«..do 

9. .do , 

9. .do , 

10. .do 

I'L.do 

U..do 

12. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

15.. do 

15. .do 

15. .do 

IH..do 

16. .do 

17. .do 

17.. do 


4  east.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

4. .do.. 

5. .do.. 

5. .do.. 

5.. do.. 

6. .do.. 

6.. do.. 

5. .do.. 

5. .do.. 

6. .do.. 

5. .do.. 

5. .do., 

5. .do.. 

fi..do.. 

5..do  . 

5. .do.. 

5. .do.. 

5. .do. 

6.. do. 

5.. do. 

5. .do. 

5.. do. 

5.. do. 

5.. do. 

6. .do. 

t>..do. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6.. do. 

6.. do. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6.. do. 

6.. do. 

6.. do. 

6. .do. 

6..(\o. 

6. .do. 

6. .do. 

6..do. 
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REPORT  OP  THE 
No.  6 — Continued. 


Natare  of  transcript. 


Sabdivition 

East  boundary.. 
Subdivisimi  ..... 
East  boundary.. 
South  bound arj. 

Subdmsion 

East  boundary.. 

Subdmsion 

South  boundary . 
East  boundary.. 

Subdivisiou 

East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
Subdivision  .... 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 

Subdivision 

South  boundary. 

Subdmsion 

East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
Subdivision  .... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary.. 

Subdivision 

South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  ..... 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 

Subdivision 

East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  .... 
East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  .... 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  .... 
South  boundary . 
East  boundary.., 
Subdivision  .... 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
Subdivision  .... 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  .... 
East  boundary.. 

Subdivision 

East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  .... 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
Subdivision  .... 
South  bonndary. 


Situated 


Township  of  the 

Range  of  the  fifth 

base  line. 

principal  raeridisB 

SI  north 

6  east. 

21. .do 

6..do 

22. .do 

6. .do 

22. .do 

6.. do. ........ 

22..do 

6..de 

13.. do 

7--do 

13..do 

7. .do 

14..do 

7. .do 

14. .do 

7..do..... .... 

14..do 

7..^ 

15. .do. ...--.  .. 

7..do 

15. .do 

7..do 

15..do.....  •••• 

7. .do 

16. .do. ....  ••.. 

7. .do 

16.. do 

7..de 

16. .do 

7-.do 

17. .do 

7. .do 

17..do 

7. .do 

18.. do 

7. .do 

18. .do 

7..do 

18..do 

7..d(> 

19.. do 

7. .do 

l9..do 

7.. do 

19. .do. .... .... 

7. .do 

20. .do 

7.-do 

20. .do 

7. -do 

20. .do 

7    do 

21. .do 

7. -do 

21. .do 

7.-do 

21. .do 

7. .do 

22..do 

7.. do 

11. .do 

8.. do 

13..do 

o..dO.  ....  ..•• 

13..do 

S'.do.  ••..  .*•• 

14. .do 

8. .do. ....  ..•• 

14. .do 

8. .do. ....  ..*• 

14. .do 

8-. do 

15. .do. .... .... 

8.. do.  ......*• 

15..do 

8. .do 

15. .do 

8. -do 

16. .do 

8. .do 

16.. do 

8..do 

16. .do 

8..do 

18. .do 

8. .do 

18..do 

8. .do 

18. .do 

8. .do 

19.. do 

8. .do. ....  ...* 

19.. do 

8. .do 

20.. do 

8. .do 

20.. do 

8..do 

21. .do 

8. .do.  -.....-• 

21..do 

8. .do 

21. .do 

8.. do 

11. .do 

9.. do 

12..do 

9..do 
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Nature  of  tiraasoript 


SabdmiioB  ..... 
East  bonndary. . 

Sabdivitioii 

Ea>t  bonodary.. 
South  boandary. 
SnbdmsioD  .... 
East  bonndary. . 
South  bonndary. 
Subdivision  ..... 
South  boundary. 
Subdiyision 

Do 

Sontb  boundary. 

Do 

Do 

Subdivision  .... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

South  bonndary. 

Subdivision 

South  bonndary. 
East  boundary... 

Subdivision 

East  boundary. . 
South  boundary . 

Subdivision 

South  boundary. 
East  boundary. . 
Subdivision 

Do 

Do 

South  boundary . 
Ease  boundary. . 

Subdivision 

East  boundary. . 
South  boundary. 
Subdivision  ..... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
Subdivision 

Do 

East  boundary  .. 

Subdivision 

South  boundary.. 

Do 

East  boundary  ., 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary  .. 
South  boundary.. 


Situate 

d  in— 

Township  of  the 

Range  of  the  fifth 

baseline. 

13  north 

9  east 

13. .do 

9. .do 

14. .do 

9. .do 

14. .do 

9. .do 

14. .do 

9. .do 

15.. do 

9. .do 

15. .do 

9..do 

15. .do 

9. .do 

16.. do 

9. .do 

16..do 

9. .do 

18.. do 

9. .do 

19..do 

9. .do 

19. .do 

9. .do 

20..do 

9. .do 

21. .do 

9. .do 

21. .do 

9. .do 

9.. do 

10. .do 

10.. do 

10. .do 

11. .do 

10. .do. 

12. .do 

10.. do. ...... .. 

13.. do 

10..do 

13. .do 

10. .do 

14. .do 

10. .do 

14. .do 

10. .do 

14. .do 

10. .do. .... .... 

15.. do 

10. .do 

15.. do 

10.. do 

15.. do 

10. .do 

16. .do 

10. .do 

16.. do 

10. .do 

16. .do 

10. .do 

13.. do 

11. .do 

14. .do 

11. .do 

15.. do 

11. .do 

15.. do 

11. .do 

15. .do 

11. .do 

16. .do 

11. .do 

16. .do 

11. .do 

16.. do 

11. .do 

13.. do 

12. .do 

14. .do 

12.. do 

15. .do 

12.. do 

16.. do 

12.. do 

16..do 

12. .do 

16.. do 

12. .do 

14. .do 

13. .do 

15. .do 

13. .do..... .... 

15. .do 

13. .do. .... .... 

16. .do..... .... 

13. .do 

16. .do. .... .... 

13. .do 

Ssouth 

5  west 

5. .do 

5. .do 

7. .do 

5.. do. .... .... 

/  •  . QO .....  .... 

5.. do. .... .... 

8. .do 

Oa.OO.  ••••   ...a 
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Nature  of  tranicript. 


East  bonndaiT  . 
8auth  boundarj. 
East  bouodary  . 
South  bouodarj. 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
Ea>c  b<iuudary  . 
Siiuth  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  biiundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary  . 
South  bouodary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary . 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  bouodary  . 
South  boundary. 

Do 

Do 

East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  bouodary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  bouodary 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary  . 
South  bouodary 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 


Situated  in— 

Township  of  the 

Ranite  of  the  fifth 

baseline. 

prinoipalmeridiaa. 

8  south 

5  west 

9.. do.... 

.      5. .do 

9..do.... 

. ... 

.      5. .do 

10. .do.... 

.... 

.      5.. do 

10. .do..-. 

5.. do 

11. .do.... 

.      5.. do 

11. .do.... 

. ... 

5. .do 

12. .do.... 

.      5.. do 

12.. do... 

.      5.. do 

13. .do... 

.      ^..do 

13.. do.... 

.      5..do 

14. .do... 

.      5..ao 

14. .do... 

.      5..ao 

15..do... 

5. .do 

15. .do... 

5.. do 

16. .do... 

.      5. .do 

16. .do.... 

.      5. .do 

17. .do  .. 

5.. do 

17. .do  .. 

5..d» 

18. .do.... 

.      5. .do 

18. .do... 

.      5. .do 

l..do.... 

6.. do 

l..do.... 

6. .do  

2..do.... 

.      6.. do 

2..de.... 

6. .do 

3. .do... 

6. .do 

3.. do.... 

6. .do 

4. .do... 

6. .do 

5.. do... 

6. .do 

6.. do.... 

.      6. .do 

6. .do... 

6.. do 

7.. do... 

6.. do  

7. .do..-. 

6.. do 

8..do... 

6. .do 

8. .do... 

6. .do 

9..do... 

6. .do 

9. .do... 

6. .do 

10. .do.... 

6.. do 

10. .do.... 

.      6. .do 

11. .do.... 

6. .do 

11. .do.... 

6. .do 

12. .do.... 

6. .do 

12.. do.... 

.     fi.-do 

13.. do.... 

.     6. .do 

13. .do.... 

.     6.. do 

14. .do.... 

.     6. .do 

14. .do.... 

.     6.. do 

15. .do.... 

.     6.. do 

15. .do.... 

.     6.. do 

16.. do.... 

6.. do 

16. .do.... 

6.. do 

17. .do.... 

6. .do 

17. .do.... 

6.. do 

18.. do.... 

6.. do 

18..do.... 

6-.d# 
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Nature  of  traosortpt. 

Township  of  the 
base  Uoe. 

Range  of  the  fiOh 
principal  meridiaa. 

19  south 

l..do 

l-.do 

2. .do 

2..do 

3. .do. ...... .. 

3. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

5. .do. ........ 

6. .do 

6.. do 

6. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

9..do 

9. .do 

10. .do 

10. .do 

11. .do 

11. .do 

12. .do 

12.. do 

13.. do 

13.. do. ...... .. 

14. .do 

14. .do 

15. .do 

15. .do....... .. 

16. .do 

16. .do 

17. .do 

17. .do 

18.. do 

18.. do 

19.. do 

l..do 

l.-do 

2. .do 

2.. do 

2. .do 

3. .do 

3.. do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

ri..do.. 

5. .do 

6. .do 

6. .do 

6.. do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

8..  do. ........ 

6  west 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7.. do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7, .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7.. do 

7., do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7. .do 

7..do 

7. .do 

8.. do 

8.. do 

8. .do.... 

8. .do 

8. .do..... .... 

8. .do 

8.. do 

8.. do 

8. .do 

8. -do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8. .do 

8.. do 

8. .do 

8..do 

... .... ...... .... .... .... .... ...... 

East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
Sooth  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary . 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary  . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary  . 

Do 

S::bdiTi8ion  .  . . , 
South  boundary 

Subdivision 

South  boundary 
East  boundary  , 
South  boundary 
Ease  boundary  , 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
Subdivision .  ... 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 

Do 

East  boundary. 
South  boundary, 
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Nature  of  tranteript 

Stoatodin— 

Township  of  the 
bate  line. 

Range  of  the  fifth 
principal  meridiaB. 

p^njif'  twinn<1s.TT            ......  ......  ..ssa.  ..*>•.  ..-.••.. 

8  louth 

9..do 

d-.do 

10.. do 

10. .do 

11. -de 

11. .do 

12. .do 

12.. do 

13.. do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

l4..do..... ...- 

15.. do. ---- .... 

15. .do 

16. .do 

16.. do 

17. .do 

17. .do 

18. .do 

18. .do 

19. .do 

4. .do 

4. .do 

5. .do. .... .... 

5 . .  do .  -..« .... 

6. .do.  ••.-  ...• 

6. .do.....  .--• 

7. .do 

7. .do 

8 . .  do ...--  -... 

8. .do 

9. .do 

9. .do 

10. .do 

10. .do 

11. .do 

11. .do 

12, .do 

12. .do 

13.. do 

13. .do 

14. .do 

14. .do 

15.. do...-- .-.. 

15. .do 

16. .do -.. 

16. .do 

17. .do 

17. .do 

18.. do 

18. .do 

18..do.---- .... 
19.. do 

l..do.....*«.- 

8  wea( 

flAiith  ImiindArv            .      ............................ 

8. .do 

8..do 

8.. do 

8. .do 

FU)iith  boundArv         ....  ....  ......  ......  ......  ...•.• 

8. .do 

"Raar  honndarv         .......  ..,*,--.  ........  ......  .... 

8. .do 

flAiifh  hAiindftrr            .....      ..  ....  ••.•••  ...•*•  ...... 

8-. do 

THAflf  Knnn/liirv ....  ......  ....  ....  .... 

8. .do...-.  •-.• 

fionth  bonnd APV ......  ...... ...... ...... ...... ••...■ 

8. .do 

TT.aaf-.  hniindnrv.  ..-.  .....«-  ...•^-  »,__..  »,-,  ......  .-.. 

o..Qe.-...  •*•• 

FUtnth  bonndftrv . . . . . -  -...••  ••....  ......  •.••.-  ...... 

8-. do 

IiTjuI'.  Kniinfli&rv .................... 

8. .do 

Sonth  boundary....  ................  ----•-..-• ..---. 

8..do..... .... 

Eatt  boundary 

Sooth  boundAry....  ....-.......•..••--.«--...••*••• 

8..do 

8. .do 

TlfkAt  bAonditrT                .              ..   .............•-..••. 

8. .do 

flmith  bonndArr     .                       ...........-..>..■....• 

8..do 

fjAAt  bfinnd Arv                              ..... ......  ......  ■•••.. 

8-.do 

flnuth  bonnd&rv                             .....  ......  ........  .... 

H..do 

8. .do 

Do             .  . 

8. .do 

9. .do 

9.. do 

PLiiifh  KnnnHi&rv           ..  .    ....  ••....  ....•■  ......  ...... 

9. .do 

T^fkBf  hminHnrv             ..  ......  ......  >....•  ....-■  ...... 

9. .do 

9.. do 

9. .do 

FU)iith  bniind&rv......  ......  ......  -•-...  •••... ...... 

9. .do 

KfMt boundfirv  ......'.••... ............ ......  ...... 

9. .do 

9. .do. ....  ...a 

T^AAt  bntinHiirv    ......  ......  ......  ......  ......  ••...• 

9. .do 

flniith  bniind arv . . . . . .  ....  .••.••  ......  ...-  .......... 

9. .do 

Kiuit  bonndary....... ...... ......  ..••.- ..---.  ...... 

9. .do 

Rniith  boundary....  ........  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

9. .do.... 

Eaflt boundary. ...... ....  ..........  ..••..  .•••.-  .... 

9. .do 

South  boundary... ••• .... .... .... ..--  ----  -...  .••... 

9.. do 

Kast  boundary ....... ...... ...... ...... ......  •....« 

9. .do 

South  boundary. .................  ............  »...*. 

9.. do. .... .... 

ICaat  boundary  ...... ......  ...->--  ,,.^--. .-..-...-.- 

9.. do 

South  boundary......  .........•^.  ...........••--... 

9. .do 

Eatt  boundary  .................................... 

9..do 

South  boundary      . .... ...... .... ..--.-..  ...... .... 

9. .do 

East  boundary  ..................................... 

9. .do 

South  boundary  ... ....  ..••.- ...... ...... ......  .... 

9.. do • 

Emit  bound  nrv           ..    .................  •...'■*a...'r' 

9.. do 

South  boundary......  •....•  ..•••. ......  ....--  ••...• 

9. .do 

Eaat  bonndary. ....... --...-...-.«---•--.-... 

9. .do 

Do 

9. .do 

Sonth  bonndary           .  ......  ......  ......  ......  ...... 

9. .do 

Snhdiviaion ...... 

9..do 

Stint h  bonn<l&ry.      .   ...............•.........-....> 

9. .do 

1i*iikaf' bonmiikrv            ..  .   ....  ......  ..t^--  ------  ...... 

9. .do 

Do - 

9.. do 

South  boundary • 

10..do 
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Natare  of  transcript. 


East  bouodary. 
South  boundary. 
EastbouDdaiT., 
South  boundary 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
Ea«tb<mndary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary. . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary., 
South  boundary 
East  boundary., 
South  boundary, 
Eatt  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary. 
Subdivision.  ... 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 

Do 

South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary. . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary. . 
South  bouudary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary. , 
South  boundary. 


Situated  in— 

Township  of  the 

Range  of  the  fifUi 

base  line. 

principal  meridian. 

1  south 

10  west 

2. .do 

.    10.. do.... 

• . .. 

2.. do 

10. .do.... 

> ... 

3.. do 

.    10..do.... 

• ... 

3. .do 

10. .do.... 

. ... 

4. .do 

.    10..do.... 

. ... 

4. .do 

10..do.... 

, ... 

5. .do. -•-• ... 

.    10.. do.... 

> ... 

5. .do 

.    10. .do 

... 

6. .do. .... ... 

10. .do.... 

. ... 

6. .do 

10..do.... 

. ... 

7. .do 

10. .do.... 

■ ... 

7. .do 

10.. do.... 

. ... 

8. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

. ... 

8. .do. ....... 

.    10. .do.... 

9. .do 

10. .do.... 

.... 

9. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

.... 

10. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

■  ... 

10. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

.. .. 

11. .do 

.    10.. do.... 

. .. . 

11. .do 

.    10. .do-... 

.... 

12. .do 

.    10..do.... 

> ... 

12. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

> ... 

13. .do...- . ... 

.    10.. do.... 

■ ... 

13.. do 

.    10.. do.... 

• ... 

14. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

. ... 

14. .do 

.    JO. .do.... 

> ... 

15.. do 

.    10.. do.... 

. ... 

15. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

■ ... 

16. .do..... ... 

.    10. .do.... 

. ... 

16..do..«.. ••• 

10. .do.... 

• ... 

17..do..... ... 

10. .do 

. ... 

17 . . do ..... ... 

.    10. .do.... 

. ... 

18. .do 

.    10. .do.... 

.... 

18..do 

.    10. .do.... 

19. .do 

10. .do.... 

.... 

19.. do 

,    10. .do.... 

• ... 

20. .do 

10..do.... 

• ... 

1 . .  do .....  -.•• 

ll..do.... 

■  . .. 

1 . . do ..... ... 

11. .do 

, ... 

2. .do. ....  --- 

11. .do.... 

> ... 

2 . .  do .....  ... 

11. .do 

, ... 

3.. do. .... ... 

ll..do.... 

.... 

3 . .  do ..... ... 

11. .do.... 

, ... 

4. .do 

11. .do 

, ... 

4. .do. .... ... 

11. .do 

... 

5. .do. .... .... 

11. .do 

.  •■ 

5 . . do .....  •>.• 

11. .do 

.... 

6. .do 

11. .do.... 

, ... 

6. .do..... .... 

11. .do 

... 

7. .do 

11. .do 

... 

7. .do 

11. .do 

... 

8.. do 

11. .do 

... 

8. .do 

11. .do 

... 

9. .do 

11. .do 

••• 
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^  East  boundary.. 
*  South  boundary . 
East  boundary . , 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary, 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary . . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundi^ry. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
'South  boundary. 
East  boundary. 
South  b<»undary 
East  boundary . 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary. 

Do 

South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary . . 
Souih  boundary 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary.. 

Do 

South  boundary 

Do 

East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary . . 
South  bciundary 
East  boundary., 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary.. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary. 
South  boundary 
East  boundary . 
South  boundary 
East  boundary . 
South  boundary 


Sitoaled 


Township  of  the 

Range  of  t^e  fifth 

base  line. 

principal  meridiao. 

9  south 

11  wert 

10. .do 

11. -do 

10. .do 

11. -do 

11. .do 

11. -do 

H..do 

11. -do 

12. .do 

11. -do 

12.. do 

11. .do 

13.. do 

11. .do 

13. .do 

11. .do 

14. .do 

11. -do 

14. .do 

11. .do 

15. .do 

11. .do 

15. .do ... 

11. .do 

16. .do 

11. .do 

16. .do 

11. .do 

17. .do 

11. .do 

17. .do 

11. -do 

18. .do 

11. .do 

18. .do 

11. .do 

19. .do 

11. .do 

19. .do 

11. .do 

20. .do 

11. .do 

l..do 

12. .do 

l..do 

12. .do 

2..do 

12..do 

2. .do 

12. .do 

3. .do 

12. .do 

3.. do 

12. .do 

4. .do 

12. .do 

4. .do 

12. .do 

5. .do 

12. .do 

5. .do 

12. .do 

6.. do. ....  •••. 

12. .do 

6. .do 

12.. do 

7. .do 

12. .do 

7. .do 

12.. do 

8. .do 

12.. do 

8. .do 

12. .do 

9. .do 

12. .do 

9.. do 

12. .do 

10. .do 

12.. do 

10. .do 

12. .do 

11. .do 

12.. do 

11. .do 

l2..do 

12. .do 

12.. do 

12. .do 

12. .do 

13. .do 

12.. do 

13. .do 

12. .do 

14. .do 

12.. do 

14. .do 

12.. do 

15. .do 

12,. do 

15. .do 

12..do 

16. .do 

12.. do 

16. .do 

12. .do 

17. .do 

l2..do 
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East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
Ease  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary  . . 

Do 

South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary . . . 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 

Do 

South  boundary . . 

Do 

East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
Ease  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
Eastbi>undary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary.., 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary. .. 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary  . 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary . . . 

Do 

South  boundary.. 

SubdivMon 

South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 
South  boundary.. 
East  boundary... 

Do 

South  boundaiy.. 


Situated  ui~ 


Township  of  the 
base  line. 


south, 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do. .. 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 
.do... 


Ranf{6  of  the  fifth 
prificipal  meridian. 


12  west . 
12.. do.. 
12. .do.. 
l2-.do.. 
12. .do.. 
12. .do.. 
IS.. do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
l:<..do.. 
13. .do.. 
13..do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13. -do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13. .do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13.. do.. 
13. .do.. 
13.. do.. 
15. .do.. 
15. .do.. 
15. .do.. 
15. .do.. 
16. .do.. 
16.. do.. 
16. .do.. 
16. .do.. 
16. .do.. 
17. .do.. 
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East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 

Do 

Subdivision  . 

East  boundary.. 
South  boundary. 
East  boundary.. 


ffituatedi] 


Township  of  the   Range  of  the  fifth 
base  line.        principal  meridian. 


1  south. 
2.. do... 
5. .do... 
6..do... 
6. .do... 
6. .do... 
6. .do... 


17  west. 
17. .do.. 
17.. do.. 
l7-.do.. 
17. .do.. 
17. .do.. 
18.. do.. 


Making  in  all  1,831,981  words  of  field  notes  transcribed  for  forming  records  in  Tolmnes  fox 
transfer  to  the  State,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  12, 1840. 

H.  M.  RECTOEt,  Survet^  GamaL 
Scrtetor's  Office, 

IMUe  Rock,  Arkaruat,  September  30,  1857. 


No.  6. 
Ebtimatefor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 


Ralarxei, 

For  salary  of  surveyor  general  and  four  regular  clerks 

IncidenJUd  expenui. 

For  office  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  servant  hire,  book  binding,  postage,  and 
office  furniture 


Total. 


$8,300 


1,050 


9,350 


Survbtob's  Offiob, 

IMe  Rock,  ArkansoMy  September  30,  1867. 


H.  M.  RECTOR,  Surveyor  GeimaL 
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The  United  States  in  account  tvith  Henry  M.  Rector  y  surveyor  general 
of  Arkansas^  for  the  amount  received  from  the  United  States  for 
disbursements y  under  several  appropriations  and  apportionments,  fo^ 
the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1857. 

Db.     To  dUbaraements  under  the  Beyeral  appropriations  and  apportionments. 


^ 

1 

i 

• 

8  . 

1 

I 

11 

1-2 

1 

M 

0) 

««8 

s 
g 

3 

3 

OQ 

•  & 

Quarter  ending  Sept.  30, 1856. 

$1,861  05 

$559  03 

$328  53 

$120  50 

$2,869  11 

Dec.  31,  1856. 

1,874  79 

1,005  19 

26  00 

359  70 

3,364  68 

Ap'l  30,  1857- 

2,232  12 

1,129  70 

346  32 

3,708  14 

June  30, 1857. 

2,434  58 

475  65 

150  00 

3,060  23 

8,402  M 

3,169  67 

353  53 

976  52 

12,902  16 

Cb.    By  remittances  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 


Amount  re- 
ceived. 

Balance  due  to^ 

U.  States. 

Surveyor  gen- 
eral. 

Balance  on  the  30th  June,  1856 ...... 

$51  00 

By  treasury  draft  No.  3077  on  Interior  trea- 
sury warrant  No   2694,  and  other  drafts 

$3,515  29 

3. 050  00 

3.051  00 
3,350  00 

$616  18 

By  treasury  draft  3565  on  Interior  treasury 
warrant  No.  3178 

214  68 

By  treasury  draft  4289  on  Interior  treasury 
warrant  No.  3892 ...... 

657  14 

By  treasury  draft  4846  on  Interior  treasury 
warrant  No.  4453 ^-. 

289  77 

12,966  29 

935  95 

922  82 

Balance  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  on  30th  June,  1857,  as  adjusted  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  due  the  United  States,  $13  13. 

H.  M.  RECTOR,  Surveyor  General. 
Survftor's  Opfick, 

Littk  Rock,  Arkaruat,  Sq^embtr  30,  1857. 


190  REPORT  OP  THE 


louisiana. 

Surveyor  General's  Ofpicb, 
Donaldsonvilley  Louisiana j  Oclober  1,  1857. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  custom^  and  in  compliance  with  instroctions  re- 
ceived from  you  on  the  16th  May  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a 
report  of  the  work  performed  by  the  field  and  clerical  force  of  this 
office  since  Ist  October,  1856,  its  present  condition  and  requirements 
for  labor  contemplated  to  be  performed  during  the  coming  year,  illus- 
trating these  by  the  accompanying  statements,  numbered  1  to  8. 

No.  1  is  a  complete  list  of  all  contracts  which  have  existed  and 
orders  of  survey  issued  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report ;  and 
shows  the  completion,  or  present  condition  as  far  as  known,  of  the 
work  performed  under  them. 

A  satisfactory  review  of  the  field  work  performed  during  the  year 
will  be  gained  by  this  statement,  showing,  as  it  does,  that  very  many 
contracts  have  been  completed,  and  orders  of  survey  have  been  fulfilled; 
while  the  fact  that  the  number  of  contracts  has  decreased  in  the  ratio 
of  the  increase  of  orders  for  the  execution  of  detached  surveys,  shows 
the  approaching  accomplishment  of  all  necessary  surveys  in  the  State. 

Several  of  the  old  contracts,  it  will  be  perceived,  still  remain  unfin- 
ished.„  The  office  has  forborne  with  the  contractors,  as  their  work  has 
consisted  chiefly  of  resurveys  of  private  claims,  the  proprietors  of  which 
have  not  generally  evinced  especial  interest  or  anxiety  to  have  them 
early  returned,  and  because  its  clerical  force  has  been  overwrought 
upon  the  surveys  of  other  deputies.  Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor  reported  some 
time  since  he  had  only  a  few  corrective  lines  to  run  to  perfect  his 
resurveys  of  townships  7  and  8  south,  range  1  west,  in  the  Greensburg 
district ;  and  it  has  been  understood  from  Mr.  Silas  Taylor  that  his 
field  work  in  the  southeastern  district  had  been  performed  and  would 
be  soon  submitted.  Neither  of  these  contracts  can  much  longer  be 
outstanding. 

•  The  contract  of  Samuel  Perin, in  the  southeastern  district, dated  12th 
'  JFebruary,  1851,  is  retained  in  the  list,  although  it  long  since  expired. 
Ithasifotbeen  relet,  because  of  my  indulging  the  vain  hope  that  ere  now 
the  examination  of  the  erroneous  surveys  of  the  claims  of  Piseros  and 
Detrepy.  ordered  by  the  Commissioner's  letter  of  22d  October,  1835, 
might  have  occurred.  But  as  I  think  the  apathy  of  the  few  parties 
interested  in  these  tracts  should  not  longer  hold  in  abeyance  the  sur- 
veys of  some  five  townships,  in  which  a  multitude  of  other  claimants 
and  the  State  of  Louisiana  are  largely  interested,  I  will,  unless  forbidden 
by  you,  relet  the  work,  And  give  the  contractor  instructions  to  survey 
these  claims  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  in  my  letter  of 
the  25th  October,  1854,  so  soon  as  the  decisis  can  be  had  upon  the 
conflicts  existing  therewith  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  dis- 
trict, before  whom  the  parties  will  then  have  another  opportunity  of 
inve8ti;:ation. 

As  apjiropriation  has  not  been  made  for  the  resurvey  of  the  New 
Orleans  township,  whose  necessity  I  endeavored  forcibly  to  present  in  my 
reports  of  1854, 1855  and  1856, 1  have  not  had  surveys  made  as  required 
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by  your  letter  of  21st  March  last,  of  the  claims  ot  John  Baptiste  Cas- 
tillon,  No.  308,  Charles  Griffen,  No.  357,  F.  J.  Le  Breton  Dorgenois, 
No.  381,  and  John  Baptiste  Macarty,  No.  103,  and  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  getting  a  surveyor  to  undertake  so  difficult  a  piece  of  work 
with  the  insufficient  data  as  to  connexions,  &c.,  which  could  be  here 
supplied,  and  I  fear  I  shall  not  succeed  till  after  a  duly  authorized 
general  resurvey  of  the  township  can  be  executed. 

The  surveys  of  all  the  other  claims  heretofore  required  by  your 
office,  as  well  as  of  those  lately  confirmed  by  Congress,  have  been 
completed  as  far  could  be,  except  of  the  claim  of  C.  J.  B.  Florian,  as 
confirmed  by  act  of  27th  July,  1854,  of  which  only  a  few  miles  of 
traverse  remain  to  be  run. 

No.  2  is  a  statement  of  the  estimated  amount  of  the  liabilities  for 
surveys  returned,  not  yet  finally  examined,  and  for  those  to  be  per- 
formed under  contracts  and  instructions,  and  includes  the  suspended 
accounts  of  Messrs.  H.  S.  Williams  and  George  C.  Vanzandt  for  re- 
surveys  in  the  Greensburg  district. 

Total  liabilities,  when  the  surveys  now  under  contract, 

&c.,  shall  be  completed $19,372  11 

And  as  the  balance  of  appropriations  on  hand  for  such 

surveys  is 21,344  63 

There  will  remain 1,972  52 

applicable  to  the  surveys  proposed  in  exhibit  No.  3. 

No.  3  is  a  list  of  the  surveys  proposed  to  be  executed  during  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1859.  Nearly  all  of  the  townships  included 
in  it  have  heretofore  been  proposed  and  authorized  by  appropriations, 
but  have  not  been  contracted,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  inducing 
deputies  to  perform  such  detached  and  embarrassed  work  as  they 
embrace.    ' 

Kesurveys  of  the  New  Orleans  township,  and  of  township  3  south, 
range  3  east,  southwestern  district,  are  again  inserted,  ^nd  earnestly 
recommended. 

Very  few  new  surveys  are  submitted.  The  bureau  force  has  been 
so  constantly  engrossed  with  the  current  work  that  it  ha8*n6t  had 
time  yet  to  examine  the  several  townships  marked  on  the  State  dia- 
gram, as  those  which  may  require  resurvey  when  examination  and 
protraction  be  made  of  the  old  notes  in  the  office.       w 

Under  the  decision  of  your  office  of  the  18th  ultimo,  in  repetition 
of  that  of  the  25th  May  last,  estimates  are  inserted  for  the  survey 
of  section  lines  through  the  large  shallow  lakes  in  this  State.  I 
propose  when  small,  and  much  expense  would  not  thereby  be  entailed 
upon  the  United  States,  to  have  them  surveyed  out  of  the  general  funds 
already  placed  at  my  disposal. 

No.  4  is  an  estimate  of  funds  required  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1859,  and  is  a  partial  summary  of  exhibits 
Nos.  2  and  3. 

While  the  estimates  for  field  work  have  decreased  to  a  very  small 
sum,  those  for  the  office  remain  the  same  ;  for  its  clerks  are  now  kept 
more  steadily  employed  than  ever,  and  an  inconceivable  mass  of  work 
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yet  remains  to  be  performed  in  the  preparation  of  patent  plates,  tran- 
scripts of  notes,  examination  of  old  surveys,  &c. 

The  estimate  for  the  surveyor  to  locate  private  land  claims  is  in- 
cluded again,  although  it  has  been  with  regret  that  I  could  not  employ 
a  deputy  for  this  purpose  during  a  large  part  of  the  present  year. 

I  am  now  preparing  a  list  of  all  of  the  unsurveyed  confirmed  claims 
in  Louisiana,  (and  they  are  very  many,)  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
from  the  district  office,  and  from  the  public  by  advertisement,  afi 
available  knowledge  with  regard  to  them,  and  thus  to  complete  this 
complicated  branch  of  the  service.  Copy  of  this  list  shall  be  sent  to 
you,  and  will  fully  justify  my  repetition  of  the  estimate  for  this 
office. 

No.  6  is  a  list  of  swamps  and  overflowed  lands  selected  by  this 
office  during  the  year  as  accruing  to  the  State  of  Louisiana  noder 
the  acts  of  2d  March,  1849,  and  28th  September,  1850. 
There  have  been  selected  in  the  district  north  of 

Red  river 164,955.38  acres. 

Southwestern  district 88,579.31     " 

Southeastern  district,  west  of  Mississippi  river...      111,700.04     " 
Northwestern  district 8,181.00     " 


Total 373,515.73 


a 


But  as  many  of  the  lists  showing  the  above  sec-. 

tions  are  in  correction  of  those  previously  sent 

up,  when  the  necessary  additions  or  deductions 

are  made,  the  above  total  will  be  reduced  to...      335,739.26     " 
Which,  added  to  the  selections  made  up  to  date 

of  the  last  annual  report 10,379,435.26     " 

Would  show  the  entire  quantity  of  swamp  lands 

listed  to  the  State  under  the  acts  of  March  2, 

1849,  and  September  28,  1850,  to  be 10,715,174.52     " 

Subject  to  a  diminution  at  your  department,  by  the  rejection  of  such 

?)ortion  thereof  as  may  have  been  previously  disposed  of,  or  are  right- 
iilly  claimed  by  individuals. 

A  large  portion  of  these  selections  has  been  made  in  the  district 
north  of  Bed  iver  and  within  the  reservation  of  the  Vicksburg  and 
Shreveport  railroad,  which  has  doubtless  brought  them  into  notice 
and  enhanced  their  value.  Under  the  instructions  of  your  office  dated 
21st  November,  1850,  the  bulk  of  these  selections  have  been  made 
upon  the  production  of  affidavits  setting  forth  the  character  of  the 
land  to  be  such  as  embraced  by  the  swamp  grants  ;  a  mode  of  selec- 
tion which  has  been  fraught  with  much  labor  to  this  office,  and  has 
doubtless  been  frequently  the  occasion  of  fraud  upon  it. 

The  act  of  2d  March,  1849,  required  field  examination  by  deputies 
of  this  office  to  be  the  test  by  which  such  selections  should  be  made, 
and  as  those  which  remain  yet  to  be  made  are  small  in  extent,  and 
the  cost  could  not  be  heavy  to  the  State,  or  to  the  parties  wishing  to 
have  them  listed,  I  would  recommend  hereafter  a  strict  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  1849. 
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No.  6  is  a  list  of  documents  transmitted  to  the  several  land  offices 
from  October  1,  1866,  to  the  present  date. 

To  the  Oenerai  Land  Office. 

Township  maps  -------34 

Diagrams  of  surveys        -  -  -  -  -  -      66 

Plats  of  private  claims    -  -  -  -  -  -16 

Accounts  for  surveys       -  -  -  -  •  -      42 

Contingent  expenses  and  salary  accounts  -  -  -      92 

Letters  and  reports  ..---.    219 

Lists  of  swamp  lands      ------    160 

Total         -  -  .  •  -  -     607 

To  the  register  of  the  district  north  of  Bed  river. 

Township  maps  -------7 

Diagrams  of  surveys        -  -  -  -  -  -      10 

Letters    --..--  --89 

Lists  of  swamp  lands       -  -  -  *  -  -101 

Total  -  -  -  -  .  -    207 

To  the  register  of  the  southwestern  district. 

Township  maps  -  -  --  •  -  -16 

Diagrams  of  surveys        -  -  -  -  -  -      21 

Plats  of  claims    -------        3 

Letters     --------61 

Lists  of  swamp  lands       -  -  -  -  -  -      24 

Total 115 

To  the  register  of  the  northwestern  district. 

Township  maps  -------3 

Diagrams  of  surveys        .-..--        5 
Plat  of  claims      -------I 

Letters    --..-..-16 
Lists  of  swamp  lands      -  -  -  -  -  -      13 

Total         ------      38 

To  the  register  of  the  southeastern  district. 

Township  maps  -------9 

Diagrams  of  surveys        -  -  -  -  -  -      17 

Letters    ----.---42 

Lists  of  swamp  lands       •---..      19 

Total 87 

13 
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To  the  register  of  the  Greeruburg  diatrici, 

Townflhip  map    -------1 

Diagrams  of  surveys        .•...-        6 
Plats  for  patent  certificates         -  -  -  -  -      72 

Letters    --*----  -25 

Total -    103 

To  the  State  register  at  Baton  Bouge. 

Township  maps  ------  -46 

Diagrams  of  surveys        -  -  -  -  -  -      32 

Letters    -  - 92 

Lists  of  swamp  lands      .-..--    171 

Total 341 

In  addition  to  which  there  have  been  written  to  deputy  sur- 
veyors letters  to  the  number  of  -  -  -  -    1?5 

And  to  individuals^  letters  and  maps  have  been  sent  exceeding 
in  number       -  -  -  -  -  -  -850 

Making  a  total  of  documents  sent  from  the  office  of  2,473 

without  counting  the  copies  of  plats,  sketches,  field  notes,  <fec.,  fur- 
nished upon  daily  personal  calls. 

This  exhibit  will  show  of  itself  without  comment  how  fiilly  the 
office  force  has  been  busied,  and  is  an  abundant  earnest  of  its  future 
industry. 

No.  7  is  a  list  of  deputy  surveyors  who  have  at  any  time  during 
the  year  held  commissions. 

No.  8  is  a  diagram  of  the  State,  exhibiting  the  extent  and  condi- 
tion of  the  surveys  in  Louisiana.  It  represents  townships  which 
have  been  surveyed,  and  considered  complete,  as  far  as  necessary  and 
practicable  ;  those  now  under  contract ;  those  proposed  for  survey  ; 
those  which  require  corrective  or  additional  surveys ;  those  in  which 
there  are  no  swamp  lands,  or  none  mentioned  in  the  field  notes  of 
surveys  now  on  file  ;  and,  finally,  those  supposed  to  be  marsh,  untit 
for  cultivation.  Upon  it  has  been  placed,  at  the  General  Land  Office, 
the  ''  assumed  extent  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,"  and  I  have 
added,  in  a  light  shade  of  yellow,  the  lands  reserved  for  railroad 
purposes  in  the  several  districts  under  the  act  of  3d  June,  1856. 

The  closing  and  transfer  oF  this  office,  under  the  acts  of  1840  and 
1863,  is  an  object  which  is  kept  steadily  in  purpose  of  accomplish- 
ment, but  believing  it  wise  in  the  federal  government,  and  beneficial 
to  the  State,  I  would  recommend  that  legislation  be  devised,  by 
which  the  whole  land  system  within  her  limits  could  be  transferred 
to  Louisiana.  By  the  numerous  grants  of  school,  seminary,  internal 
improvement,  railroad,  and  swamp  lands,  she  has  come  into  poss^- 
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fiion  of  nearly  all  of  the  finest  portion  of  the  domain,  leaving  the 
small  remainder  insufficiently  productive  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
numerous  land  offices.  By  such  a  change,  the  managemeut  of  vexed 
questions  of  title  would  be  brought  within  her  home  tribunals,  the 
conduct  of  litigation  be  simplified  and  much  accelerated,  and  your 
department  be  relieved  of  a  most  complicated^  troublesome  branch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  McOULLOH, 

Surveyor  Generaly  Louisiana. 
Hon.  Thob.  a.  Hendricks, 

Commiasioner  of  General  Land  Office^ 

WaahingUmOUy.D.  O. 
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REPORT  OB'  THE 


No.  1. — Tabular  atcUement  of  surveying  contracts  in  Louisiana  on  the 

October,  1856,  fAc  date 


Dtte. 


Dec.  1, 1846 

Feb.  13,1852 

Mar.  29, 1853 

Jan.  10,1854 

Oct.  19,  1854 


Nov.  2,1854 
»  ec.  7, 1854 
Jan.     S, 1855 


Nov.    1,1855 

For.  17, 1855 

Dec.  1, 1855 
Dec.  20,  1855 
Jan.  2, 1856 
Jan.  11,1856 
May  7, 1856 
Sept.  18, 1856 

Oct.    17,1856 

Jan.  17,1857 
Jan.  27,  1857 
April  7,18.57 
June  13,  1857 
July  24,1857 


Name  of  contracton. 


Diitrict. 


J.  Claxton  Taylor |  Oreensburg. . . , 

Samuell'erin |  Southeastern.. 

Thomas  Hunter Northwestern. 

Silas  Taylor |  Southeastern. . 

Joseph  Gorlinski , do 


Andrew  Crawford , do 

GeorgH  E.  Brent ! do 

Thos.  H.  Weightman  ..!  Soul h western  . 


Noah  H.  Phelps do 

Maurice  Hauk6 Southeastern . 

A.  L.  Mershon.... 
Wm.  H.  Osbom  .. 
John  R.  Mershon  . 
Robert  Boyd. 


» Expiration  of 
contract. 


Dec.  1, 1647 
Feb.  1,1853 
June  1, 1854 
Jan.  1,  1855 
Jan.   1,1857 


Nov.  1,1855 
Mar.  1, 1856 
1,1856 


Jan. 


Jan.   1,1857 
do 


North  of  Red  river do 

Southwestern.. do...... 

Oreensburg do 

Southeastern Mar.  1 , 1 857 

John  M.  Bradford i  North  of  Red  river.    May  7,1857 

Tbomas  Hunter....   ...i  Southwestern j  July   1,1857 


Noali  H.  Phelps do.. 


...     I  July   1, 1&S8 

Samuel  C.  Hepburn... . !  North  of  Red  river. I  Jan.   1, 1858 

Wilson  C.  Rolicrt |  Southwestern do 

John  R.  Mershon I  Southeastern j  May  1,18.>8 

ThouiBs  Hunter Northwesteni '  Mar.  1,1858 

QeorgeS.  Walmsley....  Southwestc.ni do 


Time  extended 
to— 


Jan.   l,iaS7 
Jan.   1,1858 


Jan.   1,  1858 


I 


I' 

I 


190 
300 
216 
635 


210 
400 
600 


335 
360 
255 
160 
335 
110 
100 
175 
215 
135 

830 

96 

85 
365 
100 
135 


«7&8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


Aug.    5,1853     Thomas  Hunter Northwestern 


Jan.  6, 1856 
Feb.  9,1856 
Mar.  1,1856 
Mar.  19, 1856 
Mar.  34, 1856 
June  2,1856 
June  23, 1856 

June  28, 1856 

Aug.  30, 1856 
j^ept.  16,  1856 

Sept.  20, 1856 

Oct.  38,1856 

Nov.  5,1856 
Dec.  16,1856 

Jan.  3, 1857 
Jan.  16,1857 


To  any  deputy  surveyor. 

Tbomas  Hunter 

P.  O.  Oomay 

John  Rykowski...  .... 

A.  L.  Fields 

Maurice  Hauk6 

V.  Suhtkoiv-ki 


Maurice  Hauk6. 


P.  O.  Dugaa 

Thomas  Hunter., 


A.  L.  MerBhon.. 
...    do 


Robert  Boyd 

J.  Claxton  Taylor. 


Samuel  C.  Hepburn  . . . 
Robert  Boyd 


.do., 
do.. 


Southwestern . 

do 

do 

Southeastern.. 
do 


.do.. 


Southwestern 
Northwestern . 


Southeastern.. 
GreenHbiirg... 


North  of  Red  river. 
do 


Greensburg... 
Soutbeaatem. . 


ORDERS  OF 
July   1,1854  30  8 


To  be  pa 
To  be 


paid 


$5  per 
Tob**  pa 


$5  per 
To  be  pajid 


id  by  par 
bypaq 

8 
8 
8 
8 
8 

8 

8 


6n\   '.nth 
id  by  pflP 


day  and 
by  par 
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\8t  October,  1857,  and  indvding  those  annulled  or  completed  since  Xst 
of  Ixist  annual  report. 


n 


m 


95,578  05 


2,871  54 
379  00 


4,456  75 


5,644  76 

9,915  86 

3,174  0» 
1,668  90 
1,099  43 

'vis'da 

1,045  97 


S. 

11 


12 


9  i 

13. 


ll 


Bemarlu. 


Contract  in  condition  fltnted  in  report  of  October  1, 1856. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

No  returns 

Survey."  all  returned.    Townj^bip  18  south,  range  19  east,  and  township  19 

south,  range  17  east,  approved  and  paid  for;  township  17  south,  ranges  19 

and  20  east,  approved  and  sent  up  September  21, 1857 ;  township  17  south, 

range  31  east,  returned  and  being  examined. 
No  returns. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  fbr. 
Township 3  south,  ranges  3  and  3  east,  approved  and  sent  up;  township 3 

south,  range  1  east,  returned  and  being  examined ;  balance  of  surveys  not 

yet  completed. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 

Completed  and  paid  for  except  township  16  south,  range  31  east,  which  i« 

undergoing  examination. 
Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 
Approved  and  sent  up  September  16, 1857. 
Contract  completed  and  paid  for. 
No  returns. 

Contract  completed  and  paid  fbr. 
Contract  relinquished  June  13, 1857,  and  recontracted  to  George  S.  Walmsler 

July  34, 1857. 
Township  3  south,  range  2  east,  approved  and  paid ;  township  4  south,  range 

3  east,  returned  and  being  examined. 
No  returns. 

Surveys  reported  finished  in  the  field,  but  not  yet  returned. 
No  returns. 
No  returns. 
No  returns. 


SURVEY. 


ties  interest 

ed.... 

...... 

ties  interest 

ed.... 

expenses . . . 



ties  Interest 



ed.... 

expenses . . . 

tiet  interest 

ed.... 

Claims  of  Le  Clair,  Hlmeues,  Mendez,  and  Slaughter,  Sutton's  report,  Ntm 

2,  4, 16,  and  17,  in  townships  7  and  8  north,  range  5  west,  all  returned,  bin 

require  field  corrections. 
Survey  and  report  the  quality  of  land  in  east  half  of  section  27,  township  3(i 

north,  range  14  west.    See  report  to  Commissioner,  January  13, 1857. 
Claim  of  Charles  Pavie,  devisee  of  Athanase  de  Mezier,  B  1780,  township  10 

north,  ranges  7  and  8  west,  returned  and  approved. 
Survey  unsurveyed  portions  of  township  15  south,  ranges  11  and  12  east. 

north  of  Grand  Lalce,  returned  and  approved. 
Exterior  lines  heretofore  unsurveyed  necessary  to  complete  townships  13, 14. 

and  15  south,  ranges  1  and  2  east,  all  returned  and  approved. 
Rcsurveys  in  townships  15  and  16  south,  range  9  east,  and  township  16  south, 

range  10  east,  order  returned ;  reissued  to  F.  0.  Comay,  August  3, 1657. 
Subdivide  part  of  Paul  Toup's  claim  into  public  sectiona  in  township  14  noutb. 

range  20  east,  returned. 
Part  of  claim  of  Robert  Martin,  register's  report.  No.  134,  in  township  17 

south,  range  16  east,  surveys  arrested  by  threats  of  violence.    Sec  letteiv 

to  Commissioner  of  August  4, 1856,  and  March  9, 1857. 
Claim  of  Justus  La  Barre  Le  Beau,  register's  report.  No.  13,  in  township  13 

south,  range  20  east,  returned  and  approved. 
Survey  of  township  12  south,  range  9  east,  returned  and  approved. 
Correction  of  lines  bordering  the  claim  of  Charles  Pavie,  R.  and  R.  report,  No. 

37,  returned  and  approved. 
Claim  of  A.  B  Roman,  townships  19  and  13  south,  range  16  east,  returned 


and  approved. 

claim 

routin 
returned  and  approved. 


Survey  claim  of  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Ignacio  Delino  and  Mrs. 
Broutin,  widow  De  la  Ronde,  in  township  9  south,  range  15  east^ 


Survey  claim  of  Hannibal  Faulk  and  Randall  Livingston,  confirmed  by  aits 

of  August  6  and  18,  1856,  both  returned ;  that  of  Hannibal  Faulk  approved. 
Survey  double  concessions  to  claims  of  Juan  Gonzales  and  Miguel  de  Soto, 

Sutton's  report,  Nos.  23  and  29,  township  18  north,  range  10  east,  no 

returns. 
Completion  of  survey  of  conflicts  with  the  claim  of  Thomas  Bailey,  township* 

9  south,  range  1  west,  returned  and  approved. 
Resurveys  in  township  14  south,  ranges  14  and  15  east,  returned  and  approved.. 
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No.  1— 


Dftte. 

District. 

Expiration  of 
contract. 

Time  extended 
to— 

•s 

1 

1 

1 

Jan.  96,1857 

Thomas  Hunter 

V.  Sulakowaki 

North  western  .•••• . 

Jan.  31,1857 

Feb.  16,1857 

JnMnh  nArlinaIri 

do 

TnhP  iM 

iHW».. 

Mar.    6, 1857 

A.  L.  Menkon 

do 

*     "^  1^  "•  "J  r— 1 

April    3,1857 

April  16, 1857 

May  15, 1857 
July     3, 1857 

do 

,,, 

1 ...i 



8 

Idbypai 
idby^pai 

J.  K.  Lotbrop 

Noith  or  Bed  river. 
Southeastern. 

To  be  pa 

To  be  na' 

Joseph  OorUnaU 

Maurice  Hauk6 

do 

Aug.    3,1857 
Sept.   4,1857 

F.  O.  Comay 

B.  Valery  Mailb 

... 

8 

do 

To  be  pa 

idbypai 

BuaTaroK  OBifBRA.L*s  Orrios, 

DoiuiUwmvWc,  La,,  Odohtr  1, 1857. 
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Continued, 


It! 


s. 


tiet  interevt 


ed.. 


tiet  interest 
tie*  interest 


ties  interest' ed. 


Change  of  part  of  north  bovndanr  of  Orappe  claim,  under  Commissioner's 

instructions  of  January  19, 1857,  returned  and  approved. 
Survey  exterior  lines  of  townships  18,  19,  and  90  sooth,  range  90  east,  no 

returns. 
Survey  of  claims  of  James  Higaud,  township  18  south,  range  91  east,  returned 

and  being  examined. 
Survey  claim  of  John  Tuley,  0.  B.  86,  townships  8  and  9  sooth,  range  5  east, 

returned  and  approved. 
Survey  of  part  of  Plorian  claim,  townships  14  and  15  south,  ranges  18  and  19 

east,  and  township  16  south,  range  19  east,  and  such  surveys  of  other 

claims  as  made  necessary  thereby,  partial  returns  made. 
To  examine  and  correct  lines  of  sections  15  and  99,  township  11  north,  range 

8  east,  not  returned. 
Resurveys  in  township  15  south,  ranges  17  and  18  east,  returned  and  approved. 
Besurveys  in  township  13  south,  range  18  east,  no  returns. 
Resurveys  in  townships  15  and  16  south,  range  9  east,  and  township  16  sooth, 

range  10  east,  no  returns. 
Survey  lots  in  sections  95, 96, 35,  and  36,  township  8  south,  range  6  east,  no 


WM.  J.  McCULLOH, 

Stttwegor  Oswsruiy  Zm, 
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REPORT   OP   THE 


No.   2. 

StcUemerU  showing  the  estimated  amount  of  liabtliiies  of  the  surveying 
department  in  Louisiana j  for  surveys  unaer  contract  and  instructions, 
on  the  1st  of  October^  1857. 


DetcriptiOfD  of  the  lanrejrt. 


IfOETHWBBTIftlf  DIITUOT. 


Toimhips  7  And  8  north,  nnge  5we«t* 

Townships  18, 19,  and  90  north,  rmnce  14  west,  and 
townshipaaoandainorth,  nui(el5  weat 


Total. 


aOUTBWiaTBUI  DHTftlCT. 

Townahip  9  louth,  range  1  east,  105  miles ;  town- 
ahip  3  aouth,  ranee  1  eait,  195mUea 

Townships  15  and  16  south,  range  9  east,  40  miles : 
township  16  soath,  range  10  east,  95  miles 

Townships  3. 4, and  5  south,  range  19  west;  town- 
ships 4,  5, 6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  south,  range  13  west. . 

Township  4  south ,  range  3  east 

Townahip  9  north,  range  4  east 


Total. 


aOOTBEASTBKlf   DISTRICT. 

Township  19  south,  ranse  8  east,  80  miles ;  town- 
ship 13  south,  range  8 east,  10  miles;  township 
14  south,  range  9  east,  10  miles ;  township  19 
south,  range  9  east,  80  miles ;  township  13  south, 
range  9  east,  10  miles,  cast  of  Mississippi  river. . . 

Township  13  south,  range  13  east,  10  miles ;  town- 
ship 13  south,  range  14  east,  190  miles,  west  of 
Mississippi  river 

Township  17  south,  range  91  east,  90  miles,  west  of 
Mississippi  river    

Township  6  south,  range  9  east,  west  of  Mississippi 
river 

Township  16  south,  range  91  east,  west  of  Missis- 
sippi river 

Township  17  south,  range  16  east,  west  of  Missis- 
sippi river 

Township  4  south,  range  10  east,  west  of  Blississippi 
river 

Townships  14  and  15  south,  ranges  18  and  19  east, 
west  of  Mississippi  rivcrf 

Township 5 south, range  8 east,  165  miles;  town- 
ship 6  south,  range  8  east,  100  miles,  west  of  Mis- 
sissippi river 

Township  13  south,  range  18  east,  west  of  Missis- 
sippi river 


Total. 


DISTRICT  NORTH  OT  EBD  RIVBR. 

Township  10 north,  range  5  east,  85  nic* -  (own- 
ship  8  south,  range  4  east,  10  miles....     


30 
100 


930 

65 

135 
170 
85 


190 

130 
90 
940 
95 
10 
175 
150 
965 

35 


800  00 


1,840  00 

590  00 

1,080  00 

1,300  00 

680  00 


5,480  00 


1,590  00 

1,040  00 

160  00 

1,680  00 

900  00 

80  00 

1,400  00 

1,900  00 

9,190  00 

980  00 
9,690  00 


780  00 


Name  of  sttrvejror. 


Thomas  Hunter.. 
Thomas  Hunter 


Th.  H.  Weightman 

F.  O.  Comaj 

Qeo.  B.  Walmsley 
Noah  H.Phelps.. 
Wilson  0.  Robert 


Samuel  Perin . . . 

Silas  Taylor 

Joseph  Gorlinski. 
Andrew  Crawford 
Maurice  Hauk6.. 
y.  Bulakowski.. 
Robert  Boyd. ... 
Joseph  Gorlinski 
John  R.  Mershon. 

Maurice  Hauk«. 


Sam.  0.  Hepburn 


II 


|1 


Aug.     5, 18S3 
June  13, 1857 


Jan.     9, 18U 

Aug.  S,18&7 
(InvtmctioBs  ) 
July  94,1857 
Oct.  17,1856 
Jan.   97,1857 


Feb.   19,1851 

Jan.  IC,  1854 

Oct.  19,1854 

Nov.  9,1854 

Nov.  17,  1855 

June  99^  1856 
(Instructions.) 
Jan.    11,1856 

April  3,1857 
(Instructions.) 
April     7,1857 

July  3, 1857 
(Instructions  ) 


Jan.    17,1857 


*  Several  Button's  claima. 


f  To  complete  Florian  claim  and  other  necessary  swreys. 
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Description  of  the  minreya. 


BUEO  oisniioT. 


Township  7  south,  range  1  west,  90  miles ;  town- 
ship 6  south,  range  1  west,  60  miles ;  townships 

8  and  9  south,  range  8  east,  90  miles 

Add  the  following  unsettled  accounts : 

George  £.  Vonzandt,  for  township  9  south,  range 
13  east,  sent  up  December  93,  1846 

H.  T.  Williams,  tor  lownahip  1  south,  ranges  5  and 
6  west,  sent  up  June  :IU,  1847 , 


Total. 


Total  amount  ot  liabiUties  . 


I 


170 


u 


#1,300  00 

796  00 
386  11 


9,479  11 


19,379  11 


Name  of  surveyor.! 


J. aaxton Taylor.'  Deo.     1,1840 


BuRVBTOR  Obnrral's  OmoB, 

DonaldionoiUe,  La.,  Odi^bcr  1, 1897. 


WM.  J.  McCULLOH, 
Survsyor  <?en<ria  of  L9vkUina% 
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REPORT  OP  THE 


No.  3. 


Proposed  surveys  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1859,  including  those  already  authorissed  by  appropriations. 


Difltricta  and  towiuhipi. 

,1 

1 

i 

Neceasitj  of  reaorrey,  how  sbown. 

BOUTBWUTBKlf. 

TowfishlD  15  MMith.  ranee  7  eaft 

30 
160 

10 
50 

8 
8 

•940 
1^ 

80 
400 

Towniihin  3  noiith   ranvp  3  f^ftirt .••• ....  .■■•  ••••  •■•• 

Fuither  examination  and  report  re- 

Township  13  south)  range  6  eut. 

June  98, 1855. 
Necesrity  explained  in  tet  report. 

Section  Unes  throagh  Lake  Tame  and  other  thallow 
lakea. 

Total  in  ioathwettem  diatricL 

9,000 

jfOETB  or  RB»  Kiyaa. 
Toffnthin  1 1  north,  ranee  11  eatt. ................. 

80 

8 

640 

Neeeaaity  explained  in  last  report. 

Total  in  the  district  north  of  Bed  river 

640 

setrraBAiTBRif,  warr  or  kitse. 

Township  19  south,  range  14  eaat,  30  mUes ;  town- 
ship 90  south,  range  99  eaat.  15  miles ;  township 
15 south,  ranfe  19  east,  10 miles;  township  90 
sooth,  range  9i  east,  90  miles. 

Township  15  south,  range  94  east,  80  mUes ;  town- 
ship 16  south,  ranges  94  and  95  east,  W  miles. 

Township  15  south,  ranges  17  and  18  east,  south  of 
Lafourche. 

aOUTHBASTSaif,  BA^ST  Or  EXTBB. 

Township  19  south,  range  11  east,  New  Orieana 
township. 

75 

170 
900 

150 
900 

8 

8 

8 

90 
8 

600 

1,380 
1,600 

3,000 

Proposed  in  previoos  estimates,  and 
necessity  ftaUy  detailed  in  repoiis 
ofl854, 1855,  and  1850. 

6,560 

RORTHWBSTBUI. 

Baline,  Bisteneau,  Bodcane,  Bayou  Pierre,  and 
other  shallow  lakes. 

1,600 

Total  in  the  northwestern  district 

1,600 

Total  of  proposed  sunreys •. 

10,800 

BoRTBTOB  Obhera^l's  OmcB, 

DonaUtonvUle,  La.,  Odober  1, 1857. 


WM.  J.  MoCfULLOR, 

BBTteyor  CfntkrmiyLm, 
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No.  4. 

Estimate  of  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1859,  for  surveys  in  Louisiana,  for  compensation  of  the  surveyor 
general  and  the  clerks  in  his  office  ^  and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of 
ihe  surveyor  general's  office. 


PrmentUabilUimfQrui^paidmrveytun^ 


Sonth western  district 

Northwestern  district 

Southeast :;m  district  ... 

North  of  Red  River  district 
Greensburg  distiict 


Propoted  mtrveys  at  augmented  ratm^  $8  per  mtZf ,  of  thu  and  former 
yean. 


Southwestern  district 

North  of  Red  River  district  . 

Southeastern  district 

Northwestern  district 


Proposed  resurvej,  at  $20  per  mile,  of  New  Orleans  township , 
Salary  and  expenses  of  surveyor  of  private  claims 


Total  liabilities,  actual  and  proposed  . 
Total  appropriation  on  hand 


To  be  appropriated  for  surveys  ..... 
For  etdaanm. 


Compensation  of  the  surveyor  general . .... 

Four  clerks  (for  current  business  of  the  office) 

Four  clerks,  to  be  employed  in  examining  and  protracting 

surveyor's  returns . 

Two  draughtsmen  preparing  maps,  &c 


OofUingeni  expeMtt, 

Rent  of  rooms  for  surveyor  general's  office 

Stationery,  furniture,  postage,  book  binding.  Ice,  freight, 
fuel,  copy  of  documents  from  register,  servant  hire,  &c.... 


Total  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  the  year  ending 
Jane  SO,  1869 


$5,480  00 

1,040  00 

9, 620  00 

760  00 

2,472  11 


2,000  00 

640  00 

6,660  00 

1, 600  00 


2,000  00 
4,400  00 

4,400  00 
2,400  00 


400  0» 
1,400  00 


$19,372  11 


10,800  00 
3,000  00 
3, 000  00 


36,172  11 
21,344  63 


14,827  48 


13,200  00 


1,800  00 


29,827  48 


SUBVBTOB  GimSRAL'S  OlTIOl, 

DonakUonvOU,  La.,  October  1,  1867. 


WM.  J    McCULLOH,  Surveyor  Oeiwral,  La. 
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REPORT   OF   THE 


No.   5. 

Statement  of  swamp  lands  accruing  to  the  State  of  LouUinna  under  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1849,  and  Sep- 
tember 28,  1850,  precepting  such  portions  thereof  as  are  righffuUy 
claimed  or  otoned  by  individuals j  listed  to  date  since  October  1,  1856, 
by  the  surveyor  general  of  Louisiana, 


Didrid  north  of  Red  river. 


Township 

Range. 

unsurveyed. 

Total. 

1  north . 

Z  east 

Acrm. 

1,387.63 

1,848.28 

33.16 

563.  62 

6,081.85 

14, 626.  92 

702. 09 

1,945.38 

8,697.76 

160.50 

447.  30 

40.00 

569.  23 

63.84 

360.  78 

88.40 

191.  28 

Aeret. 

.......... 

Aem. 
1,387.63 

2  north 

3  east 

1,848.28 

2  north . 

4  east 

33.16 

3  north . 

2  east 

563. 63 

3  north  ---. 

3  cast 

6,081.85 

3  north 

4  east 

14, 626. 93 

4  north  -. 

2  east 

702. 09 

4  north 

1  east 

1,945.38 

5  north  . 

1  west 

8,697.76 

6  north  .. 

east .-...--.- 

160.50 

9  north  -. 

east -----.-•. 

............ 

447.30 

9  north 

east 

40.00 

12  north 

4  east 



569. 23 

13  north  . 

4  east 

63.84 

15  north  ...... 

2  east 

360.  78 

15  north .-... 

3  east 

88.40 

15  north 

4  east 

191.28 

15  north 

5  east 

298.  84 

169.  62 

648. 17 

256.  32 

176.  56 

409.  12 

5,403.02 

40.03 

318.  90 

80  00 

5.76 

1,007.40 

40.05 

6,409.64 

18,301.89 

117  09 

279.  87 

322. 28 

139. 16 

4, 106.  05 

20,561.77 

11,521.60 

783  30 

229.  22 

37.56 

440.  46 

46.76 

11,315.40 

298.84 

15  north 

10  east 

169.  62 

15  north 

14  east 

648.17 

15  north  -     . 

15  east 

256. 32 

16  north .... 

3  east 

176.  56 

16  north 

4  east 

409. 12 

16  north 

8  east 

5, 403.  02 

16  north 

5  east 

40.03 

16  north . . 

9  east 





318.90 

16  north 

10  east 

80.00 

17  north  

3  east 

6.76 

17  north 

5  east 

1,007.40 

17  north  

6  cast 

40.05 

17  north 

7  east 

6,409.64 

17  north 

8  east 

18,301.89 

17  north 

10  east 

117.09 

17  north 

11  east 

279. 87 

18  north 

4  east 

322.28 

18  north  

6  east............ 

139. 16 

18  north 

7  east 

4,106.06 

18  north 

8  east 

20, 561. 77 

18  north 

9  east 

11,521.60 

18  north 

10  east 

783.30 

19  north 

3  east 

229. 22 

19  north 

4  east 

37.56 

19  north               

6  east 

440.46 

19  north                 

7  east .... 

46.76 

19  north 

10  east 

11,315.40 
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Township. 

Range. 

liind  sunreyeJ. 

Estimated, 
unsurveyed. 

Acres, 

Total. 

19  north 

11  east 

1  east 

Acres. 
814.08 

Acres 
814.08 

20  north  .....       .   . 

40.20 

40.  20 

20  north 

9  east 

11  east 

4  Ciist 

5  ejist 

8  east 

9  east 

11  east 

H  east 

t     8  east 

7  east 

1 0  ciist     

17,669.81 

626.  27 

1,324.72 

1,769.68 

79.64 

17,051.12 

85.61 

17,669.81 

20  north    .   _. 

525.  27 

21  north 

1,324  72 

21  north 

1,759.68 

21  north . 

79.64 

21  north 

17,051.12 

21  north 

85.51 

22  north 

25.80 
998.  65 

25.80 

22  north .-.. 

998. 65 

22  north 

794.  04 

458.  68 

639.  60 

80.00 

1,434  72 

794  04 

22  north  

458. 68 

22  north 

11  east 

539.  60 

23  north 

7  east 

80.00 

23  north 

8  east 

1,434.72 

Total 

164,965.38 

164  955  38 

SouUiwetlem  district. 


2  north  -- 

1  cast 

2,382.56 
651.  16 
884.  79 
159.  08 

1,681.00 
254.  20 
413.  G2 
304. 00 
473. 38 

1,788.83 
82.83 

7,625.47 
10,815.01 

6, 176.  93 

316.76 

75.02 

2,556.95 
288.  84 
227.  52 
304.  35 

7,363  16 

3,804.67 
326.  70 

2,585.60 

1,546.20 

7,082.20 

2,382.56 
651.  16 

2  north        ...   . - . - 

1  west ....... 

9  north      -   

2  west 

884.  79 

4  north    ...    ...... 

2  west 

159.  08 

4  north    

3  west 

1,681.00 

6  north ....... 

3  west 

2  west 

2  west 

3  west 

254.  20 

5  south    .... 

413.  62 

6  south 

304.00 

6  south  

473.  38 

7  south 

2  west  .. -. 

1,788.83 

7  south  

3  west 

82.83 

2  south  

2  east 

7,625.47 

2  south 

3  east... ... 

10,815.01 

3  south  

2  east 

5, 176.  93 

7  fo"th  

1  ennt.  .. 



316  76 

8  south 

1  east.. 

1  east 

10  east 

75.02 

9  south ... 

2.556.96 

10  south  

288. 84 

11  south -. 

4  east 

227  52 

11  south  

7  east 

304. 36 

12  south  

9  east - 

7,363.  16 

13  south 

2  east 

7,983.41 
21,198.15 

226.'92" 

11,788.08 

14  south  

2  east 

21,524.85 

15  south  

1  east 

2,585  60 

16  sou'h    -. 

11  east 

1,773.  12 

15  south 

12  east 

7,082.20 

Total 

59, 170. 83 

29.408.48 

88,579.31 
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Scutheaila%  dkbieL,  wed  </  Mitnu^  river. 


Township. 

Range. 

Land  surveyed. 

Estimated, 
onsunreyed. 

ToXbX, 

6  sonth  .....  ..... 

11  east 

Acrei, 

6.88 

15.48 

801.80 

828.  04 

4, 049. 02 

16.72 

8.00 

6, 095.  92 

3,718.88 

108.  28 

Acreii. 

Aerm. 

6.88 

6  south  ....  ...... 

10  east 

16.48 

9  south 

10  east 

801.80 

13  south 

16  east 

3, 438. 20 
4, 066.  32 

4,266.34 

8, 106.  34 

16.72 

13  south 

20  east 

13  south        -   - 

21  east 

14  south      

20  east 

8.00 

14  south --.-.-.- 

21  east 

12, 623. 28 
10,820.72 

18,719.20 

14,639.60 

108.28 

14  south  

22  east 

15  south 

18  east 

16  south 

20  east 

6, 787.  64 

14, 922.  96 

7,  273.  73 

5,787.64 

5,787.64 

14,922.96 

7,273.73 

6,278.26 

390. 79 

15  south 

21  east 

15  south 

22  east 

15  south  ........... 

23  east 

.......... .... 

490. 56 
390.  79 

16  south 

19  east 

17  south 

18  east 

2,510.00 

11,419.88 

2,766.80 

897.72" 

2,510  00 

17  south 

19  east 

2, 453.  60 

4,743  44 

105.  68 

5,563.06 

13. 873. 48 

17  south 

20  east     

7  510.24 

18  south 

20  east -- 

105.68 

19  south 

17  east 

6,460.78 

•IV)tal           

29.395.15 

82,304.89 

111  700  04 

NorOuffedem  fSMriet. 


10  north  ..... .. 

7  west 

533.  79 

2,219.60 

1,834.85 

447  45 

478.  80 

1,745.30 

563. 59 

357.  62 

633  79 

10  north 

8  west 

2  219  60 

11  north 

9  west 

1, 834.  85 

11  north  

11  west 

447.46 

478  80 

14  north 

11  west 

15  north 

12  west 

1  745  30 

17  north 

13  west 

563  59 

19  north 

8  west 

357.62 

Total 

8,181.00 

8,181.00 

Total 


BECAPITULA.TION. 

of  swamp  land  selected  in  the  district  north  of  Red  river ..164, 955. 38 

southwestern  district 88,679.31 

southeastern  dist.  west  of  Miss,  river.  Ill,  700. 04 
northwestern  district 8, 181. 00 


Grand  total 373,415.73 


But  the  net  total  to  be  added  to  selections  made  up  to  date  of  last  report  is  only  .  .335, 739. 26 


WM.  J. 

SlTBYBTOB  GbOERAL'S  OmCB, 

DonaldeonvOU,  Lomtkma,  Odober  1,  1857. 


MoCULLOH,  Surveyor  Oenend,  La. 
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FLORIDA. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
St.  Augustine,  Flariday  October  16,  1857. 

Sir  :  Conforming  to  the  requirements  of  a  communication  received 
from  your  office,  dated  May  — ,  1857,  I  herewith  transmit,  in  tripli- 
cate, my  annual  report  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  this  office 
since  my  last  annual  report. 

A  is  a  diagram  or  map  of  Florida,  giving  in  one  connected  view 
the  condition  and  extent  of  the  surveys  in  the  State. 

Owing  to  the  continued  hostilities  of  the  Seminole  Indians  no  sur- 
veys have  been  extended  southward  since  my  last  annual  report ;  it  is 
proper,  however,  to  remark  that  the  object  of  this  office  in  the  mean 
time  has  been  to  press  forward  the  attainment  of  the  completion  of 
the  records  of  the  office,  so  that  the  archives  may  be  turned  over  to 
the  authorities  of  the  State,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June 
12,  1840,  immediately  upon  the  closing  up  of  the  surveys.  Upon 
the  retirement  of  the  Seminoles  west  of  the  Mississippi,  according  to 
their  treaty  stipulations,  which  it  is  now  confidently  believed  will 
occur  during  the  next  three  or  four  months,  the  deputies  will  be  re- 
quired to  at  once  take  the  field,  and  the  present  number,  by  continu- 
ing at  work,  can  finish  up  the  whole  surveys  required,  and  return 
thereof  can  be  made  to  the  Gendtal  Land  Office  by  the  1st  of  May, 
1859. 

In  progress  of  making  out  the  history  and  full  index  of  each  title 
of  the  confirmed  and  surveyed  '*  private  land  claims,"  for  the  purpose 
of  recording  them  in  special  books,  in  order  to  insure  their  presenta- 
tion, it  has  been  discovered  that  thirty-eight  confirmed  claims  in 
East  Florida,  and  ten  in  West  Florida,  making  in  the  aggregate 
61,740  acres,  remain  unsurveyed.  These  '*  claims"  have  not  been 
surveyed  and  thus  separated  from  the  United  States  lands,  because 
their  precise  locality  cannot  be  designated  or  ascertained  with  any 
degree  of  correctness,  on  account  of  the  vagueness  and  uncertainty  of 
description.  As  a  considerable  portion  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  Florida  have  been  sold  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
remaining  area  of  the  State,  by  the  terms  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of 
April  30,  1820,  3d  March,  1823,  4th  September,  1841,  3d  March, 
1845,  28th  September,  1850,  and  17th  May,  1856,  has  passed  to  the 
State,  much  of  which  has  been  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  it  would 
now  cause  much  litigation  and  endless  trouble  to  locate  and  survey 
many  of  these  *' claims"  at  any  place.  Under  such  circumstances,  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  authorize  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  allow  each  claimant  to  take 
the  amount  confirmed  to  him  anywhere  in  the  State  in  legal  divi- 
sions or  subdivisions.  Such  a  measure,  it  is  believed,  would  close  up 
at  once  all  the  cases  of  this  class,  which  otherwise  must  necessarily 
remain  unsettled,  and  hanging  in  suspense  for  an  indefinite  period, 
operating  alike  detrimental  to  the  public  and  private  interests. 

Only  one  list  of  '*  swamp  lands"  has  been  received  from  the  Statp 
authorities  sincemy  last  annual  report ;  it  was  received  on  the  16  th 
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daj  of  July,  at  once  acted  upon,  and  a  copy  of  the  approved  list  sent 
to  the  proper  land  office  and  to  Washington  August  28,  1857. 
B  is  a  statement  of  contracts  not  closed. 

C  is  an  estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  of  Florioa  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June, 
1859. 

If  the  Seminoles  should  emigrate  to  the  homes  provided  for  them  in 
the  west,  as  is  expected,  to  finish  the  surveys  in  the  State  in  the  time 
contemplated,  will  require,  in  addition  to  present  balances,  about 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  which  I  have  estimated. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WESTCOTT, 

Surveyor  General  of  Florida. 
Hon.  Thos.  a.  Hbndbicks, 

Oommiaaioner  of  General  Land  Office , 

Waahingtony  D.  C. 
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C. 


Estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  Florida  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 


Object  of  appropriation. 


Amount. 


Balary  of  surveyor  general 

For  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  gcneml,  as  now  by  law  allotted 

for  the  regular  ami  necessary  business  of  the  office 

For  contingent  expenses - 

For  the  survey  of  the  public  land 


$2,000  00 

5.500  00 

500  00 

20,000  00 


Total . 


28, 000  00 


JOHN  WESTCOTT, 

Surveytn-  General  qf  Florida. 
Sdbybtob  Gknbral's  Officb, 

St.  Attgtulme,  Florida,  Odober  16,  1857. 


CALIFORNIA. 

United  States  Surveyor  General's  Ofpicb, 
San  Francisco,  Caiifomiaj  September  30,  1857. 

Sir:  In  conformity  to  usage  and  instructions  from  your  depart- 
ment I  submit  this  annual  report,  accompanied  by  a  general  map  of 
the  State,  delineating  the  surveys. 

Having  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  as  surveyor  general  at 
so  late  a  period,  (the  9th  instant,)  it  will  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  ex- 
pected by  the  department  that  I  shall  be  able  to  give  my  views  very 
elaborately  as  to  the  past,  present,  and  future  policy  of  the  office. 

The  details  of  the  surveying  operations  in  the  State  to  the  present 
time  having  been  recently  given  to  the  department  by  my  predecessor, 
Colonel  Hays,  in  a  synoptical  report,  I  shall  adopt  his  tabular  state- 
ments, presuming  them  to  be  correct. 

Surveying  operations  during  the  past  year. 

The  records  of  the  office  show  an  unprecedented  amount  of  work 
performed.  This  it  appears  has  been  done,  in  the  main,  under  old 
and  previously  existing  contracts,  as  but  four  have  been  entered  into 
since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  to  wit  : 

With  R.  W.  Groom,  dated  October  9,  1856. 

With  Henry  Washington,  dated  October  15,  1856. 

With  John  S.  Murray,  dated  December  23,  1856. 

With  A.  P.  Green,  dated  January  .1,  1857. 

The  work  performed  under  the  old  and  new  contracts,  as  shown  by 
the  records  of  the  office,  has  exceeded,  as  it  appears,  to  a  very  con- 
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siderable  amount  the  means  provided  by  Congress  for  the  payment  of 
the  same. 

The  excess,  including  the  work  in  the  office  in  preparation  for  the 
department,  the  accounts  for  which  have  not  been  forwarded,  together 
with  surveys  of  ranches  previous  to  the  30th  of  June,  is  estimated 
at  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

The  explanation  of  this  matter  is  given  by  my  predecessor,  Colonel 
Hays,  in  his  synoptical  report  to  the  department,  dated  the  4th  in- 
stant, and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  amount  of  the  work  embraced  in  the  contracts  existing  pre- 
viously to  my  last  report,  as  well  as  the  few  that  have  been  let  since, 
was  not,  as  a  general  thing,  limited,  as  a  more  prudent  course  may 
probably  have  indicated.  The  distance  of  the  work  from  the  office, 
the  difficulty  and  expense  attendant  upon  the  procurement  of  the 
necessary  outfit  of  men,  animals,  and  provisions  for  work  of  the  kind, 
situated  as  it  is  in  most  instances  in  the  section  of  the  country  but 
sparsely  populated  ;  indeed,  in  a  measure,  a  more  liberal  course  of 
contracting  than  would,  under  other  and  more  favorable  circum- 
stances, have  been  adopted  by  not  designating  the  number  of  miles  to 
be  surveyed  under  each  contract. 

**A8  it  is,  the  amount  of  work  done  by  each  of  the  deputies  during 
the  year  has  very  far  exceeded  my  most  liberal  anticipations,  and 
consequently  the  aggregate  of  the  expenses  incurred  thereby  has  very 
considerably  exceeded  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  applicable 
to  surveys  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1857,  as  well  as 
the  balances  of  the  former  appropriations. 

^*  For  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1857,  I  asked  for  an 
appropriation  for  surveying  public  lands  and  private  land  claims 
over  and  above  the  balances  as  aforesaid,  then  on  hand 

of |150,000 

"  The  amount  appropriated  was 50,000 

1100,000 

"For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858,  the 

amount  asked  for  was 350,000 

"  The  amount  appropriated  was 100,000 

250,000 

**  Making  a  diflTerence  of. 350,000 

between  the  amount  estimated  as  necessary  to  carry  on  the  surveying 
operations  in  California  and  the  amount  which  Congress  deemed  it 
proper  to  appropriate.  The  liberal  appropriafions  that  had  been 
made  in  previous  years  by  Congress  for  the  same  service  induced  the 
belief  that  the  same  policy  was  to  be  continued.  Consequently  more 
work  has  been  accomplished  than  under  existing  circumstances  should 
have  been. 

"The  only  evils  resulting  therefrom  are,  in  the  first  place,  a  depar- 
ture, on  my  part  unintentionally,  from  the  policy  of  the  government; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  in  the  serious  effect  it  must  have  on  the 
deputy  surveyors,  in  being  compelled  to  await  the  action  of  Congress 
in  their  behalf  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  must  work  a  serious 
injury  to  all  and  inevitable  ruin  to  many." 
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The  work  under  the  contracts  entered  into  by  mj  predecessor  is 
DOW  closed,  with  the  exception  of  the  return  of  a  few  fractional  town- 
ships of  small  amount  closing  on  some  ranch  surveys. 

The  following  exhibit  shows  the  operations  in  the  field  and  in  the 
o£Sce,  as  well  for  the  year  past  as  for  the  period  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  organization  of  the  surveyor  general's  office  in  California. 

Surveys  of  public  lands. 


Brm  and  me« 
ridian  lines. 

SUndard 
lines. 

Trarerse  and 
merid*o  lints 

Township 
Unes. 

SMUon  llnta. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report. ..............*... 

JtftZef. 

942 
135 

MOet. 

3,210 
162 

MiUt. 

2,010 
180 

MOet. 

13,784 
2,509 

iftZet. 
41,342 

During  the  past  year 

17,396 

Total  to  the  present  time... 

1,077 

3,372 

2,190 

16,293 

68,737 

Qrand  total  of  suryeyed  lines  to  date,  81,669  miles. 

Rancho  surveys  under  confirmed  claims. 

The  numher  of  ranches  surveyed  at  Ihe  last  annual  report t 

The  number  of  ranchos  surveyed  during  the  year  and  plats  forwarded 38 

The  number  of  ranchos  surveyed  but  not  acted  upon 26 

Total  number  of  ranchos  surveyed  and  plats  and  field  notes  returned  to  date 66 

For  list  of  rancho  surveys  see  appendix  A. 


Nurnber 

of  maps  i 

%nd  phis  constructed. 

For   sarTeyor 
gen*rs  offlco. 

for  Departm*t 
at  Washing- 
ton. 

For  land  office 
atMarysTiUe. 

For  land  offlcr 
at  Ban  Fran- 
cisco. 

For  land  office 
at  Los  Ange- 
les. 

Standard  and  township  lines 
at  date  of  last  report 

134 
51 

134 
51 

Hiis  year..... .... 

Total 

185 

186 

.......... 

Township  subdivisions  at  date 
of  last  report.......^..... 

745 
676 

746 
660 

97 
29 

279 
56 

299 

This  year.................. 

163 

Total 

1,321 

1,296 

126 

334 

462 

Baocho  maps  at  date  of  last 
report ........... 

2 
38 

2 
38 

This  year... ....... ........ 

Total 

40 

40 

• 
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A  general  map  showing  the  progress  of  the  surveys  of  the  State  has 
heen  made  out  each  year  in  duplicate,  making  twelve  in  all. 

Location  of  surveying  operationa  for  the  year. 

The  surveys  of  the  year  have  been  mostly  confined  to  the  district 
of  country  north,  east,  and  south  of  San  Bernardino.  Whether  the 
policy  of  my  predecessor  in  prosecuting  these  surveys  has  been  judi- 
cious or  not,  I  am  not  at  present  called  upon  to  decide.  This  much 
may  be  said,  however,  that  the  value  of  this  section  of  the  country  as 
an  agricultural  district  is  believed  to  have  been,  as  a  general  thing, 
very  much  underrated.  Recent  explorations  and  examinations  by  a 
gentleman  of  much  scientific  research  of  the  portion  generally  re- 
puted to  be  a  '*  barren  waste"  or  a  "sandy  desert,"  show  it  to  be  in 
a  high  degree  productive,  covered  as  it  is  in  most  instances  with  mi- 
nute, fresh  and  brackish  water  shells,  in  many  places  of  great  depth. 
He  also  represents  that  water  in  the  dryer  and  more  barren  portions 
of  the  district  examined  can  be  procured  by  an  excavation  of  from 
ten  to  thirty  feet.  His  opinion  seems  to  be  that  this  *'  barren"  dis- 
trict will  at  no  distant  day  be  the  most  productive  region  of  the 
State.  Surveys  have  been  prosecuted  to  some  extent  along  the  val- 
leys of  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  bordering  on  Morio 
and  Owen's  lakes,  and  adjoining  the  supposed  eastern  boundary  of 
the  State.  These  valleys  are  represented  as  desirable  for  stock  farms 
and  eagerly  sought  by  immigrants.  Surveys  to  a  limited  extent  have 
been  prosecuted  along  the  valleys  of  some  of  the  branches  of  the  upper 
Sacramento,  and  also  adjacent  to  the  coast  near  Humboldt. 


S: 


Future  surveys. 

It  is  proposed  to  confine  the  operations  of  the  present  fiscal  year 
rincipally  to  the  survey  of  finally  confirmed  ranches  and  the  sub- 
ivision  of  such  of  the  public  lands  as  border  thereon.  Should  the 
appropriation  applicable  to  surveys  be  found  sufficient,  some  portions 
of  the  country  bordering  on  Pitt  river  and  Honey  lake,  as  well  as 
Trinity  river,  might  be  advantageously  subdivided,  and  may  receive 
attention. 

An  extension  of  standard  and  township  lines  into  portions  of  the 
mineral  region  where  it  can  possibly  be  done  should  receive  early  at- 
tention, so  as  to  enable  those  occupying  the  agricultural  portions  to 
definitely  indicate  and  determine  their  location.  Justice  to  them 
would  seem  to  require  that  something  should  be  done  to  segregate 
such  lands  from  those  containing  mineral,  and  thereby  encourage  agri- 
culture in  portions  of  the  State  where  it  is  so  much  needed. 

Final  survey  of  privcUe  land  claims. 

It  is  ten  years  since  we  took  possession  of  California,  which  was 
soon  followed  by  the  discovery  of  its  vast  mineral  wealth,  and  a  con- 
sequent influx  of  immigration  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  civili- 
zation.   Many  of  these  immigrants  soon  found  that  independent  of 
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th6  mineral  attractions^  the  agricultural  advantages  were  also  superior 
to  those  of  any  of  the  older  States.  It  was  soon  ascertained,  how- 
•ever,  that  the  best  lands  of  the  State  were,  in  the  main,  covered  bv 
numerous  large  grants  derived  from  the  former  government  with 
limits,  in  most  instances  but  very  loosely  defined;  and  hence  the  set- 
tlers were  often  in  doubt  whether  particular  tracts  formed  portions  of 
the  public  domain  to  which  they  could  acquire  pre-emptioR  rights,  or 
whether  they  were  within  the  limits  of  a  grant.  The  uncertainty 
incident  to  this  state  of  affairs  not  only  created  much  ill  feeling  be- 
tween the  setliers  and  the  rancho  claimants,  but  it  has  very  greatly 
retarded  permanent  improvements,  as  well  as  the  development  of  the 
agricultural  resources  and  capabilities  of  the  country,  few  being  will- 
ing  during  this  state  ef  doubt  to  make  permanent  improvements. 
•Under  the  operations  of  the  act  of  1851,  for  the  examination  of  land 
titles  in  this  State,  very  many  cases  have  alreadv  been  finally  decided; 
and  in  a  short  time  the  great  mass  of  them  will  be  definitely  settled, 
as  far  as  the  UUea  are  concerned,  aad  onlv  the  action  on  the  part  of 
this  office  will  be  needed  to  discriminate  between  the  private  claims 
thus  recognized  and  the  contiguous  public  lands. 

As  soon  as  this  discrimination  and  segregation  shall  be  finally 
-effected,  a  brighter  day  will  dawn  upon  the  prospects  of  the  a^icul- 
tural  portion  of  our  citizens,  who  will  be  enabled  to  secure  titles  to 
their  homes,  either  by  pre-emption  from  the  United  States,  where 
they  are  on  public  lands,  or  by  purchase  from  the  confirmees,  where 
they  are  within  the  limits  of  a  private  grant.  In  either  event  they 
^ill  go  on  with  renewed  vigor  and  spirit  in  the  great  work  of  proving 
the  vast  agricultural  advantages  of  this  country.  Permanent  ana 
valuable  improvements  will  take  the  place  of  their  temporary  ones, 
and  they  will  speedily  demonstrate  the  fact  that  the  proper  cultiva- 
tion of  our  productive  soil  is  as  certain  a  road  to  competency,  if  not 
to  wealth,  as  the  working  of  our  gold  placers  and  quartz  veins. 

So  soon  as  the  ranches  are  finally  surveyed,  then  the  adjacent 
public  lands  can  be  safely  subdivided  and  brought  into  market;  and 
^8  those  lands  are  generally  the  most  valuable  and  desirable  farming 
lands  in  the  State^  they  will  be  speedily  entered,  and  the  government 
will  begin  to  derive  a  revenue  therefrom.  Hence  it  is^  in  my  opinion, 
the  true  policy  of  the  government,  having  regard  for  the  interests  of 
all  concerned,  to  see  that  every  effort  be  made  to  draw  the  lines 
between  the  confirmed  claims  and  the  public  lands  at  the  earliest 
period  possible.  But  (o  enable,.this  office  to  do  so,  not  only  must  the 
means  be  provided  by  timely  and  ample  appropriations,  but  further 
legislation  is  needed  in  respect  to  the  compensation  which  this  office 
is  allowed  to  make  for  the  performance  of  such  service,  as  well  as 
•other  matters  connected  with  such  surveys. 

The  business  of  surveying  these  claims  is  one  requiring  not  only 
the  highest  grade  of  professional  qualifications  on  the  part  of  the 
deputy,  but  it  should  be  confided  only  to  those  of  known  ability  and 
of  the  most  incorruptible  integrity,  as  during  the  process  of  the 
work  they  will  have,  in  very  many  cases,  to  act  and  decide  upon  tes- 
timony which  may  be  adduced  in  explanation  of  doubtful  questions 
•of  boundary. 
15 
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The  work^  as  it  will  be  readily  perceived,  will  not  be  one  eontiniioii9 
conrse  of  field  operations,  as  in  cases  of  the  ordinary  surveys  of  the 
public  lands,  but  will  have  to  be  performed  at  intervals,  and  fre- 
quently  in  places  widely  separated  from  each  other,  and  not  of  ^reat 
extent  at  any  one  period,  and  involving  much  loss  of  time  in  ms^ng 
preliminary  examinations,  receiving  and  examining  evidence,  and 
also  in  making  the  laborious  calculations,  and  other  clerical  work, 
necessarilv  connected  with  such  surveys.  As  the  best  and  clearest 
method  of  presenting  my  views  as  to  the  legislation  which  is  required 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  subject,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
placing  them  before  the  department  in  the  form  of  the  accompanying 
^'bills,"  marked  (6,^  to  which,  and  the  explanatory  remarks  con- 
nected therewith,  I  oeg  leave  to  solicit  your  consideration,  with  the 
hope  that  you  will  concur  with  me  as  to  the  necessity  of  some  such 
legislation  being  requisite  to  obviate  the  difficulties  now  retarding 
the  efficient  execution  of  this  branch  of  my  duties. 

Swamp  and  overflowed  lands. 

The  subject  of  swamp  and  overflowed  lands,  as  defined  by  the  act 
of  Congress  entitled  ^'An  act  to  enable  the  State  of  Arkansas  and 
other  States  to  reclaim  the  swamp  lands  within  their  limits," 
approved  September  28^  1850,  and  the  instructions  of  the  department 
based  thereon,  do  not  appear  to  be  generally  understood. 

In  the  subdivision  of  townships  bordering  on  swamp  and  overflowed 
lauds  the  policy  of  my  predecessor  appears  to  have  been  a  libe.al  one 
towards  the  State  of  California  j  yet,  under  the  laws  of  this  State 
authorizing  their  selection  or  segregation,  much  conflict  is  antici- 
pated, as  no  attention  or  respect  appears  to  be  paid  by  the  agents  of 
the  State  to  the  lines  of  separation  established  and  marked  out  by 
this  office.  An  honest  difference  of  opinion  on  a  subject  of  this  kind 
may  reasonably  exist;  but  when  the  selection  is  entrusted,  as  it  often 
is,  to  interested  parties,  the  result  may  be  anticipated. 

Wages  of  clerks  and  draughtsmen. 

I  feel  compelled,  in  justice  to  those  interested,  as  well  as  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  office,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  this 
subject.  The  office  of  chief  clerk  is  one  not  only  required  to  be  filled 
by  a  person  of  incorruptible  integrity,  but  by  one  whose  business  and 
professional  qualifications  are  of  a  high  grade,  combining  great 
industry  with  strict  attention  to  business.  To  him,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, must  be  confided  the  task  of  scrutinizing  the  business  of  the 
office  in  all  its  working  operations  and  various  details;  consequently 
his  whole  time  and  attention  have  necessarily  to  be  devoted  to  the 
various  duties  incident  to  his  position.  Few  are  competent  to  fill 
such  an  office  with  advantage  to  the  public  service  and  credit  to  them- 
selves, and  therefore  mere  justice  to  the  individual  so  qualified  would 
require  that  he  should  be  compensated  in  some  degree  proportionate 
to  the  value  of  his  services  to  the  government. 

The  present  salary  of  |2,000  per  annum  would  be  but  a  poor  allow- 
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ance  for  the  execntion  of  sucb  duties  in  any  part  of  our  country, 
while  that  allowance  in  this  city  is  wholly  inadequate. 

So,  also,  the  salaries  of  the  other  employes  of  the  office  are  below 
what  would  be  a  fair  allowance  for  the  services  required  of  them. 

A  comparison  of  the  salaries  allowed  in  this  office  with  those  ^iven 
in  the  other  United  States  offices  in  this  city,  certainly  not  requiring 
a  higher  order  of  talent,  or  whose  duties  are  neither  more  responsible 
nor  onerous  than  are  needed  in  this  office,  will  show  such  a  disparity 
in  amount  that  1  cannot  but  believe  the  individual  distinctions  now 
existing  will  be  remedied  by  allowances  commensurate  with  the 
service  performed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•       J.  W.  MANDEVILLE, 
U.  8.  Surveyor  Qeneralj  Gali/omia. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

Commisaioner  qfthe  General  Land  Office^ 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Estimate  of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  and 
private  land  daims  in  the  State  of  Oali/omia  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending. June  30,  1859. 

Salary  of  the  surveyor  general |i,600 

Salaries  of  draughtsmen  and  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  sur- 
veyor general 40,000- 

Rent  of  offices,  wages  of  messengers^  and  purchase  of  instru- 
ments, fuel,  and  stationery 10,000 

For  extra  aid  in  transcribing  field  notes  for  preservation  and 
transmission  to  the  department.... 6,000' 

For  surveying  public  lands  and  private  land  claims,  includ- 
ing office  expenses  incident  to  the  survey  of  the  claims,  to 
be  disbursed  at  the  rates  prescribed  by  law 250,000* 
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A. 

Tdbidar  statement  showing  (he  ranchos  that  have  been  finally  confirmed 
by  the  court  of  last  resort  ^  and  of  which  official  notice  has  been  filed  in 
this  office. 


Namefi  of  ranchos. 


Suisan 

Las  Mariposas 

Gafiadadel  Rincon 

Buenaventura . 

San  Miguel 

Jimene  Rancho 

Las  Pulgas 

Bancho  de  Sauoos 

Bio  de  los  Molinos 

Cafiada  Baymando 

Feliz  Bancho 

Johnson's  Bancho 

Laguna  de  San  Antonio. . 

Bohlar  de  la  Miseria 

Acalanes 

Agua  Calientc .... 

Los  Talarcites 

Binoon  de  las  Salinas.... 

LosCoches 

Monte  del  Diablo . 

Thompson's  Bancho 

Agua  de  laCoche 

Las  Uvas 

La  Poleka 

LasLlagas 

Laguna  Seca 

Moristul 

El  Paso 

Las  Floras 

Novato 

ElMolino 

Pnrisima  Concepcion 

Cafiada  de  Jomal 

Hinchica 

Estero  Americano 

El  Pescadero 

Balsa  de  8n.  Cayetano... 

Bancho  de  Quito 

Church  lands 

Bio  de  los  Putos 

Las  Animas 

El  Pinole 

Baranca  Colorado 

Pasteria  de  las  Borregas. 

Sotoyum 

Soils 

Fernandez  Bancho 

Los  Putos 

Calloymi 

Quenvi .. 


Gonlicos 

Balsa  del  Potrero. 


Names  of  claimants. 


A.  A.  Bltchie 

John  C.  Frdmont 

P.  Sanseverine «.. 

P.  B.  Beading....* 

Jos^  de  Jesus  Noe  ..... 
Larkin  &  Misroom.... 
Heirs  of  Arguello 

B.  H  Thames 

A.  G.  Tonnes 

M.  L.  Green  et  al..... 

Domingo  Felix....... 

Wm.  Johnson 

B.  Bojerquez ... 

Dan'l  Wright 

Elam  Brown 

F.  Higwera 

Heirs  of  Higwera 

Heirs  of  J.  C.  Bemal... 
Simol  Sanseraine  d  al 

Salin  Poclea 

A.  B.  Thompson 

M.  J.  C.  Murphy 

do 


.do. 


.do. 


L.  C.  Bull 

Bickwell  &  Knight 

Samuel  Norris 

Wm.  B.  Chard 

Assignees  of  B.  Simm'.ns 

J.  B.  B.  Cooper 

Juenoa  Buines 

Jasper  0.  Farrell ...... 

Jacob  P.  Leese 

Jasper  0.  Farrell 

Hiram  Grimes  . 

Jose  de  J.  Vallejo 

Manuel  Alusu 

J.  8  Aleneaney 

William  Messkill 

Heirs  of  J.  M.  Sanchez. 

M.  A.  Martinez 

Wm.  B.  Ide 

Martin  Murphy 

Heirs  of  H.  D.  Fitch... 

Bufina  Castin 

D.  Y.  Fernandez 

Vocar  &  Peria 

Bitchie  &  Forbes 

A.  A.  Bitchie 

T.O.  Larkin 

Juan  Wilson 

J.  B.  B.  Cooper 1 


Bemarks. 


Surreyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

do do 

do do 

do......... .......do  ...... 

do do 

.--.do do 


.do 

-do 

-do  ......... 

.do 


.-..do- 
....do. 
.-..do. 
....do. 


Not  surveyed 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washiagton. 

Surveyed;  not  approved 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

do. do  ...... 

Surveyed ;  not  approved 

do do 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

do do 

Surveyed ;  not  approved. 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washingtm. 

Noi  surveyed . 

Surveyed ;  not  approved 


.do. 


.do. 


..••do do 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Surveyed ;  not  approved -. 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed 

...do 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 


Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 
....do.  —  ---.  ....  ......do.-.. 

...do......  ......  ......do.... 

do ..do 


Surveyed;  not  approved. 

do . ...do 

Part  surveyed  and  sent  to  Wash'n. 
Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed 

Surveyed ;  not  approved ..... 

Not  surveyed .... 

...do 


Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed ... 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 
— do - do . 


Surveyed ;  not  approved  . 

do ..do 

Not  surveyed 

Surveyed;  not  approved . 
Not  surveyed  ......... 
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NameB  of  ranchoB. 


Names  of  claimants. 


Remarks. 


Prinel  Gafion 

Zorganto ... 

OoralitoB 

San  Felipe 

Ansymas 

Arrago  Seco 

Bio  Estaniolas 

San  Baum 

Part  of  San  Antonio 

Agua  Caliente  (part  of)  ... 

Sluquel 

Agua  Caliente  (part  of ) 

San  Pedro 

Blucher  Rancho . 

Bisa  de  log  Osetis 

Bennet  Bancho 

SanMaUo 

Oafiada  de  Capay 

Lot  in  San  Francisco 

Enoonal  de  Baena  Esperanza 

fialemor .. 

Santa  Ana . 

Milpitas 

San  Antonio  (part  of) 

Do 

Pesolim 

Bancho  Naconal 

San  Bernardino 

Bio  de  los  Americanos 

Zeqnepo - 

Oafiada  de  los  Osos 

Port  of  Napa ... 

Cafiadadel  Chuo 

Nicasio . 

Liana  de  Sta.  Bosa 

Oafiada  del  Amigo  de  St. 
Francisco. 

Janctal 

La  Jota 

Oi^mas 

San  Lorensso 

Blode  Jesns  Maria 

Lot  in  Soniina 

Tatucay 

Mallaomes,  (part  of) 

Oabaser  de  St.  Bosa 

Baulenas 

Mofiez 

Punto  del  Ario  Muso 

San  Lorenzo .... 

Oatacnla 

Los  Cameros ..... 

Grosesosi ^ 

Jalapa ... 

Larkins'  children  Bancho.. 

San  Antonia 

Bodega  

Uhstac.. 

CSdate 


.T.  F.  Dye 

Isaac  Graham 

Executors  of  Amesti. . . 

F.  P.  Pochee 

do 


Surveyed;  not  approved. 

Not  surveyed 

Surveyed;  not  approved. 

Not  surveyed 

...do 


Iruqum  de  Leos  Torre  . 

Bico&Oastio 

Jose  M.  Amades 

W.  A.  Dana^oZ 

J.  A.  Hooker 

H.  Oastio 

0.  P.  Stlne 

Timothy  Murphy 

Heirs  of  S.  Smith 

0.  0.  Esperan 

Mary  Bennett 

Executors  of  Howard. . 

Jasper  0.  Farrell 

J.  P.  Leesea^ol 

David  Spenco 

A  Machada 

Henry  Dalton 

Jose  Ma.  Abum . 

Manuel  Qaspas ... 

Igno.  Peralta 

Bobert  Wi^enshaw  .. 

Vicarte  Oanteau 

J.  de  la  laLugo...... 

J.  L.  Falsom..   ^.•... 

A  W.  ViUu 

John  Wilson 

L,  M.  Boggs 

John  Wilson 

H.  B.  Halleck 

Joacum  Oanillo 

Anto.  Ma.  Musa 


.do. 


Surveyed ;  not  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed - 

...do 


.do. 
-do. 


Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surreyed 

...do 


Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 
Surveyed ;  not  sent  to  Washington. 
Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed... ..... 

...do 


Surveyed ;  not  approved 

do do 

Not  surveyed ... 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington . 

Not  surveyed 

...do 


Surveyed ;  not  approved 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Not  surveyed 

...do 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


Anto.  Gumun 

George  0.  Yount. 
do 


Surveyed  ;  not  approved 

Surireyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 
do do 


Barbara  Soto 

J.  M.  Harbin 

M.  G.Valejo 

Oayatano  Juares. . 

M.  E.  Oook 

J.  B.  Meyer ... 

Gregin  Baines 

Man*l  Torres 

Ma.  Anto.  Pico... 
Bafael  Sanches  .  . . 
J.  B.  Ohiles 


Surveyed ;  not  approved 

Not  surveyed 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Surveyed ;  not  approved 

....do.. ........do.....  . .... 

....do  .........do............ 

do.... do 

do  , do 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 
Not  surveyed ..... 


-do. 


Wm.  Gordon 

Salvador  Vallejo 

Francis  Larkin  dal.. 

Yincente  Peralta 

M.  F.  Curtis 

Heirs  of  J.  D.  Hoppi. 
ThoB.  S.  P&ge 


.do. 


Surveyed ;  not  approved 
.do --do. 


Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 

Notsurveyed - 

..-.do 

Surveyed;  not  approved 

Surveyed  and  sent  to  Washington. 
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A — Continued. 


Names  of  ranchoB. 


Rancho  de  la  Nucine 

Misino  Vieja 

Ptttrio  of  San  Juan 

Yalle  de  San  Felipe 

Pelatuma......... 

San  Qref<orio 

One  Square  League 

Los  Alanistes 

Los  Coyotes 

Balsa  Chica 

Arroyo  de  la  Alameda 

Los  Pecos 

La  Visitacion 

Honcut - 

Sonlasville,  part  of 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Three  Hundred  Yaras 

Santiago  de  Sta.  Ana 

Sanel 

Bosquejo 

CJolusi 

Goste  de  Moarsa  de  Moota 

San  Ramon.. 

San  Bamon,  part  of.. 

Medanos 

La  Puente 

Cuate 


Names  of  claimants. 


Juan  Forster. 

do 

do 


do 

M.  G.  Vallejo 

Ma.  0.  Vallerica  d  al 

Salvador  Castio 

A.  Steams 

A.  Picoi<aZ.. 

Joaquin  Rinz 

Jose  ar  J.  Vallejo 

Sam'INeal_ 

H.  R.  Paryson 

Chas.  Govillard 

G.  M.  Cornwall 

M.  F.  Grimley 

Pedro  Vesquez 

L.D.  Watkins 

J.  J.Brackett 

8.  Rios 

Heirs  of  Yerba 

F.  Feliz 

P.  Gassen 

C  D.  Semple 

J.Martin ..... 

J.  St.  Amader 

LerNoris 

J.  D.  Steveison 

Jno.  Rowland 

VictinaReid , 


Remarks. 


Not  surveyed . 

....do 

....do 


.do. 
.do. 


Surveyed ;  not  approved 

Not  surveyed . 

...do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do- 


.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do- 
.do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


I 


B. 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  public  surveys  in  the  State  of  California. 

Section  1.  Be  it  ena^ed  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  for  making 
the  surveys  of  the  confirmed  private  land  claims  in  California,  the 
surveyor  general  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  such  sum  as 
he  may  deem  reasonable,  according  to  the  circumstances  connected 
with  each  case,  not  exceeding  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dollars  for 
each  mile  of  the  boundary  lines  of  any  claim,  and  also  for  such  lines 
as  may  necessarily  be  run  and  marked  or  measured,  in  order  to  connect 
the  lines  of  such  claim  with  those  of  the  adjacent  public  surveys. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  making  the  surrey  of  any 
such  claim,  the  deputy  surveyor,  under  such  instructions  as  he  may 
receiTe  from  the  surveyor  general,  shall  be  authorized  to  administe? 
oaths  or  affirmations  to,  and  take  the  evidence  of,  those  persons  whose 
testimony  may  be  deemed  important  in  any  question  respecting  the 
locality  or  boundary  of  such  claim,  which  testimony  he  shall  reduce 
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to  writing,  and  return  with  hie  field  notes  of  survey  to  the  surveyor 
general ;  and  as  compensation  for  so  doing,  the  surveyor  general  shall 
allow  him  such  a  sum  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable,  not  exceeding 
ten  dollars  per  day,  for  the  time  necessarily  so  employed,  and  not 
more  than  fifty  dollars  in  any  one  case ;  and  the  same  power  to 
administer  oaths  and  affirmations,  and  to  take  evidence  as  to  all  ques- 
tions of  location  and  the  boundaries  of  claims  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  conferred  upon  the  surveyor  general. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  surveyor  general,  under 
fluch  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  prescribe,  be. 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  upon  his  approval  of  the  survey  of  any 
work,  to  pay  to  the  deputy  surveyor  who  executes  the  same  not 
•exceeding  seventy-five  per  centum  of  the  amount  ascertained  to  be 
due  him,  which  will  be  debited  to  him  in  the  final  adjustment  of  his 
account  by  the  proper  accounting  officers  ;  and  the  adjustment  of  the 
account  of  the  deputy  shall  not  be  suspended  in  consequence  of  any 
controversy  between  adverse  claimants  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  day  of  March,  1861,  as  to  the  same  tract  or  any  part 
thereof. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  surveyor  general  be,  and 
lie  is  hereby,  authorized  to  allow  to  the  deputy  surveyor  employed  in 
making  any  such  survey,  upon  his  approval  thereof,  such  sum  as  he 
may  deem  just  and  reasonable,  but  not  exceeding  one  cent  per  acre  of 
the  area  of  the  survey,  as  compensation  for  making  out  and  returning 
the  plats  and  necessary  calculations  of  such  surveyed  claim. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  shall  become  vacant,  either  by  the  death  or  resignation 
of  the  incumbent,  or  by  any  other  cause,  or  when  he  shall  be  person- 
ally unable,  by  reason  of  sickness  or  absence,  to  perform  the  duties 
thereof,  the  same  shall  devolve  upon  and  be  perlormed  by  the  chief 
•clerk  during  the  time  of  such  vacancy  or  inability,  and  that  the 
•salary  of  the  chief  clerk  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  fixed  at  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 


Explanatory  remarks  relative  to  the  foregoing  hUl. 

Sisc.  1.  The  present  price  allowed  for  surveying  the  claims  alluded 
to  is  such  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  procure  competent  deputies  to 
execute  the  work.  Hence  the  present  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the 
lines  which  are  to  separate  the  private  claims  from  the  public  domain 
will  have  to  continue,  unless  the  additional  sums  requisite  to  compen- 
eate  the  deputies  for  their  time  and  labor  in  making  such  surveys 
shall  be  paid  them  by  the  confirmees.  The  injustice  of  thus  throwing 
additional  burdens  upon  the  land  claimants  must  be  acknowledged  by 
all.  Not  only  so,  but  the  impolicy  of  making  the  deputy  dependent 
upon  the  claimant  for  compensation,  and  thus  creating  a  mutual  inter- 
est between  them,  is  a  prominent  objection  to  such  a  course.  There- 
fore, the  maximum  allowance  for  making  such  surveys  should  be 
increased,  leaving  it  to  the  surveyor  general  to  decide  what  sum, 
finder  all  the  circumstances  growing  out  of  the  locality  of  each  claim 
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and  the  nature  of  its  boundaries,  would  be  a  fiur  and  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  services  performed.  In  many  cases  the  proposed 
maximum  would  not  be  more  than  a  just  allowance  for  the  execution- 
of  the  field  work. 

Sec.  2.  In  many  cases,  not  only  when  the  question  of  boundary  is 
one  of  contest  between  adjoining  confirmees,  but  in  others,  where  the 
government  and  the  confirmee  are  alone  interested,  in  order  that  the 
truth  may  be  ascertained  and  the  surveyor  general  be  furnished,  in 
an  authentic  form,  with  the  information  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
understandingly  perform  the  duties  imposed  on  him  by  law,  it  i& 
very  important  that  the  deputy,  while  in  the  field  and  when  the  lo- 
calities can  be  easily  pointed  out,  should  be  authorized  td  take  the 
testimony  of  those  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  all  mat- 
ters of  controversy  or  doubt,  and,  therefore,  the  means  of  obtaining^ 
such  information  is  sought  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  is  also- 
extremely  important  that  the  surveyor  general  himself  should  possosa 
this  power  of  procuring  information,  as  the  archives  of  a  former  gov- 
ernment as  well  as  the  original  papers  connected  with  the  claims,  and 
which  were  presented  to  the  late  land  commissioner,  are  now  in  his 
office.  The  performance  of  these  duties  by  the  deputies  will  neces- 
sarily delay  their  field  operations  and  increase  their  expenses,  and 
justice  requires  that  they  should  be  moderately  ccnnpensated  for  their 
labor  and  loss  of  time. 

Sec.  3.  The  reasonableness  of  some  provision  similar  in  its  character 
to  that  mentioned  in  this  section  will  be  apparent  from  the  mere 
statement  of  a  few  facts.  Unfortunately  for  themselves,  most  of  the 
better  qualified  deputies  have  no  surplus  funds,  and,  therefore,  to 
meet  their  unavoidable  expenses  in  procuring  their  outfits,  they  have 
to  borrow  money,  and  on  their  return  after  performing  the  work  they 
are  compelled  to  borrow  an  additional  amount  to  pay  their  employes,, 
and  for  other  field  expenses ;  and  under  the  present  system  of  not 
making  payments  until  after  the  work  has  been  sent  to  Washington 
and  the  accounts  there  adjusted  by  the  accounting  officer,  there  is- 
hardly  a  probability,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  of  the 
receipt  of  their  money  in  a  less  time  than  from  three  to  four  months 
after  the  work  is  approved  by  the  surveyor  general.  The  interest 
upon  the  amounts  thus  borrowed  for  all  this  time,  at  the  usual  estab- 
lished rates  of  four  to  five  per  cent,  per  month,  necessarily  prevents 
the  deputy  from  realizing  any  profit  irom  his  work. 

It  is  therefore  proposed  to  remedy  this  evil,  in  part,  by  providing 
for  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  account  of  the  deputy  as  soon  as 
his  work  shall  be  examined  and  found  worthy  of  approval.  By  this 
means  the  deputy  would  be  saved  the  payment  of  interest  for  several 
months,  and  yet  a  sufficient  margin  would  be  allowed  to  cover  all 
possible  difference  which  might  be  made  in  the  account  by  the  revision 
of  the  treasury  officer. 

The  act  of  1851  provides  for  the  suspension  of  a  patent  whenever  an 
adverse  claimant  shall  contest  the  boundaries  by  judicial  proceedings 
in  the  mode  therein  mentioned.  In  such  cases  the  work  must  neces- 
sarily have  been  performed  by  the  deputy  in  such  manner  as  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  surveyor  general,  and  the  gross  injustice  to 
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the  deputy  in  stiBpendiD^  the  payment  of  hia  account  until  such  con- 
troversy shall  be  settled  is  too  apparent  to  need  any  further  comment. 

Sec.  i.  In  all  these  cases  the  in-door  work  of  the  deputy,  making  the 
necessary  calculations  and  maps,  will  be  very  considerable.  Some  of 
this  work  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  to  be  performed  in  the  field, 
and  thus  produce  delay  at  a  time  when  the  deputies'  expenses  are  the 
greatest,  and  unavoidably  so  ;  therefore,  the  equity  of  making  him 
some  reasonable  allowance  for  such  services,  which  is  proposed  to  be 
done  by  giving  the  surveyor  general  power  to  pay  him  a  moderate 
amount  in  proportion  to  the  area  of  the  tract  surveyed. 

Sec.  5.  Under  the  existing  laws,  if  any  vacancy  should  suddenly 
happen  in  the  o£Sce  of  the  surveyor  j^eneral,  the  whole  business  of  the 
o£Sce  would  have  to  be  suspended  from  two  to  three  months,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  important  public  as  well  as  private  interests  ;  and 
the  protracted  illness  or  unavoidable  absence  of  the  surveyor  general 
might  cause  much  embarrassment  for  the  time  being,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  for  either  contingency  is  manifest.  The  situation  of 
the  chief  clerk  requires  not  only  intelligence,  but  continued  labor  in 
the  performance  of  most  responsible  duties  ;  and  yet  by  present  regu- 
lations this  salary  is  only  $2,000,  or  the  same  as  that  of  a  copying 
clerk^  and  far  less  than  that  allowed  for  the  most  ordinary  clerical 
labors  in  other  branches  of  the  public  service  in  this  State. 

The  inadequacy  of  the  present  salary  is  too  manifest  to  be  disputed 
by  the  most  rigid  economist ;  nor  will  any  one,  having  the  slightest  idea 
of  the  important  and  arduous  duties  he  has  to  perform,  imagine  that  the 
proposed  salary  is  more  than  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his 
services. 


OREGON  TERRITORY. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
SaUm,  0.  T.,  September  16,  185T. 

Sir:  In  conformity  to  the  requirements  of  your  letter  dated  May  3, 
1857,  I  herewith  transmit  my  annual  report,  in  triplicate,  embracing 
statements  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  which  will  serve  to  show  the  progress 
made  in  field  and  office  operations  in  this  surveying  district  since  my 
annual  report,  dated  September  17, 1856 ;  also,  statement  £,  containing 
an  estimate  of  surveying  and  office  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1859. 

Statement  A  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  surveying  contracts  not 
closed  on  the  17th  September,  1856,  the  date  of  my  last  report.  From 
this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  per  centage  retained  for  the 
examination  of  surveys  there  has  been  no  instance  where  the  entire 
per  centage  was  consumed  in  the  examination.  The  examiners,  con- 
forming to  their  instrustions,  practiced  due  caution  to  incur  no  expenses 
that  could  be  dispensed  with  to  insure  a  full  and  satisfactory  investi- 
gation of  the  character  of  the  work  under  examination,  and  not  one- 
fourth,  and  in  some  instance  even  less  than  one-sixth,  the  retained  per 
centage  was  required  to  give  assurance  of  the  faithful  execution  ol 
contracts. 
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B  presents  the  contracts  made  for  surveys  since  my  last  annual 
report  and  the  progress  of  the  work. 

C  shows  the  number  of  original  plats  made  and  copies  sent  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  registers  at  Oregon  City  and  Winchester,  and 
those  retained  in  this  office ;  also,  the  number  of  claim  maps  made 
and  forwarded  to  same  offices. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  J.  Evans,  United  States  geologist,  I  have 
prepared  and  furnished  him,  according  to  instructions,  a  diagram  of 
Oregon  Territory,  which  has  not  been  noted  in  the  statements  of 
maps. 

Of  the  uncertified  township  diagrams  of  temporary  platting  used 
in  this  office,  there  were  twenty-one  worn  out  by  use.  These  it  became 
necessary  to  replace  by  new  ones,  which  has  been  done  within  the 
year. 

The  number  of  townships  noted  in  former  diagrams  of  Oregon,  as 
** under  contract"  to  be  surveyed  and  as  ''townships  proposed  to  be 
surveyed,"  was  so  extensive  that  without  their  limits  no  considerable 
area  of  territory  will  have  been  surveyed  at  the  close  of  the  present 
season  not  included  within  those  designations.  And  from  the  partial 
returns  received  from  deputy  surveyors  now  engaged  in  excuting  con- 
tracts bordering  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  I  am  satisfied  that  a  correct 
draught  from  actual  surveys  will  materially  differ  from  former  maps, 
particularly  along  the  coast.  Therefore,  as  such  a  draught  cannot  be 
prepared  previous  to  the  receipt  of  full  returns  of  the  surveys  bor- 
dering on  the  ocean,  now  in  progress  of  prosecution,  and  which  will 
not  be  returned  before  the  close  of  autumn,  it  is  deemed  best  to  defer 
the  draught  of  a  new  diagram  till  after  that  time,  when  a  map  of  Oregon 
can  be  produced  which  will  come  near  to  embrace  and  accurately 
exhibit  all  the  surveys  likely  to  be  made  west  of  the  Cascade  mountains 
for  a  number  of  years. 

D  gives  the  number  of  descriptive  sheets  prepared  and  forwarded  to 
registers. 

Having  learned  nothing  to  change,  but  much  to  confirm,  my  views, 
heretofore  expressed,  of  the  wants  of  the  eastern  portion  of  this  Terri- 
tory, I  again  renew  the  recommendation  to  authorize  the  extension  of 
the  Oregon  surveying  district  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains.  On 
computing  the  whole  number  of  acres  surveyed  west  of  the  Cascade 
mountains,  together  with  what  is  now  under  contract  and  in  progress 
to  be  surveyed  by  the  last  of  the  current  season,  I  find  that  the  aggre- 
gate amounts  to  5,705,553  acres.  To  this  number  may  be  added  what 
would  be  equivalent  to  twenty  townships — say  460,800  acres,  omit- 
ting the  Coast  Indian  reservation — estimated  to  embrace  all  the  terri- 
tory adapted  to  agricultural  purposes  that  will  remain  for  next  year's 
operations  in  the  field,  making,  in  the  whole,  exclusive  of  said  reser- 
vation, a  total  of  6,166,353  acres,  or  a  little  over  two  hundred  and 
sixty-three  full  townships  of  land.  This,  then,  will  be  all  the  land 
the  deputy  surveyor  considers  **fit  for  settlement  and  cultivation,'* 
and  for  the  survey  of  which  contracts  could  now  possibly  be  made  west 
of  the  Cascade  mountains.  This  estimate  embraces  all  fractional 
townships,  though  consisting  of  only  a  few  sections  of  good  land, 
which  may  be  found  bordering  on  the  public  surveys,  and  in  some  in- 
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stances  disconnected  therewith.  Also,  timbered  land — precipitous 
hills,  cafions,  gulches,  or  mountain  slopes — which,  though  unfit  for 
farming  purposes,  is  in  many  places  valuable  on  account  of  affording 
timber  for  building  and  fencing  materials  that  will  be  of  much  im- 
portance to  settlers  on  contiguous  lands,  and  would  find  a  ready  sale 
if  it  could  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  market.  But  as  these  frac- 
tions of  land  lie  scattered  between  mountains  and  along  their  bases, 
where  the  face  of  the  country  generally  presents  the  most  formidable 
obstructions  and  impediments  to  the  deputy  survevor,  the  present 
prices  of  surveying  are  no  adequate  inducement  for  him  to  search  out 
and  engage  in  the  surveys  of  those  fractions  of  land.  Consequently 
some  such  fractions  may  remain  unsurveyed  many  years. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  most  valuable  lands  in  Oregon  has  been 
taken  by  actual  settlers  under  the  donation  laws  ;  and  many  settlers 
having  located  their  claims  on  the  16th  and  36th  sections,  the  super- 
intendents of  schools  selected  other  lands  in  lieu  of  what  was  so  taken, 
and  two  townships,  or  lands  equivalent  thereto,  were  taken  for  univer- 
sity purposes.  After  these  grants  came  the  pre-emptionists,  who  have 
been  selecting  the  best  of  what  remained.  Now  there  is  but  little 
vacant  good  land  west  of  the  Cascade  mountains,  and  Oregon  being 
on  the  eve  of  entering  the  Union,  when  the  new  State,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  September  4,  1841,  will  be  entitled  to  500,000 
acres  of  the  public  domain,  it  is  evident  that  the  selection  of  this  grant 
must  be  principally  made  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains.  These 
facts,  in  addition  to  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  last  annual  report  in 
favor  of  extending  this  surveying  district  east  of  the  Cascades,  seem  to 
render  it  meet  that  there  should  be  such  an  extension  of  the  surveys. 
An  estimate  has  accordingly  been  made  to  cover,  in  part,  the  expenses 
of  the  work,  which  will  be  found  in  statement  C. 

Of  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  Coast  reservation,  between 
townships  Nos.  3  and  19  south,  and  between  range  No.  8  west  and 
the  Pacific  ocean,  there  are  various  reports  and  conflicting  opinions  as 
to  their  value.  Cut  off  from  the  Willamette  valley  by  the  coast  range 
of  mountains,  which  are  only  crossed  by  trail  paths,  though  believed 
to  be  not  impracticable  for  good  roads,  and  without  any  established 
communication  by  water,  because  of  the  generally  supposed  dangerous 
character  of  the  channels  of  bays  and  rivers  along  the  coast,  the  coun- 
try would  still  invite  the  stock-farmer,  and  a  sufficiency  of  grain  and 
vegetables  could  be  readily  procured  to  supply  all  his  wants,  while 
the  rivers  and  even  small  streams  afford  in  abundance  the  finest 
salmon  and  a  variety  of  other  fish. 

The  Tillamook  country,  lying  around  Tillamook  bay,  north  and 
south  of  the  base  line,  presents  many  inviting  features.  At  this  time, 
while  the  Willamette  and  other  valleys  are  browned  with  drought,  the 
vegetation  of  this  region  still  presents  much  of  the  freshness  of  verdure 
common  in  spring.  Fish  of  superior  varieties,  including  oysters  and 
clams,  abound  in  the  rivers  and  bays.  There  are  as  yet  only  fifteen 
families  residing  here,  who  have,  however,  in  their  short  residence, 
tested  the  capacity  of  the  soil  and  climate  for  producing  grain,  fruit, 
and  vegetables,  and  find  their  labors  most  satisfactorily  rewarded. 
Cereal  grains  especially  have  produced  astonishing  crops.     After  the 
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completion  of  Mr.  Snowden's  contract,  which  he  will  accomplish  in  a 
few  days,  there  will  remain  perhaps  several  townships  of  desirable 
land  contigaous  to  his  snrveys,  and  which  together  will  at  no  distant 
day  form  one  of  the  best  and  most  important  counties  in  Oregon. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  that  Mr.  Snowden  has  been  delayed  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  work  by  what  continues  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
annoyances  of  the  deputy  surveyor,  viz :  the  difficulty  of  employing 
at  a  living  price  suitable  hands  who  will  remain  with  him  through 
the  execution  of  his  contract.  He  is  constantly  liable  to  be^  and  not 
unfrequently  is,  left  in  the  field  without  a  full  complement  of  men  to 
continue  his  work.  He  must  then  resort  to  distant  towns  or^settle- 
ments  in  quest  of  other  hands,  who  make  their  own  terms,  and  the 
delays  and  losses  thus  incurred  frequently  bring  with  them  most  dis- 
astrous results. 

The  surveys  this  year  completed  and  returned,  and  those  in  pro- 
gress, include  the  coal  region  on  Coos  bay.  So  far  as  developed  by 
mining  operations,  it  is  included  in  townships  Nos.  24,  25  and  26 
south,  of  range  No.  13  west.  The  country  is  mostly  hilly  or  moun- 
tainous, and  covered  with  a  dense  forest  of  fir,  spruce  and  cedar.  The 
coal  is  found  in  beds  from  four  to  eight  feet  thick,  and  seems  to  extend 
throughout  the  district,  and  the  numerous  indentations  of  the  bay 
aflford  remarkable  facilities  for  its  shipment ;  but  owing  to  a  lack  of 
the  usual  appliances  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  business.  The  article  is  of  good  quality,  though 
considered  by  geologists  to  be  of  tertiary  formation. 

All  the  southern  portion  of  Oregon  extending  north  to  township 
No.  26  south,  in  the  Umpqua  valley,  and  the  beach  diggings  at  Ran- 
dolph, on  the  coast,  are  the  site  of  active  and  profitable  gold  mining; 
but  it  is  only  in  the  valley  of  the  Rogue  river  and  its  tributaries  that 
the  permanent  investment  of  capital  has  established  the  character  of 
a  mining  district.  Elsewhere  the  business  has  been  prosecuted  with- 
out any  great  outlay,  and  with  rather  primitive  machinery.  Little 
attention  has  been  paid  to  locating  gold  mines  with  the  surveys,  be- 
cause the  vocation  of  the  miner  seldom  conflicts  with  that  of  the  hus- 
bandman, and  chiefly  because  in  the  absence  of  diggings  they  are 
unknown  to  the  deputy  surveyor,  and  when  abandoned  they  have  lost 
their  importance. 

In  1854  one  of  those  public  agitations  which  mark  our  social  fea- 
tures was  occasioned  by  the  discovery  of  abundant  minute  grains  of 
virgin  copper,  which  rumor  transmuted  into  gold.  The  locality  is 
township  No.  18  south,  of  range  four  west,  in  the  south  part  of  Wil- 
lamette valley.  Although  the  specimens  obtained  were  comparatively 
worthless,  experience  or  accident  may  develop  it  in  valuable  quan- 
tity. 

At  this  time  another  excitement  prevails  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
covery of  lead  near  the  headwaters  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Santiam, 
about  forty  or  forty-five  miles  southeast  of  this  place,  and  where  it  is 
reported  on  credible  authority  that  the  mineral  exists  in  extensive 
beds.  Miners  are  now  engaged  in  exploring  their  extent  and  in  test- 
ing its  quality. 

But  a  matter  of  more  general  benefit  and  intrinsic  importance  to 
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the  people  of  this  Territory,  and  which  lessens  the  enormous  expenses 
of  masonry  and  plaaterine,  is  the  production  of  lime  in  the  XJmpqna 
and  Willamette  valleys.  A  good  article  of  lime  is  burnt  in  the  former 
valley  (in  townships  23  and  24  south,  range  5  west)  in  quanti- 
ties sufficient  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  surrounding  country ; 
and  in  the  latter  limestone  is  found  in  township  6  south,  range 
1  east,  in  extensive  beds,  and  is  being  successfully  burned  and  sup- 
plied to  purchasers  at  the  kiln  in  an^  quantitv.  It  forms  a  superior 
cement.  Limestone  boulders  producing  a  dark  lime  are  also  found  at 
low  tide  in  the  Columbia  river,  near  Astoria ;  and  several  other  dis- 
coveries of  lime  have  recently  been  made,  which  may  eventually  lead 
to  the  finding  of  quarries,  so  that  the  whole  Territory,  which  was  but 
recently  reputed  to  be  destitute  of  limestone,  will  yet  yield  within  its 
borders  enough  for  all  practical  purposes. 

The  operations  in  this  office  since  my  last  annual  report  have  con- 
sisted to  a  great  extent  in  examining  the  field  notes  of  the  surveys  of 
private  land  claims.  As  these  notes  (many  of  which  have  been  returned 
several  years  ago)  contained  numerous  inaccuracies  and  many  material 
errors,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  summon  the  deputies  who  have 
made  the  surveys  to  make  the  requisite  alterations  and  corrections,  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  labor  were  indispensable  to  reduce  the  notes  to 
a  proper  condition  to  be  approved,  platted  and  recorded.  While  this 
work  of  former  surveys  has  been  progressing,  the  returns  of  recent 
surveys  also  needed  attention.  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  claims  have 
been  surveyed  during  the  year,  and  eight  hundred  and  eight  have 
been  examined,  platted  and  approved.  In  addition  to  these,  the  field 
notes  of  nearly  six  hundred  claim  surveys  have  been  examined,  which 
only  await  corrections  by  the  deputies  who  executed  the  work  to  re- 
ceive their  approval.  Of  the  notes  of  claim  surveys  which  were  re- 
turned to  this  office  several  years  ago,  a  large  number  still  remains  to 
be  examined,  corrected  and  approved.  Every  effort  in  my  power  will 
continue  to  be  exerted  in  prosecuting  this  examination  to  the  earliest 
possible  completion. 

The  correspondence  with  settlers,  growing  out  of  these  surveys 
alone,  consumes  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  time.  Tet  all  inquiries 
and  demands  on  this  office,  whether  connected  with  this  branch  of 
business  or  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests  of  settlers,  or  the 
duties  of  this  office,  have  been  uniformly  met  with  the  most  prompt 
attention. 

Not  having  been  empowered  to  hasten  the  surveys  of  private  land 
claims  not  taken  by  legal  subdivisions,  the  work  in  many  townships 
goes  on  tardily,  because  settlers  still  withhold  their  requests  for  sur- 
veys. Various  reasons  might  be  assigned  for  this  course  of  settlers, 
but  the  effects  are  the  same.  The  completion  of  claim  maps,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office  and  to  registers,  is  retarded ; 
superintendents  of  schools  cannot  make  sales  of  fractions  of  school 
lands  contiguous  to  unsurveyed  claims  ;  nor  can  the  registers  arrive 
at  a  knowledge  of  the  areas  of  such  tracts  to  accommodate  pre- 
emptionists ;  and  from  the  same  cause  the  recently  advertised  sales  of 

5)ublic  lands  could  not  be  made  in  this  Territory.     It  would  certainly 
isu^ilitate  business  if  authority  were  given  to  require  of  settlers  en- 
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titled  to  survey  that  they  should  make  their  "requests"  within  a 
given  number  of  days  from  date  after  the  expiration  of  their  four 
years'  residence  and  cultivation,  else  deputy  surveyors  would  be  com- 
missioned to  execute  the  surveys  forthwith  at  the  settlers'  cost. 
Further  delay  occasions  only  further  difficulty,  inconvenience^  labor, 
and  expense. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  settlers  under  the  donation  laws 
have  made  final  proofs  of  their  claims  at  this  office  since  the  17th  of 
September,  1856.  All  these  have  been  sent  to  the  land  office  at 
Oregon  City.  I  am  advised  by  Hon.  L.  F.  Mosher,  register  at  Win- 
chester, Oregon  Territory,  that  1,995  settlers'  notifications,  under 
the  same  laws,  are  on  file  in  his  office ;  on  383  of  these  final  proofs 
have  been  made.  Of  the  number  of  notifications  on  file  in  the  reg- 
ister's office  at  Oregon  City,  and  on  how  many  of  them  final  prooft 
have  been  filed,  no  official  information  is  at  hand  ;  but  the  nnmoer  of 
claimants  there  exceeds  6,000.  Hence  the  whole  number  of  settlers 
claiming  or  holding  lands  under  the  donation  laws  in  Oregon  is  not 
far  from  9,000. 

On  the  30th  June,  1856, 1  advised  you  of  the  fact  that  there  were 
in  this  office  about  3,600  pages,  or  what  was  equivalent  to  six 
volumes,  of  recorded  field  notes  of  surveys  which  had  not  been  com- 
pared. These,  and  all  excepting  about  500  pages  of  those  that  have 
been  recorded  since  that  period^  have  now  been  carefully  compared 
with  the  original  notes,  and  all  necessary  corrections  properly 
made.  A  volume  of  transcripts  of  field  notes,  nearly  ftiU,  has  also 
been  compared,  and  will  be  transmitted  to  your  office  immediately 
after  its  completion. 

In  addition  to  the  recording  of  field  notes  of  former  surveying  con- 
tracts, the  notes  of  two  large  contracts  of  exterior  and  subdivisional 
lines,  returned  since  the  16th  of  last  September,  have  been  recorded ; 
but,  besides  other  notes  returned  since  that  time,  there  are  yet  on 
hand,  to  be  recorded,  the  notes  of  eight  old  contracts,  which  embrace 
about  60  townships. 

There  have  been  made  from  the  field  notes  of  surveys  compared 
and  transmitted  to  registers,  since  my  last  annual  report,  sixty  de- 
scriptive sheets  ;  and  there  have  been  draughted,  since  said  report,  four 
maps  of  coast  meridian  ;  twelve  maps  of  exterior  township  lines  ;  one 
hundred  and  eleven  maps  of  subdivisions ;  and  eighty-five  maps  of 
private  land  claims  ;  all  of  which  are  more  particularly  described  in 
the  annexed  statements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  ZIEBER, 

Surveyor  Oeneroi  of  Oregon. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 

CommiasioneT  of  the  General  Land  Office^ 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 
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D. 

Lid  o/toumahips  the  description  lists  of  which  have  been  made  from  the 
field  notes  of  surveys  ana  compared  since  the  last  annual  re/port  from 
this  office. 


Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 
Township 


7  north 

8  north 
8  north 

8  north 

9  north 

8  north 

9  north 
8  north 

7  north 

8  north 

5  north 

6  north 

7  north 

8  north 
5  north 

12  south 

13  south 

14  south 

11  south 

12  south 

13  south 

14  south 

10  south 
7  south 

22  south 

11  south 

12  south 

13  south 

14  south 

23  south 

24  south 

25  south 

26  south 

27  south 

28  south 

24  south 

25  south 

26  south 

27  south 

28  south 

14  south 

15  south 

16  south 

17  south 


range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 
range 


4  west. 

4  west. 

5  west. 

6  west. 

6  west. 

7  west. 

7  west. 

8  west. 

9  west. 
9  west. 

10  west. 
1 0  west. 
10  west. 

10  west. 

11  west. 
1  west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west. 

west 

west. 

west. 
5  west. 
5  west. 

5  west. 

6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 
6  west. 


1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
5 
5 
5 
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TownHllip  18  south,  range  6  west. 
Township  10  sonth,  range  T  west. 
Township  13  south,  range  7  west. 
Township  14  south,  range  7  west. 
Township  25  south,  range  7  west. 
Township  10  south,  range  8  west. 
Township  13  south,  range  8  west. 
Township  14  south,  range  8  west. 
Township  1  north,  range  1  east. 
Township  18  south,  range  1  east. 
Township  19  south,  range  1  east. 
Township  20  south,  range  1  cast. 
Township  20  south,  range  2  east. 
Township  21  south,  range  2  east. 
Township  20  south,  range  3  east. 
Township  21  south,  range    3  east.  —Total  60. 

JOHN  8.  ZIEBER, 

Surveyor  General  of  Oregon. 
Surveyor  General's  Oppicb, 

Scdemy  0.  T.,  September  16,  1857. 


E. 

Edimate  of  surveying  and  office  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1859,  as  follows : 

For  compensation  of  surveyor  general  and  clerks  in  this 

office 17,300 

For  transcribing  field  notes 3^000 

For  transcribing  field  notes  of  private  land  claims 2,500 

For  office  work 4,500 

For  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  and  incidental  expenses 2^500 

For  continuing  surveys  of  standard  parallels  in  this  district 

to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  say  60  miles,  at  |20  per  mile 1,200 

For  surveying  exterior  and  subdivisional  lines  of  20  town- 
ships, say  1,440  miles,  at  |12  per  mile 17,280 

And,  in  event  of  extending  the  surveys  east  of  the  Cascade 
mountains,  there  will  be  required  : 
For  new  meridian  and  base  lines,  say  150  miles,  at  not  ex- 
ceeding $25  per  mile 3,760 

For  surveying  standard  parallels,  say  150  miles,  at  not  ex- 
ceeding |20  per  mile 3,000 

And  for  surveying  exterior  and  subdivisional  lines  of  50 

townships,  say  3,600  miles,  at  not  exceeding  |12  per  mile    43,200 

JOHN  8.  ZIEBER, 

Surveyor  General  of  Oregon. 
Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Salem,  0.  T.,  September  16,  1857. 
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WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 


Surveyor  General's  Office, 
Olympiaj  Washington  Territory^  September  21,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  under  date  of  May  2, 
1857,  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  my  annual  report  of  the  surveying 
district  in  Washington  Territory. 

Herewith  I  forward  papers,  marked  A  to  E,  exhibiting  the  con- 
tracts made,  the  work  performed,  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
service  under  my  charge. 

A  synopsis  of  the  progress  of  the  surveying  and  office  operations 
since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  together  with  estimates  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859,  were  forwarded  on  the  14th 
August  last. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  September  20,  1856,  this 
Territory  was  engaged  in  a  war  with  several  Indian  tribes  within  its 
borders.  The  vigorous  and  united  action  of  the  regular  and  volunteer 
forces  had  subdued  or  overawed  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country 
lying  west  of  the  Cascade  range,  and  a  large  party  of  citizen  volun- 
teers had  crossed  the  mountains  and  were  engaged  in  making  war 
upon  the  formidable  tribes  inhabiting  the  valley  of  the  Upper 
Columbia. 

At  this  time  there  are  no  organized  bands  of  hostile  Indians  west  of 
the  Cascade  mountains,  but  much  alarm  is  still  felt ;  and  the  occa- 
sional murders  of  settlers  by  the  Russo-British  savages  inhabiting  the 
coast  and  archipelago  north  of  the  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude 
causes  a  feeling  of  insecurity  upon  the  shores  of  Puget's  Sound,  and 
the  insecure  tenure  by  which  the  fealty  of  the  aborigines  inhabiting 
the  western  slope  of  the  Cascade  range  is  retained  renders  it  impossi- 
ble to  procure  deputies  who  will  undertake  to  extend  the  surveys  far 
from  the  eastern  shores  of  the  sound. 

The  surveys  of  the  extension  of  the  Willamette  meridian  north  to 
Whidby's  island,  the  rich  lands  of  Whidby's  island,  several  town- 
ships in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Vancouver,  eight  townships  on  the  Lower 
Columbia,  including  the  mouth  of  the  Cowlitz  river,  ten  townships 
upon  the  peninsula  made  by  Puget's  Sound  and  Hood's  canal,  and 
several  townships  on  the  Chehalis  river,  are  in  a  forward  state  of 
completion,  and  will  all  probably  be  finished  this  season. 

No  surveys  have  been  made  east  of  the  guide  meridian ;  and  the 
paralysis  caused  by  the  Indian  war^  the  scarcity  of  men,  and  the  gen- 
eral impoverishment  of  the  inhabitants,  including  the  few  land  sur- 
veyors of  the  country,  together  with  the  exceeding  topographical 
difficulty  of  the  country,  has  made  it  impossible  to  find  deputies 
willing  to  contract  for  any  work  other  than  that  reported. 

There  is  in  this  Territory  near  1,500  private  land  claims,  taken 
under  the  late  donation  laws.  These  are  surveyed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  office,  and  five  claim  surveyors  in  different  parts  of  the 
Territory  are  commissioned  and  employed  upon  this  work. 

The  surveys  of  the  past  summer  have  developed  excellent  lands  on 
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the  peninsula  between  Hood's  canal  and  Puget's  Sound ;  also  good 
pine  timber. 

A  number  of  small  arable  prairies,  as  well  as  much  good  timbered 
land,  exists  between  Gray's  harbor,  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the 
southern  extremity  of  Puget's  Sound,  upon  which  but  few  settlers 
have  located.  I  propose  having  this  tract  of  country  surveyed  next 
summer. 

The  population  of  Washington  Territory  has  not  increased  for  the 
two  years  past,  in  consequence  of  the  Indian  difficulties  and  conse- 
quent insecurity. 

Much  of  the  best  prairie  land  is  held  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  and 
Puget's  Sound  agricultural  companies,  and  I  would  respectfully  re- 
iterate my  former  urgent  recommendation,  that  steps  be  taken  to  set 
ofi*  these  undefined  claims,  and  segregate  them  from  the  public  do- 
main, that  the  American  settler  may  know  with  certainty  that  his 
iarm  and  improvements  are  not  upon  the  claims  of  these  corporations. 

I  have  recommended  that  the  surveys  be  commenced  next  year  in 
that  part  of  the  Territory  lying  east  of  the  Cascade  range,  upon  the 
Upper  Columbia  and  its  tributaries. 

Some  seventy  donation  claims  have  been  taken  in  that  section  of 
couutry,  and  large  cattle  ranches  were  in  successful  operation  two 
years  since. 

During  the  past  summer  from  50  to  100  American  miners  have 
profitably  worked  the  gold  mines  near  Fort  Colville,  and  I  hope  by 
next  spring  the  savages  of  the  Upper  Columbia  will  be  at  peace  with 
the  white  settlers,  and  the  rich  valleys  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Upper 
Columbia  will  rapidly  fill  up  with  American  farmers  and  cattle 
raisers. 

In  the  Yakama  country,  on  the  A-tah-nam  and  other  branches  of 
the  Yakama  river,  and  north  of  Fort  Walla- Walla,  including  the 
valley  of  the  Snake  river  and  its  tributaries,  and  the  great  plateau  of 
the  Spokane,  are  immense  plains  or  prairies  admirably  adapted  for 
grazing,  and  where  the  horses  and  cattle  of  the  savages  find  sub- 
sistence throughout  the  whole  year. 

The  Walla- Walla  valley,  except  a  small  strip  on  the  Columbia, 
and  a  portion  occupied  by  the  Blue  mountains  on  the  east,  is  an  ex- 
cellent grazing  country,  and  much  of  it  is  rich  farming  land. 

The  lands  on  the  Touchet,  Dry  Fork,  Mill  Creek  and  other  tributa^ 
ries  of  the  Walla- Walla  are  admirably  adapted  to  the  growth  of  all  the 
cereals  and  vegetables,  including  Indian  corn  and  melons. 

The  streams  above  mentioned  water  the  country  bountifully  and 
aflbrd  the  means  of  irrigation ;  nearly  all  the  land  between  these 
streams  is  fertile,  and  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  AValla- Walla 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  that  can  be  found  upon  the 
continent. 

There  is  probably  no  other  body  of  grazing  land  equal  to  the  Walla- 
Walla  valley,  in  either  Oregon  or  Washington  Territories;  nor  is  there 
probably  as  good  a  farminjjj  tract  as  the  portion  watered  by  the  above 
named  tributaries  of  the  Walla- Walla. 

The  country  between  the  Clearwater  and  Cour  d'Alene  rivers,  and 
from  the  Bitter  Root  mountains  to  the  Palouse  river  is  an  excellent 
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body  of  land  well  watered.     Pine  and  other  timber  upon  the  streams, 
and  nearly  all  arable. 

The  Colville  valley  is  rich  and  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  wheat, 
well  timbered  and  rich  in  gold  upon  the  Pen  d' Oreille  river 

The  boundary  line  between  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories, 
when  run  out  east  of  the  Columbia  river  upon  the  4Hth  parallel  of 
north  latitude,  would  afford  a  good  base  line  from  whence  to  originate 
a  new  meridian  running  north,  from  which  the  country  east  of  the 
mountains  could  be  surveyed,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  for 
your  consideration  the  establishment  of  this  boundary  and  its  use  as  a 
base  for  both  Territories  east  of  the  Cascades. 

The  work  performed  by  deputy  surveyors  under  contracts  with  this 
office  during  the  past  year  has  been  accurately  and  faithfully  done, 
and  proven  correct  both  by  examination  in  the  field  and  office,  and 
reflect  credit  upon  the  gentlemen  employed,  as  the  country  was  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  it  required  extraordinary  energy  and  severe  labor 
to  make  the  distance  run  per  day  pay  the  expenses  of  surveying  parties. 
On  Whidby's  island  and  the  peninsula  east  of  Hood's  canal,  the 
Indians  followed  the  surveying  parties  and  pulled  up  the  posts  and 
levelled  the  mounds,  alleging  that  they  had  not  sold  their  lands,  as 
the  treaties  were  not  confirmed. 

Upon  my  representing  their  conduct  to  the  Indian  department  here, 
the  agents  promptly  interfered  and  obliged  them  to  desist. 

Herewith  I  forward  three  copies  of  a  map  (in  sheets  marked 
1  and  2)  of  the  country  lying  west  of  the  Cascade  mountains,  showing 
the  progress  and  extent  of  the  public  surveys  ;  also  of  that  part  of  the 
Territory  lying  east  of  the  Cascades,  upon  the  upper  Columbia. 

These  maps  have  been  carefully  compiled  in  this  office  from  the  land 
and  coast  surveys  and  reliable  information  derived  from  the  settlers, 
the  military,  both  regular  and  volunteer,  who  have  penetrated  the 
country,  and  from  gentlemen  connected  with  the  northwestern  boundary 
commission.  That  part  east  of  the  mountains  was  made  up  chiefly  from 
the  reports  and  observations  of  the  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
Gov.  Stevens,  of  Washington  Territory,  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted 
for  valuable  information  derived  from  his  accurate  and  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  geographical  features  and  resources  of  the  whole  Territory, 
and  whose  devotion  to,  and  intelligent  and  able  discharge  of  his  duties 
during  the  past  four  years,  in  every  part  of  the  Territory , has  made  him 
more  familiar  with  its  topographical  features  than  any  one  else. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  these  maps  be  lithographed,  and 
a  few  hundred  copies  forwarded  to  me  for  distribution  to  citizens  and 
emigrants  seeking  a  home  upon  this  distant  frontier. 

A  few  claims  are  being  taken  under  the  pre-emption  laws,  but  they 
restrict  the  settler  to  160  acres.  It  woula  greatly  stimulate  the  set- 
tlement and  occupation  of  the  country  if  the  amount  were  increased  to 
320  acres,  or  a  new  donation  act  made  by  Congress,  giving  the  settler 
fee  simple  to  his  land  upon  proof  of  improvements  being  made  to  the 
value  of  $1  25  per  acre,  or  proof  of  residence  and  cultivation  for  a 
limited  period  of  years,  at  his  option. 

With  a  fine  climate,  good  soil,  fine  grazing  lands,  the  best  of  ship 
timber,  spars,  and  lumber  on  the  continent,  with  abundance  of  ex- 
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oellent  coal,  all  that  is  needed  here  is  more  population  to  overawe  the 
aborigines  and  develop  the  many  resources  of  this  outpost  of  civiliza- 
tion. 

I  have  lately  visited  the  northern  part  of  this  Territory  up  to  the 
49th  parallel  of  north  latitude,  and  examined  the  lands  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  coal  mines  at  Bellingham  bay,  the  islands  south  of  the  Gulf  of 
Georgia,  and  both  shores  of  Puget's  Sound,  Admiralty  Inlet,  and  part 
of  Hood's  canal,  and  am  convinced  that  could  security  be  had  from  the 
Indians,  either  by  sufficient  population  for  self-protection,  or  an  ad- 
equate force  of  garrisons  or  vessels  of  war,  no  part  of  the  republic 
affords  better  inducements  for  the  farmer,  grazier,  miner  or  lumber- 
man than  the  country  lying  west  of  the  Cascades  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory. 

I  hope  to  be  able  next  spring  to  contract  for  the  extension  of  the 
guide  meridian  from  the  7th  standard  parallel  north  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Territory,  and  the  survey  of  the  standard  parallels 
west  from  it  to  the  eastern  shores  of  this  magnificent  inland  sea. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TILTON, 
Surveyor  Oeneral  of  Washington  Territory. 

Hon.  Thos.  a.  Hendricks, 

Commissioner  General  Land  Office. 
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0. 

StcUemetU  of  original  plats  made  and  copies  transmitted  to  the  General 
Land  Office  and  district  office  since  the  20th  September^  1856. 


Character  of  plat. 


Township— 

24  north,  range  2  east. ... 

$^..do do....  ... 

26.. do....  ....do......  . 

28..do....  ....do....  ... 

21. .do. ..range  1  west ... 

22. .do do......  . 

31. .do.. .range  1  east... 
31. .do.,  .range  2  east ... 
19.. do... range  3  west... 
16..  do. ...... .do. ...... 

13. .do... range  5  west ... 
i6..do....  ....do.... ... 

6. .do.. .range  1  west ... 

7. .do do 

14. .do. ..range  3  west .. 
Exteriors  of  townships — 
14  north)  range  5  west. .. 

8. .do do 


No.  of  copies. 


.9 

i 


J. 

1§ 


o 


I 


When  trans- 
mitted. 


Oct.  21,1856 

do...... 

.....  do...... 

Oct.  28,1856 
Nov.  18,1856 

.....  do...... 

Dec.  11,1856 

do 

Dec.  18,1856 

.....  do...... 

Dec.  30, 1856 
Jan.  16,1857 
Feb.  13,1857 

.....do...... 

Aug.  7,1657 


Jan.  16,1857 
Feb.  13,1857 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Offiok  Surveyor  Geweral,  W.  T., 

Olympia,  Septefnber  21, 1857. 


JAMES  TILrON, 
Surveyor  General  Washington  Territory 
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AUst  of  field  notes  on  JUe  in  this  office  which  have  been  recorded,  trar^ 
scribed  J  and  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  since  September 
20,  1866. 


Chanoter  of  field  notei. 


fHien  transmitted. 


SabdiTiaioDB  of  townehipi : 

No.  24  north,  range  2  east. . 

No.  25. .do do 

No.  26.. do do 

No.  20.. do do 

No.  21  north,  range  1  west. . 

No.  22. .do do 

No.  31  north,  range  1  east.. 

No.  31  north,  range  2  east. . 

No.  19  north,  range  3  west.. 

No.  18..do do  ...... 

No.  13  north,  range  5  west-. 

No.  16. .do do 

No.   6  north,  range  1  west.. 

No.   7. .do do 

No.  14  north,  range  3  west.. 
Exteriors  of  townships : 

No.  14  north,  range  5  west.. 

No.   8  north,  range  1  west.. 


October 
....do..... 

do. — 

October 
November 
....do  .... 
December 

...-do 

December 

.-..do 

December 

January 

February 

...do 

Aagust 

January 
February 


21,  1866. 
...do.... 
..  •  do.... 
28,  185a 
18,  185a 
.. .  do..-. 

11,  ]85a 

...do-.. 
18,  1856. 
...do 

30,  186a 

16,  1867. 

13,  1857. 
...do.... 

7,  1857. 

16,  1867. 
13,  1857. 


ery  respectfaily,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TILTON, 
Surveyor  General  qf  WMhing/ton  TerrUory. 
Offiok  Surveyor  Gkheral  W.  T., 

Olymjna,  Sqjtember 21,  1857. 

E. 

Estimate  of  expenses  incident  to  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Washington  for  the  fscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 


Salary  of  surveyor  general 

Salary  of  regular  clerks  in  the  office  of  surveyor  general 

For  extra  clerks  employed  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  in  transcribing 
field  notes  for  preservation  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  examining  and 
platting  surveys  of  private  land  claims  under  the  donation  laws 

For  rent  of  office,  wages  of  messenger,  purchase  and  repairs  of  instruments, 
fuel,  stationery,  and  other  incidental  expenses 

For  800  miles  of  base,  meridian  and  standard  parallel  lines  east  of  the  Cascade 
mountains,  in  Washington  Territory,  at  $20  per  mile 

For  increased  compensation  of  $5  per  mile  for  400  miles  of  meridian  and 
standard  parallel  lines,  appropriated  for  in  act  making  appropriations  for 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1858 

For  increased  compensation  of  $3  per  mile  for  1, 660  miles  township  and  sub- 
divisional  lines,  appropriated  for  in  act  making  appropriations  for  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1858 

Total 


$3,000  00 
4,000  00 


4,000  00 

3,000  00 

16,000  00 

2,000  00 

4,980  00 


36,960  00 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TILTON, 
Surveyor  General  WashinyUm  ThrUory. 
OrrioK  SuRTXTOR  GcirxRAL  W.  T., 

(Hyn^,  September  21,  1867. 


8ECRETABT   OF  THE  INTERIOR.  255 


TERRITORY  OP  NEW  MEXICO. 

SuBVBYOR  General's  Office, 
Santa  Fcy  New  MexioOy  September  30,  1867. 
Snt:  In  accordanoe  with  instructions  I   respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  office^  in  the  different  branches 
confided  to  its  care,  from  October  1,  1866,  up  to  this  date  : 

Surveys. 

The  contract  entered  into  with  John  W.  Garretson,  esq.,  on  the 
3d  of  April,  1856,  has  been  completed,  the  field  notes  returned  to  this 
office,  examined  and  approved,  and  the  plats  executed  and  transmitted 
to  your  office. 

On  the  2d  day  of  December,  1856,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with 
the  said  John  W.  Garretson,  esq.,  for  the  survey  of  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  miles  of  standard  and  correction  and  exterior  township  lines 
in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Under  this  contract  36  miles  68 
chains  and  2  links  of  correction  lines,  and  693  miles  and  3  chains  of 
township  and  subdivision  lines  have  been  run. 

The  execution  of  this  contract  has  been  attended  with  much  danger 
to  the  contractor,  on  account  of  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  located  west 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  greatly  increased  by  an  expedition  made  against  them 
during  last  summer,  when  several  Indians  were  killed  and  wounded, 
and  war  parties  are  now  on  the  constant  march  seeking  for  opportunities 
to  revenge  themselves  for  injuries  which  they  have  sustained.  Mr. 
Garretson  had  his  animals  stolen  from  him  last  spring  by  the  Indians, 
and,  although  they  were  recovered,  he  lost  several  da^s  in  accomplish- 
ing the  object,  and  under  a  heavy  expense  during  the  whole  period. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  Captain  Alfred  Gibbs,  of  the  regiment  of 
mounted  rifles,  United  States  army,  who  was  directed  by  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Fillmore,  to  proceed  with  a  portion  of  his  com- 
pany in  pursuit  of  thelndians,  for  the  promptness  and  energy  manifested 
by  him  in  overtaking  them,  and  his  bravery  in  the  engagement  had 
with  them,  having  received  a  wound  in  his  side  from  a  lance,  of  which, 
I  am  happy  to  state,  he  has  entirely  recovered.  Great  praise  is  also 
due  to  Mr.  Garretson  and  Mr.  Louis  Dickens,  one  of  his  employes, 
who  accompanied  Captain  Gibbs,  for  their  bravery  in  aiding  to  slaughter 
the  Indians  and  recapture  the  animals,  all  of  which  were  recovered 
with  the  exception  of  one  mule  killed  by  the  Indians  for  food. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  general  commanding  this  depart- 
ment be  directed  by  the  proper  authority  to  furnish  deputy  surveyors 
whose  fields  of  labor  are  distant  from  the  larger  settlements  with  a 
sufficient  escort  to  protect  them  from  attacks  by  hostile  bands  of  Indians. 
Unless  this  is  done  the  public  surveys  in  this  Territory  will  be  greatly 
retarded,  as  no  deputy  surveyor  will  be  willing  to  risk  his  life  and 
property  lor  the  remuneration  allowed  by  the  government  for  his 
services. 

As  Mr.  Garretson  was  compelled,  for  a  time,  to  abandon  his  work 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  for  the  reasons  above  given,  a  contract  was  made 
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with  him  on  the  29th  July  last  to  extend  the  lines  of  the  public 
surveys  into  the  vaUeSj  situated  about  40  miles  northwest  of  this  place, 
and  subdivide  not  more  than  three  hundred  miles  thereof,  provided 
that  amount  of  land  susceptible  of  cultivation  was  found.  This  work 
is  now  being  executed. 

The  entire  surveys  executed  in  this  Territory  since  October  1, 
1866,  amount  to  45  miles  61  chains  17  links  of  standard  and  correc- 
tion lines,  and  1,169  miles  26  chains  and  9  links  of  exterior  town- 
ship and  subdivision  lines. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  sketch  map,  showing  the 
surveys  executed  since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

The  distance  between  the  eastern  and  western  boundaries  of  this 
Territory  being  very  great,  and  as  the  Rocky  mountains  run  through 
its  entire  centre,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  meridian,  to  be  styled 
the  Fort  Buchanan  meridian,  and  base  and  standard  parallels,  be  run 
west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  passing  through  Fort  Buchanan,  as 
shown  on  the  sketch  map  herewith  accompanying,  and  that  the  deputy 
surveyor  entrusted  with  that  duty  be  authorized  to  call  upon  the  com- 
mander at  Fort  Buchanan  for  a  suitable  escort  to  protect  him  against 
the  Indians. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  this  office  for  the  survey  of  several 
military  reserves  in  this  Territory.  One  of  them.  Fort  Thorn,  being 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Mr.  Garretson's  labors,  I  have  caused  to 
be  surveyed,  and  the  field  notes  are  now  under  examination  in  this 
office.  Those  of  Fort  Stanton  and  Fort  Buchanan  are  so  distant  from 
any  of  the  lines  of  the  public  surveys  that  a  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  commander  of  the  department  would  be  attended  with 
a  greater  expense  to  the  government  than  I  feel  authorized  to  incur ; 
I  have  consequently  recommended  to  the  commanding  general  that 
he  assign  an  officer  of  the  topographical  corps  to  that  duty,  which  has 
been  done,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  surveying  the  reserve  at  Fort 
Stanton. 

As  the  private  land  claims  granted  by  the  governments  of  Spain 
and  Mexico  are  spread  over  the  entire  portion  of  the  Territory  which 
is  settled,  the  public  surveys  will  necessarily  be  confined  to  those 
portions  distant  from  the  principal  settlements  until  these  claims  are 
finally  severed  from  the  public  domain  by  the  action  of  Congress. 

Several  donation  claims  arising  under  the  act  of  July  22,  1854,  are 
entitled  to  patents,  the  period  of  four  years  required  by  law  having 
expired.  These  also  await  the  final  disposal  of  private  land  claims 
before  thev  can  be  surveyed  and  patented. 

When  such  action  is  taken  so  as  to  ascertain  which  are  undisputed 
public  lands  and  subject  to  entry  and  donations,  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  portion  of  the  law  requiring  donation  claimants  to  conform 
to  legal  subdivisions  to  be  repealed,  where  claims  are  located  beyond 
the  lines  of  surveys,  and  that  this  office  be  authorized  to  survey  them 
separately  and  independent  of  any  such  surveys,  in  order  to  avoid 
constant  difficulties  and  contentions  between  claimants. 

Forty-eight  donation  claims  have  been  filed  in  this  office  since  the 
date  of  my  last  report,  making  a  total  of  eighty  claims  filed,  an 
abstract  of  which,  marked  A,  is  herewith  transmitted. 
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I  also  repeat  the  recommendation  that  the  donation  law  be  amended 
in  the  manner  suggested  in  my  report  for  the  year  1855. 

Private  land  daima. 

Twenty-six  private  land  claims  have  been  filed  since  October  1, 
1856 ;  an  abstract  of  which,  marked  B,  is  herewith  transmitted, 
making  a  total  of  fifty-seven  private  land  claims  only  filed  since  this 
office  was  established. 

Sixteen  private  land  claims  have  been  taken  up,  examined,  and 
confirmed  since  October  1,  1856;  three  of  which  were  transmitted 
on  the  Ist  of  January  last,  the  remaining  thirteen  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

Those  transmitted  on  the  Ist  January  are — 

No.  14.  Charles  Beaubien,  Taos  county. 

No.  29.  Town  of  Casa  Colorado,  Valencia  county. 

No.  32.  Hugh  Stevenson  et  al..  Dona  Ana  county. 

I  respectfully  request  that  these  three  cases  be  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress with  the  following  thirteen  now  forwarded,  viz : 

No.    8.  Town  of  Tecolote,  San  Miguel  county. 

No.  11.  Donaciano  Vigil,  do.  do. 

No.  16.  E.  W.  Eaton,  Santa  F€  county. 

No.  39.  John  Scolly  et  al.,  Taos  county. 

No.  25.  John  Lamy,  Santa  F6  county. 

No.  40.  Town  of  Chilili,  Bernalillo  county. 

No.  41.  Antonio  Sandoval,  San  Miguel  county. 

No.  43.  Town  of  Belen,  Valencia  county. 

No.  44.  Serafin  Ramirez,  Bernalillo  county. 

No.  48.  Charles  Beaubien  and  Guadalupe  Miranda,  Taos  county. 

No.  50.  Jose  Leandro  Perea,  Bernalillo  county. 

No.  53.  Ceran  St.  Vrain  and  heirs  of  C.  Vigil,  Taos  county. 

No.  54.  Alexander  Valle,  San  Miguel  county. 

These  cases  are  numbered  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  filed  and 
entered  on  the  docket. 
^  The  people  of  the  Territory  are  informed  (in  many  cases  by  de- 
signing persons)  that  the  decision  of  this  office  on  their  claims  makes 
them  no  more  secure  than  they  are  at  present ;  that  it  will  occasion  a 
great  amount  of  unnecessary  labor,  and  in  many  cases  expense,  in 
paying  witnesses  which  may  be  required  in  the  investigation  of  claims 
before  this  office  ;  and  therefore  very  few  have  responded  to  the  notice 
requesting  them  to  present  their  claims  at  as  early  a  day  as  practi- 
cable. I  therefore  respectfully  repeat  my  former  recommendation  for 
the  establishment  of  a  board  of  commissioners  to  investigate  and  de- 
cide upon  private  land  claims  in  New  Mexico,  including  those  existing 
in  the  territory  recently  acquired  from  Mexico,  styled  the  Gadsden 
Purchase.  It  should  be  required  to  hold  at  least  one  session  at  the 
county  seat,  or  other  convenient  point,  in  each  county,  and  should 
have  full  power  to  compel  the  presentation  of  claims,  under  penalty 
of  a  forfeiture  of  the  land.  Unless  this  board  is  established,  or  fur- 
ther legislation  is  had  on  the  subject,  it  will  be  impossible  to  ascertain 
which  are  undisputed  public  lands  and  which  are  private  property  | 
17 
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the  public  surveys  will  be  greatly  retarded ;  donation  claimants  will  be 
subject  to  many  vexations  and  doubts  in  taking  up  lands,  and  in  many 
cases  will  lose  their  improvements  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of 
their  right  to  settle  upon  them. 

As  full  testimony  will  be  taken  before  the  board,  if  established,  not 
only  in  relation  to  the  grants  themselves,  but  also  in  regard  to  the 
boundaries  of  claims,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  as  well  as  being  the 
means  of  obtaining  more  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the  survey 
of  those  claims  after  their  final  confirmation^  I  would  suggest  that 
the  surveyor  general  be  made  a  member  of  the  board,  if  created. 

In  my  estimate  of  appropriations  I  have  included  five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  surveyor  general  to  take  testimony 
on  the  ground  in  those  private  claims  which  may  be  finally  confirmed, 
wherein  the  boundaries  are  not  well  proven,  and  which  require  ocular 
proofs  in  order  to  establish  them. 

As  many  English,  Spanish,  and  Mexican  works  are  absolutely 
required  in  the  investigation  of  private  land  claims  in  this  Territory, 
and  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars  appropriated  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  not  being  sufficient  to  purchase  one-half  of  those 
which  are  indispensable,  I  have  estimated  for  an  additional  sum  of 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Should  the  land  board  recommended  be  established,  this  library 
can  be  transferred  to  the  commission,  and  returned  to  this  office  when 
their  labors  are  completed. 

Further  legislation  is  recommended  in  regard  to  mines  and  mineral 
lands  in  this  Territory,  which  were  worked  and  owned  by  individuals 
prior  to  the  cession  of  the  country  to  the  United  States.  In  many 
cases  no  title  deeds  are  held  by  claimants  to  mineral  lands,  they 
having  been  lost  and  destroyed  by  several  means,  although  the  owners 
possess  a  just  and  equitable  title  to  the  lands  so  claimed. 

The  prompt  action  of  the  government  is  respectfully  requested  in 
this  matter,  so  as  to  avoid  endless  suits  and  difficulties  between  claim- 
ants and  persons  who  may  hereafter  settle  in  the  country  with  the 
intention  of  working  the  many  rich  mines  found  in  it. 

I  also  request  that  the  appropriation  for  the  contingent  expenses, 
house  rent,  fuel,  &c.,  for  this  office,  be  increased  from  three  thousand 
to  five  thousand  dollars,  materials,  stationery,  &c.,  required  for  the 
use  ol  the  office  being  more  costly  here  than  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia, and,  in  many  cases,  articles  which  cannot  be  obtained  here  having 
to  be  purchased  in  the  eastern  States  and  brought  out  by  mail,  at  a 
cost  ot  fifty  cents  per  pound  in  the  winter  season,  from  Independence 
to  this  place. 

I  have  also  estimated  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  the  survey  of 
such  private  land  claims  and  pueblo  grants  as  may  be  finally  confirmed 
by  Congress. 

The  appropriation  for  a  vault,  made,  at  the  request  of  this  office, 
for  the  preservation  of  the  records,  at  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress,  has  been  entirely  consumed  without  accomplishing  the 
object  intended.  Two  small  holes  in  the  cellar  of  the  new  State  House 
building  have  been  arched  over,  and  that  is  all  that  has  been  done. 
The  building  is  yet  without  a  roof,  and  likely  to  be  so  for  some  years 
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to  come.  The  places  caUed  the  vaults  are  without  floors  or  doors,  and, 
when  completed,  would  have  no  ventilation  or  light,  and  entirely  unfit 
for  keeping  valuable  papers,  and  only  adapted  to  storing  coal  or  wood 
for  fuel.  The  appropriation  having  been  entirely  consumed  by  Gov- 
ernor Meriwether,  the  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  to  no 
Surpose,  I  respectfully  request  that  an  appropriation  of  two  thousand 
oUars  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  suitable  place  for 
the  preservation  of  the  title  deeds  of  private  land  claims  and  other 
records  relating  to  lands  and  land  titles  in  this  Territory  now  in  the 
custody  of  the  surveyor  general. 

The  correspondence  with  the  department  and  in  relation  to  surveys 
and  private  land  claims  is  brought  up  to  date. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  accompany  estimate  of  appropriations, 
marked  0,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1859. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  PELHAM, 
Surveyor  OenercU  of  New  Mexico. 
Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Esq., 

Oomm'r  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  Washington  City,  D,  C. 
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A. 

Abstract  of  donation  daims  JUed  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
New  Mexico  from  September  1,  1856,  to  September  30,  1857. 


No. 


33 
34 
» 
30 

37 
38 
39 
40 
-41 

-,43 
44 

4« 
47 
,40 
49 
.5U 
51 
53 
53 
51 
55 
5« 
57 
58 
59 
SO 
.61 

(U 
4>4 
.65 
«« 
.67 
.68 
.69 
7» 
•71 
V? 
73 
74 
75 
78 
77 
78 
7» 

ao 


Date  when 
filed. 


Septie.  1856 
Oct.  6,  1856 
Dec.  96,  18S6 
Jan.  38,  1857 
Jan.  31,  1857 
Feb  93,  1857 
Feb.  23,  1857 

do 

do 

do 

Mar.  5,  1857 
Mar.  33,  1857 

do 

Mar  28,  1857 
AprU  6,  1857 

do 

do 

.....do  ... 
VkiH^  13, 1857 

fio 

May  ^y  1857 
M*ya9,  1857 
Mvy  30,  1857 
June  15,  Myi7 
June  29,  1£57 

do 

July    3,  ia57 

do 

July    7,1857 

do 

do 

July  9,  1857 
July  17,  la-i? 
July  23,  1857 
July  28,  1857 
Aug.  4,1857 

do 

do 

Aug.  6,ia'i7 
Aug.  10,  1857 

do 

Aug.  12,  mi7 
Sept.  5,1857 

do 

Sept.  9,  1857 

do 

Sfcpt.  10, 1857 
do 


Name. 


Juan  de  Jesoa  Brito 

Vicente  Romero* 

Prudencio  Garcia 

Jccus  Maria  Herrera  y  Baca  . 

Antonio  Romero* 

Charles  W.  Beach 

Juan  Sandoval 

John  iVommalsdorf. 

Jacob  Woromalsdorf 

Francisco  Barrk) 

Santiago  Gonzalez 

Jos6  de  Jesus  Ortiz 

BlaaLucero 

Pedru  Candelano 

Manuel  Garcia  y  Oriego 

Jeaus  Abraham  Mora 

Roaue  Chaves 

Ambrosio  Garcia.  .*.....  I ... . 

Jos6  Pacheco 

Jesus  Maria  Ortiz 

Guadalupe  Salazar 

Roque  Sanchez 

Jos^  Tgnacio  Archuleta 

Jos6  Maria  Martinez* 

Antonio  Gonzalez* 

Juan  Armijo 

Luis  Oallegos* 

JEEncornacton  Gonzalez* 

Jesus  Maria  Romero 

Sabino  Sandoval 

Crisanto  Rodriguez* 

Daltazar  Padilla 

Jos^  Trinidad  Barela 

Anlonio  Armenta 

Juan  7gnacio  Castillo 

Jos4S  Antonio  Gonzalez 

Isabel  Tafoya 

George  Tafoya 

Juan  de  Jems  Rael 

Char  es  Anderson 

Joseph  Baitzel 

Jos6  Kamon  Gonzalez 

Jesus  Lopez 

Juan  Ortiz 

Juan  Francisco  -Ortia* 

Ysidro  Gallegos* 

Pablo  Carrillo* 

Rafael  LucindoMontojra*... 


Commence- 
ment of  settle- 
ment. 


May  15, 1856 
April  15, 1849 
Dec.  93, 1856 
April  14, 1856 
Mar.  15,  1853 
Jan.  SO,  1857 
Feb.  19,  1857 
Feb.  19,  1857 
Feb.  19, 1857 
Nov.  1,  1853 
Jan.  97, 1857 
Mar.  1,1856 
Feb.  4,  1857 
Mar.  9, 1857 
Feb.  4,  1857 
do. 


.do. 


Feb.    1,1857 
Dec.  14, 1856 

do..  .. 

Mar.  15, 1857 
Mar.  10, 1857 
May  99,  1857 
Aug  94, 1851 
Mar.  17, 1849 
Sept.  7,  1856 
Mar.  1,1853 
.do.. 


Feb.  1,  1854 
July  1,  1857 
Mar.  1,18^ 
Feb.  1,  1856 
July  1,18)7 
July  23,  1857 
Mar.  15, 1852 
Au«.   1,  1857 

do 

do 

Aug.  4,  1857 
Aug.   7,  1857 

do 

Aug.  4,  1857 
May  17, 1856 
.do. 


Aug.  19,  1847 

......do 

Aug.   8,  1850 
do 


When  entitled 
to  a  patent. 


May  15, 1860 
April  15, 1853 
Dec.  93, 1860 
April  14, 1860 
Mar.  15,  1857 
Jan.  90,  1861 
Feb.  19, 1861 
Feb.  13, 1861 
Feb.  19,  1861 
Nov.  1,  1857 
Jan.  97, 1861 
Mar.  1,  1860 
Feb.  4,  1861 
Mar.  2, 1861 
Feb.   4,  1861 

do 

do 

Feb.  1,1861 
Dec.  14, 1860 
.do. 


Mar.  15, 1861 
Mar.  10,  1861 
May  90,  1861 
Aug.9^t,  1855 
Mar.  17,  1853 
8ept.  7,  1860 
Mar.  1,  1856 

do 

Feb.  1,1858 
July  1,  1861 
Mar.  1,  1856 
Feb.  1,  1860 
July  1,1861 
July  93,  1861 
Mar.  15,  1856 
Aug.  1,  1861 

do 

do 

Aug.  4,1861 
Aug.  7,  1861 

do 

Aug.  4,1861 
May  17, 1660 

do 

Aug.  19, 1851 

do 

Aug.  8,  1854 
do...... 


Loeality  of  cMb. 


San  Miguel  county. 
Sanu  Anaconnty.. 
Santa  Yti  conniy... 
Rio  Arcite  county.. 
San  Miguel  county. 
Dona  Ana  county.. 
Santa  ¥i  county. . . 

do 

.do., 


Dona  Ana  county.. 
Bernalillo  coonty . . . 
Sanu  ?e  county... 
Bernalillo  coonty. .. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Sanu  Vi  county.... 

do 

San  Miguel  county. 
Santa  r6couty... 

do 

San  Micuel  county. 

do 

do.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Santa  F^  county.... 
San  MiiHJel  county. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Santa  F6  county.... 
San  Miguel  county. 

"...'.'..'.do!;'.'..'.".*.!; 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


*  Entitled  to  patent. 


The  above  abstract  is  correct. 


B^KVVTom  Gkneral's  Orrica, 

^anta  F<f,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1857. 


WM.  FELHAM, 
Smrweyor  General  of  JV«w  Mm 
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C. 

Estimate  of  appropriationa  required  for  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  Oen- 
era!  of  New  Mexico  for  the  fiscal  year  eliding  June  30,  1859. 


For  salary  of  the  Burveyor  general , 

For  salary  of  translator - 

For  salaries  of  clerks  and  messengers 

For  incidental  expenses,  house-rent,  fuel,  stationery,  &c 

For  establishing  and  proving  boundaries  of  claims  approved  by  Congress... 

For  surveying  private  land  claims  and  Pcublo  grants 

For  the  oonstniction  of  a  vault  for  the  preservation  of  the  archives  of  the 
surveyor  general's  office 

For  the  purchase  of  English,  Spanish,  and  Mexican  law  books,  the  last  ap- 
propriation not  being  sufficient ' —  . 

For  the  survey  of  the  Fort  Buchanan  meridian,  base,  and  standard  parallel 
lines 


$3,000  00 
2,000  00 

12,000  00 
5,000  00 
5,000  00 

30,000  00 

2,000  00 

1,500  00 

30,000  00 


90,500  00 


SvsvKTOii  Qenesal's  Oftioi, 

Sanla  Fi,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1857. 


WM.  FELHAM,  Surveyar  GenavL 


KANSAS  TERRITORY. 

Surveyor  General's  Office, 

Lecompton,  K.  T.,  Oct.  21,  1857. 
Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  instructions  of  9th  May,   1857,  I 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  office  for  the 
year  ending  September  30, 1857. 


i 

s 

J 

i 
1 

• 

i 

a 

There  has  been  surveyed  of  the  south  principal 

meridian  and  standard  parallels— 
In  Kansas  ............ ................... 

394 
672 

3,236 

451 

89 

35 
07 

63 
06 
20 

80 
23 

75 
06 
27 

966 

3,777 

20, 393 

43 
10 
63 

In  Nebraska .. .... ...... ... 

TOWNSHIP  LUiES. 

In  Kansas  ..     ................  ............. 

OS 

In  Kantttis  on  Indian  account . 

In  Nebraska  ................. - .... 

OS 

SBCnON  OR  SUBDIVISION  Li>'sa. 

In  Kansas  ....... ..... . 

12,392 
1,234 
6,767 

01 
15 
46 

19 
78 
32 

In  Kansas,  on  Indian  account.  .......... 

In  Nebraska  ....... ...... 

29 

Total  mileii  siirveved  in  this  district 

1 

i 

25,137 

36 

40 
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The  number  of  acres  already  surveyed  is  as  follows : 

In  Kansas     -•....-  6,717,549.52 

In  Nebraska               .            .            .            -            .  2,666,015.03 


Total  reported         .  -  -  .         9,383,564.55 

Included  in  this  are  879,334  acres  of  Indian  trust  — 

lands,  but  the  Shawnee,  Wyandott,  and  other  re- 
serves are  included. 

There  is  now  reported  to  this   office,  but  not  for- 
warded to  the  department  -  -  -  681,586.13 
Under  contract,  but  not  yet  reported,  the  returns 
from  which  are  looked  for  during  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  amounting,  probably — 
In  Kansas,  to             ..-.-.        1,936,00000 
In  Nebraska,  to         -            -            -            -            -        1,760,000.00 


Probable  amount  of  acres  which  can  be  offered  at 

public  sale  by  the  Ist  June,  1858 — 
In  Kansas     ------        9,036,549.00 

In  Nebraska  .  .  -  .  .        4,726,601.00 

Total   -  .  -  .  .      13,763,150.00 


With  regard  to  the  New  York  Indian  lands,  this  office  is  advised 
that  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  Indian  families  are  on  the  lands, 
and  that  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Territory  look  to  their 
survey  and  sale  as  early  as  practicable,  for  large  portions  of  them  are 
now  occupied.  The  estimates  for  surveys  herewith  forwarded  em- 
brace these  lands. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  General  Land  Office, 
dated  25th  March,  1857,  this  office  immediately,  on  the  receipt  of  the 
requisite  plats  from  the  office  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  despatched  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Haddock  to  survey  the  con- 
nexions between  the  surveys  of  Kansas  Territory  and  those  of  the 
State  of  Missouri.  This  work  has  been  satisfactorily  completed,  and 
will  shortly  be  reported  to  your  office. 

ITie  foUomng  tabular  statements,  which  are  made  apart  of  this  report, 
exhibit  in  detail  the  operations  of  this  office  to  the  oOth  September j 
1857,  and  the  expenditures  to  June  30,  1857. 

1.  Statement  showing  description   of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  of 

which  township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  be^n  furnished 
to  the  Pawnee  land  office  during  the  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1857. 

2.  Statement  showing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  of 

which  township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished 
to  the  Delaware  land  office  during  the  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1857. 

3.  Statement  showing  description   of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  of 

which  township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished 
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to  the  Western  land  office  during  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1857. 

4.  Statement  showing  description  of  lands  and,  area  of  same^  of 
which  township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  famished 
to  the  Osage  land  office  during  the  year  ending  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1857. 

6.  Diagrams  and  field  notes  of  Shawnee  reserve,  retained  under 
instructions  of  February  20,  1866. 

6.  Diagrams  and  field  notes  of  Shawnee  cession,  retained  under 

instructions  of  February  20,  1856. 

7.  Statement  showing  description  of  New  York  Indian  lands  sur  • 

veyed  east  of  range  12,  and  lands  situated  on  the  Wyandott 
reserve. 

8.  Lisc  of  Wyandott  floats  filed  in  this  office. 

9.  Statement  showing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  of  which 

township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the 
South  Platte  River  land  office  during  the  year  ending  30th 
September,  1857. 

10.  Statements  bowing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  of  which 

township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the 
Nemaha  land  office  September  30, 1857. 

11.  Statements  bowing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  of  which 

township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the 
Omaha  land  office  during  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1857. 

12.  List  of  lands  in  the  Nemaha  land  district,  the  plats  of  which  are 

retained  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  regarding  the  western 
boundary  of  the  half  breed  lands. 

13.  Statement  showing  number  of  letters  written  to  the  department, 

deputy  surveyors,  and  others ;  also,  number  of  letters  received 
during  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1857. 

14.  General  statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  by  the  surveyor 

general  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  on  account  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  several  services  in  his  department  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1857. 

15.  Estimate  of  sums  required  for  the  extension  of  surveys  for  the 

year  ending  June  30,  1859.     (Kansas  and  Nebraska.) 

16.  Estimate  of  sums  required  for  office  expenses  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1859. 

17.  Statement  of  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas  during  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1857.     (General  account.) 

18.  Statement  of  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Kansas  during  the  year 

ending  September  30,  1857.     (Indian  account.) 

19.  Statement  of  surveys  in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  during  the 

year  ending  September  30,  1857. 

20.  Map  showing  the  progress  of  the  public  surveys  in  the  Territories 

of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  CALHOUN, 
Surveyor  General. 


SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR. 

No.    1. 
PAWNEE  LAND  OFFICE. 


265 


Statement  showing  description  of  landsy  and  area  of  same,  for  which 
township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  hxive  been  furnished  to  the  Pawnee 
land  office  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 


Township. 


Range 


10  south. 
18  south. 

21  south. 

22  south. 
10  south. 
18  south. 

21  south. 

22  south  . 

16  south. 

17  south - 

18  south . 

21  south. 

22  south. 

16  south. 

17  south - 

18  south. 

21  south. 

22  south. 

16  south. 

17  south. 

18  south. 

19  south. 

20  south. 

21  south. 

22  south. 

19  south. 

20  south. 

21  south - 

22  south. 

19  south. 

20  south  . 

21  south. 

22  south. 

19  south. 

20  south. 

21  south. 

22  south. 

19  south. 

20  south. 

21  south. 

22  south. 

16  south. 

17  south. 

18  south. 

19  south. 

20  south. 

21  south. 

22  south. 

16  south. 

17  south. 

18  south. 

19  south. 


9  east. 

9  east. 

9  east. 

9  east. 
10  east. 
10  east. 
10  east. 

10  east. 

11  east. 
11  east. 
11  east. 
11  east. 

11  east. 

12  cast. 
12  east. 
12  east. 
12  east. 

12  east. 

13  east. 
13  east. 
13  east. 
13  east. 
13  east. 
13  east. 

13  east. 

14  east. 
14  east. 
14  east. 

14  east. 

15  east. 
15  east. 
15  east. 

15  east. 

16  east. 
16  east. 
16  east. 

16  east. 

17  east. 
17  east. 
17  east- 

17  east. 

18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 

18  east. 

19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 


Area. 


Acret. 
12,509.90 
21,451.02 
22,861.27 
22,966.95 
7,465.77 
21,744.09 
22, 935.  25 
22,911.29 
16,498.79 
16,339.36 
22,515.30 
22,977.82 
22,842.97 

22,  754.  76 
22,602.79 
22,781.86 
22,775.34 
22,791.15 

2, 181.  62 
2, 006.  50 
1,779.64 
18,265.24 
23,048.31 
22,967.63 
22,691.84 
17,586.61 

23,  094.  47 
23, 594.  15 
23,073.40 
17,028.79 
23, 044.  74 
23,442  43 
22,896.16 
16,913.69 
23,  052.  93 
23,535.51 
2:^,  135.  20 
17,085.73 
23, 145.  04 
23.951.67 
23,091.60 

5, 175.  49 
488.  46 

5,774.49 
18,618.53 
23,006.13 
23,  666.  74 
23,073.68 
911.00 

2,085.20 
23, 134.  95 
23,185.51 
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Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

20  south                 «_  ....................... 

19  east 

Aerm. 
22, 983. 49 

21  south 

19  east 

23,613.08 

22  south              '. ... ..... 

19  east 

22,806. 16 

16  south 

20  east 

839.  03 

16  south 

20  east 

8,  279.  08 

17  south — 

20  east 

20  east 

7. 333.  39 

18  south 

22,822.  19 

19  south 

20  east 

22,802.i9 

20  south                         . - ... 

20  east 

22,963.61 

21  south       .-                  

20  east 

20  east 

24, 115.  49 

22  south.--..-.-..-- ---- 

23. 190.  76 

15  south ....--.... -.-. -. 

21  east 

3,040.88 
22, 404.  92 

16  south 

21  east 

17  south 

21  east 

22,606.63 
22,720.01 
22,859.09 
23, 047.  75 

18  south.-.. ..---.-w. 

21  east 

19  south     .   .-     ....... - 

21  east 

20  south ............. . ....... 

21  east.     .           

21  south 

21  eas*^^ 

23.714.63 

22  south - . -..--. 

21  east. 

22,862.69 

15  south.-.-... ......... ....... 

22  east 

3. 341. 79 

1 6  south 

22  east 

22,  637.  81 

17  south 

22  eflet 

22.648.80 

1 8  south .-...-.- 

22  east 

22.  757. 15 

19  south 

22  east 

23, 069. 22 

20  south 

22  east 

23. 035. 58 

21  south                             .... ......... 

22  east   . 

23.031.87 

22  south                         .....-.-- 

22  east 

22,298.81 

15  south           

23  east         .   ..--- 

3, 464.  52 

16  south         -. -- 

23  east    --. 

22,  972.  10 

17  south       

23  east 

23  cnst 

23  east 

22, 794.  70 

18  south 

22,505.07 

19  south 

22,989.  28 

20  south .... .-....--.. .--- 

23  east 

23, 024.  61 

21  south 

23  east 

23,712.83 

22  south .. . - ... 

23  east ..... 

22,  324. 07 

15  south  -.- 

24  east 

3,421.79 

16  south     

24  east 

23.  632.  89 

17  south 

24  east 

23,297.72 

18  south 

24  east 

24  east 

23. 079.  50 

19  south 

22  666.  10 

20  south 

24  east 

22, 666.  05 

21  south 

24  east 

23, 669.  72 

22  south 

24  east 

22,  932.  55 

16  south --.... ........ ..... 

26  east         .   . 

2. 424.  04 

16  south....-- ... .-.--.. ...... 

25  east   

17.650.77 

17  south 

25  east  .............. 

17,292.35 

18  south 

25  east 

25  east 

17,  204.  83 

19  south 

17,268.60 

20  south 

25  east 

17,452.96 

21  south 

25  east 

21,390.09 

22  south 

25  east 

20,  920.  16 

Total - 

1,947,822.16 

SUBTBTOR  GeNIBAL's  OfFICE, 

Lecomptoriy  Kansas  Ihritory,  October  21. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Survej/or  QeneraL 


1857. 
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No.  2. 

DELAWARE  LAND  OFFICE. 

SicUement  showing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  for  which 
township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the  Dda- 
toare  land  office  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1857. 


TowDiihip. 


Range. 


1  tooth  . 

3  south  . 

4  sooth  . 

5  Rooth  . 

7  south  . 

8  south  . 

9  south  . 
10  sooth  . 

1  sooth  . 

3  south  . 

4  south  . 

5  south  . 

7  south  . 

8  south  . 

9  south  . 
10  sooth  . 

1  south  . 

3  south  . 

4  south  . 

5  south  . 
1  south  . 

3  south  . 

4  south  . 

5  south  . 

1  south  . 

2  south  . 

3  south  . 

4  south  . 

5  south  , 

6  south  . 

7  south  . 
1  south  . 
9  south  . 

3  south  . 

4  south  . 

5  south  . 

6  south  . 

7  south  . 
1  south  . 

8  south  . 

3  south  . 

4  south  . 

5  south  . 

6  south  . 

7  south  . 

8  south  . 

9  south  . 

10  south  . 

11  south  , 

1  south 

2  south  . 

3  sooth  . 


9eMt.. 

9Afttt.. 

9eMt.. 

9e«st.. 

9  east.. 

9  east.. 

9  east.. 

9  east.. 
10  east.. 
10  east. . 
10  east.. 
10  east. . 
10  east.. 
10  east.. 
10  east.. 

10  east.. 

11  east  . 
11  east.. 
11  east.. 

11  east.. 

12  east. . 
12  east.. 
12  east.. 

12  east.. 

13  east.. 
13  east.. 
13  east.. 
13eaRt.. 
13  east. . 
13  east.. 

13  east.. 

14  east. . 
14  east.. 
14  east. . 
14  east. . 
14  east. . 
14  east.. 

14  east. . 

15  east.. 
15  east.. 
15  east.. 
15  east.. 
15  east. . 
15  east.. 
15  east.. 
15  east. 
15  east.. 
15  east.. 

15  east.. 

16  east.. 
16  east.. 
16  east.. 


Area. 


Acres. 
22.8fJ2.79 
22,832.57 
22,956.39 
22,906.77 
23,050.38 
23,043.26 
23,042.16 
9,779.83 
22,6H3.9I 
22,777.76 
22,984.29 
22,9.9.91 
19,780.60 
13,264.34 
13,497.46 
5,463.87 
22,942.73 
23,063.74 
23,285.23 
23, 175. 94 
22,657.64 
22,829.07 
22,955.43 
23,034.86 
22,981.63 
22,936.14 
22,972.78 
23,021.00 
23,015.77 
23,161.98 
15, 180. 48 
22,981.15 
2-2,974.17 
22,967.58 
22, 982. 92 
22,972.25 
23,137.04 
14,991.94 
22,807.77 
22,870.96 
12, 503. 03 
11,892.88 
11,837.20 
22,518.58 
18,117.65 
9,743.50 
9,878.40 
9,913.18 
4,120.03 
22,257.32 
22,882.25 
992.27 
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6  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 

10  south 

11  south 

1  south 

2  south 

3  south 

4  south 

5  south 
r>  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 

10  south 

11  south 

1  south 

2  south 

3  south 

4  south 

5  south 

6  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 
10  south 

1  south 

2  south 

3  south 

4  south 

5  south 

6  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 
10  south 

1  south 

2  south 

3  south 

4  south 
6  south 

6  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 
10  south 

8  south 

3  south 

4  south 

5  south 

6  south 

7  south 

8  south 

9  south 
10  south 

2  south 
t  south 


16  east. 
16  east. 
16  east. 
16  east. 
16  east. 

16  east. 

17  east. 
17  east. 
17  east, 
r  east. 
17  east. 
17  east. 
17  east. 
17  east. 
17  east. 
17  east. 

17  east. 

18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 
18  east. 

18  east. 

19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 
19  east. 

19  east. 
2f)  east. 
'20ea«»i. 

20  east. 
20  east. 

20«H»t. 

20ett<it. 
20  east. 
20  east. 
20  east. 

20  east. 

21  east. 
21  east. 
21  east. 
21  east. 
21  east. 
21  east. 
21  east. 
21  eaHt. 

21  east. 

22  east. 
22  east. 


Aarm, 
16,588.33 
23,042.41 
22, 940. 94 
23,022.64 
23,*«7.67 

9.79(».3S 
16,532.35 
22,880.05 
11,256.90 
10,651.69 
10.417.31 
14.756.86 
22,576.52 
22,58.5.60 
22,750.82 
17,045.39 
10,463.8B 
15, 995. 16 
22,790.44 
22.862.48 
22,851.25 
22,963.68 
23,063.01 
22,93.9.41 
23,1 44. 3S 
23,315.40 
676.36 
16,076.35 
22,8!Jl.89 
22.943  96 
22,995.19 
23,07H.70 
23,116.62 
22,9(>5.<m 
23.  mi:?.  21 
23. 376. 38 

1,147.96 

1,2:.6.82 
lH,06i.:» 
22. 933.  411 
22.1)9d.79 
2i,  9:^7.  48 
23.391.  13 
23, 005. 06 
2  <,  (104.  18 
22.991.52 

1,770.97 
12.  199.  Ob 
22,961.63 
21,035.28 

7, 479. 80 

6,7C6.3J 
21,472.89 
23,103.80 
22,993.40 

2,422.57 
11,607.01 
18,540.15 
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TowDihip. 


Raoge. 


Area. 


4  Muth 22ea8t. 

7  south 22  east. 

Ssouth I  22 east. 

9  south '  22  east. 

10  south !  22  east. 

3  south 23  east. 

Tsouth I  23 east. 

Ssouth !  23east. 

9south 23east. 

10  south 23  east. 


Acres. 

6,062.37 

8,227.07 

16,768.71 

23,00«.76 

3, 124. 86 

J,  319.45 

38.40 

418.38 

6,740.95 

2,979.56 

2,130,619.43 

SUKTETOR  QxhXRAL's  OmOE, 

Z«»ii^jtofi,  K.  T.,  October  21,  1869. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Surveyor  General. 


No.  3. 

WESTERN  LAND  OFFICE. 

Stotement  allowing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  same,  for  which 
township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been'  furnished  to  the  western 
land  office  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 


Township. 


Range. 


Area. 


14  south 

16  south 

17  south 

18  south 
9  south 

10  south 
14  south 

16  south 

17  south 

18  south 
9  south 

10  south 
14  south 

16  south 

17  south 

18  south 
9  south 

10  south 
14  south 

16  south 

17  south 

18  south 
9  south 

10  south 
16  south 


least  . 
1  east  . 
1  east  . 

1  east  . 

2  east  . 
2  east  . 
2  east  . 
2  east  . 
2  east . 

2  east  . 

3  east  . 
3  east  . 
3  east  . 
3  east  . 

3  east  . 
3east  . 

4  east  . 
4  east  . 
4  east  . 
4  east 
4  east  . 

4  east  . 

5  east  . 
5  east 
5  east 


Acretm 
22,973.56 
23,049.93 
23,067.85 
23, 007. 10 
22,979.81 
22,961.30 
23,074.81 
22,649.87 
22,823.92 
22,970.65 
22,764.27 
23, 069. 05 
22,964.58 
22,813.96 
22,944.20 
22, 999. 43 
22,569.47 
22,712.24 
22,994.80 
22,911.93 
22, 930. 00 
22,939.94 
22,929.63 
22,756.83 
22,B83. 38 
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Township. 

Range. 
5  east 

Area. 

17  south 

Aerm. 
22,888.86 
22,965.48 
14,365.34 
23,023.03 
22,985.28 

18  Boath 

5  east 

1  sooth 

6  east 

9  south 

6  east 

10  south 

6  east 

16  south     .................................. 

6  east 

23,076.65 
23,084.12 
23,063.18 
14. 566. 56 

17  south      

6  east 

18  south 

6  east  ................. 

1  south  .................................... 

7east 

9  south 

7east 

22, 842. 61 

10  south 

7  east 

22,430.26 
22.845.54 

16  south 

7east 

17  south 

7east 

22,992.33 
23,023.57 
23, 002. 18 
23,012.61 
18,762.11 

18  south 

7east 

21  south 

7  east 

22  south 

7  east 

1  south 

8east 

3  south 

8east 

24,0ia56 
24,042.05 
21, 17a  36 

4  south 

8east 

5  south  .......... ......  ................ .... 

8  east 

7  south 

8east 

25,493.75 

25,620.72 

3,070.46 

3,116.16 

8  south .... 

8ea8t 

16  south 

8  east 

17  south 

8  east 

18  south 

8  east  

25,933.96 
28,572.48 
28,229.^ 

21  south            ............................. 

8east......  .......... 

22  south 

8  east ... 

1,153, 94a  33 

SORVETOK  GeNERAL*8  OpPIOB, 

LecompUm,  K.  T.^  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN, 

Surveyot  QentdtoL 
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No.  4. 

08AGE  LAND  OFFICE. 

Statement  sikowing  description  of  lands^  and  area  of  same,  for  which 
tovmship  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the  Osage 
land  office  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 


Ttiwnship. 

RiiDge. 

Area. 

Aerfi. 

S3  south 

7  east  .... 

22,934.71 

24  south 

7east  .--. 

23,030.76 

ii6  south 

7  east 

22,997.31 

23  south 

8  east 

19,393.72 

84  south 

8  east  .... 

10,785.63 

85  south 

8  east  .... 

11,057.07 

83  south 

9  east  .... 

11,423.26 

33  south 

10  east  .... 

11,407.90 

23  south 

11  east 

11,277.41 

83  south 

12easl  .... 

11,053.44 

83  south 

13  east  .... 

10.798.61 

S3  south 

14  east  .... 

10,903.80 

Township. 


23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 
23  south 


Range. 


Area. 


15  east 

16  east  . 

17  east 

18  east  , 

19  east  . 

20  east  , 

21  east 

22  east 

23  east 

24  enst 

25  east  , 


Acrm. 
10,716.98 
10,7(»6.49 
10,531.82 
10,653.98 
10.531.80 
10,684.60 
10,525.68 
10,231.16 
10,340.29 
10,374.96 
10,512.88 


291,877.25 


Surveyor  GtwKRAL's  Ofpios, 

lAcompUm,  K.  71,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN, 
Survq/or  Gtneral. 


No.  5. 

SHAWNEE  RESERVE. 
Diagrauut  and  field-notes  of  which  are  retained  under  instructions  of 


February 

20,  1856. 

Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

Acres, 

Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

Acret. 

12  south 

20  east 

1,408.38 

13  south 

23  east 

23,14^.99 

13  south 

20  east 

7, 3-^9.  ^ 

14  south 

23  east 

23,131.69 

14  south 

20  east 

7,206.33 

15  south 

23  east 

19,  .^52. 60 

15  south 

20  east 

6, 308. 1 1 

11  south  

24  east 

7,685.94 

12  south  

21  east 

3,94fc'..3S 

12  south  

24  east 

22,  e45. 53 

13  south  

21  east 

22,  >•  13.  44 

13  south 

24  east 

22,8o8.38 

14  south 

21  east 

22,991^.85 

14  south 

24  east 

22,820.74 

15  south 

21  east 

19,9.->9.50 

15  south 

24  east 

19.  r,6t».  08 

12  south 

22  east 

8,88(M8 

11  south  

25  east 

6,9;J5.30 

13  south 

22  east 

22,9S8.05 

12  south 

25  east 

16,  I6^».  19 

14  south 

22  east 

22,871.33 

13  south 

25  east 

16,135.63 

15  south 

22  east 

19,082.69 

14  south 

25  east 

16,  13-'.  01 

11  south  

23  east 

1,888.18 

15  south 

25  east 

13,541.38 

12  south 

23 east  .... 

20,836.40 

419,713.86 

SuRvaroR  Gkneral^s  Oppiob, 

Leeon^Um,  K.  T,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN, 

Surveyor  General. 
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REPORT  OP  THE 


No.   6. 
SHAWNEE  CESSION. 


Diagrams  and  fidd-nolea  of  which  are  retained  under  inatrwslitMt  of 

February  20,  1856. 


Township. 

Range. 

1 
Area 

Townihip. 

Range. 

Area. 

Acres. 

Aerm. 

Hioiith 

5east 

23,012.05  ! 

14  south 

15east 

22,8SI.(» 

13  south 

7  east 

22,930.56  [ 

15  south 

15  east 

21,002.21 

14  south 

7east 

2-^,986.26  1 

11  south 

16  east 

7,167.56 

13  south 

Seast 

26,873.25 

12  south  

16east 

22,834.06 

14  south 

Beast 

20,017.15  1 

13  south 

16ea8t 

22,941.44 

15  south 

Seast 

2,420.55  , 

14  south 

16  east 

23,167.41 

13  south 

9east 

22.883.73  i 

15  south 

16east 

21,117.20 

14  south 

9east 

16,519.63  1 

11  south 

17  east 

4,304.47 

13  south 

lOeast 

22,875.05 

12  south 

17  east 

23,300.42 

14  south 

10  east 

16,635.16 

13  south 

17  east 

23,307.97 

13  south 

11  east 

22,904.19 

14  south 

17  east 

23,075.78 

14  south 

Ueast 

21,269.36 

15  south 

17eaat 

20,944.17 

15  south 

11  east 

16,709.55 

11  south 

ISeast 

3,419.70 

13  south 

12east 

22,913.78 

12  south 

18  east 

22,306.26 

14  south 

12  east 

22,991.56 

13  south 

18  east 

22,690.68 

15  south 

12  east 

23,023.50 

14  south 

ISeast 

22,763.31 

13  south 

I3east 

22,797.08 

15  south 

ISeast 

21,514.40 

12  south 

13  east 

7,274.06 

11  south 

19  east 

9.65 

14  south 

13east 

22,857.37 

12  south 

19  east 

18, 263. 55 

15  south 

13ea8t 

21,181.36 

13  south 

19  east 

22,974.79 

13  south 

14  east 

22,811.98 

14  south 

19  east 

23,048.61 

18  south 

14  east 

7,402.62  1 

15  south 

19ea8t 

20,691.62 

14  south  

14  east 

22,855.64  i 

12  south 

20  east 

2,088.48 

15  south 

14  east 

21,126.97 

13  south 

20  east 

15, 494. 17 

11  south  

15  east 

2,835.76 

14  south 

20  east 

15,736.02 

12  south 

15  east 

13,304.01 

15  south 

20  east 

14,342.25 

13  south 

15  east 

22,872.91 

975,673.49 

SURVETOR  GkITERAL^S  OFriCB, 

Lecompton,  K.  7!,  October  21,  1867. 


CALHOUN, 

Surveyor  OenertU, 


SECRETABT   OF   THE  INTEBIOR. 
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NEW  YORK  INDLIN  LANDS. 


Statement  shoioing  description  of  New  York  Indian  lands  surveyed  east 
of  range  12,  and  lands  situated  on  the  Wyandott  reserve. 


Township. 

Range. 

Township. 

Range. 

24  south 

ISeast 

24  south 

]9east 

25  south 

ISeast 

25  south 

20  east 

24  south 

]4east 

24  south 

21  east 

25  south 

14east 

i  25  south 

21  east 

24  south 

15  east 

1  24  south    

23  east 

25  south..... 

]5eAst 

25 south    .......... 

23  east 

24  south............. 

16east 

24  south    

24east.......  .••••• 

25  south 

16ea8t 

25  south    

24  east 

24  south 

17  east 

25  so*jth         

25  east 

25  south 

17  east 

WYANDOTT  INDIAN  RESERVE  LANDS. 


Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

10  south 

11  south 

24  east 

24  east 

Acta. 

7,749.74 

5,172.75 

10  south 

11  south 

25  east 

25  east 

4,662.40 
7,375.11 

24,960.00 

SURTBTOR  GlirlRAL's  OmOR, 

ZcootnpCon,  K.  T.,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Sime^  OmeraL 


18 
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REPORT   OP  THE 


SOUTH  PLATTE  RIVER  LAND  OFFICE. 


Statement  showing  description  of  lands ^  and  area  of  same^  of  which  town- 
ship plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the  South  PlcUte 
river  land  office  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 


Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

Acres, 

Aeret. 

7  north  .... 

9  east 

23,027.62 

9  north  ... 

12  east 

22,985.11 

8  north 

9  east 

23,052.21 

10  north... 

12  east 

22,961.97 

13  north 

9  east 

23,00L75 

11  north  --. 

12  east 

22,933.87 

14  north 

9  east 

22, 667.  96 

12  north  ... 

12  east 

22,441.69 

15  north 

9  east 

19,633.90 

13  north... 

12  east 

2, 680.  95 

16  north 

9  east 

6,81L68 

7  north— - 

13  east 

22,886.39 

7  north 

10  east 

22,855.20 

8  north... 

13  east 

23,054.36 

8  north  ..  .. 

10  east 

22,887.82 

9  north  ... 

18  east 

22,971.99 

9  north 

10  east 

22,881.64 

10  north  ... 

13  east 

22,923.18 

10  north.-.. 

10  east 

23,013.34 

11  north... 

13  east 

22, 986. 94 

11  north 

10  east 

22,950.44 

12  north... 

13  east 

22,  805. 83 

12  north-... 

10  east 

21,382.57 

13  north.- 

13  east 

2, 103. 80 

13nor:h 

10  east  .... 

3, 575. 51 

7  north  ... 

14  east 

22, 595. 51 

14  north  .... 

10  east 

3,478.26 

8  north  ... 

14  east 

18,  837.  99 

15  north.... 

10  east 

9  north... 

14  east 

4,  003. 04 

7  north-... 

11  east 

23,021.55 

10  north  ... 

14  east 

8,  699. 31 

8  north 

11  east 

23, 033.  26 

11  north... 

14  east 

10,  830. 13 

9  north 

11  east 

23,064.76 

12  north... 

14  east 

4, 987. 06 

10  north.... 

11  cast 

23,104.81 

7  north  ... 

15  east 

4,871.50 

11  north-... 

11  east 

23,13L92 

8  north... 

16  east 

541.79 

12  north.... 

11  east 

12  east 

12,588.90 
22, 665.  02 

7  north 

8  north  .... 

12  east 

22,363.95 

Total. .  - 

743   196  48 

SUBTSTOE  GbNIBAL'S  OpFICB. 

Leeompton,  K.  T.,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Surveyor  General. 
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NEMEHA  LAND  OFFICE. 

Statement  showing  description  of  lands ^  and  area  of  same,  of  which  town- 
shtpplcUs  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the  Nemeha  land 
office^  September  30,  1857. 


Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

1    Township. 

1 

Range. 

Area. 

Aeret. 

1 

Aeret, 

2  north 

6  cast 

15,036.00 

3  north 

11  east 

22, 952.  43 

8  north 

5  east 

22,865.42 

4  north 

11  east 

22,911.79 

4  north 

6  east 

22,702.72 

5  north 

11  east 

23,036.74 

2  north 

6  east 

15, 467.  .S3 

6  north 

11  east 

22.961.97 

3  north 

6  east 

23,039.25 

1  north 

12  east 

23, 021.  73 

4  north 

8  east 

22, 806.  90 

2  north 

12  east 

23,089.37 

2  north 

7  east 

15, 672.  07 

1  3  north 

12  east 

23, 101. 17 

3  north 

7  east 

23,050.45 

4  north 

12  east 

22,892.35 

4  north 

7  east. 

22,949.08 

!  5  north,... 

12  east 

23, 206.  08 

1  north 

8  east 

8,597.80 

i  6  north.... 

12  east 

22,816.94 

2  north 

8  east 

18,253.02 

1  north 

13  cast 

22,913.99 

3  north 

8  east 

22, 949.  89 

2  north 

13  east 

22,908.84 
22,807.87 

4  north 

8  east 

22.913.64 

3  north.... 

13  east 

1  north 

9  east 

23,012.55 

4  north 

13  east 

23, 084.  60 

2  north 

9  east 

22, 972.  34 

5  north 

13  east 

23,011.29 

3  north 

9  east 

22,943.13 

6  north.... 

13  east 

22,871.36 

4  north 

9  east 

22,771.80 

1  north.... 

14  east 

19,086  62 

5  north 

9  east 

22, 995.  72 

2  north.... 

14  east 

22,966.99 

6  north 

9  cast 

22,977.27 

i  3  north 

14  east 

23,015.77 

1  north 

10  east 

23,054.80 

6  north 

14  east 

23,039.34 

2  north 

10  east 

23.024.04 

1  north 

15  east 

6,  287. 84 

3  north 

10  cast 

23, 124. 39 

2  north 

15  east 

22,868.37 

4  north 

10  east 

23,097.45 

6  north 

15  east 

17,496.58 

6  north 

10  east 

23,023.12 

5  north 

16  oast 

4, 205. 76 

6  north 

10  east 

22,966.56 

6  north 

16  cast 

118  62 

1  north 

11  east 

11  east 

22, 91]. 54 
23,002.41 

Total.. 

2  north 

1.034.856.90 

SuEVBTOR  Gcnulal's  GrFICI. 

Lecon^ton,  K.  T.,  OdUker  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Surveyor  General. 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


OBiAlIA  LAND  OFFICE. 


Statement  showing  description  of  lands,  and  area  of  saniej  of  which 
township  plats  and  descriptive  lists  have  been  furnished  to  the  Omaha 
land  office,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 


Township. 


BaDge. 


Area. 


15  north  . 

16  north  . 

17  north  . 

18  north  . 

19  north  . 

20  north  . 

12  north. 

13  north  . 

14  north . 

15  north  . 
in  north  . 

17  north  . 

18  north. 

19  north  . 

20  north . 

12  north  . 

13  north  . 

14  north  . 

15  north  . 

16  north . 

17  north  . 

18  north  . 

19  north  . 

20  north . 

12  nor  til . 

13  north  . 

14  north  . 

15  north . 

16  north  . 

17  north . 

18  north  . 

19  north  . 

20  north . 

13  north  . 

14  north . 

15  north  . 

16  north  . 

17  north  . 

12  north  . 

13  north  . 

14  north  , 

15  north  . 

16  north  . 


9  east. 
....do. 
....do. 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 


10  east, 
.-..do.. 


.do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do- 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


11  east. 
....do.. 


.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


-do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


12  east, 
.-..do.. 


.do. 


.do. 
.do. 


.do- 


.do. 
-do. 
.do- 


13  east. 
..-.do-. 
....do.. 


....do.. 
...do.. 
14  east. 
...do.. 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 


1,435  85 
13,685.49 
23,0-9.68 
23,067.91 
22,998.60 
23,018.14 

3,400.69 
17,308.15 
17,895.31 
22,697.74 
22, 726. 77 
22,995.26 
22,981.46 
22. 961. 37 
2-^043.38 

8,567.74 
22, 985.  34 
22,-67.06 
22, 925. 17 
22,736.47 
V3,034.91 
23, 023.  91 
22, 267.  02 
21,324.85 
18  82 
18,960.81 
22,968.36 
22,954.64 
22,914.61 
22, 678.  36 
13,724.00 

4,192.02 

1,294.18 
19, 197. 65 
20, 0G9. 75 
17,813.60 
13,760.02 
10,913  42 
83.70 

2,787  34 

1,581.02 

158. 40 

30.40 


689,129.36 


SUBVITOB  Gb1IKRAL*8  OfHCI, 

LecompUm,  K.  T.,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALEOXJlSftJSkirvesforGtneral. 
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Lands  in  theNemeha  land  district  thepUUs  of  which  are  retained  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  regarding  the  western  boundary  of  the  hcHf- 
breed  lands. 


Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

Township. 

Range. 

Area. 

4  north 

14  east 

23,217.52 

4  north 

16  east 

10,253.62 

5  north 

do 

21,241.22 

1  north 

17  east 

10,992.94 

3  north 

15  east 

2,320.62 

2  north.... 

....do 

22,779.37 

4  north 

do 

13,259.91 

3  north.... 

....do 

15,096.76 

5  north 

....do 

21,608.97 

4  north.... 

....do 

1,439.90 

1  north 

16  east 

13, 695. 52 

1  north 

18  east 

8,667.55 

2  north 

....do 

8,797.07 

2  north 

....do 

4, 129. 54 

3  north 

do 

21  331  78 

Total 

198,832.29 

SUBYBTOB  OkNIRAL'S  OmCE, 

Zewmpton,  K.  T.,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Surveyor  Otneral. 


Number  of  letters  written  to  the  department,  deputy  surveyors,   and 
others,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857. 

To  the  department 251 

To  deputy  surveyors 378 

629 


Letters  received  from  the  department. 
Letters  received,  miscellaneous 


..  166 
.  396 

560 


SuRviTOB  Grnkeal's  OrricB, 

Leeomplon,  K.  71,  October  21,  1857. 


J.  CILHOUN,  Surveyor  General. 
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REPORT   OF  THE 


General  datement  qf  reoeipU  and  ditbunementt  hy  the  maveycr  general  qf  Kantae  and  Nebraska,  en  a^ 
count  cf  tU  typpropriaUTnefwihtteoeral  1867. 


Salary  qf  surveyor  general  and  derk  hire. 

Db. 

To  cash  from  treasnrer  U.  8.  Ist  quarter... 

2d do... 

3d.... do  .... 
4th. ..do 

CoKimA. 

By  balance  due  from  the  United  States  June 

30,  1866 

By  amount  expended  let  quarter ...... 

2d do 

3d do 

4th.. .do 


$6,060  00 
4, 276  00 
4,426  00 
3,000  00 


Balance  due  from  the  United  States 

Reni  and  contingent  account. 

Da. 

To  cash  from  treasurer  U.  S.  Ist  quarter... 

2d. ...do 

3d do 

4th  ...do 

Ck>NTBA. 

By  balance  due  from  the  United  States  June 

30,  1866 

By  amount  expended  1st  quarter 

2d. ...do. 

3d.. ..do 

4th. ..do 


Balance  due  the  United  States 

Salary  qf  surveyor  general  and  derk  hire— super- 
intending Indian  intst  cessions. 

Db. 

To  balance  due  United  States  June  30,  1866. 


848  91 
4,466  82 
4,306  49 
4,067  61 
3,647  67 


660  00 
1,326  00 
1,226  00 

600  00 


66  39 

231  03 

1,297  46 

986  72 

466  76 


To  cash  from  treasurer  U.  S. 


1st  quarter... 

2d do.... 

3d do 

4th  ...do.... 


COITRA. 

By  amount  expended  Ist  quarter. 

2d do... 

3d do... 

4th. ..do  .. 


Balance  due  the  United  States 

Balance  due  U.  States  on  general  account. 


66  66 
1, 100  00 

800  00 
1,060  00 

600  00 


800  00 
979  60 
80S  00 
800  00 


$16,760  00 


17,226  60 


3,700  00 


3,026  34 


3,616  66 


3.382  60 


$476  60 


432  12 


$674  C6 


233  96 


908  62 


908  62 


J.  CALHOUN, 
Surveyor  General  qfthe  Thrritcries  qf  Kansas  and  Ifdirasha. 

SUEVBTOB  GBTKBAL'S  OtPIOB, 

Ijeoon^pton,  K.  T.,  Sqftember  SO,  1867. 


SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR. 


281 


Estimate  of  sums  required  for  the  extension  of  surveys  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,  1859. 


Bn  Kanatu. 

490  milet  of  meridiao  and  ttaDdard  lines,  at  |12  per  mile  . 

460mileaof  towDBhip  linei,  at|7  per  mile 

8ttbdi?iding  31  townthipa,  it  |300  each 


If  the  landt  known  an  the  New  York  Indian  landt,  and  which  are 
rapidly  being  letded,  thonld  be  lurveyed,  there  will  be  re- 
qidred,  in  Kansas,  the  fnrther  sum  of. 


Total  in  Kansas. 


15,040  00 
3,220  00 
9,300  00 


17,560  00 
23,502  00 


In  Niebratka, 

300  miles  of  township  lines  east  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian,  1 
at  |7  per  mile 2,100  00 

Sobdi?idlng  56  townships,  at  |300  each I    16,800  00 

West  of  principal  meridian — say  150  miles  standard  parallels,  at  : 
|12  per  mile i      1,800  CO 

Township  and  subdi visional  lines — say  100  townships,  at  $384  per  i 
township I    38,400  00 


Total  in  Nebraska 

Sum  total  for  whole  district . 


141,062  (N) 


59, 100  W) 


100, 162  0(» 


SORTKTOR   GeRIRAL's  OfFIOE, 

Lecony^Um,  Kanaaa  Territory,  October  21, 1857. 


J.  CALHOUN,  Surveyor  General. 


Estimate  of  sums  required  for  office  expenses  for  the  year  ending  June 

30,  1859. 


Salmry  of  surveyor  general 

One  clerk,  at  $1,500 

Two  clerks,  at  $1,300 

Six  clerks,  at  $1,  l(K) 

Transcribing  field  notes 

Binding  field  notes  and  records ^. 

Office  rent,  contingencies,  and  stationery 

Sum  total 


$-2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,600  00 
6,600  00 
4,000  00 
1,500  00 
5,000  00 


23,200  00 


J.  CALHOUN, 

Surveyor  Otneral  of  ike  Terriioriet  of  Kanetu  and  Nebrcuka. 
SoRYiTOR  Gkhkral's  OrrioK, 

LeeomjAon,  Kanaat  Territory ,  Odober  21,  1857. 
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REPORT  OF  ACTING  GOVERNOR  OP  NEW  MEXICO. 

EXECUTIVB  OpFICB,  TERRITORY  OP  NeW  MkXICO, 

Santa  Fe^  September  10,  1857. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  geological 
survey  of  this  Territory,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  called  for  by  many 
reasons.  The  legislature  has  heretofore  memorialized  Congress  upon 
this  subject ;  but,  as  yet,  that  body  has  taken  no  action  in  the  pre- 
mises, although  geological  surveys  have  been  ordered  for  the  Territo- 
ries of  Oregon  and  Washington,  which  do  not  possess  one  tenth  part 
of  the  mineral  wealth  that  exists  in  New  Mexico. 

The  earliest  record  we  have  of  explorations  and  discoveries  in  New 
Mexico  was  in  search  of  the  precious  metals  about  the  year  1540. 
Just  before  this  time  the  Spaniards  of  southern  Mexico  received  in- 
formation of  a  somewhat  populous  city  called  Quivira,  the  houses  of 
which  were  said  to  be  six  and  seven  stories  in  height,  and  entire  streets 
inhabited  by  those  who  worked  in  gold  and  silver.  This  was  con- 
firmed about  the  same  time  by  Alvar  Nuiies  Cabeza  de  Vaca,  who  was 
ten  years  wandering  across  the  continent,  and  reached  Culiacan,  in 
the  Mexican  State  of  Sinaloa^  in  1537.  This  information  led  to  the 
expedition  of  Vasquez  de  Coronado,  who  penetrated  New  Mexico  in 
the  years  1541,  1542,  and  1543,  with  a  large  body  of  troops.  He 
subdued  several  of  the  Indian  kingdoms,  and  saw  evidence  of  the 
precious  metals,  but  the  expedition  led  to  no  valuable  results.  Half 
a  century  later,  one  Juan  de  Onate  formed  permanent  settlements  in 
this  Territory,  the  principal  object  being  the  working  of  the  mines. 
Mines  of  gold  and  silver  were  opened  immediately  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  and  about  the  year  1600  two  Flemish  men  brought 
machinery  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  work  them. 

The  early  colonists  neglected  agriculture  for  mining,  and  the  pre- 
cious metals  were  diligently  sought  after.  The  business  was  carried 
on  actively,  though  in  a  rude  way,  and  many  thousands  of  dollars  of 
gold  and  silver  were  annually  taken  from  the  mines.  These  opera- 
tions were  continued  with  more  or  less  success  until  the  year  1680, 
when  the  Indians  rose  in  rebellion,  and  the  Spaniards  were  expelled 
the  country.  The  main  reason  of  this  revolution  was,  because 
the  Spaniards  had  compelled  the  Indians  to  work  in  the  mines,  where 
they  aragged  out  a  lifie  more  miserable  than  death  itself.  After  the 
Europeans  had  been  driven  away,  the  Indians  filled  up  many  of  the 
mines,  which  have  never  been  re-opened. 

That  the  country  is  rich  in  the  precious  metals  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  ores  of  silver  occur  in  all 
the  ranges  of  the  mountains  bordering  the  Rio  Grande,  from  the 
boundary  line  on  the  south  to  the  extreme  north  of  the  Territory. 
In  this  same  range  is  the  Stephenson  silver  mine,  the  ore  of  which 
has  been  pronounced  among  the  richest  known  in  the  world.  It  is 
now  worked  in  a  rude  manner,  but  with  great  success.  Abandoned 
mines  are  found  in  the  Sandia  mountains^  near  Albuquerque,  and 
these  are  upon  veins  of  argentiferous  lead.  In  the  Cerrillos  a  great 
number  of  deserted  mines  are  found  within  the  space  of  two  square 
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leagues,  and  in  the  same  range  there  are  many  veins  of  ore  never 
opened  upon.  One  of  these  mines  is  over  two  hundred  feet  deep. 
Numerous  abandoned  mines  are  also  found  in  the  mountains  near  El 
Embado,  Albiquin,  and  Jemez ;  in  fact,  there  is  hardly  a  mountain 
range  in  the  wnole  country  that  does  not  give  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  the  precious  metals. 

Gold  ores  are  found  in  several  localities.  The  richest  deposits  yet 
developed  are  in  the  Placer  mountains,  about  thirty  miles  southwest 
of  Santa  Fe.  These  mines  have  been  worked  for  years,  and  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  gold  have  been  taken  therefrom.  At  one 
locality  the  gold  is  obtained  by  washing.  The  *^New  Mexico  Mining 
Company''  is  now  erecting  expensive  works  at  the  town  of  Placer,  in 
these  mountains,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  gold  will  be  obtained.  A  geological  survey  would  doubtless  bring 
to  light  many  other  equally  rich  deposits  and  veins.  Copper  is  found 
in  abundance  at  several  places ;  but  the  nature  of  the  ore  and  the 
availability  of  the  veins  need  to  be  determined.  In  the  valleys  near 
the  pueblo  of  Jemez  copper  is  found  in  a  native  state  in  large  masses. 
Iron  ore  is  found  in  various  localities  in  great  abundance,  and  easily 
got  at. 

In  addition  to  all  these  metals  so  abundantly  developed  in  the 
mountains,  and,  as  yet,  comparatively  unknown,  we  have  thick  de- 
posits, or  beds,  of  coal  of  the  carboniferous  era,  and  not  Ugniie^  but 
comparing  favorably  with  the  anthracite  of  Pennsylvania.  Bitu- 
minous coal  is  found  in  the  mountains  east  of  Santa  Fe,  and  it  could 
probably  be  discovered  in  beds  suflBciently  thick  and  pure  to  be  worked 
with  profit.  The  extent  of  these  coal  beds  needs  to  be  determined, 
which  can  only  be  accomplished  by  a  geological  reconnaissance  of  the 
Territory.  Coal  is  important  for  fuel,  for  wood  is  not  abundant,  and 
is  only  obtained  at  considerable  labor  and  cost.  It  is  also  of  great 
importance  as  furnishing  the  means  of  smelting  many  of  the  ores  on 
the  spot  where  they  are  mined,  thus  avoiding  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation upon  the  base  metals  and  impurities. 

Of  the  precious  stones,  several  localities  are  already  known.  The 
garnets  found  in  the  Navajo  country,  near  Fort  Defiance,  are  not  sur- 
passed for  color  or  clearness.  Chrysolites  have  also  been  obtained  in 
the  same  section  of  country.  In  the  mountains  within  twenty  miles 
of  Santa  Fe  is  a  locality  where  the  Indians  obtain  their  priceless  char- 
chihuite,  a  stone  that  resembles  turquois.  Beds  of  marble,  limestone, 
granite,  and  slate  are  known  to  exist  in  several  parts  of  the  country. 
The  peculiar  physical  formation  of  New  Mexico  argues  that  the  greater 
part  of  its  future  wealth  must  be  drawn  from  its  mineral  resources. 
The  surface  is  mostly  of  succession  of  arid  plains,  and  rocky,  barren 
mountains,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  can  only  be  carried  on  to  a 
very  limited  extent.  Its  situation  in  the  middle  of  the  continent,  so 
far  removed  from  the  two  seas,  cuts  it  off  entirely  from  the  benefits  of 
commerce,  which  forces  the  inhabitants  to  look  to  the  internal  re- 
sources of  the  country  for  future  prosperity.  The  mineral  wealth, 
however,  cannot  be  properly  developed  without  the  assistance  of  the 
government,  and  the  only  legitimate  way  of  rendering  this  assistance 
will  be  in  a  geological  survey.     And  if,  upon  a  proper  survey  of  the 
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kind,  the  deposits  should  prove  as  rich  as  we  now  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  capital  to  work  the  mines  would  be  immediately  invited 
hither,  and  the  country  benefitted  very  greatly. 

An  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  would  besuflScient 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  work  could  be  completed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  three  or  four  years.  Such  a  sur- 
vey would  not  only  assist  in  developing  the  mineral  wealth  of  this 
distant  region,  but  add  new  treasures  to  the  world  of  science. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  H.  J)AVIS, 

Acting  Governor 
Hon,  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior y  Washington  city,  D.  C. 
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RtPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 


Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  November  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  The  accompanying  reports  and  statements  from  the  several 
superintendents,  agents  and  teachers  furnish  valuable  and  interesting 
information  in  regard  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our  various 
Indian  tribes,  and  exhibit  in  detail  the  operations  of  this  branch  of 
the  public  service  during  the  past  year. 

The  New  York  Indians  continue  gradually  to  improve  ;  they  have 
generally  adopted  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits,  and,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  habits  and  customs  of  their  white  brethren. 
A  treaty  recently  entered  into  with  the  Tonawanda  band  of  Senecas, 
should  it  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate,  will,  it  is 
hoped,  terminate  the  complicated  and  embarrassing  difficulties  which 
for  some  years  have  materially  interfered  with  their  happiness  and 
wellfare. 

The  treaties  of  July  31,  and  August  2,  1855,  with  the  several' 
bands  of  Indians  in  Michigan,  provided  for  a  material  change  in  their 
condition  and  relations.  They  were  relieved  from  the  obligation  to  , 
remove  west  of  the  Mississippi  river ;  secured  limited  but  sufficient  I 
quantities  of  land,  to  be  held  in  severalty,  and  were  provided  with 
ample  means  for  educational  purposes.  Under  the  liberal  legislation 
of  the  State  they  can  attain  to  citizenship,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  by  a 
discreet  and  judicious  supervision  of  their  aflfairs  on  the  part  of  the 
general  government,  and  such  co-operation  as  may  be  requisite  by 
the  authorities  of  the  State,  aided  by  the  kindness  and  banevolence  of 
her  citizens,  they  may  soon  be  prepared  for  the  enjoyment  of  that  high 
privilege. 

The  treaty  of  1854  with  the  Menomonees,  and  that  of  1856  with  the 
Stockbridges  of  Wisconsin,  released  those  tribes  from  their  engage- 
ments to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  which  they  were  opposed, 
and  located  them  in  other  positions  within  the  State,  where,  it  is  hoped, 
they  will  improve  and  eventually  become  fitted  for  and  invested  with, 
citizenship. 

The  small  band  of  Oneidas,  formerly  of  New  York,  remain  in  the 
vicinity  of  Green  Bay,  where  they  were  placed  by  the  treaty  of  1837. 
They  are  advanced  in  civilization,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
they  should  not  thrive  and  prosper,  if  the  State  authorities  would 
rigidly  prohibit  the  traffic  with  them  in  ardent  spirits. 

By  the  treaties  of  September  30,  1854,  and  February  22,  1855,  the 
great  Chippewa  tribe,  residing  in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  the- 
nothern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  ceded  neai:ly  the  whole  of  the  lands- 
owned  by  them  to  the  government ;  there  being  set  apart  for  the  dif- 
19 
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ferent  bands,  however,  a  suitable  number  of  re^nrations,  limited  in 
extent,  where  it  should  be  the  policy  to  concentrate  and  confine  them, 
and  eyery  exertion  used  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  habits  and  pur- 
suits of  civilised  life. 

As  stated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  we  hare  no 
treaty  arrangements  with  the  Bed  Lake  Chippewas  and  a  few  other 
scattered  bands  of  Indians  next  to  the  British  possessions,  and  in  the 
▼alley  of  the  Bed  Biver  oi  the  North.  They  are  poor  and  need  assist- 
ance, and  it  would  be  good  policy  to  extinguish  their  title  to  lands  in 
that  region,  and  to  locate  them  on  a  small  reseryation  where  they 
could  be  suitably  and  humanely  provided  for. 

The  other  Indians  in  Minnesota  consist  of  the  various  bands  of  the 
Dacotahs,  or  Sioux,  and  the  Winnebagoes;  the  latter  located  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Territory,  and  reported  to  be  doing  well.  The 
agent  is,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  their  reservation  is  too  large, 
and  that  it  would  contribute  materially  to  their  advancement  to  re- 
duce it,  and  to  assign  them  a  limited  quantity  of  land  in  severalty,  so 
as  to  give  them  an  idea  of  individual  property,  and  a  greater  incen- 
tive to  personal  exertion  and  industry.  The  principal  body  of  the 
Sioux  consist  of  the  four  bands  of  Med-a-wah-xan-toans  and  Wah- 
pah-coo-tahs,  known  as  the  lower  or  Mississippi  Sioux,  and  the  Wah- 
pay-toans  and  Se-see-toans,  or  upper  Sioux  These  are  located  on  two 
reservations  set  apart  for  them  by  the  treaties  of  July  and  August, 
1851,  where  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  induce  them  to  im- 
prove their  habits  and  condition. 

It  was  a  small  outlawed  and  reckless  band  of  these  Indians  that 
committed  the  murders  and  outrages  at  the  white  settlement  at  Spirit 
Lake  in  March  last,  but  who,  on  the  requirement  of  the  department, 
have  since  been  severely  punished  by  their  brethren  for  their  lawless 
and  atrocious  conduct ;  this  having  been  determined  to  be  a  better 
course  than  to  cause  the  chastisement  to  be  inflicted  by  our  troops. 

A  portion  of  the  Indians  embraced  within  the  two  agencies  for  the 
tribes  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  upper  and  headwaters  of  the  Mis- 
aouri  rirer  have,  within  the  past  year,  been  severely  scourged  by  the 
smallpox;  as  many  as  two  thousand  of  them  having,  it  is  estimated, 
been  carrfed  off  by  that  disease.  Otherwise  nothing  of  an  unusual 
character  has  taken  place  among  them.  These  Indians  comprise 
eight  different  bands  of  restless  and  wandering  Sioux,  with  the  Arick- 
arees^  Gros  Ventres,  Mandans,  Assinaboines,  and  Crows,  all  within 
the  lower,  and  the  Blackfeet  who  are  within  the  upper  agency.  But 
small  portaow  of  the  country  occupied  by  them  are  suited  for  agricul- 
tural pursuits.;  aad  so  long  as  the  buffalo  and  other  game  within  their 
reach  afford  them  subsistence,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
break  them  of  their  wandering  and  unsettled  habits.  The  agent 
reports  that  the  Sioux  to  whom  General  Harney  promised  presents  of 
clothing  for  their  soldiers  are  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  non- 
compliance with  that  promise,  and  he  recommends  that  Congress  make 
provision  for  its  fulfilment.  An  estimate  for  $200,000,  to  he  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  department  for  that  purpose,  was  presented  by 
your  predecessor  to  Coogress  at  the  last  session  of  that  oody,  but  no 
.appropriation  was  made.     Concurring  in  the  propriety  and  import- 
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ance  of  the  measure,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  amount  neces- 
sary to  carry  it  out  be  appropriated. 

Pursuant  to  the  act  of  March  3,  1833,  providing  for  negotiations 
with  the  Indians  west  of  Missouri  and  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing their  assent  to  the  settlement  of  citisens  of  the  United  States 
on  their  lands,  and  of  extinguishing  their  title  thereto,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  treaties  were  made  during  the  preceding  administration  with 
the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  Omahas,  Delawarcs,  Shawnees,  loways. 
Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri,  Kickapoos,  Miamies,  and  the  united 
tribes  of  the  Kaskaskias,  Peorias,  Weas  and  Piankeshaws.  The  title 
of  these  Indians  was  thus  extinguished  to  all  the  lands  owned  and 
claimed  by  them,  except  such  portions  as  were  reserved  for  their  future 
homes ;  the  lands  s<»  acquired  for  occupancy  by  our  citizens  in  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  amounting  to  about  13,658,000  acres,  and  the  lands 
retained  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  to  about  1,342,000  acres. 

The  lands  ceded  by  the  Delawares,  except  the  strip  known  as  the 
outlet,  for  which  they  were  allowed  a  stipulated  amount,  and  those 
acquired  from  the  loways  and  the  united  tribes  of  Kaskaskias,  Peorias, 
Weas  and  Piankeshaws,  were  to  be,  and  have  been,  soldfor  their  benefit. 
The  amount  realized  for  those  of  the  Delawares  is  $1,054,943  71 ;  for 
those  of  the  loways,  $184,437  85 ;  and  for  those  of  the  four  united 
tribes,  $335,350.  From  these  amounts  is  to  be  deducted  the  cost 
of  surveying  and  selling  the  lands,  and  the  remainder  in  each  case  is 
required  to  oe  invested  in  safe  and  profitable  stocks,  except  so  much 
as  the  President  may  deem  proper  to  be  applied  to  relieve  the  tempo- 
rary necessities  of  the  Indians  during  the  time  of  their  becoming  set- 
tled and  established  on  their  reservations.  The  interest  derived  from 
the  investments  is  to  be  annually  paid  over  to  them,  or  judiciously 
applied  for  their  benefit. 

The  treaty  of  January  31,  1855,  with  the  Wyandott  Indians  resid- 
ing at  the  junction  of  the  Missouri  and  Kansas  rivers,  provided  for 
their  investment  with  citizenship,  and  a  division  of  their  tribal  lands 
among  them.  This  division,  it  is  understood,  has  been  made,  and 
resulted  in  giving  to  each  soul  about  forty  acres.  This  measure,  the 
agent  reports,  has  been  attended  with  good  results,  a  spirit  of  improve- 
ment having  manifested  itself  beyond  anything  of  the  Kind  previously 
known  amon^  the  Wyandotts.  My  personal  observation  enables 
me  to  concur  m  the  report  of  the  agent. 

During  the  past  summer  an  important  and  necessarv  treaty  was 
also  made  with  the  Pawnees,  through  the  operation  of  which,  should 
it  be  approved  by  the  Senate,  the  department  hopes  to  be  able  to  place 
these  restless  and  lawless  Indians  in  a  settled  location,  to  control  them 
there,  and  to  adopt  effective  measures  for  securing  their  material  im- 
provement. There  is  the  like  necessity  for  a  similar  treaty  with  the 
Poncas,  who  inhabit  and  claim  a  region  of  country  on  the  Missouri 
and  L'ean  qui  Court  or  Running  Water  rivers. 

No  conventional  arrangement  have  been  entered  into  since  the  act 
of  March  3,  1853,  with  the  following  tribes  residing  in  Kansas,  viz: 
the  Pottawatomies,  the  Kansas  or  Kaws,  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  Osage.s.     The  policy  of  that  act  and  the  welfare, 
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if  not  the  rery  existence  of  these  Indians,  require  that  new  and  dif- 
ferent arrangements  be  made  with  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  concar  fully  with  those  of  my  predecessors  who  have  stated  that 
there  have  been  too  great  and  radical  mistakes  in  our  system  of  Indian 
policy — the  assignment  of  an  entirely  too  large  body  of  land  in  com- 
mon to  the  different  tribes  which  have  been  relocated,  and  the 
Sayment  of  large  money  annuities  for  the  cessions  made  by  them ;  the 
rst  tendii^g  directly  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  acquiring  settled 
habits  and  an  idea  of  personal  property  and  rights,  which  lie  at  the 
very  foundation  of  all  civilization;  the  second  causing  and  fostering 
a  feeling  of  dependence  and  habits  of  idleness,  so  fatally  adverse  to 
anything  like  physical  and  moral  improvement.  With  regard  to  the 
Indians  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas  especially,  it  is  all  important  that 
these  mistakes  shall  not  be  perpetuated  or  repeated.  They  are  in  a 
critical  position.  They  have  been  saved  as  long  as  possible  from  the 
contact  and  pressure  of  white  population^  which  has  generally  heretofore 
been  regarded  as  fatal  to  the  Indian.  They  are  now  becoming  rapidly 
surrounded  by  such  a  population^  full  of  enterprise  and  energy,  and 
by  which  all  the  surplus  lands,  as  far/west  as  any  of  the  border  tribes 
reside,  will  necessarily  soon  be  required  for  settlement.  There  is  no 
place  left  where  it  is  practicable  to  place  these  tribes  separate  and  apart 
oy  themselves.  Their  destiny  must  be  determined  and  worked  out 
where  they  are.  There  they  must  advance  and  improve,  and  become 
fitted  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  ennobling  struggles  of  civilization ; 
or,  remaining  ignorant,  imbecile  and  helpless,  and  acquiring  only  the 
fatal  vices  of  civilized  life,  they  must  sink  and  perish,  like  thousands 
of  their  race  before  them.  A  solemn  duty  rests  upon  the  government 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  save  them  from  the  latter  fate,  and  there  is 
no  time  to  be  lost  in  adopting  all  necessary  measures  to  preserve, 
elevate,  and  advance  them. 

With  large  reservations  of  fertile  and  desirable  land,  entirely  dis- 
proportioned  to  their  wants  for  occupancy  and  support,  it  will  be  im- 
possible, when  surrounded  by  a  dense  white  population,  to  protect 
them  from  constant  disturbance,  intrusion  and  spoliation  by  those  on 
whom  the  obligations  of  law  and  justice  rest  but  lightly  ;  while  their 
large  annuities  will  subject  them  to  the  wiles  and  machinations  of  the 
inhuman  trafficker  in  ardent  spirits,  the  unprincipled  gambler,  and  the 
greedy  and  avaricious  trader  and  speculator.  Their  reservations  should 
be  restricted  so  as  to  contain  only  sufficient  land  to  afford  them  a 
comfortable  support  by  actual  cultivation,  and  should  be  properly  di- 
vided and  assigned  to  them,  with  the  obligation  to  remain  upon  and 
cultivate  the  same.  The  title  should  remain  in  the  tribe,  with  the 
power  reserved  to  the  government,  when  any  of  them  become  suffi- 
ciently intelligent,  sober  and  industrious,  to  grant  them  patents  for 
the  lands  so  assigned  to  them,  but  leaseable  or  alienable  omy  to  mem- 
bers of  the  tribe,  until  they  become  so  far  advanced  as  to  be  fitted  for 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Their  annuities  should  be  taken  and  used  for  the  erection  of 
comfortable  residences  and  requisite  out-buildings,  and  otherwise  in 
gradually  improving  their  farms.  Manual  labor  schools  should  be 
established,  where  they  could  learn  how  to  conduct  properly  their  agri- 
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cultural  pursuits,  and  especially  where  the  boys  could  be  educated  as 
farmers,  and  the  girls  in  housewifery  and  the  dairy  ;  and  where  also 
there  could  be  imparted  to  both  the  rudiments  of  a  plain  and  useful 
education.  Mechanics'  shops  should  also  be  established  where  neces- 
sary, and  where  as  many  of  the  boys  as  possible  should  be  placed  and 
trained  to  a  knowledge  of  the  mechanic  arts  suited  to  the  condition 
and  wants  of  their  people.  It  is,  if  possible,  more  important  that 
the  Indian  should  be  taught  to  till  the  soil,  and  to  labor  in  the  me- 
chanical shops,  than  to  have  even  a  common  school  education. 

The  adult  Indians  should  be  encouraged  to  cultivate  the  lands  as- 
signed to  them,  each  to  have  the  exclusive  control,  under  the  tribal 
right  of  his  own  possessions,  and  of  the  products  of  his  own  labor ;  and 
to  encourage  them  to  part  with  their  children  willingly  to  be  instructed 
at  the  manual  labor  schools  and  in  the  mechanical  shops,  the  surplus 
productions  of  the  one  or  profits  of  the  other  should, be  divided  among 
the  parents  of  the  children  who  aided  to  produce  them.  All  these 
arrangements  should  be  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  department, 
as  well  as  the  annuities,  so  far  as  they  can  be  withdrawn  from  that  of 
the  tribe,  and  applied  to  accomplish  the  objects  mentioned. 

No  white  person  should  be  permitted  to  obtain  any  kind  of  possession 
or  foothold  within  the  limits  of  the  reservations,  nor  even  to  enter 
them,  except  in  the  employ  or  by  permission  of  the  government,  and 
none  should  be  employed  except  such  as  would  be  actually  necessary 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Indians.  Power  should  be  conferred  on  the 
agents  to  eject  summarily  all  intruders  from  the  reservations.  They 
should  also  be  clothed  with  executive  and  judicial  authority  in  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  their  agencies,  and  appeals  from  their  decision  be 
allowed  to  the  superintendents,  and  thence  to  the  department.  But 
to  carry  out  the  system  successfully,  it  would  be  necessary  to  relieve 
the  Indians  from  the  example  of  the  worthless  idlers  and  vagrants  of 
the  tribe,  as  well  as  those  whose  wild  habits  and  roving  dispositions 
would  preclude  them  from  settling  down  quietly  and  orderly.  All 
such  should  be  colonized  by  themselves  in  such  positions  as  not  to 
admit  of  much,  if  any,  communication  or  intercourse  with  the  settled 
portions  of  their  tribes.  For  such  colonies,  places  could  be  found 
somewhere  about  Bent's  Fort  and  the  heads  of  the  Arkansas  and  Platte 
rivers. 

This  plan  is  applicable  at  present  only  to  such  Indians  as  those  lo- 
cated in  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  The  wilder  tribes  could  not  be  brought 
at  once  within  the  entire  system,  as  they  could  not  at  first  brook  the 
restraint  and  confinement.  They  must  undergo  a  preliminary  train-  i 
ing,  being  gradually  induced  to  abandon  their  nomadic  and  wander- 
ing habits  and  to  settle  down  on  larger  reservations,  where  for  a  time 
they  would  have  to  be  sustained  until  they  could  be  influenced  to  make 
the  necessary  exertions  to  support  themselves  by  cultivating  the  soil. 

The  settlement  of  the  questions  arising  under  various  treaties  in 
which  reservations  have  been  granted  in  severalty  to  Indians  in 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  presents  many  difficulties  which  I  know  of  no 
way  of  overcoming,  except  by  Congress  authorizing  the  department 
to  sell  the  lands  and  to  control  the  proceeds  thereof  in  such  manner 
as  to  render  them  effective  for  the  assistance  and  benefit  of  the  reservees. 
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The  reports  in  regard  to  the  four  great  southwestern  tribes,  the  Chero- 
kees,  Creeks,  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  are  very  favorable.  Their 
regularly  organized  and  stable  governments  and  laws  well  suited  to 
their  condition  and  circumstances,  their  general  devotion  to  industrial 
pursuits,  and  their  comparative  national  and  industrial  prosperity, 
evince  a  most  creditable  and  gratifying  degree  of  advancement  in  the 
fundamental  elements  of  civilization.  Some,  if  not  all  of  them,  ap- 
pear to  be  expecting  and  preparing  for  an  important  change  in  their 
political  and  municipal  relations  with  the  United  States,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  suitably  organized  territorial  governments  may,  with 
great  propriety  and  advantage,  be  extended  to  them  at  an  early  daj. 
Until  such  a  change  shall  become  expedient,  it  is  recommended  that 
there  shall  be  United  States  courts  established  at  suitable  points  within 
the  territory  of  these  Indians,  for  the  trial  of  cases  arising  there  under 
our  laws.  The  embarrassments  and  expense  to  which  they  are  sub- 
jected in  being  compelled  to  attend  the  federal  court  in  Arkansas, 
and  the  difficulty  in  securing  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  give  rise  to 
cases  of  great  hardship,  amounting  to  a  denial  of  justice. 

I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  late  annual  message  of  John  Ross, 
principal  chief  of  the  Cherokees,  to  their  national  council,  which  is 
worthy  of  special  attention,  as  presenting,  doubtless,  a  correct  view  of 
the  general  condition  of  the  tribe,  as  well  as  important  questions  for 
the  consideration  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States. 

For  several  successive  years  the  tribes  in  the  southern  superintend 
dency  suffered  extremely  from  drought.  During  the  present  season, 
however,  they  have  had  timely  and  abundant  rains,  have  consequently 
raised  fine  crops,  and  are  amply  supplied  with  all  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

It  is  expected  the  Seminoles  will  soon  remove  and  settle  within  the 
district  of  country  provided  for  them  by  the  treaty  with  them  and  the 
Creeks  of  August,  1856 ;  and  that,  having  a  separate  country,  and  en- 
joying the  right  of  self-government,  with  ample  means  for  the  im- 
provement and  support  of  the  whole  tribe,  their  brethren  in  Florida 
can  be  induced  peaceably  to  emigrate  and  join  them.  Both  the  Creeks 
and  western  Seminoles  have  manifested  an  entire  readiness  to  comply 
with  their  obligations  under  the  treaty  of  co-operating  with  the  de- 
partment in  its  efforts  to  effect  the  peaceful  removal  of  the  Florida 
Seminoles,  and  large  delegations  of  both  tribes,  in  charge  of  the  super- 
intendent for  that  district,  will  soon  be  on  their  way  to  the  scene 
of  operations  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  accomplish  that  object. 
This  movement  has  been  somewhat  delayed  in  consequence  of  the 
superintendent  having  been  charged  with  the  disbursement  of  the 
moneys  payable  to  the  several  tribes  within  his  superintendency.  This 
service  was  imposed  upon  him,  in  conformity  with  the  regulation 
adopted  by  the  President  in  March  last,  to  carry  out  an  apparent  wish 
of  Congress  as,  evinced  by  a  proviso  in  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  Indian  department,  passed  at  the  last  session,  that  the  moneys 
due  to  Indians  should  be  paid  by  the  superintendents  instead  of  the 
agents,  as  heretefore.  The  proviso,  not  being  obligatory,  was  not 
necessary,  as  the  President  had  already  the  power  to  require  the  su  • 
perintendents  to  make  such  payments  whenever  he  deemed  it  proper, 
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and  as  had  been  repeatedly  done.  The  President  haying  directed  the 
change,  it  has  been  tried,  but  found  to  be  impracticable,  without  great 
injustice  to  the  Indians  and  injury  to  the  public  service.  It  devolves  an 
undue  amount  of  labor  and  responsibility  upon  the  superintendents, 
while  it  leaves  comparatively  none  to  the  agents,  and  destroys  all  their 
influence  for  good  with  the  Indians.  One  tribe  has  to  wait  till  another 
is  paid,  which  causes  jealousy  and  ill  feeling,  and  it  requires  so  much 
time  to  pay  them  in  succession  that  those  last  reached  receive  their 
money  long  after  it  should  have  been  paid  to  them.  It  necessarily 
runs  the  later  payments  into  midwinter,  when  the  Indians  cannot  be 
assembled  without  subjecting  them  to  great  exposure,  hardships,  and 
certain  danger  of  fatal  diseases.  It  is  also  attended  with  much  greater 
expense,  in  consequence  of  the  guards  and  assistants  which  the  super- 
intendent is  compelled  to  emplov  for  the  safety  of  the  moneys  while 
travelling  about  with  them  in  the  Indian  country  from  tribe  to  tribe, 
or  in  providing  for  those  which  he  has  to  leave  behind.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  the  system  be  abandoned,  and  that  the  duty  be  reim- 
posed  upon  the  agents,  with  such  checks  and  guards  as  may  be  re- 
quisite to  secure  its  proper  and  faithful  performance.  It  being 
necessary  that  the  southern  superintendent  should  proceed  to  Florida 
on  the  duty  referred  to  before  completing  the  payments  in  his  district, 
he  was,  with  the  sanction  of  the  President,  directed  to  turn  over  the 
unpaid  moneys  in  his  hands  to  the  agents  for  the  tribes  to  whom  they 
belong  for  payment. 

While  on  the  subject  of  payments  to  Indians,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
attention  to  the  evil  effects  of  per  capita  payments,  which  system  has 
been  in  force  for  some  years.  The  great  body  of  the  Indians  can  be 
managed  only  through  the  chiefs.  The  per  capita  system  breaks 
down  the  latter,  reduces  them  to  the  level  of  the  common  Indians, 
and  destroys  all  their  influence.  It  thus  disorganizes  and  leaves  them 
practically  without  a  domestic  government ;  lessens  their  respect  for 
authority,  and  blunts  their  perceptions  of  the  necessity  and  ad- 
vantages of  any  proper  and  effective  system  of  governmental  organi- 
zation ;  turning  them  backward,  instead  of  leading  them  forward,  in 
-  the  scale  of  advancement.  With  the  diminished  control  and  influence 
of  the  chiefs,  there  is  increased  lawlessness  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers; and  hence  the  greater  number  of  outrages  on  the  persons  and 
property  of  other  Indians  and  our  citizens.  Nor  is  the  per  capita 
payment  system  of  any  protection  or  advantage  to  the  individual 
Indians.  His  share  of  the  annuity  is  known  beforehand,  and  it  is  an 
easy  matter  to  induce  him  in  advance  to  gamble  it  off,  or  pledge  it 
for  whiskey  or  articles  of  no  material  use  to  him,  and  at  or  after  the 
payment  to  take  or  collect  the  amount  from  him.  The  distribution 
of  the  money  should  be  left  to  the  chiefs,  so  far  at  least  as  to  enable 
them  to  punish  the  lawless  and  unruly  by  withholding  it  from  them, 
and  giving  it  to  the  more  orderly  and  meritorious.  They  should  be 
allowed  to  report  on  the  conduct  of  the  individuals  of  the  tribe,  being 
as  far  as  possible  held  responsible  therefor,  and  the  agents  to  pay  the 
money  according  to  a  graduated  scale,  having  reference  to  the  in- 
dustrious habits  and  good  conduct  of  individuals  as  he  should  find  to 
be  just,  reserving  to  him  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  action  of  the 
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chiefs  whenever  complaint  shall  be  made,  and  to  change  or  modify  sach 
action  whenever  he  may  discover  that  they  have  dealt  unjustly  with 
any  member  of  their  tribe. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  some  definite  action  should  be  had 
upon  the  treaties  heretofore  made  with  the  Quapaws,  the  Senecas,  and 
the  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  residing  adjacent  to  the  southwestern 
corner  of  Missouri,  which  were  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate  at  the  session  of  1 854-' 65.  If  not  such  as  should  be  ratified, 
others  of  a  proper  character  should  be  negotiated,  this  being  neces- 
sary for  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  and  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the 
act  of  1853.  A  treaty  should  likewise  be  entered  into  with  the 
Cherokees  to  acquire  from  them  the  800,000  acres  of  land  in  the 
same  locality,  known  as  the  **  neutral  ground,"  on  which  settlements 
are  already  being  made,  contrary  to  our  obligations  to  the  Cherokees, 
and  which  tract  they  are  willing  to  dispose  of  in  order  to  obtain  the 
means  of  liquidating  their  considerable  national  debt,  and  to  augment 
their  insufficient  school  and  orphan  funds. 

A  large  tract  of  land  in  Kansas  was  years  ago  set  apart  for  the  New 
York  Indians,  who  were  then  expected  to  remove  there,  but  subse- 
quent arrangements  have  settled  the  great  body  of  them  on  reserva- 
tions in  the  State.  Such  of  them  as  have  removed  should  be  assigned 
the  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  promised  to  them,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  lands  be  brought  into  market  for  the  benefit  of  our  citizens 
who  are  so  rapidly  filling  up  the  Territory. 

Preliminary  measures  have  been  adopted  for  colonizing  as  soon  as 
possible,  on  the  tract  of  country  leased  from  the  Choctaws  and  Chick- 
asaws  for  the  purpose,  the  Witchita  and  other  Indians  intended  to  be 
located  there. 

The  colonization  of  the  Indians  of  Texas  on  the  reservations  set 
apart  by  the  State  for  that  purpose  is  progressing  favorably  and  as 
rapidly  as  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  incident  to  sucn  a  measure  will 
permit. 

The  supervising  agent  represents  with  much  confidence  that  the 
several  colonies  will  soon  be  in  a  condition  to  support  themselves.  In 
the  meantime  there  will  be  a  gradual  and  material  decrease  of  expense. 
The  amount  requisite  for  next  year  is  $91,707  50.  The  same  officer 
estimates  that  that  for  the  succeeding  year  will  not  be  so  great  by 
about  $30,000. 

This  is  the  only  practicable  system  for  redeeming  the  wild,  lawless, 
and  roaming  tribes  within  our  borders.  It  is  expensive  at  first,  be- 
cause the  Indians  have  to  be  subsisted  and  otherwise  provided  for  and 
made  comfortable  until  they  gradually  settle  down  and  commence  to 
work  for  their  own  support,  which  experience  has  demonstrated  they 
can  be  induced  to  do.  In  the  end  it  is  the  most  economical  course  ; 
but  however  great  the  expense,  it  is  one  which  both  humanity  and 
eood  policy  require  should  be  incurred.  The  resources  of  these  In- 
dians from  the  chase  are  rapidly  failing  them,  caused  in  no  slight  de- 
gree by  the  extension  of  our  settlements  and  their  oountry  being  tra- 
versed in  every  direction  by  our  people.  Many  of  them  are  compelled 
to  live  by  plunder,  and  hence  the  frequent  outrages  against  other  In- 
dians and  the  whites.     In  their  dispersed  conditioni  the  numerous 
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military  posts  that  have  to  be  kept  up,  and  the  costly  expeditions  that 
have  frequently  to  be  undertaken  to  hold  them  in  check,  together  with 
the  sums  which  the  government  is  bound  to  pay  for  losses  sustained 
from  their  depredations,  probably  involve  and  amount  to  an  expense 
far  greater  than  would  be  necessary  to  collect  and  colonize  them. 

The  Indians  of  New  Mexico  are  beginning  to  have  some  understand- 
ing and  appreciation  of  our  power  and  resources,  and  the  necessity  of 
their  preserving  peace  with  one  another  and  with  the  whites.  They 
are  generally  willing  to  be  settled  on  reservations,  which  is  essential 
to  their  preservation  and  welfare  as  well  as  for  the  interests  and  se- 
curity of  our  frontier  citizens.  A  favorable  commencement  has  been 
made^  and  liberal  appropriations  by  Congress  are  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  policy  in  regard  to  them. 

The  Pueblo  Indians  hold  the  tracts  which  they  occupy  and  cultivate 
by  grants  from  the  Spanish  or  Mexican  governments,  and  immediate 
steps  should  be  taken  to  have  them  surveyed  and  set  apart  from  the  sur- 
rounding lands.  This  has  become  the  more  necessary,  in  the  case  of 
the  Pimos  and  Maricopas  Indians,  since  the  establishment  of  mail 
routes  through  their  country,  which  will  induce  and  increase  white 
settlements  that  may  conflict  with  their  right  and  incite  them  to  hos- 
tility. For  a  brief  description  of  the  character  and  situation  of  these 
peculiar  and  interesting  people,  and  the  views  of  this  office  as  to  the 
importance  of  protecting  them  from  such  encroachments,  I  respect- 
fully refer  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  my  report  of  28th  May  last. 

Under  an  act  approved  March  3,  1857,  an  agent  was  appointed  for 
the  Indians  in  the  territory  purchased  from  Mexico  by  the  last  treaty 
with  that  government,  but  from  circumstances  beyond  his  control  he 
has  not  yet  been  able  to  furnish  the  department  with  much  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  them.  To  supply  this  deficiency,  I  submit  an  in- 
teresting communication  upon  the  subject  from  Lieutenant  8.  Mowry, 
of  the  army,  who  has  for  some  time  been  stationed  in  the  country, 
and  appears  t.o  be  well  informed  in  regard  to  the  character  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  Indians  inhabiting  it. 

The  Indians  of  the  plains  within  the  Upper  Arkansas  and  Upper 
Platte  agencies,  and  embracing  the  Apaches,  Arapahoes,  Comanches, 
Cheyennes,  and  Kioways,  have,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  latter, 
been  quiet  and  peacefully  disposed  during  the  year.  The  Cheyennes 
have  been  in  open  hostility,  and  committed  many  outrages ;  and,  though 
they  were  chastised  during  the  summer  by  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Sumner,  of  the  army,  it  is  feared  that  they  are 
not  yet  sufficiently  subdued  to  expect  that  they  will  abstain  from 
further  lawless  acts  when  opportunities  offer  of  indulging  their  feelings 
of  hostility.  In  consequence  of  their  bad  conduct,  their  proportion  of 
the  annuity  presents,  sent  out  for  them  and  the  other  Indians  of  the 
Upper  Arkansas  agency,  was  not  delivered  to  them.  Nor  should  the 
Kioways,  who  have  also  manifested  a  decidedly  hostile  disposition, 
have  received  their  share ;  but  the  agent  was  compelled  to  let  them 
have  it  to  prevent  their  taking  it  by  force.  To  keep  the  tribes 
inhabiting  and  roaming  through  the  country  in  the  Upper  Arkansas 
under  proper  subjection ,  and  to  protect  our  communication  with  New 
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Mexico,  it  would  seem  to  be  essential  that  there  should  be  a  military 
post  established  at  some  proper  point  in  that  region. 

The  scanty  information  we  ha\re  in  regard  to  the  Indians  of  Utah  is 
not  reliable  or  satisfactory.  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  they  have 
been  tampered  with,  and  their  feelings  towards  the  United  States  alien- 
ated to  such  an  extent  by  the  Mormons,  that  in  any  difficulties  with 
the  latter  a  large  portion  of  them  may  be  found  on  the  side  of  those 
enemies  of  our  government  and  law.  Such  a  state  of  things  has  been 
apprehended  by  this  office  for  some  time,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
accompanying  copies  of  reports  upon  the  subject  from  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  to  your  predecessor  in  1855. 

The  superintendent  for  California  reports  that  universal  peace  pre- 
vails among  the  tribes  throughout  the  State  ;  '^that  not  a  hostile  senti- 
ment is  entertained  by  the  Indians  in  any  portion  of  the  State,  and  a 
general  feeling  of  security  pervades  the  entire  white  population. ' '  He 
further  states  that  **the  progress  of  the  reservations  is  attended  with 
as  great  a  degree  of  success  as  could  be  expected  or  desired  by  the  most 
sanguine  friends  of  that  system;"  that  ''the  Indians  perform  with 
entire  willingness  all  the  labor  required;"  and  that  'Hhe  progress 
they  have  made  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  pursuits  of  industry 
is  remarkable,  and  in  the  highest  degree  encouraging  to  the  friends  of 
the  system  of  subsisting  Indians  by  their  own  labor."  Among  other 
interesting  evidences  of  this  good  result,  he  cites  the  fact  that,  at  the 
Nome-Lackee  reservation,  the  wheat  crop  of  this  year,  consisting  of 
over  ten  thousand  bushels,  was  entirely  harvested,  threshed,  sacked 
and  hauled  to  the  storehouse  by  the  Indians,  attended  only  by  two 
white  men  as  overseers. 

An  extreme  drought  has  cut  off  the  crops  on  the  reservations  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State,  and  additional  expense  may  have  to  be 
incurred  to  save  the  Indians  from  suffering  from  that  cause,  which 
every  effort  is  being  made  to  prevent. 

Five  reservations  in  all  have  been  established,  viz  :  Sebastian  or 
Tejon,  Klamath,  Nome-Lackee,  Mendocino,  and  Fresno  farm,  on 
which  about  11,239  Indians  have  been  colonized,  and  are  in  course  of 
being  successfully  trained  to  habits  of  industry.  From  the  represen- 
tations of  the  superintendent,  there  must  be  a  marked  difference  in 
the  habits  and  condition  of  those  who  have  settled  in  the  reservations 
and  those  who  have  not  yet  submitted  themselves  to  this  beneficent 
plan  for  their  preservation  and  improvement. 

A  most  reprehensible  practice  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  in  Cali- 
fornia of  kidnapping  Indian  children  and  selling  them  for  servants. 
This  practice  has  been  confined  to  a  few  persons,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  it  has  been  condemned  and  discountenanced  by  the  great 
mass  of  the  people.  There  have,  however,  been  some  difficulties 
growing  out  of  it ;  but  energetic  measures  having  been  adopted  by 
the  government  to  suppress  it,  and  some  of  the  parties  eneaged  in  it 
having  been  convicted  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  it  is  believed  that 
there  will  not  be  a  renewal  of  these  troubles. 

A  large  number  of  claims  have  been  presented  for  payment  for  sup- 
plies furnished  the  Indian  service  in  California  during  the  years  1851 
and  1852,  which  have  not  been  paid  for  want  of  appropriations,  but 
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wliich  have  been  constantly  pressed  on  this  office.  Attention  was 
called  to  triis  matter  by  Commissioner  Lea,  on  the  7th  April,  1852, 
in  a  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  which  he  re- 
commended that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  to  enable  the  de- 
partment to  investigate  the  claims. 

On  the  13th  of  the  same  month,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  he  renewed  the  recommendation  ;  out  no  action  was  taken  by 
Congress  in  reference  to  it  until  1854,  when,  by  the  act  of  29th  July 
of  that  year,  a  special  appropriation  of  |183,825,  '^  with  interest 
thereon  from  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  annum,"  was  made  to  pay  John 
Charles  Fremont,  who  was  one  of  the  claimants.  Congress  haviug 
thus  acknowledged  the  validity  of  thcHC  claims,  I  beg  leave  to  renew 
the  recommendation  of  Commissioner  Lea,  that  they  should  be  iqves- 
tigated  with  a  view  to  their  final  settlement.  As  the  matter  stands 
at  present,  some  of  the  commissioners  are  charged  with  large  sums  of 
money ;  and  as  they  allege  that  they  were  surrounded  with  such  a 
state  of  affairs  as  to  make  these  expenditures  necessary  in  order  to 
avert  an  Indian  war,  and  that  their  action  did  have  that  effect,  it  is 
proper  that  their  conduct  should  be  investigated,  and  if  found  justi- 
fiable, that  they  should  be  relieved  from  such  heavy  liabilities,  and 
have  their  accounts  adjusted  with  the  government. 

I  would  invite  special  attention  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent 
for  Oregon  and  Washington,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  manifest 
that  our  relations  with  the  Indians  in  those  Territories  are  in  a  very 
critical  condition,  and  that  under  the  existing  state  of  things  there  is 
a  constant  liability  to  a  general  outbreak  on  their  part  from  any  dis- 
turbing cause,  which  must  involve  the  expenditure  of  millions  to  sub- 
due them,  as  well  as  the  most  lamentable  lo8»of  life  and  property  by 
the  insufficiently  protected  white  inhabitants.  The  non-ratification 
of  the  treaties  heretofore  made  to  extinguish  their  title  to  the  lands  , 
necessary  for  the  occupancy  and  use  of  our  citizens  seems  to  have 
produced  no  little  disappointment,  and  the  continued  extension  of  our 
settlements  into  their  territory,  without  any  compensation  being 
made  to  them,  is  a  constant  source  of  dissatisfaction  and  hostile  feel- 
ing. They  are  represented  as  being  willing  to  dispose  of  their  lands 
to  the  government,  and  I  know  of  no  alternative  to  the  present  un- 
satisfactory and  dangerous  state  of  things  but  the  adoption  of  early 
measures  for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title,  and  their  colonization 
on  properly-located  reservations,  using  and  applying  the  consideration 
agreed  to  be  allowed  to  them  for  their  lands  to  subsist  and  clothe 
them  until  they  can  be  taught  and  influenced  to  support  and  sustain 
themselves.  The  losses  and  damage  to  the  government  and  to  the 
citizens  resulting  from  another  general  outbreak  on  the  part  of  these 
Indians  would  probably  fully  equal,  if  not  exceed,  in  amount  what 
would  be  necessary  to  buy  out  and  colonize  them,  so  that  they  could 
be  effectually  controlled,  if  not  improved  and  civilized. 

Our  settlements,  as  well  as  the  friendly  Indians  along  Puget's  Sound 
and  the  waters  of  Admiralty  inlet^  suffer  materially  from  the  preda- 
tory incursions  of  the  Indians  from  Vancouver's  island,  and  the  other 
adjacent  British  and  Russian  possessions.     They  are  an  enterprising, 
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warlike  race,  and  generally  make  their  expeditions  by  water  in  large 
boats  or  canoes,  some  of  them  large  enough  to  carry  a  hundred  men, 
which  they  propel  with  much  swiftness.  To  afford  the  necessary  pro- 
tection to  our  people  from  their  frequent  depredations,  the  employ- 
ment of  a  light  araught  armed  steamer  in  those  waters,  to  intercept  and 
chastise  them,  is  essential. 

Referring  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  for  the  southern 
superintendency,  who  has  elaborately  and  ably  discussed  the  subject, 
in  its  application  to  the  Indians  of  his  district,  I  urgently  repeat  the 
recommendation  of  my  immediate  predecessor,  that  there  be  an  early 
and  complete  revision  and  codification  of  all  the  laws  relating  to 
Indian  affairs,  which,  from  lapse  of  time  and  material  changes  in  the 
location,  condition,  and  circumstances  of  the  most  of  the  tribes, 
have  become  so  insufficient  and  unsuitable  as  to  occasion  the  greatest 
embarrassment  and  difficulty  in  conducting  the  business  of  this 
branch  of  the  public  service. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

CcmimimofMr. 

Hon.  J.  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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lAst  of  documents  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  for  the  year  1857. 

NEW  YORK  AQBNCr. 

No.    1. — Report  of  Marcus  H.  Johnson,  agent  for  the  Indians  in  the 

State  of  New  York. 
No.    2. — Letter  from  Philip  E.  Thomas  respecting  the  Seneca  Indians. 
No.    3. — Copy  of  report  by  N.  H.  Parker,  interpreter,  as   to  the 

condition  of  the  Senecas  at  Cattaraugus. 
No.    4. — Copy  of  extracts  from  a  report  made  to  the  **  Society  of 

Friends,"  by  a  committee  of  said  society,  respecting  the 

Indians  of  New  York. 

MACKINAC  AGENCY. 

No.    5. — Report  of  A.  M.  Fitch,  agent  for  the  Indians  in  the  State 

of  Michigan. 
No.    6. — Report  of  N.  F.  Murray,  teacher  at  Sheboygan. 
No.    7. — Report  of  Timothy  Hegney,  teacher  at  Grand  Portage. 
No.    8. — Report  of  Stephen  D.  Caley,  teacher  at  L'Anse. 
No.    9. — Report  of  William  O'Donovan,  teacher  at  Garden  island. 
No.  10. — Report  of  John  B.  Weikamp,  teacher  at  Cross  Village. 

AGENCY   FOR  THE  INDIANS  IN  THE  VICINITY  OP  GREEN  BAY. 

No.  11. — Report  of  Frederick  Moscowitt,  agent  for  the  Indians  in 

that  vicinity. 
No.  12. — Report  of  Joseph  M.   Ostroph,  teacher  of  music  to  the 

Menomonees. 
No.  13, — Report  of  Jane  Dousman,  teacher  to  the  Menomonees. 
No.  14. — Report  of  Rosalie  Dousman,  teacher  to  the  Menomonees. 
No.  15. — Report  of  Frederick  Haas,  farmer  to  the  Menomonees. 

NORTHERN  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

No.  16. — Report  of  William  J.  CuUen,  superintendent. 

No.  17. — Report  of  David  B.  Herriman,  agent  for  the  Chippewas  ot 

the  Mississippi. 
No.  18. — Report  of  Charles  E.  Flandrau,  agent  for  the  Sioux. 
No.  19. — Report  of  James  Magner,  farmer  to  the  Lower  Sioux. 
No.  20*. — Copy  of  report  by  Captain  Bernard  E.  Bee,  United  State* 

army. 
No.  21. — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Superintendent  Huebschmann. 
No.  22. — ^Report  from  Superintendent  Huebschmann. 
No.  23.— Copy  of  letter  from  Agent  Flandrau  to  newspaper  **  Pioneer 

and  Democrat." 

•  Note.— Papers  from  No.   20  to  No.   62,  inclusive,  relate  to  the  massacre  at  Spirit 
Lake  bjr  a  party  of  Bionz. 
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No.  24. — Letter  from  Agent  Flandrau  to  Superintendent  Haebschmann. 

No.  25. — Copy  of  letter  from  Superintendent  Huebschmann  to  Qov" 
ernor  Medary. 

No.  26. — Copy  of  letter  from  Superintendent  Huebschmann  to  Colonel 
Alexander,  United  States  army. 

No.  27. — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Agent  Flandrau. 

No.  28. — Letter  from  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Superin- 
tendent CuUen. 

No.  29. — ^Telegraphic  despatch  from  Superintendent  CuUen  to  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs 

No  30. — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
to  Superintendent  Cullen. 

No.  31. — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
to  Agent  Flandrau. 

No.  32. — Letter  from  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  E.  Pritchette, 
appointing  him  special  agent. 

No.  33. — Report  of  Superintendent  Cullen. 

No.  34. — Letter  from  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  35. — Letter  from  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  36. — Letter  from  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  37. — Letter  from  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  38. — Report  of  A.  J.  Campbell,  interpreter. 

No.  39. — Narrative  given  by  individual  Indians. 

No.  40. — Minutes  of  examination  of  Ta-te-yoh-he. 

No.  41. — Statement  of  Se-see-toan  and  Wah-pay-toan  warriors. 

No.  42. — Telegraphic  despatch  from  Superintendent  Cullen. 

No.  43. — Telegraphic  despatch  in  reply  to  Superintendent  Cullen. 

No.  44. — ^Report  of  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  45. — Telegraphic  despatch  to  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  46. — Telegraphic  despatch  to  Superintendent  Cullen. 

No.  47. — Report  of  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  48. — Report  of  Superintendent  Cullen. 

No,  49. — Report  of  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

No.  50. — Proceedings  of  first  council  held  with  Sioux. 

No.  51. — Proceedings  of  second  council  held  with  Sioux. 

No.  52. — Proceedings  of  third  council  held  with  Sioux. 

No.  53. — Report  of  Jonathan  E.  Fletcher,  agent  for  the  Winnebagoes. 


CSNTBAL  SUPERINTENDBNCT. 

No.  54. — Report  of  Alfred  Cumming,  superintendent. 

No.  55. — ^Report  of  Alfred  J.  Vaughan,  agent  for  the  Blackfeet 
Indians. 

No.  66. — ^Report  of  A.  U.  Redfield,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  the 
Upper  Missouri. 

No.  57. — Copy  of  statement  by  Malcom  Clarke  relative  to  certain  con- 
duct of  a  party  of  Assinaboines. 

No.  58. — Copy  of  speech  of  *'  Long  Hair,"  chief  of  the  Oros  Yentrefl. 

No.  59. — ^Report  of  Thomas  S.  Twiss,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  the 
Upper  Platte. 
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— ^port  of  Robert  C.  Miller,  agent  for  the  Indians  on  the 

Arkansas. 
—Copy  of  letter  from  Colonel  Sumner ,  United  States  army,  t.o 

Agent  Miller. 
—Report  of  John  B.  Robertson,  agent  for  the  Omahas. 
—Report  of  Charles  Stargiss,  superintendent  of  Omaha  school. 
— Report  of  William  W.  Dennison,  agent  for  the  Ottoes  and 

Missourias  and  Pawnees. 
—Report  of  D.  A.  Murdock,  superintendent  of  the  Ottoe  and 

Missouria  school. 
—Report  of  John  Lorton,  farmer  to  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias. 
— Report  of  Daniel  Vanderslice,  agent  for  the  loways  and  the 

Sacs  and  Foxes  of  the  Missouri. 
—Report  of  S.  M.  Irvin,  superintendent  of  the  Joway  and  Sac 

and  Fox  mission. 
—Report  of  Royal  Baldwin,  agent  for  the  Kickapoos. 
—Report  of  E.  M.  Hubbard,  superintendent  of  the  Kickapoo 

mission. 
—Report  of  B.  F.  Robinson,  agent  for  the  Delawares. 
— Report  of  John  G.  Pratt,  superintendent  of  the  Delaware 

school. 
— Report  of  A.  Arnold,  agent  for  the  Shawnees  and  Wyan- 

dotts. 
— ^Report  of  Simon  D.  Harvey,  superintendent  of  '*  Friends'  " 

mission  to  the  Shawnees. 
— Report  of  Thomas  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the  Shawnee 

Methodist  school. 
— Report  of  William  E.  Murphy,  agent  for  the  Pottawatomies. 
— Report  of  J.  B.  Duerinck^  superintendent  of  the  St.  Mary's 

Pottawatomie  manual  labor  school. 
— Report  of  John  Jaokson,  superintendent  of  the  Baptist  Pot- 
tawatomie manual  labor  school. 
— Report  of  Burton  A.  James,  agent  for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 

of  the  Mississippi. 
— ^Report  of  John  Montgomery,  agent  for  the  "  Kaws,"  or 

'  Kansas  Indians. 
— Report  of  Maxwell  McCaslin,  agent  for  the  Weas  and  Plan- 

keskaws,  Easkaskias  and  Peorias,  and  Miamies. 

SOUTHERN  SUPBRINTENDBNCY. 

No.    82. — Report  of  Elias  Rector,  superintendent. 

No.  83. — Report  of  Andrew  J.  Dorn,  agent  for  the  Osages,  Quapaws, 
Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  Senecas. 

No.  84. — Report  of  John  Shoenmakers,  superintendent  of  the  Osage 
manual  labor  school. 

No.    85. — Report  of  J.  L.  French,  farmer  for  the  Quapaws. 

No.    86. — Report  of  George  Butler,  agent  for  the  Cherokees. 

No.  87. — Report  of  D.  D.  Hitchcock,  marshal  of  Cherokee  tem- 
perance society. 

No.    88. — Report  of  S.  A.  Worcester,  missionary  to  the  Cherokees. 
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No.    89. — Report  of  W.   A.   Duncan,  saperintendent  of  Cherokee 

public  schools. 
No.    90. — Copy  of  message  of  John  Ross,  principal  chief  of  the  Chero- 

kees,  to  the  national  council. 
No.    91. — Report  of  William  H.  Garrett,  agent  for  the  Creeks. 
No.    92.^ — Report  of  Josiah  W.  Washbourne,  agent  for  the  Seminoles. 
No.    93.^ — Eleport  of  John  Lilley,  superintendent  of  the  Seminole 

mission. 
No.    94. -^Report  of  Douglas  H.  Cooper,  agent  for  the  Choctaws  and 

Chickasaws. 
No.    95. — Report  of  Cyrus  Byington,  missionary  to  the  Choctaws  at 

Stockbridge. 
No.    96. — Report  of  0.  P.  Stark,  missionary  to  the  Choctaws  at  Gh>od 

Land  station. 
No.    97. — Report  of  C.  C.  Copeland,  missionary  to  the  Choctaws  at 

Bennington  station. 
No.    98. — Report  of  William  and  Lewis  Cass  and  Simon  Hancock, 

native  Baptist  preachers. 
No.    99. — Report  of  J.  D.  Chamberlain,  superintendent  of  lyanubi 

female  seminary. 
No.  100. — Report  of  H.  Balentine,  superintendent  of  Koonsha  female 

academy. 
No.  101. — ^Report  of  C.  Kingsbury,  superintendent  of  the  Chuahla 

female  seminary. 
No.  102.— Report  of  T.  W.  Mitchell,  superintendent  of  Fort  Coffee 

and  New  Hope  academies. 
No.  103. — Report  of  Ebenezer  Hotchkin,  missionary,  and  principal  of 

the  Living  Land  school. 
No.  104. — Report  of  John  Edwards,   superintendent  of  Wheelock 

female  seminary. 
No.  105. — Report  of  Gaylord  L.  More,  superintendent  of  Spenoer 

academy. 
No.  106. — Report  of  W.  R.   Baker,  superintendent  of  Armstrong 

academy. 
No.  107. — Report  of  J.  H.  Carr,  superintendent  of  Bloomfiejd  Chicka- 
saw academy. 
No.  108. — ^Report  of  J.  C.  Robinson,  superintendent  of  Chickasaw 

manual  labor  academy. 
No.  109. — Report  of  F.  M,  Paine,  teacher  in  Chickasaw  manual  labor 

school. 
No.  110. — ^Report  of  E.  Canch,  superintendent  of  the  Colbert  institute. 
No.  Ill, — Report  of  A.  H.  McKissick,  agent  for  the  Wichitas  and 

other  wild  tribes. 


TEXAS  AGENCY. 

No.  112. — ^Report  of  Robert  S.  Neighbors,  supervising  agent  for  the 

Indians  in  Texas. 
No.  113. — Copy  of  letter  of  Supervising  Agent  Neighbors  to  Major 

General  Twiggs. 
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No.  114. — ^Report  of  M.  Leeper,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  the  Comanche 

agency. 
No.  115. — ^Report  of  S.  P.  Ross,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  the  Brazos 

agency. 
No.  116. — ^Report  of  Samuel  Church,  farmer  at  the  Brazos  agency. 
No.  117. — ^Report  of  Jonathan  Murray,  farmer  at  the  Brazos  agency. 
No.  118. — Report  of  James  M.  Taylor,  blacksmith  at  the  Brazos 

agency. 

NBW   MEXICO   SUPBRINTENDENCY. 

No.  119. — Report  of  J.  L.  Collins,  superintendent. 

No.  120. — Report  of  Christopher  Carson,  agent  for  the  Mohuache 

Utahs. 
No.  121. — Report  of  Samuel  M.  Yost,  agent  for  the  Pueblos. 
No.  122. — Report  of  Diego  Archuleta,  agent  for  the  Utahs,  Capotes, 

and  Apache  Jicarillas. 
No.  123. — ^Report  of  M.  Steck,  agent  for  the  Indians   within  the 

Apache  agency. 
No.  124. — Letter  of  Superintendent  Collins,  transmitting  copies  of 

letters  from  Agent  Steck  and  Colonel  R.  C.  Bonneville, 

United  States  army. 
No.  125. — Copy  of  letter  from  Agent  Steck,  relative  to  an  interview 

held  with  a  deputation  of  Coyetero  Apaches. 
No.  126. — Copy  of  letter  from  Colonel  Bonneville,  describing  the 

region  watered  by  the  Gila  river. 
No.  127. — ^Report  of  Lieutenant  Sylvester  Mowry,  describing  the 

Territory  of  Arizona,  or  the  *' Gadsden  Purchase,"  and 

the  tribes  inhabiting  the  same. 

UTAH  SUPERINTENDBNCY. 

No.  128. — Letter  from  Agent  Garland  Hurt,  relative  to  Mormon 
missionaries. 

No.  129. — Communication  from  Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  upon  the  subject  of  these 
missionaries. 

No.  130. — Memoranda  upon  same  subject  made  by  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner for  consideration  by  the  Secretary. 

No.  131. — Report  of  George  W.  Armstrong,  agent  for  the  Indians  in 
Utah. 

No.  132. — ^Letter  from  Brigham  Young,  governor,  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

No.  133. — Reply  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Governor 
Young. 

OREGON  AND   WASHINGTON  SUPERINTENDBNCY. 

No.  134, — Report  of  J.  W.  Nesmith,  superintendent. 
No.  135. — ^Report  of  E.  C.  Fitzhugh,  special  agent  for  the  Neuk-sack, 
Samish,  and  Lummis  tribes. 
20 
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No.  136. — Report  of  G.  A.  Paige,  local  agent  at  the  Fort  Kitsah  re- 
servation. 
No.  137. — Report  ol  M.  T.  Simmons,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  Puget's 

Sound  district. 
No.  138.— Report  of  R.  C.  Fay,  local  agent  at  Penn's  Cove. 
No.  139. — Report  of  Thomas  S.  Hanna,  special  agent  for  the  Indians 

on  Puget's  Sound. 
No.  140. — Report  of  W.  B.  Gosnell,  agent  for  the  Nisqually,  Puyal- 

lup,  and  other  Indians. 
No.  141. — Report  of  Sidney  S.  Ford,  sr.,  special  agent  for  the  Indians 

in  the  western  district  of  Washington  Territory. 
No.  142. — Report  of  J.  Cain,  agent  for  the  Indians  on  the  Columbia 

river,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Dalles. 
No.  143. — Report  of  A.  Townsend,  local   agent  at  White  Salmon 

reservation. 
No.  144. — Report  of  A.  H.  Robie,  special  agent  for  the  Indians  between 

the  Columbia  river  and  the  Cascade  mountains. 
No.  145. — Report  of  William  Craig,  sub-agent  for  the  Cayuses  and 

Nez  Perces. 
No.  146. — Report  of  W.  W.  Raymond,  sub-agent  for  the  Indians 

within  the  Astoria  district. 
No.  147. — Report  of  R.  B.  Metcalfe,  agent  for  the  Indians  within  the 

Siletsa  agency. 
No*  148. — Report  of  E.  P.  Drew,  sub-agent  for  the  Indians  within  the 

Umpqua  sub-agency. 
No.  149. — Report  of  John  F.  Miller,  agent  for  the  Willamette  tribes. 
No.  150. — Report  of  John  Ostrander,  teacher  of  the  Rogue  River  and 

Umpqua  school. 
No.  151. — Report  of  Mary  C.  Ostrander,  teacher  of  Willamette  school. 
No.  152. — Report  of  Amasa  Howe,  superintendent  of  farming    for 

Willamette  tribes. 
No.  153. — Report  of  A.  P.  Dennison,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  the 

northeastern  district  of  Oregon. 
No.  154. — Report  of  R.  H.  Lansdale,  agent  for  the  Flat  Head  district. 
No.  155. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  William  Tichnor  to  Superintendent 

Nesmith. 
No.  156. — Copy  of  reply   of  Superintendent  Nesmith    to  William 

Tichnor. 
No.  157. — Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Clarke  to  Superin- 
tendent Nesmith, 
No.  158. — Copy  of  reply  of  Superintendent  Nesmith  to  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral Clarke. 
No.  159. — Copy  of  a  letter  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Mackall  to 

Superintendent  Nesmith. 
No.  160. — Copy  of  order  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Mackall  to 

Major  Garnett. 

CALIFORNIA   SUPBRINTENDENCY. 

No.  161. — Report  of  Thomas  J.  Henley,  superintendent. 
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No.  162. — Report  of  H.  P.  Heintzelman,  sub-agent  for  the  Klamath 
reservation. 

No.  163. — Report  of  Vincent  E.  Geiger,  agent  for  the  Nome-Lackee 
reservation.  , 

No.  164. — Report  of  H.  L.  Ford,  sub-agent  for  the  Mendocino  reserva- 
tion. 

No.  165. — ^Report  of  M.  B.  Lewis,  sub-agent  for  the  Fresno  farm. 

No.  166. — Report  of  J.  R.  Vineyard,  agent  for  the  Indians  of  Tejon. 

No.  167. — Copy  of  report  of  a  reconnoissance  through  the  country 
around  Cape  Mendocino,  by  James  Tobin. 

No.  168. — Letter  of  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  Superintendent 
Henley,  relative  to  the  concentration  of  the  Indians  upon 
the  reservations  in  California. 


f 
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No.  1. 

NEW  YORK  AGENCY. 

Office  New  York  Indian  Agency, 

Randolph^  September  30,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  my  last  annual  report  there  has  not  been  any 
material  change  in  the  condition  of  the  New  York  Indians.  The 
continued  efforts  of  philanthropic  individuals  and  societies,  as  well  as 
the  liberal  appropriations  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Indian 
department,  for  the  education  of  the  young,  are  all  having  their 
innuence  in  civilizing  and  christianizing  the  Indian  tribes  who  still 
linger  in  New  York,  while  the  ancient  manners,  habits,  and  customs 
of  the  red  men  are  rapidly  disappearing,  as  they  have  now  (from 
necessity)  left  the  forest  and  chase  for  agricultural  and  mechanical 
pursuits  to  obtain  a  living.  The  Allegany  Indian  reservation  is  a 
strip  of  land,  one  mile  wide  and  forty  miles  long,  on  the  Allegany 
river,  and  the  lines  are  made  with  all  the  crooks  and  angles  of  the 
stream,  with  the  intention,  as  far  as  possible,  to  have  one-half  of  the 
reservation  on  each  side  of  the  centre  of  the  river.  This  reservation 
is  in  an  extensive  lumber  country,  and  has  exerted  an  unfavorable 
influence  on  the  Indians  resi^JM;  on  it.  Their  timber  has  always 
been  a  capital  on  which  they^Hd  draw  for  temporary  relief,  and  has 
enabled  them  to  live  withoutbecoming  thorough  farmers,  and  the 
result  is,  they  are  behind  all  the  other  Indian  reservations  in  this 
State  in  obtaining  comfortable  houses  and  farms.  This  timber  is  fast 
disappearing  and  will  soon  be  gone,  when  these  Indians  will  be  com- 
pellea  to  depend  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  living  ;  when  this  time 
arrives,  the  friend  of  the  Indians  may  look  for  a  more  rapid  advance- 
ment in  civilization  and  comforts  around  their  homes.  There  have 
been  five  schools  on  this  reservation  for  the  past  year  ;  three  of  these 
schools  were  supported  by  the  State  of  New  York,  one  by  a  Society  of 
Friends  from  rhiladelphia,  and  one  by  the  American  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. The  average  time  taught  was  six  months,  and  the  average 
attendance  of  scholars  at  all  the  schools  was  eighty-one.  There  are 
two  churches  on  this  reservation,  with  one  hundred  communicants. 

The  Cattaraugus  reservation  is  located  in  a  fine  agricultural  district, 
and  the  Indians  on  this  reservation  are  wholly  dependent  on  agricul- 
ture and  mechanical  industry  for  a  living,  and  are  making  fine  im- 
provements and  living  very  comfortably.  On  this  reservation  there 
have  been  taught  six  schools  during  the  past  year,  supported  wholly 
by  the  State  of  New  York.  The  average  time  taught  during  the  year 
was  nine  months — the  average  attendance  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  scholars.  They  have  two  churches  on  this  reservation — one  a 
Presbyterian,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  communicants,  who 
have  just  completed  a  fine  church  at  an  expense  of  $4,000;  the  other 
church  a  Methodist,  with  fifty  communicants  ;  they  have  a  fine  church, 
which  was  dedicated  about  one  year  since. 

The  Thomas  asylum  for  orphan  and  destitute  Indian  children  ap- 
pears to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  has,  during  the  past  year, 
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protected  and  sustained,  on  an  average,  forty-five  destitute  children, 
and  attended  thoroughly  to  their  education  and  habits,  and  intend 
the  asylum  for  their  home  until  they  are  prepared  for  some  useful 
employment  and  capable  of  providing  for  themselves. 

The  Tonawandas,  dependent  wholly  on  agriculture  and  labor,  owing 
to  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed  in  reference  to 
their  reservation  and  the  Ogden  Company,  cannot  be  said  to  be  making 
much  improvement  in  any  respect.  Theyhave  had  one  school  taught 
during  the  past  year  seven  months,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
forty  scholars.     They  have  one  church. 

The  Tuscaroras  are  industrious  and  thrifty  farmers,  with  fine  im- 
provements and  good  buildings,  and  apparently  all  the  coipforts  of 
civilized  life. 

With  the  Oneidas  and  Onondagas  I  cannot  report  any  material 
change.  They  sustain  schools  that  are  supported  by  the  State  of  New 
York.     They  also  have  churches  that  are  well  attended. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARCUS  H.  JOHNSON, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Census  of  the  New  York  Indians  for  1857. 


Names  of  tribes  and  location. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChUdren. 

Total. 

Senccas.  at  Cattarausrus. ....................... 

321 
192 
U2 

322 
202 
202 

5nl 
347 
266 

1,204 

Allesran?  ........................... 

741 

Tonawanda ................  ..... 

650 

Total  living  Senecas 

695 

726 

1,174 

2,595 

Tnscaroras,  at  Tuscarora. ...............   ...... 

61 

57 

151 

269 

Cavmras  (with  Senecas) .. 

22 

26 

109 

157 

Onondasras  I  with  Senecas) ........ . 

28 

80 

2 

21 

98 

5 

74 

144 

20 

123 

Onondairaff.  at  Onondacra 

322 

Onondatras  (with  Tngcaroraa) .,..   .....r.*.,..... 

27 

110 

124 

238 

472 

Onoidas  at  Oneida .... -..--. 

48 

4 
19 

44 

2 
24 

89 

1 
29 

176 

Oneidas  (with  Senecas)... .. -. 

7 

Oneidas  (with  Onondasras  ................ . 

72 

255 

3,748 
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No.  2. 

Baltimore,  11/A  mo.,  lOth,  1857. 

My  Esteemed  Friend  :  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to  enclose  to  thee  a 
copy  of  a  report  received  from  the  United  States  interpreter  for  the 
New  York  Indians,  representing  the  general  condition  of  the  Indians 
who  have  heea  under  the  care  of  the  Society  of  Friends  ;  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  report  lately  made  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  at 
Baltimore  by  the  committee  representing  that  meeting. 

When  these  Indians  were  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  .they  were  in  as  wild  and  helpless  condition  as  any  of  the 
tribes  on  our  western  frontier.  Under  a  judicious  and  humane  man- 
agement and  instruction,  they  have  become  a  civilized,  peaceable,  and 
industrious  people ;  as  large  a  proportion  of  their  children  are  re- 
ceiving school  education  as  among  the  white  settlements  around 
them  ;  a  great  many  of  them  profess  the  Christian  religion.  One  of 
their  educated  youths  is  now  engaged,  in  conjunction  with  a  mission- 
ary residing  among  them,  in  translating  the  four  gospels  of  the  New 
Testament  into  the  Seneca  language.  Polygamy  no  longer  exists 
among  them  ;  and  their  females,  being  withdrawn  from  field  labor, 
are  engaged  in  their  appropriate  domestic  duties,  and  are  elevated  to 
their  proper  station  and  salutary  influences. 

The  state  of  my  health  has  continued  to  be  so  infirm  that  I  have 
been  very  much  confined,  but  it  is  now  improving  ;  and  being  very 
anxious  to  see  thee  in  reference  to  those  deeply-wronged  people,  I 
hope  before  long  I  shall  be  able  to  make  thee  a  visit. 

Assuring  thee  of  my  esteem,  I  am  respectfully  thy  friend, 

P.  E.  THOMAS. 

J.  W.  Denver,  Commissioner,  dtc. 


No.  3. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  brief  report  of  the  schools,  condition  and  pros- 
pects of  the  Senecas  living  on  the  Cattaraugus  reservation,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

There  have  been,  during  the  past  season,  seven  schools  taught  on 
the  abovesaid  reservation.  The  whole  number  taught  are  two  hun- 
dred and  four,  according  to  the  report  furnished  me  by  the  teachers 
of  the  several  schools.  Average  number  taught,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  ;  number  of  boys  taught,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  and 
that  of  girls,  eighty-eight.  And  those  taught  and  belonging  to  the 
*^  Asylum  for  Orphan  and  Destitute  Children"  number  about  forty- 
seven  ;  making  the  aggregate  number  of  children  taught  on  this  reser- 
vation two  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

The  support  of  the  several  day  schools,  in  the  main,  has  been  from 
State  appropriations  of  last  winter,  amounting,  I  think,  to  about 
$5,000,  to  be  expended  in  the  education  of  the  Indian  children  within 
the  State. 
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From  this  the  Indians  are  now  realizing  a  benefit  which  they  never 
before  have  had,  except  small  appropriations  heretofore  made  by  the 
legislature  of  this  State,  which  did  much  good,  but  insuflScient  for  the 
speedy  advancement  of  the  Indians  in  civilization.  But  since  a  greater 
appropriation  was  made,  the  interests  of  schools  among  the  Indians 
have  increased,  brought  about  principally  by  the  appointment  of  a 
superintendent  of  Indian  schools  living  near  them,  who  has  for  years 
past  taken  great  interest  in  the  civil,  moral,  as  well  as  the  future  wel- 
fare of  the  Indians. 

He  is  a  man  in  whom  we  can  trust  and  have  confidence  to  forward 
with  zeal  that  which  the  Indian  has  for  years  past  so  greatly  needed. 
He  has  stirred  up  the  people  to  the  importance  of  the  education  of 
their  children,  and  of  the  effort  which  the  great  State  of  New  York  is 
now  undertaking  to  bring  about  the  result  contemplated. 

It  is  now  the  plan  of  the  said  superintendent,  E.  M.  Pettit,  to  repair 
such  of  the  school  houses  as  need  repairing,  so  that  they  shall  be  com- 
fortable this  winter,  and  to  build  in  such  neighborhoods  as  need  a 
school  house. 

One  is  about  being  built  in  the  Pagan  neighborhood,  and  although 
there  are  some,  as  I  am  told,  who  are  opposed  to  having  one  built  in 
their  midst,  still  the  few  who  are  in  favor  of  having  one  built  are  de- 
termined to  place  a  house  in  their  midst  where  their  children  can  go 
and  be  taught  to  read  and  understand  the  English  language.  This 
must  and  will  be  accomplished,  the  wheel  of  education  must  continue  to 
roll  onward,  leaving  ignorance,  vice  and  superstition  crushed  in  its  path. 
As  the  flood  rolleth  along  in  its  mad  career  to  its  place  of  destination, 
overcoming  and  tearing  away  every  obstacle  that  lies  in  its  path,  so  must 
the  diamond  lustre  of  every  letter  of  that  term  education  shine  forth  its 
rays  of  light  into  the  dark  mind  of  the  red  man,  leading  him  to  realize 
that  the  destiny  of  the  Indian  has  been  fulfilled,  his  character  has 
become  changed,  and  that  a  new  era  has  now  broken  in  upon  him;  lie 
must  stand  up  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  civilized  world,  and  no 
longer  stoop  to  the  vices  and  superstitions  of  his  forefathers,  or  he 
must  become  extinct.  The  seed  of  prejudice  against  civilization  which 
our  forefathers  planted  in  the  hearts  of  their  children  are  becoming 
uprooted,  and  ttie  pillars  of  ignorance  are  tottering  under  the  influence 
and  weight  of  civilization. 

The  pursuits  of  old  Indian  life  are  being  forgotten;  they  no  longer 
follow  the  deer,  or  march  in  file  along  the  trail,  but  they  now  follow 
their  teams  in  the  field,  and  walk  in  the  trail  of  their  plows.  Their 
minds  are  turned  to  agriculture  and  raising  crops  in  abundance  for 
their  sustenance  during  the  cold  dreary  winter  of  the  north. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  Indians  have  been 
more  industrious  this  season,  and  as  a  consequence  have  raised  at  least 
one-half  more  of  the  different  kinds  of  crops  than  they  have  in  any  one 
year  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  probability,  therefore,  is,  there  will  not  be  as  much  suffering 
for  want  of  food  as  there  was  last  winter.  I  can  say,  with  confidence, 
that  the  Indians  continue  to  improve  in  the  arts  of  civilized  life  as  well 
as  in  their  moral  condition,  for  they  together  go  hand  in  hand. 

It  yet  only  needs  the  kind  and  protective  care  of  friends^  and  indi- 
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vidoals  who  take  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Indians,  to  en- 
courage them  a  little  longer  in  the  undertaking  which  they  have  noir 
begun,  hoping  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Senecas 
will  be  equal,  if  not  superior,  in  civilization  to  those  of  their  neigh- 
bors, the  white  men,  around  them. 

The  ^'Thomas  asylum"  for  orphans  and  destitute  children  con- 
tinues to  prosper  ;  and  since  it  is  but  in  its  infancy,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  it  will  need  the  kind  assistance  of  benovolent  individuals  and 
friends  to  aid  and  care  for  the  poor  orphans  by  donations  or  otherwise 
the  coming  winter ;  though  in  this  respect  the  trustees  of  this  insti- 
tution might  be  better  able  to  lay  the  wants  of  the  institution  under 
their  care  before  the  good  people  than  myself;  but,  merely  from  what 
I  can  judge,  I  can  say  that  they  need  help  to  carry  on  the  good  work. 

Indeed,  it  is  a  happy  thought  to  the  friend  of  the  Indian  to 
know  that  the  Indians  still  continue  to  prosper  and  improve  in  the 
modes  and  habits  of  civilized  life ;  and  in  their  schools,  in  their  farms, 
and  in  the  care  of  providing  better  and  more  comfortable  houses  for 
their  families,  and  barns  for  their  beasts  to  shelter  in,  one  can  see 
that  progress  is  on  the  march  among  the  Indians. 

Hoping  that  the  Great  Spirit  will  continue  to  bless  the  efforts  of 
the  good  friends  who  have  for  many  years  watched  and  cared  for  the 
interests  of  the  Indians,  I  herewith  submit  the  report. 

N.  H.  PARKER, 
United  States  Interpreter  for  the  New  York  Indians. 

Philip  E.  Thomas. 


No.  4. 

[Kxtract8  ] 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
concerns: 

The  committee  on  Indian  concerns  report,  that  during  the  past  year 
they  have  not  made  a  visit  to  the  Indians  at  Cattaraugus,  but  have 
received  frequent  communications  from  them,  asking  advice  and  re- 
questing the  continuance  of  the  care  of  Friends. 

Information  was  forwarded  to  the  committee  in  the  11th  month 
last,  that  notices  had  been  served  upon  the  Indians  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  their  lands  having  been  sold  for  taxes  ;  and  they  further 
stated,  this  matter  had  been  so  managed  that  no  application  had 
been  made  to  them  for  the  payment  of  these  taxes,  nor  had  any  notice 
been  given  of  the  sale,  until  a  warning  was  served  upon  them  to  re- 
move off.  On  our  receipt  of  this  information,  they  were  advised  to 
bring  the  matter  by  petition  before  the  legislature  of  New  York,  and 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  at  Washington, 
as  the  legal  guardian  and  protector  of  these  Indians,  was  solicited  to 
the  case.  George  W.  Manypenny,  the  Commissioner,  as  soon  as  he 
was  informed  of  the  transaction,  wrote  to  the  governor  of  New  York^ 
laid  the  case  before  him,  and  requested  his  attention  to  it. 
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On  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  the  governor,  in  an  official  com- 
munication, called  theic  attention  to  the  subject ;  and  by  the  documents 
submitted  to  them,  with  the  petition  of  the  Indians,  it  appeared  that 
on  an  alleged  claim  for  taxes,  amounting  to  1 1,406  70,  thirty-one 
thousand  eight  hundred  acres  of  some  of  the  improved  and  most  valu- 
able land  of  the  ISenecas  had  been  sold  in  the  manner  here  stated,  at 
prices  varying  from  two  cents  to  about  ten  cents  per  acre,  and  aver- 
aging less  than  eight  cents  per  acre. 

These  facts  and  circumstances  being  fully  exposed  and  explained  in 
the  petition  of  the  Indians,  their  complaint  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, who,  after  a  patient  and  thorough  examination,  reported  that 
the  assessment  '^  on  which  said  lands  bad  been  sold  for  taxes  by  the 
comptroller  was  made  without  authority  of  law."  The  committee 
further  reported,  '^  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  several  treaties- 
heretofore  made  with  the  Senecas,  and  decisions  cf  the  highest  courts 
of  this  State  and  of  the  United  States,  your  committee  are  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  the  Senecas  do  not  hold  the  title  to  the  Cattaraugus 
and  Allegany  reservations  under  the  State  of  New  York,  nor  under 
the  United  States,  but  tneir  title  is  original^  absolute,  and  exdusive. 
And  as  the  Senecas  are  not  citizens  of  this  State,  and  have  no  repre- 
sentative in  our  legislature,  we  can  claim  no  right  to  tax  them." 

Upon  receiving  this  report,  the  legislature  passed  a  law  for  the  re- 
lief of  those  Indians,  in  which  it  is  enacted — 

*^The  title  of  every  lot  or  parcel  of  the  Allegany  reservation,  and 
of  every  lot  and  parcel  of  the  Cattaraugus  reservation,  as  has  been 
heretofore  sold  by  the  comptroller  for  taxes,  is  hereby  released  by  the 
State  to  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians  residing  on  said  reservation." 
And  further,  '^  No  tax  shall  hereafter  be  assessed  or  imposed  on  either 
of  said  reservations,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any  purposes  whatever, 
so  long  as  said  reservations  remain  the  property  of  the  Seneca  nation ; 
and  all  acts  of  the  legislature  of  this  State  conflicting  with  the  pro- 
vision of  this  section  are  hereby  repealed." 

The  statements  in  this  report,  and  the  provisions  in  the  bill  that 
accompanied  it,  manifest  a  benevolent  and  laudable  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  State  of  New  X'ork  to  pro- 
tect the  Senecas  in  their  just  rights,  and  to  assure  to  them  their 
property,  and  any  authority  in  that  State  to  tax  those  Indians  is  dis- 
claimed. It  is  acknowledged  that  the  land  owned  by  them  never  be- 
longed to  the  State  of  New  York ;  and  it  is  also  conceded  that  the 
right  of  these  Indians  to  their  land  never  was  affected  or  impaired  by 
the  fraudulent  treaty  of  1838,  and  that  it  remains  to  be  theirs  '^  with 
the  same  right  and  title  in  aU  things  as  they  had  and  possessed  therein 
immediatelif  be/ore  the  daie  of  that  treaty,  and  that  the  Ogden  Com- 
pany have  no  right  in  or  to  it^  save  only  a  right  to  purchase  it." 

In  addition  to  these  admissions  on  the  part  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  following  assurances  were 
given  to  those  Indians  by  De  Witt  Clinton,  when  governor  :  ''You 
may  retain  your  lands  as  long  as  you  please ;  no  man  can  deprive  you 
of  them  without  your  consent.  The  State  wiU  protect  you  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  your  property. ' '  Added  to  this,  in  a  solemn  declaration  addressed 
to  them  by  General  Washington,  when  he  was  President  of  the  United 
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States,  he  said :  *'  Hear  weU,  and  let  it  be  heard  by  every  person  in  your 
nation,  the  President  of  the  United  States  declares  that  the  general 
government  considers  itsdf  bound  to  protect  you  in  all  the  lands  secured 
to  you  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Stantoixj  in  1784. ' ' 

With  all  these  assurances  and  gaarantees,  the  title  of  the  Senecas 
to  the  lands  they  occupy  rests  upon  the  most  impregnable  foundation 
that  any  title  can  be  placed ;  and  the  investigations  that  became  neces- 
sary by  the  recent  attempts  to  take  from  them  their  comfortable  homes 
have  led  to  more  full  information  respecting  their  title  to  the  land 
they  claim,  and  has  also  placed  before  the  country  the  important  fact, 
that  their  title,  which  is  pronounced  to  be  ^^  original,  ahsdute  and 
exclusive,"  has  been  solemnly  guaranteed  to  them  both  by  the  States 
of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  and  also  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

In  addition  to  this  attempt  to  obtain  possession  of  their  lands,  there 
has  lately  been  another  intrigue  to  get  up  an  emigration  party  among 
them,  under  the  representations  of  a  Cayuga,  who  acted  a  prominent 
part  in  effecting  the  disastrous  removal  of  about  two  hundred  and  thirty 
in  the  year  1846,  and  who  has  been  representing  to  them'that  they 
own  valuable  lands  in  Kansas,  much  preferable  to  their  present  resi- 
dence, to  which  they  might  remove  and  claim.  Notwithstanding 
these  continued  efforts  to  keep  them  in  a  condition  of  uneasiness,  they 
are  represented  to  be  steadily  improving,  at  Cattaraugus,  in  their 
domestic  and  social  condition.  Their  females  are  withdrawn  from 
field  labor,  and  occupy  themselves  in  their  appropriate  domestic  con- 
cerns ;  their  houses  are  therefore  rendered  more  comfortable,  and  are 
kept  in  much  better  condition  than  formerly.  There  appears  to  be  no 
longer  any  opposition  to  their  new  form  of  constitutional  government, 
and  they  are  living  in  more  harmony  than  at  any  time  since  the  treaty 
of  1838. 

In  a  letter  from  one  of  them,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to 
take  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  at  Cattaraugus,  after  remarking  that 
the  people  are  now  all  happily  united,  and  adding  that  their  roads  have 
been  put  in  good  travelling  order,  he  says:  ''  I  have  visited  all  the 
families  for  taking  a  census  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Indian  agent ;  I  found  the  people  generally  well  and  in  a  prosperous 
condition ;  they  are  rapidly  improving  their  lands  and  farms,  and 
the  corn  looks  well  and  delightful ;  their  other  crops  of  such  things 
as  families  use  will  be  plenty  this  year,  but  our  wheat  has  been  some- 
what affected  by  the  weevil — this  insect,  I  find,  has  come  into  this 
country."  The  writer  of  this  is  a  good  practical  farmer,  and  has 
near  one  hundred  acres  of  land  cleared  and  under  cultivation. 

The  orphan  asylum  has  now  under  its  care  fifty  children,  who  are 
kindly  provided  for,  and  such  of  them  as  are  old  enough  are  receiving 
school  education.  There  are  also  in  this  reservation  seven  schools, 
which  are  well  attended,  and  the  whole  number  receiving  education 
is  reported  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Signed  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  committee. 

MATTHEW  SMITH. 
REBECCA  TURNER. 

lO^A  month,  25th,  1857. 
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No.  5. 

MACKINAC  AGENCY. 

Office  Michigan  Indian  Agency, 

Detroit,  October  20,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  after  my  return  from  the 
distribution  of  the  government  annuities  to  the  Chippewas  of  Lake 
Superior  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  this  agency. 

In  my  recent  visit  to  the  Indians  in  the  Lake  Superior  country,  I 
availed  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  ascertain  their  condition,  wants 
and  prospects. 

I  was  happy  to  find  that  in  most  of  them  a  marked  change  was 
going  on  in  their  minds  and  feelings  in  reference  to  their  future 
operations. 

The  fact  that  most  of  them  have  no  fixed  habitations,  and  the  roving 
disposition  that  has  ever  characterized  the  race,  clearly  evince  that 
they  have  never  fully  appreciated  the  idea  of  home,  with  its  comforts, 
conveniences  and  endearments. 

Their  possessions  have  ever  been  in  common,  and  marked  by  exten- 
sive boundary  lines,  and  only  valuable  to  them  as  they  could  pursue 
the  chase  and  secure  the  game  for  present  subsistence. 

The  dissoluteness  and  improvidence,  the  want  of  regard  for  the 
marriage  relation,  and  that  other  great  evil  so  common  among  them, 
especially  with  the  men,  laziness,  with  its  kindred  influences,  maybe 
readily  traced  to  a  cause  or  causes  not  beyond  the  ken  of  the  observing 
and  thoughtful. 

Th«  late  treaties  made  by  the  government  with  nearly  all  the  In- 
dians in  this  agency  have  provided,  in  due  form,  what  I  regard  as 
essential  to  their  elevation  and  prosperity,  viz:  the  agricultural  and 
educational  provisions  made  for  them  ;  colonizing  them  from  their 
scattered  localities  upon  ample  reservations ;  and  their  giving  to  each 
family,  each  unmarried  person  over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  each 
orphan  child,  a  liberal  amount  of  land,  with  proper  restrictions  as  to 
the  power  of  alienation. 

At  each  of  the  points  where  payments  were  made,  those  to  whom 
reservations  had  been  assigned  expressed  a  strong  desire  that  the  land 
should  be  immediately  surveyed,  and  they  would  forthwith  select  their 
lots  and  begin  to  improve  them. 

For  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior,  six  reservations  have  already 
been  made;  two  of  them  have  been  partially  surveyed,  the  remaining 
four  are  unsurveyed. 

The  reservations  are — 

1st.  Grand  Portage. 

2d.  Fond  du  Lac. 

3d.  Old  Buffalo's,  for  his  band. 

4th.  Bad  river. 

5th.  L'Anse  bay,  west  side. 

6th.  L'Anse  bay,  east  side. 
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Upon  all  the  reservations,  with  the  exception  of  Fond  du  Lac, 
more  or  less  of  the  Indians  for  whom  they  were  provided  are  residing. 

The  Fond  du  Lac  Indians  are  preparing  to  remove  to  their  reserva- 
tion early  next  spring,  and  arrangements  have  already  been  made  for 
a  blacksmith  to  be  settled  among  them,  as  provided  for  in  the  treaty, 
and  they  have  made  a  request  that  their  next  payment  be  made  to 
them  at  their  new  home. 

In  consequence  of  the  delay  in  surveying  their  reservations,  evil 
minded  persons  have  in  some  instances  created  distrust  among  the  In- 
dians at  different  points  as  to  the  real  intentions  of  government  to- 
wards them. 

In  some  instances  great  liberties  have  been  taken  on  the  reserva* 
tions  by  white  men  and  half-breeds,  in  cutting  hay  and  timber,  and 
even  pre-empting  lands,  which,  in  every  case  thus  far  that  has  come  to 
my  knowledge,  I  have  promptly  caused  to  be  checked,  with  a  promise 
on  my  part  that  a  repetition  of  the  offence  would  be  visited  with  the 
full  penalty  of  the  law. 

A  dispute  has  arisen  between  the  Indians  on  the  Bad  river  reserva- 
tion and  somo  white  people  on  or  adjacent  to  it  as  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  said  reservation,  the  particulars  of  which  will  be  laid 
before  the  department  at  an  early  day. 

The  Lac  Court,  Orville,  and  Lac  de  Flambeau  Indians,  who  now 
receive  their  pay  at  Bad  river,  have  designated  to  me  the  respective 
localities  they  desire  for  their  reservation,  which,  as  soon  as  they  can 
be  plotted,  will  be  forwarded  for  the  consideration  of  the  department. 

The  Bois  Forte  Indians  are  waiting  with  some  anxiety  to  know 
what  is  to  be  done  with  the  treaty  made  with  them  in  1856  with  my 
predecessor  in  oflSce,  Mr.  Gilbert.  Should  the  treaty  be  ratified  by 
the  government,  they  express  assurances  that  they  will  immediately 
select  their  reservations  and  settle  upon  their  lots,  and  place  them- 
selves at  once  in  a  position  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  the  treaty. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  agency,  I  have  had,  as  I  sup- 
pose my  predecessors  have  had,  the  difficulty  of  the  traffic  in  intoxi- 
cating liquors  among  the  Indians  to  contend  with. 

Unprincipled  men  have  lain  in  wait  for  them,  as  they  have  been  on 
their  way  to  payment,  to  bring  them  under  the  influence  of  strong 
drink,  that  they  might  the  more  easily  rob  them  of  their  earnings. 

They  have  attempted  to  smuggle  it  to  them  during  the  time  of  pay- 
ment, and  as  they  have  returned  from  payment  have  met  them  with 
this  deadly  foe,  and,  without  much  trouble  or  exhibitions  of  conscience, 
have  taken  goods  and  money  distributed  by  the  government  for  the 
benefit  of  themselves  and  familie**." 

I  am  credibly  informed  that,  at  almost  every  payment,  goods  that 
have  been  distributed  by  the  government  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians 
have  been  found  at  different  places,  in  the  hands  of  unprincipled 
traders,  exposed  for  sale  or  appropriated  to  their  own  use. 

In  view  of  this  state  of  things,  I  have,  in  every  instance  save  one, 
made  the  payments  on  Indian  reservations,  thus  removing  them  as 
far  as  possible  from  these  pernicious  influences. 

The  salutary  provisions  of  the  federal  and  State  government  need 
to  be  faithfully  applied  in  this  particular,  to  protect  the  Indians  from 
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those  lawless  marauders,  and  under  the  instructions  and  regulations 
of  the  department  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  overlook  this  part  of 
the  public  service. 

Of  the  educational  interests  of  the  Indians  in  this  agency,  I  may 
say,  since  the  treaties  have  gone  into  efiFect,  commendable  progress 
has  been  made. 

I  regret  the  necessity  of  stating  that  but  few  of  the  teachers  have 
forwarded  to  this  office  their  annual  reports. 

Among  the  Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior  there  are  five  schools,  in 
which  seven  teachers  are  employed,  as  follows :' 
Grand  Portage,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
La  Pointe,  1  school,  2  teachers. 
Bad  river,  1  school,  ^  teachers. 
L'Anse,  east  side  of  bay,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
L'Anse,  west  side  of  bay,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
A  contract  has  been  made  for  the  building  of  a  school  house  for  the 
Chippewas  of  Lake  Superior  on  the  reservation  on  the  west  side  of 
L'Anse  bay. 

I  have  also  designated  a  location  and  approved  a  plan  submitted 
for  buildings  for  a  manual  labor  school  on  the  Bad  river  reservation, 
in  pursuance  of  a  contract  made  by  the  department  with  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  there  are  six  schools  and  six  teach- 
ers, as  follows : 
Point  Iroquois,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
Beaver  Island,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
Grand  Traverse,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
Little  Traverse,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
Cross  Village,  1  school,  1  teacher. 
Sheboygan,  1  school,  1  teacher. 

Several  other  schools  are  in  successful  operation  at  different  points 
in  the  agency,  sustained  by  different  Christian  denominations ;  and  as 
no  reports  have  been  received  at  this  office  setting  forth  their  condi- 
tion, I  am  unable  to  inform  the  department  definitely  respecting 
them. 

I  have  contracted  for  the  building  of  a  school  house  at  Point  Iro- 
quois for  the  benefit  of  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  at  that  point. 

The  reserves  assigned  to  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  under  the  late 
treaty  have  been  partially  surveyed,  and  the  returns  made  to  this 
office  show  that  many  of  the  Indians  have  made  selection  of  their  lots 
and  are  going  forward  with  considerable  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  their  land. 

I  expect  to  leave  to-morrow  morning  to  make  the  payments  at 
Grand  Kapids  and  superintend  in  person  the  removal  of  those  Indians 
to  their  new  home  in  Oceana  county. 

Many  of  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw  removed  a  year  since  to  the  res- 
ervation assigned  them  in  Isabella  county,  where,  after  spending  the 
very  long  and  severe  winter,  they  found  themselves  in  the  spring  re- 
duced to  extreme  destitution  and  suffering  for  the  want  of  food. 

The  department  may  have  observed  in  some  of  the  public  prints  a 
notice  that  there  was  great  suffering  and  distress,  and  even  death,  for 
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the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  some  of  the  northern  counties  of 
this  State.  Over  several  of  these  counties,  were  scattered  the  Chippe- 
was  of  Saginaw  and  the  Swan  Creek  and  Black  River  Indians,  who 
shared  fully  with  their  white  neighbors  in  their  privations  and 
sufferings. 

The  Ottawas  and  Chippewas  and  Chippewas  of  Saginaw  will  need 
some  assistance  from  the  government,  in  the  shape  of  provisions,  until 
they  may  be  able  to  .realize  returns  from  their  lands  another  season. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Pottawatomies  of  Huron,  and  the  Chippe- 
was, Ottawas,  and  Pottawatomies,  desire  to  treat  with  the  govern- 
ment, and  enter  into  the  same  arrangements  as  to  land,  locality,  &c,^ 
as  was  made  in  1855  with  their  brethren,  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas. 

Various  denominations  of  Christians  have  interested  themselves 
among  many  of  the  Indians  of  this  agency  in  improving  their  moral 
and  spiritual  condition,  and  not  without  considerable  success. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  formerly,  they  had  in  charge  their 
tuition  in  every  respect. 

I  feel  it  due  to  all  concerned,  to  acknowledge  them  as  the  true 
friends  of  the  red  man,  and  bid  them  God  speed  in  their  work  and 
labor  of  love. 

Accompanying  this  report  please  find  annual  reports  of  teachers 
in  this  agency,  so  far  as  received  at  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  FITCH, 

Indian  Agent, 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs ^ 

Washington^  D.  C, 
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No.  7. 

Grand  Portagb*,  September  17,  1857. 

Sir:  I  present  the  following  as  my  annual  report  of  the  Grand 
Portage  school,  Minnesota  Territory,  from  October  1,  1856,  to  this 
day.  The  number  of  children  on  the  roll  is  twenty  boys  and  twenty- 
one  girls  ;  the  daily  average  is  nine  boys  and  eight  girls.  The  num- 
ber of  Indian  children,  thirteen  boys  and  fourteen  girls  ;  number  of 
half-breeds,  six  boys  and  four  girls  ;  number  of* white  children,  one 
boy  and  three  girls ;  total,  forty-one.  I  have  no  great  diflSculty  in 
keeping  them  under  reasonable  control ;  but  they  seem  more  willing 
to  commit  to  memory  than  exert  their  mental  faculty  by  studying  ; 
however,  small  children  can  count  in  Indian  and  in  English  ;  the 
children  of  the  best  classes  can  speak  a  little  English,  tell  the  names 
of  all  objects  familiar  to  them,  and  understand  what  they  are  told  in 
English  well.  The  grown-up  men  at  the  evening  school  lose  no  op- 
portujiity  of  improving  themselves  when  they  can  attend ;  eight  of 
themjare  good,  legible  writers,  and  will  soon  know  the  multiplication 
table,  can  spell  well,  and  read  pretty  well.  Some  of  the  young 
womQU,  also,  have  a  great  desire  to  learn.  Three  boys  and  four  girls, 
returped  on  the  children's  roll,  attend  the  evening  schools  in  hurried 
times'.  Our  third  band  of  Indians  are  beginning  to  settle  down  here  ; 
a  fair  prospect  of  having  a  good  school  in  future.  The  roving  habits 
of  the  parents  are  a  great  drawback  to  the  children.  During  the  five 
weeks  at  the  Sugar  Brush  last  spring.  I  had  but  four  white  children 
and  two  half-breeds  attending  school.  The  vacations  were  a  fortnight 
at  Christmas  and  a  week  at  Easter.  The  Indians  are  preparing  to  go 
to  their  fishing  stations,  so,. if  I  have  hard  times,  I  get  easy  starts  ; 
I  take  some  pleasure  in  doing  as  much  as  I  can  for  them  while  they 
are  here.  Evening  schools,  exclusive  of  day  children,  thirteen  men 
and  seven  women.  Total,  of  both  sexes,  thirty-three  males  and 
twenty-eight  females.  I  mean  to  keep  the  average  of  the  evening 
schools  in  future.  The  margin  of  the  roll  shows  the  number  of  days 
every  child  attended  school  since  October  1,  1856. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

TIMOTHY  HEGNEY, 

Teacher. 

A.  M.  Fitch,  Esq., 

Indian  Agent, 
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Annual  report  of  Grand  Portage  Indian  school y  Minnesota  Territory ^ 
fr(m  October  1,  1856,  to  September  17,  1857. 

[The  margin  column  shows  the  number  of  days  that  each  child  attended  rtcb(jol  since 
October  1,  1856.  I  kept  no  roll  for  the  evening  uchooU,  but  will  iu  future  ;  the  names 
marked  with  f  show  that  they  attend  the  evening  schools] 


No. 


1 

2 

3 

4 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 
16 
17 
18 

19 

20 


1 
2 

3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
IV 
15 
16 
17 


Names  of  scholars. 


Maxks. 
Joseph  Memaskkawashf. 

Joseph  Kehekakageboa.. 

Joe  Kehekakageboa 


Thomas  Wagatab- 

Robert  Moran 

Michael  Moran 


Agossit  Mahox 

Otataga 

Atwin -- 

Shlnnum  Naganab. 
Seemo  Lewisf 


Bat  tees  Lewis  . 


Moses  Lewis 

Joseph  Wishgobf- 


Domioick 

Alexi ...... 

Sabatheesh  Wagatab- 
Alexi  Attikans 


Sabatheesh  Wlshgob. 
John  Droullard 


Females. 

Margaret  Naganab . .  .  . , 

Angelic  Naganab 

Agath  Naganab 

Jasett  Boss 

Catherine  Elliott , 

Mary  Hliott 

Ellen  Hegney .. 

Charlotte  Raganasheef  . 
Rosillee  Lewisf 


Angelicf 

Jasett  Morrisonf 

Marias . ..... 

Constance  Kehekakageboa 

Magdalena  ( hiUen 

Philomane  CuUen 

Bosillee  Frank 

Keedeco 

21 


16 


13 

12 

12 
10 

8 


9 
7 

11 
5 

16 

15 
12 
19 

5 
12 

5 
15 

11 


11 
9 
7 

12 
7 
5 
11 
15 
15 

15 

16 

12 

.  8 

5 

7 

5 

6 


Studies  pursued. 


Beading  and  writing  and  a  lit- 
tle figures 

Reading  and  writing  round 
hand 

Spelling  three  syllables  and 
writing  on  paper 

do. ...-do 

......do ...do  . 

Spelling  two  syllables  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  one  syllable 

Alphabet 

Spel ling  one  syllable 

Alphabet , 

Reading  and  writing  and  a  lit- 
tle figures 

Spelling  two  syllables  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  three  syllables  and 
writing  on  paper .. 

Reading  and  writing  round 
hand 

Alphabet.. 

Spelling  one  syllable 

Alphabet ... 

Spelling  one  syllable  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  two  syllables  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Reading  and  writing  on  slate.. 


St 

s  « 


Spelling  one  syllable 

do do 

Alphabet.  ..... 

Spelling  one  syllable 

......do...  —  ..do  .  ........ 

Alphabet 

Reading  and  writing  on  paper. 
......do...... ....do.  ...... 

Spelling  two  syllables  and  wri- 
ting <  n  slate 

......do........do  .  ........ 

do do 

Spelling  one  syllable , 

Alphabet 

......do 


Spelling  one  syllable. 

Alphabet 

do 


Good  .. 

Good.. 

Fair.. 
Fair-. 
Good  -. 

Middling 
Middling 
Slow.. 
Slow... 
Slow... 


Good  ..      63 


53 

153 

181 
158 
177 


173 

132 

27 

98 

59 


Fair... 

Good  .. 

Good  .. 
Slow-. 
Middling 
Slow. . 

Middling 

Middling 
Good  ... 


Middling 
Middling 

Slow... 
Middling 
Middling 

Slow... 

Fair. 

Good  .. 

Good  . 
Fair.. 
Fair... 

Slow 

Slow.. 
Slow... 
Middling 
Slow.. 
Slow.. 


75 

137 

37 
48 
85 
25 

24 

176 
156 


151 
188 
142 
187 
230 
187 
201 
29 

32 
43 
33 
93 
88 
111 
110 
25 
81 
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No. 


18 
19 
20 
21 


Names  of  8chol«re. 


Soocumico 

Nethakimikuk 

Shewanashig 

Memaskageeshigug . 


Studies  pursued. 


4  Alphabet. 

9      do.- 

11  do- 
ll       do.. 


Slow... 
Slow-. 
Middling 
Slow... 


20 
20 
21 
23 


Namea  of  aduUa  at  the  evening  achod. 


8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

IS 


Paul  Memaskkawash. 


Piere  Memaskkawash 

Joseph  Naganab 

Louis  Kehekakageboa 


Michael  Cullen. 
LouiCullen 


Cremo  Attikous. 

Joseph  Attikous. 
Piere  Attikous.  . 


Francis  Attikous  ... 
David  Lapartsham. . 
Joseph 

fienjamin  Wishgob  . 


24 

22 
Married 
Married 

28 
21 

Married 

Married 
Married 

19 

Married 

19 

17 


Spelling  and  writing,  reads  a 

little 

do do 


Spelling  and  writing 

Spelling  and  writing,  reads  a 

little 

do do 


Spelling  one  syllable  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  two  syllables  and  wri- 
ting on  paper 

do do 


Good. 
Good. 
Middling 


Good. 
Good- 


Spelling  and  writing,  reads  a 
little 

Spelling  one  syllable  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  and  writing,  reads  a 
little 

Spelling  one  syllable  and  wri- 
ting on  slate...... 

Spelling  and  writing,  reads  a 

little 

Total 33. 


I  Slow  . 


Good. 
Middling 

Good- 

Middling 

Fair.. 

Middling 

Fair.. 


Namea  of  the  young  woman  attending  the  evening  tehoci. 


Mary  Ann  Dever 

Jane 

Charlotte  riaganashee  . 


Isabella 

Ossekiweemtomak . 
Okeemageeshigug  . 
Isabeth. 


20 

19 

20 

23 
16 
19 
24 


Spelling  two, syllables  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  one  syllable  and  wri- 
ting on  slate 

Spelling  two  syllables  and  wri- 
ting on  paper.. 

do do 


Good. 
.Middling 


Spelling  one  syllable 

do do , 

Spelling  one  syllable  and  wri- 
ting on  slate , 

Total 28. 


Good- 
Good. 
Middling 
Middling 


Good- 


TIMOTUY  HEGNEY,  T^ad^. 
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No.  8. 

L'Ansb,  September  25,  185T. 
Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  the  department,  I 
submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857.  During 
the  year  school  has  been  taught  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  days. 
The  studies  pursued  have  been  reading  and  writing,  geography,  and 
arithmetic.  Below  are  given  the  names  and  ages  of  the  scholars,  and 
the  time  of  their  attendance  at  school  for  the  past  year.  The  attend- 
ance has  been  small,  owing,  in  part,  to  the  fact  that  the  children  are 
often  obliged  to  fish  or  hunt  for  their  living.  Their  parents,  also, 
are  indifferent  whether  the  children  are  at  school  or  at  play.  Some 
system  that  would  place  the  children  more  under  the  control  of  the 
teacher,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  desirable. 

Names  of  scholars  j  their  ages,  and  the  time  of  their  attendance  at  school 

for  the  year  1857. 


Names  of  boys. 

i 

8 
6 
7 
7 
4 
7 
6 
4 
9 
3 

13 
8 

10 
9 

Attendance, 
days. 

Names  of  boys.             ^ 

Attendance, 
days. 

Thomas  Bendry 

David  BedeU 

114 
33 
36 

180 

121 
19 
84 
28 

187 
29 

123 

8 

50 

36 

O-sah-we-be  nis 

Legrand  Rathbum 

Simon  Spruce......... 

13 
8 
21 
14 
12 
10 
14 
10 
7 

7 
4 

50 
44 

Wlat  Bass 

11 

Fletcher  Curtis ... 

Jacob  Spruce. ......... 

16 

Charley  Curtis 

William  Caro ... 

Asa  Spruce  ........... 

23 

Stephen  Spruce 

John  Tyosh. . 

91 

Charley  Hall 

51 

Frank  HaU 

Peter  Tyosh 

94 

Charles  Major 

Asher  Tyosh 

65 

Georee  Maior  .......... 

Tahbus-ekee-shick 

Sabatis  Winebago 

18 

John  Magnant . 

11 

Henry  Magnant 

Benjamin  Nodin 

Thomas  Nongo- ........ 

Henry  Winebago 6 

Joseph  Wisley 7 

49 
19 

Names  of  girls. 

1 

Attendance, 
days. 

Names  of  girls 

1 

Attendance, 
days. 

Martha  Boss - 

7 

5 

20 
12 
10 

7 
24 
10 

7 

10 
18 

62 

37 

23 

44 

10 

93 

15 

185 

93 

122 

107 

Abigail  Caycake 

Nancy  Caycake 

Sophia  MUler 

7 

5 

8 

14 

16 

12 

13 

6 

9 

3 

12 

96 

Emily  Bedell 

25 

Elizabeth  Clukey 

Jenneth  Hottey 

Ibrtha  Hottey 

64 

Jane  NonffO. .......... 

13 

Martha  Nongo 

Lorett  Rathbum 

Susan  Sky . . , 

29 

Mary  Hall 

139 

Rebecca  Jones .......... 

90 

Elisabeth  Major 

Mary  Major            ...... 

Emma  Spruce......... 

24 

Tibish-go-ku-shick 

Elizabeth  Winebago 

Susette  Winebago 

13 

Caroline  Magnant 

Emeline  Millar -   ^ 

18 
29 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  D.  CALEY,  Gov't  Teacher. 
A.  M.  Fitch,  Esq., 

Indian  Agent  j  Detroit^  Michigan. 
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No.  9. 

Report  of  the  Indian  school  on  Garden  Island^  Lake  Michigan^  from 
September  30,  1856,  to  September  30,  1857. 


Namefl. 

Studies. 

,  ProgresB. 

No. 

Age. 

t 

1 

.5 

Weekly  aver- 
age attend- 
ance. 

1 

B0T8. 

Michael  GinwabikiBsi 

Stephen  Beshinanini 

Paul  Beshinanini 

9 

15 
12 
16 
17 

8 

1               Day: 

Slow 1                      2J 

Good 1                     2A 

2 

3 

do 

2- 

J! 

4 

Lewis  Wejigwane .... 

do 

5 

Francis  Mijiga 

t  Slow 

6 

John  Wabishkibineasi 

John  Bidankodoliroe 

Moise  Makatebinessi 

Thomas  Makatebinessi 

Joseph  Oansi ..... 

Fair '                     2J 

Slow 1                     11 

Fair !                     2 

7 

18 

...... 

8 

15 
11 
16 
16 
12 

9 

do__ 

2 

o| 
2i 

3* 

10 

:i_.__do..-: 

11 

Michael  Miskwipwagan  .... 
Moise  Getenabami 

12 

Good 

13 

William  Getenabami  ...... 

9 

14 

Peter  Tehlkabe 

U 
12 
12 
11 
17 
12 

Good 

15 
16 

Michael  Wewinikan 

Louis  Kebeosatan  .... . 

..... 



do 

do 

17 

Jr>hn  MftfiAnihi 

...••.'•... do .... 

18 

19 

V  Joseph  Sagatchiweosse 

Michael 

do 

I_     _do  ___ 

20 

Peter  Witanessa 

u 

21 

Slow 

Good 

21 

Peter  Beiiirwewidanflr 

...... 

22 

Anthony  Bej ig wewidang  ...      16 

Paul  Bejigwewidang 13 

Simon  Bejigwewidang 7 

do 

2S 

do 

24 

....do.... 

?5 

Moise  Migoans.... ..-.. 

16 
11 
13 

....do . 

2 

26 

George  Jim  .... .. 

Slow 

Good.... 
do 

3J 
3* 

4 

?7 

Joseph  Adenimi.  .  ... 

28 

Hyancinthus  Adenimi 

Paul  Ginwabikissi 

9 
13 

29 

do 

J* 

80 

Louis  Jeffwanebi 

9 
23 

...... 

81 

Charles  Bejigwewidang 

John  Adenimi  --.. ... 

Good.... 
....do.... 

do 

....do.... 
do 

0 
0 
0: 

3? 

85 

...... 

88 

Francis  Adenimi ......... 

23 
18 
24 

34 
85 

Peter  Ginwabikissi 

John  Ginwabikissi 

Daily  average  attendance 

GISLB. 

Catharine  Kebeosatan  ..... 

IS 

Ifi 

Slow 

•...do.... 

1 

2 

s 

1 

2 

Mary  Sagatchiweosse I     15 

Mary  Gagibinessi 15 

Theresa 16 

Mary  Witanessa 11 

3 

Good  .... 

... .uo. ... 

4 

& 

:::::::::::  J 
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Names. 

Age. 

Studies. 

Progress. 

No. 

i 

5 

i 

1 

00 

1 

Weekly  aver- 
age  attend- 
ance. 

6 

Catharine  Bejigwewidang.  . . 
Hagdaleine  Bejigwewidang. 

Catharine  Ogidakamig 

Mary  L.  Ogidakamig 

Marv  Ocridakamicr.   ....... 

19 
10 
16 
15 

Good.... 
....do.... 

Days,   2i 

7 

5^ 

8 



Fair 

d.> 

2;^ 

q 

H 

10 

12 
13 

.     ...do... 

^ 

11 

Magdaleine  Jim ....... 

Slow 

Good.... 
dn 

4^ 

1? 

Sarah  Jim     

8 
16 
11 
13 

8 

4 

18 

Angelique  Adenimi 

Agatha  Adenimi ... 

3 

U 

1 1 do 

I' 

15 

Magdaleine  Gin  wabikissi  -  -  - 
Sonhi  Nibinin&rwanebi  . . .  -  - 

J  — 
--.---  .......... do.... 

16 

... -        .                 do 

2 

17 

Mary  Makatebinessi 39 

I/i     "do 

OJ 

18 

Marv  NininfiTfira . .--. 

8 
6 

do.--. 

19 

Gamnesty  Niningga 

1 

?0 

Catharine  Nibiningwanebi..       7 
Mary  Getenabami 7 

i             1 
-  .- 

1 

?1 

01 

?? 

Louipa  Gansi . 

18 
25 

Good 

do 

?3 

Margaret  Gansi 

Daily  average  attendance . 
Total  daily  av.  attendance. 

1 

10 

1      : 

23 

J      1 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  from  my  report,  that  the  attendance  of  the 
children  has  been  very  irregular,  and  their  progress  consequently 
slow.     When  they  attend  daily  they  improve  rapidly. 

I  have  arranged  them  into  classes,  and  encourage  emulation  among 
them.  On  the  contrary,  when  some  have  been  absent  for  several  days, 
they  cannot  maintain  their  places  in  the  classes  to  which  they  pre- 
viously belonged  ;  the  result  is,  they  get  discouraged  themselves,  and 
exert  a  bad  influence  on  the  others.  Their  parents  are  very  negligent 
in  regard  to  sending  them  to  school,  and  to  this  may  be  attributed 
their  frequent  absence.  I  would  suggest,  as  a  remedy  to  correct  this 
evil,  that  the  parents  be  strictly  required  by  the  government  to  send 
their  children  daily  to  school  when  it  will  be  possible  to  do  so. 

The  school  house  is  not  yet  completed.  It  is  built  of  logs,  the  inter- 
stices of  which  are  plastered  on  the  inside  In  order  to  make  it  com- 
fortable for  the  children  during  the  ensuing  winter,  it  should  be  plastered 
and  clapboarded  on  the  outside. 

The  Indians  have  cut  suflBcient  logs  to  make  the  teacher *s  house, 
and  hope  that  the  government  will  build  it  soon.  The  house  in  which 
I  now  reside  belongs  to  the  priest  who  officiates  here.  It  is  very  small, 
and  extremely  cold  in  winter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  O^DONOVAN, 


A.  M.  Fitch,  Esq.,  Indian  Agent. 


School  Teacher. 
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No. 


1 

2 

3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
S« 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 


Names  of  scholars. 


Moses  Jami 

Jacob  JawaneUn 

John  Nyotage 

Gabriel  Ogidanakwad 

Francis  Waieje 

Basil  Eshkibagawa 

Ignatius  Saki 

Benjamin  Nadowegivessa. 

Jeremy  Kijibinessi .... 

Francis  Onenagoos 

George  Dayly 

Matthew  Bwanishig 

Cas|>ar  Kimiwanaam 

Peter  Niganikwaam . 

Mclchior  Saki 

Daniel  Dayly 

Aloysins  Osawanimiki 

John  Bapt.  Waieje 

Stephen  Jajitawan 

Joseph  Medwegwen 

William  Animikwaam 

Alexander  Bwanishing 

Francis  Itawigijigwebl 

John  Baptist  Shomin 

Joseph  Eniweshki .... 

Samuel  Medwegwen 

Moses  Itawigijlgwebi 

William  Nadowegwessa.  . 

Lewis  Saki 

Simon  Osawanimiki 

Michael  Neangebi 

Moses  Medwegwen. 

Michael  Wabigag 

Francis  Saganakwandon  .  . . 

John  Baptist  Saki , 

Lewis  Giogima , 

Isaac  Nadowegwessa 

Lewis  Kinio...... , 

Lewis  Niganikwaam 

Joseph  Shomin 

Joseph  Migissima 

Michael  Mabaso 

Samuel  Animikwaam . 

Benjamin  Pines! wegij i k  ... 


Tn. 

4 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

10 
11 
11 
11 
12 
12 
12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
14 
14 
14 
15 
15 
18 
18 
20 


11 

n 


Seldom  .. 

do.... 

do 

..--do.... 

Middling. 

Regular  . . 
do 

Seldom  .. 

Middling . 

Seldom  .. 

Regular  . . 
--.do.... 
do 

Middling. 

Regular  .. 
-..-do-.-. 

Middling. 

Regular  . . 

Middling. 
— -do.... 
do 

Regular  - . 

Seldom  .. 

Regular.. 
do 

Seldom  .. 

Middling. 

Regular  . . 
....do.... 

Seldom  .. 

Middling. 

do 

-.-.do... 
do 

Regular  . . 

Middling. 
do 

Regular.. 

Middling . 

Regular  . . 

Middling. 
..--do..., 
do 

Seldom  .. 


Studies  pursued. 


Sp. 


Sp. 
Sp. 

Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 


Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 


Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 

Wr" 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr 
Wr. 
Wr. 


Progress. 


Good, 
-do.. 


-do. 
..do- 
..do. 


..do 

-do 

Slow 

Middling, 
-do 


Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr 
Wr 


Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 

Ar." 


Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 
Ar. 


Fair 

Middling. 

Good 

--do 

-do 

..do 

.-do 

Pair 

..do .- 

Good 

-.do 

.-do 

Middling  . 

Fair 

.-do 

Slow 

Fair 

Middling  . 

Good 

Middling  . 

CJpod 

..do 

-do. 

-.do, 

Fair 

Slow 

Middling. 

Good 

Middling  . 

Good 

-.do 

..do 

-do 

..do 


BROTHER  AEGIDIUS  BROSIUS,  Thacher, 
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No. 


3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 


Names  of  scholars. 


Frs, 
3 


Bernard ine  Idokamigo  ... 

Anastasia  Jigwatcha 

Elizabeth  Qisisswahe 

Susan  Nadowegwessa  . — 

Susan  Assinabe 

Af^atha  Anlmikwaam 

Aloy sia  Sbomin 

Helen  Niganikwaam 

Veronic  Anowabe 

Marget  Qiogima 

Christina  Wabigag 

Katharine  Nijotage 7 

Philomena  Kistowakwad 7 

Elizabeth  Waieje 

Mary  Anowabe 

Marget  Jami 

Christina  Shomin. 

Mary  Ann  Kijibinesei 

Mary  Jawanibin — ......... 

Jane  Ogidanakwad 

Agatha  Jami 

Angelic  Gijigwa 

Mary  Ann  Nissawakwad 

Katharine  Wabigag j  10 

Elizabeth  Niganikwaam !  10 

Magdal en  Jawanibin ...I  11 

Theresia  Jajitawan [  11 

Angelic  Jig watcha. 11 

Theresia  Ogidanakwad '  11 

KAtharine  Shomin I  13 

Theresia  Dayly 13 

Elizabeth  Jajitawan 13 

Nensi  Jami 13 

Theresia  Wabigag 16 

Sophy  Kinis 16 

Angelic  Eniweshke ,  17 

Mary  Eshkibagawa 19 

Mary  Omasinaiianskwe ,   19 

Elizabeth  Nachiwegeve 19 

Katharine  Kinis 21 


11 


t 

g 

< 


Seldom... 

do.... 

Middling . 
Seldom... 
Regular  .. 
Seldom... 
Regular  .. 
Middling . 

do 

Seldom... 
Regular  .. 
Middling . 
Regular  .. 
Seldom... 
Middling . 

do 

Seldom... 
Regular  .. 
Middling . 

do 

Regular  .. 
Middling . 
Regular  . . 

do 

do 

Middling  . 
Seldom... 
Regular  .. 
Middling . 
Regular  .. 
...-do-.-. 
Middling  . 
Regular  .. 
Middling 
-...do.... 
....do.... 
Regular  .. 
Middling  . 

do 

....do.... 


Studies  pursued. 


8p. 


8p. 
8p. 

8p. 


Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
tip. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 


Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
Sp. 
-I  Sp. 


Wr. 
Wr 
Wr. 


Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 
Wr. 


Progress. 


Good  ... 
...do... 


.--do..-. 
Middling. 
Good 


Fair 

Good 

...do.... 


Slow 

MiddUng. 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

.-..do-.-. 


Fair 

Middling. 

do 

.-..do..-- 


Fair 

Good 

..-.do  —  . 
Middling . 

Fair 

Middling. 

Slow 

Good 

do 

Fair 

do 

do . 

Middling. 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

do 

....do...- 
..--do---. 


SISTER  ROSA,  FmaU  Teacher, 


N.  B  The  above  predicates  of  progress  are  to  be  understood  as  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  time  which  the  scholars  attended  school  The  school  is  kept  daily,  (except  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays,)  four  hours  for  the  boys  and  four  hours  for  tfie  girls,  separately, 
vis :  two  hours  for  each  in  the  forenoon,  and  also  in  the  afternoon. 

JOHN  B    WEIKAMP,  Principal  Tkaeher. 

A.  M.  Fitch,  Esq.,  Indian  Agent, 
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AGENCY  IN  VIClNrrY  OF  GREEN  BAY. 

MoNOMONEE  Agency, 
Keshenay  Shawano  ccvnty,  Wiscoruiin,  September  10,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  following  my  first  annual  report,  and 
the  number  of  Indians  living  within  the  same,  and  their  occupations. 
It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  he  able  to  state,  that  the  Indians  within 
my  agency  have  done  very  well  during  the  time  that  I  have  been  with 
them  ;  everything  passed  along  quietly,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  interruptions,  which  were  caused  by  whiskey  having  been  brought 
within  the  Menomonee  country. 

The  Menomonee  Indians  have  raised  nearly  eight  hundred  acres  of 
corn,  potatoes,  and  all  kinds  of  grain,  as  exhibited  in  the  table  annexed 
to  the  farmer's  annual  report. 

Nearly  one  hundred  of  the  old  Indian  wigwams  have  disappeared 
during  the  last  summer,  and  good  log  houses  have  been  built  in  their 
places  ;  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  have  been 
used  by  the  Menomonee  Indians  for  that  purpose. 

The  different  branches  of  the  Menomonee  school  have  been  kept  in 
the  best  order ;  the  scholars  have  been  very  attentive,  and  made  good 
progress  in  all  their  studies,  except  music,  the  most  of  them  not  having 
the  necessary  education  yet  to  be  instructed  in  music  with  good  suc- 
cess.    I  have  therefore  informed  Mr.  Ostroph,  the  teacher  of  music, 
that  after  the  expiration  of  the  third  quarter  his  services  as  such  are  no 
more  needed.     Mr.  John  Werderhoff,  the  Menomonee  carpenter,  and 
the  young  Menomonees  under  his  employ,  have  given  our  little  village 
a  city-like  appearance  by  building  two  new  stores  and  a  fine  bridge 
across  the  Wolf  river.  The  carpenter  having  resigned  his  office  on  the 
thirty-first  of  July  last,  a  great  part  of  the  work  on  one  of  the  stores 
had  to  be  performed  by  Indians,  without  the  assistance  of  a  white  man  ; 
they  got  along  rather  slow,  but  the  work  is  done  well.     As  I  have 
been  unable  to  find  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  carpenter's  place,  the 
same  remains  vacant  yet.    Mr.  J.  Wetzel,  the  blacksmith,  has  had  a 
larger  amount  of  work  to  do  than  any  previous  year,  which  is  owing  to 
the  increase  of  farming  and  building  by  the  Indians  ;  he  does  not  only 
common  blacksmithing,  but  also  makes  all  kinds  of  tools,  repairs  guns, 
&c.,  and  is  just  the  man  wanted  at  this  place.     The  saw  mill  has 
done  a  good  business  during  the  months  of  July  and  August ;   the 
water  having  been  very  low  for  the  last  two  weeks,  we  cannot  saw 
over  eighteen  hundred  feet  of  lumber  per  day  now. 

The  grist  mill  is  not  commenced  yet,  as  I  have  been  waiting  for 
instructions  in  relation  to  it,  but  I  shall  give  out  the  contract  for 
building  it  as  soon  as  I  am  instructed  so  to  do.  The  grain  raised  by  the 
Indians  and  on  the  central  farm  will  be  of  but  little  use  unless  we  can 
get  it  ground,  and  the  grist  mill  should  necessarily  be  built  this  fall ; 
it  would  also  be  an  inducement  for  the  Menomonees  to  raise  more  grain 
hereafter. 
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The  work  on  the  central  farm  has  been  carried  on  by  Mr.  Frederick 
Haas,  the  farmer,  with  energy  and  good  result;  the  crops  look  fine,  and 
promise  an  abundant  yield;  I  must  say,  to  his  credit,  that  a  great 
many  of  the  young  Menomonees  under  his  employ  can  swing  the 
scythe  and  handle  the  plough  as  well  as  a  white  man.  I  have  instructed 
the  farmer  to  seed  down  every  piece  of  land  on  the  central  farm  (that 
is  fit  for  it)  with  tame  grass,  which  will  lessen  the  work  on  the  cen- 
tral farm,  and  enable  him  to  be  of  more  help  to  them  in  breaking  their 
new  ground  and  enlarging  their  clearings;  and  in  this  way  oblige 
them  to  work  on  their  own  farms,  instead  of  working  on  the  central 
farm  for  money,  by  which  they  neglect  their  work  at  home,  as  experi- 
ence has  shown.  Should  the  rule  which  was  adopted  by  the  Menomo- 
nee  Indians  in  general  council  on  the  fourth  day  of  September  last, 
(of  which  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  on  the  eighth  following,)  meet  with 
your  approval,  and  then  put  a  stop  to  the  whiskey  traffic  within  the 
Menomonee  country,  then  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  the  Menomonee 
Indians  will  have  good  farms  in  two  or  three  years  from  now,  and  will 
be  able  to  raise  produce  enough  for  their  own  wants  and  more  ;  but 
this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  keeping  the  whiskey  from  them,  and 
I  think  the  rule  above  referred  to,  if  properly  carried  out,  will  answer 
the  purpose.  The  Stockbridge  and  Munsee  Indians,  being  within  my 
agency,  have  done  as  well  as  could  be  expected.  As  it  was  impossible 
to  get  the  farming  implements  here  in  due  time  last  spring,  on  account 
of  the  late  opening  of  navigation,  they  were  obliged  to  do  the  most 
of  their  work  by  hand,  and  consequently  did  not  plant  as  much  as 
they  would  have  planted  had  their  ploughs  been  brought  sooner ;  they 
have  made  great  preparations  during  last  summer  for  winter  and 
spring  crops,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  next  year  they  will  raise 
nearly  all  the  produce  they  want.  Several  families  of  the  Stockbridge 
Indians  have  moved  here  lately  and  commenced  building  their  houses; 
but  as  the  improvement  money  which  was  transferred  to  me  by  the 
former  superintendent,  Francis  Huebschmann,  has  been  nearly  all  ex- 
pended, a  part  of  that  fund  should  be  turned  over  to  the  agent  as  soon 
as  practicable  to  enable  them  to  finish  their  houses  before  winter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  MOSCOWITT, 

Indian  Agent. 

J.  W.  CuLLEN,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Paid,  Minnesota. 


Table  shoioing  the  number  of  each  tribe  of  Indians  ivithin  the  Monomonee 

agency. 

Name  of  trilMj. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children 

Total. 

Stockbridges - .---- .- 

85 

9 

358 

93 

11 

425 

J72 

38 

914 

350 

Munsees  ..     - - ........ 

58 

ftIenomone<?8      ...........       ..     .      .-.. 

1,697 

452 

529     1       1,124 

2,105 

I 


330  REPORT   OF   THE 

The  Stockbridgeg  and  Munsee  Indians  are  mostly  all  farmers.     Oat  of 
the  358  men  of  the  Menomonee  nation,  there  are  employed  in  the 
chase  -------  58 

In  farming     -------  150 

In  all  kinds  of  labor 100 

In  mechanical  pursuits  -----  50 

358 


Table  showing  the  number  of  feet  of  lumber  used  for  specific  purposes , 
since  the  date  of  my  taking  charge  of  the  Menomonee  Indian  agency, 
up  to  tJie  date  of  this  report. 


For  what  purpose  used. 


For  building  houses  by  Menomonee  Indians 

For  building  a  church  by  Menomonee  Indians 

For  coffins  and  grave-yard  fences - 

For  fences  on  the  central  farm 

For  bridge  across  the  Wolf  river 

For  two  stores - -- 

For  building  houses  by  Stockbridge  *  nd  Munsee  Indians. 

Total 


No.  of  feet. 


120,000 
30,  000 

1,200 
25,000 

6,000 
25,000 
21,100 


228, 300 


As  I  took  charge  of  the  office  of  Menomonee  agent  on  the  27th  of 
March  last,  only  five  and  a  half  months  have  passed,  up  to  the  date  of 
this  report,  during  which  time  the  above  stated  amount  of  lumber  has 
been  used,  which  will  be  proof  to  you  that  the  Indians  have  done 
well  during  the  past  summer. 


No.  12. 

Keshena,  September  1,  1857. 
Sir:  Since  my  opening  of  the  school  for  the  Menomonee  Indian 
children',  the  number  that  have  attended  the  school  was  from  thirty 
to  ninety,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  seventeen ;  all  of  them  were 
ignorant  of  any  kind  of  study,  except  a  few  that  knew  the  A,  B,  C. 
I  presume  that  they  were  all  new-comers  ;  but  I  am  happy  to  state, 
that  at  the  end  of  my  first  term  I  had  twenty  reading  in  the  first  book, 
thirty  in  the  spelling  class,  and  the  remainder  in  the  alphabet.  In 
order  to  insure  a  regular  attendance,  I  have  been  frequently  compelled 
to  leave  the  school  and  look  for  a  part  of  my  pupils  who  were  secreted 
in  some  spot  playing,  and  send  them  to  school.  This  second  term  I 
had  not  quite  as  many  as  the  first ;  the  elder  boys  were  busily  engaged 
in  gardening,  putting  up  fences,  &c.;  however,  they  have  appeared 
again  in  school  when  their  work  was  completed,  and  have  resumed 
their  studies.     No  doubt  their  absence  from  school  retarded  their  pro- 
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gress  of  study,  and  caused  some  more  trouble  to  me  ;  but  I  was  satis- 
fied to  see  them  taking  the  hoe  and  the  rake  into  their  hands,  helping 
their  parents  in  the  field  and  meadow.  Those  who  have  been  more 
regular  in  their  attendance  are  making  good  progress  in  the  arts  of 
writing  and  arithmetic.  Many  of  them  possess  a  good  talent  for 
music,  and  solve  the  notes  as  easy  as  they  would  say  their  A,  B,  C, 
which  they  supposed  at  the  beginning  to  be  very  difficult  to  learn. 

The  result  would  be  much  more  gratifying,  and  the  attendance  more 
regular,  if  there  was  a  public  examination  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
a  distribution  of  some  kind  of  premiums  as  a  reward  for  their  diligence 
and  application. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  M.  OSTROPH, 
Teacher  and  Professor  of  Music. 

Frederick  Moscowitt,  Esq., 
Indian  Agent. 


No.  13. 

Keshena,  September  12,  1857. 

Sir  :  Again  it  becomes  my  duty  to  present  my  annual  report,  the 
third  since  the  establishment  of  the  school  under  my  care,  and  I  am 
happy  to  add  that  its  influence  already  is  manifesting  itself  in  the 
home  circles  of  its  many  scholars. 

The  school  during  the  past  year  has  been  remarkably  well  attended, 
and  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  its  views  are  well  understood  and  highly 
appreciated. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  deep  interest  ever  mani- 
fested towards  the  school  by  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Menomonees  ; 
and,  with  a  sincere  and  confident  belief  that  it  gives  full  and  perfect 
satisfaction,  I  entertain  the  hope  that  the  following  catalogue  of 
articles  made  in  school  since  my  last  report  will  meet  with  the  same 
feeling  from  you : 

Clothing  for  men,  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  for  boys,  two 
hundred  and  sixty -four  ;  for  women,  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  ; 
for  girls,  four  hundred  and  four  ;  socks  knit,  ninety-two  pairs  ;  mit- 
tens, six  pairs  ;  gloves,  two  pairs. 

Respectfully, 

JANE  DOUSMAN, 

Teacher. 

Mr.  Moscowitt. 
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No.  14. 

Kbshena,  September  12,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  of  the  school 
under  my  care. 

The  entire  number  oF  scholars  admitted  during  the  last  session  was 
fifty-five,  including  three  white  children,  (not  registered,)  who,  by 
their  exemplary  demeanor  in  school,  were  very  advantageous  to  the 
Indian  pupils,  of  whom  many  were  new  scholars  and  pagans  who 
had  never  enterel  a  school  room.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the 
scholars  comply  cheerfully  with  the  school  regulations,  and,  consider- 
ing the  disadvantage  which  is  theirs  of  learning  a  language  not  fully 
understood,  leads  me  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
the  various  efforts  made  have  been  attended  with  a  good  degree  of 
success. 

Average  number  that  have  attended  daily,  twenty-two  to  thirty- 
seven.  The  studies  which  have  been  pursued  were  spelling,  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic ;  five  of  the  pupils  studied  geography,  six  are 
yet  in  their  letters.  On  Fridays  some  of  the  pupils  attend  the  sewing 
school;  their  improvement  with  the  needle  and  knitting  is  very  good. 

For  further  information,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  monthly 
registers. 

Very  respectfully, 

ROSALIE  DOUSMAN, 

Teachei\ 

F.  MoscowiTT,  Esq., 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  15. 

Kesiiena,  Menomonee  Agency, 

September  14,  1857. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Indian 
department,  I  very  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report,  with  a  list 
attached  exhibiting  the  number  of  acres  of  the  different  kinds  of  pro- 
duce raised  this  season  by  individuals  of  the  different  bands  of  the 
Menomonee  Indians,  which  will  show  you  that  the  farming  of  the 
Menomonees  has  fully  reached  my  expectations  expressed  in  my  last 
annual  report,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  they  will  raise  as 
much  more  next  year  if  they  have  teams  enough  to  do  it  with  ;  in 
tact,  they  would  have  planted  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred acres  more  produce  had  it  not  been  for  the  late  opening  of  spring 
and  the  want  of  more  teams.  They  have  at  least  as  much  more  land 
fenced  in  and  partly  cleared  as  is  now  under  cultivation.  The  high 
water  having  carried  away  the  embankment  of  our  mill-race  several 
times,  just  at  the  time  when  ploughing  was  most  needed,  caused  some 
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delay  in  ploughing  for  the  time,  on  account  of  being  obliged  to  take 
men  and  teams  from  the  ploughs  to  repair  the  embankment,  to  avoid 

freater  damage  to  the  mill  and  lumber  yard.  I  have  done  all  for  them 
possibly  could.  The  few  teams  left  under  my  charge  have  been 
busily  engaged  since  we  stopped  ploughing  with  hauling  timber  to 
finish  the  bridge  across  the  Wolf  river,  making  a  road  to  it,  and 
hauling  logs  and  lumber  to  build  their  houses.  They  have  built 
nearly  one  hundred  log  houses  this  summer,  and  I  believe  that  in  a 
year  or  two  all  the  wigwams  will  disappear  from  the  Menomonee 
reservation.  There  has  been  hay  enough  made  by  the  difierent  bands 
to  keep  ten  yoke  of  cattle  more  than  they  have  at  present.  They  also 
have  men  enough  among  them  who  can  be  trusted  with  oxen  and  take 
good  care  of  them,  therefore  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
eight  yoke  of  oxen  more  be  bought  early  next  spring  so  as  to  facili- 
tate the  farming  arrangements.  In  relation  to  the  sugar  crop,  and 
furchasing  cows  for  them,  I  refer  you  to  my  second  quarterly  report, 
have,  with  the  assistance  of  young  men  under  my  charge,  cut  and 
stacked  between  thirty-five  and  forty  tons  of  hay ;  but  after  being 
satisfied  that  I  could  get  hay  put  up  cheaper  by  the  ton,  we  contracted 
for  twenty-six  tons.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  all  the  crops  are  first- 
rate  ;  the  rye,  spring  wheat,  and  oats  raised  on  the  central  farm,  have 
been  put  up  in  the  Menomonee  barn.  With  regard  to  the  grist  mill, 
I  would  suggest  that  the  same  be  built  this  fall,  as,  without  the  mill, 
the  grain  raised  by  the  Indians  and  on  the  central  farm  would  be  of 
little  use.  I  am  sorry  to  state  that  one  of  the  horses  bought  last  fall 
for  the  Menomonee  Indians  died  by  straining  his  back  ;  also  one  of 
the  oldest  oxen  died  last  winter  ;  one  I  had  butchered,  he  being  lame 
for  over  three  months,  and  could  never  have  been  cured ;  another 
broke  one  of  his  legs,  which  I  had  slaughtered  also  ;  both  being  in 
good  order,  I  distributed  the  naeat  among  the  Menomonees.  With 
regard  to  the  horses,  I  would  recommend  either  to  sell  the  one  we 
have  at  present,  as  we  cannot  work  him  alone,  or  buy  a  good  stallion 
to  work  with  him,  as  the  Indians  have  a  great  many  breeding 
mares  which  will  enable  them  to  raise  a  better  stock  of  horses,  and 
such  as  they  could  work  with  satisfaction.  All  the  buildings  at  the 
agency  being  partly  sheathed  with  boards  outside  and  lathed  inside, 
in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  lime,  I  am  about  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  making  lime  out  of  marl,  which  I  am  convinced  will  result 
satisfactorily. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  HAAS, 

Indian  Agent. 
Frbdbrick  Moscowiti,  E^q.,  Indian  Agent. 
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Number  of  acres. 


Names. 


Oshkosh's  band 

Shonoiew's  band 

Awahshasha  band  — ... 

Corrou'g  band 

Wawhechon's  band 

Waw  Kaw's  band 

Peqaah  Kenah's  band  ... 
Shawanopenopiew's  band 

Lamette's  band .. 

Keshennh'g  band 

Komenikau's  band 

Central  farm 
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18 

58 
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'5" 


18 


2 
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1 
10 


43|   224 
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21 
64 
84 

32 

lit 

m 

3l| 

121 

154 

54 


2084 


91| 
66^ 
29 
98} 
59 
103} 
106| 
48i 
103 
37 
42 
79} 


864} 


No.  16. 


NORTHERN  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

Office  of  Northern  Superintbndency, 

St.  Paid,  September  28,  1857. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  and 
usages  of  the  department,  I  have  the  honor  hereby  to  submit  my 
annual  report  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  various  Indian  tribes 
under  this  superintendency. 

On  the  10th  of  June  I  reached  Milwaukie,  and  relieved  my  prede- 
cessor, Francis  Huebschmann,  esq.,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  my  official  duties.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season,  and  from 
difficulties  and  delays  experienced  among  the  Sioux,  I  was  unavoid- 
ably prevented  from  attending  all  the  spring  and  summer  payments, 
and  visiting  in  person  all  the  agencies  and  tribes  under  this  superin- 
tendency. As  this  delay  originated  from  circumstances  that,  I  trust, 
will  not  again  arise,  I  anticipate  that  I  shall,  before  winter,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  meeting  all  the  tribes  under  my  charge,  and  be  able,  from 
personal  observation  and  inspection,  to  report  upon  their  condition 
and  progress. 

From  the  duty  which  the  provision  of  the  last  Congress  imposed 
upon  superintendents,  by  requiring  payments  to  be  made  directly  in 
person  by  them  of  all  matters  of  treaty  stipulations,  I  anticipate, 
from  the  experience  thus  far  obtained,  that,  by  the  direct  intercourse 
thereby  created,  a  clearer  and  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  absolute 
condition,  progress,  wants,  and  necessities  of  the  various  Indian 
tribes  will  thus  be  attained  than  has  heretofore  been  possessed  by 
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superintendents,  who  have  necessarily  been  obliged  to  rely  upon  the 
reports  of  agents  for  such  iaformation. 

Although  this  requirement  imposes  greater  labor,  and  increases 
the  necessity  of  additional  clerical  assistance,  yet  I  am  clearly  of  the 
opinion  that  this  provision, /atYA/tiKy  carried  out,  will  produce  favor- 
able results  in  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs.  I  am  satisfied 
that  upon  the  Indians  a  highly  beneficial  impression  is  produced,  and 
a  more  perfect  confidence  in  the  faithful  performance  of  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  them  will  be  created,  thereby  removing  that  which  has 
been  hitherto  a  fruitful  source  of  complaint. 

The  Winnebagoes  I  found,  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  them  in 
June  last,  when  I  paid  them  their  annuities,  to  be  apparently  well 
satisfied,  happy,  and  contented,  under  the  excellent  management  of 
their  agent,  J.  E.  Fletcher,  esq.,  who  is  perfectly  devoted  to  their 
interests,  and  presents  the  anomaly  of  an  officer  who  occupies  a  posi- 
tion from  an  anxious  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  over  whom 
he  has  been  in  charge  for  nearly  ten  years,  and  during  that  time  he 
has  watched  with  care  the  interests  of  these  Indians,  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  own  health  and  comfort. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  thus  referring  to  this  excellent  officer  from 
the  fact  that  the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  holds  to  be  of  far  higher 
importance  than  conciliation  of  any  personal  popularity  or  advance- 
ment. 

The  Winnebagoes  are  located  upon  nine  townships  of  land,  a  por- 
tion in  Blue  Earth  county,  and  a  portion  in  the  county  of  Le  Sueur. 
Their  reservation  comprises  a  body  of  land  that  possesses  agricultural 
advantages  of  the  highest  character,  though  much  larger  than  the 
requirements  of  the  Indians  demand.  The  rapid  settlement  of  the 
country  in  the  vicinity  and  the  great  demand  for  land  for  settlement 
create  already  earnest  appeals  for  the  reduction  of  the  reservation  of 
these  Indians  to  that  size  which  would  be  actually  necessary  to  their 
immediate  wants  and  requirements. 

The  settlement  of  a  certain  stipulated  quantity  of  land  upon  each 
head  of  the  family,  and  the  disposal  of  the  balance,  has  been  sug- 
gested, and  would  meet  with  some  consideration,  provided  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  system  of  thus  individualizing  them  had  progressed 
far  enough  to  make  them  in  gradual  approximation  to  habits  of  civ- 
ilized life.  As  a  general  thing,  these  Indians,  as  all  others  of  the 
race,  are,  for  the  most  part,  indolent  and  disinclined  to  the  necessities 
of  labor.  The  annuities  paid  them  are  considered  by  them  as  merely 
compensatory  in  their  character  ;  and,  gifted  with  no  positive  idea  of 
benevolence,  they  form  no  just  appreciation  of  any  efforts  of  a  bene- 
ficiary character  made  for  them  by  the  government,  but  consider  that 
whatever  is  done  for  them  is  to  recompense  them  for  what  benefits 
they  have  conferred  in  leaving  their  lands.  The  magnificent  domain 
which  they  now  possess  they  consider  as  valuable  only  so  far  as  they 
can  dispose  of  it  to  meet  their  requirements  when  the  annuities,  which 
they  at  present  receive  from  the  government,  have  expired. 

I  cannot  suggest  any  practical  method  of  divesting  them  of  these 
ideas,  unless  it  be  by  the  individual  farming  system,  which  gradually 
destroys  their  present  banded  system,  and  creates  in  each  individual 
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member  of  the  tribe  an  interest  in  the  soil,  which  must  result  in  mar 
terially  advancing  their  progress  towards, civilization. 

The  accompanying  report  of  Agent  Fletcher  contains  particular  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  amount  of  farming  land  under  cultivation 
at  the  present  time,  and  the  progress  made  during  the  past  year  in 
civilization,  &c.,  and  exhibits  a  very  flourishing  condition  in  their 
general  deportment  and  comfort. 

Of  the  moral  condition  of  the  Winnebagoes  I  cannot  speak  in  very 
flattering  terms.  Though  they  do  not  commit  any  depredations  upon 
the  whites,  yet  complaints  are  continually  made  that  they  wander 
among  the  settlements  in  the  vicinity.  However,  there  exists  at  pres- 
ent a  highly  favorable  feeling  among  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  and 
great  efforts  are  made  by  them  to  restrain  the  members  of  their  tribe 
from  doing  anything  that  would  prejudice  them  in  the  estimation  of 
their  Great  Father  or  the  whites  ;  yet,  from  the  fact  that  idleness  is  a 
prevailing  vice  among  them,  the  young  men  are  too  apt  to  disregard 
the  instructions  of  their  wise  men,  and  they  have,  from  their  long  in- 
tercourse with  the  whites,  adopted  many  of  the  vices  which  prevail 
too  frequently  to  not  a  small  extent  along  our  border  towns,  most 
especially  those  of  gambling  and  intoxication.  When,  however, 
labor  becomes  with  them  an  inclination,  these  evils  will  disappear. 

Considering  the  fact  that  these  Indians  have  been  so  long  without 
a  stable  home — having  been  the  residents  of  four  different  States,  and 
as  often  removed — I  have  hopes  that  at  no  distant  day  their  progress 
from  their  present  habits  to  those  of  civilized  life  can  be  anticipated. 

The  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi,  under  the  treaties  of  July  23  and  Au- 
gust 5,  1851,  are  known  by  their  separate  tribal  terms  of  Med-a-wa- 
kan-toan  and  Wah-pa-ku-ta,  or  Lower  Sioux,  Bisiton  and  Wah-pe-ton, 
or  Upper  Sioux,  and  are  under  one  agency.  C.  E.  Flandrau,  esq., 
their  late  agent,  having  received  the  appointment  of  United  States 
district  judge  in  July  last,  has  been  absent  on  official  duties,  and  the 

E resent  appointee,  J.  R.  Brown,  not  having  up  to  this  date  filed  his 
ond  in  this  office,  as  required  by  instructions  of  September  11,  pre- 
vious to  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  agent,  these  In- 
dians consequently  have  been  during  the  past  summer  without  any 
direct  charge  of  an  agent.  Having  been  necessarily,  from  the  nature 
of  circumstances  which  I  have  detailed  in  my  reports  to  you  under 
date  July  8  and  26,  detained  among  them,  I  have  given  a  particular 
attention  to  their  wants  and  necessities  as  far  as  possible,  which  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  do ;  but  have  experienced  great  inconvenience 
from  the  absence  of  their  efficient  agent,  which  added  much  to  the 
multiplied  labors  of  this  office,  besides  delaying  me  from  visiting  the 
other  agencies  in  this  superintendency. 

I  reached  the  Sioux  agency  on  the  3d  of  July  last,  and  remained 
among  the  Sioux  until  the  middle  of  August.  The  deplorable  mur- 
ders at  Spirit  lake  and  vicinity  in  March  last,  where  forty-seven  per- 
sons— men,  women  and  children — were  brutally  massacred  by  a  wan- 
dering band  of  Sioux  Indians,  and  outrages  of  the  most  harrowing 
character  were  perpetrated,  had  created  a  wide-spread  panic  through- 
out the  frontier  settlements,  driving  many  from  their  homes,  and 
demanded  from  the  government  prompt  and  decisive  action. 
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The  fact  that  the  murderers  had  passed  into  the  Indian  country  and 
were  there  protected,  that  they  were  annuity  Indians,  and  were  more- 
over connected  by  marriage  and  blood  to  both  the  upper  and  lower  bands 
of  Sioux^  and  the  conduct  of  the  latter,  proved  that  sympathy  and  a 
general  inclination  to  palliate  existed  among  several  of  the  prominent 
bands  of  these  Indians  towards  the  murderers. 

Finding  this  condition  of  matters  among  the  Sioux  on  my  arrival 
there  in  the  summer,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  demanded 
from  them  the  delivery  to  the  officers  of  justice  of  the  guilty  parties, 
and  enforced  my  demands  by  withholding  the  annuities  whicn  were 
then  due  them. 

A  lonff  and  tedious  struggle  here  commenced  with  them,  during 
which  I  discovered  that  they  were  to  a  great  extent  infected  with  feel- 
ings of  disaffection  towards  the  government,  and  a  great  disinclination 
to  respect  either  the  officers  of  the  government  or  the  propositions 
made  by  them.  I  attribute  much  of  this  unfavorable  feeling  to  the 
action  of  the  officers  of  the  government  at  previous  times  when  the 
policy  of  making  demands  of  a  similar  nature  was  imposed  upon  them. 
The  Indians  complaining  that  they  had  acceded  to  these  demands, 
(particularly  the  year  before,  when  the  Sioux  who  had  killed  Chippe- 
was  were  required  to  be  deliveied  up  and  the  payment  hastily  sus- 
pended,) and  after  compliance  the  government  officers  neglected 
promptly  to  fufil  their  engagements,  delaying  the  payments  and  cre- 
ating thereby  great  dissatisfaction;  and  hence  the  belief  on  the  part  of 
these  Indians  that  an  absolute  compliance  was  not  expected. 

I  had  to  combat  the  prejudices  arising  from  this  temporizing  policy, 
and  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians  that  their  Great  Father  re- 
quired them,  when  under  treaty  stipulations,  to  maintain  peaceful 
relations,  and  that  the  outrages  at  Spirit  lake  implicated  them  so  far 
as  any  control  they  could  maintain  over  the  individuals  of  their  tribe 
existed,  and  a  delivery  to  the  officers  of  justice  of  the  guilty  parties 
when  found  among  them,  or  in  any  part  of  their  country  or  reserva- 
tion, was  absolutely  required.  After  being  assured  that  the  govern- 
ment was  firm  in  these  demands  and  determined  to  enforce  them,  and 
convinced  that  these  outrages  could  not  be  passed  over  lightly  or  with 
impunity,  and  that  their  fidelity  could  only  be  shown  by  an  actual 
demonstration  against  the  party  of  marauders  who  were  hovering  on 
the  outskirts  of  their  reservation,  I  succeeded  in  having  them  join  to- 
gether, both  upper  and  lower  bands  of  Sioux,  in  a  common  cause 
against  these  murderers;  the  result  of  which  expedition  was  the  de- 
struction of  a  large  portion  of  the  predatory  band. 

I  feel  much  gratified  now  to  be  able  to  announce,  that  at  no  period 
since  these  Indians  have  been  connected  by  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
.government  have  they  been  in  better  subjection,  and  that  the  rigorous 
policy  adopted  has  produced  results  highly  favorable  to  the  future 
peaceful  relations  of  these  Indians.  I  received  from  them  positive 
assurances  that  all  attempts  in  the  future  that  even  approximate  to- 
wards depredations  will  be  discountenanced  by  them,  and  the  perpe- 
trators will  be  delivered  immediately  to  the  officers  of  justice,  and 
that  their  desire  is  to  fulfil  the  requirements  that  their  Great  Father 
makes  of  them  and  retain  his  respect  and  confidence. 
22 
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;    I  effected  y  in  accordance  witli  yonr  telegraphic  despatch  under 
date  of  AugUBt  26thy  on  the  11th  and  20th  of  this  month  the  annuity 

Sayments  which  had  been  suspended  in  July  previous.  As  an  ew- 
ence  of  the  effectual  subjection  attained,  I,  for  the  first  time  ainoe 
annuities  have  been  paid  them,  had  no  troops  to  guard  and  protect 
the  payment.  In  July  I  could  not  council  with  them,  excent  under 
the  protection  of  a  battery ;  they  would  not  come  to  council,  except 
with  arms  and  hostile  demonstrations.  In  September  I  met  with 
them,  and  they  brought  with  them  nothing  save  their  own  pioyisions. 
The  payment  was  highly  satisfactory  to  all  parties.  I  found  tiie 
Indians  remarkably  peaceful^  and  not  an  instance  of  intoxication 
.among  them. 

The  Sioux  that  are  under  annuities  number  altogether  about 
seventy-five  hundred.  Their  intercourse  with  the  whites  has  not 
been  sufficient,  as  yet,  to  develop  among  them,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
the  vices  which  prevail  so  alarmingly  among  the  tribes  that  haye 
been  longer  in  proximity  to  white  settlements.  The  Sisiton  bands  of 
the  upper  Indians  are  (many  of  them)  engaged  in  hunting  bu£falo  to 
the  east  of  the  Missouri  and  northwest  of  the  settlement,  yet  having 
their  homes  on  their  reservation,  near  Big  Stone  lake,  its  northern 
boundary.  The  sale  of  buffalo  robes  forms  a  large  trade,  and  enables 
them,  with  the  annuities  paid  them  by  the  government,  to  live  com- 
fortably. During  the  past  spring  and  summer  there  have  been  farms 
•opened  for  their  benefit  at  Lac-qui-parle,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Big  Stone  lake.  These  farms  have  been  planted  by  the  Indians ;  and 
.  although  it  was  at  one  time  apprehended  that  the  grasshoppers  had 
destroyed  their  crops,  yet  they  came  so  late  that  their  corn  escaped, 
.  as  a  general  thing,  destruction,  and  has  yielded  a  surplus  over  and 
above  their  actual  wants.  Farms  have  also  been  under  cultivation 
at  Yellow  Medicine,  Bedwood,  and  at  various  other  points  on  the 
!  reservation.  For  the  amount  of  land  cultivated,  I  refer  you  to  the 
.  accompanying  reports  of  Agent  Flandrau  and  the  farmers  in  charge  of 
the  improvements,  farms,  &c. 

These  Indians  have,  as  yet,  no  sufficient  system  of  education 
adoped  for  their  benefit.  The  missionary  efforts  of  the  Bev.  Messrs. 
^Williamson  and  Biggs,  who  have  faithfully  labored  for  over  twenty 
uyears  among  these  Indians,  have  proved  that  the  progress  of  Indians 
to  an  advanced  condition  of  civilization  is  not  attained  in  a  day  or  a 
year;  and  that  the  adoption  of  new  habits  of  life — ^the  work  of  a 
century — must  be  first  effected  before  education  and  mental  develop- 
.  ment  take  place.  The  habit  of  labor  must  be  considered  in  a  different 
;light  from  what  it  is  now  held  by  them ;  and  they  must  first  learn  to 
work,  and  not  deem  the  enjoyment  of  indolence  as  a  far  nobler  occu- 

EatioQ  than  engaging  in  the  hardships  of  toil  and  labor.     Manual 
.    ibor  schools  &)v  the  children,  and  parcels  of  land  set  apart  for  the 
men,  in  which  they  can  be  protected  as  their. own,  are  the  elementary 
processes  which  can  alone  ultimately  produce  a  condition  among  them 
when  the  introduction  of  an  educational  system  will  be  practicable. 
.|As  there  is  a  lar^e  fund  accumulated  for  the  purposes  of  education, 
.belonging  to  these  Indians,  I  have  already  suggested  and  directed  the 
.  building  of  schoolrhouses  at  convenient  places,  with  an  intention  of 
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opening  tliem  for  the  purpose  of  teachihg  the  children  the  necessary 
elements  of  civilized  life,  such  as  making  clothing,  &c.,  and  the 
elementary  branches  of  English  education. 

To-day,  should  you  desire  to  accomplish  anything  with  Indians^ 
you  must  first  feed  them  to  surfeit,  a  difficult  task,  I  confess,  and  very 
disastrous  to  beef  and  flour^  proving  that  their  present  ideas  are  prin- 
cipally directed  towards  the  mere  requirements  of  the  body.  Demon- 
strate to  them  that  food  can  be  most  easily  obtained  by  labor,  and  a 
great  step  has  been  made  in  their  progress  in  civilization.  I  have 
approved,  therefore,  thesystemadopted  by  Agent  Flandrau,  of  setting 
apart  fields  for  the  private  use  of  individual  Indians  who  would  culti- 
vate them,  and  of  affording  them  all  facilities  by  ploughing  the  land 
and  furnishing  them  seed  to  plant,  thereby  aiding  and  encouraging 
them  to  labor.  I  visited  this  summer  many  of  these  individual  farms, 
and  found  great  care  and  pride  had  been  taken  in  their  cultivation  by 
those  Indians  to  whom  they  had  been  allotted,  and  their  crops  pre- 
sented a  flourishing  appearance.  The  mills  erected  for  their  benefit 
at  Redwood  and  Yellow  Medicine  I  have  directed  to  be  kept  in  good 
repair,  and  lumber  furnished  for  the  Indians  to  build  houses  when- 
ever required. 

I  would  again  recommend  that  there  should  be  a  readjustment  of 
the  treaty  stipulations  with  both  Med-a-wa-kan-toans  and  Wah-pa-ku- 
tas,  and  Sisitons  aqd  Wah-pa-toans,  and  that  the  obligations  to 
maintain  peaceful  relations  be  made  more  binding  in  their  character. 
Their  reservation,  which  extends  ten  miles  on  each  side  of  the  Minne- 
sota river  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  is  much  larger 
than  they  can  under  any  possibility  require.  The  boundary  on  the 
east  should  be  made  the  Minnesota  river,  and  the  boundary  line  is 
then  readily  marked  and  distinct ;  besides,  the  Tanctonais  claim  that 
the  Sisitons  have  sold  their  lands  to  the  government,  and  visit  each 
annual  payment  for  the  purpose  of  exacting  from  the  latter  a  portion 
of  their  annuities  as  recompense  for  the  lands  thus  sold.  I  would  re- 
commend an  additional  appropriation  of  |1,200  for  surveying  the 
boundary  of  the  reserve^  the  $1,200  already  appropriated  being  inad- 
equate for  that  purpose. 

Permit  me,  in  this  connexion^  to  refer  to  the  valuable  services  af- 
forded me,  during  the  trying  and  perilous  scenes  of  the  past  summer, 
by  A.  J.  Campbell,  the  interpreter,  whose  efforts  to  harmonize  these 
Indians  and  remove  their  feelmgs  of  disaffection  were  unremitting  and 
successful.  He  was  also  active  and  serviceable  in  forming  the  expedi- 
tion against  the  Spirit  lake  murderers,  taking  charge  himself  of  the 
expedition,  and  exposing  himself  in  the  attack  at  the  Dry  Wood  lake^ 
where  several  of  the  marauding  band  were  killed.  I  would  recom- 
mend him  as  worthy  a  pecuniary  recompense. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Agent  Herriman  for  a 
detailed  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Chippewas  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  shall  visit  them  during  the  coming  month,  and  give  more  fully  the 
results  of  my  own  observation.  The  report  of  Agent  Herriman  exhi- 
bits a  melancholy  state  of  things  among  these  Indians,  arising  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  Indians  have  access  to  whiskey  shops  kept  by  persons 
claiming  to  be  white  men  on  the  ceded  lands  adjoining  the  reserves. 
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No  power  exists  to  restrain  them,  for  bj  the  treaty  of  1865  tbe  agent 
is  rendered  almost  powerless,  from  the  fact  that  he  has  no  assistance 
or  force  by  which  to  enable  him  to  enforce  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  department. 

The  educational  system  hitherto  adopted  has  not  resulted  in  any 
favorable  improvement,  and  will  require  revision.  I  intend  to  make 
a  vigorous  effort  to  remove  the  evils  complained  of,  and  am  in  hopes 
that  by  decisive  measures  much  can  be  effected. 

The  Menomonees  and  Indians  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay 
are  reported  to  me  by  their  agent  as  being  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  a  general  disposition  exists  among  them  to  remain  on 
their  reservation,  attend  to  their  farms,  and  perform  all  the  require- 
ments of  their  Great  Father.  They  have  adopted  a  vigorous  system 
of  laws  for  the  purpose  of  keening  whiskey  from  among  them,  by  re- 
ducing the  annuity  of  any  Indian  who  may  bring  or  have  whiskey  on 
the  reservation — one  half,  for  the  first  offence,  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
former, and  for  the  second  offence  the  other  half  to  be  taken  as  a  for- 
feit ;  on  the  third  offence  the  name  is  to  be  stricken  from  the  annuity 
rolls.  These  rules  have  been  adopted  by  the  chiefs  themselves,  and 
will,  I  doubt  not,  have  a  highly  beneficial  influence  in  removing  the 
evil  from  among  them. 

Their  mills  I  have  directed  to  have  placed  in  repair  and  kept  in 
condition  for  the  use  of  the  Indians.  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
statistical  reports  of  the  farmers,  &c.,  for  particular  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  Indians  under  this  agency,  the  jurisdiction  of  which  ex- 
tends over  the  Stockbridges  and  Munsees.  But  few  of  the  latter,  I 
understand,  have  yet  removed  to  the  lands  set  apart  for  them  under 
the  treaty  of  1856.  I  shall  retain  the  matters  connected  with  the 
latter  for  a  subsequent  report  on  my  return  from  my  fall  visit  to  these 
Indians. 

The  Tanctonais  8ioux,  who  occupy  the  country  to  the  north  of  the 
Big  Sioux  river  and  west  of  the  present  Sioux  reserve,  are  anxious  to 
sell  their  lands  to  the  government  and  make  a  treaty.  I  would  recom- 
mend jthat  steps  be  taken  as  early  as  practicable  in  the  spring  to  make 
this  treaty,  as  their  lands  lie  in  the  territory  which,  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  will  probably  receive  a  separate  organization ;  and 
as  the  southern  portion  now  open  for  settlement  will  receive  the  emi- 
gration which  is  alreadv  tending  towards  the  further  west,  it  would 
be  advisable,  for  the  saiety  and  peace  of  the  settlers  in  this  new  coun- 
try, that  these  Indians  should  be  satisfied  and  retained  in  subjection. 

These  Indians  are  the  ones  who  interfere  annually  with  the  pay- 
ments at  the  Upper  Sioux  agency,  under  the  pretence  of  the  claim 
that  they  make,  before  referred  to,  against  theSisitons,  and,  besides, 
they  are  exceedingly  averse  to  any  whites  ever  crossing  their  lands 
until  some  treaty  is  made  with  them.  They  number  four  hundred 
and  flfty  lodges,  besides  about  two  hundred  lodges  of  what  are  known 
as  the  Cut-head  Yanctonais,  and  cover  a  vast  extent  of  country  and 
the  valleys  of  several  large  streams,  the  principal  one  being  the  tfames 
river,  which  empties  into  the  Missouri,  and  is  represented  as  navigable 
for  a  considerable  distanjce  from  the  mouth. 

The  "Great  Pipe-stone  "  quarry,  the  Indian  Mecca,  which,  by  the 
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treaty  of  1851,  is  within  the  limits  of  the  ceded  land,  seems  to  be  the 
source  of  ereat  misunderstanding  among  all  these  Indians,  and  some 
provision  snould  be  made  by  the  government  to  reserve  from  sale  or 
pre-emption  this  spot,  whicn  for  generations  they  have  held  sacred  for 
the  purposes  which  the  name  indicates ;  and  as  the  material  is  in  uni- 
versal use  among  them  for  manufacturing  their  pipes,  they  consider 
it  more  valuable  than  all  the  lands  they  possess. 

In  closing  this  report  I  cannot  refrain  from  referring  to  the  energy 
and  discretion  which  have  been  exhibited  by  the  officers  of  the  army 
who  have  during  the  past  summer  been  placed  in  command  upon 
this  Indian  frontier.  To  Major  Sherman,  wht),  with  his  battery,  was, 
at  my  request,  directly  in  the  Indian  country  at  a  critical  and  pecu- 
liarly trying  period,  much  is  due ;  for  his  coolness  and  discretion  saved 
the  country  from  a  tedious  and  devastating  frontier  war,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  predict. 

Now,  however,  fortunately,  on  all  this  frontier  peace  and  tranquillity 
exist,  and  it  will  be  ever  my  endeavor,  so  far  as  my  powers  extend,  to 
maintain  such  a  condition  of  things  as  will  preserve  that  respect 
which  is  due  a  government  whose  sole  aim  is  to  do  justice  to  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  OULLEN, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  dtt/j  D.  O. 


No,  17- 

Chippewa  Agency, 
September  15, 1857. 
Sir:  It  is  a  source  of  regret  that  I  cannot,  in  this  my  last  annual 
report,  give  a  more  gratifying  picture  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians 
within  this  agency.     While  a  few  have  been  advancing  in  the  arts  of 
civilization,  the  great  body  have  been  retrograding. 

This  state  of  things  I  attribute  to  various  causes,  but  most  prom- 
fnent  are— 

1.  The  use  of  whiskey. 

2.  The  treaty  of  1855. 

3.  The  immigration  of  whites  into  the  country. 

4th.  The  errors  of  missionaries,  supported  by  government. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  whiskey  is,  and  has  been  since  the 
advent  of  white  men  in  this  country,  the  ''bane  of  the  Indians,''  and 
that  there  is  scarcely  a  tribe  or  an  individual  Indian  but  that  would 
at  times  give  all  his  possessions  for  whiskey.  When  under  its 
influence  he  knows  not  what  he  does.  All  of  the  depredations 
committed  by  them  upon  the  whites ;  all  murders  among  them- 
selves ;  or  personal  injuries  inflicted  by  them  upon  each  other,  are 
perpetrated  while  under  the  influence  of  that  destructive  bane,  or 
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to  revenge  acts  done  whfle  laboring  under  intoxication.    These  facts 
are  so  well  known,  it  is  useless  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  them. 
How  to  prevent  its  use  and  introduction  into  the  Indian  country  is  a 

?uestion  which  has  for  years  puzzled  older  and  wiser  heads  than  mine. 
Joneress,  State  and  territorial  legislatures  have  time  and  again  en- 
acted penal  laws,  but  the  evil  increases. 

One  great  difficulty  is  in  enforcing  the  laws  against  selling  whiskey 
to  Indians.  I  have  frequently  caused  persons  to  be  arrestm  for  vio- 
lating the  laws  in  this  respect,  but  have  never  yet  been  able  to  procure 
conviction  in  a  single  instance  ;  notwithstanding  positive  proof,  juries 
always  disagreed.         ^ 

This  evil  has  increased  the  past  year,  and  the  troops  at  Fort  Bipley 
having  been  removed,  the  whiskey-seller  has  had  nothing  to  fear  n-om 
that  quarter.  The  Indian  reservations  are  surrounded  by  ceded  lands 
upon  which  all  claim  the  right  to  settle,  claiming  the  right  also  to 
keep  stores,  to  sell  such  articles  as  they  please,  and  to  whom  they 
please.  At  Crow-win^,  the  Mississippi  river  is  the  boundary  line  on  the 
east,  and  the  Crow-wing  river  on  the  south.  At  Crow-wing  there  are 
no  less  than  five  whiskey  shops,  and  are  only  five  mUes  from  thisagency. 
Five  whiskey  shops  and  not  hi^lf  a  dozen  habitations  beside ! 

Your  own  inferences  must  give  you  the  key  as  to  how  they  are  sup- 
ported. 

Notwithstanding  this  state  of  facts — Ist,  no  troops  at  Fort  Ripley 
to  overawe  ;  2d,  impossibility  to  convict  on  trial ;  3d,  scores  of  beings 
in  the  shape  of  men  surrounding  the  Indian  reservations,  fearing 
neither  God  nor  man,  having  no  respect  for  law  or  civilization  ;  caring 
for  nothing  but  getting  money,  and  entirely  unscrupulous  as  to  the 
means  of  obtaining  it, — I  say,  sir,  notwithstanding  these  facts^  men 
will  wonder  why  the  agent  will  let  whiskey  go  into  the  Indian  country, 
as  has  been  heretofore  reported ,  ' '  without  let  or  hindrance. "  The  same 
men,  bein^  in  the  Indian  country  ostensibly,  solely  for  the  good  of  the 
"poor  Indian,"  will  pass  an  Indian  with  a  five  or  ten  gallon  keg  on 
his  back,  and  not  attempt  to  destroy  it ;  knowing  at  the  same  time 
that  he  has  as  equal  authority  for  so  doing  as  the  agent,  and  just  as 
much  money  furnished  for  expenses  of  prosecutions. 

Newspapers  are  filled  with  articles  describing  or  giving  a  history 
of  depredations  (most  of  them  false)  committed  here  and  there,  and 
animadverting  upon  the  inefficiency  of  agents  in  not  preventing  the 
introduction  of  whiskey  into  the  Indian  country,  as  if  an  agent,  un- 
aided and  alone,  could  be  at  a  half  dozen  reservations,  from  thirty  to 
one  hundred  miles  apart,  at  the  same  time.  Again,  the  treaty  of  1855 
did  away  with  all  the  employes.  Funds  formerly  appropriated  for 
the  pay  of  laborers,  carpenters,  farmers,  &c.,  are  now  consolidated, 
and  paid  to  the  Indians  in  specie ;  whereas,  before,  the  agent  had  a 
force  to  assist  him  in  finding,  destroying,  and  preventing  the  intro- 
duction of  whiskey ;  now,  he  is  entirely  alone. 

Ground  that  has  been  heretofore  ploughed  and  furrowed  out  to  fam- 
ilies has  been  left  uncultivated  this  year  ;  the  ploughing,  &c.,  has 
heretofore  been  done  by  the  farmers  and  laborers.  At  one  payment  I 
had  not  either  a  pound  of  flour  or  pork,  the  Indins  lived  upon  the  pro* 
ducts  of  the  farm  cultivated  by  the  employes.    The  Indian,  with  few 
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exceptions,  thinks  of  to-day  only ;  he  never  thinks  of  using  his  money 
to  employ  lahorers  to  assist  him  in  farming  or  building  a  house  ;  his 
squaw  does  all  that ;  his  increased  annuity  affords  him  a  larger  fund 
with  which  to  purchase  fire-water. 

Again,  the  treaty  of  1855  has  confined  the  Indians  to  small  reserva- 
tions, leaving  the  land  all  around  them  subject  to  claimants  ;  forcing 
them  to  depend  upon  agricultural  pursuits  for  a  livelihood  before  they 
were  prepared,  and  before  the  ground  had  been  broken.  Naturally 
a  hunter,  he  still  follows  the  chase ;  wearied  and  hungry,  he  finds  a 
settler's  cabin,  a  surveyor's  tent,  or  lumberman's  camp  ;  applies  for 
provisions,  is,  perhaps,  misunderstood;  or  finds  it  unguarded,  takes 
what  he  wants ;  bad  feelings  are  engendered,  and  the  whole  tribe 
denounced  for  the  act  of  a  single  Indian. 

The  class  of  white  men  with  whom  the  Indian  comes  in  contact  is 
another  source  of  evil.  A  class  of  men  unmarried,  paying  no  atten- 
tion to  the  conventionalities  of  civilized  life,  having  but  little  regard 
for  morality,  spending  most  of  the  time  gambling  and  drinking  with 
the  Indians,  coming  into  the  Indian  country  expressly  for  a  *'  spree." 
Such  examples  have  a  more  pernicious  infiuence  than  is  generally 
supposed. 

The  plan  of  operations  pursued  by  the  missionaries,  if  not  a  source 
of  evil,' has  resulted  in  no  practical  benefit ;  but  this  is  a  subject  that 
must  be  touched  lightly,  if  an  agent's  expressed  opinions  differ  from 
those  of  the  missionaries,  or  of  churchmen  who  have  never  seen  an  In- 
dian, Boston,  Oberlin,  and  other  kindred  places,  will  send  their  forty 
preachers  to  Washington  to  demand  his  removal,  armed  with  numerous 
affidavits  of  unfitness,  &c.  Should  the  Indian  department  sustain  the 
affent,  it  is  easy  to  find  a  member  of  Congress  from  a  doubtful  dis- 
trict, to  whom  is  promised  the  infiuence  of  the  church,  provided  a 
sufficient  clamor  is  raised  to  force  the  removal ;  which  being  accom- 
plished, the  new  agent  is  told  we  removed  the  late  agent  for  so  and 
80 — be  warned.  For  fifty  years,  or  more,  reports  have  been  annually 
made  of  the  great  results  obtained  from  the  labors  of  missionaries  in 
christianizing  and  educating  Indians.  From  these  reports,  make  a 
table  showing  the  number  reported  christianized,  or  who  have  joined 
the  church ;  the  number  studying  reading,  writing,  grammar,  ge- 
ography, &c.  ;  and  the  amount  expei\ded  for  such  purposes  ;  then 
send  a  special  agent  out,  and  see  how  many  can  be  found  who  have 
been  benefitted  one  iota ;  how  many  have  been  taught  a  mechanical 
trade,  how  manjr  live  by  tilling  the  soil,  how  many  have  adopted  the 
dress  of  the  white  man. 

This  christianizing  and  educating  before  civilizing  is  commencing 
at  the  wrong  end.  The  Indian  already  believes  in  the  existence  of  a 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  who  watches  over,  cares  for,  and  di- 
rects the  affairs  of  men,  who  punishes  evil  and  rewards  good ;  he 
believes  that  if  he  wrongs  no  man,  pays  his  honest  debts,  and  does 
not  shed  white  man's  blood,  after  death  the  Gh)od  Spirit  will  take  care 
of  him  ;  which  is  good  religion  for  an  Indian,  and  tolerably  good  for 
a  white  man  ;  at  all  events,  as  good  as  the  average.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  questioning  the  motives  of  the  missionaries  ;  expe- 
rience has  proven  that  the  general  plan  is  wrong.    Attempting  to 
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christianize  and  book-edncate  Indians  is  money  and  time  thrown 
away.  The  zeal  and  anxiety  of  the  missionary  to  spread  his  particu- 
lar theological  ideas  blinds  him  as  to  the  true  course.  Although  he  is 
constantly  seeing  his  hopes  blasted  in  some  favorite  apparently  prom- 
ising pupil,  he  hopes  for  better  results  in  the  next ;  hopes  on,  contin- 
ues to  hope  ;  but  m  no  instance  have  hopes  been  realized.  But  they 
must  be  generally  awarded  the  credit  of  sincerity  in  desiring  the  good 
of  the  Indian. 

I  have  known  of  a  missionary  to  go  ten  miles  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  and  the  thermometer  twenty  degrees  below  zero,  to  visit  a  sick 
Indian  child.  I  believe  the  missionaries  within  this  agency  to  be  doing 
all  they  can  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  according  to  their  system. 

My  idea  of  civilizing  Indians  is,  to  take  the  money  that  is  paid  to 
missionaries,  build  houses,  plough  up  and  assign  to  each  family  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  land ;  furnish  them  teachers,  and  the  teachers  with  tools, 
instead  of  books  ;  these  teachers  to  educate  them  in  farming,  making 
houses,  wagons,  &c. ;  blacksmiths  to  learn  them  to  make  their  own 
spears,  repair  their  own  agricultural  implements,  &c. ;  thus  giving 
them  a  practical  education^  and  one  they  can  appreciate. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adverting  to  Hole-in-the-day,  the 
principal  chief,  as  an  exception  to  all  Indians.  He  has  a  good  frame 
house  in  which  he  resides,  a  farm  which  he  cultivates,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  own  hired  white  labor.  He  designs  to  have  a  town  laid 
out  on  the  section  of  land  donated  to  him  by  the  treaty  of  1855  ;  and, 
with  that  object  in  view,  lie  has,  at  his  own  expense,  built  a  boat,  and 
established  a  ferry  across  the  Mississippi  river ;  laid  out,  cut  out, 
graded,  and  built,  a  sood  smooth  road  ;  making  a  saving  of  distance 
from  Fort  Ripley  to  this  agency  of  at  least  two  miles  ;  and  he  is  doing 
more,  unaided,  to  practically  civilize  his  tribe  than  has  ever  been  done 
by  white  men,  backed  up,  though  they  have  been,  by  the  influence 
and  money  of  the  government. 

Newspapers  have  recently  teemed  with  articles  as  to  depredations 
by  the  Indians  upon  missionary  property,  &c.  The  Indians  can- 
not understand  why  it  is  that  their  money  should  be  paid  over  to 
missionaries  to  be  expended,  instead  of  to  their  agent  appointed  by  gov- 
ernment. They  know  that  the  teams  are  purchased  with  their 
money  ;  provisions,  &c.,  also  ;  receiving  no  immediate  or  perceptible 
benefit  to,  as  they  say,  get  their  money  back.  They  will  occasionally, 
when  very  hungry,  kill  and  eat  an  ox,  or  break  open  a  storehouse  of 
provisions  and  take  what  they  desire,  thinking  that  they  are  doing 
no  wrong,  as  they  kill  or  take  only  that  which  is  purchased  with  their 
own  money. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  HERRIMAN, 

Indian  Agent. 

W.  J.  CULLBN,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St,  Pavl,  Minnesota  Ter. 
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No.  18. 


Sioux  Aoenct,  September  24,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  mj  annual  report.  When  I  took 
possession  of  this  agency,  in  October  last,  I  found  everything  quiet  and 
m  good  order  ;  the  Indians  were,  however,  laboring  under  the  diffi- 
culty of  having  lost  their  crops  from  a  hail-storm  that  swept  over  the 
country  during  the  summer  of  1866.  The  winter  was  coming  on,  and 
there  were  no  means  of  subsisting  the  Indians  on  their  reservation ; 
the  consequence  of  this  was,  that  many  of  them  were  again  compelled 
to  return  to  the  lands  ceded  to  the  whites.  The  extra  amount  of 
provisions  which  were  received  during  that  winter  prevented  much 
Buffering  that  would  otherwise  have  occurred.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  these  Indians  have  subsisted  almost  entirely  by  the  chase,  and 
before  the  treaty  of  1851  occupied  an  extensive  and  excellent  country, 
abounding  in  game  and  fish,  and  that  since  that  treaty  they  have 
been  collected  upon  a  reservation  entirely  destitute  of  game  of  any 
kind,  and  are  necessarily  compelled  to  depend  entirely  upon  agricul- 
ture for  a  subsistence ;  so  that  when  any  accident  happens  to  their 
crops,  as  was  the  case  in  1856,  they  are  deprived  of  any  means  of 
support  except  their  annuities  or  a  return  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
white  settlements. 

The  advance  of  the  whites  on  the  frontier  has  been  so  rapid  in 
Minnesota  that  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians  have  been  taken 
from  them  before  they  have  had  time  to  become  fully  domesticated 
upon  their  reservations.  This  circumstance  influenced  to  a  considera- 
ble extent  the  pacification  which  took  place  last  winter  between  the 
Sioux  and  Chippewas,  the  results  of  which  have  been  beneficial  to 
both  tribes.  About  the  only  section  of  country  which  remained 
un taken  by  the  whites  last  winter  was  a  forest  known  as  the  ''Big 
Wood,''  lying  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippewas  countries,  where  the 
hunters  of  both  tribes  were  compelled  to  resort  for  game.  Findine 
each  other  there,  and  knowing  that  an  attack  from  either  side  would 
effectually  destroy  the  hunting  of  both  for  the  winter,  they,  from 
motives  of  policy  more  than  a  desire  for  peace,  met  and  smoked 
together,  made  peace,  and  hunted  together  during  the  winter.  There 
has  been  no  war  among  them  this  season,  until  about  three  weeks 
ago,  when  the  news  arrived  at  the  agency  that  the  scalp  of  a  Sioux 
had  been  taken  by  the  Chippewas  near  Lac  Traverse,  it  has  been 
my  policy  to  foster  this  good  feeling  between  the  two  tribes,  and  think 
that  with  prudence  it  may  be  preserved. 

The  principal  work  done  during  the  winter  was  getting  out  saw- 
logs  for  the  mills,  and  fencing  stuff;  about  two  thousand  logs  were 
cut  and  taken  to  the  mills,  and  a  large  amount  of  fencing  material 
prepared.  Everything  was  going  on  quietly  and  well,  when,  about 
the  18th  day  of  March,  1857,  the  news  of  the  Spirit  lake  massacre 
reached  the  agency.  An  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Bidgley,  which  I  accompanied  part  of  the  way,  the  re- 
sult of  which  and  the  details  of  the  matter  have  been  fully  presented 
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in  special  reports  on  that  snbject  made  by  myself  and  by  the  officers 
of  the  army  who  took  part  in  it. 

There  being  four  white  women  in  the  possession  of  the  Indiana  as 
prisoners,  the  sympathies  of  our  citizens  were  naturally  enlisted  in 
their  behalf^  and  the  legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Minnesota  Appro- 
priated the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  their  recovery.  The 
governor  of  the  Territory  requested  my  assistance  in  the  matter,  and 
through  the  medium  of  some  of  our  friendly  Indians  we  succeeded  in 
rescuing  two  of  them.  The  expenses  of  outfitting  expeditions,  reward- 
ing Indians  for  their  services  m  the  matter,  and  other  items  incident 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  enterprise,  amounted  to  over  five 
thousand  dollars.  I  mention  this  subject  as  one  of  the  incidents  of 
the  year,  and  also  because  I  think  these  expenses  should  be  borne  by 
the  United  States,  and  am  requested  to  report  them  by  the  authorities 
of  the  Territory. 

As  spring  opened  I  made  extensive  preparations  for  farming ;  pur- 
chased large  quantities  of  seed  of  all  kinds,  and  determined  that  the 
Indians  should  have  a  chance  if  they  would  improve  it ;  but  the  late- 
ness of  the  spring  in  opening  prevented  us  from  preparing  quite  as 
much  land  as  we  otherwise  would  have  done,  and  all  the  Indians  who 
desired  to  plant  were  furnished  with  the  means,  and  a  larger  amount 
of  potatoes,  corn,  wheat,  &c, ,  was  put  in  than  ever  before.  The  crops 
prospered  well  until  about  the  first  week  in  August,  when  swarms  of 

Srasshoppers  came  from  the  direction  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  where 
ley  had  been  eating  up  everything  before  them,  and  swept  over  our 
country,  doing  a  great  deal  of  damage.  Two  fields  of  fine  spring 
wheat,  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  were  entirely  eaten  up;  the  pota- 
toes, onions,  and  other  vegetables,  were  considerably  damaged,  but  not 
totally  detroyed,  and  the  corn  was  to  some  extent  injured.  There 
remains,  however,  considerable  quantities  for  the  Indians,  and,  to- 
gether with  their  fall  payments,  they  may  get  through  the  winter 
without  suffering. 

On  the  2d  of  July  we  heard  of  the  presence  of  some  of  the  Indians 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Spirit  lake  affair,  and  fitted  out  a  small 
expedition  of  soldiers,  two  of  our  own  men  and  some  half-breeds,  and 
succeeded  in  finding  and  killing  one  of  Ink-pa-du-ta's  sons  above  the 
Yellow  Medicine  river.  The  affair  created  considerable  excitement 
among  the  Indians,  and  being  just  at  the  time  that  the  Yanctons, 
Cut-heads,  and  other  Indians  from  the  plains  make  their  annual  visit 
to  the  agency,  to  interrupt  the  payments,  and  get  what  they  can  from 
the  annuities,  our  Indians  became  quite  unruly,  and  evinced  a  de- 
cided sympathy  for  the  man  we  had  killed. 

The  almost  defenceless  condition  of  the  country  emboldened  the 
Indians,  and  matters  at  one  time  looked  as  if  a  serious  disturbance 
was  inevitable ;  but  the  arrival  of  troops  from  the  Missouri,  and  the 
presence  of  Sherman's  battery,  fortunately  prevented  a  collison. 

The  payments  were  suspended;  and  in  order  to  regain  the  position 
their  bad  conduct  had  lost  them,  the  Indians  volunteered  to  go  in 
search  of  the  murderers,  and  succeeded  in  killing  four  men;  and 
several  women  and  children  were  drowned  by  fleeing  into  the  lake  in 
the  night. 
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The  payments  have  since  been  made,  and  all  has  resumed  the  quiet 
and  orderly  course  that  is  customary  about  the  agency. 

I  have  nearly  completed  the  agency  building,  which  will  cost  about 
three  thousand  dollars  when  done. 

These  are  the  most  important  events  which  have  occurred  during 
the  year. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  every  attempt  to  put  the  schools 

rrovided  for  in  the  treaty  into  operation,  is,  for  some  reason,  frustrated, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  system  best  calculated  to  benefit  the 
Indians,  together  with  plans  of  school-houses,  and  commenced 
getting  out  timber  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings,  when  I  was 
interrupted  by  instructions  from  the  superintendent,  Huebschman, 
that  my  plans  were  *'not  wholly  approved,"  and  I  was  ordered  to 
desist ;  since  which  time  nothing  has  been  done,  and  the  school 
system  is  no  further  advanced  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  treaty. 
The' fund  has  now  accumulated  to  such  a  considerable  amount  that 
it  seems  really  wrong  that  the  Indians,  with  a  desire  to  learn,  and 
sufficient  means  to  satisfy  that  desire,  should  not  have  schools  estab- 
lished among  them.  I  adhere  to  my  plan  as  proposed,  as  being 
the  most  successful^  and  recommend  that  the  agent  be  permitted  to 
put  it  in  operation  immediately.  I  established  a  small  school  at  the 
Yellow  Medicine  agency,  and  kept  it  in  operation  during  the  winter. 
It  was  attended  by  about  sixteen  scholars  on  an  average,  and  I  hope 
did  some  good ;  but,  without  a  permanent  opportunity  for  the 
children  to  attend,  very  little  can  b  e  expected  in  the  way  of  improve* 
ment.  I  think  about  five  thousand  dollars  of  that  school  iund  could  be 
expended  very  judiciously  in  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  both  the 
upper  and  lower  Sioux  for  consumption  this  winter,  and  help  them 
through,  as  they  complain  bitterly  that  the  money  is  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate and  avails  them  nothing. 

It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  some  measures  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  the  Tanctons  from  interfering  in  the  payments  of  the 
Sisitons  and  Wahpetons. 

The  reason  of  their  cominff  to  these  payments,  and  the  ground  of 
their  claim,  is  as  follows :  When  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  was 
made,  the  Sisitons  and  Wahpetons  were  called  upon  to  sell  certain 
lands,  which  they  admitted  did  not  belong  to  them,  and  declined 
selling,  and  were  told  that  they  were  only  to  sell  tJieir  right  in  the 
lands.  This  they  consented  to.  These  lands  belonged  to  the  Tanc- 
tons, or  they  had  some  claim  on  them ;  and  the  lands  are  now  regarded 
as  ceded  lands,  and  the  Yanctons  claim  a  right  to  a  share  m  the 
annuities,  and  every  payment  that  has  been  mMe  has  been  protracted 
and  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  these  Indians. 

I  recommend  that  a  treaty  be  made  with  them  for  the  purchase  of 
their  lands  west  of  the  *'Big  Sioux  river,"  and  their  being  placed  on   , 
a  reservation,  or  removed  north  and  west.    The  country  west  of  the  \ 
^'Big  Sioux"  will  soon  be  demanded  by  the  whites  for  settlement,  and 
the  sooner  it  is  purchased  the  less  trouble  the  whites  will  have  to  get 
rid  of  the  Indians  and  take  possession  of  it.    I  regard  it  as  necessary  i 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  Indians  that  the  influence  of  these  Yanctons  | 
should  be  withdrawn  from  them ;  and  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  put  i 
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the  Yanctons  under  annuities,  and  settle  the  difficulties  that  exist 
between  them. 

Many  of  the  Med-a-wah-kan-to-ans,  and  Wah-pa-ku-tis  are  desirous 
of  breaking  up  their  tribal  relations  and  cultivating  lands  in  severalty. 
They  see  the  rapid  progress  of  those  who  have  adopted  such  a  course, 
and  are  anxious  to  see  it  prevail  generally  among  them.  I  would 
suggest  that  a  treaty  be  made  with  them  by  which  every  head  of  a 
fitmily  can  take  and  hold  as  his  individual  property  eighty  or  oi|e 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  use  it  without  the  interference  of 
any  one  else.  I  would  also  suggest  that  this  treaty  be  made  in  Wash- 
ington ;  and  I  think  this  would  be  preferable  for  several  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  the  old  and  sound  men  of  the  tribes  would  have  a 
better  opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  when  relieved  from  the 
influence  of  their  young  men  ;  and  again,  I  deem  it  highly  important 
that  some  of  these  Indians,  and  also  the  Sisitons  and  Wahpetons, 
should  visit  the  east,  in  order  that  they  may  get  some  idea  of  the  force 
and  numbers  of  the  whites,  as  they  cannot  and  do  not  believe  that 
the  strength  of  the  whites  is  greater  than  they  have  seen  themselves, 
or  that  the  army  extends  bsyond  those  troops  they  see  about  the 
neighboring  posts.  .To  disabuse  their  minds  on  these  subjects  will  be 
productive  of  good  results  in  future,  as  the  recent  difficulties  were 
enhanced  undoubtedly  by  their  ignorance  on  these  points. 

In  leaving  the  charge  of  this  agency,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  con- 
gratulate the  Indian  department  upon  its  future  conduct  falling  into 
such  competent  hands  as  my  successor,  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Brown  ;  his 
profound  knowledge  of  Indian  matters,  his  tried  fidelity  in  all  the 
miportant  public  trusts  which  he  has  filled,  are  a  sufficient  guaranty 
for  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  Sioux  in  future. 

With  much  respect,  sir,  I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  E.  FLANDBAU, 

United  States  Ag&ntfor  Sioux, 

William  J.  Cullbn,  Esq., 

Superintefident  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  19. 

Sioux  Agency,  Sq^iember  24,  1857. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  annual  report  of  the  farming 
operations  at  this  place  since  the  first  of  April,  when  I  took  charge. 
Here  follows  a  synopsis  of  work  done : 

Lands  cross-ploughed 480  acres. 

Wheat  sown 95 

Potatoes 8 

Corn 20 

Buia  bagas 40 

iMid  fenced ,..••• 70 
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New  farms  opened — to  wit:  one  field,  addition  to  Star's,.  30  acres. 

Twelve  farms  for  individuals,  of  four  acres  each 48     " 

Two  farms  for  individuals,  of  six  acres  each 12      " 

One  farm  for  individuals,  of  five  acres 5      " 

One  farm  fpr  individuals,  of  two  acres 2      " 

810      " 

Houses  buiU. 

1  frame  house  for  Chief  Little  Crow. 
1  log  house  for  Chief  Wabesha. 
1  log  house  for  Chief  Shackpe. 
10  log  houses  for  individuals  of  different  bands. 
220  tons  of  hay. 

I  have  to  report  the  entire  failure  of  our  wheat  and  com,  the  former 
being  cut  off  by  the  grasshoppers  while  yet  green,  and  the  latter  being 
destroyed  by  the  grasshoppers,  the  hail,  and  the  blackbirds.  Of  po- 
tatoes we  shall  have  an  average  crop,  but  not  being  yet  harvested  I 
cannot  say  how  much  they  will  yield.  However,  I  expect  to  store 
away  about  a  thousand  bushels.  Buta  bagas  shared  the  fate  of  the 
wheat. 

The  backwardness  of  the  spring  allowing  but  a  short  space  of  time 
for  ploughing  and  planting,  and  the  poor  condition  of  the  teams  caused 
by  the  severity  and  length  of  the  winter,  prevented  us  from  ploughing 
all  the  lands  under  cultivation.  Many  of  the  Indians  who  reoeivea 
ploughs  and  harness  ploughed  their  own  fields,  so  that  there  was  only 
a  small  part  of  the  land  left  unploughed,  and  that  being  part  of  the 
oldest  lands  was  very  mellow  and  in  good  order  for  planting. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  of  work  above  statea,  there  has  been 
built  at  the  agency  a  frame  house  for  the  accommodation  of  the  em- 
ployes during  the  summer  months.  The  warehouse  has  been  repaired, 
and  the  fences  also  required  very  extensive  repairs. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  Indians  show  a  marked  advance  in 
agriculture  during  the  past  year,  although  the  'excitement  caused  by 
the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  and  the  several  expeditions  against  the 
Spirit  lake  murderers  have  been  great  drawbacks  to  their  industry. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  MAGNER, 

Farmer /or  Lower  Sioux. 

C.  E.  Flandrau,  Esq., 

Indian  Agent. 


No.  20. 

Hbapquartbrs,  Fort  Ridoely,  April  4, 1857. 
Sir  :  In  order  that  you  may  have  information  of  the  recent  Indian 
murders  perpetrated  in  this  Territory,  I  enclose  herewith  &  oo^^  ^^ 
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Captain  Bee's  report.  1  send  by  this  mail  the  original  report  and  one 
from  myself  to  the  department  headquarters,  from  which  I  have  asked 
orders  to  execute  summary  punishment  on  tiie  offending  band  and  to 
arrest  ,the  culprits. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  ALEXANDER, 

CdUmd  Commanding. 
Colonel  S.  Cooper^ 

Adjutant  General  United  Staies  Army. 


Fort  Bidgely,  Minnesota, 

April  9,  1857. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  March  last  I  received  from  the 
headquarters  of  this  ]^ost  an  order  to  proceed  with  the  effective  force 
of  my  company  to  Spirit  lake,  on  the  southern  border  of  Minnesota, 
where  it  was  reported  certain  houses  had  been  plundered  and  citizens 
killed  by  a  bana  or  bands  of  Sioux  Indians. 

The  call  for  assistance  came  from  Des  Moines  city,  on  the  Des 
Moines  river,  some  fifteen  miles  north  of  Spirit  lake.  At  12^  p.  m. 
my  company,  numbering  forty-eight,  rank  and  file,  was  en  roate  for 
its  destination,  taking,  by  advice  of  experienced  guides,  a  long  and 
circuitous  route,  down  the  valley  of  the  Minnesota,  as  far  as  South 
Bend,  for  the  purpose  of  following,  as  long  as  possible,  a  beaten  track. 

The  season  was  unpropitious  for  military  operations  ;  the  snow  lay 
in  heavy  masses  on  the  track  which  I  was  following,  but  these  masses 
were  thawing  and  could  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  men,  much  less 
that  of  the  heavy  sleds  with  wh'ich  I  was  compelled  to  travel. 

The  narrative  of  a  single  day's  march  is  the  history  of  the  whole : 
wading  through  deep  drifts  ;  cutting  through  them  with  the  spade 
and  shovel ;  extricating  mules  and  sleighs  from  sloughs,  or  dragging 
the  latter  up  steep  hills  or  over  bare  spaces  of  prairie ;  the  men  wet 
from  morning  till  night,  and  sleeping  on  the  snow.  Such  were  the 
obstacles  I  encountered  while  still  on  the  beaten  track,  the  terminus 
of  which  was  a  farm  belonging  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Slocum. 
From  this  point  to  the  Des  Moines  was  an  unbroken  waste  of  snow. 
An  attempt  had  been  made  to  carry  provisions  through,  but  had 
failed.  Mr.  Flandrau,  the  agent  for  the  Sioux,  and  Mr.  Prescott,  an 
experienced  guide  and  interpreter,  started  with  me  from  the  fort,  and 
pushed  on  as  far  as  Slocum's,  to  try  and  discover  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  the  report  upon  which  my  march  was  ordered.  On  their  return 
they  stated  that  nothing  definite  could  be  learned ;  that  the  roads 
were  almost  if  not  quite  impassable ;  and  that,  as  I  must  necessarily 
be  absent  several  weeks,  it  behooved  them  to  return.  I  proceeded  to 
South  Bend,  on  the  Minnesota  river,  where  I  purchased  additional 
rations,  and  moved  on  to  Slocum's.  On  arriving  there  I  learned 
that  the  sleighs  which  had  attempted  to  cross  over  the  Des  Moines 
were  still  on  the  prairie,  at' an  immense  drift,  some  ten  miles  off.  I 
therefore  sent  my  guide,  Jo8epVilAi¥ittai\y)\&«)to  examine  this  drift. 
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aad  report  as  to  the  practicability  of  my  tornine  or  crossing  it.  He 
returned  and  reported,  that  it  could  not  be  passed  without  work.  This 
determined  me  to  remain  at  Slocum's  the  next  day,  while  a  working 
party  should  clear  the  road ;  by  so  doing  I  obtained  time  to  send  for 
a  couple  of  beeves  in  the  vicinity.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
March  I  left  Slocum's  and  commenced  the  most  arduous  part  of  my 
journey ;  but  before  my  camp  was  struck  two  settlers  from  the  Des 
Moines  came  in,  ostensibly  after  provisions,  and  reported  that  the 
Indians  (some  thirty  lodges)  were  encamped  at  a  grove  some  eight 
miles  above  the  settlements,  where  a  half-breed  by  the  name  of 
Ooursoll,  or  '^  Caboa/'  as  he  is  known  among  the  Sioux,  had  located 
a  claim.  This  report  determined  me  at  once  to  strike  for  this  grove, 
and  so  I  directed  my  guide. 

To  make  any  headway  with  my  sleighs,  I  was  compelled  to  break 
the  road  with  the  head  of  my  column,  marching  the  men  by  fours, 
and  relieving  each  every  fifteen  minuter ;  whenever  the  bugler,  whom 
I  left  with  the  rear  guard,  sounded  the  halt,  the  company  would 
ground  arms,  and  fall  back  to  the  assistance  of  the  sleighs.     I  en- 
camped that  night  on  the  Owotowon,some  fifteen  miles  from  Slocum's. 
The  ensuing  day  brought  me  the  same  difficulties ;  but  in  the  evening, 
when  I  made  my  camp  on  Cedar  lake,  I  was  compelled  to  drill  my 
men,  tired  and  wet  as  they  were^  as  skirmishers,  mr  some  were  re- 
cruits, and  had  had  no  instruction  in  that  branch.    This  day  we  must 
have  made  some  eighteen  miles.     The  following  day,  March  28th, 
about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  most  laborious  march  of 
about  twenty  miles,  I  found  myself  near  the  grove  in  which  I  was 
confident  that  the  Indians  were  encamped.   I  halted,  loaded  my  rifles, 
told  the  men  when  I  gave  the  word  Attention  I  their  knapsacks  mu^ 
be  thrown  off,  (to  be  taken  up  by  the  rear  guard,  which  I  ordered  to 
halt  with  the  train  at  that  point,^  and  that  no  whisper  must  be 
heard.     I  also  notified  them  of  my  ooject,  to  surround  the  lodges  with 
bayonets  fixed,  but  to  offer  no  violence,  unless  they  were  attacked, 
or  unless  they  should  receive  orders  from  Lieutenant  Murry  or  my- 
self.    As  soon  as  I  was  sufficiently  near,  I  gave  the  word,  off  went 
the  knapsacks  and  scarfs  and  gloves,  up  came  the  broken  down  and 
sick,  who  had  been  with  the  sleighs,  and  with  as  light  a  step  as 
though  the  day's  march  had  been  an  afternoon's  drill.    The  company 
moved  quickly  to  the  grove.     The  nest  was  there,  but  not  warm  ;  the 
lodges  bad  been  struck  several  days.     I  scoured  the  whole  grove 
without  success;  but,  finally,  met  ^^Caboa,"  who  informed  me  that 
Ink-pa-du-tah's  band  had  '^  wiped  out"  the  settlement^  and  gone  to 
Heron  lake,  some  twenty-five  miles  off,  in  the  direction  of  the  Yanc- 
ton  country,  that  he  was  confident  that  the  Indians  were  there, 
although  their  determination  was  to  join  the  Yanctons,  who  were 
fighting  the  troops  on  the  Missouri.     Weary  from  my  long  marchj,  I 
moved  my  camp,  and,  after  reflection,  concluded  that  I  would  still 
leave  the  settlements  unvisited  until  I  made  an  endeavor  to  overtake 
this  band  of  Sioux.     At  Betreat  I  called  for  volunteers  for  pursuit. 
The  company,  as  one  man,  moved  to  the  front.    I  then  made  a  detail 
of  an  officer,  two  non-commissioned  officers,  and  twenty  privates,  to 
take  three  days'  rations,  directed  the  remainder  of  isi^  ^^\&;:^<d:ci:^  \j^ 
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take  one  day's  rations,  ordered  the  teamsters  (all  of  whom  had  also 
volunteered  to  pursue)  to  select  all  the  mules  which  could  possibly  be 
ridden,  and  to  be  ready  to  lead  them  in  the  morning,  and  sent  the 
men  to  their  tents  without  sound  of  bugle.     In  the  morning  I  had 
them  waked  up  by  the  voice,  fearing  that  the  bugle  note  would  give 
notice  of  my  presence,  and  soon  started  on  my  march  to  Heron  lake. 
I  directed  my  guides  (for  Oaboa  had  joined  me)  to  intercept  the  trail 
of  Indians,  if  possible,  so  as  to  shorten  the  distance,  which  they  did 
effectually,  as  I  only  had  to  march  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles.     I 
had  some  difficulty  in  crossing  the  Des  Moines,  which  was  rising  and 
breaking  up,  but,  by  throwing  hay  on  the  ice,  succeeded  in  crossing 
my  mules.     When  we  neared  the  grove,  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  se- 
lected certain  men  to  ride  the  mules,  and  directed  Lieutenant  Murry, 
in  case  the  Indians  ran  from  the  timber,  as  they  were  likely  to  do^  to 
move  at  once,  follow  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  bring  them  to  action, 
sending  the  mules  back  4n  order  that  more  men  might  be  hurried 
forward.     The  approach  to  the  lake  was  somewhat  concealed,  every- 
thing was  still  and  quiet,  the  guide  went  ahead,  a  shot  was  fired,  and 
he  turned  back.    In  an  instant  my  men  were  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and,  advancing  a  little  quicker  on  the  flanks,  encircled  the  grove  ;  but 
again  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment ;  the  camp  was  there,  with 
all  its  traces  of  plunder  and  rapine ;  books,  scissors,  articles  of  female 
apparel,  iurs  and  traps  were  scattered  on  the  ground  ;  the  marks  of 
some  six  or  seven  lepis  (lodges)  were  there,  but  they  had  been  struck 
Friday  night  or  Saturday  morning.     This  was  Sunday  afternoon  ; 
there  remained  a  single  chance.     Some  four  miles  distant  was  another 
lake  and  grove,  towards  which  led  the  trail  of  the  Indians.    I  directed 
Lieutenant  Murry  to  mount  at  once  and  dash  for  this  ^rove  ;  but  if 
the  signs  he  might  find  there  were  as  old  as  those  before  me,  to  lose 
no  time  in  unavailing  pursuit,  but  to  return.     This  last  he  soon  did, 
with  the  report  that  a  stop  had  been  made  there,  but  that  the  guide 
reported  the  signs  two  days  old.     From  Caboa's  statement,  and  the 
marks  in  the  camp,  the  Indians  had  twenty-three  or  twenty-four 
horses.     They  had  fully  two  days'  start  of  me.     As  the  settlers  had 
reported  thirty  lepis,  I  thought  it  possible  that  there  were  other  bands 
about  the  settlements.     I  was  in  a  country  destitute  of  provisions ; 
behind  me,  and  separating  me  from  the  few  supplies  I  had,  was  the 
Des  Moines  river,  rising  rapidly.     These  considerations,  joined  to  the 
fiwt  that  my  men  were  jaded  and  foot-sore  from  a  march  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles,  the  difficulties  of  which  I  have  but  feebly  por- 
trayed; that  I  had  no  saddles  for  my  mules,  and  that  only  thirteen  of 
them  could  be  ridden, — all  these  things  induced  me  to  return,  morti- 
fied and  disappointed,  to  my  camp. 

I  will  endeavor  to  make  this  report  more  concise,  and,  instead  of 
copying  from  my  journal  the  daily  record  of  my  movements,  will  state 
the  facts  of  the  outrage  as  I  gathered  them  from  Caboa  and  friendly 
Indians,  and  as  I  saw  them  with  my  own  eyes.  Before  doing  so, 
however,  I  must  state  that,  on  the  morning  following  my  march  to 
Heron  lake,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Murry  with  a  command  to 
Spirit  lake  to  scout  for  Indians,  gather  the  facts,  and  bury  the  dead. 
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should  any  such  be  found,  while  I  took  a  party  down  the  ssttlemeuts 
with  similar  objects  in  view.     I  now  present  the  following  as  the  facts: 

Some  six  weeks  or  two  months  since,  Ink-pa-du-tah's  band,  mus- 
tering some  twelve  or  thirteen  warriors,  were  hunting  in  Iowa,  on  the 
Inyan  Yankey  or  Little  Sioux  river ;  a  dog,  belonging  to  one  of  the 
settlers,  attacked  an  Indian  and  was  killed  by  him.  The  owner  pun- 
ished the  Indian,  and  other  citizens,  probably  fearing  the  conse- 
quences, took  the  guns  from  the  whole  band,  leaving  them  no  means 
of  providing  their  daily  subsistence. 

These  Indians  bore  no  great  love  to  the  whites  at  best,  two  of  the 
chief's  daughters  had  married  Sioux,  of  the  Yankton  nation,  both  of 
whom  were  with  the  party.  They  determined  on  revenge,  returned 
to  the  place  where  their  guns  had  been  stored,  found  them  unguarded, 
got  possession  of  their  arms,  and  swept  the  valley  of  the  Little  Sioux 
up  to  Spirit  lake.  On  this  lake  were  several  houses,  scattered  at 
wide  intervals  through  the  grove,  all  of  these  they  plundered,  killing 
the  inhabitants  and  probably  bearing  off  with  them  some  women.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  Markham  had  been  absent  from  Spirit  lake,  on 
liis  return,  he  went  to  the  house  where  he  boarded,  or  was  employed, 
and  found  its  inhabitants  lifeless  on  the  floor ;  he  ran  to  another  house 
and  found  Indian  lodges  pitched  before  its  doors ;  he  then  made  his 
way  to  the  small  settlement  called  Springfield,  or  Des  Moines  city, 
and  gave  the  alarm.  The  inhabitants  collected  in  two  houses  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river ;  on  the  west  was  a  single  house  belonging  to  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Wood,  who  carried  on  a  large  traffic  with  the 
Indians,  many  of  whom  resort  to  the  Des  Moines  during  the  winter 
and  spring  for  the  purpose  of  hunting.  While  the  settlers  on  the 
east  bank  sent  to  Fort  Ridgely  for  assistance,  this  man  Wood,  with  his 
brother,  remained  on  the  west  bank,  ridiculed  their  fears^  and,  when 
Ink-pa-du-tah's  band  came  in  from  Spirit  lake,  traded  with  its  mem- 
bers until  a  few  days  before  the  troops  arrived,  and  then  told  them 
they  had  better  be  out  of  the  way,  for  the  soldiers  were  coming.  This 
brought  affairs  to  a  crisis.  The  Indians  crossed  the  river,  plundered 
the  vacant  houses,  found  one  house  unfortunately  occupied,  its  owner, 
Josiah  Stewart,  having  left  the  house  where  the  settlers  had  congre- 
gated and  returned  to  his  own  homestead  with  his  wife  and  three 
children.  Here  the  savages  revelled  in  blood.  When  I  visited  the 
spot,  the  father  lay  dead  on  his  threshold,  the  mother,  with  one  arm 
encircling  her  murdered  infant,  lay  inside  the  door,  and  by  her  side 
was  stretched  the  lifeless  body  of  a  little  girl  of  three  summers ;  the 
eldest,  a  boy- of  ten  years,  escaped.  Attacks  were  then  made  on  the 
two  houses  of  which  I  have  spoken.  In  one,  no  damage  was  done,  in 
the  other,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas  had  his  arm  broken,  his  son, 
some  ten  years  of  age,  was  killed,  and  a  young  woman  was  slightly 
wounded.  The  Indians  then  crossed  the  river,  killed,  probably,  both 
the  Woods,  although  I  only  succeeded  in  finding  the  body  of  one  of 
them,  plundered  the  trading  house,  and  hurried  off  with  an  abund- 
ance of  guns,  powder,  lead,  and  provisions,  to  ascend  the  Des  Moines 
and  join  the  Yanctons.  This  was  Thursday  evening.  I  arrived 
Saturday  evening,  being  too  late  by  two  days.     I  found  on  Monday 

23 
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mornings  when  I  reached  the  settlements,  that  the  inhabitants  had 
fled,  and  I  learned  from  a  man  by  the  name  of  Henderson,  who  had 
been  abandoned,  he  being  a  helpless  cripple,  that  they  had  started 
down  the  river  Friday  morning.  Several  settlers  had  returned  with 
me,  and  after  me,  from  Slocum's.  I  sent  one  of  them  after  those  who 
had  fled,  to  bring  them  back,  telling  them  that  I  would  have  a  suf- 
flcient  guard  to  pr(}tect  the  settlement,  and  that  I  was  satisfied  no 
other  Indians  were  engaged  in  the  affiair  than  Ink-pa-du-tah'R  band, 
and  that  they  had  certainly  fled.  On  the  strength  of  this,  some  re- 
turned and  reported  that  all  would  return  if  the  guard  was  to  be  per- 
manent. I  could  give  them  no  information  on  that  head,  but  stated 
thai  I  would  take  the  responsibility  of  leaving  an  officer,  two  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  twenty  privates,  but  that  further  action 
must  come  from  my  military  superiors.  I  then  returned  to  this  post, 
taking  a  route  directly  across  the  country,  as  led  by  my  invaluable 

fuide,  La  Fromboisfi.  Four  marching  days  brought  me  to  the  fort, 
n  conclusion,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a 
post  on  the  Des  Moines  river. 

A  great  check  has  been  given  to  settlement  and  civilization  by  this 
massacre.  Settlers  and  pioneers  would  be  most  unwise  to  risk  their 
lives  and  those  of  their  families  in  a  region  which,  from  its  facilities 
for  hunting  and  fishing,  and  (should  the  settlement  extend)  for  plun- 
der and  violence,  may  be  termed  the  Indian  paradise. 

A  sure  retreat  is  offered  to  any  band  ot  savages  which  may  be 
tempted  to  become  hostile.  The  Missouri  offers  a  refuge  ;  the  vast 
country  lying  between  the  Minnesota  and  the  Missouri,  with  its 
numerous  lakes  and  groves,  affords  countless  places  of  concealment; 
and,  although  Fort  Ridgely  lies  within  a  few  days'  march,  yet,  as  is 
shown  by  my  expedition,  an  outrage  may  occur  at  a  season  of  the 
year  which  would  render  it  impossible  for  troops  to  reach  the  scene 
of  distress  under  several  days. 

Immediately  about  the  Des  Moines  settlement  the  timbered  land  is 
claimed,  but  the  country  has  not  been  surveyed,  and  I  doubt  not  an 
eligible  point  for  a  post  could  be  easily  found.  Supplies  probably 
would  have  to  be  supplied  from  South  Bend. 

While  expressing  my  regret  and  disappointment  that  the  object  of 
my  expedition  was  not  attained,  viz :  the  punishment  of  the  Indians, 
I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  company 
were  I  not  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding  officer  the  cheer- 
i'ulness  and  patience  with  which  they  encountered  the  fatigues  of  a  no 
ordinary  march ;  and  perhaps  I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  myself 
did  I  not  assert  that  I  used  the  best  energies  of  my  nature  to  carry 
out  the  instructions  which  I  received.  It  was  one  of  the  saddest  mo- 
ments of  my  life  when  I  saw  the  Stewart  family  dead  by  their  cold 
hearthstone,  but  then  and  there  my  conscience  told  me  that  they  had 
met  their  fate  by  no  fault  of  mine. 

I  enclose  for  the  consideration  of  the  commanding  officer  a  copy*  oi 


o  No  copy  of  the  papere  here  spoken  of  were  sent  to  the  IndUn  office. 
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of  the  order  I  published  at  camp  Alexander,  and  also  the  instructions 
I  left  with  Lieutenant  Murray. 

And  am,  very  respectfully,  your  oftedient  servant, 

BERNARD  E.  BEE, 
Captain  Commanding  Company  D,  Tenth  In/aniry. 
First  Lieutenant  H.  E.  Matnadier, 
Adjutant  10th  Infantry. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Ridoely, 

AprU  14,  1857. 
A  true  copy,  HENRY  E.  MAYNADIER. 


No.  21. 

[Telegraphic  Despatoh.] 


MiLWAUKiB,  Wisconsin, 

AprU  21,  1857. 
Citizens  of  Minnesota  much  scared.  Remittances  ought  to  be  received 
before  this.     Provisions  and  money  paid  out  may  quiet  both  Indians 
and  whites. 

FRANCIS  HUEBSCHMANN, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 
C.  E.  Mix, 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs ^  Washington. 


No.  22. 

Northern  Superintbndbncy, 

Saint  Paul,  May  8,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  telegraphic  despatch  I  left  Milwaukee  on 
the  27th  ultimo,  but  the  ice  yet  obstructing  navigation  on  Lake  Pepin, 
I  did  not  reach  this  place  until  the  1st  instant. 

I  at  once  took  pains  to  obtain  reliable  information  as  to  the  atroci- 
ties committed  by  some  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  and  as  to  the  best 
measures  to  be  taken  to  recover  the  four  abducted  women,  and  to  cap- 
ture the  guilty  Indians. 

The  enclosed  letter  of  agent  Flandrau  to  one  of  the  journals  pub- 
lished in  this  place  embraces  the  essential  statements  contained  in 
several  of  his  reports  addressed  to  me. 

Another  letter  written  to  me  on  the  16th  ultimo  by  the  agent  is 
herewith  enclosed,  and  he  has  reported  to  me  verbally  since  I  arrived 
that  he  ha.s  seen  all  the  bands  of  the  Sioux  which  were  scattered 
through  the  settlements  hunting,  except  the  one  kept  by  the  half- 
breeds  on  the  half-breed  reservation,  and  that  all  tlio^^  o^XiKt^  v^^  ^^ 
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their  return  to  the  reservalian.  Many  of  the  Indians  could  not  under- 
stand at  all  what  the  panic  among  the  whites  meant.  Some  of  the 
militia  volunteers  fired  upon  Sleepy  Eyes'  band,  who  were  returning 
home  peaceably,  and  reported  some  six  killed,  but  happily  only  one 
man's  arm  was  fractured  by  their  balls.  A  Mr.  Brandt  was  found 
shot  the  next  day,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  was  killed  by  Sleepy 
Eyes'  people  in  retaliation  for  the  attack  upon  them. 

Some  of  the  friendly  Sioux  Indians  have  brought  in  the  report  that 
the  band  of  Inkpadutah  had  fled  across  the  Sioux  in  the  direction  of 
the  James  river,  and  had  only  three  of  the  abducted  women  with 
them,  having  left  one  to  perish  on  the  prairie  in  the  stprnv  of  the  18th 
and  19th  of  April. 

The  day  after  my  arrival,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Governor  Medary, 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  and  on  the  sixth  we,  jointly  with  the 
Sioux  agent,  visited  Fort  Snelling  to  have  a  conference  with  the  com- 
manding officer.  A  note  addressed  to  Colonel  Alexander,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  gives  an  account  of  said  conference,  and  of  the 
measures  proposed  to  be  taken. 

I  have  transferred  to  agent  Flandrau  ($300)  three  hundred  dollars 
of  the  fund  **  Provisions  for  Indians,''  to  be  used,  if  necessary,  to  fit 
out  an  expedition  of  friendly  Indians  mentioned  in  the  letter  to 
Colonel  Alexander,  and  to  make  presents  to  such  as  shall  distinguish 
themselves  in  recovering  the  abducted  females.  I  hope  you  will  ap 
prove  of  my  course,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  such  instructions  as 
you  may  deem  proper  to  give. 

The  public  mind  is  not  yet  quieted  in  relation  to  these  ludian  hos- 
tilities. A  report  reached  here,  by  way  of  St.  Louis,  that  some  five 
hundred  Indians  had  invaded  the  Des  Moines  country,  but  it  is  not 
probable  that  there  is  the  least  foundation  for  such  a  report,  as  there 
is  a  detachment  of  United  States  soldiers  yet  stationed  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  we  would  have  had  reports  from  them  before  any  could 
reach  St.  Louis. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  suggest  that,  unless  the  department  prefers  to 
wait  for  an  appropriation  by  Congress  to  defray  the  expenses  of  mak- 
ing a  treaty  with  the  Yanctoan  Sioux,  the  military  expedition  con- 
templated might  furnish  a  favorable  opportunity  to  make  such  treaty. 
As  long  as  we  have  no  treaty  with  them,  bad  Indians,  and  such  as 
have  committed  crimes,  will  find  among  them  hiding  places  and  coun- 
tenance. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  HUEBSCHMANN, 

Superintendent. 
Hon.  James  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  City,  D.  C, 
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No.   23. 
[From  the  Pioneer  and  Democrat.] 
Official  account  of  the  late  Indian  difficulties. 

Sioux  Agenct,  AprU  11,  1857. 

As  the  recent  Indian  difficulties  at  Spirit  lake  will  give  rise  to  ru- 
mors of  all  kinds^  which,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  will  be  exaggerated 
in  their  origin,  and  grow  as  they  extend  from  the  scene  of  the  occur- 
rence, I  deem  it  my  duty,  being  in  possession  of  the  facts  as  they 
really  transpired,  to  give  them  publicity,  in  order  to  prevent  errone- 
ous statements  from  going  abroad,  which  may  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  and  advancement  of  the  Territory,  by  unnecessarily  alarming 
those  who  mtend  immigrating  here  the  present  season. 

The  Sioux  Indians  bearing  abroad  the  reputation  of  being  a  pow- 
erful and  warlike  race,  and  so  few  persons  being  conversant  with  their 
condition,  their  divisions,  and  their  relation  to  the  government,  the 
whites,  and  to  each  other,  the  offences  of  any  portion  of  them  will 
very  naturally  be  attributed  to  them  all,  and  awaken  apprehensions 
in  quarters  where  there  is  no  possible  grounds  for  themj;  it  is  to  allay 
such  fears,  and  to  direct  public  sentiment  in  the  right  channel  at  the 
outset,  that  I  propose  an  explanation  of  the  difficulty,  the  causes 
which  have  led  to  it,  the  Indians  who  are  chargeable  with  it,  and  the 
influence  it  will  legitimately  exert  upon  the  country. 

The  lake  is  situated  near  the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  a  short 
distance  west  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  where  it  crosses  that  line. 
Last  spring  Hon.  William  Freeborn,  of  Red  Wing,  in  connexion  with 
other  gentlemen,  projected  a  settlement  at  this  point,  which  has  pro- 
gressed up  to  this  winter  to  six  or  seven  houses,  with  as  many  families  ; 
they  were  well  supplied,  and  contemplated  large  improvements  this 
season.  Some  time  last  spring  or  summer,  a  town  was  laid  off  about 
ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  this  lake,  up  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  called 
Springfield,  by  a  Mr.  Wood,  formerly  of  Mankato. 

This  settlement  at  the  time  of  the  trouble  (which  occurred  during 
the  early  part  of  March)  contained  two  trading  houses,  and  several 
families;  this  was  the  nearest  settlement  on  the  north,  there  being  no 
habitation  nearer  than  the  Watonwan  river.  There  is  no  settlement 
on  the  west  of  it.  The  nearest  settlement  on  the  south  is  reported  to 
be  about  forty  miles  down  the  river,  which  takes  its  source  in  Spirit 
lake,  known  among  the  Indians  as  Inyanyan  Key  on  Rock  river.  It 
will  be  seen  that  this  locality  is  isolated  and  on  the  extreme  verge  of 
civilization  and  without  it  possessed  the  means  of  defence  within  it- 
self would  be  unprotected  in  case  of  danger  from  an  enemy.  The 
settlers'  houses  are  always  a  considerable  distance  apart,  and  generally 
not  within  sight  of  each  other,  and  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  half  a 
dozen  men  acting  in  concert. 

The  Indians  were  hunting  in  Iowa  in  the  vicinity  of  the  settlement 
on  Rock  river,  one  of  the  Indians  was  bitten  by  a  dog  belonging  to  a 
white  man,  and  he  killed  the  dog.  The  white  man  assaulted  the 
Indian  and  beat  him  severely,  and  the  whitea  ^locfe^di^  \.^  *0i:^^  ^»2«s:^ 
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of  the  Indians  and  disarmed  them  ;  by  some  means  the  Indians  re 
possessed  themselves  of  their  arms,  or  procured  others,  and  commenced 
an  attack  upon  the  settlement,  with  what  result  I  have  been  unable 
certainly  to  ascertain^  but  fear  the  worst ;  they  then  came  up  to  Spirit 
lake,  and  by  taking  one  house  at  a  time,  as  is  reported,  either  killed, 
took  prisoners,  or  drove  away  all  the  persons  residing  there. 

The  first  that  was  known  of  this  outrage  was  ascertained  by  a  Mr. 
Morris  Markham^  who  had  been  residing  at  Spirit  lake,  in  the  family 
of  Mr.  Gardiner,  and  who  returning  after  an  absence  of  some  time  in 
Iowa,  proceeded  to  his  former  residence  on  the  9th  of  March  last,  and 
found  it  sacked  and  three  dead  bodies  in  the  house  He  visited  two 
other  houses  that  day  and  found  them  deserted ;  he  then  secreted  him- 
self until  night,  when  he  when  to  a  fourth  house,  and  saw  six  or  eight 
lodges  of  Indians  encamped  near  it ;  supposing  they  had  been  the 
cause  of  what  he  had  witnessed,  he  went  immediately  to  the  Dee 
Moines  settlement  and  reported  what  he  had  seen.  Most  of  the  men 
being  absent,  they  sent  to  Fort  Ridgely  for  relief,  and  two  young  men 
came  over,  arriving  on  the  18th  of  March ;  being  personally  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  parties  at  the  Des  Moines,  who  had  signed  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts,  and  knowing  the  presence  in  that  neighborhood  of 
a  party  of  lawless  Indians,  I  was  fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  re- 

Jort,  and  after  consultation  with  Colonel  Alexander,  commanding 
'ort  Bidgely,  he,  with  commendable  alacrity,  despatched  a  companj 
of  the  tenth  infantry,  under  Captain  Bee  and  Lieutenant  Murray,  to 
the  scene  of  the  troubles.  These  troops  encountered  all  the  difficulties 
and  obstacles  incident  to  marching  over  prairies  covered  with  deep 
snow,  and  just  in  the  transition  stage  between  winter  and  spring,  bat 
persevered  day  after  day,  until  they  reached  the  lake  Here  they  as- 
certained that  the  Indians  were  two  days  in  advance  of  them  on  the 
retreat,  having  been  apprized  by  one  of  the  traders  of  the  approach  of 
the  troops,  after  which  information  they  murdered  him,  plundered  his 
establishment,  and  made  good  their  retreat  into  a  country  which 
made  capture  improbable,  with  their  small  force,  and  pursuit  un- 
availing, tiad  it  not  been  for  this  untoward  circumstance,  the  troops 
would  have  taken  them  on  the  spot. 

The  Indians  here  report  that  a  force  arrived  from  the  Missouri 
river  of  about  one  hundred  soldiers,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  reliable 
concerning  them.  Captain  Bee  has  returned,  leaving  Lieutenant 
Murray  at  the  lake  with  twenty-four  men.  A  guard  will  be  kept 
there  until  orders  are  received  what  action  to  take  to  punish  the 
offenders.  The  exact  number  of  persons  killed  is  not  ascertained, 
but  over  twenty  are  said  to  be  missing.  This  is  a  history  of  what  has 
taken  place.  '  4 

I  will  now  give  you  a  short  history  of  the  Indians  who  have  com- 
mitted these  outrages,  and  their  character  and  relation  to  the  Sioux 
of  Minnesota. 

Previous  to  the  year  1851,  the  date  of  treaty  between  the  Medawa- 
kantoan  and  Wahpekuti  Sioux,  these  Indians  inhabited  the  country 
of  the  St.  Peter,  or  Minnesota,  up  to  the  Little  Bapids,  and  also  the 
northern  portion  of  Iowa,  and  about  the  Des  Moines  and  Spirit  lake 
country. 
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The  Wahpekuti  are  nnder  two  chiefs,  Wamdisapi  and  Tasagi,  and 
were  at  war  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  ;  the  Wahpekuti  who  now  live 
on  the  reservation  say  that  it  was  the  lawless  and  depredatory  hahits 
of  the  Indians  under  Wamdisapi  that  kept  up  that  war.  The  Sac 
and  Fox  troubles  and  other  causes  separated  the  Wahpekuti,  and 
those  under  Wamdisapa  gradually  went  toward  the  Missouri  river, 
inhabiting  the  country  about  Vermillion.  At  the  time  of  the  cession 
of  the  Medawakantoan  and  Wahpekuti  lands  these  Indians  were  not 
considered  as  occupying  the  lands  embraced  in  the  treaty  then  made, 
which  includes  the  Des  Moines  and  Spirit  lake  country,  and  they  did 
not  appear  or  take  any  part  in  the  treaty.  More  recently  they  have 
planted  near  Spirit  lake. 

In  1854  a  number  of  them  came  to  the  payment,  and  claimed  the 
right  to  be  participants  in  the  annuities,  and  were  rejected  by  the 
Indians  and  the  agent.  Last  fall  they  came  again,  and  were  again 
rejected.  There  is  no  friendship  existing  between  these  Indians  and 
those  included  in  the  treaty,  and  they  are  as  ready  to  depredate  upon 
those  Indians  as  upon  the  whites. 

The  force  of  this  strolling  band  who  have  done  this  mischief  is  not 
more  than  eight  or  ten  lodges,  or  about  fifteen  men.  They  are  led 
by  Inkpaduta,  and  are  all  well  known.  The  case  has  been  laid  before 
the  Indian  department  by  myself,  and  immediate  and  energetic  mea- 
sures recommended  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice.  It  has  also  been 
fully  reported  by  the  officers  at  Fort  Ridgely,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  government  will  speedily  punish  the  guilty  parties. 
The  Sioux  Indians  upon  the  reserve  are  well  disposed,  and  received 
this  intelligence  with  as  much  indignation  and  disapprobation  as  the 
whites  themselves.  They  are  doing  their  best  to  improve  their  con- 
dition, and  stand  clear  of  any  suspicion  of  or  connexion  with  this 
affair.  The  few  of  them  who  yet  linger  about  the  white  settlements 
will  be  removed  in  the  spring,  and  would  have  been  before  had  it 
been  possible  for  them  to  subsist  on  their  reserve  this  winter. 

So  far,  then,  from  the  Sioux  as  a  tribe  being  implicated  in  this 
affair,  it  has  been  perpetrated  by  a  few  strolling  Indians,  who  are 
not  recognized  by  the  Sioux  or  the  government,  and  have  been  for 
years  outlaws  among  their  own  people,  and  who,  it  is  my  opinion, 
will  be  exterminated  before  the  leaves  of  next  autumn  fall. 

Persons  coming  into  the  Territory  need  feel  no  more  apprehensions 
from  the  Sioux  Indians  than  if  this  unfortunate  affair  had  not 
occurred  ;  but  when  their  adventurous  dispositions  lead  them  to  the 
confines  of  the  Indian  territory,  and  almost  beyond  the  reach  of 
friendly  assistance  from  the  settlements,  prudence  would  seem  to 
suggest  that  they  should  go  in  sufficient  numbers  to  insure  their 
safety. 

Respectfully, 

CHARLES  E.  FLANDRAU, 
Agent  for  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi. 
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No.  24. 

Fort  Ridoely,  April  16,  185T. 

Sir  :  The  recent  trouble  at  Spirit  lake  has  given  rise  to  an  intense 
panic  all  through  the  country.  Petitions  have  reached  the  fort  from 
the  Blue  Earth  and  Watonwan  rivers  for  assistance,  and  Col .  Alex- 
ander has  sent  a  detachment  of  twenty  men,  under  Lieut.  McNab,  to 
Spirit  lake  by  the  way  of  the  Blue  Earth  and  Watonwan  rivers,  to 
relieve  Lieut.  Murray,  who  was  left  there  by  Capt.  Bee,  and  Murray 
will  return  by  the  same  route,  covering  the  settlements.  I  think  the 
alarm  is  all  false,  and  the  plan  above  stated  would  have  set  every- 
thing straight  again,  but  news  has  reached  me  to-day  that  large  bands 
of  citizens  have  armed  and  gone  into  the  field  from  Mankato,  St. 
Peters,  Traverse  des  Sioux  and  other  settlements  ;  that  the  people  are 
flocking  in  from  the  country  by  hundreds,  terribly  frightened,  and 
that  these  volunteers  have  killed  five  Indians.  Considering  my 
presence  necessary  to  quell  this  trouble,  I  leave  to-morrow  morning 
at  daylight  for  the  lower  country,  taking  with  me  Mr.  Belland  as  in- 
terpreter. I  do  not  take  my  own  interpreter,  as  his  presence  at  the 
agency  will  be  necessary  when  the  Indians  get  the  news  of  this  affair. 
It'  I  do  not  put  a  stop  to  these  imprudent  outbreaks  against  innocent 
Indians,  I  will  not  be  willing  to  answer  for  the  consequences.  I  say 
innocent  Indians,  because  I  cannot  think  of  any  but  a  few  of  our 
friendly  ones  who  can  be  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  E.  FLANDRAU, 

Indian  Agent. 

F.  HuEBSCHMANN,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Paul. 


No.  25. 

Northern  Superintendkncy, 

St.  Patd,  May  2,  1857. 
Sir:  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  necessity  of  taking  some 
measures  to  recover  the  four  women  who,  it  is  believed,  have  been  ab- 
ducted by  some  Sioux  Indians  from  the  neighborhood  of  Spirit  lake, 
and  to  capture  and  punish  the  perpetrators  of  the  murders  and  depre- 
dations lately  committed  in  that  vicinity.  The  greatest  diversity  of 
opinion,  however,  exists  as  to  the  measures  most  proper  to  be  taken. 
I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  Col.  Smith,  commanding  at  Fort 
Snelling,  be  invited  to  meet  you  and  me  in  conference  in  relation  to 
those  affairs,  and  that  by  this  conference  such  measures  be  taken  or 
recommended  to  the  government  as,  after  careful  consultation,  will 
Appear  proper.  If  you  prefer  it,  we  might  visit  Fort  Snelling  on  Mon- 
day,  and  there  meet  Col.  Sm\l\i.    iBLm^Xvo^^^et^-vvlUng  to  co*operate 
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with  you  in  any  other  mode  that  you  may  suggest,  to  arrive  at  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  measures  best  to  be  taken. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  HUEB8CHMANN, 

Superiniendent, 
His  Excellency  8.  Medary, 

St.  Fatd,  Minnesota  Territory. 


No.  26. 

Northern  Superintendency, 

St.  Paul,  May'%,  1857. 

Sir:  On  the  6th  instant  I  visited  Fort  Snelling,  with  Governor 
Medary,  hoping  to  find  you  there.  We  conferred  with  Col.  Smith 
in  relation  to  the  atrocities  lately  committed  by  some  Sioux  Indians, 
and  were  happy  to  learn  that  you  had  determined  to  send  out  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  capture  these  Indians  as  soon  as  there  is  grass  enough 
to  support  cattle  or  mules.  It  seems  to  be  generally  conceded  that  an 
eflfort  should  be  made  to  recover  the  women  who  were  abducted  before 
this  expedition  is  sent  out,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  guilty  Indians 
will  kill  them  at  the  approach  of  the  troops.  It  is  thought  best  to 
send  out  a  party  of  friendly  Sioux  Indians,  headed  by  some  discreet 
half  breed,  to  bring  the  women  back.  Col.  Smith  expressed  the  opinion 
that  you  would  feel  authorized  to  fit  out  such  a  party  with  stores.  I 
most  respectfully  request  that  you  will  aid  Agent  Flandrau  in  his 
enterprise  by  all  means  in  your  power.  In  case  Agent  Flandrau 
should  call  upon  you,  now  or  any  time  during  the  summer,  to  assist 
him  in  removing  the  bands  of  ** Sleepy  Eyes,"  *'  Rattling  Moccasin," 
*'Red  Iron/'  and  "Limping  Devil,"  who  have  been  more  inclined 
than  any  others  to  stroll  about,  to  the  fields  ploughed  for  them,  I  shall 
feel  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  any  aid  you  may  render  him. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  HUEBSCHMANN, 

Superintendent. 

Col.  Alexander,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces  in  Minnesota  Territory  ^ 

Fort  Bidgely^  Minnesota  Territory. 


No.  21. 

[Telegraphic.] 

St.  Paul,  via  Dunleith, 

July  18,  1857. 

Sir:  Being  in  St,  Paul,  I  have  to  night  received  reliable  informa- 
tion thai  the  Indians  at  the  Yellow  Medicine  river  h.eiV^k\\\.^^^iTJs5w^ 
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States  soldier  the  balance  of  the  troops  from.Bidgely  have  gone  up; 
I  fear  difficulty ;  we  must  have  more  forces  on  the  frontier  here  to 
prevent  a  general  war ;  there  are  now  at  Yellow  Medicine  river  six 
thousand  Indians,  composed  of  annuity  Indians,  Yanktons  and  Cat 
Heads;  the  present  force  is  inadequate;  the  two  companies  of  the  tenth 
should  not  be  withdrawn ;  I  send  this  by  express,  who  will  wait  a 
reply.  The  governor  of  the  Territory  should  have  authority  from  Ihe 
United  States  to  raise  volunteers,  if  necessary;  this  intelligence  has 
arrived  since  the  superintendent's  despatch  was  forwarded.  See 
Secretary  of  War. 

C.  E.  FLANDRAU, 

Sioux  Agent. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs, 


No.  28. 

Department  op  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs j  July  18,  1857. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  threatened  difficulties  with  the  Sioux  of  Min- 
nesota, growing  out  of  the  fact  that  several  Indians  were  killed  in 
making  an  arrest  of  some  memhers  of  the  tribe  who  were  charged  with 
the  murder  of  certain  white  citizens,  and  you  state  that  in  conse- 
quence of  hostile  demonstrations  you  have  deemed  it  expedient  to 
postpone  the  annuity  payments  for  the  present;  and  I  have  to  remark 
that  your  course  of  action  in  this  respect,  being  in  conformity  with 
your  instructions,  is  approved. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  has  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, with  a  suggestion  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish a  sufficient  detachment  of  troops  to  enable  the  Indian  agent  to 
command  the  respect  of  the  Indians,  and  afford  ample  protection  to 
the  citizens  and  their  property. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

Commissioner. 
Wm.  J.  Cullen,  Esq. 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs y  St.  Patd,  Minnesota. 


No.  29. 
[Telegraphic] 

Yellow  Medicine,  July  15, 1857, 
Via  DuNLETTH,  lUinoiSy  July  20,  1857. 

Sm:  I  have  demanded  of  the  Sioux,  according  to  instructions  May 
9,  that  the  Spirit  lake  muTdereta  alvould  be  brought  in,  sympathy 
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and  relationship  existing  between  them  and  their  Indians.  They  de- 
cline going  after  them  without  United  States  troops  being  sent  with 
them.  There  are  not  troops  8u£Scient  to  send  with  them  with  safety. 
There  are  five  thousand  Indians,  including  one  hundred  Yanctou 
lodges,  now  there.  I  havewith  held  the  payment  and  desire  further 
instructions.  Prompt  measures  are  necessary  either  to  pay  the  annu- 
ities, or  have  such  trouble  that  will  require  immediate  reinforcement 
to  the  troops  in  the  Territory.  What  shall  I  do?  Answer  by  tele- 
graph to  Dunleith,  where  Bowes  waits  for  an  answer. 

W.  J.  CULLEN, 

Superintendent. 
Hon.  Jas.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs^  Washington. 


No.  30. 
[Telegraphic] 

Office  of  Indian  Affaibs, 

Washington,  July  20,  1857. 
Adhere  to  your  instructions  ;  there  must  be  no  yielding.     The  Sec- 
retary of  War  will  act  promptly ;  troops  go  to  you  from  Baltimore 
and  Detroit  to-morrow  ;  I  will  start  a  special  agent  to  you  to-morrow. 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

Commissioner. 
W.  J.  CULLEN, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Yellow  Medicine,  Minnesota. 
Care  Mr.  Bowes,  Durdeith,  Illinois. 


No.  31. 
[Telegnphic] 

Office  Indian  Affairs,  July  23, 1857. 
For  answer,  see  despatch  to  Superintendent  Cullen  of  the  20th. 

J.  W.  DENVER,  C(mmissioner. 
C.  E.  Flandrau,  Esq., 

Sioux  Agent,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  via  Durdeith. 


No.  32. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  July  22,  1857- 

Sir  :  You  have  been  appointed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  a  special  agent  of  this  department  for  the  ttwcA- 
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action  of  certain  business  hereinafter  indicated,  and  your  compensation 
will  be  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  day,  and  as  a  commutation  for 
travelling  expenses  you  will  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per 
mile. 

You  will,  therefore,  proceed  with  the  greatest  possible  despatch  to 
Minnesota,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  to  Superintendent 
CuUen  the  views  of  the  Secretary,  of  which  you  have  been  apprized, 
respecting  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  the  settlement  of  the  apparent 
difficulties  connected  with  the  contemplated  payment  of  annuities  to 
certain  bands  of  Indians. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  issued  to  Superin- 
tendent Cullen  on  the  30th  of  May  last,  together  with  the  papers 
accompanying  the  same;  also,  a  copy  of  the  superintendent's  letter 
of  the  7th  instant,  and  the  office  reply  thereto  of  the  18th,  with  which 
you  will  fully  acquaint  yourself,  that  you  may  understand  the  respec- 
tive steps  taken  by  this  bureau  anterior  to  the  present  period,  to  the 
end  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  render  timely  and  efficient  aid  to  the 
superintendent,  in  the  communication  of  the  instructions  of  the  depart- 
ment in  all  matters  pertaining  to  your  special  duties.  • 

Recent  intelligence  received  from  Superintendent  Cullen,  of  Minne- 
sota, indicates  the  existence  of  hostile  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  Sioux 
Indians  of  that  Territory,  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  several  Indians 
were  killed  in  an  attempt  to  arrest  a  lawless  band  of  said  tribe,  who 
were  charged  with  the  commission  of  certain  murders  at  *^  Spirit 
laJce;**  and  in  consequence  of  such  hostile  demonstrations  the  super- 
intendent has  been  prevented  from  carrying  out  the  instructions  of 
this  office  of  the  30th  of  May  last,  and,  therefore,  he  having  reason  to 
believe  that  the  upper  and  perhaps  the  lower  bands  of  Sioux  were 
sympathizing  with  the  Spirit  lake  murderers,  it  was  deemed  advis- 
able to  withhold  the  payment  of  the  annuities  until  the  reception  of 
further  instructions. 

In  a  telegraphic  despatch  of  the  15th  instant  from  Superintendent 
Cullen,  who  was  then  on  the  Yellow  Medicine,  it  is  represented  that 
upwards  of  five  thousand  Indians  had  assumed  a  hostile  attitude  to 
the  government;  had  obstinately  refused  to  deliver  up  any  of  the 
offenders,  yet  insisted  upon  the  payment  of  the  annuities  ;  and  in  re- 
sponse to  the  inquiry  of  the  superintendent  as  to  what  he  should  do 
under  the  circumstances,  he  was  advised  by  a  despatchof  the  20th  to 
adhere  to  his  instructions,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  would  act 
promptly  in  furnishing  detachments  of  regular  troops  from  Baltimore 
and  Detroit,  and  that  a  special  agent  would  be  sent  out  to  confer  with 
him  upon  the  matters  connected  with  the  expedition. 

You  will  go  direct  to  St.  Paul,  where  it  is  presumed  that  you  will 
learn  the  present  position  of  Mr.  Cullen,  and  from  that  point  you  will 
proceed  to  join  him  with  the  least  possible  delay,  with  a  view  of  con- 
ferring with  him  in  relation  to  the  object  of  your  mission,  and  it  is 
expected  you  will  make  yourself  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  im- 

f)ortant  facts  and  circumstances  which  may  be  brought  to  your  know- 
edge,  in  order  that  they  may  be  incorporated  in  the  final  report  which 
you  are  required  to  prepare  and  transmit  to  this  office  when  yoji  shall 
have  discharged  the  duties  with  which  y^^  ^^^  hereby  entrusted. 
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In  the  progress  of  your  duties  you  will  correspond  with  this  bureau 
as  often  as  may  be  deemed  proper  in  connexion  with  the  business  de- 
volving upon  you. 

In  the  perusal  of  these  papers  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  intimated 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  Sioux  Indians  probably  sympathize  with 
the  murderers ;  yet  it  may  be  possible  that  those  who  manifest  any 
feeling  of  favoritism  in  their  behalf  are  principally  young  warriors 
who  will  not  subject  themselves  to  the  control  of  the  old  chiefs  ;  how- 
ever, in  any  event,  you  will  inform  Superintendent  CuUen  that  he 
will  strive  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians  that  no  part  of 
their  annuities  will  be  paid  until  they  deliver  up  to  the  proper  author- 
ities all  those  who  have  in  any  way  participated  in  the  murders  at 
Spirit  lake  or  other  points,  or  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  do  so  ;  and 
he  will  give  all  these  Indians  to  understand  clearly  and  distinctly 
that  it  is  the  determination  of  the  government  and  its  agents  to 
punish  in  the  most  summary  manner  those  who  stubornly  refuse  to 
deliver  up  the  murderers  for  trial. 

The  superintendent  will  issue  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  re- 
spective agents  of  the  Winebagoes,  Chippewas,  and  Sioux,  to  apprize 
the  Indians  under  their  charge  of  the  intention  of  the  government  to 
chastise  all  who  aid^  abet,  or  in  any  manner  sympathize  with  these 
murderers,  and  in  order  that  they  may  cautiously  avoid  suffering  the 
consequences  of  any  act  of  indiscretion  on  their  part,  they  should  be 
careful  to  refrain  from  taking  any  steps  which  may  be  construed  into  a 
participation  with  the  offenders  in  this  unwarrantable  defiance  of  the 
claims  of  law  and  justice  ;  and  the  agents  will  impress  upon  the  minds 
of  the  Indians  under  their  fostering  care  that  their  conduct  will  be 
strictly  scrutinized,  and  in  case  any  of  them  should  be  guilty  of  the 
commission  of  similar  crimes  or  offences,  they  may  confidently  expect 
to  meet  such  punishment  as  their  offences  may  justly  merit,  and  no 
illegal  act  on  the  part  of  any  one  will  be  overlooked  with  impunity, 
but  the  guilty  will  certainly  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to  a  despatch 
from  Governor  Medary,  of  Minnesota,  has  disapproved  of  his  sugges- 
tion respecting  the  employment  of  a  volunteer  force  to  chastize  the 
hostile  Sioux  ;  and  you  will  apprize  the  superintendent  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  there  should  be  a  harmonious 
co-operation  between  this  branch  of  the  public  service  and  the  regular 
troops  which  may  be  called  into  the  field,  and  it  is  expected  of  him,  in 
the  line  of  his  duty,  to  notify  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  to  refrain 
firom  any  interference  with  the  plans  or  arrangements  of  the  military. 
It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  regular  force  will  be  adequate  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  object  had  in  view,  and  therefore  the  superin- 
tendent will  warn  all  persons  to  avoid  taking  any  steps  unfavorable  to 
the  troops  or  adverse  to  the  Indians,  unless  the  same  shall  be  recog- 
nized and  approved  by  the  oflScers  in  command  of  the  expedition. 

In  your  conference  with  the  superintendent  you  will  tell  him  that 
the  Yancton  Indians,  who  may  have  assembled  with  the  main  body  of 
the  Sioux,  should  not  be  recognized  in  any  council  or  intercourse  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  hold,  unless  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  they  are 
clothed  with  authority  to  act  in  behalf  ot  the  tribe  they  claim  to  t^^ 
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resent,  and  in  this  event,  so  far  as  the  Yanctons  are  concerned,  he  will 
take  no  further  action  than  may  he  expedient  to  impress  their  minds 
with  the  assurance  that  suitable  arrangements  will  be  made  with  them 
at  the  proper  period  with  a  view  to  the  advancement  of  their  interests, 
provided  they  return  to  their  own  country  and  there  maintain  amica- 
Die  relations  to  the  government  and  its  citizens  ;  but  no  business  of  a 
permanent  character  will  be  transacted  with  them  outside  of  their 
country,  except  the  government  may  require  their  presence  elaewhere, 
and  no  council  or  intercourse  will  beheld  with  irresponsible  portions  of 
other  tribes  save  in  their  own  country  or  at  such  point  as  the  proper 
authorities  may  designate. 

The  disbursing  agent  has  been  directed  to  place  at  your  disposd 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollers  out  of  the  appropriation  for  contin- 
gencies of  the  department  on  account  of  your  per  diem  and  travelling 
expenses,  and  should  you  need  any  additional  amount  you  will  apprise 
me  of  that  fact  and  the  necessary  steps  will  be  taken  to  place  at  your 
disposal  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  from  time  to 
time  during  the  progress  of  your  business. 

You  will  show  these  instructions  to  Superintendent  Cullen,  and 
counsel  with  and  aid  him  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the   business 
with  which  you  have  been  entrusted,  and  subsequent  instructions  will 
be  given  to  you  from  time  to  time  a.s  occasion  may  seem  to  require. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER, 

Oommisaioner. 

Kbutzino  Pritchette,  Esq., 

Special  Agenty  present. 


No.    33. 

Lower  Sioux  Aobnoy, 

Jnly  26,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  from  this  place  in  regard  to 
the  events  and  transactions  that  have  transpired  at  ^^  Yellow  Medi- 
cine *'  since  my  communication  of  the  7th  instant,  and  partially  com- 
municated by  telegraph  on  the  20th  instant,  which  have  detained  mc 
here  requiring  my  present  attention. 

I  shall  accordingly  fully  detail  to  you  the  events  as  they  have 
occurred  in  my  intercourse  with  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi,  that  you 
may  be  informed  in  regard  to  the  exact  position  I  have  occupied  in 
my  efforts  to  fulfil  the  duties  assigned  me  by  your  instructions  of 
May  9  and  30th  ultimo. 

On  the  9th  instant  I  held  a  third  council  at  the  upper  agency  with 
all  the  Indians  that  were  there  at  that  time,  including  all  the  Upper 
Sioux,  (except  the  Si-si-tons,  from  the  neighborhood  of  Big  Stone 
lake,  who  arrived  a  few  days  subsequently,)  and  again  repeated  what 
I  had  before  stated  to  them  on  the  preceding  day,  viz :  demanded  from 
^hem  the  delivery  of  lnkpaA\xtCL\v  widL^owi^^^Vvolvad  committed  the 
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Spirit  lake  murders,  informing  them  I  was  instructed  by  their  Great 
Father  to  withhold  their  annuities  until  these  murderers  were  brought 
to  justice.  There  was  present  at  this  council  a  portion  of  the  Lower 
Sioux,  who  were  present  at  my  request.  After  counciling  among 
themselves,  and  some  delay,  the  next  day  they  informed  me  they 
would  go  after  Inkpadutah  if  United  States  soldiers  were  sent  with 
them,  but  not  without. 

I  returned  to  the  lower  agency,  and  called  a  general  council  of  the 
Medawakantoan  and  Wah-pa-kuti  bands  on  the  12th  instant,  making 
the  same  demands,  and  giving  them  the  same  information,  and  the 
result  was  the  same  qualified  reply  I  had  received  at  the  upper 
agency. 

In  the  mean  time  I  had  communicated  with,  and  submitted  the  matter 
to,  Major  Sherman,  who  was  in  command  at  that  time  at  the  Yellow 
Medicine,  who  declined  sending  any  soldiers  with  Indians  on  an 
expedition  with  them  against  Inkpadutah,  for  reasons  that  were  satis- 
factory and  conclusive,  viz :  that  there  was  at  that  time  only  a 
small  detachment  of  twenty-five  men,  10th  infantry,  besides  his 
battery  with  him,  which  was  of  course  not  adapted  to  service  of  that 
nature ;  and  only  a  small  force  at  Fort  Ridgely.  And  again,  the 
policy  of  sending  soldiers  to  co-operate  with  Indians,  while  the  feel- 
ing, to  say  the  least,  thus  far  manifested  had  not  been  most  favorable 
to  form  a  conclusion  as  to  their  sincerity,  would  only  expose  troops 
to  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  Indians. 

And  again,  a  body  of  Indians  on  an  expedition  of  that  kind  would 
rely  on  troops  to  do  the  work  of  capturing  and  killing,  and  would  be 
but  an  incumbrance,  and  not  any  advantage,  in  case  they  should 
have  an  engagement  with  the  party  they  were  seeking  for. 

Besides  the  demand  I  had  made  of  the  Indians  was  an  act  based 
upon  the  requirements  of  the  government,  that  the  annuity  Indians 
and  those  holding  treaty  alliances  should  be  made  to  fieel  it  to  be  an 
imperative  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  control  the  bad  and  unruly 
among  them  who  were  disposed  to  do  injuries  and^commit  depreda- 
tions, and  when  murders  and  depredations  were  committed  by  those 
receiving  annuities  the  whole  nation  should  be  held  responsible  for 
the  delivery  of  them  to  justice. 

Having  had  sufficient  evidence  from  indication  before  and  since  my 
arrival  amon  g  them,  from  their  general  distrust,  and  their  unwillingness 
to  communicate  to  myself  or  their  agent  in  regard  to  the  Spirit  lake 
murderers  and  murders,  matters  that  had  excited  so  universal  an  interest 
from  rumors  of  threats  made,  and  the  general  tone  and  manner  (fre- 
quently highly  insulting)  both  in  and  out  of  council ;  also  from  the 
fact  that  Inkpadutah's  band,  acknowledged  by  the  Indians  themselves 
as  a  part  of  the  annuity  Indians,  that  they  were  blood  relations  to  the 
Wah-pa-ku-tahs,  (Lower  Sioux,)  and  by  marriage  connected  with 
"Sleepy  Eyes,"  and  other  bands  of  the  Si-si-tons ;  all  convincing  me 
of  a  sympathy  and  such  relationship  as  you  contemplated  in  your  in- 
structions to  my  predecessor  of  the  9th  May,  and  also  that  my  course 
was  a  plain  one  to  require  action  immediate  and  direct  on  the  part  of 
these  Indians,  both  Upper  and  Lower  Sioux  against  Inkpadutah  and 
his  band  of  murderers,  and  that  that  action  should  \>^  XaJiftwVj  "Ocvko^- 
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selves  alone  and  unaided,  so  as  to  produce  a  favorable  result  in  the 
future  bj  exerting  a  highly  restraining  influence  against  any  depre- 
dations of  like  nature. 

I  accordingly  declined  sending  soldiers  with  the  Indians,  advising 
them  that  if  they  declined  complying  with  my  demands  soldiers  would 
be  sent  by  their  Great  Father,  and  that  the  consequence  might  be  thai 
innocent  persons  might  suffer  as  well  as  the  guilty,  and  I  shonld 
make  no  payment  of  any  kind  to  them. 

On  the  13th  they  declined  going  without  soldiers.  On  the  Uth 
instant,  on  my  return  to  the  Yellow  Medicine,  I  found  all  the  upper 
Indians  collected  together,  all  who  were  known  as  annuity  Indians, 
numbering  nearly  five  thousand,  with  something  like  one  hundred 
Yancton  lodges  and  one  hundred  Yanctonais. 

Something  had  to  be  dpne  soon.  I  counciled  with  them  and  fonnd 
a  bad  state  of  feeling,  and  they  refused  to  go  after  Inkpadutah  with- 
out soldiers.  I  accordingly  despatched  Mr.  Bowes  as  messenger  t« 
Dunleith,  to  communicate  to  you  the  telegraphic  despatch  which  yoo 
received. 

Matters  were  assuming  a  very  critical  position,  much  alarm  and 
excitement  existing  among  the  whites  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
several  agencies.  All  work  suspended  on  the  farms,  and  many  having 
families  had  sent  them  away.  On  the  13th  Colonel  Abercrombie  ar- 
rived from  Fort  Randall  with  four  companies  of  United  States  troops, 
numbering  all  told  about  two  hundred  men.  One  company  of  about 
thirty-five  men  were  sent  to  relieve  the  company  with  Major  Sherman, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  join  their  regiment  on  their  way  to  Utah. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  shortly  after  my  messenger  had  left, 
a  soldier  was  deliberately  stabbed  by  an  Indian,  a  Si-si-ton,  close  by  the 
camp  of  Major  Sherman,  without  any  cause  or  provocation  of  any  kind 
whatever,  and  then  escaped,  and  received  refuge  and  was  harbored  by 
the  Si-si-tons  in  their  lodges.  This  of  course  produced  a  crisis  ;  Major 
Sherman  immediately  sent  an  officer,  who  demanded  the  immediate 
delivery  of  the  Indian.  The  Indians  received  him  with  two  hundred 
of  their  guns  pointed  towards  him;  he  however  demanded  the  Indian; 
they  finally  promised  to  bring  him  the  next  morning.  The  next  day 
they  came  down  from  their  lodges,  numbering  about  twenty-five  hun- 
dred warriors,  all  armed  and  painted,  evidently  prepared  for  fight 
Many  surrounded  and  came  into  the  camp;  they  asked  a  council;  Ma- 
jor Sherman  went  to  them  and  told  them  I  could  not  council  with 
them  with  guns  in  their  hands.  I  then  went  to  them  (they  had  not 
laid  aside  their  arms)  and  told  them  I  would  not  talk  to  them,  bat 
required  they  should  immediately  deliver  the  Indian  who  had  stabbed 
the  soldier,  lay  aside  their  arms,  and  I  would  then  talk  to  them. 

They  gave  me  a  very  unsatisfiactory  answer;  finally  said  they  would 
deliver  the  Indian  to  Major  Sherman,  who  then  went  forward  with  hifl 
interpreter  to  receive  him,  when  another  Indian  stepped  forward,  took 
the  guilty  man,  placed  him  on  his  horse,  and  carried  him  back  to  their 
lodges,  and  the  balance  followed. 

I  subsequently  learned  from  report  that  it  had  been  deliberated  and 
intended  by  the  Indians  to  have  attacked  the  camp,  expecting  all  the 
of&cera  and  myself  would  come  forward  to  receive  the  Indian,  when 
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they  expected  to  have  shot  us,  and  then  rush  in  and  take  the  camp, 
with  the  hattery,  horses,  and  mules ;  hut  our  going  forward  singly 
thwarted  such  a  design,  if  such  had  been  their  intention.  The  fact 
that  they  had  surrounded  the  camp  on  all  sides,  and  the  Yanctons  had, 
in  anticipation  of  such  a  result,  placed  themselves  among  the  mules 
and  horses,  seemed  to  give  some  probability  to  such  a  suspicion.  Ma- 
jor Sherman  immediately  ordered  his  battery  ready  for  action,  and 
sent  word,  if  the  Indian  was  not  delivered  they  might  expect  the  con- 
sequences. The  following  morning  they  brought  the  Indian  and  de- 
livered him  to  Major  Sherman. 

Although  it  had  been  designed  by  him  to  have  attacked  the  lodges 
where  they  had  kept  this  Indian,  and  had  sent  to  Fort  Ridgely  for  a 
reinforcement,  the  delay  of  which,  in  not  arriving  until  the  next 
morning,  prevented  a  general  slaughter  and  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  a  general  Sioux  war.  The  Indian  who  had  stabbed  the 
soldier  was  not  hung,  as  had  been  determined,  but  placed  under  guard, 
the  soldier  not  having  died,  but  was  recovering  from  his  wound. 

However,  the  trying  times  brought  out  the  feelings  of  some  of 
these  ;  Indians  **  Little  Crow  "  having  heard  at  the  lower  agency  of 
the  rumored  attack,  came  into  camp  about  the  time  when  we  were 
so  near  having  trouble,  and  told  me  he  had  learned  our  lives  were  in 
danger,  offered  his  services,  and  assisted  the  soldiers  in  driving  out  of 
the  camp  the  Yanctons,  and  those  who  having  crowded  among  the 
mules,  and  were  already  in  the  act  of  leading  them  away,  and  thereby 
saved  them. 

Major  Sherman  by  his  coolness  and  prudence  prevented  that  which 
must  have  resulted  in  a  bloody  massacre,  for  had  he  opened  the  fire  of 
his  battery  upon  these  Indians  few  of  them  would  have  been  left  to 
tell  the  story ;  and  the  few  troops  in  the  Territory  did  not  at  that  time 
warrant  an  act  which  would  have  exposed  the  whole  fourteen  settle- 
ments unarmed  to  an  immediate  attack,  which  must  have  been  the 
case. 

The  next  day  the  Indians  requested  a  council,  to  which  they  came 
without  arms.  I  informed  them  in  this  council  there  was  now  but 
one  alternative,  either  the  immediate  delivery  of  Inkpadutah  or  a  war 
with  the  United  States,  and  left  them  to  council  together. 

By  this  time  the  Lower  Sioux,  acting  under  the  advice  of  '*  Little 
Crow,"  came  forward,  and  said  they  were  willing  to  go  after  Inkpa- 
dutah and  band.  After  a  few  hours  the  Si-si-tons  finally  determined 
to  join  the  Lower  Sioux,  and  send  a  party  also.  I  required  that  each 
band  should  furnish  a  quota  to  make  up  the  party,  to  be  sent  under 
charge  and  command  of  "  Little  Crow,"  and  further,  that  the  imme- 
diate relatives  of  Inkpadutah  should  furnish  two  more  men  than  the 
other  bands.  The  tone  of  the  Indians  had  much  changed  after  learn- 
ing that  we  were  determined  in  our  course.  The  Indians,  not  having 
received  any  of  their  annuities,  were  without  means  to  enable  them 
to  furnish  and  supply  an  expedition.  I  had  concluded,  after  consult- 
ing with  Major  Sherman,  that  if  they  should  in  good  faith  comply 
with  my  demands,  and  furnish  the  quota  of  men  required  for  the  ex- 
pedition, I  would  furnish  them  with  provisions,  &c. 

After  much  exertion,  I  had  at  last  succeeded  in  accomplishing  that 
U 
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which  but  a  few  days  before  had  seemed  most  improbable.  In  aiding 
me  in  accomplishing  this  result,  and  for  services  rendered,  which  have 
saved  the  government  from  a  long  and  tedious  war,  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  services  of  the  chief,  **  Little  Crow,"  who,  after  pe^ 
ceiving  the  inevitable  results,  and  that  I  was  earnest  and  firm  in  mr 
determination,  gave  me  his  assistance. 

With  him  I  labored  night  and  day  in  organizing  the  party,  riding 
continually  between  the  upper  and  lower  agencies,  for  I  scarcely  slepi 
until  I  had  the  party  started  after  the  murderers. 

On  Wednesday  last  I  collected  the  upper  Indians  in  council,  sent 
the  Si-si-tons  home,  giving  them  what  provisions  were  necessary  to 
save  them  from  want.  During  this  day,  while  holding  a  council  with 
the  Yanctons,  the  Indian  who  was  under  guard  for  stabbing  the  sd- 
dier  escaped,  and  ran  towards  the  place  where  I  was  holding  conodl.  j 
The  guard  commenced  firing  after  him,  and  everything  was  again  ic 
turmoil  and  confusion  ;  however,  as  no  one  was  injured  except  the  pri- 
soner, who  was  wounded  by  several  shot,  and  escaped  in  the  confusioi. 
after  a  short  time  everything  again  assumed  a  peaceable  character. 

On  the  next  day,  the  19th  instant,  the  party  started  after  Inkpadutah 
I  provided  them  with  the  necessary  provisions,  and  made  a  requisition 
on  Major  Sherman  for  transportation;  a  wagon  and  mnles  he  for-  | 
nished  to  secure  the  success  of  the  expedition  and  that  I  might  be  I 
assured  that  the  Indians  were  sincere,  and  would  faithfully  perfom  | 
their  promise  to  bring  in  Inkpadutah,  I  sent  my  interpreter,  Josepk 
Campbell,  and  six  half-breeds. 

The  party  numbered  altogether  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  besides 
half-breeds.  I  started  myself  with  them  for  about  ten  miles,  where 
I  alone  councilled  with  them,  which  I  can  assure  you  was  a  very 
solemn  and  impressive  one.  I  here  took  occasion  to  impress  upon 
them  the  necessity  of  their  bringing  in  this  band  of  murderers  •  that  if 
they  were  not  killed  or  captured,  their  Great  Father  would  have  just 
cause  to  make  war  upon  their  whole  nation.  They  came  forward, 
and  each  warrior  pledged  me  they  would  never  return  until  they  had 
exterminated  Inkpadutah  and  his  party,  numbering  about  fifte^ 
men.  I  have  heard  frofai  them  at  the  ''Hole  inr  the  Mountain"  that 
they  would  proceed  to  Skunk  lake,  and  James  river,  near  which  place 
they  expected  to  find  the  murderers. 

I  have  strong  hopes  that  the  expedition  will  prove  successful.  Ko 
exertion  has  been  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring  this  result  ;  deeming 
it  to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  done  in  order  to  secure 
peace  and  quiet  to  the  frontier,  and  the  intense  excitement,  which 
has  prevailed  so  long  and  has  already  driven  many  settlers  away  Iroin 
their  homes,  should  subside. 

We  have  passed  through  a  crisis,  which  can  only  be  appreciated  hy 
being  realized.  At  one  time  collision  seemed  inevitable,  but  with  the 
co-operation  of  Major  Sherman  this  was  prevented,  and  by  this  means 
the  demands  of  the  government,  although  predicted  by  some  claiming 
great  experience  in  Indian  afiairs  as  utterly  unattainable,  have  been 
complied  with,  and  I  trust  as  the  sequel  will  prove  wholly  and  entirely 
successful. 

I  would  further  state,  I  have  been,  by  the  critical  condition  of  thing» 
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here,  compelled  to  remain  here  for  four  weeks.  Agent  Flandrau, 
having  been  elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  the 
Territory,  left  me  to  attend  to  his  duties  in  that  body  on  the  9th 
instant.  The  whole  duties  of  agent  and  superintendent  consequently 
devolved  on  me. 

On  the  15th  I  wrote  to  him  requesting  his  immediate  return,  as 
;  much  confusion  was  created  by  his  absence  ;  up  to  this  date  he  has  not 
j  returned.  To  make  it  more  embarassing  during  the  period,  when 
matters  are  holding  a  highly  critical  character,  and  it  required  every 
I  person  in  the  employ  of  the  department  to  protect  the  property,  all 
I     the  men  deserted,  with  the  exception  of  only  two  or  three.     1  had  with 

1  my  own  hands  to  perform  the  duties  of  drover,  blacksmith,  &c. ,  besides 
^  those  of  agent  and  superintendent.  Had  I  left  or  wavered  in  my 
J  demand,  the  result  would  have  been  far  different  from  what  I  have 
J    now  the  honor  to  report. 

.        I  shall  remain  here  a  few  days,  until  the  return  of  the  expedition, 

2  and  await  the  arrival  of  your  special  agent ;  and  should  the  Indians 
bring  in  Inkpadutah,  will  proceed  with  the  payment.  Everything  is 
at  present  quiet.  Major  Sherman  has  proceeded  with  his  command, 
with  the  exception  of  one  company,  to  Fort  Ridgely,  to  await  my 
further  requirements. 

I  would  urge  upon  your  consideration  the  necessity  of  having  troops 
in  this  vicinity.  Your  telegraph  announced  to  me  that  troops  were  on 
the  move  ;  they  should  be  kept  near  this  frontier  for  some  time  ;  their 
presence  may  have  a  highly  beneficial  effect  in  restraining  the  Indians 
and  in  restoring  confidence  to  the  settlers.  The  absence  of  troops 
gives  the  Indians  ideas  that  we  are  weak,  and  demoralizes  them  from 

I      that  subjection  which  it  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  maintain 

'      over  them. 

'  Permit  me  to  state  I  have  in  every  respect  endeavored  to  adhere  to 
your  instructions,  and  make  the  letter  and  spirit  of  them  my  law^ 
Besides,  the  policy  of  demanding  that  the  nation  receiving  annuities 
should  all  be  held  responsible,  I  am  satisfied  is  the  only  one  that 
could  have  been  successful  in  both  bringing  the  marauders  to  justice 
and  check  the  reiteration  of  the  same  offence  in  the  future. 

The  Upper  Indians  had  collected  for  the  payment  with  their  women 
and  children  ;  they  were,  of  course,  in  a  destitute  condition.  After 
they  had  concluded  to  send  after  Inkpadutah,  I  issued  provisions  and 
some  goods  to  keep  them  from  starving,  and  sent  them  to  their  homes, 
deeming  it  better  to  do  so,  and  not  give  any  excuse  for  them  to  com- 
mit depredations  under  plea  of  destitution,  informing  them,  at  the 
same  time,  no  payment  could  be  made  until  troubles  had  ceased,  and 
the  murderers  brought  to  justice. 

I  have  just  received  reliable  information  that  the  Yanctons  had 
driven  all  the  settlers  from  the  neighborhood  east  of  the  Big  Sioux 
river.  I  am  apprehensive  of  some  trouble  with  them,  as  they  are 
represented  to  be  in  a  destitute  condition.  I  would  further  state  that 
they  have  requested  the  recall  of  Captain  Noble's  party,  who  are 
en8:aged  in  building  the  Northern  Pacific  road. 

I  will  here  state  in  this  connexion  that  in  a  council  with  some  of 
the  Yanctons,  those  who  came  to  Yellow  Medicine  anticipatia^  i^% 
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payment,  and  exact  the  contribution  they  make  of  the  Si-si-tons  ;  on 
the  19th  instant  they  expressed  themselves  favorable  to  making  a 
treaty. 

I  told  them  I  would  report  to  you  their  feelings.  I  am  of  th« 
opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  adjust  the  matters  of  difference  between 
the  Yanctons  and  Si-si-tons,  the  Yanctons  claiming  that  the  latter 
have,  in  the  treaty  of  1851,  sold  the  lands  belonging  to  the  former, 
and  particularly  claiming  the  **Pipe  Stone  Quarry  ;*'  and  as  these 
matters  should  be  adjusted  so  as  to  prevent  future  troubleu  at  subse- 
quent payments,  I  would  here  call  your  attention  to  this  subject.  1 
am  also  much  inclined  to  believe  that  before  we  have  perinaneDUj 
finished  all  troubles  with  the  annuity  Sioux  it  may  be  found  necei- 
sary  to  have  new  treaties  with  them,  holding  them,  by  stipulations af 
a  strong  and  binding  character,  to  the  observance  of  peaceful  relatioM,  j 
and  responsible  for  all  depredations  ;  however,  as  this  canamunication  i 
is  already  lengthy,  I  will  take  occasion  in  a  future  conamunication  tc 
suggest  more  at  large  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

There  has  been  so  great  an  excitement  throughout  this  Territorj 
that  Governor  Medary  is  now  here  with  a  view  to  inquire  into  the  ' 
condition  of  matters,  and  the  necessity  of  calling  out  volunteers,  for 
which  at  present  no  necessity  exists,  provided  a  sufficient  force  of 
United  States  troops  are  retained  on  this  frontier. 

I  have  given  him  full  information  in  regard  to  all  matters  in  con- 
nexion with  the  Indians  under  my  jurisdiction. 

I  shall  proceed  to  the  Chippewa  payment,  to  complete  the  same,  as 
soon  as  I  can  with  safety  leave  matters  here,  which  I  hope  will  be  the 
ensuing  week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  CULLEN, 

_        ,        „.  _  S^pcrintendeni. 

Hon.  John  W.  Denver, 

Commiaaioner  of  Indian  Affairs j  Waahingkn  City. 


No.  34. 

Mankato,  Bute  Earth  County,  MiyNssoTA, 

JulyZl,  1857. 

Sm :  Upon  an  interview  with  the  governor  at  this  place,  I  am  in- 
formed that  no  further  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  by  the  Indian»' 
Great  alarm,  however,  still  prevails  among  the  frontier  settlers,  who 
are  daily  deserting  their  improvements,  and  many  leaving  the  Terri- 
tory. The  arrivfiil  of  the  troops  will  correct  this,  restore  confidence, 
and,  it  is  believed,  effectually  overawe  the  Indians. 

To-morrow  I  shall  proceed  to  the  lower  Sioux  agency  to  join  Super- 
intendent Cullen,  from  which  point  an  early  communication  more  at 
length  will  be  made  of  such  facts  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  ex- 
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planatory  of  the  origin  and  present  condition  of  the  existing  difficul- 
ties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PRITCHETTE. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


No.  35. 

Sioux  Agency,  Minnesota, 
August  3,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  my  arrival  at  this 
point  on  yesterday,  where  I  have  found  everything  tranquil.  The 
superintendent  informs  me  that  the  Indians  have  dispersed.  The 
Yanctons,  Yanctonees,  (or  Cut-Heads,)  and  Sisitons  no  longer  remain 
embodied  in  a  threatening  attitude,  having  departed  to  their  several 
homes  to  hunt. 

The  party  which  you  have  already  been  informed  was  despatched 
to  bring  in  Ink-pa-du-tah  and  his  band  was  constituted  of  individuals 
selected  from  each  of  the  several  bands  representing  the  seventeen 
bands  of  the  Upper  and  the  eight  of  the  Lower  Sioux.  It  is,  conse- 
quently, a  delegation  from  the  entire  Sioux  nation.  It  is  accompanied 
by  several  of  the  most  influential  chiefs ;  there  are  two  from  the  Upper 
and  two  from  the  Lower  Sioux — the  whole  led  by  **  Little  Crow.** 
The  interpreter,  A.  J.  Campbell,  with  a  number  of  half-breeds, 
accompany  the  expedition.  A  despatch  from  Campbell,  from  the 
^*  Hole  in  the  Mountain,"  reports  that  they  were  about  to  continue 
the  search  ;  first  at  '^  James  river,"  then  proceed  to  *' Spirit  lake," 
and,  if  still  unsuccessful,  continue  on  to  the  Missouri  river ;  and  that 
they  are  determined  not  to  return  without  the  murderers.  This  de- 
claration the  superintendent  and  the  interpreter,  Mr.  Robinson,  are 
firmly  convinced  is  made  in  good  faith.  The  country  through  which, 
for  a  considerable  distance,  their  course  lies  being  entirely  destitute  of 
game,  the  superintendent  has  been  compelled  to  forward  them  addi- 
tional supplies  of  provisions  at  the  ^'  Hole  in  the  Mountain"  to  enable 
them  to  proceed. 

The  superintendent  desires  me  to  state  that  the  Indians  declared  to 
him,  in  council,  that  hereafter  they  would,  without  delay,  arrest  and 
surrender  every  member  of  the  nation  guilty  of  the  perpetration  of 
any  wrong  or  outrage  upon  the  whites,  and  thus  avoid  similar  diffi- 
culties for  the  future. 

In  the  course  of  the  coming  week,  at  furthest,  definite  infor- 
mation is  expected  to  be  received  at  the  superintendency  of  the 
prospects  of  the  expedition  in  search  of  Ink-pa-du-tah,  and  it  is  hoped 
of  its  successful  result. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PRITCHETTE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  y  Washington^  D.  C» 
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No.  36. 

Sioux  Aobnct,  Minnesota, 
August  5,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  party  of  Indians  re 
presenting  the  entire  Sioux  nation,  under  the  nominal  lead  of  ** Little 
Crow,"  returned  yesterday  from  the  expedition  in  search  of  Ink-p»- 
du-tah  and  his  hand. 

They  report  that,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  they  reached  *^  Skunk  lake,' 
where  they  found  six  lodges  of  Ink-pa-du-tah's  people,  at  two  en- 
campments of  three  lodges  each,  with  an  interval  of  about  three  miles. 
These  lodges  were  all  recently  deserted.  A  part  of  the  pursuers  fol- 
lowed the  principal  trail,  and  on  the  29th  overtook  some  eight  m«, 
about  as  many  women,  and  a  number  of  children,  near  ^*  Lake  Ghw- 
ptya-tuuka,"  (Big  Dry- Wood,)  distant  twenty  miles  in  a  northwesto 
direction  from  Skunk  lake,  into  which  they  drove  them,  killing  three 
outright,  wounding  one,  and  taking  two  women  and  a  little  chiM 
prisoners.  One  of  the  killed  is  a  son  of  Ink-pa-du-tah ,  twin  brother 
of  the  one  killed  at  *'  Yellow  Medicine"  by  Lieutenant  Murray's  com- 
mand in  July  last. 

Ink-pa-du-tah's  band  divided  last  spring  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel: 
the  part  still  adhering  to  Ink-pa-du-tah  is  now  with  him  at  the  forb 
of  **  James"  and  **  Snake"  rivers. 

The  Indians  argue  that  they  have  n.')w  done  sufficient^to  merit  tiie 
payment  of  their  annuities,  and  it  is  very  questionable  whether  fiir- 
ther  pursuit  of  the  murderers  will  he  made  by  them.  Superintendent 
Cullen,  to  whom  great  credit  is  awarded  by  the  people  in  this  section 
for  his  untiring  and  devoted  exertions  in  effecting  a  peaceful  solution 
of  the  present  difficulties,  is  still  persevering  in  his  efforts  to  induce 
the  Indians  to  capture  or  punish  the  murderers. 

A  portion  of  the  troops  from  the  seaboard  have  reached  Fort  Soel- 
ling. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PRITCHETTE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denveb, 

Commishioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

P.  S. — I  have  omitted  to  state  that  the  Indians  have  been  informed 
that  until  the  remainder  of  Ink-pa-du-tah's  band  is  surrendered  or 
punished  their  annuities  will  not  be  paid. 

I  have  reopened  this  communication  to  inform  you  that  A.  R  b- 
ertson.  United  States  Indian  farmer  at  Yellow  Medicine,  has  just 
stated  to  the  superintendent  that,  from  a  conversation  with  an  Indian 
of  the  Upper  Sioux  bands,  he  understands  that  two  war  parties  are 
being  formed  to  complete  the  undertaking  to  surrender  or  punish  the 
Ink-pa-du-tah  outlaws,  in  which  the  Upper  and  Lower  Sioux  are 
rivals,  which  was  the  reason  that  they  did  not  unite  in  a  proposed 
council  with  the  superintendent  on  their  return  from  their  late  expe- 
dition. 

If  this  should  be  correct,  this  embarrassing  difficulty  will  be 
speedily  disposed  of. 


fv 
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No.  37. 


Sioux  Agbncy,  Minnesota, 
';  August  7,  1857. 

^  Sir:  Believing  that  you  would  be  better  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the 
information  transmitted  to  you,  of  the  killing  of  three  men  of 
Ink-pa-du-tah's  band  by  the  party  of  Sioux,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  it 
under  the  command  ot  Little  Crow,  I  herewith  enclose  to  you  the  tes- 
^  timony  relied  upon,  and  which  is  fully  believed  to  be  authentic.  It 
'  consists  of  the  report  of  A.  J.  Campbell,  United  States  interpreter  at 
-^  this  agency,  who  accompanied  the  party.  The  narative  of  individual 
^  Indians  engaged  in  the  pursuit,  and  the  minutes  of  the  examination  of 
*  one  of  the  female  prisoners  taken  at  Chauptya-tunka  lake,  previous 
^    to  the  fight  at  that  place. 

^  A  statement  made  by  the  warriors  of  the  Sisiton  and  Wahpaton 
i  bands  of  the  Upper  Sioux,  who  were  engaged  in  the  late  expedition,  it 
B  IS  presumed  may  be  of  interest,  as  manifesting  the  present  temper  and 
«  disposition  of  these  Indians,  and  is  accordingly  transmitted. 
fl!  A  letter  this  moment  received  from  Yellow  Medicine  states  that 
the  inhabitants  were  yesterday  thrown  into  great  alarm  by  a  report 
'»!  that  Ink-pa-dutah,  who  had  been  joined  by  a  number  of  Yanctons,  was 
tJ  at  Wood  Lake,  about  three  miles  from  that  point.  The  employees 
of  the  agency  at  Yellow  Medicine,  the  settlers  and  friendly  Indians 
I  in  the  vicinity  were  on  the  alert  all  last  night,  but  nothing  to  justify 
ji  their  alarm  occurred.  Superintendent  Cullen  and  myself  will  proceed 
i/     thither  early  to-morrow  morning. 

$         No  i)er8on  here  gives  the  slightest  credit  to  the  report. 
i         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
I  K.  PRITCHETTE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  J  Washington,  D.  C, 


No.  38. 

Report  of  A.  J.  Campbell,  United  States  interpreter,  sent  by  W.  «7.  CW- 
len,  superintendent  in  charge  of  a  party  of  Surux  in  pursuit  of  Ink- 
pa-du'tah  and  hiJt  band,  the  perpetrators  of  the  taassacre  ai  Spirit 
lake,  Minnesota  Territory, 

July  22,  1857. — Left  Yellow  Medicine  with  one  hundred  and  six 
(106)  Indians  and  four  half-breeds,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Cotton- 
wood lake,  where  the  superintendent  addressed  the  Indians  with  great 
effect. 

Jidy  23. — Encamped  on  the  Red  Wood  river.  In  the  night  some 
Yanctons  made  an  attempt  to  steal  the  horses ;  were  discovered  by 
the  guard  and  fired  upon.  Sent  a  message  to  the  Yanctons  that  we 
had  abundance  of  horses,  and  thoy  had  better  come  again  and  steal 
them.     We  were  never  afterwards  molested. 
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Jvly  24. — Encamped  near  Brown's  trading  post,  on  the  head  of 
the  Red  Wood  river.  Mahpaya-wa  Ska-skan,  (Bright  Shining  Cloud,) 
who  had  heen  elected  conductor  of  the  party,  made  a  speech  to  the 
young  men.  They  then  stripped  and  ran  races  ;  tried  their  guns  by 
firing  at  a  mark,  and  engaged  in  other  games. 

July  25. — Encamped  at  the  Lean  Bear's  village.  This  day  three 
Indians  and  a  half-hreed  went  ahead  and  discovered  a  lodge.  The 
half-breed  crawled  upon  his  belly  for  three  or  four  hundred  yards, 
and  found  two  men,  one  woman,  and  five  children. 

July  26. — Left  this  encampment  for  the  Hole  in  the  Mountain. 
Selected  six  men,  and  with  them  made  a  charge  on  the  lodge.  Sur- 
rounded them  before  we  were  discovered,  and  took  all ;  hut  found 
they  were  Sisitons,  and  not  any  of  the  party  we  were  in  pursuit  of. 

July  27. — Encamped  at  Crooked  river,  which  is  a  very  fine  stream. 
This  day  we  saw  three  Indian  men,  two  women,  and  four  children. 
One  of  the  Indians  having  a  fine  coat  and  pantaloons,  we  took  him, 
with  his  people.  Kept  them  about  four  hours,  and  questioned  them; 
but,  finding  no  reason  for  detaining  them,  let  them  go. 

July  28  and  29. — Encamped  at  Skunk  lake.  We  found  six  lodges, 
about  three  miles  apart.  They  were  the  lodges  of  some  of  Ink-pa- 
du-tah's  people.  We  found  afterwards  that  there  were  eight  men 
and  nine  women,  with  about  thirteen  children.  The  lodges  were  all 
deserted.  Scattered  the  men  in  all  directions  in  search  of  the  inhab- 
itants. John  Campbell,  Baptiste  Campbell,  John  Mooers,  Little 
Crow,  Gova  Road,  Iron  Elk,  Sanka-sake,  Wasu-ho- waste,  Hi-han- 
duta,  and  A.  J.  Campbell  took  the  principal  trail ;  followed  eighteen 
or  twenty  miles,  when  we  came  up  with  the  Indians.  The  fight  con- 
tinued half  an  hour,  when  the  night  and  heavy  rain  storm  stopped 
us.  Two  women  and  a  little  boy  fell  into  our  hands  ;  aud  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  we  ascertained  that  three  men  were  killed  in  the 
lake,  and  one  badly  wounded  in  the  thigh,  so  that  it  may  be  reason- 
ably supposed  that  he  also  is  dead.  The  names  of  the  killed  were 
given  us  by  a  nephew  of  White  Lodge,  who  states  that  they  are  the 
twin  brother  of  Ink-pa-du-tah's  eon,  who  was  killed  at  Yellow  Medi- 
cine, To-wacin-a-wa-kan  and  Ta-te-e-yoh-he. 

We  brought  away  two  horses  and  all  the  baggage  of  the  Indians. 
In  the  morning  we  searched  in  every  direction,  but  could  find  no  In- 
dians. We  were  travelling  all  night,  and  returned  to  Skunk  lake  to 
our  wagon.  There  we  had  very  little  to  eat,  and  tlmt  flour  only ; 
the  horses  were  jaded  ;  moccasins  worn  out,  &c.,  and  we  therefore  de- 
termined to  return  home. 

July  30. — Encamped  two  miles  on  this  side  of  Crooked  river. 

July  31. — Encamped  at  Cotton-wood  lake. 

August  1. — Encamped  at  the  Bed  Wood  river.  We  have  had  one 
man  very  sick.  Here  we  met  three  or  four  Indians,  who  demanded 
our  prisoners.  Befused  to  give  them  up,  and  told  them  **  if  they  sym- 
pathized so  much  with  the  murderers  they  had  better  go  and  pick 
their  dead  men  out  of  the  lake  and  bury  them.  We  had  been  sent 
by  their  Great  Father  to  punish  those  bad  people,  and  must  give  him 
some  proof  that  we  had  overtaken  them  ;  that  all  the  Sioux  who  had 
anything  to  do  with  such  evil  people  were  doing  wrong,  and  that  the 
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course  their  Great  Father  was  pursuing  was  the  only  one  to  put  good 
sense  into  their  heads." 

August  2. — Encamped  on  the  Red  Wood,  seven  or  eight  miles  from 
the  mill.  All  the  party  well  and  in  good  heart.  Sent  in  for  moc- 
casins, as  many  were  on  foot  and  had  blistered  feet. 

August  3. — Not  succeeding  in  getting  moccasins,  pushed  on  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  the  agency,  where  we  arrived  at  11  o'clock 
a.  m.  Returned  to  the  superintendent  seven  barrels  of  flour,  one  barrel 
of  pork,  and  one  half  barrel  of  crackers,  being  the  remainder  of  the 
supplies  sent  out  to  the  party  by  the  superintendent,  and  which  we 
met  on  our  return  on  this  side  of  the  Hole  in  the  Mountain. 


No.  39. 

Narrative  given  by  individual  Indiana  engaged  in  pursuit  of  Inhpa- 
durtah  and  his  bandy  under  Little  Crow. 

August  5,  1857. 

Mah-pi-ya,  an  Indian  of  Sleepy  Eye's  band,  states,  that  he  went 
alone  round  the  lake  on  the  morning  after  the  fight  to  search  for  the 
dead.  He  went  alone,  because  one  of  the  half-breeds  liad  talked  of 
scalping  the  dead,  which,  as  they  were  their  own  nation,  they  did 
not  wish. 

The  first  he  saw  dead  in  the  reeds  was  the  old  man,  Ta-wachin-e- 
waken  ;  he  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  lake.  The  next  he  found  was  a 
little  further  down,  Ta-te  i-ohi,  also  dead.  He  then  found  Mah-pi- 
ya-pe-ta,  the  old  man  Ink-pa-du-tah's  son,  also  dead.  He  went  on,  fol- 
lowing another  trail  of  one  apparently  badly  wounded  ;  but  as  by  this 
time  the  rest  of  the  party  were  all  gone,  he  felt  lonesome  and  unhappy, 
and  did  not  follow  the  trail  to  the  end.  He  thinks  there  were  cer- 
tainly two  children  lost  in  the  lake,  but  there  might  have  been  more. 

The  men  who  first  fired  were  Wa-su-ho-wasle,  Aki-cita-najin, 
We-can-hpi,  Sunk-sa-ke ;  and  Wah-pi-ya,  of  Jagenam's  band,  took 
the  prisoners.  There  were  seven  men  and  seven  women,  with  many 
children,  in  the  lake. 

Wa-su'ho-wastey  of  Maya-kute-marn's  portion  of  Jagenam's  band. 
This  man  was  one  who  guided  Lieutenant  Murray's  party,  and  was 
the  first  to  fire  upon  Ink-pa-du-tah's  son,  killed  at  Yellow  Medicine. 
He  corroborates  the  statement  of  Interpreter  Campbell  up  to  the  timo 
when  they  arrived  at  Can-ptya-tunka  lake,  where  the  fight  took  place. 

He  says  he  first  saw  the  women  and  children  in-  one  party  and  the 
men  in  another,  standing  in  the  reeds  in  the  lake.  Crow  stopped 
them,  and  he  began  to  fear  the  Indians  in  the  lake  would  escape.  He 
urged  Crow  to  go  forward  and  speak  to  them,  but  he  refused,  and 
said  they  would  shoot  him,  but  that  he  had  better  go  himself;  he, 
therefore,  went  forward  and  called  to  the  women  to  come  on  land. 
Two  of  them  and  one  child  came  and  shook  hands.    This  was  observed 
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by  Ink-pa-du-tah's  people  in  the  lake,  who  called  out,  "They  are 
frieads  I  they  are  shaking  hands  !"  A  few  moments  after  two  women 
moved  out  of  the  crowd  and  were  pulled  back,  when  the  Indians  in 
the  lake  again  cried  out,  ^^No!  they  are  enemies  I"  At  this  time 
the  men  began  to  move  off,  and  being  fearful  they  might  escape,  he 
fired,  and  his  ball  struck  one  man  near  the  shoulder,  who  dropped 
his  gun  in  the  water  and  did  not  move.  He  then  fired  his  other 
barrel  at  the  oldest  man  he  saw.  He  was  hit,  and  called  out,  ^'  They 
have  killed  me !"  He  thinks  he  then  dropped.  Continued  firing  for 
about  the  space  of  half  an  hour  ;  does  not  know  anything  further; 
but  is  very  confident  that  the  two  he  first  fired  at  were  killed.  He 
heard  that  three  dead  had  been  found,  and  he  thinks  that  from  the 
number  of  guns  fired  there  must  have  been  some  wounded.  He  doe? 
not  know  the  fact,  but  believes  some  children  must  have  perished  in 
the  lake  ;  he  saw  one  woman  bearing  up  two  children  in  the  water, 
and  making  another  child  swim  before  her. 

An-pe-turtok-eca,  of  Jagenam's  band,  who  assisted  Lieutenant 
Murray's  party,  and  was  the  first  to  discover  Ink-pa-du-tah*8  son  in 
the  long  grass,  and  who  was  one  of  those  who  went  to  ransom  Miss 
Gardner,  states,  that  being  on  foot  he  did  not  get  up  until  the  firing 
was  nearly  over. 

He  was  on  a  hill  near  the  lake  next  morning  when  Mah-pi-ya  went 
to  search  for  the  dead.  He  saw  him  raise  up  three  bodies  from  the 
reeds,  and  in  all  respects  confirms  the  report. 


No.  40. 

Minutes  of  the  examination  of  Ta-te-yah-he,  (Shifting  Windy)  whose 
husband  was  slain  by  the  party  of  Sioux  under  Little  Crowy  in  the 
IcUe  expedition  against  Ink-pa-du-tah  and  his  bandy  and  who  made 
her  a  prisoner. 

Her  father,  Te-osh-ka-ta,  (The  Pleasure-house,)  a  Sioux  of  Red 
Iron's  band,  was  killed  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  thirty  years  ago.  Her 
husband  was  **  friend"  to  Ink-pa-du-tah,  and  was  one  of  his  band. 

There  were  twelve  men  and  two  little  boys  (sons  of  Ink-pa-du-tah) 
at  the  Spirit  lake  massacre — seven  lodges  in  all.  Their  names  are 
as  follows : 

1.  Ink-pa-du-tah,  (Scarlet  Point  ) 

2.  Mak-pe-a-ho-to-man,  (Roaring  Cloud,)  son  of  Ink-pa-du-tah, 
killed  at  Yellow  Medicine. 

3.  Mak-pi-o-pet-a,  (Fire  Cloud,)  twin  brother  of  Mak-pe-a-ho-to- 
man,  killed  in  the  late  expedition. 

4.  Ta-te-yoh-he,  (Shifting  Wind,)  killed  in  the  late  expedition. 

5.  Ta-wah-che-ha- waken,  (His  Mysterious  Feather,)  killed  in  the 
late  expedition. 

6.  Ba-ha-ta,  (Old  Man.) 

7.  Ke  cho-man,  (Putting  On  as  he  Walks.) ^ 
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8.  Huh-san,  (One  Le^.) 

9.  Ka-hah-dat,  (Rattling,)  son-in-law  of  Ink-pa-du-tah,  non-annu- 
itant. 

10.  Ee-to-a-tank,  (Biff  Face.) 

11.  Ta-te  lida-shink  sna-mani,)  (One  who  makes  Crooked  Wind  as 
he  Walks.) 

12.  Ta-chan-che-ga-ho-ta,  (His  Great  Gun.) 
Two  boyd,  children  of  Ink-pa-du-tah. 

These  people  were  all  originally  of  the  Wah-pe-ku-ti  band.  About 
sixteen  years  ago  they  killed  the  old  chief  of  that  band,  Ta-sa-gi, 
(His  Cane,)  in  consequence  of  which  they  were  expelled  from  his 
band,  and  have  remained  roving  outlaws  on  the  Missouri  river  and 
its  vicinity  until  this  time. 

Last  year  Ink-pa-du-tah  drew  annuities  with  the  Wah-pe-ku-ti  band 
for  eleven  of  his  people. 

Tnk-pa-du  tab's  band  saw  Captain  Bee,  United  States  army,  and  his 
command  last  March,  while  in  pursuit  of  it,  very  near  them,  at  Peli- 
can lake,  and  fully  expected  to  be  taken  or  killed.  This  prisoner  will 
go  to  her  brother  at  Yellow  Medicine.  The  other,  an  old  woman, 
who  is  a  widow,  will  go  to  the  same  place.  The  Indians  will  take 
them  thither. 


No.  41. 

Statement  of  the  Sl-si-ton  and  Wah-pa-ton  loarriors  of  the  services  of  the 
Upper  Sioux^  in  the  pursuit  and  punishment  of  apart  of  Ink-pa-du- 
tah' s  band,  cfcc,  accompanied  with  a  request  for  t lie  payment  of  (heir 
annuities. 

Most  of  the  Si- sit  on  and  Wah-pa-ton  warriors  who  were  with  the 
war  party  were  present  and  heard  the  statement  of  Mah-pi-ya,  which 
they  confirm.  They  say,  also,  that  three  other  Indians — Mato-catka, 
Pte- waken,  and  Towanhdiga — fought  the  whole  time.  They  add 
that  one  man  found  in  the  lodges  seven  dollars  in  money.  They  say 
they  felt  it  very  hard  to  have  to  go  out  against  people  of  their  own 
nation  ;  but  that  when  they  saw  Wakea-ska,  who  was  connected  by 
marriage  with  Ink-pa-du  tab's  band,  and  the  old  chief,  Iganani,  ready 
to  go,  they  could  not  refuse  to  follow. 

They  desire  to  remind  their  Great  Father  that  the  first  man  who 
went  and  rescued  a  prisoner  (Mrs.  Noble)  belonged  to  the  Upper 
Sioux.  So  again,  those  employed,  and  who  succeeded  in  bringing  in 
the  other  prisoner  (Miss  Gardner)  were  Wah-pa-tons,  Upper  Sioux. 
Again,  those  who  gave  information  to  the  military  and  assisted  in 
killing  Ink-pa-du-ta's  son,  at  Yellow  Medicine,  were  Wasa-hi-was-te 
and  Anpatu-to-ke-ea,  both  Wah-pa-tons  or  Upper  Sioux.  And  now 
Wasa-ho-was-te,  a  Wah-pa-ton,  was  the  first  to  fire  on  the  men  in  the 
lake,  and  claims  to  have  killed  two;  whilst  seven  other  Wah-pa-tons 
and  Si-si-tons  are  known  to  have  continued  fighting  till  dark. 

They  beg  leave  to  point  out  these  things  as  good  proof  of  their 
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willingness  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of  the  murderers,  and  their 
desire  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  their  Great  Father. 

They  state  that  the  Si-si  tons  and  Wah-pa-tons,  generally,  are  much 
in  want,  and,  as  all  their  provision  is  consumed,  they  would  be  very 
glad  to  receive  their  annuity. 


No.  42. 

[Telegraphic] 

August  18,  1857. 
If  the  department  concurs,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Sioux  of 
the  Mississippi,  having  done  all  in  iheir  power  to  punish  or  surren- 
der Ink-pa-du-tah  and  his  band,  their  annuities  may  with  propriety  be 
paid,  as  a  signal  to  the  military  movement  from  Forts  Ridgely'aDd 
Kandall.  The  special  agent  from  the  department  waits  an  answer  to 
this  despatch  at  Dunleith,  and  for  instructions  in  the  premises. 

W.  J.  CULLEN, 

Superintendent, 
Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

I  concur  in  the  above  for  reasons  in  letter  mailed  to-day. 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 

Special  Ageni. 


No.  43. 

[Telegraphic] 

Office  Indian  Affairs, 

August  18,  1857. 
Before  giving  the  order  I  shall  wait  for  the  reasons. 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner. 

W.    J.    CULLKN, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 

K.  Pritchette, 
Special  Agent ^  cCc,  Dunleith,  Illinois, 
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No.  44. 


St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  August  16,  1857. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  just  arrived  at  this 

{)lace  direct  from  Yellow  Medicine,  by  the  way  of  the  Sioux  agency, 
eaving  everything  quiet  and  the  frontier  settlers  generally  free  from 
present  apprehensions  of  any  danger  from  the  Indians.  It  is  the 
general  sentiment  among  the  settlers,  as  well  as  others  of  intelligence 
and  experience  regarding  the  Indian  character,  that  for  want  of  food 
during  the  coming  winter  depredations  may  be  certainly  anticipated, 
unless  a  competent  military  force  is  stationed  at  several  points  between 
the  Indian  country  and  the  white  settlements.  These  points,  as  sug- 
gested by  Captain  Sully,  of  the  army,  an  officer  of  much  intelligence 
and  experience,  now  at  Fort  Ridgely,  are  as  follows :  Lac  qui  Parle, 
on  the  Minnesota  river,  near  Cotton-wood  river,  and  if  possible  near 
Spirit  lake.  Judge  Flandrau  and  other  gentlemen  well  acquainted 
with  the  country  and  the  range  of  the  settlements,  suggest,  in  lieu  of 
the  latter  point.  Big  Sioux  river. 

At  separate  councils  of  the  bands  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Sioux, 
who  united  under  Little  Crow  in  the  late  partially  successful  pursuit 
and  punishment  of  Ink-pa-du-tah's  band,  (one  held  at  the  Yellow  Medi- 
cine, the  other  at  the  Sioux  agency,)  it  was  determined  in  common 
that  neither  could  do  anything  further  without  the  aid  of  the  United 
States  troops,  who  they  would  willingly  and  cheerfully  unite  in  assist- 
ing to  complete  the  work  they  had  commenced.  They  were  informed 
that  their  Great  Father  would  not  require  or  accept  their  aid  in  that 
connexion,  and  that  what  they  had  failed  to  effect  he  would  immedi- 
ately send  the  troops  to  perform.  It  was  insisted  by  them  that  they 
had  done  all  in  their  power  to  do  alone,  and  urged  that  the  disposi- 
tion they  had  evinced  to  do  what  was  required  of  them  entitled  them 
to  the  immediate  payment  of  their  annuities. 

No  encouragement  was  given  to  them  that  such  request  would  be 
granted.  It  is  the  opinion,  however,  (as  you  will  have  been  informed 
by  telegraph  in  advance  of  the  receipt  of  this,)  of  Superintendent 
Cullen,  the  late  agent,  Judge  Flandrau,  Governor  Medary,  and  the 
general  intelligent  sentiment,  that  the  annuities  may  now  with  pro- 
priety be  paid  without  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  expressed  de- 
termination of  the  department  to  withhold  them  until  the  murderers 
at  Spirit  lake  should  be  surrendered  or  punished.  It  is  argued  that 
the  present  friendly  disposition  of  the  Indians  is  manifest  and  should 
not  be  endangered  by  subjecting  them  to  the  wants  incident  to  their 
condition  during  the  coming  winter,  and  the  consequent  temptation 
to  depredation,  to  which  the  withholding  their  money  would  leave 
them  exposed. 

It  is  agreed,  however,  that  the  payment,  if  made,  should  follow  the 
movement  of  the  troops,  and  dissatisfaction  is  already  expressed  at 
their  not  having  already  advanced  into  the  Indian  country. 

If  not  improper  for  me  to  express  an  opinion,  I  am  satisfied  that 
without  chastising  the  whole  Sioux  nation  it  is  impossible  to  enforce 
the  surrender  of  Ink-pa-du-tah  and  the  remainder  of  his  band.    That 
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the  Sioux  have  do  common  nationality  is  the  united  declaration  of  all 
who  are  considered  entitled  to  express  an  opinion  of  their  political 
condition.  They  are  divided  into  separate  bands  under  their  own 
chiefs,  without  any  common  allegiance,  consequently  there  can  be  no 
uninn  of  action  to  a  common  end.  Even  the  chiets  of  the  separate 
bands  cannot  efficiently  control  their  members,  and  their  authority  is 
more  nominal  than  substantive.  This  decrease  of  authority  is  ac- 
counted for  by  the  chiefs  themselves  from  the  adoption  of  the  per 
capita  system  of  paying  the  annuities,  in  which  the  chief  receives  no 
acknowledgment  as  of  superior  rank  to  the  least  respectable  of  hii 
people,  and  is  deprived  of  his  former  means  of  reward  and  punishment 
Such  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a  question  for  the  justice  of  the  go?- 
ernraent  how  far  it  will  enforce  a  national  responBibility  upon  the 
Sioux,  as  in  such  capacity,  when  it  is  palpable  that  no  such  condition 
exists,  for  the  crime  of  one  of  its  bands.  Yet  nothing  less  than  the 
entire  extirpation  of  Ink-pa-du-tah's  murderous  outlaws  will  satisfy 
the  justice  and  dignity  of  the  government  and  vindicate  outraged 
humanity.  To  effect  this  object  mounted  troops  are  a  necessity  which 
no  perseverance  or  valor  of  infantry  can  supply.  In  this  the  officers 
of  the  army  on  this  frontier,  and  the  inhabitants,  hold  a  common 
opinion. 

In  a  conversation  with  Colonel  Abercrombie,  at  Fort  Ridgely,  be 
reiterated  his  conviction  of  this  truth.  He  therefore  proposed  that  the 
troops  at  Fort  Randall,  being  provided  with  horses,  and  much  nearer 
to  tlie  declared  place  of  refuge  of  Ink-pa-du-tah,  namely,  the  forks  of 
the  James  and  Snake  rivers,  they  should  be  immediately  ordered  on 
that  service,  while  he  himself  should  direct  a  movement  from  Fort 
Ridgely  into  the  country  from  this  direction.  It  being  coaceied  that 
no  time,  at  this  advanced  period  of  the  season  should  be  lost,  and  the 
colonel  appearing  to  have  no  authority  to  act  without  instructions 
from  the  proper  department,  it  was  proposed  that  a  telegraphic 
despatch  should  be  framed  by  him  to  the  War  Department,  another  by 
Superintendent  Cullen  to  you,  and  one  by  myself,  and  that  I  should 
proceed  with  all  possible  speed  to  Dunleith,  the  nearest  telegraph  sta- 
tion, and  there  transmit  and  await  responses  thereto,  upon  the  receipt 
of  which,  and  my  return  to  St.  Paul,  a  special  messenger  should  be 
started  without  delay,  bearing  them  to  Colonel  Abercrombie,  who  at 
the  moment  of  reaching  him  would  despatch  the  necessary  orders  in 
the  same  manner  to  b'ort  Randall,  and  advance  at  once  from  Fort 
Ridgely  in  accordance  with  the  plan  suggested.  Acting  accordingly, 
I  leave  this  place  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  first  boat,  and  have  prepared  this 
letter  on  board,  to  mail  at  Dunleith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant 

jC.  PRITOHETTE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denvkk, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
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No.  45. 

[Telegraphic] 

Office  Indian  Affairs, 

August  25,  1857. 
Reasons  received  this  morning;  annuities  may  be  now  paid,  provided 
the  public  officers  you  designate  agree  with  you  that  it  can  be  done 
with  propriety. 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner. 
K.  Pritchbtte,  Esq. 

Special  agent,  Dtinleith,  Illiiiois. 


No.  46. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs,  August  25,  1857. 
Sir  :    I  telegraphed  K.  Pritchette,  esq.,  special  agent,  to-day,  at 
Dunleith,  as  follows: 

**  Reasons  received  this  morning  ;  annuities  may  be  now  paid,  pro- 
vided the  officers  you  designate  still  agree  with  you  that  it  can  be 
done  with  propriety." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commissioner. 

W.    J,    CULLBN, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Patd,  Minnesota. 


No.  47. 

Dunleith,  Illinois,  August  18,  1857. 

Sir  :  Durin«?  a  visit  to  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian 
affiiirs  at  St.  JPaul  the  following  statement  was  given  to  me  by  his 
clerk,  Mr.  Bowes,  which  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate  to 
you. 

None  of  the  funds  for  the  improvement  and  civilization  fund  for  the 
1st  and  2d  quarters  of  the  year  1857  for  the  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi 
have  been  paid  over  by  the  late  superintendent,  Francis  Huebschmann, 
esq.  It  appears  that  on  the  14th  of  February  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
was  sent  to  Superintendent  Huebschmann  for  the  Sioux  of  the  Missis- 
sippi for  the  above  purpose,  none  of  which  Agent  Flandrau  thinks 
has  been  paid  to  him.  Superintendent  Cullen  represents  that  there 
is  a  great  degree  of  dissatisfaction  at  the  lower  and  upper  Sioux  agen- 
cies, from  the  fact  that  the  men  employed  have  not  been  paid  for  a 
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long  time,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  non-payment  of  the  moneys 
above  stated.  Other  debts  have  also  accumulated,  properly  payable 
from  that  fund.  These  funds  are  necessary  to  the  general  interest  of 
the  Indian  department  at  those  points,  and  are  required  for  provisions 
and  supplies  for  the  farmers,  &c. 

Another  continual  ground  of  complaint  by  the  Indians  is,  that  cer- 
tain funds  have  not  all  been  paid  to  them,  viz :  twelve  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  under  the  treaty  of  23d  July,  1851,  and  twelr^ 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  under  the  treaty  of  5th  August,  1851; 
besides  accumulated  arrears  for  several  years  of  this  fund  ;  balance  due 
not  known,  but  claimed  to  be  about  thirty  thousand  dollars,  not 
including  the  twelve  thousand  dollars  payable  under  etieh  of  said 
treaties  for  educational  purposes,  a  large  balance  of  the  latter  still 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  government. 

Superintendent  Cullen  will  report  on  the  same  subject. 

Upon  the  matters  above  mentioned  I  can  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge, but  have  repeated  very  nearly  the  words  regarding  them  ag 
expressed  by  Mr.  Bowes. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  the  department  that  there  is 
not  (August  15,)  a  single  Indian  agent  at  his  post  in  Minnesota  Ter- 
ritory. Agent  Fletcher  absent  on  leave  for  forty  days,  which  has 
not  yet  expired ;  Agent  Herriman  absent  without  leave,  on  private 
business  in  Iowa  ;  Agent  Flandrau  attending  constitutional  conven- 
tion and  performing  duties  under  his  judicial  commission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PBITCHETTE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  48. 

Office  op  Northern  Superintendknct, 

Si.  Paid,  August  20,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  condition  of 
matters  among  the  Sioux  since  my  last  report  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

The  Sioux  of  the  Mississippi  had,  in  compliance  with  my  demands, 
as  I  advised  you  at  that  time,  sent  a  party  composed  of  both  upper 
and  lower  bands  of  Indians,  four  from  each  band  belonging  to  the 
annuity  Sioux,  in  search  of  Ink-pa-du-tah  and  his  party  ot  murderers, 
under  the  command  of  **  Little  Crow  ;"  and  as  an  assurance  to  me  of 
their  good  faith,  I  had  placed  my  interpreter,  A.  D.  Campbell  in 
charge  of  them,  with  six  reliable  half-breeds. 

The  expedition  returned  to  the  lower  agency  on  the  4th  of  Auo^ust, 
and  reported  to  me  that  they  succeeded  in  finding  a  portion  of  Ink-pa 
du-tah's  band,  consisting  of  eight,  with  their  woman  and  children,  at 

Big  Drift  Wood  lake  ;  that  an  attack  had  been  made  on  them  on ; 

and  that  they  had  succeeded  in  killing  three  of  the  men  and  mortally 
wounding  another,  who  subsequently  died  ;  their  names  (killed)  were 
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those  marked  3,  4,  and  6,  and  No.  10,  in  the  statement  of  the  captive 
woman,  of  whose  examination  I  hereby  enclose  a  copy  for  your  con- 
sideration ;  and  they  reported  that,  upon  the  attack  being  made,  the 
party  rushed  into  the  late,  where  several  of  the  women  and  children 
were  drowned.  They  brought  me  two  captive  women  and  one  child, 
taken  at  the  same  time,  whom  I  ordered  subsequently  to  be  released. 

Tour  special  agent,  K.  Pritchette,  esq.,  (who  had  reached  me  at  the 
Lower  Sioux  agency  a  few  days  previous,)  and  myself  investigated 
into  the  facts  above  reported,  took  the  corroborating  evidence  of  the 
Indians  and  the  half-breeds  belonging  to  the  expedition,  which  testi- 
mony you  have,  without  doubt,  ere  this  received  ;  also,  held  separate 
examinations  of  the  captives,  and  satisfied  ourselves  fully  that  the  re- 
port brought  by  the  Indians  was  correct,  and  that  the  balance  of  the 
party,  consisting  of  four,  had  escaped,  with  some  women  and  children  ; 
further,  that  the  band  of  Ink-pa-du-tah  had  become  divided  some 
time  before ;  that  Ink-pa-du-tah,  with  four  of  his  men,  were  at  the 
junction  of  Jam6s  river  and  Snake  river,  or  thereabout;  that  the 
party  that  was  attacked  consisted  of  the  eight  of  the  division  from 
Ink-pa-du-tah. 

The  Sioux  Indians  have  manifested  much  feeling  in  endeavor- 
ing to  accomplish  the  extermination  of  this  band.  They  returned 
much  jaded  and  worn  by  the  trip,  and  although  they  but  partially 
succeeaed,  yet  were  animated  by  a  strong  feeling  of  hostility  towards 
the  outlaws  ;  and  the  act  which  has  committed  them,  ^viz.,  the  kill- 
ing at  Big  Drift  Wood  lake,)  by  an  open  hostility  against  these  ma- 
rauders, has  placed  the  whole  of  the  annuity  Sioux  in  open  hostility 
to  them ;  and  they  will,  from  the  peculiar  character  of  Indian  war- 
fiare,  as  well  as  from  inclination,  follow  this  attack,  whenever  an  op- 
portunity shall  arise,  of  destroying  and  killing  any  portion  of  this 
party  that  should  happen  to  come  among  them.  I  regret,  however, 
that  the  total  extermination  of  this  party  had  not  taken  place,  be- 
lieving that,  so  long  as  any  remain,  a  feeling  of  dread  will  exist 
among  the  settlers.  I  am  led  to  the  belief,  however,  that  there  will 
be  no  further  attempts  to  renew  this  disturbance,  or  make  an  attack, 
unless  it  might  be  next  winter,  when  they  might  attempt  a  maraud- 
ing excursion  upon  solitary  settlers,  which  destitution  might  stimulate 
them  to  do,  understanding  that  those  found  at  Drift  Wood  lake  were 
quite  so.  However,  before  that  time  a  concerted  movement  should  be 
made  (I  would  advise  immediately)  from  Forts  Randall  and  Ridgely 
by  mounted  men,  under  good  and  trusty  Indian  guides,  to  concentrate 
upon  this  band  near  the  junction  of  James  and  Snake  rivers,  where,  I 
have  no  doubt,  Ink-pa-du-tah  and  his  band  will  be  found,  should  the 
government  direct  the  movement  promptly  and  without  delay. 

I  directed  a  telegraph  to  you,  by  the  way  of  Dunlieth,  on  the  15th 
instant — ^your  special  agent,  Mr.  Pritchette,  being  the  bearer — respect- 
ing the  immediate  payment  of  the  annuities,  should  it  meet  with  your 
approbation.  The  reasons  that  have  induced  this  opinion  are,  that 
the  several  bands  of  the  Sioux  have  united  in  a  common  party  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  Ink-pa  du-tah  and  his  party  to  justice.  They 
have  destroyed  four  of  them  ;  and  as  far  as  action  could  be  taken  by 
them  as  a  nation,  they  have  acted.  They  are  not  a  nation  with  a  re- 
25 
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sponsible  head,  but  act  by  bands ;  and  each  band  dccapy  a  separate 
character,  and  act  independently  of  each  other.  In  this  case,  as  be- 
fore remarked,  they  united  their  forces,  both  from  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Sioux,  and  have  performed,  in  part,  the  requirement  I  had 
made  of  them,  with  an  avowed  willingness  on  their  part  to  continue 
the  work  of  extermination.  The  improved  condition  of  their  feelings 
and  sympathies  towards  the  government,  their  general  deportment, 
at  present,  and  friendly  expressions,  induce  the  opinion  that  the  an- 
nuity payment  can  now  consistently  be  made. 

They  are,  particularly  the  Upper  Sioux,  destitute  of  provisions  aad 
money  ;  and  I  would  here  take  occasion  to  suggest  that  I  be  author- 
ized to  furnish  them  with  five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  provisions; 
the  small  amount  of  provisions  (five  thousand  dollars'  worth)  unde^ 
treaty  stipulations  is  but  a  small  amount  to  distribute  among  o?er 
four  thousand  Indians  ;  and  as  the  grasshoppers  have  this  year  made 
havoc  among  their  crops,  destroying  entire  fields,  I  think  it  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  supply  with  an  additional  amount  these  Indians, 
to  be  taken  from  their  educational  fund,  if  no  other  exists,  there  beiog 
a  large  surplus  of  this  fund  due  them.  Such  is  their  desire,  expressed 
to  me  in  council ;  and  if  it  meets  your  views,  I  desire  you  would 
immediately  remit  me  funds,  so  that  these  provisions  that  are  re- 
quired for  the  Upper  Sioux  can  be  procured  and  sent  forward  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  Lower  Sioux  are  in  the  same  condition,  and  make 
of  me  the  same  request.  For  them  the  amount  can  be  taken  out  of 
the  special  appropriation  of  forty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-one  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents,  reappropriated  as  amount 
due  them,  the  balance  of  which  they  desire ;  and  I  think  it  best  for 
them  to  be  paid  in  money,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  debts 
and  settle  on  their  farms.  Grasshoppers  scourged  their  country  this 
summer ;  they  came  about  the  25th  of  July,  and  devoured  all  the 
crops  in  their  way. 

As  considerable  expense  was  incurred  by  me  in  fitting  out  the 
expedition  against  Ink-pa-du-tah,  I  desire  information  as  to  what  fund 
it  shall  be  charged;  and  should  it  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  entirely 
of  *' presents  to  Indians,"  I  request  a  remittance  of  two  thousand 
dollars  to  be  made  me  to  meet  these  expenses. 

Tour  special  agent  informs  me  that  he  has  forwarded  you  the  evi- 
dence taken  at  the  Sioux  agency  in  regard  to  the  expedition  under  A. 
J.  Campbell  and  ''Little  Crow."  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Pritchette, 
should  ne  bring  your  instructions  to  proceed  with  payment  to  the 
Sioux,  I  shall  immediately  return  to  the  Sioux  agency  to  complete 
the  same  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  would  further  state,  as  instructed  by  you,  through  Mr.  Pritchette, 
that  I  have  discountenanced  all  raising  of  volunteers,  and  informed  the 
agents  that  the  United  States  will  furnish,  whenever  Indian  troubles 
require  the  intervention  of  armed  forces,  the  necessary  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  CULLEN, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs ,  Washington  City. 
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No.   49. 


)  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  Territory, 

1  October  15,  1857. 

I         Sir':    In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  22d  of  July  last,  I 
\     have  the  honor  to  report — 

t  That,  in  accordance  therewith,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
i  same,  I  on  that  day  left  the  seat  of  government,  and  proceeding 
without  delay,  joined  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  the 
I  northern  superintendency  at  the  Sioux  agency  on  the  second  day  of 
I  August  then  next,  where  I  communicated  to  him  the  views  of  the 
i  Secretary  of  the  Interior  '*  respecting  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  the 
ji  settlement  of  the  apparent  difficulties  connected  with  the  contem- 
I  plated  pavment  of  annuities  to  certain  bands  of  Indians,"  and  ten- 
f  dered  to  him  such  aid  as  he  might  require  in  the  accomplishment  of 
I  the  arduous  duties  then  devolving  upon  him.  Previous  to  my  arrival 
I  at  the  agency  he  had  prevailed  upon  the  Upper  and  Lower  Sioux  to 
I  unite  in  an  effort  to  take  or  punish  the  perpetrators  of  the  massacres 
j  at  Spirit  lake  and  Springfield — Ink-pa-du-ta  and  his  band.  A  party 
f  had  been  formed  for  this  purpose  by  the  selection  of  two  or  more 
j  from  each  band  of  the  annuitv  Indians^  numbering  one  hundred  and 
I  six,  headed  by  the  chief.  Little  Crow,  and  accompanied  by  Joseph 
J  Campbell,  interpreter  to  the  agency,  and  four  half-breeds. 
f  On  the  3d  of  August  this  party  returned  to  the  agency  with  two 
I  female  prisoners  and  a  child,  and  reported  that,  on  the  28th  of  July, 
j  they  had  overtaken  a  part  of  the  band  of  Ink-pa-du-ta,  and  killed 
,  three  men  and  badly  wounded  another,  who,  it  has  been  subsequently 
I  ascertained,  died  of  his  wounds ;  and  that  three  women  and  three 
children  had  likewise  been  slain. 

The  superintendent  proposed  to  prevail  upon  the  Indians  to  make 
another  attempt  to  secure  Ink-pa-du-ta  ;  and,  with  this  object,  on  the 
5th  of  August  a  council  was  held  with  the  Medawakantoan  and  Wah~ 
pekuti,  and  Siseton  and  Wahpeton  bands. 

The  Indians  could  not  agree  among  themselves  to  venture  out  a 
second  time.  The  intimation  made,  however,  at  this  council,  that  an 
effort  at  Yellow  Medicine  might  be  more  successful,  induced  the  super- 
intendent to  proceed  thither  ;  and  I  accompanied  him  to  that  point  on 
the  8th  of  the  same  month,  and  on  the  10th  a  council  was  held  with 
the  Siseton  anu  Wahpeton  bands. 

A  further  expedition  being  hopeless,  and  it  being  apparent  that  the 
Indians  had  done  all  that  was  probably  in  their  power,  it  was,  upon 
mature  deliberation,  considered,  in  view  of  the  probable  destitution  of 
the  Indians  during  the  coming  winter,  and  the  consequent  severe 
temptation  to  which  they  might  be  driven  to  depredate  on  the  frontier 
settlers,  and  thus  bring  about  another  collision,  the  consequences  of 
which  could  not  be  readily  healed,  that  the  time  bad  arrived,  con- 
templated in  your  instructions,  at  which  they  might  be  paid  their  an- 
nuities— namely,  when  they  had  used  their  utmost  exertions  to  deliver 
up  the  murderers. 
This  decision  being  arrived  at,  it  became  necessary,  in  order  to  pre^ 
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vent  a  delay,  which  would  probably  have  defeated  the  payment,  if  deter- 
miDed  upon,  for  the  present  year,  on  account  of  the  impracticability, 
at  an  advanced  season,  to  collect  them  for  such  purpose,  to  communis 
CHte  promptly  with  the  department. 

With  this  view,  on  the  10th  of  August  I  left  Yellow  Medicine  for 
che  nearest  telegraphic  station,  at  Dunleith,  Illinois  ;  at  which  place 
I  arrived  on  the  IBth  of  the  same  month,  and  transmitted  a  despatch 
from  Superintendent  Cullen  to  the  efiFect  above  stated,  forwardmg 
the  same  day  by  mail  the  reasons  for  the  proposed  procedure.  A 
prompt  response  was  received  from  the  Acting  Commissioner.  Charles 
£.  Mix,  esq.,  requiring  the  receipt  of  those  reasons  before  any  action 
could  be  had. 

After  remaining  several  days  at  Dunleith,  awaiting  answers  to  tele 
graphic  despatches  from  Colonel  Abercrombie,  commanding  at  Fort 
Ridgely,  and  also  from  Q-overnor  Medary,  addressed  to  the  War  De- 
partment, with  reference  to  the  movement  of  the  United  States  troops 
in  pursuit  of  Ink-pa-du-ta,  which  the  bureau  was  advised  was  consid- 
ered a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  payment,  and  receiving  no  an- 
swer, on  the  22d  of  the  month,  after  leaving  directions  tor  the 
transmission  of  all  despatches  which  might  be  received  to  the  super- 
intendent, I  left  Dunleith  for  Saint  Paul,  and  on  the  24th  of  Au^^asi 
communicated  to  him  the  result  of  my  efforts.  No  further  despatches 
having  been  received,  on  the  27th  of  August  I  left  Saint  Paul,  under 
instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  the  performance  of 
other  dtities. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  having  in  the  course  of  those  duties  re- 
turned to  the  Sioux  agency,  I  remained  with  Superintendent  Cullen, 
at  his  request,  of  which  he  has  advised  the  bureau  under  date  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  to  aid  him  in  making  the  payment  of  the  annuities, 
which,  having  been  completed,  I  returned  with  him  to  Saint  Paul  on 
the  25th  of  the  same  month.  The  payment-rolls  not  having  been 
fully  prepared  for  my  signature,  I  remained  at  that  place  until  the 
4th  instant,  when  the  duties  devolved  upon  me  by  the  honorable  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  were  entered  upon. 

The  requirement  of  your  instructions  to  embody  in  a  final  report  all 
t'lo  important  facts  and  circumstances  which  might  be  brought  to  rar 
knowledge  in  connexion  with  the  late  difficulties  with  the  Sioux  Na- 
tion, I  now  proceed  to  perform  in  as  succinct  a  manner  as  their  nature 
will  admit. 

My  inquiries  have  been  especially  directed  to  ascertain  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  deplorable  massacre  at  Spirit  lake  in  March  last,  and 
the  subsequent  murders  at  Springfield,  as  well  the  circumstances  con- 
nected therewith,  with  an  investigation  of  the  cause  of  the  general  ag- 
itation of  the  Sioux  nation,  in  connexion  with  the  events  which  fol- 
lowed, and  the  hostile  attitude  assumed  by  them  at  Yellow  Medicine 
in  July  last,  and  which  threatened  a  general  Indian  war  on  the 
northwestern  frontier,  now  so  happily  averted. 

The  true  history  of  the  origin  of  the  attack  by  Ink-pa-du-ta  and  his 
band  on  the  settlement  at  Spirit  lake  is  the  history  of  all  similar 
outrages :  continued  exactions  and  depredations  by  these  Indians,  lead- 
ing to  harsh  and  violent  retaliations  by  the  settlers. 
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It  would  seem,  from  the  most  authentic  testimony,  that  the  family 
of  Ink-pa-du-ta,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  were  resident  on  the  reserve  near 
the  Sioux  agency;  and  although  in  the  years  1855  and  1856  he  re- 
ceived the  annuities  for  eleven  persons,  he  was  not  considered  as  iden- 
tified with  any  band,  but  from  his  known  desperate  character  was 
then  allowed  by  the  Wah-pe-ku-tis  to  receive  these  payments  witli 
them,  as  they  say,  from  apprehension  of  revenge  in  case  of  their  denial. 
He  had  slain  the  chief  of  his  band — the  Wah-pe-ka-tis — together  with 
several  of  his  relations,  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  and  had  been 
driven  out  from  it,  leading  ever  since  a  wandering  and  maraudiui^ 
life  about  the  headwaters  of  Des  Moines  river.  Here  he  supportcil 
himself  alternately  by  hunting  and  plunder,  the  number  of  his  adhe- 
rents varying  from  time  to  time  as  individuals  of  a  similar  desperate 
character  from  the  several  bands  of  Sioux  joined  or  deserted  him. 

Ink-pa-du-ta  himself  was  connected  by  family  ties  with  several  of 
the  bands,  and  similar  ties  existed  with  his  followers,  more  or  le.*»8, 
throughout  the  nation,  extending  even  among  the  Yanctons  west  of 
the  James  river.  A  few  years  ago  a  detachment  of  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Woods,  was  despatched  into  a  part  of  Iowa  fre- 
quented by  these  Indians,  in  consequence  of  numerous  complaints  by 
the  settlers  of  their  depredations  upon  them.  All,  however,  bein*^ 
found  quiet,  nothing  was  effected  by  that  movement.  Frequent  and 
serious  charges  against  them,  however,  from  time  to  time  reached 
the  agent,  but  were  treated  by  him  as  injuries  beyond  his  power  to 
redress. 

Several  aggressions  by  these  Indians,  and  violent  repulses  by  the 
settlers^  are  narrated  as  preceding  the  incidents  generally  accepted  by 
both  the  Indians  and  the  whites  as  the  immediate  cause  which  pre- 
cipitated the  catastrophe  at  Spirit  lake.  The  origin  of  this  is  said  to 
be,  that  the  depredations  of  these  Indians  becoming  unendurable,  and 
the  settlers  finding  themselves  sufficiently  strong,  deprived  them  of 
their  guns  and  drove  them  from  their  neighborhood. 

This  occurred  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  the  want  of  their  guns 
for  hunting  reduced  them  to  a  condition  of  great  want  and  suffering. 
Either  recovering  some  of  their  guns,  or  by  other  accounts  digging  up 
a  few  old  ones  they  had  hidden,  they  proceeded  to  the  settlement  at 
Spirit  lake  and  demanded  food.  This  appears  to  have  been  given  to 
a  portion  of  the  band  which  had  first  arrived  to  the  extent  of  the 
means  of  those  applied  to.  Soon  after,  Ink-pa-du-ta,  with  the  remain- 
der of  his  followers,  who  in  all  only  numbered  twelve  men  and  two 
boys  with  some  women,  who  had  lingered  behind,  came  in  and  de- 
manded food  also.  The  settler  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  had 
no  more  to  give;  whereupon  Ink-pa-du-ta  spoke  to  his  eldest  son  to 
the  effect  that  it  was  disgraceful  to  ask  these  people  for  food  which 
they  ought  to  take  themselves,  and  not  have  it  thrown  to  them  like 
dogs.  The  son  immediately  upon  this  shot  the  man,  and  the  murder 
of  the  whole  family  followed.  From  thence  they  proceeded  from 
house  to  house,  until  every  family  in  the  settlement,  without  warning 
of  the  fate  of  those  previously  slain,  were  all  massacred,  except  four 
women,  whom  they  bore  away  prisoners,  and  afterwards  violated  with 
circumstances  of  brutality  so  abhorrent  as  to  find  no  parallel  in  the 
anpils  of  savage  barbarity. 
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From  seyeral  accounts,  I  have  selected  the  abore  as  the  most 
probable,  coDsistent,  and  generally  accepted. 

From  Spiritlake,  the  murderers  proceeded  to  Springfield,  at  the  outlet 
of  Shetec  or  Pelican  lake,  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  "where  they  remained  encamped  for  some  days,  trading  with  a 
Mr.  William  Wood  and  his  brother,  who  had  a  trading  post  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  and  holding  daily  intercourse  with  the  settlers 
on  the  opposite  side,  who  had  only  heard  uncertain  rumors  of  the 
murders  at  Spirit  lake,  and  were  entirely  off  their  gnard.  Being 
warned  by  the  Wood's,  who  appear  to  have  been  better  informed,  that 
the  soldiers  were  in  pursuit  of  them,  the  next  day  they  murdered  both 
these  traders,  plundered  and  set  fire  to  their  post,  and  then  fell  upon 
the  opposite  settlement.  Here  they  succeeded  in  killing  seventeen  per- 
sons, when  the  men  rallied,  and  firing  upon  them,  they  retreated,  aod 
deserted  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  suddenness  of  the  attack,  and  consequent  want  of  concert, 
together  with  ignorance  of  their  numbers,  and  the  shock  of  so  unlooked- 
for  a  catastrophe,  seem  to  have  paralyzed  all  further  exertions  of  the 
people  of  Springfield,  who  were  numerous  enough  to  have  destroyed 
the  whole  band  at  that  time  had  they  followed  up  their  first  success. 

As  soon  as  the  knowledge  of  these  events  had  reached  the  militarr 
post  of  Fort  Ridgely,  Colonel  Alexander,  the  officer  in  command, 
immediately  despatched  a  detachment  of  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Bee,  in  pursuit  of  them.  Notwithstanding  a  most  energetic 
eflbrt,  persevered  in  under  the  greatest  difficulties  for  many  days, 
he  was  compelled  to  return  without  success,  although,  as  declared,  by 
the  Indians  themselves,  corroborated  by  the  female  prisoners,  he  had 
come  within  sight  of  the  band  without  discovering  them.  Though 
unfortunate,  in  view  of  their  punishment,  it  resulted  happily  for  the 
prisoners,  the  Indians  having  scattered  at  the  approach  of  the  troops, 
leaving  two  of  their  number  in  their  camp  to  murder  them  in  the 
event  of  their  being  attacked. 

Upon  the  reception  of  the  news  of  these  unprovoked  massacres,  an 
universal  thrill  of  horror  and  indignation  pervaded  the  country,  and 
the  deepest  and  most  heartfelt  commisseration  and  sympathy  were 
manifested  for  the  condition  of  the  captives.  Instant  measures  for 
their  rescue  and  redemption  were  adopted. 

The  legislature,  then  in  session,  promptly  made  an  appropriation 
of  $10,000  for  this  purpose.  The  executive.  Governor  Medary,  find- 
ing only  $500  of  this  sum  available  from  the  territorial  treasury, 
raised,  upon  the  pledge  of  his  own  personal  responsibility,  some  $3,000 
in  addition  thereto.  After  the  most  strenuous  and  persevering  efforts 
to  induce  the  attempt,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  exceeding  this 
amount  in  outfits  and  rewards  to  certain  Indians  of  the  Siseton  band, 
he  effected  the  deliverance  of  the  two  sole  survivors  of  the  fifty  settlers 
at  Spirit  lake. 

On  their  arrival  at  Saint  Paul,  her  citizens,  under  the  impulse  of  the 
most  humane  liberality,  contributed  the  sum  of  $1,'700  for  the  relirf 
of  the  two  unfortunates,  one  of  whom,  Mrs.  Marble,  received  $1,000, 
and  the  other.  Miss  Gardner,  the  remainder.  This  was  followed  by  an 
effort  of  Agent  Flandrau  to  capture  such  of  this  band  as  might  be 
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within  his  reach.  He  accordingly  obtained  from  Fort  Ridgi^lv  a 
detachment  of  seventeen  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Murray,  and  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  *' Sleepy  Eyes,*'  situated  at  the 
bend  of  the  Yellow  Medicine  river,  about  five  miles  above  the  agency. 
On  the  1st  of  July  they  surrounded  his  three  lodges,  or  tepw,  so 
called,  from  which  a  son  of  Ink-pa-du-ta  and  his  wife  broke  forth 
and  fled ;  the  man  was  shot  and  killed  by  the  troops,  and  the  woman 
soon  after  delivered  herself  up,  and  was  taken  to  the  agency  for  ex- 
amination with  the  view  of  discovering  the  whereabout  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  band.  During  a  temporary  stop  at  that  place,  on  the  way 
to  Fort  Bidgely,  the  Indians  assembled  around  the  house  of  Doctor 
Daniels,  the  physician  of  the  agency,  (from  whose  daily  journal  of 
events  these  details  were  obtained,)  where  the  agent  then  was,  and 
demanded  the  release  of  the  woman.  In  this  members  of  the  band  of 
*'Sleepy  Eyes"  and  of  several  other  bands  seem  to  have  taken  part. 
Their  numbers  were  estimated  at  about  five  hundred,  and  the  means 
of  resistance  being  totally  inadequate  the  woman  was  surrendered. 

On  the  next  day  the  superintendent.  Major  CuUen,  arrived  at 
Yellow  Medicine,  and  immediately  embodied  the  employes  of  the  agency 
for  defence,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  hastened  to  Fort  Ridgely  for 
military  support.  Major  Sherman  having  just  reached  that  post  from 
Fort  Snelling,  on  the  same  evening  hurried  forward  his  artillery 
with  such  extraordinary  energy  that  he  accomplished  a  forced  march 
of  more  than  forty-five  miles  over  ground  at  some  points  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  passage  of  ordnance  in  a  single  day  and  night,  arriving  at 
Yellow  Medicine  on  the  evening  of  the  next  day. 

On  the  6th  of  July  the  superintendent  councilled  with  the  Indians, 
and  in  conformity  with  your  instructions  to  the  late  superintendent, 
Mr.  Huebschmann,  of  the  9th  of  May  last,  repeated  to  Superintendent 
CuUen  in  your  instructions  of  the  30th  of  the  same  month,  he  in- 
formed them  that  their  annuities  would  positively  not  be  paid  until 
Ink-pa-du-ta  and  his  band  were  delivered  up.  On  the  next  day  the 
Indians  presented  themselves,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  requested 
a  further  council. 

This  was  refused  until  they  should  lay  aside  their  arms,  which,  by 
the  greater  portion,  was  complied  with.  On  the  succeeding  day  a 
council  was  held  with  the  Yanctons. 

On  the  10th  of  July  the  several  bands  agreed  to  furnish  two  or 
more  from  each  to  go  in  pursuit  of  Ink-pa-du-ta  on  the  14th  of  that 
month,  provided  troops  were  sent  with  them,  and  a  better  state  of 
feeling  seemed  to  prevail  among  them. 

On  the  12th  the  Siseton  band  came  in  in  large  numbers ;  and  on 
the  day  agreed  upon  for  the  departure  of  the  expedition,  it  was  esti- 
mated that,  including  the  women  and  children,  five  thousand  Indians 
were  encamped  in  the  vicinity  of  the  agency. 

On  the  following  day,  the  15th,  a  soldier  of  Major  Sherman's  com- 
mand was,  without  provocation,  stabbed  and  dangerously  wounded 
by  an  Indian,  apparently  in  the  mere  spirit  of  bravado,  but  probably 
in  revenge  for  the  killing  of  Ink-pa-du-ta* s  son  by  Lieutenant  Mur- 
ray's command.  The  assassin  not  being  delivered  up  on  demand, 
Major  Sherman  placed  his  battery  in  position  to  command  their  camps, 
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and  n  promise  ensued  to  deliver  him  up  the  next  morniDg.  Earlj 
f»n  the  morning  of  this  day  a  company  of  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Patton,  had  arrived. 

On  the  16th,  before  sunrise,  an  Indian  approached  the  camp,  and 
was  admitted  to  Major  Sherman.  His  mission  was  to  inform  him 
that  the  assassin  would  he  delivered  up  at  once  About  11  o'clock 
the  same  day  a  large  body  of  Indians,  a  part  mounted  and  a  part  od 
foot,  were  observed  advancing  in  regular  array,  a  select  number  con- 
veying the  prisoner  in  their  midst;  the  horsemen  moved  forward  on 
the  right  and  left,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  outflanking  the 
camp 

At  a  distance  of  alK)ut  two  hundred  yards  they  halted,  and  sent  is 
a  request  to  talk  with  the  superintendent,  who  imperatively  refa^ 
to  talk  with  them  until  they  delivered  up  the  prisoner. 

Major  Sherman,  with  only  an  interpreter,  approached  the  IndiiM 
to  receive  him,  whereupon  he  was  hurried  away  again  to  their  own 
camps. 

At  this  crisis  of  affairs  the  greatest  exasperation  was  expressed  at 
the  forbearance  of  Major  Sherman  in  not  opening  his  battery  upon 
them.  Universal  testimony,  however,  is  now  borne  by  ail  who 
witnessed  his  moderation  to  the  wisdom,  firmness,  and  humanity  of 
that  distinguished  officer,  whose  consummate  prudence  and  coolnesi, 
under  circumstances  so  trying  and  an  exasperation  so  (general,  saved 
so  large  a  number  of  human  beings  from  sudden  slaughter,  and 
avertea  a  border  warfare  which  could  not  have  failed  to  have  been 
attended  with  the  utmost  disaster  to  the  scattered  settlers,  and  kindled 
a  protracted  Indian  war  fatal  to  the  increase  of  population  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  in  the  prosecution  of  which  a  heavy  expenditure  must  haw 
been  incurred,  and  many  valuable  lives  been  sacrificed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  the  Indians  were  found  to  hsTC 
withdrawn  to  a  distance  of  six  miles,  and  a  reinforcement,  under  Cap- 
tain Sully,  having  arrived,  in  the  afternoon  the  prisoner  was  delivered 
up. 

On  the  18th  another  council  was  held  relative  to  the  expedition 
against  Ink-pa-du-ta  ;  and  in  furtherance  of  this  object  a  number  of 
blankets  and  a  head  of  cattle  to  each  band,  seventeen  in  number, 
were  distributed ;  the  expedition  having  been  decided  upon,  under 
**  Little  Crow"  as  the  leader,  without  the  aid  of  troops. 

A  friendly  disposition  now  succeeded  to  the  threatening  attitude 
heretofore  held  by  the  Indians,  who  certainly  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th  had  premeditated  a  hostile  attack. 

Their  plan  is  said  to  have  been  adopted  and  systematized.  Expect- 
ing that  the  superintendent  and  the  officers  in  command  of  the  troops 
would  have  come  forward  to  receive  the  prisoner,  they  were  to  have 
been  suddenly  set  upon  and  slain,  while  at  the  same  moment  the 
horsemen  were  to  have  charged  from  either  flank  upon  the  guns  to 
prevent  their  discharge  by  pouring  water  upon  the  priming  which 
they  carried  in  skins  for  the  purpose. 

The  employes  of  the  agency  were  now  directed  to  return  to  their 
several  duties,  and  everything  assumed  its  ordinary  routine. 

On  the  22d  the  expedition   under   ''Little  Crow"  started,    the 
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results  of  which  have  been  heretofore  stated.  On  the  same  day  an 
attempt  was  made  by  the  prisoner  to  escape,  in  which  he  suoceedec^, 
though  severely  wounded  by  the  troops,  who  fired  upon  him  as  he  fled. 

Ti.e  soldier  who  was  stabbed  is  rapidly  recovering,  as  also  the 
Indian,  whose  critical  condition  was  such,  as  reported  by  Doctor 
Daniels,  the  physician  to  the  agency,  who  visited  him,  that  it  was  not 
considered  advisable  to  demand  his  redelivery. 

The  succeeding  events  have  been  already  stated  in  the  opening  of 
this  report. 

I  have  thus  briefly  narrated  the  main  facts  of  the  origin,  progress, 
and  conclusion  of  the  difficulties  with  the  Sioux  nation,  which  at  one 

Seriod  threatened  consequences  so  disastrous,  without  entering  into 
etails,  which  have  already  been  so  fully  presented  by  the  superin- 
tendent in  his  several  reports  ;  the  object  being  to  place  in  their 
relative  order  the  series  of  occurrences  which  would  otherwise  re- 
quire the  examination  of  the  various  reports  in  the  event  of  future 
reference. 

Before  proceeding  to  consider  such  further  causes  as  may  exist  of 
the  late  general  disaffection  of  the  Sioux  nation,  other  than  those 
I  immediately  preceding  and  attending  their  hostile  manifestations,  it 
seems  not  improper  to  bear  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of 
the  superintendent  as  to  the  present  condition  and  amicable  disposi- 
tion ot  all  the  tribes.  The  payments  of  their  annuities  were  made 
without  the  aid  of  troops,  the  utmost  order  prevailed,  and  the  most 
subordinate  conduct  was  manifested  throughout.  AH  the  bands 
seemed  well  provided  for  the  present  with  food,  the  produce  of  their 
planting  and  hunting  grounds  ;  as  evidence  of  which,  neither  before, 
during,  nor  after  the  payments,  were  any  provisions  asked  for,  and 
they  all,  immediately  upon  the  completion,  departed  with  evident 
satisfaction  to  their  several  homes. 

That  there  exist  causes  of  alienation  beyond  the  mere  temporary 
excitement  which  led  to  the  combined  hostile  attitude  of  these  In- 
dians, as  above  narrated,  is  an  unquestionable  truth,  for  which  we 
must  look  deeper  than  the  mere  sympathy  of  family  or  tribal  ties. 
The  complaints  which  run  through  all  their  councils  point  to  the 
imperfect  performance  or  non-fulfilment  of  treaty  stipulations. 
Whether  these  are  well  or  ill  founded,  it  is  not  my  province  to  dis- 
cuss. That  such  a  belief  prevails  among  them,  impairing  their  con- 
fidence in  the  good  faith  and  justice  of  the  government,  cannot  be 
questioned. 

Nor  are  they  impressed  with  that  wholesome  fear  of  its  power  and 
ability  to  punish  which  would  keep  them  in  check.  Of  its  strength, 
they  have  no  actual  experience.  Such  of  their  chiefs  who  are  better 
informed  admit  their  inability  permanently  to  resist,  but  reason  that 
their  condition  will  be  improved,  rather  than  deteriorated,  by  making 
war  upon  us,  by  commanding  our  respect,  obtaining  more  favorable 
treaties,  and  securing  stricter  justice  in  their  fulfilment.  They  point 
to  the  fame  acquired  by  Black  Hawk ;  the  high  consideration  with 
which  he  was  everywhere  received;  the  numerous  and  rich  presents 
heaped  upon  him  as  tributes  to  his  bravery,  and  the  ultimate  bene- 
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fits  which  resulted  to  his  people  from  his  outbreaks  as  proof  that 
resiKtance  is  better  than  submission. 

The  policy  which  has  been  heretofore  pursued  in  treating  with  the 
tribes  or  bands  separately  has  originated  a  dissatisfaction  among 
themselves,  of  which  the  government  is  made  to  bear  the  reproach. 
Bands  or  tribes  who  have  not  been  parties  to  the  treaties  claim  that 
lands  in  which  they  possessed  an  equal  interest  have  been  sold  with- 
out their  consent,  and  that  they  also  are  entitled  to  a  share  of  the 
annuities.  That  this  is,  in  part,  true  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the 
Yanctons  annually  demand  from  the  Sisetons  a  share  of  their  annuity, 
who  frequently  divide  with  them  their  distributive  portion  of  goods. 

The  sale  of  the  Red  Pipe-stone  Quarry  is  a  fruitful  source  of  discorti 
among  them,  it  always  having  been  considered  the  common  property 
of  the  whole  nation,  which  no  part  of  it  had  the  right  separately  to 
dispose  of. 

The  Sisetons,  who  were  in  occupation  of  the  country  in  which  it 
lies,  and  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  1851,  insist  that  it  wis 
never  their  intention  to  cede  it.  By  retaining  this  in  the  hands  of  the 
government,  and  distributing  at  proper  times  sufficient  of  the  stone 
for  the  general  use,  they  might  ultimately  be  reconciled  to  its  dis- 
possession. 

The  obvious  remedy  for  these  and  other  existing  evils  is  a  treaty 
to  which  the  whole  nation  shall  be  made  a  party,  confirming  therein 
what  has  been  already  done,  correcting  whatever  injustice  may  appear 
to  have  been  suflfered  by  any  particular  tribe,  and,  while  embodying 
in  separate  articles  the  engagements  with  each,  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  entire  nation  to  the  instrument. 

The  Yanctons  have  expressed  a  wish  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  a  por- 
tion of  their  country,  and  the  Sioux  for  a  part  of  their  reserve;  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  possible,  prudently  managed,  to  obtain  a  general 
consent  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  entire  Indian  title  within  the 
Territory,  by  providing  lands  west  of  the  Missouri  more  desirable 
for  them. 

The  present  Sioux  reservation,  large  as  it  is,  is  insufficient  for  their 
wants  in  their  present  condition,  being,  except  water-fowl,  entirely 
destitute  of  game.  They  are  consequently,  in  seasons  of  want,  driven 
off  in  search  of  food.  The  Yanctons  refuse  them  the  privilege  of  hunt- 
ing upon  their  territory,  which  abounds  in  buffalo,  and  they  are  con- 
sequently driven  by  necessity  upon  the  settlements  in  direct  collision 
with  the  white  population.  Under  these  circumstances  there  is  no 
safety  for  either. 

The  hope  of  making  them  a  permanent  agricultural  people,  under 
existing  circumstances,  is  a  vain  dream  of  impracticable  philanthropy. 
Experience  demonstrates  that  their  very  advance  towards  such  a  con- 
dition is  but  a  new  incitement  to  the  desire  for  grasping  their  lands, 
increased  in  proportion  as  they  may  have  made  them  valuable  by  im- 
provement and  culture.  Equally  vain  is  the  Christian  hope  of  eleva- 
ting them  by  religious  instruction  to  the  higher  ranks  of  civilization, 
so  long  as  they  are  in  direct  contact  with  our  own  people. 

They  readily  become  imbued  with  all  the  vices  example  teaches,  and 
rarely  embrace  the  practice  of  their  virtues.     Everything  that  a  lib- 
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eral,  enlightened,  and  beneficent  policy  could  dictate  has  been  done 
to  these  ends.  The  government  has  ever  been  sedulous  in  its  foster- 
ing care.  The  missionaries  of  the  Christian  churches  have  labored  for 
long  series  of  years  with  a  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  worthy  of  their 
sacred  calling. 

These  combined  have  failed  of  their  intended  aim,  and  humanity 
shrinks  from  the  contemplation  of  the  inevitable  destruction  which 
seems  rapidly  overtaking  this  interesting  race. 

But  one  hope  seems  left,  and  this  is  their  entire  isolation  within 
limits  prescribed,  and  preserved  and  maintained  inviolate  by  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation.  To  do  this,  however,  the  moral  force  of 
public  opinion  must  be  brought  into  action  in  aid  of  the  government, 
to  resist  the  spirit  of  encroachment  upon  them.  So  isolated,  the 
missionaries  will  have  a  comparatively  easy  task.  Their  teaching, 
precepts  and  example  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  change  in  their  moral 
nature,  which  will  bring  in  its  train  industry,  order,  providence,  and 
all  their  kindred  civil  virtues. 

These,  seconded  by  teachers  of  agriculture,  mechanics  and  general 
instruction  may  redeem  the  remnant  of  the  race  and  establish  them 
as  a  people.  That  these  may  be  the  results  of  such  a  procedure  is 
evidenced  by  the  success  of  similar  missionaries  of  Christianity  and 
civilization  in  certain  of  the  South  Sea  islands. 

In  these  it  will  be  found  that  wherever  accessible  ports  exist,  which 
have  invited  commerce  and  consequent  contact  with  civilized  nations, 
the  aborigines  have  remained  utterly  degenerate,  and  their  labors 
comparatively  useless  ;  whereas  in  such  islands  as  are  destitute  of  ports 
and  harbors,  their  advance  has  been  of  the  most  successful  and  cheer- 
ing character,  raising  the  natives  from  the  depths  of  degradation  and 
ignorance  to  the  ranks  of  an  intelligent,  industrious  and  religious 
people. 

For  the  present,  it  is  equally  important  to  protect  the  Indians  from 
the  whites  as  the  whites  from  the  Indians. 

When  I  arrived  in  the  Territory,  on  the  28th  of  July  last,  a  gene- 
ral alarm  prevailed  ;  many  settlers  were  abandoning  their  claims,  and 
some  returning  to  the  States.  But  one  sentiment  appeared  to  inspire 
almost  the  entire  population,  and  this  was  the  total  annihilation  of 
the  Indian  race  within  their  borders.  Such  a  sentiment,  the  oflFspring 
of  mingled  indignation  and  terror,  natural  enough,  perhaps,  under  the 
excitement  of  their  horrible  massacres  and  subsequent  revolting  cru- 
elties, is,  in  itself,  alike  repugnant  to  humanity  and  justice. 

This  state  of  feeling  may  again  arise  upon  the  slightest  provocation. 

To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  difficulties  just  surmounted,  the  sta- 
tioning one  or  two  companies  of  mounted  troops  at  appropriate  points, 
and  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  intercourse  law,  seem  imperatively 
demanded.  It  has  been  suggested  that  suitable  arms  should  be  de- 
posited at  the  agencies,  for  distribution  in  case  of  emergency,  to  be 
kept  as  public  property,  and  accounted  for  as  such  upon  the  returns. 

A  salutary  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  Indians,  in  case  of  destitu- 
tion during  the  coming  winter,  would  be  the  purchase  of  a  moderate 
quantity  of  corn  for  distribution,  from  time  to  time,  as  their  urgent 
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necessities  might  demand.  This,  it  is  said^  may  be  purchased  of  the 
Indians  themselves,  and  thus  a  double  purpose  be  served — an  encoor- 
agement  to  them  to  plant  and  a  sure  resource  in  case  of  need. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  may  not  be  deemed  improper  to  remark, 
that  the  policy  of  the  department  in  witholding  the  annuities  in  order 
to  enforce  its  demand  for  expiation  of  the  late  outrages,  though  by 
many  then  considered  a  measure  of  doubtful  expediency,  as  well  as 
the  forbidding  a  resort  to  the  citizen  soldiery,  who,  under  the  general 
exasperation  of  the  body  of  the  people  from  which  they  are  drawn,  could 
not  reasonably  have  been  expected  to  act  with  moderation  and  dis- 
crimination, is  now  sanctioned  by  all  as  the  dictate  alike  of  wisdom 
and  humanity  ;  a  policy,  maintained  with  firmness  and  pursued  with 
prudence  by  the  superintendent,  which  alone  could  have  accomplished 
that  peaceful  solution  of  a  difficulty  of  the  most  embarrassing  and 
dangerous  character,  which  has  allayed  the  universal  excitemeot 
which  prevailed,  and  restored  tranquillity,  security  and  confidence  to 
the  people  of  Minnesota. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  50. 
A. 

Council  of  Medawakantoans  and  Wahpekutis  and  Sisiton  and 
Wahpatons,  at  Sioux  agency,  August  5,  1857.  Present,  Superin- 
tendent Cullen  and  Special  Agent  Pritchette. 

Maza-o-maniy  Wahpaton  chief,  who  had  been  with  the  war  party 
against  Ink-pa-du-tah :  When  the  Medawakantoans  and  Wahpekutis 
and  the  Sisiton  and  Wahpatons  propose  to  hold  council  together  they 
can  never  get  agreed.  We  understand  you  intend  to  go  to  Yellow 
Medicine  ;  there  the  Sisiton  and  Wahpatons  will  be  glad  to  meet  you. 
When  we  are  gone,  the  Medawakantoans  and  Wahpekutis  can  talk ; 
we  shall  do  the  same.  We  have  tried  to  do  what  you  wished.  We 
have  made  a  little  scratch.  We  do  not  believe  we  have  done  enough 
yet.  We  suppose  our  Great  Father  is  not  afraid  to  travel  through  the 
country  now.  We  hope  our  Great  Father  will  send  his  braves  on  our 
track.  The  braves  that  went  out  have  heard  something  that  makes 
them  feel  bad ;  they  hear  their  women  and  children  have  been 
hungry  for  four  or  five  days.  They  do  not  deal  foolishly  with  their 
Great  Kather.  He  has  abundance  of  money  and  other  things.  You 
are  both  our  fathers.  Look  around,  and  find  a  little  corn  to  the 
hungry  Sisiton  and  Wahpatons.  The  farmer  should  know  if  there 
be  anything,  and  if  there  be,  he  should  show  it  to  us  when  we  get 
home. 
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Superintendent  CvUen:  It  is  not  my  fault  or  that  of  any  one  at 
Yellow  Medicine ;  we  have  no  provision  there.  You  have  spoken 
well  as  to  what  your  Great  Father  expects  of  you.  I  have  told  you 
often  that  your  braves  have  done  well,  and  I  may  want  them  again. 
I  will  send  up  a  wagon  loaded  with  flour  for  the  wives  of  those  that 
have  been  out  on  the  war  path.  Let  the  two  horses  that  were  taken 
from  Ink-pa-du-tah's  people  be  given  to  the  woman  who  is  prisoner, 
and  whose  husband  and  son  were  killed. 


No.  51. 
B. 

Council  of  Sisiton  and  Wahpaton,  August  10,  1857.  Present, 
Superintendent  Cullen,  Special  Agent  Pritchette,  seven  chiefs,  and 
many  of  their  soldiers. 

Major  Cullen  to  the  interpreter :  Tell  them  I  am  ready  tD  hear 
them. 

Maza-aa:  I  am  appointed  by  all  the  soldiers  here  to  speak  for 
them.  You  have  said  something  which  I  suppose  is  not  forgotten. 
We  went  after  Ink-pa-du-tah's  band,  as  you  desired  us.  You  promised 
that  if  we  would  go  you  would  pay  the  annuity  money  on  our  return, 
and  we  expect  it  now  in  three  or  four  days.  You  are  our  father.  We 
do  not  expect  you  to  change  your  words.  Did  you  not  say  that  if  we 
went  and  did  not  get  Ink-pa-du-tah,  that  then  you  would  send  your  own 
soldiers?  We  wish  you  to  do  this  now.  The  soldiers  have  been 
walking  a  long  time,  and  now  wish  their  money.  That  is  all  I  have 
to  say.  All  the  soldiers  asked  me  to  say  this.  I  have  nothing  to 
say  for  myself 

Superintendent  CuUen :  I  am  not  here  to  ask  you  to  go  after  Ink-pa- 
du-tah.  I  wish  you  would  finish  the  work  you  have  begun.  Your 
Great  Father  thinks  it  best  for  you  to  take  these  murderers,  to  save 
killing  women  and  children.  He  would  give  you  the  opportunity  of 
going  again,  and  would  wish  you  to  do  it,  because  if  white  people  go 
we  fear  they  may  mistake  and  kill  innocent  persons.  I  do 
just  as  I  promised  I  would.  I  understand  you  that  you  refuse  to  do 
anything  more.  If  the  white  soldiers  have  to  do  the  work,  and  if  any 
of  your  people  sufler,  it  will  be  your  own  fault.  I  have  no  orders  to 
pay  any  money  until  Ink-pa-du-tah  is  brought  in.  I  feel  sorry  for  you 
because  you  refuse.  It  is  for  your  good  and  not  ours  that  he  should 
be  brought  in.  I  suppose  I  understand  you  that  you  will  not  do  any- 
thing more.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject.  This  gen- 
tleman (Special  Agent  Pritchette)  is  sent  by  your  Great  Father  to  see 
what  you  have  done.  He  has  sent  to  your  Great  Father  an  account  of 
all  you  have  done.  He  is  here,  if  you  wish  to  say  anything  to  him. 
On  another  subject  I  wish  to  speak  to  you  This  is  a  cold  climate, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  live  without  fresh  beef  There  is  no 
encouragement  here  for  Indians  to  keep  cattle,  because  you  kill  them. 
You  also  kill  the  cattle  belonging  to  your  Great  Father  that  are 
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ploughing  for  you.  Two  were  killed  three  days  ago.  I  shall  make 
it  a  rule  to  take  double  the  price  from  the  chiefs'  and  Boldien' 
money.  I  shall  replace  the  ox,  and  give  the  balance  to  the  band 
that  does  not  kill.  When  an  Indian  does  right,  I  wish  him  to  be 
rewarded  ;  when  he  does  wrong,  I  wish  him  to  be  punished.  I  am 
determined  to  break  up  the  killing  of  cattle.  You  do  not  keep  up 
your  fences  ;  I  have  been  round  and  seen  nearly  all  the  fences  ;  I  see 
rails  broken  and  new  ones  laid  for  you,  but  you  have  been  too  lazy  to 
put  them  up ;  I  think  they  are  left  down  on  purpose.  When  the 
day  of  payment  comes,  which,  I  fear,  will  not  be  very  soon,  I  shall  do 
as  1  say.  If  you  wish  to  speak  to  Special  Agent  Pritchette,  he  h 
here. 

Jagmani:  I  have  listened  to  what  was  said.  Our  fields  are  spoken 
of ;  but  if  anybody  is  lazy,  it  is  the  man  who  is  here  to  attend  to  it.  I 
am  going  to  speak  of  the  treaty.  The  Indians  sold  their  land  at 
Traverse  des  Sioux.  I  will  say  what  we  were  told.  For  fifty  year* 
they  were  to  be  paid  fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  We  were 
also  promised  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  that  they  have  not  seen. 
I  w^ish  to  say  to  my  Great  Father  we  were  promised  these  things, 
but  have  not  seen  them  yet.  Why  does  not  the  Great  Father  do  as 
he  promised.  I  have  something  more  to  say  ;  perhaps  I  may  forget, 
but  the  others  will  remind  me.  One  payment  at  Redwood  they  had 
no  goods  ;  five  thousand  dollars  were  kept  back.  Another  time  we 
did  not  get  the  surplus  money  for  the  chiefs  and  soldiers.  These  milis 
(the  grist-mill  and  saw-mill)  are  theirs.  We  were  promised  that 
when  anything  was  done  by  the  mill  for  others,  that  we  should  get 
pay  for  it.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  work  done  for  others,  and 
we  have  seen  nothing.  We  were  promised  houses  for  each  chief; 
they  are  not  built  yet.  Last  spring  we  ploughed  their  own  fields ; 
suppose  we  are  to  be  paid  for  it.  A  great  many  of  my  men  have  cot 
logs  tor  the  mill ;  when  sawed  we  only  get  half  the  lumber. 

Superintendent  CuUen:  When  I  go  to  St.  Paul,  I  shall  send  up  a 
man  to  repair  the  mill. 

Wahpuja  Wicasta:  You  told  us  you  had  come  from  our  Great  Father 
to  be  our  iather.  The  chiefs  and  soldiers  have  listened  to  all  yon  said 
to  them.  You  told  us  to  go  after  Ink-pa-du-tah,  and  promised  that 
if  we  did  anything  and  came  back,  that  then  we  should  get  our  money. 
We  remember  you  said  so.  You  have  said  one  thing  we  do  not 
at  all  like.  You  said  we  should  have  hard  times  ;  we  do  not  like 
this.  The  Wahpaton  chiefs  and  soldiers  on  the  Minnesota  sit  here 
and  think  they  are  looking  on  their  money  and  goods  now.  I  am 
going  to  speak  further,  and  hope  to  hear  you  in  answer.  It  was  not 
any  of  our  people,  but  some  of  the  lower  Indians  who  committed  mur- 
der. The  blame  is  with  them,  and  they  should  be  made  to  account 
for  it.  Some  of  the  Wahpaton  saw  the  captive  white  woman,  and 
brought  her  in.  There  was  another  woman  there;  they,  the  Wahpa- 
ton, went  and  got  her.  When  you  came  you  asked  us  to  go  out  after 
Ink-pa-du-tah  ;  they  did  so.  They  suppose  unless  you  tasted  the  meat 
you  would  not  believe  them.  If  you  had  said  so,  they  would  have 
brought  you  a  piece. 
Superintendent  CvUen :  I  will  not  hear  this  man  talk  so.     If  he  can- 
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not  speak  respectfully  to  me,  as  the  respresentatiye  of  their  Great 
Father,  I  will  Dot  listen  to  him  again.  I  have  heard  what  they  have 
done  ;  they  have  killed  three  and  wounded  another.  This  is  already 
reported  to  their  Great  Father.  I  do  not  want  to  eat  Indians.  They 
should  be  ashamed  to  speak  in  such  terms  to  me,  when  all  they  have 
had  given  to  them  so  far  has  been  out  of  my  own  pocket.  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  them  all  due  praise  for  what  they  have  already  done,  but 
cannot  allow  them  to  use  such  language  to  me.  If  they  have  any- 
thing to  say  in  a  friendly  manner,  I  am  ready  to  hear  it.  I  do  not 
desire  to  talk  cross  to  them,  but  they  must  not  speak  disrespectfully 
to  me. 

Wahpuja  Wicasta :  I  had  not  got  through. 

Superintendent  CuUen :  I  would  as  soon  hear  him  as  any  one,  bui  he 
must  not  say  I  want  to  eat  Indians. 

Maza-huti'mani :  The  soldiers  have  appointed  me  to  speak  for  them. 
The  man  who  killed  white  people  did  not  belong  to  us,  and  we  did 
not  expect  to  be  called  to  account  for  the  people  of  another  band.     We 
have  always  tried  to  do  as  our  Great  Father  tells  us.     One  of  our  young 
men  brought  in  a  captive  woman.     I  went  out  and  brought  the  other. 
The  soldiers  came  up  here,  and  our  young  men  assisted  to  kill  one  of 
)     Ink-pa-du-tah's  sons  at  this  place.     Then  you  (Superintendent  Cullen) 
I     spoke  about  our  soldiers  going  after  the  rest.     Wakea  Ska  (White 
(     Lodge)  said  he  would  go,  and  the  rest  of  us  followed.    The  lower  Indians 
i     did  not  get  up  the  war  party  for  you ;  it  was  our  Indians,  the  Wahpaton 
i     and  Sisiton.     The  soldiers  here  say  that  they  were  told  by  you  that  a 
I     thousand  dollars  would  be  paid  for  killing  each  of  the  murderers. 
J     Their  Great  Father  does  not  expect  to  do  these  things  without  money, 
I     and  I  suppose  it  is  for  that  that  the  special  agent  is  come  up.    We  wish 
I     the  men  who  went  out  paid  for  what  they  have  done.     Three  cien  are 
\     killed  as  we  know.     I  am  not  a  chief  among  the  Indians.     The  white 
f     people  have  declared  me  a  chief,  and  I  suppose  I  am  able  to  do  some- 
thing.   We  have  nothing  to  eat,  and  our  families  are  hungry.    If  we 
\     go  out  again  we  must  have  some  money  before  we  go.     This  is  what 
the  soldiers  have  wished  me  to  say.     I  myself  brought  in  one  captive 
K     woman.     You  (Special  Agent  Pritchette)  said  you  had  come  from  our 
\     Great  Father.     All  of  us  want  our  money  now  very  much.     We  have 
I     never  seen  our  Great  Father,  but  have  heard  a  great  deal  from  him, 
I      and  have  always  tried  to  do  as  he  has  told  us.     A  man  of  another 
band  has  done  wrong,  and  we  are  to  suflfer  for  it.     Our  old  women 
and  children  are  hungry  for  this.     I  have  seen  ten  thousand  dollars 
sent  to  pay  for  our  going  out,     I  wish  the  soldiers  were  paid  for  it. 
I  suppose  our  Great  Father  has  more  money  than  this. 

Superintendent  CtJlen :  The  money  that  man  saw  was  the  annuity 
moneys.  I  never  promised  a  thousand  dollars  a  head,  or  any  other  sum. 
I  have  never  made  an  offer  for  the  head  of  any  man.  I  was  willing 
to  pay  a  thousand  dollars  out  of  my  own  pocket  to  the  Indians  if  they 
went  and  did  as  their  Great  Father  desired.  I  know  what  I  say,  and 
will  always  do  as  I  say.     I  put  my  words  down  when  I  go  home. 

Special  Agent  Pritchette :  Your  Great  Father  has  sent  me  to  see 
Superintendent  Cullen,  and  to  say  to  him  he  was  well  satisfied  with 
his  conduct,  because  he  had  acted  according  to  his  instructions.     Your 
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Great  Father  had  heard  that  some  of  his  white  children  had  been 
cruelly  and  brutally  murdered  by  some  of  the  Sioux  nation.  The 
news  was  sent  on  the  wings  of  the  lightning  from  the  extreme  north 
to  the  land  of  eternal  summer,  throughout  which  his  children  dwell. 
His  young  men  wished  to  make  war  on  the  whole  Sioux  nation,  and 
revenge  the  deaths  of  their  brethren.  But  your  Great  Father  is  a 
just  father,  and  wishes  to  treat  all  his  children  alike  with  justice.  He 
wants  no  innocent  men  punished  for  the  guilty.  He  punishes  the 
guilty  alone.  He  expected  that  those  missionaries  who  have  been 
here  teaching  you  the  laws  of  the  Great  Spirit  had  taught  you  this. 
Whenever  a  Sioux  is  injured  by  a  white  man  your  Great  Father 
will  punish  him,  and  he  expects  from  the  chief  and  warriors  of  the 
great  Sioux  nation  that  they  will  punish  those  Indians  who  injure  the 
whites.  He  considers  the  Sioux  as  a  part  of  his  family,  and  as  friends 
and  brothers  he  expects  them  to  do  as  the  whites  do  to  them.  He 
knows  that  the  Sioux  nation  is  divided  into  bands,  but  he  knows, 
also,  how  they  can  all  band  together  for  common  protection.  He 
expects  the  nation  to  punish  those  murderers  or  to  deliver  them 
up.  He  expected  this  because  he  believed  they  were  his  friends.  As 
long  as  these  murderers  remain  unpunished,  or  not  delivered  up,  they 
are  not  acting  as  friends  of  their  Great  Father.  It  is  for  this  reason 
ho  has  withheld  the  annuity.  He  has  instructed  Superintendent  Cul- 
len  so  to  say  and  so  to  act.  He  (Superintendent  Cullen)  will  continue 
this  unless  their  Great  Father  changes,  which  is  not  likely  he  will  do. 
It  is  because  he  does  not  wish  the  innocent  to  suflfer  with  the  guilty 
that  he  has  kept  his  young  men  from  warring  against  them.  For  the 
same  reason  he  will  continue  to  do  so. 

If,  now,  you  have  determined  not  to  punish  them  or  deliver  them 
up,  your*Great  Father  will  send  his  own  warriors  to  do  so,  and  he 
wants  no  assistance  from  you.  If  your  father  (Superintendent 
Cullen)  is  satisfied  that  you  will  do  nothing  further,  then  the  war- 
riors of  your  Great  Father  will  go  out ;  and  if  these  murderers  do 
not  hide  in  holes,  like  foxes,  your  annuity  will  soon  be  paid. 
Your  Great  Father  will  have  his  white  children  protected,  and  all 
who  have  told  you  that  your  Great  Father  is  not  able  to  punish  those 
who  injure  them,  will  find  themselves  bitterly  mistaken.  Your  Great 
Father  desires  to  do  good  to  all  his  children,  and  will  do  all  in  his 
power  to  accomplish  it,  but  he  is  firmly  resolved  to  punish  all  who  do 
wrong. 


No.  52. 

Minutes  of  a  council  held  with  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  Sisiton 
and  Wahptton  bandEf  of  Upper  Sioux y  held  at  Yellow  Medicine,  cU  the 
conduaion  of  the  payment  of  their  annuities ,  on  Monday,  the  21st  of 
September,  1857. 

3fazomani,  appointed  to  speak  for  all  Indians  present,  said :  That 
the  $5,000  in  goods  due  to  tVvem  \maieT  \Jcv^  \.T%.^t^  of  July,  1851,  were 
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never  received  by  them  at  the  payment  at  Bedwood  in  1863,  nor  was 
the  chiefs  money  received  by  them  at  that  payment;  that  one  half  of 
the  Sisitons  drew  no  money  that  year.  The  attention  of  the  superin- 
tendent is  asked  to  these  things,  as  well  as  to  their  general  rights  and 
interests.  The  school  fund  oi  $6,000  per  annum  has  been  of  no  benefit 
to  them  whatever,  and  they  hope,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  paid  to 
them  in  money.  They  desire  to  have  a  Catholic  priest  sent  among 
them ;  he  will  do  them  good ;  their  present  missionaries  are  not  of 
any  benefit  to  them,  ana  they  are  unwilling  that  they  shall  be  paid 
from  their  education  fund,  but  are  willing  that  when  a  Catholic  priest 
is  sent  he  shall  be  paid  out  of  it. 

The  Wahpetons  have  received  no  credit  for  what  they  have  done. 
It  was  they  who  brought  in  the  first,  and  also  the  second,  woman  who 
had  been  taken  by  Ink-pa-du-tah  and  his  band  ;  they  also  killed  one 
of  his  sons.  The  Lower  Sioux  refused  to  help  until  required  to  do  so 
by  the  superintendent,  and  therefore  deserve  none  of  the  credit.  The 
three  Indians  who  brought  in  the  two  women  were  paid  $1,000  each  ; 
they  desire  to  know  why  those  who  killed  Ink-pa-du-tah's  men  a^e 
not  also  paid.  You  said  you  would  always  do  for  us  what  is  rifi;ht ; 
we  want  you  to  keep  your  promise,  and  get  the  Great  Father  to  help 
us.  The  Winnebagoes  can  talk  of  their  wants  to  their  Great  Father 
himself;  they  want  the  same  privilege. 

He  concluded  by  recapitulating  their  right  to  $6,000  in  goods,  to 
$2  60  on  each  share  of  their  annuity  which  had  been  withheld  froiD 
them  at  the  payments  of  1863,  1864,  and  1866,  and  to  the  $6,000 
annual  school  fund. 

To  this  the  superintendent  replied:  That  their  complaints  were 
numerous ;  for  some  of  which  he  believed  they  had  just  cause.  In 
regard  to  his  own  treatment  of  their  affairs,  he  would  allow  them  to 
appoint  such  of  their  half-breeds  and  traders  whom  they  might  seleefc 
to  see  that  he  does  them  no  wrong.  His  papers  will  be  open  to  them 
tor  examination.  He  will  make  their  agent  keep  a  book  in  which 
everything  will  be  set  down,  so  that  their  friends  who  can  read  and 
write  may  examine  and  inform  them  of  the  exact  condition  of  their 
affairs  at  all  times. 

He  is  about  to  leave  them  for  a  short  time.  Will  return  in  abont 
two  moons.  In  the  meantime  he  will  bear  their  complaints  in  mind ; 
he  has  them  all  written  down.  He  is  repairing  their  mill,  and  will 
establish  two  or  three  schools,  to  which  they  may  send  their  children 
if  they  think  proper.  He  wishes  them  to  get  their  traders  to  write 
out  for  them  a  bill  of  goods  of  such  description  as  they  would  prefer 
to  receive.  If  they  have  forgotten  anything  they  wish  to  say  to  him, 
they  will  now  mention  it. 

Mahpiyorwicaata^  (Cloudman,)  second  chief  of  lagmani's  band,  said : 
At  the  treaty  of  Traverse  des  Sioux  $276,000  were  to  be  paid  to  th^m 
when  they  came  upon  their  reservation ;  they  desire  to  know  what 
has  become  of  it.  He  repeats  what  every  white  man  knows,  that 
they  have  been  for  five  years  on  their  reservation  and  have  yet  heard 
nothing  of  it.  Another  things  part  of  .the  annuity  heretofore  due  to 
the  bands  of  Bed  Iron,  Sleepy  Eyes,  and  Battling  Moccasin^  has  not 
26 
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been  paid  to  them.     $1,700  or  $1,800  have  been  kept  back ;  wants  to 
know  where  it  is? 

He  is  glad  yon  have  come  to  protect  their  interests^  and  for  that 
reason  tells  you  all.  The  school  fnnd  comes  off  of  us,  and  we  want 
Catholic  priests.  We  do  not  blame  the  Great  Father,  he  wishes  to 
do  right,  but  he  sends  lazy  people  here  who  do  nothing  for  us.  The 
well  disposed  Indians  should  receive  cattle  and  stock  to  enable  them 
to  do  something  for  themselves.  At  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Ghien 
(1830)  they  considered  the  half-breeds  as  a  part  of  their  own  people, 
all(>wed  them  their  share  of  the  Lake  Pepin  reserve,  and  their  share 
of  the  little  money  we  receive.  These  half-breeds,  however,  do  them 
no  good,  never  give  the  means  of  getting  something  to  eat,  and  charge 
them  three  prices  for  the  little  they  buy  of  them.  You  may  judge 
for  yourself;  if  they  do  us  no  good  they  should  be  struck  from  the 
annuity  list.  He  does  not  speak  o.  the  Lower  Sioux  half-breeds,  with 
them  he  has  nothing  to  do. 

Ahtcita-majin  (Standing  BufGalo)  son  of  Wamdenica  (The  Orphan,) 
said :  He  felt  that  they  had  received  no  benefit  from  the  whites 
who  have  their  land.  For  five  years  they  have  drawn  annuities, 
but  many  things  promised  to  them  they  have  not  received ;  could 
talk  of  these  things  from  the  rising  until  the  settingof  the  sun,  and  not 
tell  all.  Everything  that  the  last  speaker  said  is  true,  for  himself  he 
gets  nothing  done  for  him,  neither  ploughing  nor  fencing  ;  some  of 
the  rest  get  it  all. 

The  tipper  Sioux  are  entitled  to  two  blacksmiths,  they  have  only 
one.  Can  get  nothing  from  him  without  running  about  to  get  orders. 
He  runs  about  and  is  only  here  two  or  three  weeks  at  a  time,  and  when 
here  works  for  the  whites  instead  of  the  Indians. 

To  this  the  superintendent  replied  :  That  he  had  observed  what  they 
state  with  regard  to  the  blacksmith  working  for  others,  and  had  already 
given  orders  that  no  work  whatever  shall  bedone  to  interfere  with  theirs. 

Tate-^'cagtagmani^  principal  soldier  of  Rattling  Moccasin,  said: 
Our  Great  Father  has  made  a  rule  which  makes  me  feel  bad.  It  is 
that  we  shall  not  fight,  yet  the  Chippewas  come  when  we  have  made 
our  corn,  and  strike  our  fields  We  have  obeyed  the  rule,  and  for 
five  years  have  not  killed  a  single  Chippewa.  The  S  sitons  have  thus 
lost  19  of  their  people  slain  by  the  Chippewas. 

He  wishes  to  know  if  the  rule  is  against  them  alone,  and  leaves  the 
Chippewas  at  liberty  to  kill  and  destroy.  The  agents  have  always 
told  them  that  their  annuities  will  be  taken  away  if  they  broke  the  rule. 
He  will  attend  the  payment  of  the  annuities  to  the  Chippewas,  and 
see  if  he  can  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  killing  of  his  people. 

To  this  the  superintendent  replied  :  That  he  was  glad  this  had  been 
spoken  of.     He  would  endeavor  to  find  out  the  offenders  who  had 
broken  the  peace  which  had  been  made  between  the  Sioux  and  Chippe- 
was, and  if  he  could  discover  the  offenders  he  would  deprive  them  of 
the  entire  share  of  their  annuity.     He  was  sensible  of  the  hardship 
complained  of,  but  trusted  they  would  maintain  peace  until  an  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  him  of  obtaining  satisfaction  for  them.     If  unfor- 
tunately  scalps  were  taken  in  their  defence,  they  would  have  no 
more  scalp  dances  over  the  Yiea^^  o?  \Xv^  dL^a.4.,  wv4  trusted  the  chiefs 
would  BO  advise  their  young  men.    1^^  ^ovsXdiX^^Vl  >i)t\fc^  ^wv\4  con- 
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sent  to  take  some  of  the  back  money  due  them  to  buy  cows  to  give 
them  milk,  and  cattle  and  horses  if  such  is  their  wish,  provided  they 
will  prevent  their  young  men  from  killing  the  stock  so  provided.  He 
would  be  pleased  that  every  Indian  should  have  a  calf  annually,  and 
a  sow  and  pigs  so  as  to  provide  their  own  pork.  If  they  will  use  their 
own  endeavors  to  this  end,  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  aid  them  in 
the  effort. 

Oksida  Wasta  (The  Handsome  Boy)  said  :  The  (/hippewas  are  great 
rascals  ;  they  misrepresent  all  the  facts  which  occur,  and  deny  all  their 
evil  deeds.  The  Sioux  in  maintainance  of  the  rule  of  their  Great 
Father  do  not  use  their  guns  against  them,  but  protect  themselves 
with  clubs  and  sticks.  But  if  they  don't  desist  they  will  make  war 
upon  them,  and  punish  them  according  to  their  own  laws. 

To  this  the  superintendent  replied  :  That  he  hoped  they  would  not 
proceed  to  this  extremity,  until  he  had  an  opportunity  to  obtain  justice 
for  them. 

To  which  Akicita-majm  replied  :  That  he  would  endeavor  to  restrain 
his  people  from  war  until  the  payment  of  the  next  annuity,  but  at 
that  time  shall  expect  recompense  for  the  lives  of  his  people.  If  then 
nothing  is  done  will  take  satisfaction  from  their  bodies,  as  is  the 
custom  of  his  people. 


No.  53. 

Winnebago  Aobncy,  September  11,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  reporting  the  condition  of  the  Indians  under  my  charge,  it 
is  due  to  them  that  I  should  say  that  they  had  no  agency  in  creating 
the  excitement  which  prevailed  in  this  Territory  and  elsewhere,  the 
season  past,  on  account  of  hostilities,  real  and  imaginary,  committed 
by  the  Sioux  and  Chippewas ;  nor  were  they  in  any  way  connected  or 
concerned  in  said  hostilities,  except  that,  in  common  with  the  whites 
in  this  vicinity,  their  interest  suffered  in  consequenoe  of  the  panic 
tJiereby  produced. 

The  public  journals  have  done  the  Winnebagoes  great  injustice. 
No  tribe  has  acted  in  better  faith  with  the  government,  and  none 
have  been  more  sincere  and  true  in  friendship  to  the  white  man.  It 
is  true  they  have  their  faults  and  vices  ;  they  are  notorious  gamblers  ; 
still  their  passion  for  gambling  was  comparatively  harmless  until 
they  took  lessons  from  the  whites. 

They  prove  to  be  apt  scholars,  and  their  security  against  being 
plucked  by  the  professional  gambler  is,  that  they  can  beat  him  at  his 
own  game.  An  erroneous  impression  appears  to  be  entertained  gen- 
erally in  regard  to  the  extent  and  effect  of  intemperance  in  this  tribe. 
During  a  residence  of  ten  years  among  them  I  have  not  known  a  single 
case  of  '^delirium  tremens;"  nor  have  I  known  a  single  individual 
of  the  tribe  who  habitually  and  daily  uses  intoxicating  drink.  The 
Indian  drinks  whisky  occasionally,  and  to  excess ;  while  under  its 
influence  he  is  noisy,  troublesome,  and  sometimes  outra^^o\3A.    'tV^ 
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chiefs  and  principal  men  of  the  tribe  are  fully  aware  of  the  evil  of  in- 
temperance, and  nave,  during  the  past  year,  undertaken,  apparently 
in  earnest,  to  apply  a  remedy.  At  their  request  a  jail  has  been  built 
for  the  punishment  of  offenders,  and  the  better  to  enforce  the  laws 
which  they  have  enacted  for  suppression  of  vice,  for  the  punishment 
of  crimes,  and  for  the  protection  of  their  lives  and  property.  The 
tone  of  public  sentiment  in  this  tribe  is  now  as  correct  as  is  found  in 
almost  any  community ;  and  less  ardent  spirit  is  annually  consumed 
by  these  Indians  than  is  consumed  by  any  community  of  an  equal 
population  of  whites  in  this  Territory. 

The  Winnebagoes  have  enjoyed  better  health  than  during  any  pre- 
vious year  since  their  residence  on  this  reserve ;  they  have  neverthe- 
less suffered  considerably  from  chronic  diseases,  scrofula,  and  con- 
sumption. A  severe  hail  storm  in  the  early  part  of  August  injured 
the  crop  on  some  of  our  farms ;  with  this  exception  we  have  had  tol- 
erable success  in  our  farming  operations.  One  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres  of  prairie  have  been  broken  this  season ;  four  hundred  acret 
have  been  cultivated  by  employees  ;  of  this  two  hundred  and  ten  acret 
were  in  wheat,  forty-nine  in  oats,  thirty-three  in  corn,  twelve  in  po- 
tatoes ;  and  the  balance  in  beans,  buckwheat,  ruta  haga,  turnips,  and 
garden  vegetables.  The  wheat  crop  is  estimated  at  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  bushels,  and  will  be  ground  by  the 
mill  owned  by  the  tribe  and  issued  to  them. 

The  Indians  have  cultivated  some  six  hundred  acres,  after  the  land 
was  ploughed  for  them,  and  have  raised  a  good  crop.  A  considerable 
share  of  the  labor  on  the  farms  has  been  done  by  Indians,  who  have 
been  hired  by  the  month  and  by  the  day  ;  also,  to  do  some  work  by 
the  job. 

About  one  thousand  rods  of  fence  have  been  put  up  ;  two  hundred 
and  eighty  tons  of  hay  has  been  made  for  the  subsistence  of  the  stock 
in  charge  of  the  department ;  and  the  Indians  being  furnished  with 
the  necessary  tools  have  made  hay  to  winter  their  horses.  We  have 
made  two  hundred  thousand  bricks  of  excellent  quality.  Chimneys 
and  ovens  are  now  being  made  as  a  substitute  for^  and  in  lieu  of,  stoTes. 
The  saw  mill  has  been  kept  in  operation,  and  we  have  on  hand  mate- 
rial for  building.  A  sewing  school  was  put  in  operation  in  November 
last,  and  a  manual  labor  school  for  boys  was  commenced  in  the  month 
of  May ;  forty  girls  and  fifty  boys  have  attended  said  schools ;  the 
average  daily  attendance  of  the  boys  thirty-five,  and  of  the  girls 
thirty ;  average  age  of  the  girls  twelve  years,  and  of  the  boys  ten 
years. 

The  boys  have  cultivated  a  garden  of  three  and  a  half  acres,  built 
some  two  hundred  rods  of  fence,  dug  a  well,  and  made  hay  to  winter 
a  team.  The  girls  have  made  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  garments 
for  themselves  and  the  boys  attending  the  school ;  also  mtule  some 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  bags,  which  were  filled  with  flour  and 
issued  to  the  Indians ;  and  considerable  sewing  has  been  done  for 
the  boarding-house.  A  portion  of  time  each  day  has  been  devoted  to 
instruction  in  reading,  spelling,  and  writing.  This  reservation  con- 
'taiDS  a  much  larger  amount  of  land  than  is  needed  by  the  tribe  for 
agricultural  purposes ;  thevx  'mtetwx.  ^oxM  \»  oc^nsulted  by  having  a 
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reasonable  quantity  of  the  land  divided  among  them  in  severalty  as 
provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  1855.  A  system  of  manual  labor  schools 
should  then  be  established,  and  with  judicious  management  the 
Winnebagoes  might  be  expected  to  advance  in  civilization  with  a 
rapidity  corresponding  with  their  physical  and  mental  superiority. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  FLETCHER, 

Indian  Agent. 
W.  J.  CuLLBN,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Saint  Paul. 


No.  54. 

CENTRAL  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


Office  Supbrintbndbnt  Indian  Affaibs, 

St.  Louis,  August  20,  1857. 

Sib  :  The  closing  of  my  connexion  with  the  affairs  of  this  office, 
and  the  various  engagements  to  be  fulfilled  prior  to  my  departure  for 
Utah^  compel  me  to  limit  this,  my  annual  report  for  the  past  year, 
to  a  few  subjects  of  special  importance,  referring  you  for  the  details  of 
the  various  agencies  to  the  reports  of  the  respective  agents,  which 
will  in  due  time  be  forwarded. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  purchased  by  treaty  from  the 
Omahas  in  1854  certain  lands  claimed  by  the  Poncas  and  Pawnees  ; 
these  lands  are  now  being  settled  by  the  whites,  and  the  Indians  who 
have  been  deprived  of  their  traditional  rights  are  restless  and  insub- 
ordinate. Policy  requires  that  treaties  should  be  negotiated  with 
these  tribes ;  that  the  Poncas  should  be  settled  upon  the  reserve  of 
the  Omahas,  who  speak  the  same  language  ;  and  the  Pawnees  upon 
that  of  the  Ottoes,  with  whom  they  are  on  friendly  terms. 

The  Yanctons  of  the  Missouri  claim  all  that  country  lying  between 
the  Big  Sioux  river  and  a  point  upon  the  Missouri  river,  opposite  to 
Fort  Pierre,  The  lower  portion  of  this  country  is  a  valley  bordering 
upon  the  Missouri,  eighty-nine  miles  in  length,  by  about  fifteen 
in  breadth.  This  valley  is  of  unusual  fertility  ;  and  the  bluff  country 
lying  adjacent  to  it  on  the  north,  though  not  so  well  supplied  with 
timber,  is  in  other  respects  equally  valuable  I  would  recommend 
that  a  treaty  be  negotiated  with  the  Yanctons  for  the  purchase  of 
this  Territory,  and  that  they  be  established  upon  a  limited  reserve 
between  James  river  and  Dorian's  bluffs.  There  are  many  retired 
traders  residing  near  Sergeant's  bluffs,  married  to  Yancton  women. 
These  people  have  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  of  15th  July, 
1830,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  lands  secured  to  them  between  the 
two  Nehemas.  Some  of  them  will  endeavor  to  participate  in  the 
advantages  arising  from  the  sale,  by  the  Yanctons,  of  the  lands  above 
referred  to ;  in  the  event,  however,  of  a  negotiation  with  the  Yanctons, 
it  will  be  well  to  remember  that  these  half-breeds  have  been  already 
well  provided  for. 
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The  reserves  of  the  Sacs  aod  Foxes,  Delawares  and  Pottawatomies 
of  Kansas,  and  of  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  and  Omahas  of  Nebraska 
Territory,  are  unnecessarily  large ;  I  therefore  suggest  that  treaties 
be  negotiated  with  each  of  these  tribes  for  the  purchase  of  the  super- 
fluous territory,  and  that  each  tribe  be  restricted  to  a  reserve  not 
exceeding  fifteen  miles  square ;  also,  that  the  reserves,  after  having 
been  sectionia^ed,  be  assigned  to  families  of  the  respective  tribes  for 
their  exclusive  occupancy ;  but  patents  should  in  no  instance  be 
issued  to  any  of  these  Indians.  If  these  negotiations  be  deferred  the 
white  population  will  seize  upon  all  these  lands,  and  the  Indians, 
driven  from  their  homes,  will  soon  be  reduced  to  the  condition  of 
vagabonds. 

In  consequence  of  an  error  in  a  certain  official  map  of  Kansas  Ter- 
ritory, many  persons  have  settled  upon  the  lands  of  the  Kansas  tribe. 
These  Indians  are  now  almost  entirely  excluded  from  their  reserve; 
this  subject  should  occupy  the  attention  of  the  department  at  an  early 
period. 

The  twenty-three  sections  known  as  the  half-breed  Kansas  lands 
have  been  subjected  to  many  adverse  claims ;  the  rights  of  these  par- 
ties under  the  treaty  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  proper  authorities  for 
adjudication.  In  addition  to  the  great  value  of  the  soil,  this  tract 
contains  large  quantities  of  timber,  which  is  being  rapidly  destroyed 
in  violation  of  law  and  the  reiterated  notices  from  your  office. 

The  annual  average  decrease  of  all  the  tribes  of  this  central  super- 
intendency,  including  those  of  the  prairie  and  frontier,  exceeds,  it  is 
supposed,  five  per  cent.;  at  this  rate  they  must  soon  pass  away.  Jus- 
tice, policy  and  humanity  require  the  intervention  of  the  government 
to  prevent  still  greater  suffering. 

There  are  many  schools  established  within  this  superintendency, 
some  of  which  are  productive  of  beneficial  influences,  others  are 
worthless  and  ought  to  be  abolished.  The  employment  of  mechanics 
within  the  several  agencies,  so  far  from  being  beneficial,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  injurious  to  the  tribes,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the  sys- 
tem be  entirely  abandoned. 

A  growing  spirit  of  insubordination  is  everywhere  manifested 
among  the  wild  tribes  of  the  prairies,  ^o  subdue  and  control  this 
spirit  a  cordial  co-operation  among  the  various  civil  and  military  agents 
of  the  government  is  indispensable,  and  this  can  only  be  effected  by 
restoring  to  the  War  Department  the  control  of  the  Indian  service. 

Many  thousand  Indians  in  the  region  of  the  upper  Missouri  and 
Yellow-stone  have  fallen  victims  to  the  small  pox  during  the  last  and 
present  year.  Reckless  men  will  continue  to  spread  this  terrible  dis- 
ease in  that  region  until  the  law  provides  adequate  punishment  for 
their  inhuman  conduct,  or  until  a  general  system  of  revaccination  be 
ordered  by  the  department. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  the  Judith,  liberal  arrangements 
are  made  for  the  advancement  of  the  Blackfeet  nation  in  education 
and  other  useful  employments ;  no  portion  of  that  fund  has  yet  been 
expended;  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  contracts  be  made  with 
euitahle  persons  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  that  treaty. 
An  admirable  institution  foi  XJcie  e^w&«b\i\Q\i  oil  >0tk!^\\A\»»n8  on  the 
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western  slope  of  the  Rocky  mountams  at  St.  Mary's,  in  the  Bitter- 
root  valley,  has  been  conducted  with  singular  success  by  certain 
Jesuits,  who  manifest  peculiar  adaptation  to  the  duties  of  education 
in  these  remote  regions.  At  this  institution  many  of  the  Nez  Perces 
and  Flatheads  are  highly  educated.  All  se^n  intelligent,  moral,  and 
observant  of  the  forms  of  Christian  worship. 

The  Blackfeet  are  intelligent  and  tractable,  and  could  they  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  a  similar  institution  would  become  equally  distin- 
guished. 

The  most  desirable  point  for  the  establishment  of  a  farm,  schools, 
&c.,  for  the  Black%et,  would  be  near  the  base  of  High  mountain,  ten 
miles  south  of  Fort  Benton^  which  is  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Missouri  river,  which  point  is  twenty-nine  hundred  miles  above  St. 
Louis,  and  thirty  below  the  great  falls.  In  a  former  report  I  stated 
that,  from  minute  personal  observation,  I  had  satisfied  myself  of  the 
entire  practicability  of  navigating  that  river  by  steamboats,  for  sev- 
eral hundred  miles  above  the  Yellow-stone.  For  several  years  past, 
the  annuity  goods  for  the  Blackfeet  have  been  forwarded  from  the 
Yellow-stone  to  Fort  Benton  on  Mackinac  boats  drawing  from  thirty 
to  thirty-four  inches.  There  are  three  inconsiderable  rapids  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Judith,  but  they  present  no  material  obstacle  to  naviga- 
tion. Boats  of  five  hundred  tons  run  up  the  Missouri  from  St.  Louis 
to  Milk  river,  which  is  more  than  two  hundred  miles  above  the  Yel- 
low-stone. Above  that  point  it  is  necessary  that  a  smaller  class  of 
steamboats  should  be  resorted  to. 

From  Walla- Walla,  at  the  confluence  of  the  north  and  south  forks 
of  the  Columbia  river,  the  distance  to  Fort  Benton  does  not  much 
exceed  five  hundred  miles ;  from  which  fact,  it  will  be  perceived, 
that  the  route  will  hereafter  become  of  the  greatest  importance  for 
commercial  and  military  purposes.  Walla- Walla  is  at  the  head  of 
navigation  on  the  Columbia  river,  while  Fort  Benton  occupies  a  simi- 
lar position  on  the  Missouri,  and  the  time  is  not  distant,  in  my  opin- 
ion, when  an  enterprising  population  will  be  found  established  in  the 
vicinity  of  both  positions,  as  well  as  at  the  mouth  of  Yellow-stpne, 
(Fort  Union.)  There  is  an  excellent  wagon  route  from  the  last  named 
place  to  Fort  Benton  through  the  valleys  of  the  Missouri  and  Milk 
rivers,  abounding  in  grass,  water,  and  fuel;  the  distance  not  exceed- 
ing three  hundred  and  seventy  miles.  In  the  event  of  the  upper 
Missouri  being  closed  by  ice,  this  will  at  all  seasons  be  found  a  safe 
and  expeditious  route  between  Forts  Union  and  Benton,  having  the 
further  advantage  of  a  plentiful  supply  of  game,  consisting  of  buffa- 
loes, elk,  deer,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  CUMMING, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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kiodest  feelings  for  the  white  race.  No  white  man  need  entertain  any 
fears  in  travelling  where  he  may  desire  through  their  country,  alone 
or  otherwise. 

When  the  entire  nation  shall  have  assembled  together  and  a  coun- 
cil held,  I  hope  I  shall  be  enabled  to  derive  such  general  information 
as  will  be  of  interest  to  you  and  myself,  and  which  will  give  me  much 
pleasure  in  laying  before  you  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  , 

In  closing  this  report,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  say  somethiuff,  as  far 
88  my  observation  has  extended,  respecting  the  resources  and  iuture 
developments  of  this  country  from  Fort  Union  to  this  point,  a  dis- 
tance of  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  miles.  The  country  in  every 
respect  is  like  unto  that  from  Fort  Randall  to  Fort  Union,  and  from 
Fort  Union  up  the  Yellow-stone  to  the  base  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
exceedingly  undulating,  soilless,  but  little  water  save  in  the  principal 
tributaries  of  the  Missouri,  but  very  little  timber,  and  that  valueless 
except  for  fuel;  but  in  point  of  scenery,  it  is  like  many  spots  I  had 
the  honor  of  reporting  in  my  annual  report  respecting  the  Yellow 
Stone  country,  indescribably  grand  and  interesting  in  many  spots. 
The  scenery  strikes  the  eye  with  such  wonder,  astonishment  and  de- 
light, that  we  may  gaze  and  gaze  and  yet  the  vision  does  not  weary. 
When  I  reached  the  point  where  the  Marias  and  Teton  unite  their 
pure  and  crystal  water,  flowing  over  rocky  beds  from  mouth  to  source, 
fresh  from  the  Rocky  mountains,  it  truly  struck  my  fancy  with  plea- 
sure and  amazement.  After  beholding  for  a  while  that  truly  pictur- 
esque and  incomprehensible  formation  of  nature,  the  idea  struck  me 
forcibly  what  a  wide  spread  field  was  here  open  to  the  artist,  but  a 
moment's  reflection  caused  me  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  most 
scientific  artist  that  ever  lived  in  any  age,  with  years  of  toil,  would 
about  as  nearly  represent  this  particular  spot  in  its  native  grandeur 
as  doth  the  transient  flickering  glow  of  a  common  luminary  resemble 
and  compare  with  the  dazzling  splendor  of  the  meridian  sun. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  respectfully  suggest,  that  I  hope  for  the  fu- 
ture those  getting  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  annuities  for  the 
Blackfeet  nation  will  be  required  to  apportion  them  as  follows,  to  wit: 
Piegans,  three  hundred  and  filty  lodges;  Gros  Ventres,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  lodges ;  Bloods,  three  hundred  lodges  ;  and  Blackfeet, 
two  hundred  lodges.  Supposing  the  lodges  to  average  the  same  num- 
ber of  souls. 

I  make  this  suggestion  not  because  the  agent  would  be  relieved  of 
a  little  trouble,  but  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  unnecessary  detention 
when  they  assemble  to  receive  their  annuities,  and  withal  it  would 
be  no  extra  labor  to  the  contractors. 

I  would  again  suggest,  at  the  request  of  the  Gros  Ventres  and  the 
Bloods,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  other  two  bands,  that  corn  be  substituted  in  part  for  the 
coffee  and  rice;  in  fact  they  prefer  corn  decidedly  to  either;  coffee  they 
care  but  little  about. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

ALFRED  I.  VAUGHAN. 

Indian  Agent. 
Col.  Alfred  CuMicmQ, 

Superintendent,  Indian  Aflfaxre,  St.  Lou\%^  M\A8«wr\. 
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No.  56. 


Upper  Missouri,  Fort  Union, 

September  9,  1857. 

Sir  :  As  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
harve  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  first  report  as  '*  agent  for  thtt 
Indians  in  the  Upper  Missouri  agency." 

I  shall  confine  myself  pretty  much  to  a  brief  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  I  have  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  to  such  facts 
ftnd  circumstances  as  have  fallen  under  my  own  own  observation,  or 
which  I  have  learned  from  good  authority.  With  the  very  brief  ex- 
perience I  have  had,  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  advance  opin- 
ions, or  make  many  recommendations,  except  such  as  may  appear  too 
dear  to  admit  of  doubt. 

The  boundaries  of  my  agency,  its  geography,  its  climate,  its  physi- 
ccd  features,  the  tribes  and  nations  occupying  it,  and  their  languages, 
character,  habits,  and  history  have  all  been  treated  of  by  Colonel  A. 
Gumming  and  Colonel  A.  Vaughan,  and  many  others  who  have  pre- 
ceded me,  in  a  manner  far  better  than  I,  with  my  limited  opportuni- 
ties and  brief  residence  and  experience  in  the  country,  can  hope  to  do. 
Years  of  residence  in  this  great  agency,  and  long  and  familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  numerous  and  various  Indian  tribes  inhabiting 
it,  are  requisite  to  enable  an  intelligent  man  to  treat  on  these  subjects 
understandingly  and  thoroughly. 

Having  received  from  your  predecessor.  Colonel  Cumming,  tha 
annuity  presents. for  the  Indians  in  my  agency,  and  also  his  instruc- 
tions, I  left  St.  Lonis  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  on  the  good  steamboat 
** Twilight,"  Captain  John  S.  Shaw  master.  The  boat  had  a  con- 
siderable passenger  list,  a  good  crew,  and  a  heavy  load  of  freight, 
consisting  of  the  annuity  goods  of  my  agency  and  those  of  the  Black- 
feet  agency,  and  the  large  stock  of  goods  of  John  Frost  and  company, 
ftir  traders,  and  designed  for  the  supply  of  their  trading  posts. 

On  the  13th  of  June  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux  river, 
the  lower  limit  of  my  agency,  and  on  the  next  day  we  found,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Missouri,  on  a  beautiful  green  prairie  sloping  down 
to  the  river,  about  one  hundred  lodges  of  the  Yanctons.  They  were 
engaged  in  cultivating  corn,  and  anxiously  awaiting  the  presents 
from  their  Great  Father ;  and  so  they  were  very  glad  to  see  me,  their 
Little  Father,  as  the  dispenser  of  the  desired  presents.  I  gave  them 
some  provisions  and  groceries,  and  directed  them  to  proceed  up  the 
river  to  the  principal  village,  which  is  directed  by  "The  Man  Struck 
by  the  Bee,"  at  which  place  their  annuities  would  all  be  delivered. 
They  complained  to  me  that  some  boat  had  taken  a  quantity  of  their 
wood  cut  and  piled  upon  the  river  bank,  and  had  not  paid  for  it. 

On  the  next  day,  June  15,  we  arrived  at  the  principal  village, 
idso  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  After  a  short  and  hurried  inter- 
view with  the  chiefs  and  headmen,  I  delivered  to  them  their  presents, 
and  desired  them  to  sign  the  receipts.  Two  of  them  did  so  readily ; 
but  one  declined,  and  demanded  a  complete  invoice  of  all  the  articles 
embraced  in  the  receipt.     This  was  a  new  and  8tra\i%^  T^Q^^,"e\»^^^V 
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there  was  some  sense  in  it;  and,  to  gratify  him,  I  accordingly  com- 
plied with  his  desire.  I  was  sorry  to  see  such  distrust  and  suspicion, 
and  have  no  idea  that  any  cause  for  it  has  ever  been  given.  The 
Indian  was  probably  put  up  to  make  the  demand  by  some  half-breed 
or  white  man. 

They  advanced  a  claim  to  a  portion  of  the  annuity  paid  to  the 
Santees,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  joint  owners  of  the  country 
sold  by  the  Santees.  They  also  inquired  about  the  $480  heretofore 
appropriated  for  a  blacksmith  for  them.  We  stopped  with  them  two 
or  three  hours,  and  the  whole  interview  was  conducted,  on  their  part, 
very  formally  and  orderly,  and  they  exhibited  a  friendly  feeling.  I 
gave  them  such  advice  and  instruction  as  seemed  appropriate  and 
useful,  and  we  left. 

A  few  miles  above,  and  on  the  same  side,  we  passed  the  village  of 
the  *' Smutty  Bear,"  another  division  of  the  same  people.  This  good 
and  influential  chief  I  was  sorry  was  not  at  home,  for  I  wished  much 
to  see  him.  These  people  are  poor,  and  often  sufifer  from  hunger. 
There  is  but  little  game  in  their  country,  and  I  think  they  should  be 
furnished  with  a  farmer  and  blacksmith ;  or  that,  in  some  way,  more 
effectual  efforts  be  made  to  extend  agriculture  among  them.  They 
now  raise  considerable  corn  and  vegetables,  but  not  enough  for  their 
support.  They  possess  sufficient  fertile  lands,  and  if  they  could  lie 
instructed  in  the  use  of  oxen  and  the  plough  they  might  soon  have  fo<jd 
enough. 

They  even  now  can  be  said  to  have  nearly  passed  from  the  nomadic 
to  the  settled  state,  as  they  reside  chiefly  in  fixed  habitations,  mostly 
earth  lodges,  though  I  also  observed  some  quite  good  log  houses  al 
the  village  of  the  *' Smutty  Bear.*' 

On  the  16th  of  June,  at  evening,  we  found  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  a  large  band  of  Poncas,  with  whom,  I  believe,  the  government 
has  no  treaty,  and  they  thought  it  was  hard  that  all  the  Indians  on 
the  river  should  receive  presents  from  the  United  States  while  they 
were  overlooked.  They  claim  the  country  from  Iowa  creek  to  White 
Earth  river,  and  whites  are  making  settlements  on  it,  of  which  they 
complain. 

On  the  17th  I  saw  more  Poncas.  The  chief,  who  enjoys  the  sound* 
ing  name  of  ''The  Deum,"  a  fine  looking  fellow,  wished  to  see  me, 
and  said  they  were  hungry.  I  told  him  that  their  Great  Father  had 
sent  nothing  to  them  by  me,  but  that  I  would,  on  my  own  account, 
give  them  a  feast  of  bread  and  flour  and  a  few  hands  full  of  tobacco, 
with  which  they  were  well  pleased  and  contented.  He  complained 
that  the  Omahas  had  sold  part  of  his  country  ;  and,  also,  that  the 
steamboats  cut  and  carried  away  their  wood.  I  submit  whether  some- 
thing should  not  be  done  by  the  government  for  the  Poncas. 

On  the  18th  we  arrived  at  Fort  Randall,  where  I  again  found  some 
twenty  lodges  of  Ynnctons.  They  had  been  out  on  a  hunt  and  were 
in  to  trade.  I  talked  with  them,  and  gave  them  some  provisions  and 
poceries.  On  the  20th  we  met  the  American  Fur  Company's  boat  on 
its  return  from  Fort  Union.  It  had  on  board  **Four  Bears,"  tfa« 
principal  chief  of  the  Groa  VentTea^his  youngest  wife  and  child,  and  a 
soldier  of  the  Unc-pa-pa'  a  band  oiSvoxix,  TlV«^  V^idL^m^  down  to  meel 
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me  in  regard  to  difficultien  which  had  erisea  with  the  Arrickarees  and 
Unc  pa-pas,  and  about  which  they  wished  advice  and  aid.  We  took 
them  on  our  boat. 

On  the  2l8t  we  found  another  encampment  of  thirty  or  forty  lodges 
o4*  Yanctons  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  near  old  Fort  Lookout, 
and  also  a  few  lodges  a  few  miles  above  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

They  wished  the  boat  to  stop,  but  I  informed  them  their  presents 
had  been  delivered,  and  that  if  they  wished  any  of  them  they  must  go 
down  to  the  principal  village.  During  the  afternoon  a  party  of  young 
men  belonging  to  these  looges  overtook  the  boat  and  insisted  upon  its 
stopping,  as  they  wished  to  talk ;  some  guns  were  fired  by  them  at 
the  boat  some  said,  but  I  think  not.  I  thought  it  best  to  gratify  them, 
and  went  on  shore.  The  party  was  under  the  lead  of  a  young  man 
named  the  **  White  Medicine  Oow."  I  explained  to  them  that  I  had 
delivered  all  their  presents  to  the  principal  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the 
nation  at  their  village,  and  that  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  divide 
the  presents  so  as  to  give  a  share  to  every  small  party  I  might  meet 
on  the  river.-  They  listened  attentirely,  seemed  satisfied,  and  retired 
quietly. 

On  the  25th  we  reached  Fort  Pierre ;  and  there,  greatly  to  my  satis- 
faction, I  found  all  the  Sioux  bands  of  the  agency,  or  a  good  represen- 
tation from  each,  to-wit :  The  Two  Kettles,  the  Menecongues,  the  Unc- 
pa-pas,  the  Brules,  the  Blackfeet  Sioux,  the  Sansaves,  and  the  Yanc- 
tonees.  The  last  named  band,  for  the  want  of  boats,  had  encamped  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  ;  the  other  six  bands  were  encamped  around 
and  near  the  fort,  on  the  left  bank.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  all 
of  each  or  of  any  one  of  these  bands  were  present ;  but  a  large  pro-  • 
portion,  if  not  a  majority  of  each  of  the  bands,  were  present.  I  held 
long  and  interesting  conversations  with  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of 
each  of  these  bands,  separately  and  in  full  council.  I  had  the  assist- 
ance of  Zephye  Bencontee,  a  sensible,  well  informed  and  good  man, 
and  one  of  the  best  Sioux  interpreters  on  the  river.  We  visited  the 
lodges  of  two  or  three  of  the  chiefs  by  invitation,  and  partook  of  a  very 
little  of  their  feast  of  dog  meat.  I  counciled  with  and  advised  them  all, 
earnestly  and  firmly,  telling  them  fully  and  plainly  what  was  expected 
of  them  by  their  Great  Father,  what  they  must  do,  and  what  they 
must  not  do,  and  that  severe  punishments  would  certainly  be  the 
final  consequence  of  depredations,  wars  and  murders  among  each 
other,  and  more  especially  if  they  should  molest,  kill  or  injure 
white  people  ;  I  particularly  impressed  upon  them  the  agreement 
they  entered  into  in  their  treaty,  and  that  they  were  bound  and 
must  observe  them,  and  that  the  government  would  always  be  certain 
to  fulfil  all  it  had  agreed  to  do  for  them.  Many  of  the  chiefs  spoke 
very  well  and  sensibly  on  various  subjects,  and  all  in  a  friendly 
«pirit.  They  declared  themselves  willing  and  anxious  to  keep  the 
treaty,  but  said  they  had  unruly  men  among  them,  especially  young 
men,  whom  they  could  not  always  restrain.  They  spoke  of  a  promise 
made  them  by  General  Harney  to  give  them  certain  clothing  for  their 
soldiers,  and  expressed  great  surprise  that  the  promise  had  not  been 
fulfilled.  I  explained  this  matter  to  them  as  well  as  I  could.  Con- 
gress ought,  undoubtedly,  to  make  provision  at  its  fit^t%^^^w^W 
the  fulfilment  of  that  promise.     It  was  a  rea80iia\Aft  ou^,  wA  xa»ftftv^ 
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good  faith  by  the  general.  The  government  will  suffer  much  in  the 
estimation  of  the  Indians  if  a  promise  made  by  an  officer  so  high  in 
rank  and  character  as  General  Harney  is  long  left  unfulfilled.  They 
also  complained  of  trespasses  upon  their  lands  and  game  by  hunters 
and  trappers,  &c.  The  **Two  Bears,"  the  ''Iron  Nation/'  and  tlM 
**  Bear's  Rib,"  seemed  to  me  the  most  able  and  influential  chiefe. 
**Big  Head"  and  his  band  were  not  present,  but  I  met  them  after- 
wards. My  whole  interview  with  these  Sioux  was  satisfactory ;  their 
language  and  manner  indicated,  I  think,  a  sincere  friendship  and  a 
strong  desire  for  peace  and  quiet,  and  to  observe  the  stipulations  of 
the  treaty. 

The  Sioux  are  all  wandering  tribes,  except  perhaps  the  Yanctons, 
who  are  partially  so.  I  observed  a  large  number  of  horses  among 
them,  some  of  which  looked  pretty  well,  though  they  are  generally 
small.  I  delivered  the  presents  assigned  to  these  six  bands,  took  their 
receipts  and  left  them,  1  hope,  better  and  happier  than  I  found  them. 

We  staid  here  all  night,  and  the  next  day,  the  25th,  crossed  over 
and  met  the  great  band  of  the  Yanctonees.  Held  a  good  talk  with  them, 
and  had  a  pleasant,  friendly  interview.  There  were  present  of  them 
some  two  hundred  lodges,  under  the  lead  of  their  principal  chief, 
**Ma-ta-no-pa,"  or  "Two  Bears."  I  delivered  them  their  present! 
and  hastened  on. 

On  the  28th  we  met  the  famous  chief  "Big  Head/'  with  sixty- 
seven  lodges  posted  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  This  chief,  it  may 
be  remembered,  has  been  unruly,  and  refused  to  come  into  Fort  Pierre 
when  General  Harney  was  there,  and  sent  word  to  the  general  "if  he 
•  wished  to  see  him  he  must  come  and  get  him."  I  went  on  shore  and 
held  a  conversation  with  the  chief  speaker  of  the  band,  called  **Dog 
Cloud."  They  were  evidently  in  an  uneasy  and  disturbed  state  of 
mind.  I  told  them  I  was  sorry  they  had  not  met  me  at  Fort  Pierre 
and  received  a  share  of  the^presents;  that  I  had  given  all  away  there 
and  had  nothing  for  them  but  a  little  food  and  tobacco.  They  wished 
me  to  take  pity  on  them ;  excused  their  former  misconduct ;  profewed 
friendship,  and  said  they  would  have  met  me  at  Fort  Pierre,  but 
feared  to  go  there,  as  they  had  been  told  there  was  an  intention  to 
punish  them.  They  wished  me  next  year  to  give  them  their  portion 
of  the  presents  at  this  place,  &c.  I  told  them  I  could  not  do  so;  that 
they  ran  no  risk  in  visiting  the  fort;  that  no  harm  was  intended  them 
if  they  behaved  well,  and  that  I  must  deliver  all  the  presents  at  Fort 
Pierre.  I  urged  them  to  believe  me,  and  not  what  was  told  them  by 
any  one  else  contrary  to  what  I  said,  and  that  I  was  their  agent  and 
friend,  and  desired  their  welfare,  &c. 

We  then  took  some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them  on  the  boat  and  gave 
them  a  feast  of  bread,  coffee,  and  sugar.  They  made  many  promises 
of  good  conduct  in  the  future.  I  gave  them  a  considerable  present  of 
breads  flour,  rice,  sugar,  and  tobacco,  for  their  people,  and  a  few  coats 
and  pantaloons  for  the  chiefs,  and  they  departed,  I  trust,  with  good 
resolutions. 

I  deem  this  meeting  with  this  band  very  fortunate,  and  hope  it  will 
prove  useful,  and  tend  to  reform  their  habits,  which,  it  is  said,  have 
heretofore  been  rather  bad  axid  xmiviV^  • 
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On  the  30th  we  arrived  at  the  village  of  Arrickarees.     These  peo- 

{)le,  as  you  know,  reside  in  fixed  habitations — earth-covered  huts  or 
odges.  The  village  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
river.  By  invitation,  I  visited  the  lodge  of  '* Black  Bear/'  the  prin- 
cipal chief,  and  found  assembled  there  all  the  principal  men  of  the 
nation.  The  lodge  was  large  enough  to  seat  easily  more  than  a  hun- 
dred men.  We  had  a  smoke,  a  feast  of  buffalo  (not  dog)  meat,  and  a 
long,  very  interesting  and  satisfactory  talk.  A  white  man  by  the 
name  of  La  Brune,  in  the  employ  of  one  of  the  fur  companies,  was 
shot  and  killed  in  May  last  by  an  Indian  of  this  nation.  The  guilty 
Indian  was  present,  confessed  the  act  and  gave  his  reasons  It  seems 
that  he  lost  all  his  family  last  winter  by  the  small-pox,  (which  destroyed 
a  large  portion  of  these  people,)  and  he  slew  the  white  man  because  the 
disease  was  brought  into  the  country  by  the  white  people ;  and  because, 
as  is  asserted,  a  certain  half  breed  Pawnee,  in  the  employ  of  the  other 
ftir  company,  told  him,  and  made  him  believe,  the  disease  was 
brought  in  the  country  by  the  whites  on  purpose  to  destroy  the  Indians, 
or,  at  least,  that  the  whites  were  greatly  in  fault  for  bringing  it 
into  the  country  and  permitting  it  to  spread  among  the  Indians.  Be- 
lieving this,  the  poor,  ignorant,  superstitious  savage  felt  it  his  duty 
to  sacrifice  one  white  man  to  atone  for  the  death  of  his  whole  family. 

I  told  him  and  the  chiefs  that  the  act  was  wrong,  and  the  reasons 
given  for  it  entirely  unsatisfactory,  and  that  I  should  report  the  case 
to  the  government  for  such  action  as  might  be  thought  proper. 

They  also  confessed  that  they  had  killed  one  Sioux  for  attempting 
to  steal  their  horses.  They  expressed  much  satisfaction  that  they  had 
just  effected  a  friendly  settlement  of  their  difficulties  with  the  Gros 
Ventres.  ''Four  Bears,"  the  chief  of  the  Gros  Ventres,  was  pres- 
ent, and  joined  them  in  expressing  their  thanks  for  the  ratification  of 
peace  between  them.  He  and  his  young  wife  were  their  honored 
guests,  and  received  some  very  respectable  presents  from  the  Bees. 
These  people  also  spoke  well,  and  gave  good  promise  of  peace  and 
tranquillity.  I  delivered  them  their  presents,  for  which  they  were 
very  thankful,  and  wished  me  to  call  and  see  them  again  when  I  came 
down  the  river,  which  I  promised  to  do. 

The  same  day,  about  six  miles  above,  we  passed  the  old  village  of 
the  Mandans.  There  were  but  five  or  six  of  the  dirt  lodges  occu- 
pied, the  rest  being  deserted,  as  the  larger  part  of  the  Mandans  have 
gone  up  to  Fort  Berthold,  and  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
the  Gros  Ventres.  In  the  afternoon  we  passed  the  winter  lodges  of 
the  Arrickarees,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  in  a  fine  grove  of 
cotton-wood,  well  sheltered  from  the  winds  by  high  bluffs,  which 
surrounded  the  grove  completely,  except  near  the  river. 

On  the  Ist  of  July  we  beheld  the  high,  beautifully  situated  villages 
of  the  Gros  Ventres  and  Mandans,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
The  boat  being  detained  here  all  day  by  wind,  a  good  opportunity 
was  afforded  me  to  become  acquainted  and  talk  with  these  poor,  un- 
fortunate, but  interesting  people. 

I  held  formal  councils  in  separate  lodges  with  these  nations,  for  their 
languages  are  entirely  different.  They  also,  like  the  Arrickarees, 
live  in  permanent  habitations,  and  all  of  them  cultivate  cw\i^  ^\A 
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▼ines,  and  vegetables,  to  a  congiderable  extent.  With  proper  asRist- 
ance  and  instruction,  I  believe  they,  as  well  as  the  Tanctons  and  the 
Arrickarees,  might,  in  a  few  years,  be  brought  into  a  state  of  com- 
parative comfort  and  plenty,  and  much  advanced  in  the  arts  of  civil- 
isation. The  Arrickarees,  Gros  Ventres,  and  Mandans,  however, 
must  not  only  be  assisted  and  instructed  by  the  government,  but  they 
must  also  be  effectually  protected  against  the  continual  attacks  and 
^iepredations  of  the  roving,  predatory  bands  of  Sioux  and  Asuiaa- 
boines,  by  whom  they  are  surrounded,  or  they  will  soon  be  de- 
stroyed. 

These  three  distinct  nations  do  not  now  number  over  fifteen  hundred 
or  two  thousand  souls  in  all.  That  terrible  scourge,  the  smail-pox, 
during  the  year  past,  it  is  confidently  believed,  swept  off  fall  obo- 
fourth  of  their  number.  These  people  all  expose  the  dead  bodies 
wrapped  in  clothes,  or  blankets  and  skins,  and  placed  upon  scaffolds 
eome  six  or  eight  feet  above  the  ground.  I  visited  their  place  for  tliie 
dead,  very  near  to  the  village,  and  a  more  disagreeable  sight  I  never 
beheld  ;  the  scaffolds  soon  decay  and  fall  down. 

The  Mandans  only  a  few  years  since  numbered  five  hundred 
lodges  ;  they  cannot  now  count  over  thirty  or  forty.  They  wish  to 
join  the  Gros  Ventres  for  protection,  but  fear  they  might  thereby 
lose  their  separate  annuity.  I  told  them  there  was  no  danger  of  that, 
as  long  as  they  preserved  a  distinct  organization.  They  are  peaoefal 
and  friendly,  and  they  most  piteously  implored  protection.  Thw 
complaints  of  the  murders  and  robberies  committed  on  them  by  the 
Sioux  were  really  most  affecting.  I  think  the  best  speaker,  and  most 
sensible  man  I  have  found  among  the  Indians,  was  '^  Bat-sa-a-ra-han- 
aecha,"  or  **  Long  Hair,''  the  orator  of  the  Gros  Ventres.  He  is  a 
fine  looking,  large  man,  about  fifty  years  of  age.  I  am  indebted  to 
Captain  John  Frost,  of  St.  Louis,  who  was  present  at  the  council,  for 
a  very  correct  synopsis  of  his  speech.  Much  of  it,  from  my  best  recol- 
lection, is  given  verbatim ;  and  as  it  presents  an  accurate  view  of  the 
condition  and  feelings  of  these  people,  I  transmit  herewith  a  correct 
copy  thereof. 

At  evening,  having  completed  all  my  business  with  these  people 
and  delivered  their  presents,  which  they  much  needed,  and  for  which 
they  were  really  thankful,  we  moved  up  the  river. 

On  the  4th  of  July  we  met  a  large  band,  the  CSanoe  band^  of  Asaini- 
boines,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  about  sixty  or  seventy 
miles  by  land  below  Fort  Union. 

Their  principal  chief  is  Broken  Arm,  a  man  some  fifty  years  old,  aad 
having  considerable  influence  with  the  nation.  I  directed  them  to 
proceed  as  fast  as  they  could  with  their  dog  teams  to  Fort  William  to 
receive  their  presents  ;  which  they  agreed  to  do. 

This  night  a  most  unusual  and  exciting  incident  occurred.  It  ims 
about  midnight;  I  was  sitting  up  with  a  sick  person,  when  the  boat 
ran  into  an  immense  herd  of  Buffalo,  which  were  swimming  across  tks 
river.  Until  the  boat  could  be  stopped  we  could  plainly  feel  tbs 
wheels  strike  against  them ;  on  §oing  out  we  found  the  boat  en- 
tirely surrounded  by  the  poor,  frightened  creatures,  struggling  and 
panting  in  the  strong  cnitt^at  o^  ^^^xvi^t«    Many  of  them  in  their 


SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR.  417 

confnsion  mast  have  become  exhausted  and  drowned.  The  mooa  was 
shining  brightly;  it  was  a  scene  worth  a  journey  of  two  thousand 
miles  to  behold ;  it  was,  however,  painful  to  know  that  many  of  them 
must  have  perished.  Such  an  incident  has  probably  never  before  oc- 
curred, and  it  must  not  be  supposed  from  this  that  buffalo  are  very 
abundant. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  5th  of  July,  we  at  last  arrived  at  Fort 
William,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow-stone  river,  some  twenty-two 
hundred  miles,  by  the  River  Missouri,  from  St.  Louis,  having  occu- 
pied thirty-five  days  in  the  passage.  Our  boat  proved  an  excellent 
one,  and  was  most  ably  conducted,  but  it  was  heavy  loaded,  and  we  were 
once  forced  to  take  off  a  large  part  of  the  cargo  to  get  over  a  bad  sand- 
bar, and  we  were  often  hindered  and  delayed  the  greater  part  of  the 
way  up  by  sand-bars  and  the  extreme  crookedness  of  the  channel. 
Nevertheless,  the  time  occupied  was  not  much  greater  than  usual, 
and  not  by  any  means  an  unreasonable  time  in  which  to  overcome 
two  thousand  miles  of  the  strong  and  swift  current  of  the  mighty 
Missouri. 

On  the  6th,  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the  band  of  some  seventy 
lodges  of  Crows,  encamped  near  here  under  the  lead  of  Be-suse-sash, 
or  Horse  Guard,  called  on  me.  They  had  been  waiting  near  here  some 
days  and  desired  their  portion  of  the  presents.  I  could  not  break  the 
bales  and  boxes  and  make  a  proportional  delivery  to  so  small  a  part 
of  the  nation,  unless  I  could  reasonably  expect  that  at  least  a  majority 
of  the  nation  would  be  in  this  summer  or  fall,  but  of  which  I  was  con- 
fidently assured  by  Mr.  Robert  Meldrum,  who  has  spent  twenty  or 
thirty  years  with  the  Crows,  and  by  others,  that  there  was  not  the 
least  chance  or  prospect.  I,  therefore,  informed  the  chiefs  of  this 
band  that  all  I  CDuld  do  for  them  at  that  time  was  to  give  them  some 
provisions,  groceries,  powder^  balls,  tobacco  and  clothes.  I  gave 
them  a  liberal  amount  of  these  articles  and  took  their  receipt  for  the 
same.  They  were  well  satisfied,  and  agreed  to  try  and  get  the  re- 
mainder of  the  nation  here  during  the  season. 

All  the  remainder  of  the  Crow  annuity  I  stowed  securely  with  Frost 
&  Company  at  Fort  William,  taking  the  receipts  of  the  company 
therefor. 

During  the  time  I  have  remained  at  this  post,  I  have  made  every 
effort  in  my  power  to  get  the  Crows  here,  but  am  satisfied  it  is  impos- 
sible, at  least  this  season. 

The  nation  is  very  widely  dispersed,  it  is  not  known  where  some  of 
the  bands  are,  and  it  is  known  that  a  large  part  are  even  over  the 
mountains.  This  unusual  dispersion  of  the  Crows  has  been  caused 
by  their  terror  of  the  small-pox,  which  spread  among  some  of  the 
lower  bands  to  a  considerable  extent  and  caused  many  deaths.  But 
for  this  unfortunate  circumstance,  it  is  thought  the  Crows  could 
have  been  collected  here  to  receive  their  presents.  I  should  state, 
however,  that  they  strongly  insist  that  they  have  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  as  they  understand  it,  a  right  to  have  their  presents  delivered 
to  them  in  their  own  country,  ^b  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  copy 
of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  of  1851,  I  cannot  decide  how  much,  if 
any,  weight  there  may  be  in  this  claim.  They  also  state^  I  aa^^^w^ 
27 
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truly,  that  they  cannot  come  here  without  incurring  a  considerable 
risk  from  the  Sioux  an^^the  Blackfeet,  and  I  believe  also  the  Gros 
Ventres  of  the  Prairie. 

I  found  the  Assinaboines  nearly  as  much  scattered  as  the  Crows,  in 
small  parties  and  bands,  hundreds  of  miles  apart,  and  on  both  sides 
of  the  river.  These  people  doubtless  suflfered  more  from  the  small- 
pox in  the  last  year  than  any  other  nation.  From  the  best  calcula- 
tions that  can  be  made,  more  than  one-fourth  have  perished.  Many 
whole  lodges  or  families  have  died.  At  Forts  Union  and  William,  I 
am  told,  fully  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  buried.  At  one  place, 
thirty  miles  below  this  post,  I  am  informed,  thirty  lodges  are  now 
left  standing,  the  owners  having  all  died  or  fled,  and  forever  aban- 
doned the  lodges  and  the  dead  within  and  around  them.  It  was  not 
till  the  18th  of  July,  that  I  could  get  any  of  the  bands  of  the  Assina- 
boines to  the  fort.  **The  Gosha  band,"  the  **Rock  band,"  and 
seven  lodges  from  the  **  North  band,"  seventy-nine  lodges  in  all,  ap- 
peared. The  gresjter  part  of  these  were  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  could  not  be  induced  to  bring  their  lodges  over.  They  in- 
tend to  remain  on  that  side  and  camp  with  some  of  the  lower  bands 
of  Crows. 

On  the  30th,  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  lodges  of  the  **Can6e*' 
and  **  Girls"  bands  came  in;  and  on  the  1st  of  August,  forty  lodges 
of  the  **  North  band"  arrived.  By  those  best  acquainted  with  this 
nation,  it  was  thought  there  are  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  lodges 
more  of  the  nation.  If  this  is  correct,  there  are  now  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  lodges  only  of  this  nation  left.  The  lodges  canoot 
average  over  eight  persons  each.  This  would  make  the  entire  nation 
thirty-seven  hundred.  They  are  all  very  poor,  and  appear  dejected 
and  discouraged.  They  have  but  a  few  poor  horses,  and  part  of  these 
were  stolen  while  here  by  Sioux  or  Crees.  Their  entire  dependence 
for  the  transportation  of  their  lodges  and  scanty  effects  is  upon  their 
dog-teams.  I  am  bound  to  say,  they  seem  to  me  the  poorest  and  most 
miserable  looking  Indians  I  have  seen.  The  custom  of  burying  valu- 
able articles  with  the  dead,  after  so  great  mortality  as  they  have  re- 
cently suffered,  has  perhaps  caused  much  of  their  present  destitution. 
They  are  also  greatly  depredated  upon  by  the  Sioux  and  other  nations, 
but  it  must  be  admitted  that,  according  to  their  ability,  they  are  not 
slow  to  depredate  back  again.  I  delivered  the  government  presents 
to  these  bands  at  three  different  times,  and  as  they  came  in,  it  being 
impossible  for  them  to  remain  long  for  the  want  of  food.  I  talked 
with  them  a  great  deal,  heard  all  they  had  to  say,  and  gave  them 
such  advice  as  I  deemed  appropriate  ;  urging  upon  them  the  policy  as 
well  as  the  duty  of  a  strict  observance  by  them  of  the  treaty.  They 
had  taken  some  half-breed  children  and  some  horses  from  the  trading 
posts  here,  which  they  readily  returned  at  my  request.  All  of  them 
pronaised  good  behavior,  and  professed  much  friendship;  and  yet  im- 
mediately after  leaving  here,  and  only  a  few  miles  from  the  fort,  they 
chanced  to  meet  two  or  three  Gros  Ventres  of  the  Prairie,  who  were 
probably  coming  to  the  fort,  fired  on  them,  and  killed  one  woman, 
scalped  her,  and  most  brutally  cut  her  in  pieces.  The  other  Indians 
«0caped^  it  is  said,  but  iiol\\\ii%\v«k^\x^^\i  W%xdof  them  since.     This 
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cowardly  and  cruel  act  was  perpetrated,  it  is  said,  by  a  party  of  the 
'*  Canoe  band."  The  above  facts  were  related  to  me  by  some  Indians 
of  the  **  North  band,''  a  few  days  after  tne  savage  murder  was  per- 
petrated. 

Again,  on  the  3d  of  August,  Mr.  Malcom  Clarke,  of  the  firm  of 
Frost  &  Company,  licensed  fur  traders,  with  a  party,  arrived  at  Fort 
William  from  St.  Paul,  by  the  way  of  Pembina,  and  on  his  way  to 
Fort  Benton,  with  several  carts  and  horses,  a  party  of  some  twenty- 
five  mounted  men  of  this  same  band  of  **  Canoe,*'  as  is  believed,  met 
him  about  ten  miles  from  this  fort,  and  required  him  to  stop  and 
asked  him  for  presents.  He  complied  with  their  wishes,  supposing 
them  to  be  friendly,  and  gave  them  a  feast  and  several  other  articles. 
He  soon,  however,  discovered  some  symptoms  of  a  disposition  to  do 
mischief,  and  attempted  to  start.  He  had  but  one  man  with  him 
and  some  Blackfeet  young  men  in  his  employ,  and  two  women;  as  he 
was  about  starting,  two  or  three  of  the  Assinaboines  cocked  their  guns 
and  attempted  to  shoot  the  Blackfeet,  a  man  some  twenty-years  old, 
who  had  for  a  long  time  been  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Clarke  interfered  and  prevented  the  attempt  two  or  three  times,  and 
thereby  came  near  being  shot  himself.  They  finally  promised  not  to 
shoot,  but  demanded  a  keg  of  two  or  three  gallons  of  alcohol,  and 
took  it  by  force.  A  moment  after,  while  Mr.  Clarke's  attention  was 
directed  to  his  carts,  they  shot  and  killed  the  Blackfeet  man  and 
scalped  him  ;  but  Mr.  Clarke,  at  some  risk,  got  possession  of  the  body 
and  brought  it  to  Fort  William  for  burial.  The  killing  of  this  man 
UDtJer  the  circumstances  is  a  much  greater  outrage  than  the  killing 
nt  the  Gros  Ventres  woman,  as  the  man  was  in  the  employ  and  under 
the  protection  of  a  licensed  trader  and  a  white  man. 

Mr.  Clarke  formerly  resided  at  Fort  Union  for  some  time,  and  has  no 
<loubt  that  some  of  these  Indians  know  him.  Another  year  these 
Indians  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  made  to  atone  for  these  acts,  and 
in  some  way  be  severely  punished.  All  cases  of  Indian  outrages  ought 
to  be  immediately  followed  by  punishment,  as  the  only  eflFectual  mode 
of  preventing  many  more  and  of  a  worse  character.  Herewith  I  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  Mr.  Clarke's  written  statement  of  the  affair. 

Horse  stealing  is  still  common  with  most  of  the  tribes  and  nations 
of  this  agency.  One  tribe  or  nation  not  only  steals  from  another,  but 
they  do  not  hesitate  to  steal  the  horses  of  white  people  also  when  an 
opportunity  occurs. 

While  staying  at  Fort  Union,  not  only  were  many  of  the  horses  of 
the  Assinaboines  stolen  from  their  camp,  within  gun-shot  distance  from 
the  fort,  but  on  another  night  all  but  two  or  three  of  the  horses  be- 
longing to  the  fort  were  driven  off^.  These  thefts  may  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  Sioux,   Blackfeet,  or  Crees — it  is  impossible  to  know. 

All  the  traders  and  residents  in  the  country  complain  of  the  steal- 
ing of  their  horses.  The  Sioux  I  think  have  the  worst  character  for 
this  practice. 

I  am  also  sorry  to  state  that  war  parties  from  most  of  the  nations 
are  still  often  out  in  quest  of  **  scalps,"  and  if  these  cannot  be  had, 
horses  will  do.  These  parties  usually  consist  of  young  men,  and  are 
not  often  large,  though  while  I  was  at  Fort  Union  I  ^vw  «b  ^^tX.^  5^5^ 
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firty  mounted  Crows,  reinrDiDg  as  they  said  from  an  expedition  against 
the  Sionx,  and  this  waa^only  half  the  party,  the  other  half  having 
returned  by  another  route.  I  had  no  opportunity  to  speak  with  them, 
as  they  made  no  halt.  I  was  informed,  however,  that  they  said  they 
had  taken  neither  scalps  nor  horses.  Horse  stealing,  war  parties, 
and  occasional  cases  of  murder,  can  never  be  suppressed  entirely 
until  the  Indian  character  is  changed,  or  until  he  is  placed  in  such  cir- 
cumstances that  certain  and  severe  punishment  stares  him  immediately 
in  the  face.  The  chiefs  and  the  older  and  wiser  men  are,  I  think, 
generally  opposed  to  these  practices,  and  when  spoken  to  on  the  sub- 
ject always  express  regret  and  disapprobation,  and  say  **  we  cannot 
always  restrain  our  young  men  and  our  bad  men,  they  will  steal  out 
of  camp  and  run  oflf  on  these  expeditions/' 

The  fact  is,  those  very  men,  who  are  now  chiefs  in  the  possession  of 
honor  and  influence,  in  former  days  distinguished  themselves  by  just 
such  acts,  and  thereby  became  chiefs  and  leaders  of  the  people.  The 
young  men  say  "how  can  we  ever  become  chiefs  unless  we  distinguish 
ourselves  by  taking  many  scalps  and  horses,  and  by  striking  our 
enemies  ?  Without  deeds  of  skill,  daring,  and  bravery  we  are  nothing. 
Unless  we  can  recount  at  the  war  dance  many  of  these  deeds  or  acts, 
(called  here  coups,)  we  are  no  more  than  women,  and  can  never  be  fit 
to  be  chiefs." 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  majority  of  the  leading  men,  and 
perhaps  of  the  people,  of  most  if  not  all  of  the  tribes  and  nations  in  thiit 
agency,  are  impressed  with  a  proper  sense  of  the  power  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  knowthatitis  for  their  interest  to  remain  at  peace  and  to  keep 
on  friendly  terms  with  the  whites,  and  desire  to  keep  strictly  their 
reaty  obligations ;  and  yet  I  believe  there  is  among  some  of  the  bands 
a  strong  party  which  is  restless  and  uneasy  under  the  restrictions  of  the 
treaty,  and  only  wait  a  favorable  opportunity  and  a  fair  prospect  of 
success  to  do  much  mischief. 

The  annual  visits  and  councils  of  the  agents,  and  the  distribution 
among  them  of  respectable  presents,  are  wise  and  highly  useful  in 
preserving  a  good  understanding  and  in  cultivating  peaceful  and 
friendly  relations  with  them,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  something  more 
is  wanting  atthistime  to  check  the  lawlessness  prevailing,  and  to  enforce 
a  more  strict  observance  of  the  treaty,  and  to  more  deeply  and  generally 
impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians  the  great  and  overwhelming 
powers  and  numbers  of  the  white  people ;  and  thus  to  show  th^m  the 
utter  folly  and  uselessness  of  all  acts  of  violence  and  all  attempts  at  re- 
sistance to  our  authority.  As  Mr.  Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  correctly  says, 
"the  remote  and  robber  tribes  are  only  to  be  held  in  check  by  fear. ' '  This 
is  the  only  argument  certain  to  control  and  influence  the  wild,  ignorant 
Indian.  This  fear  of  the  numbers  and  power  of  the  white  people  may 
be  impressed  upon  the  Indian  effectually  in  only  two  ways,  that  I  know 
of— by  strong  military  posts  in  the  country,  or  by  frequently  sending 
large  and  properly  selected  delegations  of  the  Indians  into  our  thick 
settlements  and  large  cities.  I  believe  either  of  these  measures  wouM 
not  only  preserve  peace  but  general  good  order  among  the  Indians. 
Without  one  or  the  other,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the  IndiansVill 
even  remain  as  orderly  and  q\\\et«AX>[v«^  w^v?  vire  for  any  great  length  of 
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time.  The  removal  of  the  troops  from  Fort  Pierre  was  wrong,  I 
humbly  think. 

This  agency  is  entirely  too  large,  I  think  ;  one  man  cannot  do  it 
Justice  unless  he  can  have  assistance.  One  agent  should  be  appointed 
for  the  eight  Sioux  bands,  and  one  for  the  Uees,  G-ros  Ventres,  Man- 
dans.  Assinaboines,  and  Crows.  Fort  Pierre  would  be  central  for  the 
lower  agency,  and  this  place  for  the  upper.  By  the.  way  of  the  river 
it  is  about  thirteen  hundred  miles  across  this  agency,  and  the  agent 
in  crossing  it  must  communicate  with,  and  make  delivery  of  presents 
to,  thirteen  tribes  and  nations  of  Indians  numbering  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  thousand  people.  The  agent  ascends  the  river  in  a  steam- 
boat having  on  it  the  presents  for  this  agency,  the  presents  for  the 
Blackfeet  agency,  the  outfit  for  one  of  the  tur  companies,  and  usually 
a  large  number  of  passengers.  Every  one  is  in  haste,  (and  there  is 
necessity  for  haste,)  and  the  agent  is  necessarily  much  hurried.  He 
has  barely  time  to  deliver  the  presents,  if  the  Indians  are  at  the  ap- 
pointed places  and  ready  to  receive  them,  to  say  a  few  words  and 
hasten  on.  This  is  not  doing  justice  by  the  Indians  ;  but  it  must  be 
60  while  going  up  the  river.  Now  to  remedy  the  diflBcnlty,  the  agent 
should,  after  remaining  a  month  or  two  at  Fort  Union  or  Fort  William 
and  thoroughly  completing  his  business  with  the  Assinaboines  and 
Crows,  be  furnished  a  Mackinac  boat  and  men  enough  to  manage  it 
and  to  assist  him,  and  then  descend  the  river  slowly  and  leisurely, 
and  see  and  converse  with  the  Indians  ;  spending  as  much  time  with 
each  tribe  and  nation  as  he  may  find  necessary  or  useful,  occasionally 
taking  short  land  trips  to  the  encampments  and  hunting  grounds  of 
the  bands  if  he  finds  it  necessary  and  proper.  He  could  then  siieud 
the  winter  in  the  central  or  lower  part  of  the  agency,  and  go  to  St. 
Louis  in  the  spring  to  take  charge  of  the  annuities  for  that  year.  In 
this  way  the  agent  could  become  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the 
Indians  and  increase  his  chance  to  gain  a  salutary  influence  over  them. 
There  are  five  or  six  distinct  languages  spoken  in  this  agency,  and 
yet  the  agent  is  furnished  only  four  hundred  dollars  per  anuurn  to 
pay  the  services  of  interpreters.  This  is  entirely  inadequate,  and  were 
it  not  for  the  generosity  of  the  fur  companies  in  extending  to  the 
agent  the  services  of  their  interpreters,  he  could  not  transact  his 
necessary  business  with  the  Indians. 

In  regard  to  an  agency  house  in  this  agency,  for  which  an  appro- 
priation has  been  made,  I  would  say  it  would  be  useless  to  attem|>t 
one  at  present,  imless  it  is  built  under  the  protection  of  some  fortified 
post;  lor  no  agent  would  or  could  reside  safely  in  an  ordinary  house 
in  the  upper  or  central  portion  of  the  agency  without  some  protective 
works  and  a  small  force,  and  then  he  could  not  keep  any  exposed 
property. 

The  agent  at  present  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  hospitality  and 
kindness  of  the  fur  trading  companies  tor  shelter,  food,  protection,  and 
assistance  in  the  distribution  of  the  presents. 

It  may  be  well  to  state  that,  on  a  careful  examination  and  inquiry, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  buffalo,  the  sole  support  of  the  Indian 
in  this  agency,  are  annually  and  pretty  rapidly  decreasing.  What 
can  the  Indian  then  do  in  the  greater  part  of  this  immense  ^^^mvvU^*^ 
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But  little,  even  with  skillful  agriculture,  could  be  forced  from  tlie 
sterile  soil  in  this  cold  northern  region.  It  is  a  common  remark  here 
that  ''  when  the  buffalo  disappears,  the  Indian  must  disappear  also/' 
This  fact  it  may  be  well  to  consider  in  season. 

In  makiug  the  distributions  of  the  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  ob- 
serving their  general  destitution  of  food,  (for  they  always  complain  of 
hunger,)  I  have  thought  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  send  them 
less  sugar,  coffee,  and  rice,  and  more  bread,  flour,  and  corn  in  their 
place. 

The  Indians  it  is  true  have  become  very  fond  of  sugar  and  coffee, 
but  they  are  luxuries  they  can  do  well  without.  In  this  cold  and 
changeable  climate  too,  would  it  not  be  better  to  send  less  light  manu- 
factured articles  for  clothing  and  more  heavy,  durable  ones? 

The  foregoing  part  of  this  report  had  been  prepared  previous  (o  the 
26th  day  of  August.  On  that  day,  about  8  o^clock  a.  in.,  a  war 
party  of  twenty-five  well  mounted  Sioux  suddenly  appeared  on  the 
prairie  north  of  the  fort  and  just  out  of  gun-shot.  The  gates  were 
immediately  closed.  The  Indians,  after  searching  the  hills  and  woods 
around  the  fort  for  some  time  to  find  horses  or  people,  drew  up  near 
the  fort,  and  five  of  their  leaders  came  near  enough  to  speak  to,  and 
they  were  invited  to  enter,  which  they  did.  One  man  belonging  to 
the  lort  being  out  in  the  hills  at  the  time,  much  apprehension  was 
lelt  for  his  life  in  case  the  Indians  should  see  him.  We  gave  the^e 
leaders  some  presents  and  kept  them  busy  in  conversation  till  our 
man  came  in  and  then  dismissed  them.  I  strongly  urged  th»»m  t4> 
return  home  and  be  at  peace,  and  they  promised  to  do  so. 

They  informed  me  they  belonged  to  the  ^'Sansarc''  band  of  Sioux, 
and  admitted  that  as  they  passed  Fort  William,  two  and  a  half  miles 
below  here,  they  took  the  horses  belonging  to  the  fort.  We  after- 
wards learned  that  the  people  of  the  fort  fired  two  guns  at  them  while 
they  were  driving  off  the  horses.  From  signs  and  tracks  it  is  sup- 
posed these  Indians  hung  around  these  forts  some  days  after. 

On  Friday  morning,  just  at  daylight,  a  party  of  Indians  (no  doubt 
the  same)  advanced  and  fired  a  number  of  guns  at  Fort  William;  but 
the  people  were  on  their  guard,  and  returned  the  fire  so  briskly  that 
they  soon  retired. 

In  connexion  with  this  high-handed  outrage,  I  will  give  the  sub- 
stance of  Mr.  Riter's  statement  of  the  outrages  ot  a  party  of  Sioux — 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number — which  visited  these  forts  in  Novem- 
ber last.  That  party  killed  one  white  man,  and  very  severely  wounded 
another,  and  killed  one  Assinaboine  Indian,  who  was  in  company  with 
.  one  of  the  murdered  white  men.  They  also  met  a  party  of  men 
belonging  to  Fort  Union,  and  robbed  the  carts  which  they  had  with 
them ;  and  they  took  from  the  two  forts,  during  the  visit,  twenty- 
nine  horses.  Mr.  Riter  is  the  agent  of  the  American  Fur  Company 
in  charge  of  this  post,  and  his  statement  may  be  fully  relied  on. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  great  obliga- 
tion I  am  under  to  yourself  for  your  advice  and  courtesy,  and  to 
Colonel  A.  J.  Vaughan,  my  predecessor,  for  his  valuable  assistance 
generously  rendered  me  while  passing  through  my  agency.     I  am 
also  much  indebted  to  the  ag&iil«)\iA^tYi^tAt«)  and  employes  of  both 
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the  large  fur  trading  companies  for  their  prompt  and  willing  assist- 
ance, advice,  and  support  during  the  whole  time  I  have  been  in  the 
Indian  country.  Without  this  support  and  assistance,  I  should 
hardly  have  been  able  to  perform  the  difficult  and  important  duties 
of  this  large  agency  with  any  satisfaction  to  myself  or  advantage  to 
the  government  or  the  Indians. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  REDFIELD, 

Indian  Agent. 
Colonel  John  Haverty, 

Supt.  of  Indian  Affairs y  St.  Louis y  Mo. 


St.  Louis,  November  9,  1857. 

Sir:  My  annual  report  as  *' agent  for  the  Indians  in  the  Upper 
Missouri  agency"  was  dated  at  Fort  Union  on  the  9th  day  of  Sep- 
tember. 

On  that  day,  having  completed  all  my  duties  at  that  point,  I 
embarked  upon  a  Mackinac  boat,  and  commenced  my  return  passage 
through  my  agency,  with  the  intention  of  calling  upon  and  councilinfc 
with  as  many  of  tlie  Indians  as  I  could  find  along  the  river,  and 
devoting  as  much  time  to  them  as  I  might  think  necessary. 

On  Thursday,  the  17th,  we  reached  the  villages  of  the  Gros  Ventres 
and  Mandans,  at  Fort  Berthold.  At  the  very  moment  our  boat  landed, 
a  large  party  of  some  sixty  mounted  Yanctonais  made  an  attack  upon 
the  villages,  and  succeeded  in  driving  ofiF  eleven  horses  of  the  Gros 
Ventres,  and  killed  six  fine  oxen  belonging  to  D.  M.  Frost  &  Co., 
licensed  traders.  The  Gros  Ventres  and  Mandans,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, bravely  pursued,  and  a  running  fight  ensued^  which  lasted  some 
hours,  and  into  the  night.  About  an  equal  number  of  horses  were 
recovered,  but  at  a  loss  of  three  Gros  Ventres  and  one  Mandan  killed 
and  several  wounded.  They,  however,  killed  four  of  the  Sioux,  and 
wounded  some. 

The  pleadings  of  these  poor  people  for  help  and  for  protection 
against  their  powerful  and  cruel  enemy  were  most  touching.  I 
promised  to  do  all  I  could  for  them  with  their  Great  Father. 

They  are  continually  subject  to  these  attacks ;  their  property  is 
taken  from  them,  and  they  are  being  rapidly  destroyed.  They  are 
peaceful  and  industrious  ;  their  village  I  found  full  of  corn  and  pump- 
kins, and  many  other  products  of  their  honest  labor.  Shall  they  be 
protected  and  instructed  and  civilized,  or  shall  we  suffer  them  to  be 
blotted  out?  ''If,"  said  their  great  orator,  ''Long  Hair," "our 
Great  Father  will  not  protect  us,  he  ought  at  least  to  untie  our 
hands — relieve  us  from  the  obligation  of  the  treaty,  and  then  we  will 
try  to  protect  ourselves."  This  affair  happened  at  a  peculiarly  un- 
fortunate time,  as  the  Gros  Ventres  and  Mandans  had  agreed  to  meet 
me  at  Fort  Clark  (thirty-six  miles  below  by  land)  to  receive  some 
annuity  of  goods  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  delivered  to  them. 
They  still  said  they  would  try  to  meet  me  there  after  they  had  at- 
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tended  to  the  funerals  of  their  dead.  I  agreed  to  wait  at  Fort  Clark 
a  day  or  two  for  them,  and  then,  if  it  was  safe,  they  would  mei*t  mt-. 
I  left  these  good  people  the  next  day  with  a  heavy  heart. 

On  Saturday,  the  19th,  we  reached  Fort  Clark,  a  distance  by  the 
river  of  sixty-five  miles.  I  was  greatly  astonished  to  find  assembled 
here  over  six  hundred  lodges  of  Sioux,  mostly  Blackfeet  Sioux,  Unc- 
papas,  Sanparcs,  and  Menecongues,  with  gome  Yanctonais  and  Yanc- 
tons,  and  a  few  from  nearly  all  the  hands.  The  reason  they  gave  tor 
so  large  and  unusual  an  assemblage  was  to  purchase  corn  of  the 
Arrickarees  ;  but  the  real  object  no  doubt  was  to  agree  upon  a  course 
of  extensive  winter  operations  against  the  Assinaboines  and  Crows, 
and,  perhaps,  even  the  Upper  Blackfeet.  Their  lodges  were  all  new 
and  good,  and  they  were  all  well  mounted,  clothed,  and  armed.  It 
was  by  far  the  largest,  finest,  and  best  looking  assemblage  of  Indians 
I  ever  saw.  I  immediately  concluded  that  it  would  not  be  prudent 
for  the  Gros  Ventres  and  Mandans  to  come  here  at  this  time,  and 
accordingly  I  despatched  a  messenger  in  the  night  to  the  Gro«  Ven- 
tres to  inform  them  of  the  facts,  and  advise  them  not  to  leave  home ; 
but  my  messenger  found  on  his  arrival  that  they  had  heard  of  the 
great  gathering  of  the  Sioux,  and  had  resolved  not  to  come  down.  I 
made  my  arrangements  with  them  to  come  to  Fort  Clark,  and  get  the 
goods  after  the  Sioux  had  departed. 

I  called  together  the  chiefs  and  headmen  of  these  bands  of  Sioux,  and 
held  a  long  consultation  with  them,  in  which  I  endeavored  to  im- 
press upon  them  the  necessity  there  was  that  they  should  desist  from 
war  and  from  horse  stealing,  and  all  other  depreciations,  and  to  beat 
peace  not  only  with  the  whites,  but  with  all  the  surrounding  Indians. 
They  heard  me  attentively  and  civilly,  and  treated  me  in  all  respects 
with  the  respect  which,  as  a  government  officer,  I  had  a  right  to  ask. 
But  in  all  their  speeches  it  was  perfectly  apparent  that  they  deter- 
mined to  pay  no  attention  to  the  treaty,  but  to  do  just  as  they  pleased. 
**  They  wanted  the  traders  at  their  regular  trading  posts,  and  nowhere 
elsCy  and  that  was  all  they  wanted.  They  did  not  want  soldiers  sent 
among  them  ;  they  did  not  want  the  government  goods  ;  they  did  not 
want  anything  to  do  with  the  government ;  they  did  not  want  any 
more  white  men  in  their  country  ;  they  did  not  want  white  men  pass- 
ing through  their  country  ;  there  were  too  many  white  men  in  their 
country  already;  they  wanted  to  be  let  alone  to  do  as  they  pleased, 
as  in  old  times,"  &c.,  &c. 

The  Arrickarees  at  this  place  make  the  same  complaints  against 
the  Yanctonais  that  the  Gros  Venires  and  Mandans  do.  Several  of 
their  men  had  been  killed  but  a  few  days  before  by  the  Yanctonais. 

I  was  rejoiced  to  find  the  Arrickarees  had  also  been  blessed  this 
year  with  fine  crops  of  corn  and  pumpkins,  &c.,  &c. 

In  my  report  of  the  9th  of  September,  dated  at  Fort  Union,  I  ven- 
tured to  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  removal  of  the  troops  from 
Fort  Pierre  was  very  bad  policy.  The  Indians  even  think  that  the 
soldiers  left  through  fear. 

Allow  me  now  respectfully  to  advise  and  earnestly  urge  that  a  mode- 
rate force  be  placed  at  or  near  Fort  Berthold  tor  the  protection  of  those 
peacL'iulj  industrious,  and  fooA'^eo^k^vhe  Arrickarees,  Gros  Ventres, 
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and  Mandans,  and  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  check  and  overaw- 
ing the  proud,  haughty,  but  brave  and,  in  many  respects,  noble  Sioux. 

I  advise  this  for  the  good  of  the  Sioux  as  well  as  for  the  protection 
of  the  poor  nations  mentioned.  The  Sioux  may  now  be  easily  con- 
trolled and  kept  peaceful  and  quiet  without  the  destruction  of  life ; 
but  if  left  alone,  they  will  be  led  on  little  by  little  to  the  commission 
of  outrages  not  only  against  other  Indians,  but  the  whites  also,  which 
will  demand  severe  chastisement  and  the  destruction  of  many  lives. 

On  the  29th  of  September  we  arrived  at  Fort  Pierre,  and  found  here 
fifty  lodges  of  Yanctons  and  eight  lodges  of  Tanctonais.  I  conferred 
freely  with  them,  and  made  them  some  small  presents,  as  I  did,  in- 
deed, to  most  of  the  Indians  whom  I  met  above.  They  all  seemed 
])eaceful  and  quiet,  and  were  thankful  even  for  small  presents.  The 
•*  White  Medicine  Cow,"  a  Yancton  chief,  spoke  of  their  claim  to  a 
part  of  the  money  for  the  land  sold  by  the  Omahas  and  Santees  ;  also 
about  the  road  being  made  through  their  country. 

On  Monday,  5th  of  October,  we  reached  Fort  Randall ;  found  here 
forty  lodges  of  Yanctons  under  **  Smutty  Bear"  going  out  on  a  great 
winter  hunt. 

On  the  9th  we  passed  the  deserted  village  of  *'  Smutty  Bear,"  and 
stopped  a  few  miles  below  at  the  village  of  the  Yancton  chief,  **Tlio 
Man  struck  by  the  Ree."  We  remained  here  a  day  and  a  night,  be- 
ing detained  by  a  high  wind,  and  visited  the  village  and  the  lodges  of 
some  of  the  chiefs.  I  had  considerable  talk  with  them,  and  gave 
them  all  I  had  left  belonging  to  them. 

On  the  20th  of  October  we  reached  Nebraska  city,  and  here  we 
found  a  steamboat,  upon  which  we  gladly  embarked,  having  spent 
forty-four  days  and  nights  on  an  open  Mackinac  boat. 

I  arrived  in  this  city  the  28th  of  October,  and  should  have  prepared 
this  supplementary  report  much  earlier  had  I  not  been  prevented  by 
severe  illness  from  cold  contracted  on  my  way  down. 

I  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  during  the  whole  time  I  have  spent 
in  my  agency  I  have  been  earnestly  desirous  to  see  and  converse  with 
as  many  of  the  Indians  as  possible,  and  to  do  them  all  the  good  in  my 
power,  as  well  as  to  perform  faithfully  all  the  duties  which  I  owed  to 
the  government. 

The  number  of  souls  in  this  agency  amount  to  about  twenty-four 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

I  hope  my  labor  and  eflforts  have  done  some  good,  and  that  they 
will  meet  the  approval  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  REDFIELD, 

Indian  Agent, 

John  Havbrty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Louis. 
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No.  57. 


Fort  William,  August  5,  1857. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  lay  before  you,  in  your  character  as  Indian 
agent  for  the  Assinaboines,  a  statement  of  the  following  facts  :  First. 
I  arrived  at  this  point  from  the  Mississippi  river,  by  the  way  of  Pem- 
bina, on  the  Red  river  of  the  north,  on  the  night  of  the  3d  instant. 
About  10  o'clock  of  the  same  day  I  was  stopped  on  the  road  by  a  party 
of  some  twenty-five  mounted  Assinaboines,  who  insisted  on  my  lying 
by  for  a  short  time.  This  I  did  ;  gave  them  a  small  feast,  with  a 
present  of  some  six  or  eight  pounds  of  tobacco,  gun  wormers,  and 
gun  flints,  regarding  them  as  friends  ;  but  noticing  at  the  same  time 
an  apparent  disposition  on  their  part  to  do  mischief,  and  as  I  had  but 
one  man  with  me,  the  rest  being  Blackfeet  boys  and  women,lfe\t 
alarmed  for  the  consequences,  as  they  had  already  told  me  they  \\ad 
lost  horses  only  a  few  nights  since  by  the  Blackfeet.  One  or  two  of 
them,  on  my  attempting  to  make  a  start,  (for  my  horses  had  been  re- 
harnessed,)  cocked  their  guns,  with  the  intention  of  killing  the  eMest 
Blackfeet,  a  man  some  twenty-five  years  of  age.  This  was  atterapteil 
several  times ;  in  two  cases  I  came  near  being  shot  for  my  interference. 
As  the  carts  were  about  leaving,  (after  repeated  demands  and  threats 
on  the  part  of  the  Assinaboines,)  with  promise  to  do  no  injury  and 
spare  the  Blackfeet,  they  insisted  to  have  a  keg  in  which  there  was 
probably  from  one  to  three  gallons  of  alchohol.  I  was  about  giving 
it  to  them,  when  they  made  a  rush  and  took  it  and  left,  part  remain- 
ing. In  a  moment,  when  my  attention  was  distracted  with  the 
thieves,  I  heard  a  gun  fire  and  the  women  crying,  (the  carts  carrying 
them  on  their  way  ;)  I  ran  up  to  the  spot,  telling  the  rest  to  keep  on, 
and  found  the  Blackfeet  dead  and  scalped.  I  put  him  in  the  cart,  at 
some  risk,  for  the  Assinaboines  were  around  me,  and  broucrht  and 
buried  the  poor  fellow  at  the  fort. 
T  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

MALC.  CLARKE. 

Colonel  Redfield,  Fort  Union, 


No.  58. 

Speech  of  ^^  Long   HaiVy'*   orator  of   the  Gros   Venires,   at  a  council 
held  wilh  them  by  A.  H.  liedfeld,  Indian  a^ent,  at  their  villaae 
July  1,  1857. 

My  Father  :  The  Great  Spirit  looks  upon  us  at  this  talk,  and  his  sun 
shines  brightly  upon  our  deliberations.  The  young  men  have  spoken ; 
now  I,  as  the  oldest,  speak. 

Look,  my  father,  at  all  my  young  men,  women  and  children;  I  love 
them  very  much,  but  sickness  has  been  among  us  and  our  enemies 
make  war  upon  us.     We  are  dwindling  away  and  becoming  as  nothing 
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in  the  land.  Can't  yon,  as  my  father,  cure  the  sickness  an<l  put  us 
in  a  way  of  living  happy  and  contented. 

My  father,  we  are  a  small  nation,  as  you  see;  I  have  time  and  time 
again  begged  our  late  father  to  take  pity  on  us.  We  arc?  glad  to  sec* 
the  steamboats  come  among  us;  they  bring  us  good  and  necessary 
things.  The  Good  Spirit  gives  us  beautiful  day  to  welcome  you 
among  us. 

My  father,  since  my  nation  made  the  Platte  treaty  I  and  my  peo- 
ple have  done  nothing  wrong;  but  our  enemies,  disregarding  that 
treaty,  have  made  war  upon  us  here,  killing  eight  of  my  young  men, 
and  have  stolen  fifty  of  our  horses.     What  can  I  do,  my  father? 

My  iather,  since  you  started  up  the  river  you  have  seen  all  the  na- 
tions below,  and  no  doubt  they  have  given  you  good  words  and 
l)romi8ed  all  you  require  of  them  ;  but,  my  father,  it  was  only  to  get 
from  you  what  you  had  to  give  them,  and  now,  I  doubt  not,  they  are 
following  your  tracks  to  make  war  upon  us  and  to  rob  us. 

My  iather,  there  is  one  thing  which  happened  amoncr  us,  and  I  will 
hide  nothing  from  you.  While  these  good  friends  of  ours,  the  Sioux, 
were  talking  to  you  below  and  telling  you  many  good  words,  another 
party  of  them  came  to  our  camp,  rushed  upon  the  guard  of  our  horses, 
Htole  eight  from  us  and  killed  one  of  our  best  young  men.  That 
young  man's  brother  cried  for  several  days  in  our  village,  and  at  last 
went  out  alone  and  killed  a  woman  belonging  to  our  good  friends. 
As  the  father  of  my  tribe,  who  are  my  children,  I  have  been  v-aiting 
for  you  to  come  up  that  [  might  give  you  a  true  account  of  all  these 
things. 

My  father,  I  still  have  a  father,  and  I  had  another  father  before 
you ;  I  have  often  told  him  of  our  wrongs,  and  how  my  hands  are 
tied  by  the  treaty,  and  I  asked  him  to  tell  my  Great  Father  and  get 
redress  for  me;  but  he  came  and  went  again,  and  never  told  me  what 
our  Great  Father  said.  The  Rees  here  made  war  upon  us  and  killed 
four  of  our  young  men  and  we  have  killed  one  of  theirs ;  I  think  I  did 
right,  and  we  are  now  even;  but  the  Rees  have  killed  a  white  man. 
I  have  never  yet  washed  my  hands  in  the  blood  of  a  white  man,  and 
I  never  shall. 

My  father,  you  are  an  old  man  ;  your  hair  is  white.  I  have 
looked  at,  you,  and  believe  you  are  a  great  man.  I  now  ask  you  to 
tell  our  Grand  Father  what  I  say,  and  how  my  hands  are  tied  by  the 
treaty,  and  beg  him  to  take  pity  on  us. 

My  father,  you  are  a  white  man,  and  white  men  know  a  great 
deal ;  you  know  how  to  write,  and  know  everything ;  but  I  am  a 
poor  Indian  ;  what  I  know  I  have  learned  upon  the  prairie. 

My  father,  you  see  us,  and  you  see  how  small  we  are  ;  we  are  the 
slaves  of  all  the  tribes  which  surround  us.  I  have  spoken  every  year 
to  our  late  father,  and  asked  him  to  speak  to  our  friends,  the  Sioux, 
and  make  them  let  us  alone.  They  promised  him,  perhaps,  but  they 
laughed  at  him,  and  they  laugh  at  me  too.  The  Sioux  have  come  to 
*  ly  camp  and  advised  us  not  to  receive  the  presents  which  you  bring. 
They  say,  **You  are  poor  and  you  are  few.  Why  is  this?  It  is 
because  you  take  these  presents,  which  bring  poverty,  sickness,  and 
death  with  them  " 
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My  father,  my  country  extends  from  Hart  river  around  to  tlie 
mouth  of  the  Yellow-stone,  and  yet  1  cannot  send  my  young  men  just 
across  the  river  here  to  kill  a  buffalo,  if  I  see  one,  without  their  being 
attacked  and  killed.  This  country  is  not  the  Sioux  country.  Why  do 
they  not  stay  at  home  and  let  us  alone? 

My  father,  my  women  and  children  dare  not  go  out  of  our  village 
to  gather  a  plum  or  a  cherry  without  danger  of  being  killed.  All 
this  I  have  told  to  our  late  father,  and  asked  him  to  tell  our  Grand 
Father,  but  I  cannot  believe  he  has  told  him,  or  we  should  have  been 
protected. 

My  father,  I  have  heard  that  our  Grand  Father  has  soldiers  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  yet  the  Indians,  the  Santees,  from  that  distant 
country  even,  have  come  here  and  stolen  thirty  horses,  thus  reducing 
four  of  my  young  men  to  poverty  and  their  wives  and  children  to 
starvation,  because  they  have  no  horses  to  chase  the  buflfalo.  Those 
young  men,  driven  to  desperation,  followed  on  the  trail  of  this  party 
to  recover  their  horses,  but  have  not  yet  returned.  My  young  men 
caught  a  Sioux  who  was  trying  to  steal  horses  from  us  and  asked 
him  questions,  but  he  would  say  nothing ;  they  asked  him  why  he 
had  ears  if  not  to  hear,  but  he  said  nothing ;  so  they  cut  off  one  of 
his  ears,  they  cut  off"  one  of  his  hands,  and  they  took  <'ff  his  scalp, 
and  sent  him  back  to  his  people  to  learn  sense.  The  Sioux  came 
here  to  make  peace  once ;  they  smoked  the  pipe  with  me,  and  theu 
turned  away  and  immediately  stole  our  horses  and  killed  our  people. 
The  Sioux  seem  to  wish  to  be  the  strongest  and  most  powerful  people 
on  the  earth,  and  nothing  else  would  seem  to  satisfy  them. 

My  father,  I  welcome  you  among  us.  I  am  glad  you  have  come, 
and  for  that  reason  I  have  told  you  all  our  misfortunes  and  troubles, 
as  well  as  all  our  faults.  This  must  be  my  reason  for  speaking  so 
long. 


No.  59. 

Indian  Agency  of  the  Upper  Platte, 

September  1,  J  857. 

Sir:  In  submittting  my  annual  report  on  the  state  of  Indian 
affairs  within  the  Upper  Platte  agency,  I  would  state  that  all  of  the 
tribes,  with  the  exception  of  the  band  of  the  Cheyennes,  are  peaceable 
and  quiet,  and  manifest  on  all  occasions  a  desire  to  remain  at  peace 
with  the  United  States. 

With  the  Cheyenne  band  I  have  held  no  intercourse  since  last 
October,  except  to  send  messages  by  Indian  runners  that  I  expected 
the  chiefs  would  fulfil  the  conditions  that  I  had  imposed  upon  the 
Cheyennes  in  the  councils  held  in  September  and  October,  and  which 
I  am  able  to  state  were  strictly  observed. 

I  directed  the  Cheyennes  to  remain  in  the  southern  and  southeast- 
ern parts  of  the  agency,  their  usual  hunting  grounds,  and  not  to  mix 
with  the  Sioux. 

I  permitted  some  few  lodges  of  Cheyennes   to  winter  with   the 
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MiDneconjoux  on  the  Cheyenne  river,  and  with  the  Crow  tribe  on 
Powder  river.  The  circumstances  and  the  reasons  for  granting  this 
permission  were  reported  to  the  department  in  November  last.  The 
Arapahoes,  who  are  usually  found  hunting  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
South  Fork  of  the  Platte,  were  directed  to  remove  to  the  Parks,  or  to 
the  western  part  of  their  agency,  early  in  April,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  become  involved  in  the  Cheyenne  difficulties,  and  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  North  Platte  bridge  to  see  that  this  order  was  observed. 

I  am  satisfied  that  both  the  Sioux  and  the  Arapahoe  bands  have 
not  sympathized  with  the  Cheyennes,  and  that  the  young  warriors 
and  braves  have  not  listened  to  the  appeals  that  were  made  to  them 
to  join  with  the  Cheyennes  against  the  United  States. 

I  would  again  take  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department 
to  the  condition  of  these  wild  tribes  within  this  agency.  I  would 
again  repeat  the  suggestions  contained  in  former  reports,  as  to  the 
steps  that^  in  my  opinion,  should  be  adopted  in  order  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  and  domesticate  these  tribes. 

The  expense  to  the  government  would  be  inconsiderable,  compared 
t<}  the  advantages  that  would  result  to  the  Indians,  by  relieving 
them  from  this  constant  necessity  of  roaming  the  whole  length  and 
breadth  of  this  agency  in  pursuit  of  game  to  supply  them  with  a  pre- 
carious subsistence,  even  in  the  most  favorable  seasons.  If  one-half 
of  the  toil  and  labor  which  are  employed  in  the  chase  was  devoted  to 
agriculture  these  tribes  would  have  abundance  of  food,  would  be  con- 
tented and  happy,  and  would  entertain  better  dispositions  and 
feelings  towards  the  whites. 

I  would  earnestly  and  urgently  press  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  honorable  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  respectfully  solicit  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  ask 
for  an  appropriation,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  agricultural  and  manual  labor  schools  within  the  Upper 
Platte  agency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  TWI8S, 

Indian  Agent,  Upper  Platte. 

Colonel  CuMMiNG, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  ^airs. 


No.  60. 

Leavenworth  City, 

October  14,  1857. 
Sir:  I  present  the  following  as  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
1857: 

The  train  containing  the  annuity  goods  for  the  Comanches, 
Kiowas,  Apaches,  Cheyennes,  and  Arapahoes,  which  I  accompanied, 
left  Westport,  Missouri,  June  20,  and  proceeded  without  any  inter- 
ruption or  incident,  save  the  usual  reports  against  the  Kiowas,  as 
lar  as  Walnut  creek,  where  it  arrived  on  the  3d  of  July.     From 
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there  I  sent  forward  a  '^runner"  to  notify  the  Comanches,  Kiowas, 
and  Apaches,  of  my  approach,  and  to  gather  them  together,  near 
Fort  Atkinson,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their  presents. 

The  morning  after  my  arrival  at  Walnut  creek,  a  band  of  Kiowas 
who  had  been  out  in  search  of  the  Pawnees,  their  natural  enemies, 
came  into  Allison  and  Booth's  ranche  ;  they  appeared  to  have  been  out 
for  some  time,  and  represented  themselves  as  very  poor  and  hungry. 
After  being  fed,  and  receiving  some  few  presents  from  me,  they 
left,  apparently  well  pleased,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  their  people, 
whom  they  expected  to  find  near  Fort  Atkinson.  The  train  arrived 
at  the  village  of  the  Comanches  and  Kiowas  (the  Apaches  being 
encamped  some  distance  above  the  fort)  on  the  morning  of  theSfch 
of  July.  There  being  some  of  the  principal  bands  of  both  tribes 
absent,  I  declined  to  make  the  distribution  until  they  could  be 
brought  in,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Kiowas  left  the  council  very 
much  exasperated,  and  returning  in  the  evening  with  a  large  body  of 
young  men,  who  surrounded  the  wagons  with  their  bows  strung, 
demanding  their  goods  immediately,  and  threatening  to  help  them- 
selves if  their  demands  were  not  complied  with.  I  remonstrated 
with  them,  and  resisted  as  long  as  I  could,  using  every  argument  to 
persuade  them  to  wait  until  their  **  brothers  "  could  come  in  ;  hot  I 
soon  found  that  it  was  useless  to  contend  with  them,  and  that  my 
words  had  no  eflTect  upon  them,  and,  feeling  at  the  same  time  it 
would  be  madness  to  resist  so  large  a  number,  I  was  about  to  yield  to 
their  wishes,  when  the  Comanches,  always  reasonable,  and  ever  ready 
to  show  their  friendship  for  the  whites,  stepped  forward  and  offered 
their  services  to  protect  the  train.  The  conduct  of  the  Coraanches 
on  this  occasion  deserves  all  praise,  manifesting,  as  it  did,  a  sincerity 
in  their  profession  of  friendship,  and  exhibiting  a  real  anxiety  to 
maintain  peace  and  amity  with  the  government. 

It  was  the  apprehension  of  their  principal  chief,  **  Shave  Head,*' 
as  expressed  to  me  last  year,  (and  which  I  mentioned  in  my  report 
of  1856,)  who  died  during  the  summer,  that  when  he  should  pass 
away  from  among  his  people  they  would  no  longer  respect  the  treaty, 
but  would,  like  the  Kiowas,  depredate  upon  his  white  brothers  ;  the 
ultimate  result  of  which  he  was  satisfied  would  be  the  extermination 
of  his  tribe.  So  far  his  apprehensions  were  groundless,  for  his  in- 
fluence is  still  felt,  as  their  days  of  mourning  for  him  are  not  yet 
over.  What  the  result  may  be  when  his  influence  ceases  to  be  felt, 
and  he  shall  be  forgotten,  I  cannot  tell.  ^*  Shave  Head  "  was  truly 
a  good  man,  and  exerted  perhaps  a  greater  influence  for  good  over 
the  two  tribes  than  any  one  man  ever  did  before.  His  people 
venerate  his  memory,  and  have  mourned  his  death  long  and  deeply. 
The  mode  of  expressing  their  grief,  especially  by  the  women,  is  bar- 
barous in  the  extreme.  His  six  wives,  together  with  the  wives  of  his 
brothers,  and  their  daugters,  on  my  arrival  at  their  village,  appeared 
before  my  tent  in  almost  a  nude  condition,  and  while  they  danced 
and  made  the  air  hideous  with  their  terrible  wailing,  a  number  of 
men  w^ere  employed  in  their  rear  sharpening  knives,  which,  upon 
being  handed  to  the  women,  were  used  in  cutting  great  gashes  in 
their  shoulders,   arms,   bosoms,   and  legs,   from  which   the    blood 
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flowed  80  freely  that  in  several  instances  the  victims  fell  exhausted 
to  the  ground. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  July  all  the  bands  having  come  in, 
and  having  all  things  ready,  I  called  the  chiefs  of  the  two  tribes  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  having  a  talk  before  making  tho  distribu- 
tion. The  Comanches  came  forward  as  friends  in  a  Iriendly  manner; 
the  Kiowas  with  sullen  countenances,  and  with  bows  strung  and  their 
hands  full  of  arrows,  impatient  for  the  least  excuse  to  make  an  attack. 
I  spoke  to  them  as  plainly  as  circumstances  surrounding  would  perraii-, 
telling  them  their  Great  Father  had  heard  of  the  wrongs  they  had 
committed  on  the  road,  and  that  he  was  angry,  and  if  they  persisted 
in  their  outrageous  conduct  he  would  certainly  send  his  soldiers 
against  them,  who  would  destroy  them  as  fire  does  the  grass  on  the 
prairie.  To  which  they  replied,  as  might  have  been  expected,  in  a 
taunting  and  contemptuous  manner.  They  said  they  knew  their 
Great  Father  sent  them  presents  because  he  feared  them  ;  that  he 
was  no  brave,  or  he  would  not  talk  so  much,  but  would  act;  would 
send  the  soldiers,  of  whose  coming  they  had  been  told  of  from  year  to 
year,  but  had  never  seen  yet  on  the  prairie. 

There  is  no  use  of  disguising  the  fact,  that  the  sending  of  presents 
to  these  Indians  from  year  to  year,  notwithstanding  their  continued 
and  almost  daily  outrages  on  the  Santa  Fe  trail,  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  create  a  contempt  in  their  minds  for  the  government ; 
and  if  persisted  in,  must  inevitably  result  in  an  outbreak  of  all  the 
other  tribes  in  my  agency.  The  head  men  of  their  tribes  told  me 
that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  they  are  able  to  control  their 
young  men,  who  seeing  the  Kiowas  have  not  only  thus  far  escaped 
the  punishment  due  them,  but  received  their  presents  as  if  they  had 
done  no  wrong,  and  this  regularly  every  year. 

I  would,  therefore,  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  urge  that  the  punish- 
ment so  richly  deserved  be  no  longer  withheld,  and  that  no  more 
presents  be  sent  to  them  until  they  have  been  brought  to  a  proper 
sense  of  their  obligations  to  the  government.  I  subsequently  learned 
at  Bent's  Fort,  that  on  the  very  day  I  distributed  to  them  a  war  party 
of  Kiowas  laid  waste  a  ranche  near  Moro,  New  Mexico. 

The  several  claims  placed  in  my  hands  for  damages  against  the 
Kiowas,  ibr  theft  and  other  depredations  upon  certain  citizens  of  Los 
Vegos,  New  Mexico,  were,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  of  Colonel 
Cumming,  laid  before  the  chiefs  in  regular  council.  They  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  the  claim  of  Franco  Pinal,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  six  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars,  but  expressed  a  decided  objec- 
tion to  its  being  deducted  from  their  annuity  goods.  They  preferred 
to  make  recompense  themselves,  and  said  they  would  return  in  kind 
what  they  had  stolen. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Pinal  will  have  to  exercise  a  wonderful  degree  of 
patience  it  his  only  dependence  is  upon  the  word  of  the  Kiowa  Indians. 
The  other  claims  they  protest  against,  claiming  to  be  entirely  innocent, 
charging  the  depredations  upon  the  Cheyennes  ;  but  on  an  examina- 
tion of  the  dates  of  the  several  claims  it  will  bo  observed  that  tiiese 
depredations  were  committed  within  a  few  days  and  miles  of  each 
other  ;  so,  if  they  were  guilty  in  one  instance,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
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pose  them  guilty  in  the  others.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  these 
outrages  are  attributable  to  the  Kiowas  alone,  as  the  Cheyennes,  I 
subsequently  learned,  were  not  in  New  Mexico  at  the  time. 

After  distributing  to  the  Comanches  and  Kiowas,  I  proceeded 
with  the  train  towards  Bent's  Fort.  On  the  evening  of  the  13th  I 
came  upon  the  camp  of  the  Arapahoe  Indians  upon  the  Arkansas 
river,  sjme  ten  miles  above  Fort  Atkinson.  They  were  driven  to 
seek  the  buffalo  country  for  want  of  food,  and  they  were  thus  far  on 
their  way  when  I  met  them  They  seemed  very  glad  to  meet  me, 
stating  that  their  people  were  in  a  starving  condition,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  I  would  not  compel  them  to  return  to  Bent's  Fort  in 
order  to  receive  their  presents,  but  that  I  would  give  them  to  them 
there  so  they  might  proceed  on  their  way  without  further  interrup- 
tion ;  to  which  I  unhesitatingly  consented. 

They  were  assembled  in  much  larger  numbers  than  last  year,  num- 
bering about  three  hundred  lodges  ;  consequently  they  got  a  larger 
proportion  of  presents.  My.  interview  with  the  chiefs  of  this  tribe 
was  very  agreeable  and  pleasant.  They  expressed  an  earnest  desire 
to  maintain  peace  and  friendship  with  the  whites.  The  distribution 
was  made  without  the  least  interruption  or  complaint  on  their  part, 
they  appearing  to  be  perfectly  satisfied. 

In  council  the  chiefs  spoke  of  the  conduct  of  their  young  men  at 
Bent's  Fort  on  the  occasion  of  my  previous  visit  among  them,  at 
which  time  they  had  demanded  their  goods  immediately,  declarin*: 
**they  would  not  wait  the  coming  of  the  Cheyennes,"  for  I  had  seat 
over  to  the  **  Smoky  Hill  Fork"  of  the  Kansas  river,  excusing  them- 
selves by  saying  *'  they  had  been  waiting  many  days  for  their  goods, 
and  their  women  and  children  had  become  very  faint  and  hungry," 
and  '*  their  young  men  would  not  be  controlled,"  **but  now  their 
hearts  were  very  glad,  their  Great  Father  had  sent  them  many 
presents,  and  they  would  never  be  seen  making  war  upon  the  whitea 
like  the  Cheyennes,  nor  murdering  and  stealing  like  the  Kiowas.'* 
Little  Raven,  the  principal  chief,  expressed  a  wish  for  his  people  to 
learn  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  become  farmers,  as  he  felt  the  bufialo 
and  other  game  were  rapidly  disappearing  from  the  prairie,  and  in  a 
few  years  would  be  entirely  gone,  when,  unless  they  had  some  other 
resource,  they  must  starve.  He  desired  I  would  ask  the  Great  Chief 
to  send  them  hereafter  farming  instruments  and  white  men  to  teach 
them  their  use. 

It  was  my  intention,  if  the  state  of  afiairs  had  permitted  me  to  re- 
main in  the  country,  to  have  examined  the  district  embraced  within 
my  agency,  with  a  view  of  reporting  to  the  department  the  point*! 
adapted  to  cultivation  and  susceptible  of  producing  sufficient  to  sos- 
tain  the  several  tribes,  should  it  hereafter  be  deemed  expedient  t^ 
colonize  them. 

From  Walnut  creek,  along  the  Arkansas  river,  to  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  Bent's  fort,  there  is  not  a  foot  of  country  fit  for  the  plough ; 
but  immediately  around  the  fort,  and  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles  above,  about  the  regions  of  the  ** Boiling  Springs,"  the  bottoms 
are  extensive,  with  deep,  rich  soil,  susceptible  of  the  highest  degree 
of  cultivation,  and  the  uplands  afford  the  finest  grazing. 
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Arriving  at  Bent's  Fort  on  the  19tli  of  July,  I  applied  to  Captain 
Bent  for  permission  to  store  the  goods  within  the  fort  until  I  could 
communicate  with  Colonel  Sumner,  commanding  the  Cheyenne  expe- 
dition, but  he,  without  hesitation,  refused  ;  giving  as  the  reason,  that  as 
soon  as  the  Cheyennes  learned  that  the  goods  were  within  the  fort  and 
would  not  be  distributed  until  the  soldiers  came,  an  attack  would  be 
made  which  would  result  not  only  in  the  loss  of  the  government  prop- 
erty, but  also  of  everything  he  possessed,  and  the  massacre  of  every 
one  within.  I  then  turned  to  Mr.  Childs^  the  contractor  for  the  land 
transportation,  and  remarked  that  I  would  be  compelled  to  detain  his 
wagons  until  an  express  could  go  and  return  from  Colonel  Sumner's 
camp,  which  was  said  to  be  near  old  Fort  St.  Vrain,  on  the  South 
Platte,  but  he  utterly  refused  to  remain.  I  then  replied,  I  would  not 
receive  the  goods  of  him^  as  I  claimed  the  right  to  detain  the  wagons 
until  I  was  prepared  to  make  the  distribution,  and  went  immediately 
in  search  of  some  one  to  ride  the  express.  Aft^r  great  difficulty,  as 
the  country  was  very  dangerous  to  cross,  there  being  small  bands  of 
Indians  (very  hostile)  roving  to  and  fro,  I  succeeded  in  inducing  a 
Frenchman  by  the  name  of  Dubray  to  undertake  the  trip,  provided  he 
could  pursuade  two  Mexicans  to  accompany  him,  in  which  he  was  suc- 
cessful. He  was  to  start  on  the  following  morning  at  daybreak.  That 
night,  about  nine  o'clock.  Bent,  fearful  that  if  the  goods  remained  even 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  any  length  of  time  without  being  distributed 
he  would  suffer  thereby,  came  to  me,  proposing  to  abandon  the  fort 
and  deliver  it  up  to  me,  for  which  rent  and  storage  was  to  be  paid ;  I 
accepted  of  his  proposition,  and  entered  into  a  written  agreement  with 
him*  for  the  terms  of  which  I  refer  you  to  the  paper  accompanying 
my  letter  to  Colonel  Cumming,  then  superintendent,  of  the  20th  July. 
He  accordingly,  having  packed  up  all  his  goods  and  transported  them 
to  his  wagons,  left  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  with  his  family,  cattle, 
and  horses,  for  the  States,  leaving  behind,  however,  according  to 
agreement,  wagons  and  teams  sufficient  to  remove  the  government 
goods  to  the  States,  in  case  Colonel  Sumner  should  deem  it  improper 
that  they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Cheyennes. 

After  riding  all  night  and  day,  the  messenger  I  had  despatched  to 
Colonel  Sumner  returned  on  the  27th  without  finding  him,  or  learn- 
ing anything  of  his  whereabouts.  Having  no  further  control  over  the 
wagons  which  Captain  Bent  had  left  behind,  they  left  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  for  the  States,  leaving  me  with  but  four  white  men  and 
one  negro,  I  having  control  only  over  one  man  and  the  negro. 

Notwithstanding  my  weak  force,  I  believed  the  goods  were  safer 
behind  stone  walls  than  in  the  wagons  on  the  road,  as  it  was  said  to 
be  infested  with  hostile  Indians  as  far  as  the  crossing  of  the  Arkansas. 
It  was  well  I  did  remain  at  the  fort,  as  I  have  since  learned  that  the 
day  after  the  wagons  left  Fort  Atkinson  the  whole  of  the  Cheyennes, 
flying  from  Colonel  Sumner  after  his  battle  with  them,  crossed  the 
Arkansas  forty  miles  above.  If  the  wagons  had  been  loaded  they 
would  have  travelled  slower,  and  would  have  been  just  in  time  to  have 
met  the  Indians  in  their  full  flight,  who,  smarting  from  their  recent 
defeat,  would  have  wiped  the  train  entirely  out. 

A  few  days  after  the  departure  of  Bent's  wagons,  learning  from  two 
28 
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Apaches  who  came  from  the  Cheyenne  village,  on  the  Smoky  Hill 
fork,  that  a  few  of  the  principal  chiefs  and  a  numher  of  young  men  of 
influence  were  anxious  for  peace,  and  were  using  their  influence  to 
bring  it  about,  and  believing  that  good  might  be  the  result  of  an  in- 
terview, I  procured  the  services  of  a  Mexican  and  an  Arapahoe  Indian, 
and  despatched  them  to  their  village  to  invite  all  the  head  men  who 
were  so  disposed  to  come  to  the  fort.     They  had  proceeded  several  days 
on  their  way,  when  they  were  met  by  a  party  of  straggling  Cheyennes, 
who  informed  them  that  a  great  battle  had  been  fought,  in  which  six 
of  their  principal  chiefs  had  been  killed,  and  their  village  of  near  two 
hundred  lodges  had  been  destroyed — burnt  to  the  ground.     They  said 
though  their  people  had  been  defeated  by  the  loss  of  many  horses  and 
their  entire  village,  they  were  not  subdued,  **  but  had  only  gone  over 
to  Crooked  creek  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  Kiowas,  who  had 
promised  to  unite  with  them  against  the  whites,  and  that  so  soon  as 
they  could  recruit,  they  were  coming  to  the  fort  to  help  themselves  to 
the  goods,  and  take  the  scalp  of  the  agent  and  every  one  with  him." 

The  report  was  repeated  to  me  by  every  Indian  who  came  to  the 
fort.  Various  reports  came  to  my  ears  of  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners 
they  had  taken  during  the  summer,  the  details  of  which  are  too  dis- 
gusting and  horrible  for  repetition  here.  Sufiice  it  to  say,  that  they 
were  the  most  terrible  that  can  be  possible  for  even  Indian  iniquity  in 
inventing  modes  of  cruelty  to  conceive. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  I  despatched  an  express  man  to  the  crossing 
of  the  Arkansas,  to  meet  the  mail,  with  some  oflScial  papers,  who, 
after  being  absent  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  returned  with  a  story 
trumped  up,  as  it  turned  out  afterwards,  that  he  had  arrived  at  the 
proper  point  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  and  remained  there  until  the 
evening  of  the  12th,  without  meeting  the  mail,  which  should  have 
passed  on  the  10th.  He  said  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  spot  he  noticed 
the  fresh  tracks  of  seven  animals,  five  mules  and  two  horses,  which 
indicated  that  they  might  have  been  moving  in  a  very  rapid  manner, 
as  if  they  were  flying  from  danger;  from  the  fact  of  the  animals  being 
shod,  they  must  have  belonged  to  the  mail  party,  which  doubtless  had 
been  attacked  by  Indians,  and  were  able  to  make  their  escape  with 
only  that  small  number  of  animals,  leaving  their  wagons  behind  to 
the  mercy  of  the  Indians.  The  state  of  the  country  and  the  hostili- 
ties of  several  tribes  of  Indians  rendered  his  story  very  plausible. 
On  the  same  day  of  his  return  to  the  fort,  (the  15th  of  August,)  an 
expressman  arrived  bearing  me  a  letter  from  Colonel  Sumner,  stating 
that  he  was  marching  to  my  relief  and  would  be  with  me  by  the  18th*l 
having  learned  from  a  gentleman,  by  Sante  Fe  mail,  that  I  was  at 
Bent's  Fort,  unable  to  get  away.  He  arrived  accordingly  on  the  18th, 
and  on  the  19th  addressed  me  the  accompanying  communication. 
Having  no  alternative  but  to  comply  with  his  directions,  I  proceeded 
to  turn  over  to  his  quartermaster  the  sugar,  rice,  coffee,  hard  bread 
and  flour.  The  powder  and  lead  and  flints  were  thrown  into  the 
Arkansas  river.  To  the  few  Arapahoes  who  were  present  I  distributed 
all  the  goods,  excepting  what  could  be  transported  in  two  wagons? 
which  I  intended  for  distribution  to  the  Arapahoes  I  might  meet  on  the 
road.     Colonel   Sumner  with  his  command,  which   I   aocompanied., 
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took  up  his  line  of  march  for  the  States  on  the  morning  of  the  20th. 
On  the  third  day  after  leaving  the  fort,  the  cattle,  being  very  poor, 
and  only  seven  yoke  in  number,  gave  out  completely.  The  wagons 
having  mired  down  to  the  axle-trees,  there  seemed  to  be  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  abandon  them  on  the  prairie.  Fortunately,  a  village  of 
the  Apaches  was  discovered  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ;  I  sent 
for  the  chiefs  and  delivered  to  them  all  the  goods,  (excepting  the  guns, 
which  had  been  brought  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  where  they  are 
now  in  store,)  giving  them  to  understand  that  these  presents  were 
given  to  them  as  a  reward  for  their  good  behavior,  and,  as  they  were 
the  goods  designed  for  the  Cheyennes,  also,  we  show  them  that  it  was 
the  determination  of  their  Great  Father  to  punish  that  tribe  for  the 
violation  of  the  treaty  with  the  government. 

Colonel  Sumner  informed  me  that  while  at  Bent's  Fort,  that  he  had 
learned  from  passengers  by  the  inward-bound  Santa  Fe  mail,  which 
he  had  met  at  the  ' '  crossing, ' '  that  a  party  of  four  or  five  Kiowa  Indians 
came  up  with  Colonel  Johnson's  command  on  the  Cemmerone,  and  for 
several  days  followed  it  in  an  apparently  very  friendly  manner,  but  on 
the  first  opportunity  shot  the  driver  of  his  private  ambulance  and  cut 
his  mules  loose  from  the  harness,  with  which  they  fled.  The  driver 
had  fallen  behind  the  command.  I  have  been  subsequently  informed 
that  they  were  Comanches  and  not  Kiowas,  but  am  not  inclined  to 
believe  the  Comanches  would  be  guilty  of  such  an  outrage. 

The  Cheyennes,  before  they  went  into  battle  with  the  troops,  under 
the  direction  of  their  '^  Great  Medicine  Man,"  had  selected  a  spot  on 
the  Smoky  Hill,  near  a  small  and  beautiful  lake,  in  which  they  had 
but  to  dip  their  hands,  when  the  victory  over  the  troops  would  be  an 
easy  one,  so  their  medicine  man  told  them,  and  that  they  had  but  to 
hold  up  their  hands  and  the  balls  would  roll  from  the  muzzles  of  the 
soldiers'  guns  harmless  to  their  feet.  Acting  under  this  delusion, 
when  Colonel  Sumner  came  upon  them  with  his  command,  he  found 
them  drawn  up  in  regular  line  of  battle,  well  mounted,  and  moving 
forward  to  the  music  of  their  war  song  with  as  firm  a  tread  as  well 
disciplined  troops,  expecting  no  doubt  to  receive  the  harmless  fire  of 
the  soldiers  and  achieve  an  easy  victory.  But  the  charm  was  broken 
when  the  command  was  given  by  Colonel  Sumner  to  charge  with 
sabres,  for  they  broke  and  fled  in  the  wildest  confusion,  being  com- 
pletely routed.  They  lost,  killed  upon  the  field,  nine  of  their  prin- 
cipal men,  and  many  more  must  have  died  from  the  effects  of  their 
wounds,  as  the  bodies  of  several  were  found  on  the  route  of  their 
flight.  Their  village,  which  was  about  fourteen  miles  distant,  was 
found  to  have  been  deserted  in  a  most  hasty  manner,  everything  having 
been  left  behind,  even  their  winter  supply  of  buffalo  meat,  amounting 
to  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thousand  pounds.  Colonel  Sumner 
ordered  everything  to  be  destroyed  either  by  fire  or  otherwise. 

The  lose  of  their  winter  supplies,  and  the  destruction  of  their 
lodges,  is  a  blow  that  they  will  not  soon  recover  from  ;  still  they  are 
not  yet  subdued,  have  not  yet  been  brought  to  respect  the  govern- 
ment, and  I  trust  the  government  will  not  be  content  with  the  pun- 
ishment inflicted  upon  them  by  Colonel  Sumner,  but  will  continue  to 
follow  them  up  until  they  shall  have  been  brought  to  subjection,  and 
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Vren  tanght  that  they  cannot  commit  their  depredations  with  impu- 
nity. This  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  immense  amount  of 
travel  passing  over  the  various  roads  through  their  country. 

Before  closing,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
immense  number  of  small  Mexican  traders  that  are  continually  roving 
over  the  country,  and  to  whom  many  of  the  difficulties  with  the  In- 
dians may  be  traced.  They  come  into  the  country  ostensibly  to  trade 
provisions  to  the  Indians,  but  in  reality  to  introduce  among  them 
their  miserable  Mexican  whiskey,  using  their  influence,  which  is  in 
many  instances  very  great,  to  keep  up  the  hostile  feeling  against  the 
whites.  There  were  several  of  these  miscreants  about  Bent's  Fort 
during  my  stay  there,  going  in  and  out  whenever  they  chose,  they 
having  been  in  the  employ  of  Bent  for  some  time.  I  had  no  reason 
to  apprehend  any  harm  from  them  ;  but  I  was  informed  by  an  Ara- 
pahoe Indian,  on  the  day  I  left,  that  they  were  in  league  with  the 
Cheyennes,  and  had  determined  to  massacre  every  one  within  the 
fort,  but  the  coming  of  Colonel  Sumner  prevented  the  carrying  out  of 
their  plans. 

I  would,  therefore,  urge  that  some  decisive  measures  he  adopted  to 
rid  the  country  of  these  people.  The  agent  can  do  nothing — he  is 
utterly  powerless,  and  only  the  presence  of  a  strong  military  force 
will  be  able  to  keep  them  back. 

ROBERT  0.  MILLER, 

Indian  Agent. 

John  Haverty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs y  St.  Louis. 


No.  61. 


Headquarters,  Cheyenne  Expedition 

Bent's  Fort,  August  19,  1857. 


Sir  :  The  object  of  the  Cheyenne  expedition  was  to  demand  from 
that  tribe  the  perpetrators  of  their  late  outrages  upon  the  whites  aini 
ample  security  for  their  future  good  conduct.  Failing  in  this  those 
Indians  were  to  be  chastised.  As  they  showed  no  disposition  to  yield 
to  these  demands  upon  them,  but,  on  the  contrary,  met  the  troops  in 
battle  array,  they  have  bpen  whipped,  and  their  principal  town  burnt 
to  the  ground.  Under  these  circumstances  I  know  it  would  not  be 
the  wish  of  the  government  that  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  other 
goods  sent  into  the  country  for  those  Indians  should  be  left  here  a 
prey  for  them  to  seize  (which  they  would  certainly  do)  as  some  in- 
demnity for  the  chastisement  they  have  received. 

I  therefore  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  direct  that  all  the  goods  for  the 
Cheyennes  now  at  this  place  be  disposed  of  as  follows :  As  you  have 
no  means  of  transportation,  you  will  please  turn  over  to  Lieutenant 
Wheton,  acting  assistant  commissary,  all  the  subsistence  stores  to  be 
paid  for  at  cost  and  charges,  or  replaced  at  this  point  whenever  re^ 
quired  by  your  department.   The  ammunition  will  be  destroyed.    The 
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guns,  and  as  many  of  the  goods  as  the  quartermaster  can  transport, 
will  be  taken  out  of  the  country.  The  residue  of  the  goods  you  will 
please  distribute  as  you  may  think  proper  to  the  friendly  Indians,  as 
an  advance  on  their  next  year's  annuities.  This  however  will,  of 
course,  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  your  department. 

As  I  am  not  authorized  to  leave  troops  here  for  your  personal  pro- 
tection, and  as  you  cannot,  of  course,  remain  here  without  it,  you  will 
please  accompany  the  command  when  it  leaves  the  Indian  country. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Colonel  First  Cavalry^  Commanding  Expedition. 
Major  Robert  C.  Millbr, 
Agent  for  the  Cheyennes. 


No.  62. 

Omaha  Agency,  October  17,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  second  annual  report : 

The  Omahas,  since  my  last  report,  have  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of 
health.  There  have  been  but  few  deaths  among  them,  and  those 
mostly  of  young  children.  I  think  I  can  see  a  marked  differenoe  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  Omahas  for  the  better  since  my  last 
report,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  are  on  the  ad- 
vance towards  the  goal  of  civilization. 

The  chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  tribe  are  deserving  of  credit  for  the 
energy  they  have  manifested  in  trying  to  suppress  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits  among  their  people.  Notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  that  have 
been  put  forth  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  *'  fire-water"  among  them,  I 
am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  say  that  some  of  the  tribe  are  in  the  habit 
of  using  it  to  excess,  whenever  they  can  obtain  it  from  men  who  are 
mean  enough  to  let  them  have  it. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  the  tribe  are  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition. The  farmer  has  been  at  his  post  during  the  season,  and  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  greater  industry  has  been  manifested 
by  the  Omahas  during  the  past  year  than  any  former  year  since  my 
acquaintance  with  them.  The  condition  of  the  fields  and  crops  is  the 
best  evidence  of  their  industry,  as  they  have  been  abundantly  blessed 
with  heavy  yields  of  grain  and  vegetables.  The  products  of  their 
farm,  with  the  amount  of  meat  they  have  secured  while  on  their  late 
hunt,  will  place  them  beyond  want  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  blacksmith  department  has  not  been  as  effective  as  I  could  have 
desired,  as  it  has  been  with  great  difficulty  that  I  could  obtain  a  smith 
at  the  present  salary  allowed  by  the  department ;  but  I  am  happy  to 
report  that  that  branch  of  business  is  now  being  put  in  better  shape, 
and  will  hereafter  be  conducted  with  more  efficiency. 

Permit  me  once  more  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
importance  of  complying  with  treaty  stipulations  in  the  speedy  erec- 
tion of  mills  promised  this  tribe,  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  have 
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been  complied  with  before  this  time.  Many  of  the  tribe  manifest  a 
desire  to  erect  houses,  and  to  live  more  like  their  white  brethren,  and 
they  are  in  the  habit  of  making  their  complaints  to  me  against  the 
government  for  not  fulfilling  this  part  of  the  treaty. 

In  relation  to  the  mission  school  connected  with  this  agency,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  superintend- 
ent on  the  subject.     Having  understood,  however,  that  an  examina- 
tion into  the  present  condition  of  that  school  will  be  made  by  an 
authorized  special  agent  of  the  department,  I  will  not  ftirther  allude 
to  it,  as  I  have  no  doubt  a  full  report  will  be  made  of  that  investiga- 
tion.    I  cannot,  however,  too  strongly  recommend  to  the  department 
the  establishment  at  this  agency  of  a  good  manual  labor  school,  dis- 
connected entirely  from  the  mission.     Such  an  institution,  properly 
conducted,  would,  I  am  satisfied,  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  Indians, 
and  tend  greatly  towards  their  rapid  advancement  in  the  arts  of  civ- 
ilized life. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  I  lately  made  a  visit  to  the  Poncas,  who  are  now  living 
on  the  lands  lying  on  the  Running  Water  river,  (or  L'eau  qui  Court.) 
I  found  them  poor  and  in  a  bad  condition,  not  having  raised  much 
corn  the  present  season,  and  their  summer  hunt  not  having  been 
attended  with  very  good  success,  having  secured  but  little  buffalo  meat 
for  their  winter  use.  I,  however,  held  a  council  with  them,  in  which 
they  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  sell  their  lands  to  the  government, 
and  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  other  tribes,  anrl  enjoy  the 
consequent  benefits  of  a  treaty  with  their  Great  Father  at  Washing- 
ton. I  assured  them  that  their  Great  Father  had  sent  me  to  meet 
them  in  council,  and  speak  a  kind  word  to  them,  and  express  to  them 
his  willingness  and  desire  to  place  them  in  happy  and  comfortable 
circumstances,  and,  also,  his  desire  that  they  would  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  habits  of  industry  and  civilization.  They  expressed  a  desire 
to  send  on  their  chiefs  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
treaty  with  the  government  for  the  sale  of  their  lands. 

In  further  accordance  with  my  instructions,  six  of  their  principal 
chiefs  and  braves  were  selected  by  me  to  proceed  to  Washington,  and 
an  early  day  set  for  their  departure,  where,  I  have  no  doubt,  a  treaty 
may  be  consummated  which  will  result  greatly  to  their  benefit,  as 
well  as  to  that  of  the  government. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant 

J.  B.  ROBERTSON,      ' 
„  _  Indian  AgefU. 

JoHK  Haverty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^ 

St.  Louis f  Missouri, 
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No.  63. 


Omaha  Mission,  September  26,  1857. 

Sir:  Accordiog  to  instructions  from  Hon.  Walter  Lowrie,  senior 
secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  dated  Sep- 
tember 8th  last,  I  present  to  jou  my  quarterly  report  of  the  Omaha 
mission  and  manual-labor  school. 

The  children  on  our  list,  as  boarders  and  attending  school,  are  as 
follow : 


Given  namo. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 


David  De  Clare 

Howell  Harris • . . 

William  Tindall 

Joseph  Elk 

Charles  Moran 

Jonathan  Ekl wards  ..•• 

Matthew  Tindall 

George  Washington  .. 

Daniel  Webster 

Thomas  McCaulj 

Edson  Rockwell , 

James  Buchanan. . . .. . 

Robert  Carter 

Siius  Wood 

L'Miis  La  Flesche 

Charles  Pappan 

Henry  Blackbird 

Miller  Robbins 

Upton  Henderson 

Spafford  Woodhull.... 
Stephen  Vansane  ...... 

Zophar  Oakley 

Ardent  Rowland 

Renso  Papuan 

Francis  Vinton  Brush. 
William  Missel 


ToUl  boys. 


Indian  name. 


Nou-wee-mah 

Ta-moos-tah 

Dah-hah-zan-kah  . . . . 
Un-pah-wa-zu-pah-ya  . 


Gay-hum-ffah  . . 

Hid-ge-hah 

Dick-a-nappah  . 
Moo9*tas-ka. .  • . 
Dan-da-ge-kah.. 
Ash-a-ge-kah .  • . 
Wa-hoo-fle-kah . 
Ne-ga-ha-tah . . . 
O-ge-ga-ka-nah . 


Gah-za-hun-kah . 
Ah-du-hog-gah.  • 
0-wah-gan-Iah. . 
Ah-his-na-dah... 


Pa-his-cah 

Dah-da-wat-sah. 


M  at-zhe-zin-zah. 


16 

14 

13 

13 

10 

9 

17 

11 

12 

13 

8 

16 

12 

9 

9 

14 

15 

16 

14 

8 

8 

17 

13 

16 

4 

9 

26 


12 

10 

8 

5 


Girls. 


1.  Charlotte  Oakley . 
2  Mary  Fontenelle . . 

3.  Susan  Fontenelle . 

4.  Mary  Ellen  Smith 

ToUl  girls... 


We  have  also  attached  to  the  mission  three  native  assistants — fe- 
males— from  sixteen  to  twenty  years  of  age,  who,  besides  receiving 
instruction  part  of  the  day  in  reading,  writing,  geography,  and  vocal 
music,  are  taught,  in  addition  to  what  they  have  already  acquired, 
housekeeping  in  all  its  various  branches.  In  this  department  of  labor 
they  are  rendering  good  service  to  the  mission,  as  well  as  qualifying 
themselves  for  their  own  future  domestic  comfort  and  usefulness. 
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It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  we  are  obliged  to  report  so  few 
female  scholars.  There  is  great  backwardness  on  the  part  of  mothers 
to  send  their  girls.  The  reason  they  give  is,  that  they  cannot  do 
without  their  services  at  home.  We  are,  however,  using  our  best  en- 
deavors to  have  them  brought  in,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  same  privi- 
leges as  their  sons.  The  Indian  agent  has  counselled  the  chiefs  to 
interest  themselves  in  the  matter,  and  has  promised  to  urge  the  sub- 
ject again  at  no  distant  day. 

The  missionary  force  now  on  the  ground  is  fully  competent  for  the 
work  assigned  to  them,  and  are  using  their  best  endeavors  to  fill  up 
the  school.  From  the  several  councils  had  with  the  chiefs,  they  all, 
without  exception,  are  pleased  with  the  mission  school,  and  readily 
fall  into  our  views  and  wishes,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable  with  them. 

In  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  government,  we  shall,  as  Ire- 
marked  in  a  previous  report,  '*  still  need  the  assistance  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  agent  of  the  government,  which  we  presume  will  be 
aflTorded  by  the  gentleman  now  holding  that  important  appoint- 
ment." 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  8TURGIS,  M.  I)., 

SuperintenderU. 

General  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 


No.  64. 

Ottob  and  Missouria  and  Pawnee  Agency, 

September  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  relation  to  the  aflTairs  of  this  agency  I  have  to  state  that,  on  as- 
suming its  duties  I  was  aware  of  the  neglect  under  which  it  had  long 
suffered,  but  was  not  prepared  to  afford  any  immediate  remedy.  I 
found  that  three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  treaty  was  made  with 
the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  and  that  they  had  received  but  one  short 
visit  from  an  agent  during  that  time.  I  also  found  the  Indians  com- 
plaining of  the  government  of  the  non-fulfilment  of  their  treaty  stipu- 
lations, and,  in  fact,  careless  of  their  own  accountability  under  its 
beneficial  stipulations.  Owing  to  this  state  of  affairs  I  have  studied 
diligently,  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  remedies  that  should 
be  applied. 

As  introductory,  however,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  state  that, 
when  entering  upon  my  duties  as  agent  last  March,  nearly  two  months 
were  consumed  in  adjusting  the  difficulties  between  the  settlers  and 
the  Pawnees  ;  from  this  cause  I  was  delayed  in  meeting  the  Ottoes  in 
council  until  I  made  the  semi-annual  payment  in  June. 

The  present  condition  of  this  confederated  tribe  is  as  favorable  as 
could  be  expected  under  all  the  circumstances.     They  have  been  very 
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successful  on  their  late  hunt  and  will  make  an  average  crop  of  corn, 
which  with  their  buffalo  meat  will  be  sufficient  for  their  subsistence 
during  the  winter.  The  nature  of  the  complaints  of  this  tribe  has 
been  in  relation  to  mills,  blacksmith  and  shop,  which  were  promised 
them;  but,  as  I  suppose,  from  the  absence  until  last  spring  of  an  agent 
amongst  them,  these  treaty  stipulations  have  not  been  earnestly  pre- 
sented to  the  department.  I  would  therefore  refer  you  to  my  several 
communications  of  the  20th  July  last,  as  well  as  subsequent  commu- 
nications relative  to  these  matters,  and  earnestly  request  that  the  ne- 
cessary means  may  be  placed  in  my  hands  in  time  to  have  the  mills 
and  blacksmith  shop  in  operation  early  in  the  spring  ensuing. 

FARBIING. 

In  regard  to  their  farming  operations,  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend an  entire  change  of  the  system  which  was  introduced  by  their 
late  agent,  and  which  I  was  compelled  to  adopt,  as  I  arrived  too  late 
amongst  them  to  carry  out  (after  submitting  and  receiving  the  ap- 
proval of  the  department)  any  different  system  the  present  seavson. 
As  it  is,  the  farmer  instructs  them  the  best  he  can,  but  as  they  are 
not  furnished  with  teams  he  cannot  make  them  work  as  they  should 
in  my  opinion  be  made  to;  consequently  the  labor  in  putting  in  their 
crops  has  heretofore  been  hired,  instead  of  the  Indians,  with  the  in- 
struction of  the  farmer,  being  made  to  do  it  themselves.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  appropriation  *'  to  enable  them  to  set- 
tle their  affairs  and  to  break  and  fence  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,''  &c.,  (and  as  much  more  as  will  be  required,  to  be  deducted 
from  their  annuities,)  be  used  in  purchasing  at  least  twelve  yoke  of 
oxen,  one  pair  of  mules,  two  wagons,  and  the  necessary  agricultural 
implements,  such  as  ploughs,  hoes,  axes  and  scythes,  &c.  By  these 
means,  with  one  or  two  laborers,  with  the  farmer  to  go  intt)  the  field 
to  teach  them,  there  will  be  an  earnestness  displayed  to  advance  them 
in  civilization  that  is  tangible,  nor  will  it,  in  my  opinion,  require  much 
persuasion  for  them  to  assume  the  dignity  attached  to  labor. 

In  another  communication  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  necessary 
estimates  of  the  amount  which  will  be  required  to  initiate  the  farming 
system  above  referred  to,  and  earnestly  request  as  early  consider- 
ation as  practicable;  and  in  case  it  should  be  approved,  that  the  neces- 
sary funds  required  may  be  placed  in  my  hands  in  time  to  be  used  in 
the  coming  spring  operations.  I  would  further  remark  in  this  con- 
nexion, that  the  farm^er,  Mr.  Lorton,  has  reason  for  complaint  that 
he  has  no  house  to  reside  in  upon  the  reserve,  as  he  cannot  be  as  effi- 
cient in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  he  might  if  he  had  a  place  of 
residence  amongst  them. 

MISSIONS. 

The  Ottoe  mission  school  under  the  direction  of  the  mission  board. 
New  York  city,  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  scholars  early  in  June, 
the  same  being  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the  Rev.  D.  A.  Murdock. 
Owing  to  its  recent  commencement  and  the  condition  of  the  children, 
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the  success  of  this  school  has  not  been  as  advantageous  as  was  desired, 
from  no  fault  of  those  in  charge,  but  altogether  the  fault  of  the  Indians 
themselves.  I  am  cognizant  of  the  indelatigable  energies  of  the  super- 
intendent, Mr.  Murdock,  and  the  many  privations  he  has  undergone 
in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  were  worthy  of 
greater  success.  I  have  met  the  Indians  in  council  with  him  relative 
to  the  necessity  of  sending  their  children  to  school,  and  they  have 
promised  faithfully  to  do  so  ;  should  they  not  fulfil  their  promise,  I 
would  recommend  that  the  department  authorize  such  means  to  be 
employed  as  will  compel  them  to  keep  their  children  at  school  at 
least  nine  months  in  the  year.  For  the  details  in  relation  to  the  ferm 
and  schools  for  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias  I  refer  you  to  the  reports 
of  Mr.  Lorton  and  Rev.  Mr.  Murdock,  herewith  transmitted. 

PAWNEES. 

The  Pawnees  have  just  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  honorable 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
which,  il  ratified  by  the  Senate,  will  place  these  Indians  in  a  position 
that  will  no  longer  be  complained  of  by  settlers  and  emigrants  as  a 
roving  banditti,  depredating  on  every  one  that  may  pass  through 
their  country.  I  refrain  from  speaking  of  the  stipulations  of  the  late 
treaty  with  these  Indians,  as  it  is  yet  to  be  ratified  by  the  United 
States  Senate,  further  than  its  principal  features,  should  they  be  ap- 
proved, will  inaugurate  a  new  era  in  the  management  of  Indians  upon 
reservations,  which  1  doubt  not  will  prove  as  successful  as  their  con- 
ception was  bold  and  original.  As  the  condition  of  these  Indians  has 
not  materially  changed  since  my  report  of  6th  of  May  last,  with  the 
exception  that  they  have  a  good  prospect  for  a  large  crop  of  corn 
(some  six  hundred  acres)  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  that  report  for 
the  detailed  information  as  respects  this  tribe. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  remark,  that  in  my  opinion  the  great  lesson 
to  be  taught  the  Indians  is  to  labor.  That  is  the  education  to  give 
an  Indian,  and  when  you  have  gained  this  humble  portion  of  his 
education  you  have  changed  him  into  a  civilized  man.  It  will  then 
be  sufficient  time  to  take  up  the  culture  of  his  mind.  But  the  great 
and  only  foundation  on  which  the  future  success  of  this  seemingly 
doomed  race  can  exist  is  to  teach  them  habits  of  industry  ;  in  fact, 
compel  them  to  labor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  W.  DENNISON, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 

John  Haverty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  St.  LouiSy  Mo. 


No.  65. 

Ottok  Mission,  August  25,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  my  report  for  the 
3d  quarter  of  this  year.     I  took  charge  of  this  mission  the  9th  of 
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May,  and  from  that  time  till  now  have  been  doing  everything  in  my 
power  to  get  the  school  in' successful  operation. 

My  experience  has  been  very  limited,  and  my  knowledge  of  Indian 
character  quite  circumscribed,  and  the  remark  I  am  about  to  make 
may  not  apply  to  all  the  tribes;  but  certainly  tlie  Ottoes  are  an  im- 
provident, lazy  and  indolent  tribe,  and  in  the  discarge  ot  my  duty 
many  circumstances  have  occurred  to  prevent  my  designs. 

One  reason  they  assigned  for  not  sending  their  children  into  school 
was,  there  existed  difficulties  between  them  and  the  Kaws,  which  was 
likely  to  result  in  a  war^  and  until  that  trouble  was  settled  they 
would  not  send  their  children  to  the  mission.  A  treaty  was  effected, 
and  f  oon  after  I  got  sixteen  children  to  school — fourteen  boys  and 
two  girls — and  I  never  saw  a  school  do  better,  all  things  considered. 
1  brought  them  here  the  2d  of  July  and  they  left  the  12th,  and  yet 
they  had  learned  their  alphabet  and  could  spell  some  in  one  syllable. 
They  behaved  well,  studied  hard,  improved  rapidly,  and  willingly  did 
all  kinds  of  work  that  we  wished  them  to  do. 

The  circumstances  under  which  they  left  were  these :  Some  twelve 
or  fifteen  of  the  tribe  came  to  the  mission  on  Sabbath,  12th  of  July, 
and  asked  me  to  provide  dinner  for  them.  I  told  them  I  was  not 
authorized  to  do  that;  that  I  was  here  to  take  care  of  their  children, 
but  not  them.  They  wanted  me  to  let  the  children  do  without  din- 
ner that  day  and  let  them  eat,  which  I  promptly  refused  to  do. 

They  became  offended,  advised  their  children  to  leave,  and,  after 
pocketing  what  they  could,  left  themselves;  and  while  the  Bible  class 
was  reciting  the  boys  all  left.  They  took  one  full  suit  each,  and  some 
of  them  two.  The  next  morning  I  went  in  search  of  them,  but  the 
whole  tribe  had  gone  on  their  hunt,  taking  their  children  with  them. 
The  two  girls  remained  during  the  absence  of  the  Indians,  who  re- 
turned the  9th  of  August,  bringing  their  children  with  them.  I 
visited  them  on  their  return,  in  council  with  Mr.  Dennison,  their 
agent,  and  they  promised  faithfully  to  fill  up  the  school  immediately. 
Accordingly,  on  the  20th  instant,  they  came  with  eight,  seven  boys  and 
one  girl.  They  objected  to  bringing  any  more  now  for  this  reason: 
while  on  their  hunt  a  party  of  thirty  or  forty  Kaws  came  to  their  village 
and  destroyed  most  of  their  property.  They  cut  up  their  tent  cloths, 
poured  out  their  flour  sacks  upon  the  ground,  destroyed  their  buffalo 
skins,  taking  everything  valuable  they  could  get.  This  is  regarded  as 
an  open  violation  of  their  treaty,  and  until  they  are  satisfied  for  their 
property  they  will  not  send  any  more  children.  A  delegation  of  all 
the  principal  men  of  the  tribe,  their  braves,  and  all  the  young  men  of 
the  Ottoes,  and  some  of  the  lowas  started  to  settle  this  difficulty  to-day. 

It  perhaps  might  not  be  amiss  for  me  incidentally  to  remark,  that 
the  Kaws  are  a  wild,  roving,  degraded  tribe,  living  principally  by 
stealing,  which  they  do  with  the  greatest  impunity.  On  their  visit 
to  the  Ottoe  village  just  referred  to,  they  came  to  the  mission  and  at- 
tempted to  frighten  us  by  pretending  to  be  drunk,  demanded  their 
dinner,  ran  over  the  house,  took  several  things,  and  a  few  evenings 
after  waylaid  my  team,  where  it  had  stopped  for  the  night,  and  stole 
one  of  our  best  horses.  And  it  might  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to 
add,  that  the  white  settlements,  as  well  as  all  the  neighboring  tribes^ 
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are  becoming  so  much  exasperated  that  before  long  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation will  b«  declared,  and  the  consequences  will  be  most  serious. 

If  it  would  not  be  out  of  place,  I  would  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
department.  The  Ottoes  are  exceedingly  perplexed  with  the  Kaws, 
Cheyennes,  and  lowas,  and  while  living  in  this  constant  dread  and  fear 
they  will  not  send  their  children  willingly  to  the  mission.  If  they 
could  have  such  protection  extended  to  them  as  would  set  their  fears  at 
rest  and  restore  their  confidence,  it  would  contribute  very  much  to- 
wards filling  up  the  school  and  placing  the  mission  on  a  firm  basis. 

I  make  this  suggestion  in  good  faith,  and  I  do  most  sincerely  hope  that 
government  will  pursue  such  a  plan  and  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
best  promote  the  interests  of  this  mission,  and  also  of  this  tribe. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  kind  service  you  rendered  me,  when 
on  your  last  visit  to  this  tribe,  in  getting  them  to  send  their  children 
to  school. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  success  in  your  new 
and  arduous  labor,  permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  yours,  with  sincere 
regard, 

D.  A.  MURDOCK. 

Wm.  W.  Dennison,  Esq., 

Agent /or  Ottoes  and  Missouriaa. 


No.  66. 

Ottoe  and  Missouria  Farm, 

September  30,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  operations  of  this  farm  for 
the  present  year  have  resulted  as  favorably  as  could  be  expected. 
Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  the  season  has  been  one  of  fair 
promise,  but  the  grasshopper  made  its  appearance  early  in  August 
and  destroyed  much  corn,  &c.  From  the  best  estimate  I  can  make  of 
the  present  year's  productions  of  this  farm,  there  will  be  gathered 
from  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  fenced,  broken  and  planted  for 
the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  three  thousand  bushels  of  corn;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  this  I  estimate  upwards  of  one  thousand  bushels  in  the 
different  ^* patches  "  planted  by  themselves.  On  the  creek  bottoms 
they  have  also  raised,  and  are  now  engaged  in  drying  and  packing  for 
winter  use,  a  considerable  quantity  of  pumpkins  and  squashes.  Their 
crop  of  beans  will  be  small,  owing  to  the  destruction  by  the  grass- 
hoppers. They  will  have  secured  and  well  stacked  about  thirty-five 
tons  of  hay,  in  the  addition  to  the  fodder  from  the  cornfield. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  recommend  that  a  new  field  be  broken  for 
their  farm  the  next  year,  and  that  the  location  be  made  on  the  creek 
bottom.  The  present  location  of  the  farm  made  by  the  late  agent 
being  prairie  land  is  much  more  liable  to  be  affected  by  drought,  so 
common  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  whatever  has  been,  or  may  be 
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raised  this  year  on  their  farm,  will  be  consumed  by  the  ^'Ottoes  and 
Missourias." 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LORTON. 
Wm.  W.  Dennison,  Esq., 

United  States  Agent  for  *'  Ottoes  and  MissouriaSy"  dtc. 


No.  67. 

Nbmeha  Agency,  Kansas  Territory, 

September  23,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  bureau  I 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  showing  to  some  extent  the 
condition  of  the  Indians  within  this  agency. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  there  has  been  comparatively  but  little 
sickness  among  the  tribes  within  this  agency,  except  for  a  short  period, 
when  the  measles  prevailed.  At  this  time  the  health  of  the  Indians 
is  as  good,  if  not  better,  than  it  generally  is  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

The  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Missouri  number  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  may  be  classed  as  follows,  viz :  one  hundred  and  ten  men, 
seventy- two  boys,  one  hundred  and  twelve  women  and  fifty-six  girls. 
The  male  portion  of  this  tribe,  with  few  exceptions,  are  averse  to 
labor  themselves,  and  seem  to  take  but  little  interest  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  agricultural  and  other  domestic  labors  are  performed  by 
the  females.  As  head  of  the  family,  the  male,  however,  assumes  the 
right  to  appropriate  the  products  of  the  industry  of  these  females  as 
his  appetite  or  caprice  may  dictate.  The  Sacs  and  Foxes  retain  many 
of  their  old  customs  and  superstitions,  and  it  is  with  profound  regret 
that  I  am  unable  to  say  that  their  contact  with  the  white  man  has 
not  deteriorated  them  both  morally  and  physically. 

Unfortunately  for  the  **  red  man,"  that  class  of  the  whites  whose  vices 
have  driven  them  from  communities  where  laws  are  enforced  against 
the  evil  doers,  seek  on  the  verge  of  civilization  or  among  the  tribes 
an  exemption  from  the  operation  of  those  wholesome  rules  which  held 
in  check  many  of  their  vices,  and  here  become  his  selected  companion 
and  teacher  in  abominations.  Among  the  settlers  are  many  tem- 
perate and  industrious  farmers  and  mechanics,  and  the  number  of  such 
is  increasing  and  borderingthe  reservations  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  are 
producing  almost  every  variety  of  crops  which  the  climate  aflfords,  yet 
lew  Indians  seem  to  profit  from  their  example ;  but  there  are  hopes  that 
the  salutary  influence  of  these  will  be  felt  ere  long,  if  not  immediately, 
on  the  Indians,  at  least  in  controlling  the  vicious  whites  alluded  to. 

On  particular  occasions  these  strange  beings  assume  with  proud 
bearing  the  character  of  grave  and  dignified  greatness,  which  is  well 
calculated  to  convey  to  the  beholders  for  the  first  time  the  impression 
that  they  were  in  the  presence  of  a  superior  race  of  men.  But  a  more 
intimate  acquaintance  would  at  least  convince  them  that  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  had  fallen  far  below  the  standard  of  equality  when  compared 
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with  any  civilized  community,  either  *^  white"  or  **  red,"  on  this  part 
of  the  American  continent. 

My  first  acquaintance  with  this  tribe  is  not  of  recent  date  ;  an  in- 
terval of  thirty-five  years  has  enabled  me  to  note  whatever  changes 
have  occurred.  The  result  of  this  observation  is,  that  before  they 
became  contaminated  by  their  intercourse  with  mendacious  white  men 
they  were  comparatively  honest  and  truthful,  and  the  extremes  of 
deportment  I  have  alluded  to  above  did  not  then  obtain  as  now. 

The  causes  which  have  mostly  interfered  to  prevent  their  civiliza- 
tion, and  which  have  also  hastened  to  reduce  them  in  numbers,  are 
their  nomadic  life,  frequent  want  of  adequate  subsistence,  gluttonness, 
when  that  is  had  in  abundance,  their  wars,  and  the  excessive  use  of 
intoxicating  drink  when  by  any  means  they  can  procure  it. 

The  remedy  which  appears  best  adapted  to  cure  the  evils  mentioned 
is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  colonize  them  in  a  more  southern  climate*, 
allot  to  each  family  for  its  sole  use  a  homestead  and  farm  which  they 
may  not  dispose  of;  establish  common  schools,  or  rather  manual  labor 
schools,  where  all  the  children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  sixteen, 
whose  physical  and  mental  abilities  are  ordinarily  good^  shall  be  made 
to  attend  and  to  remain ;  provide  and  furnish  farming  utensils^  tools 
and  stock  to  them  instead  of  cash  payments ;  and  punish  by  im- 
prisonment any  person  who  brings  or  deals  in  intoxicating  liquors 
within  the  limits  of  their  location,  or  any  who  may  be  found  intox- 
icated therein. 

The  corn  crop  of  these  Icdians  this  season  has  yielded  well ;  the 
new  fifty  acre  field  is  estimated  to  yield  over  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred bushels.  Large  quantities  of  sweet  corn  have  been  prepared  for 
future  use. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  department,  all  the  arti- 
cles belonging  to  the  old  farm  of  ihe  Sacs  and  Foxes,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  turned  over  to  the  Indians,  were  sold  at  public  sale  on 
the  22d  August,  and  the  services  of  the  farmer  and  miller  were  dis- 
pensed with  on  the  31st. 

Almost  all  of  the  chiefs  and  some  of  the  leading  men  are  yet  absent 
on  a  visit  to  the  Cherokees,  with  a  view  of  looking  for  a  home  in  a 
climate  less  rigorous  on  themselves  and  stock  than  that  where  they 
now  have  their  homes.  On  their  return,  which  will  be  in  a  few  days, 
I  will  in  all  probability  be  able  to  communicate  more  satisfactorilj^  on 
this  subject. 

The  lowas  number  about  four  hundred  and  thirty,  from  the  data  I 
have  at  this  time.  There  are  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  women,  ninety-five  boys  and  eighty-five  girls.  A 
niore  perfect  census  will  be  taken  this  fall,  when  the  whole  tribe  will 
be  congregated,  and  which  may  vary  somewhat  from  that  presented 
here,  but  not  very  materially. 

This  tribe  has  also  been  much  interrupted  by  the  stirring  events 
growing  out  of  the  settling  up  of  this  country,  the  sale  of  ^*  trust 
lands/'  and  the  facility  with  which  they  can  procure  whiskey ;  conse- 
quently they  have  not  progressed  with  their  agricultural  improve- 
ments to  the  extent  anticipated  from  the  promises  made.  However, 
they  will,  from  the  bountiful  yield  of  their  fields,  have  much  more 
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corn  than  usual  and  a  proportionate  quantity  of  potatoes,  beans  and 
pumpkins. 

Some  new  fields  have  been  made  and  others  enlarged  and  fenced, 
and  evince  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  to  provide  for  the  future. 
It  would  be  more  satisfactory  were  there  fewer  exceptions  to  the  gene- 
rality of  industrious  members  of  the  tribe. 

There  are  a  few  individuals  among  the  lowas  as  yrell  as  of  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  who  are  striving  to  form  and  lead  parties,  based  upon  their 
opposition  to  the  efforts  of  the  government  to  improve  the  condition,  in- 
dividually and  collectively  of  the  members  of  these  tribes;  and  they  can 
find  unscrupulous  persons  among  the  whites  who  will  aid  and  abet  them 
in  this  and  any  other  mischievous  conduct.  These  men,  by  their  bold- 
ness in  making  round  assertions,  charging  the  government  of  the 
United  States  with  violating  treaty  stipulations,  and  its  agents  with 
neglecting  to  fulfil  others,  have  made  themselves  notorious  at  least 
for  obduracy  if  not  for  their  mendacity. 

It  is  such  characters  who  refuse  to  have  their  cliildren  educated  and 
civilized,  and  who,  by  their  machinations,  prevent  those  of  their  re- 
spective tribes  who  were  disposed  to  listen  to  the  advice  contained  in 
the  instructions  of  the  Indian  department  in  regard  to  this  highly 
important  matter.  Instead  of  sending  their  children  to  school,  or 
teaching  them  at  home  to  labor,  inducements  are  held  out  for  the 
children  to  leave  the  school  and  pass  their  time  in  savage  indolence. 

The  Iowamission,establishedDy  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  is  an  institution  of  long  standing,  and  has  been  under  the 
immediate  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Irvin  for  many  years. 
It  is  well  worthy  the  patronage  of  the  government.  The  buildings  are 
spacious:  the  main  edifice  is  106  feet  long  and  37  feet  broad ;  the  lower 
story  or  basement  is  faced  with  cut  stone,  and  the  other  two  stories 
are  of  brick;  there  is  ample  room  to  board  about  eighty  pupils,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  families  of  the  superintendent  and  employes. 

The  number  of  scholars  living  at  the  mission,  until  recently,  was 
forty-one — twenty-two  males  and  nineteen  females,  seven  of  these  liave 
been  sent  to  assist  in  putting  into  operation  the  missionary  schools 
among  the  Ottoesand  Omahas,  leaving  at  this  time  but  thirty-four  at 
this  establishment. 

At  a  recent  examination  of  the  school  there  was  considerable  im- 
provement in  nearly  all  the  scholars  since  my  last  visit;  the  most 
marked  improvement  among  the  boys  was  in  arithmetic,  but  the  girls 
excel  in  reading.  For  further  details  I  shall  have  to  refer  to  the 
school  report  of  the  superintendent. 

The  Rev.  G.  8.  Rice,  upon  whom  the  teaching  department  devolved, 
is  well  qualified  for  the  task,  and  James  Williams,  esq.,,  who  con- 
ducts the  agricultural  business  of  the  establishment,  deserves  special 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  produced  so  large  and  fine  a 
crop  with  no  other  assistance  than  the  Indian  boys. 

From  the  limited  number  of  children  of  the  lowas  and  Sacs  and 
Foxes  brought  together  here  for  education,  much  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, yet  it  is  not  without  its  influence. 

Deep  and  lasting  impressions  are  made  upon  their  minds  of  a  moral 
and  religious  character,  and  the  habits  of  industry  inculcated,  and 
although  circumstances  may  obscure  these  all  important  benefits  for  a 
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time,  it  is  destined  to  bring  forth  acceptable  fruit,  for  it  is  only  the 
educated  Indian  who  cheerfully  gives  up  his  children  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Christian  laborer  in  the  missionary  field,  and  who  assists 
the  government  in  its  great  aim,  the  civilization  of  the  *'red  men." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  VANDER8LICE,  Indian  Agent. 
John  Havbrty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No-  68. 

Iowa  and  Sac  Mission, 

September  26,  1857. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  1st  instant,  requesting  a  report  from  our 
school,  should  have  been  answered  long  ago,  but  for  sore  eyes  and 
absence  from  home. 

Our  school  numbers  in  all  forty-one  scholars — twenty-two  boys  and 
nineteen  girls  ;  of  these,  however,  four  have  recently  gone  to  the 
Omaha  mission  and  three  to  the  Ottoe  mission  to  assist  at  these  points 
in  commencing  new  schools.  The  remaining  thirty-four  are  doing 
well  at  work  and  in  school. 

Their  ages  are  from  six  to  eighteen  years,  and  they  have  been  at 
school  from  two  to  about  seven  years.  The  school  has  been  taught 
by  Bev.  G.  S.  Bice,  and  his  report  of  the  attendance  and  studies  is 
as  follows: 

^* There  are  five  in  the  first  reader,  six  in  the  second,  eight  in  the 
third,  seven  in  the  fourth,  and  seven  in  the  fifth  reader. 

^* There  are  four  in  third  part  of  Bay's  arithmetic,  seven  finishing 
second  part  of  arithmetic,  and  eight  in  the  elementary.  There  are 
eight  in  geography  and  three  in  grammar. 

**The  attendance  of  the  scholars,  except  when  detained  by  sickness, 
has  been  good  and  quite  regular." 

The  work  on  the  farm  has  been  managed  mainly  by  William 
Williams,  and  he  reports  as  follows:  * 'About  eighty  acres  of  corn, 
five  acres  of  potatoes,  five  of  garden,  ten  of  oats,  ten  of  wheat  sowed, 
and  thirty  tons  of  hay  cut  and  put  up.  About  sixty  head  of  cattle  on 
farm,  one  hundred  head  of  hogs,  two  mules,  and  two  horses."  Nearly 
all  the  work  has  been  done  oy  the  boys.  The  girls  do  well  in  the 
house ;  almost  all  the  domestic  work  for  our  large  family  is  done  by 
them.  In  the  spring  the  measles  broke  out  in  the  school,  which  for 
a  few  weeks  crippled  it  very  much  ;  but  now  all  are  in  good  health. 
I  should,  perhaps,  have  mentioned  that,  of  the  children  four  are  from 
the  Snake  tribe,  four  from  the  Pawnees,  seven  from  the  Blackfeet^  six 
from  the  Sioux,  one  from  the  Cheyennes,  and  the  balance  from  the 
lowas  and  Sacs. 

I  would  write  more,  but,  from  severely  sore  eyes,  must  desist. 

Hoping  this  may  answer,  and  that  you  may  enjoy  every  blessing,  I 
remain  yours,  &c." 

S.  M.  IBVIN, 
Superintendent  Iowa  and  Sac  Mission. 

Major  D.  Yandbrsucb. 
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No.  69. 


KicKAPoo  Agency,  Kansas  Territory, 
September  3,  1857. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  Department, 
I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  this  my  annual  report,  showing  the  con- 
dition of  the  affairs  of  this  agency. 

The  Kickapoos  have,  within  the  past  year,  been  enlarging  their 
fields  and  extending  their  operations  in  farming,  which  is  truly  com- 
mendable. The  major  part  of  the  nation  have  this  season  turned  their 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
show  a  willingness  and  zeal  that  far  surpassed  my  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations. Some  have  farmed  apparently  with  as  much  judgment  as 
some  of  our  best  farmers  in  the  States ;  and  when  you  converse  with 
them  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  preparing  the  ground  for  the  seed, 
they  advance  many  valuable  ideas ;  although  simple  and  uncultivated 
as  they  are,  yet  there  is  a  meaning,  when  put  into  practice,  that 
compares  favorably  with  the  more  enlightened,  and  those  that  have 
enjoyed  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  more  enlightened  and  civilized 
communities ;  and  goes  to  prove  that  the  Indian  mind  is  susceptible, 
with  the  same  nurture  and  cultivation,  of  occupying  a  more  enlarged 
and  higher  sphere  in  the  walks  of  usefulness  and  accountability  in 
society;  and,  as  they  advance  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  they  should 
be  placed  in  a  situation  that  they  may  know  and  feel  that  they  are 
accountable  creatures,  and  such  protection  thrown  around  them  as 
will  enable  them  to  enjoy  those  privileges  without  the  fear  of  en- 
croachment or  of  being  molested  in  their  domestic  concerns  by  the 
class  of  citizens  by  which  they  are  surrounded.  There  seems  to  be  a 
strong  determination,  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  citizens  living  on  the 
border  of  the  Indian  reserve,  to  make  encroachments,  and  lay  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  to  prevent  the  agent  from  doing  his  duty  and  carry- 
ing out  his  instructions  from  the  department,  and  sustaining  the 
present  intercourse  law.  The  present  laws  are  so  defective  and  hard 
to  be  understood  in  regard  to  depredations  being  committed  upon  the 
Indian  lands,  that  it  has  become  almost  a  dead  letter  upon  the  statutes 
and  code  of  regulations  by  which  the  agents  are  governed,  that  the 
offender  escapes  the  punishment  he  most  justly  merits.  The  locations 
of  the  Indian  tribes  are  such  now  in  the  Territory  (surrounded  as  they 
are  by  the  white  citizens  from  almost  every  clime)  that  the  subject  de- 
mands immediate  attention,  and  some  stringent  laws  enacted  to  pro- 
tect the  Indian  in  his  lawful  pursuits  and  property  from  the  unwary 
hands  of  the  whites. 

The  spring  opened  here  very  late,  consequently  the  season  was  far 
advanced  before  they  were  able  to  put  in  their  spring  crops,  and,  their 
stock  being  so  poor,  occasioned  by  the  long  and  tedious  winter,  re- 
tarded their  progress  very  much  in  the  fore  part  of  the  season  in 
their  farming  operations,  but,  since  the  season  opened,  so  far  it  has 
been  a  favorable  one,  and  their  crops  look  extremely  well,  and  will 
give  them  plenty  to  subsist  upon  the  coming  winter  and  some  to  spare. 

In  trammelling  over  the  reserve  the  past  week,  I  found  the  female 
29 
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portion  of  the  nation  engaged  in  diying  com,  and  ihe  male  in  patting 
up  hay,  and  making  preparations  for  winter,  in  the  way  of  building 
hooBes  and  providing  for  their  stock.  They  are  patting  up  large 
quantities  of  hay,  which,  with  their  corn  fodder,  will  enable  them  to 
winter  their  stock  in  a  better  condition  than  they  ever  have  done.  I 
would  here  state  that  the  stock  and  farming  implements  that  have 
been  purchased  for  the  Kickapoo  Indians  have  been  distributed,  and 
are  held  by  individuals  of  the  nation  who  have  made  locations  sepa- 
rate and  apart  from  the  balance,  and  have  commenced  cultivating  the 
soil  and  farming  upon  their  own  responsibility.  I  have  advised  and 
recommended,  in  all  my  councils,  the  advantages  they  would  receive 
by  making  separate  locations,  and  making  permanent  improvements. 
By  so  doing  tney  would  be  enabled  to  collect  around  them  many  con- 
veniences, which  will  add  much  to  their  domestic  happiness.  I  find 
it  has  a  great  tendency  to  create  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  each  tries 
to  excel  the  other  in  producing  and  making  improvements,  raising 
stock,  &c.  I  think  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  of  greater  import- 
ance and  benefit  to  the  Indian  than  to  place  something  in  his  hands 
that  is  valuable,  and  that  can  ensue  to  his  benefit,  and  daily  let  him 
realize  something  that  increases  in  value,  and  shows  him  his  account^ 
ability. 

There  has  been  a  disposition  manifested,  on  the  part  of  the  chiefe 
and  headmen  of  the  Kickapoo  nation,  to  suppress  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating drinks  among  their  people  the  past  year  that]  is  truly  com- 
mendable. 

The  health  of  the  Kickapoos  had  been  remarkably  good  until  the 
7th  of  July,  when  the  small-pox  broke  out  among  them,  which  caused 
great  alarm,  and  many  fled  and  left  their  fields  and  wigwams.  I  took 
all  precautionary  measures,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  disease 
from  spreading,  and  to  confine  it  to  the  locations  where  it  first  made 
its  appearance,  by  requiring  those  that  had  been  exposed  to  remain 
where  they  were,  and  quit  their  roving  for  a  season,  or  until  the 
dreadful  disease  had  abated;  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  of  the  nation  rendered  me  all  the  assistance  that  lay  in 
their  power  to  accomplish  the  object. 

After  meeting  them  in  council  for  the  object  expressed  above,  I 
repaired  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  employed  Dr.  Knight,  the 
health  officer  of  the  city,  who  had  been  vaccinating  the  citizens  of 
St.  Joseph,  and  who  had  the  vaccine  matter  of  the  purest  kind,  to 
repair  at  once  to  the  Kickapoo  reserve,  and,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Campbell,  commenced  the  labor  of  vaccinating,  and  continued  from 
day  to  day,  until  all  the  Kickapoos  and  a  band  of  Pottawatomies, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  were  vaccinated.  Some  few  refused  to  be 
vaccinated,  and  would  depend  upon  the  Great  Spirit  to  protect  them 
from  the  dreadful  disease,  who  have  since  taken  the  disease  and  died. 
Twenty-four  deaths  in  all  have  occurred  from  the  disease. 

The  health  of  the  nation  is  now  very  good,  the  small-pox  having 
very  nearly  or  quite  disappeared ;  and  those  that  had  left  on  account 
of  the  sickness  nave  pretty  much  all  returned,  and  are  now  attending 
to  their  domestic  concerns.  The  Pottawatomies  living  upon  the 
Kickapoo  reserve  number  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  souls,  and  de- 
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pend  solely  upon  their  own  resources  for  living,  having  received  no 
annuity  for  several  years,  owing  to  some  misapprehension,  occasioned 
by  an  article  of  agreement  or  national  compact  made  by  and  between 
D.  D.  Mitchell,  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Keotuc  band  of  Pottawatomies  and  a  portion  of  the  chiefs 
and  headmen  of  the  Kickapoo  nation,  copies  of  which  I  forwarded  to 
your  ofl&ce  immediately  after  closing  the  council  in  February  last. 

This  band  has  been  making  considerable  improvement  the  past 
year  in  the  way  of  making  fields  and  building  houses,  and  their  crops 
look  well ;  which,  if  they  were  at  home  upon  their  own  land,  together 
with  their  annuity,  would  enable  them  to  subsist  comfortably  during 
the  winter.  But  they  have  committed  depredations  the  past  year, 
which  they  would  not  have  done  had  they  been  able  to  provide  them- 
selves with  the  proper  necessaries  to  subsist  upon.  They  have  also 
made  many  encroachments  upon  the  Kickapoo  timber,  which  should 
not  be  permitted ;  and  when  appealed  to  to  desist  from  further  depre- 
dations, their  answer  invariably  is,  **Fatl\er,  we  have  no  other  way 
to  procure  anything  to  satisfy  hunger."  I  would  recommend  that 
some  immediate  steps  be  taken  in  their  behalf,  and  have  them  removed 
at  once  to  their  own  land,  where  they  can  enjoy  the  full  benefits  of 
their  treaty. 

The  school  under  the  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  has  been  under  the  supervision  of  W.  W.  Howell,  as  mission- 
ary and  general  superintendent,  until  in  May,  when  Walter  Lowry, 
esq . ,  secretary  and  agent  of  the  board ,  arrived  at  the  mission  and  dissolved 
all  connexion  existing  between  said  board  of  missions  and  W.  W. 
Howell,  since  which  time  the  school  has  been  under  the  special  super- 
vision of  E.  M.  Hubbard,  teacher.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  at 
any  one  time  has  been  twenty-two,  but  the  average  has  not  been  more 
than  eight  or  nine.  It  is  a  subject  of  extreme  regret  that  so  many  of 
the  Indians  are  so  averse  to  sending  their  children  to  this  or  any  other 
school ;  they  know  they  are  well  led  and  clothed  and  cared  for,  and 
jet  they  prefer  having  them  with  themselves  and  raise  them  in 
idleness,  half  naked,  with  scarcely  anything  to  subsist  upon.  They 
think  and  believe,  that  if  they  become  educated  and  learn  to  be  indus- 
trious and  frugal  farmers  and  housekeepers,  they  will  be  lost  to  them- 
selves and  their  nation.  I  can  account  for  this  only  by  their  own 
degraded  condition  and  ignorance.  I  shall  endeavor  to  get  as  many 
as  possible  to  send  their  children  to  school  and  fit  them  for  the  great 
change  that  awaits  them. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  BALDWIN, 

Indian  Agent, 

John  Haverty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs y  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
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No.  70. 

KiCKAPOo  Mission,  Atigvst  31,  1857. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  notice  of  the  29th  instant,  I  will 
endeavor  to  give  you  a  report  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  Kickapoo  mission. 
The  number  of  scholars,  the  tribes  they  were  from  and  their  Jprofieiency 
in  learning,  you  saw  and  heard  when  you  were  present. 

Since  our  arrival  at  the  mission,  July  7,  1856,  we  have  had  many 
difficulties  to  encounter.  In  the  first  place,  the  man  that  made  the 
contract  for  putting  up  the  walls  of  our  mission  failed  to  comply  with  his 
contract ;  he  was  to  have  the  walls  done  by  July  15th,  but  it  was  the 
last  of  October  before  they  were  completed,  and  from  this  fact  we 
were  compelled  to  be  very  much  exposed,  living  in  an  open  cabin,  and 
exposed  to  the  cold  weather  until  the  last  of  October.  We  were  also 
providentially  prevented  from  doing  much  last  fall  and  winter  on 
account  of  sickness. 

We  commenced  our  school  the  ist  of  December,  1856,  and  it  at  no 
time  has  been  so  large  as  desired.  Twenty-two  have  been  the  highest 
number,  while  the  average  was  not  over  seven  or  eight,  of  which  about 
four  are  Pottawatomies.  No  effort  was  wanting  on  our  part  to  bring 
them  in,  but  at  one  time  they  complained  that  there  were  too  manj 
Pottawatomie  children  allowed  to  come  in,  and  again,  that  they  were 
looking  forward  with  much  interest  to  a  visit  from  Walter  Lowrie,  esq., 
and  that  they  would  rather  not  send  in  their  children  until  they  saw 
him  and  counselled  with  him. 

These  with  a  great  many  objections  they  made,  and  we  are  forced 
to  conclude  were  mere  objections  or  excuses  for  the  neglect  of  a  plain 
duty,  for  we  were  ready  with  room,clothing,  and  provisions  to  take 
any  number  they  would  send  in  according  to  the  contract  with  the 
government.  We  would  venture  here  to  suggest  that  the  govern- 
ment take  strong  grounds  with  this  people  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion ;  they  are  very  capable  of  learning,  and  those  who  have  remained 
in  the  school  the  most  of  the  time  since  its  commencment  have  made 
commendable  progress.  But  the  major  part  of  them  have  been  so 
irregular  in  their  attendance,  and  there  being  such  a  short  time  since 
the  beginning  of  school,  we  cannot  report  progress  in  anything  but 
the  rudiments  of  learning  spelling,  reading,  and  writing.  We  will 
say  further  that  no  efibrt  shall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  get  the  foil 
number  of  scholars  in  school ;  we  wish  to  co-operate  with  you  and  the 
nation  in  any  and  everything  calculated  to  secure  this  end,  and  I  hope 
that  our  expectations  may  be  fully  realized  in  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object. 

In  refierence  to  farming  we  have  done  but  little  as  yet,  we  are 
making  all  preparations  to  be  ready  with  sixty-five  acres  of  ground, 
broken  and  fenced  in  for  a  crop  next  year.  We  have  most  of  the 
ground  fenced  now,  and  one-half  broken  up;  twenty  acres  in  sod  corn, 
but  failing  to  get  the  fence  finished  on  account  of  not  succeeding  in 
getting  rails  made,  the  stock  has  commenced  on  it,  and  I  fear  will 
destroy  it  all ;  from  the  fact  of  our  having  no  ground  to  cultivate  we 
have  had  no  regular  work  for  the  boys  to  do. 
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I  am  now  acting  in  a  capacity  which  I  did  not  anticipate  when  I 
first  came  to  the  mission,  having  been  appointed  teacher  in  the  male 
department.  The  minister  who  was  sent  to  take  charge  of  the  mis- 
sion, and  superintend  the  same,  was  discharged  from  all  connexion 
with  the  mission  on  the  15th  of  May  last,  and  on  Walter  Lowrie's 
arrival  he  appointed  me  to  take  charge  of  the  mission  until  another 
minister  could  be  sent  on,  who  we  are  daily  expecting.  There  are 
five  missionaries  and  two  assistants,  myself  and  wife,  H.  W.  Honnell, 
farmer,  and  wife,  and  Miss  M.  J.  Shields,  female  teacher,  but  who 
has  taken  charge  of  the  boys  until  we  have  some  female  children  sent 
in  ;  assistants,  Miss  Anna  Roberts,  an  educated  Pawnee  Indian,  and 
Mrs.  Peggy  Shoemaker  ;  on  account  of  having  much  sickness  among 
us,  we  have  at  times  had  to  employ  other  assistance  for  a  time,  but 
our  missionaries  now  seem  to  be  in  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous 
condition,  and  I  hope  will  continue  so. 

On  the  subject  of  religion,  I  would  say  we  are  endeavoring  to  teach 
the  boys  all  they  are  capable  of  understanding,  and  we  humbly  trust, 
by  the  help  of  Him  who  rules  the  universe  and  governs  the  destinies 
of  all  nations  and  tribes,  that  He  will  open  the  minds  of  the  benighted 
heathens  to  receive  knowledge  so  that  they  may  be  taught  the  plan  of 
salvation,  and  be  influenced  to  turn  from  the  error  of  their  ways  and 
follow  Christ  their  savior,  to  whom  they  will  have  to  give  an  account 
in  the  final  day  of  judg  ment. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  obediently, 

E.  M.  HUBBAED, 
Superintendent  of  the  Kickapoo  Mission. 

Major  R.  Baldwin, 

Dnited  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  71. 

Delawake  Agency,  September  14,  1857. 
Sir:  The  annual  report  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  Indians  of 
this  agency  can  present  but  few  facts.  Apart  of  the  Delawares  cling  with 
great  obstinacy  to  their  old  savage  manners  and  customs.  It  is  truly  a 
misfortune  for  this  class  that  the  chase  is  no  longer  within  their  reach; 
they  will  not  labor  ;  they  take  no  interest  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth, 
or  the  pursuits  of  agriculture.  Their  only  source  of  excitement,  it 
would  seem,  is  found  in  the  bottle,  and  this  is  furnished  them  by  their 
kind  white  neighbors,  with  a  liberality  which  speaks  volumes  for 
"man's  humanity  to  man*/'  but  notwithstanding  the  evil  of  being  sur- 
rounded by  those  philanthropic  white  friends,  some  advances  towards 
civilization  are  apparent.  In  the  last  four  years  there  has  been  a 
small  increase  in  population,  and  their  condition  is   somewhat  im- 

S roved;  the  better  portions  have  enlarged  their  fields,  improved  their 
wellings,  built  barns,  &c.  In  one  respect  I  observe  quite  a  favor- 
able indication  of  progress,  I  mean  the  desire  to  educate  their  chil- 
dren ;  this  feeling  is  becoming  general,  and  if  encouraged  by  a  proper 
system  of  schools  under  the  management  of  competent  teachers,  it  is 
not  doubted  but  that  in  a  few  years  a  change  for  the  better  will  be 
wrought  amoDgst  them. 
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The  crops  this  season  are  not  generally  ^ood  as  usual ;  the  drought 
has  materially  e£fected  it  The  main  reliance  is  the  com,  and  when 
this  fails  nothing  is  grown;  wheat,  rye,  meadows,  &c.,  are  entirely 
neglected.  Since  the  late  treaty  these  people  keep  up  a  blacksmith 
shop,  they  have  also  a  steam,  saw,  and  grist  mill,  which  ihas  not 
proved  as  beneficial  to  the  tribe  as  anticipated.  I  have  ceased  to  em- 
ploy the  tribal  or  national  money  to  keep  it  in  operation  ;  each  per- 
son now  pays  for  his  own  sawine,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
feet,  and  five  cents  per  bushel  for  grinding.  By  contract  the  smith 
receives  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the  assistant  twenty  dollars 
per  month.  The  business  of  the  tribe  is  sufficient  to  keep  them 
generally  employed.  This  tribe  now  number  about  one  thousand 
souls. 

I  cannot  omit  to  remark  here  that  it  seems  to  me  to  be  an  nnjust 
policy  to  keep  the  civilized  portions  of  the  Indians  tied  down,  as  it 
were,  with  that  class  who  appear  determined  to  persevere  in  their 
savage  habits;  a  line  of  demarcation  should  be  drawn,  the  incompe- 
tent and  uncivilized  should  be  still  retained  on  the  annuity  roll,  while 
those  who  are  striving  to  better  their  condition,  who  have  adopted  the 
customs  of  the  white  man,  should  receive  every  encouragement. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  the  annual  school 
report,  sent  by  the  Bev.  John  G.  Pratt,  superintendent.  This  school 
has  been  enlarged,  but  it  is  still  wholly  insufficient  to  meet  the  addi- 
tional wants  of  the  tribe.  The  receipt  roll  of  last  spring  shows  the 
number  of  four  hundred  and  forty-four  children— of  this  number  at 
least  two  hundred  should  be  at  school.  I  would,  therefore,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  establishment  of  at  least  another  school  at 
some  convenient  point  in  their  reservation. 

I  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  protect  the  extensive  Territory  of 
these  people  from  the  inroads  of  their  white  neighbors — now  and 
then  a  cabin  is  built  by  an  anxious  and  perseverinjj^  squatter ;  and 
smce  the  settlement  of  the  adjacent  trust  lands,  the  unscrupulous 
enter  upon  the  reserve,  and  cut  down  and  carry  away  valuable  timber. 
There  seems  to  be  no  adequate  remedy  found  in  the  intercourse  laws 
touching  tres])a88es  of  this  description. 

The  remnant  of  Christian  Indians  under  charge  of  this  agency  have 
received  a  patent  for  four  sections  of  land,  secur^  to  them  by  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Delawares.  This  land,  on  account  of  its  locality  and 
superior  quality,  is  greatly  desired  by  some  of  their  white  friends. 
Already  have  a  few  of  the  society,  or  band,  (the  head  men,)  under 
bad  counsel,  attempted  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  this  tract  against 
the  consent,  (as  I  understand,)  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  larger  por- 
tion of  these  people.  Thus  the  title  is  embarrassed,  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, ruinous  litigation  will  follow.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Congress 
will  so  restrict  the  power  to  sell  as  to  place  their  homes  beyond  the 
grasp  of  the  speculator. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  ROBINSON, 

Indian  Agent, 

John  Haverty,  Esq. 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 
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No.  12. 


Delaware,  Kansas  Territory,  August  28,  1857. 

Sir  :  The  season  again  recurs  when,  as  required,  we  must  exhibit 
our  school  operations.  Allow  me,  respectfully,  to  report :  During 
the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year  there  were  forty  children  in 
our  school,  and  for  the  last  part  of  the  year  we  have  had  fifty.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  keep  a  daily  attendance  of  the  same  children,  hence 
we  have  a  list  of  names  larger  than  we  report  as  our  actual  scholars. 
Our  effort  is  to  keep  an  average  attendance  of  fifty  children,  and  we 
have  only  failed  to  do  so  when  several  have  been  taken  out  for  a  day  or 
two  (at  the  same  time)  to  see  their  sick  parents  or  friends,  and  whose 
places  we  were  not  at  liberty  to  fill.  It  is  our  rule,  whenever  an  actual 
vacancy  occurs,  to  notify  the  chiefs  of  the  fact,  and  request  them  to 
fill  it.  This  is  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  as  they  generally 
have  selected  such  children  as  thejr  desire  to  place  in  school,  xou  wiU 
notice  that,  of  the  children  now  m  school,  nearly  all  are  quite  young, 
hence  the  studies  which  they  pursue  are  elementary. 

Those  attending  to  studies  more  advanced  have  remained  at  home 
•during  the  summer ;  some  may  return  this  winter.  Besides  the  exer- 
cises of  the  school  room,  attention  is  given  to  such  labor  as  the  age 
of  tjie  pupil  will  admit.  Boys  work  in  the  field,  and  cut  wood  for 
their  fires.  The  girls  are  engaged  in  kitchen,  needle,  and  other  work, 
at  regular  hours,  as  their  ages  and  experience  adapt  them.  I  believe 
there  is  a  class  of  young  persons  coming  forward  from  these  school 
privileges  which  will  have  a  favorable  influence  upon  the  nation  ;  this 
IS  already  noticeable.  Those  hitherto  unwilling  to  send  their  children 
are  now  desirous  of  placing  them  at  school.  Care  is  also  taken 
(as  an  important  part  of  their  education)  of  the  moral  character  of 
the  children. 

We  have  daily  reading  and  recitation  from  the  Bible,  attendance 
on  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  &c.     Improvement  is  percepti- 
ble, and  as  rapid  as  could  be  expected  from  those  who,  in  commencing 
an  education,  have  first  to  acquire  the  use  of  the  English  language. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  a.  PRATT, 

Superintendent. 

Major  B.  F.  Robinson, 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 
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LUt  cf  Pupils. 


No. 


1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 


GirU. 


MfttUda  JoQivcyeake.. 
PoHj  Journejcjike  .... 

MaryBoIlett 

hney  J.  Jouroeyeake.. 

Jane  KetefamB 

Laura  BuWeU 

LizneBolletc 

Heiter  A.  Ketcham... 

Susan  M.  Pet«et 

Rofaooa  Mariball..... 

Nancy  Ketchum. 

Elizabeth  Ketchum 

Mary  Jane  Ketchum... 
Mary  Louisa  Kecchun. 

Jane  Ketchum 

Clara  Wilion 

Betsey  Jackson 

Lucinda  Elliott 

Nancy  Bell 

Betsey  A.  Bell 

Virginia  Tiblon 

MaryTiblon  

Julia  Grinter 

Sallie  A.  Copeland 

AnnaK.  Armstrong 

Edua  Richards 

Elizabeth  Pechaqua... 


Age,  ,    No. 


12 

1 

10 

2 

10 

3 

10 

>   4 

12 

5 

11 

1   ^ 

7 

7 

8 

'   8 

8 

9 

8 

10 

12 

1  1' 

12 

1  12 

10 

13 

10 

1  14 

8 

1  15 

10 

1  16 

8 

1  17 

10 

'  18 

9 

1  1^ 

7 

1  20 

9 

'  21 

7 

22 

G 

23 

6 

1  24 

13 

25 

9 

26 

12 

27 

28 

29 

3f) 

31 

32 

Boyi. 


Age. 


CyraaFailLMf. 14 

Frederick  Fall  Leaf 8 

Wmiam  Washington 10 

Fraocii  Waahington 7 

Charlie  Waakingtoo 1     7 

Edward  Wilson 8 

Nicodemus  Smith. . . 10 

Simon  BuUett '    10 

JofanBollett S 

Alexander  Joomeycake 1     8 

Simon  Ketchum [     8 

Henry  Armstrong... '    n 

Samuel  LoTo '    13 

SolooMm  Lore . , 

Charles  Ketchum 

William  McE  win 

James  Edson . 

Solomon  Everett 

Thomas  Everett .. 

Henry  Zeigler 

Best  Quality  Ketcbuia . 

Abram  Ketchum 

Z.  Taylor  Newcomb 

John  Sacondie ...1     g 

George  Ferguson 

John  Newcomb 

George  W.  Pechaqua 

Martin  Little  Beaver. . , 

Walter  Webb J 

Job  Parker 

James  Eustace ...I      9 

William  H.  Shailer [l[[\    u 


11 
U 

10 
11 

» 
d 
6 
8 
9 


Number  of  girls. 
Number  of  boys. . 


Total. 


Entered  during  summer  term  . 
Left  during  the  summer  term  . 


27 
32 

59 

28 
4 


Reading — 

First  division... 

Second  division. 

Third  division  .. 

Fourth  division. 

Alphabet  

Writing- 
First  division... 

Second  

Arithmetic 

Geography 


4 

7 

13 

22 

13 

5 

16 
3 
2 
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No. 

Girls.                        Age.  |  No. 

Boya. 

Age. 

1 

Mary  J.  Ghater 14           1 

Jordan  £.  Journey  cake 

J.  Wilson  Love 

15 

9, 

Nancy  Jounieycake.. .... ......      13          2 

15 

3 

Mary  Katchum '    11           3 

George  W.  Zeigler 

14 

4 

Sarah  Ketohum I      9 

5 

NaDcy  Ketroharo  -r..^.. ........       7    ji 

6 

Mary  Joumeycake  ............  1      7     i 

STUDIES. 

Reading  and  spelling 9 

Writing 6 

Geography 5 

English  grammar 1 

Declamation 5 


No.  73. 

Shawnee  and  Wyandott  Agency, 

September  1,  1857. 

Sir  :  Again  in  the  progress  of  time  it  becomes  my  duty  to  submit 
to  your  department  the  annual  report  of  this  agency  ;  which  duty  I 
now  proceed  to  perform. 

My  last  report  was,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  imperfect,  owing  to- 
the  short  time  I  had  been  among  the  Indians,  but  in  this  I  shall  endeavor 
to  make  up  for  former  errors  and  omissions.  Within  the  last  year 
many  and  important  changes  have  taken  place  within  the  limits  of 
this  agency  ;  not  amongst  the  least  of  those  changes  has  been  the  sub- 
division of  the  lands  of  the  Shawnee  and  Wyandott  tribes  and  their 
distribution  among  the  individuals  composing  these  tribes. 

In  the  case  of  the  Wyandotts,  the  whole  of  the  land,  amounting  to 
thirty-nine  sections,  which  had  previously  belonged  to  the  tribe,  ha& 
been  allotted  to  the  people  in  severalty,  giving  to  each  individual  an 
amount  of  land  equivalent  to  about  forty  acres. 

This  confirming  the  lands  to  the  individuals  of  the  tribe  has  so  far 
resulted  well.  A  spirit  of  improvement  among  the  owners  of  the 
lands  has  thus  grown  up  heretofore  unknown  among  them,  and 
already  two  flourishing  towns  have  sprung  into  existence,  which  bid 
fair  soon  to  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  lands  in  their  vicinity. 

In  the  country  occupied  by  the  Shawnees  the  land  has  been  legally 
subdivided,  and  two  hundred  acres  assigned  each  individual,  which  in 
the  aggregate  amounts  to  about  two  hundred  thousand  acres,  leaving 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  acres  of  the  county  known  as 
the  *' Shawnee  Reserve"  unappropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Indians, 
and  ultimately  to  be  occupied  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  policy  of  the  government  in  thus 
giving  to  the  Indians  their  lands  in  severalty  has  never  been  more 


458  REPORT  OF  THE 

folly  exemplified  than  in  the  esse  of  the  Shawnees.  Man j  who  had 
l>efore  that  erent  manifiBSted  utter  indifierenoe  on  the  salgect  of  im- 
prorement  and  agricoltore  hare  now  hegun  with  energy  to  improre 
their  lands ;  many  hare  built  comfortable  houses^  while  others,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  hare  fenced,  ploughed,  and  planted  fields,  of  a 
greater  or  less  extent. 

Among  both  the  Shawnees  and  Wyandotts  there  has  grown  up  a  com- 
mendable spirit  of  emulation,  which  has  resulted  in  much  good;  each 
individual  appears  determined  to  build  better  houses  and  cultiTBte 
more  land  than  his  neighbor.  Thus  the  efforts  of  one  stimulate 
another  to  increased  exertion  for  supremacy. 

The  crop  of  wheat  of  the  present  season  was,  as  a  general  thing,  a 
failure ;  oats  haye  yielded  a  mir  hanrest,  while  com  and  culinary  yege- 
tables  promise  an  abundant  reward  for  the  toil  of  cultivation. 

The  advaDcement  of  both  tribes  in  agriculture  and  the  arts  of  dfiU- 
•zation  is  truly  gratifying,  but  not  more  so  than  their  advanoe  in  the 
moral  and  religious  qualities  essential  to  good  citizens.  Intemperance, 
which  has  always  been  the  scourge  of  the  Indian  tribes,  has  witUn 
the  past  year  met  at  least  a  check ;  public  opinion  among  themseWcB 
has  rebuked  drunkenness  to  an  extent  never  before  know  among  them, 
until  Indians  who  were  formerly  looked  upon  as  a  race  of  dmnkardB 
have  become  comparatively  a  sober  people. 

Among  all  the  other  advances  made,  education  is  not  neglected.  The 
Wyandotts,  who  have  by  treaty  an  education  fund,  have  adopted  a 
sure  and  judicious  system  by  which  every  individual  may,  and  many 
are,  securing  a  good  common  school  education. 

Among  the  Shawnees  two  public  schools  are  still  kept  up,  and  have 
met  with  reasonable  encouragement  and  patronage.  These  schools 
are  supported  by  the  Methodist  and  Friends'  Missionary  Societies,  re- 
spectively, aided  by  the  government,  and  not  under  the  immediate 
•control  of  the  agent.  Reports,  however,  of  the  progress  and  condi- 
tion of  each  will  be  herewith  forward  to  you. 

What  is  to  be  the  ultimate  result  of  commingling  the  white  and  red 
races  in  one  community  time  alone  can  determine;  so  far  we  have  little 
to  regret,  and  much  to  be  pleased  with  from  the  experiment.  Up 
to  this  time  I  am  confideDt  tne  Indians  have  been  benefitted  as  a  peo- 

Sle.  There  are,  no  doubt,  individual  cases  of  injustice  having  been 
one  the  Indian  by  his  white  neighbor,  and  doubtless  other  cases  will 
occur.  Some,  perhaps,  will  be  induced  to  part  with  their  homes  without 
a  fair  equivalent ;  but  these  cases  will  be  rare.  Many  are  disposed  to 
part  with  a  portion  of  their  lands,  but  in  most  cases  fair,  if  not 
exorbitant,  prices  are  demanded. 

The  Wyandotts  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  the  plan  of  semi-annual 
payments  of  their  annuites ;  but  among  the  Shawnees  a  strong  desire 
IS  manifested  to  have  the  annual  instalment  paid  at  one  time.  The 
-argument  offered  for  the  adoption  of  this  plan  is,  that  it  would  give  to 
the  industrious  and  economical  portion  of  the  people  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  make  considerable  improvement  on  their  farms,  while  the 
improvident  and  idle  are  no  more  likely  to  be  injured  than  if  paid 
spring  and  fall. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication,  already  too  long,  without  ex- 
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preflsinp  the  hope,  which  the  improvement  of  the  past  year  leads  me  to 
entertain,  that  the  day  may  yet  come  when  we  may  see  these  people, 
who,  a  few  years  ago  were  the  houseless  denizens  of  the  wilderness, 
become  the  quiet  citizen  inhabitants  of  a  cultivated  and  happy  home. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARNOLD, 

Indian  Agent. 
Major  John  Havbrty, 

Svperintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


No.  74. 

Friends'  Mission,  Shawnbb  Nation,  K.  T. 

9th  month  A,  1857. 

Respected  Friend  :  Thy  communication  of  the  third  instant  is  just 
received,  and  as  requested  I  hasten  to  furnish  thee  with  a  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  above  institution. 

The  school  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  Shawnee  Indians  was  reor- 
ganized and  put  in  operation  (after  a  suspension  of  several  months) 
on  the  20th  day  of  4th  month  (April)  last,  and  since  that  time,  forty- 
six  children  have  received  some  instruction  in  our  school,  viz :  twenty- 
six  males  and  twenty  females ;  some  of  these,  however,  have  been 
irregular  in  their  attendance ;  the  average  number  on  the  teacher's  roll 
is  eighteen  ;  the  number  who  can  read  is  ei^ht  males  and  ten  females ; 
the  number  who  can  write  is  nine  males  and  ten  females  ;  the  number 
who  study  arithmetic  is  four  males  and  five  females ;  the  number 
who  study  geography  is  four  females  ;  the  number  who  can  read 
plain  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  fourteen,  and  the  class  is  required  to 
read  a  chapter  or  lesson  in  the  Scriptures  each  day. 

P.  S. — One  of  the  regular  scholars  in  our  school  is  a  member  of  the 
Wyandott  nation. 

SIMON  D.  HARVEY. 
Superintendent  Friends'  Mission. 

A.  Arnold,  Agent  of  the  Shawnees. 


No.  75. 

Shawnee  Manual  Labor  School, 

September  2,  1857. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  annual  report  of  this  institution. 

During  the  scholastic  year  which  ended  June  30,  1857,  fifty-four 
Shawnee  children  have  attended  this  school,  of  different  ages,  from  7 
to  17,  and  some  perhaps  a  little  younger. 

They  have  been  engaged  according  to  age  and  advancement  in  the 
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following  studies,  viz :  orthography,  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
geography,  English  grammar,  uranography,  physiology,  &c. ,  and  when 
not  in  school  the  girls  have  been  employed  in  sewing,  knitting, 
washing,  and  housewifery,  and  the  boys  in  chopping  wood,  taking 
care  of  the  stock,  &c. 

They  have  made  reasonable  progress  in  their  studies,  but  might 
have  done  much  better  if  they  had  been  more  regular  in  their  attend- 
ance. 

They  have  promised  to  do  better  in  the  future,  and  I  hoipe  they  will 
That  portion  of  the  nation  who  appreciate  education  well  enough  to 
send  their  children  to  school  are  improving  rapidly,  and  will  soon  be 
prepared  to  take  a  respectable  position  as  citizens  in  the  country  among 
their  white  neighbors. 

KespectfuUy  submitted. 

THOS.  JOHNSON,  SuperintendmL 

A.  Arnold,  Indian  Agent. 


The  following  schedule  toill  show  the  names  of  those  who  have  aUended 

school  during  the  year. 


No. 


] 
2 
3 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
]2 
13 
14 
]5 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 


Names. 


Emily  Bluejacket.. 
Sallie  Bluejacket.. 
Susan  Bluejacket .. 

Mary  Martin 

Lizzie  Martin 

Alice  Crane 

Fannie  Armstrong. 

KateEllick 

Sarah  £.  Donalson. 

Nancy  Flint 

Rebecca  Donalson. 
Ella  Dougherty  — 
Ann  E.  Dougherty. 
Hannah  A.  Evans.. 
John  Whitestone  .. 
David  Bluejacket  . 
Charles  Bluejacket 

James  Elliott 

Thomas  Francis... 
William  Francis... 

Obadiah  Flint 

John  Rogers. 

Thomas  Dougherty 
John  Blackhoof. . . . 
Louisa  Baroett.... 

Mary  Baruett 

Thomas  Bluejacket 


No. 


28 

29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 


Names. 


Isaac  Bluejacket 

Martha  Toola 

Mary  Reiser 

Ellen  Reiser 

Louisa  Reiser 

Mary  EUick 

Amanda  Ellick ... 

Virginia  McNair 

Henrietta  McNair 

Mariah  Day 

William  White 

Thomas  White 

Catharine  Whitedeer 

Sophy  Whitedeer 

Rosalie  Flint 

Phebe  Flint 

Auburn  Flint 

Mary  Dodds 

Annie  Smith ., 

William  Luke 

Richard  Day 

George  Cohou , 

Elizabeth  Rogers 

Ruth  Rogers 

Mat  Rogers 

Isaac  Rogers 

Monday  Armstrong  ... 
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No.     16. 


Pottawatomie  Agency,  Kansas  Territory, 

September  15,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  the  following  report  relative 
to  affairs  in  this  agency  : 

Since  the  commencement  of  my  duties  last  spring  as  agent  for  the 
Pottawatomie  Indians,  I  have  found  them  to  be,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, civil  and  kind,  and  to  evince  a  disposition  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  good  counsel.  In  my  intercourse  with  them  it  has 
been  my  constant  and  earnest  effort,  in  council  and  on  all  occasions, 
to  inculcate  amongst  them  principles  of  sobriety,  industry,  and 
economy.  I  have  met  with  several  cases  of  drunkenness  among  these 
Indians,  and,  upon  my  arrival  in  the  reservation,  ascertained  that 
there  was,  and  had  been  for  at  least  a  year  previous,  a  regular  tip- 
pling house  kept  on  Lost  creek  by  a  white  man  named  Alexander 
La  Brick,  who  had  no  manner  of  right  in  the  reservation.  I  visited 
him,  found  some  whiskey  in  his  house,  which  I  immediately  de- 
stroyed, had  his  cabin  pulled  down,  and  made  him  leave  the  reserva- 
tion forthwith.  I  also  discovered  that  there  were  some  half  breeds 
in  the  habit  of  selling  whiskey,  and  I  prevailed  on  the  chief  in  this 
village  to  establish  a  kind  of  municipal  government,  punishing,  by 
fine  and  imprisonment,  any  Indian  known  to  be  guilty  of  bringing 
liquor  into  the  reservation,  or  of  being  drunk.  The  chief,  We-wee- 
say,  readily  entered  into  the  arrangement,  fined  some  and  imprisoned 
others,  which  has  had  a  beneficial  effect.  The  principal  chiefs  and 
leading  men  of  this  tribe  are  honest  and  intelligent,  and  have 
promised  to  exert  their  influence  with  mine  to  suppress  this  per- 
nicious practice,  which  would  be  no  great  trouble  if  it  were  not  for 
some  low  mean  white  men  travelling  occasionally  through  the 
reservation  for  the  purpose  of  robbing,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
poisoning,  the  poor  Indians  by  selling  them  whiskey,  and  others 
located  just  outside  of  the  reservation,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  trading 
liquor  to  the  Indians  for  rails,  timber,  &c. ;  these  scoundrels  have  so 
far  evaded  my  vigilance,  but  I  have  hopes  ere  long  of  making  some 
of  them  feel  the  penalty  for  these  violations  of  the  intercourse  law. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  a  large  majority, 
probably  two-thirds,  of  the  Pottawatomies  are  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil ;  they  have  a  rich  and  beautiful  country,  the  soil 
well  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  corn,  oats,  potatoes,  wheat,  to- 
bacco, &c.  ;  and  all  that  is  required  to  make  them  a  prosperous  and  a 
happy  people,  with  the  benign  influence  that  the  United  Stales  gov- 
ernment exerts  in  behalf  of  their  education,  is  to  avail  themselves  of 
that  advantage,  which  nature  has  placed  in  their  hands,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil.  I  shall  continue  my  exertions  to  stimulate  them 
in  their  laudable  ambition  to  excel  in  this  art,  by  directing  their 
attention  to  the  advantages  the  former  has  over  all  other  professions. 

The  workshops,  every  one  of  which  I  found  closed  and  the  em- 
ployes idle,  I  soon  put  into  active  operation.     A  short  time  after 
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entering  npon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  I  found  it  necessary  to 
remove  the  wagon-maker,  William  H.  Weld,  for  idleness  and  gross 
neglect  of  his  duty  in  many  particulars  ;  in  fact,  instead  of  being  an 
advantage  he  was  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  Indians,  as  any  of 
them  will  testify  ;  and,  by  requiring  all  the  mechanics  to  render  just 
and  reasonable  service  to  the  Indians,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
accepting  the  resignations  of  two  blacksmiths  and  two  assistant  blaek- 
smiths.  The  above  places  I  have  had  filled  by  men  who  have  given 
me  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  an  immense  amount  of  labor  done  in  the 
shops  since  the  month  of  April  last.  The  demand  for  work  at  the 
hands  of  the  wagon-maker ,  upon  ploughs,  wagons,  &c. ,  has  been  so  great 
that  I  have  seen,  notwithstanding  the  industry  and  energy  of  the  pre- 
sent wagon-maker,  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  man  to  do  it  with  that 
despatch  necessary,  and  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  depart- 
ment the  employing  of  an  assistant  wagon-maker,  in  order  to  render  stall 
further  facilities  to  those  Indians  who  are  disposed  to  cultivate  the  soil. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  Pottawatomie  grist  mill,  on 
Mill  creek,  south  of  Kansas  river,  under  the  management  of  Jude  W. 
Bourassa  as  miller,  is  most  admirably  conducted. 

Accompanying,  I  send  the  reports  of  the  reverend  J.  B.  Duerinck, 
superintendent  of  the  manual  labor  school  at  St.  Mary's  mission, 
and  the  reverend  John  Jackson,  superintendent  of  the  Baptist 
manual  labor  school.  To  those  reports  permit  me  to  invite  your 
special  attention  and  mature  consideration. 

The  principal  of  the  school  at  St.  Mary's  mission,  Rev.  Mr. 
Duerinck^  appears  to  be  the  man  for  the  times  and  the  place,  pos- 
sessed, as  he  is,  of  the  most  unbounded  energy,  indomitable  perse- 
verance, and  a  desire  at  heart  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Potto* 
watomie  Indians.  In  truth,  the  intelligent  portion  of  them  know 
full  well  that,  apart  from  his  admirable  management  of  the  school, 
it  would  be  hard  to  estimate  the  benefit  he  has  been  to  the  whole 
tribe,  by  instilling  into  their  minds  the  importance  of  industry  and 
cultivating  the  soil.  The  neatness  and  cleanliness  of  the  school  yard 
and  buildings  at  St.  Mary's  give  to  it  an  air  of  comfort  that  is  the 
admiration  of  all  passers  by.  The  female  department  of  this  school 
is  under  the  management  of  nine  Sisters  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  with 
Madame  Lucille  as  superior,  and  is  frequently  visited  by  distinguished 
strangers,  who,  after  seeing  the  amiable  manners,  cleanly  appear- 
ance, and  cheerful  looks  of  the  Pottawatomie  girls,  and  the  fine 
order,  system,  and  regularity  with  which  the  school  is  conducted, 
not  only  express  their  approbation,  but  wonder  at  seeing  so  fine  an 
institution  of  learning  witnin  an  Indian  reservation. 

It  would  afibrd  me  the  most  profound  pleasure  to  be  able  to  make 
as  favorable  a  report  of  the  other  school  under  the  superintendency 
of  Mr.  Jackson  ;  out  duty  forbids  it.  The  superintendent  is  a  kind 
hearted  gentleman,  appears  to  be  struggling  against  adversity,  and 
manifests  a  desire  to  see  the  school  prosper;  but  it  is  surrounded  by 
a  ^loom,  that  to  me  is  inexplicable,  ana  I  am  compelled  to  say  that 
it  IS  not  the  kind  of  school  which  the  department  have  the  right  to 
expect  from  the  amount  expended  upon  it. 

According  to  the  annuity  roll  of  last  spring,  the  Pottawatomies 
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numbered  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two.  I  made  the 
payment  to  them  in  two  days  and  a  half,  which  I  was  pleased  to  see 
conducted  with  entire  sobriety  and  good  order.  I  have  since  learned 
that  after  I  had  left  the  ground  some  bad  disposed  persons  had  intro- 
duced liquor  amongst  the  few  Indians  remaining ;  however,  the  short 
time  occupied  in  making  the  payment  deprived  them  in  a  great 
measure  of  that  usual  mode  of  robbing  the  Indians.  From  the  above 
number  of  Indians  enrolled  it  will  appear  that  there  is  a  great  de- 
crease when  compared  with  the  former  rolls  ;  this  is  attributable  in 
part,  as  I  have  been  informed,  to  the  absence  of  some  Indians  who  had 
gone  to  California,  and  others  who  were  out  on  the  plains;  many  of 
whom  have  returned,  and  the  pay  roll  this  fall  will  in  all  probability 
exceed  in  number  that  of  last  spring.  The  Pottawatomies  have  held 
several  councils  within  the  last  two  months  in  regard  to  sectionizing 
their  land,  but  it  seems  that^  notwithstanding  this  once  powerful  and 
mighty  tribe  have  dwindled  down  to  the  insignificant  number  of 
about  three  thousand,  it  is  composed  of  such  discordant  elements 
that  they  cannot  unite  upon  a  plan  to  save  themselves  from  that  de- 
struction which  will  inevitably  befall  them  if  they  fail  to  have  their 
land  sectionized,  and  thereby  rendered  to  them  permanent  homes. 
The  industrious  and  intelligent  portion  of  this  tribe,  composed  of  the 
'*  Wabash"  and  '^St.  Joseph's"  bands,  see  the  importance  of  getting 
the  government  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  protect  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  homes,  and  save  them  from  being  driven  before 
the  tide  of  emigration  which  is  rapidly  flowing  into  Kansas.  The 
^^  Prairie  band  "  appear  to  despise  the  principles  of  civilization,  look 
upon  work  as  a  disgrace,  and  when  they  hear  those  Indians  who  cul- 
tivate the  soil  speak  of  sectionizing  they  immediately  denounce  them, 
and  charge  them  with  endeavoring  to  swindle  them  out  of  their  land. 
The  **  Prairie  band,"  constitutes  about  one-third  of  the  Ipdians 
within  this  agency.  When  I  see  the  industrious  portion  of  this  tribe 
show  such  uneasiness  of  mind  in  regard  to  holding  their  land,  see 
them  manifest  a  disposition  to  earn  their  bread  in  the  sweat  of  their 
brow,  and  hear  them  express  the  wish  to  have  permanent  homesteads 
for  themselves  and  their  children,  I  am  induccMl  to  appeal  to  the  In- 
dian department  in  their  behalf  to  sectionize  their  land,  ^ive  each  one 
a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  let  them  sell  the 
balance  of  their  land,  and  with  the  proceeds  build  stone  fences,  and 
make  other  permanent  improvements. 

I  feel  satisfied  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  tribe, 
to  be  more  compactly  settled,  the  uneducated  and  indolent  would  more 
directly  have  the  example  of  the  enlightened  and  industrious,  and 
might  be  induced  to  send  their  children  to  school,  and  their  land 
would  be  less  liable  to  encroachment  from  the  white  race. 

It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  annuities  paid  to  the  Indians  in 
money,  and  land  held  in  common  by  them,  as  is  now  the  case  with 
the  Pottawatomies,  are  great  preventives  to  their  advancement  in  civ- 
ilization, and  in  view  of  the  fact  of  my  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  their 
welfare,  and  knowing  that  a  large  portion  of  them  are  sufficiently 
advanced  in  civilization  to  comprehend  our  form  of  government,  I 
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could  wish  to  see  them  become  good  citizens^  and  receive  the  protec- 
tion and  wholesome  influence  of  our  laws. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

WILLIAM  E.  MURPHY, 
U,  S.  Agent  for  Pottawatomie  Indians. 
John  Haverty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


No.  77. 

St.  Mary's  Mission,  Pottawatomie  County, 

Kansas  Territory,  September  14,  185T. 

You  have  kindly  intimated  to  us  that  the  department  could  wish  to 
receive  our  communications  on  what  concerns  our  Indian  mission. 

Our  schools  have  been  in  full  operation  during  the  year  without 
interruption  or  political  excitement,  pursuing  with  our  usual  applica- 
tion the  peaceful  avocations  of  a  pastoral  life,  constantly  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  health  which  Heaven  never  fails  to  bestow  on  those  wbo 
lead  a  regular  and  laborous  life.  The  hardest  part  of  our  task  has 
been  to  cope  with  the  times,  for  there  is  no  proportion  between  onr 
income  and  our  expenses  ;  and  although  we  claim  to  be  an  adept  in 
the  art  of  economy,  making  every  edge  cut,  and  squeezing,  almost, 
oil  out  of  stones,  on  balancing  our  accounts,  the  wretched  conviction 
is  forced  upon  us  that  the  thing  does  not  pay. 

We  have  admitted  during  the  year  ending  September,  IBS'?,  seventy- 
three  boys  and  ninety -two  girls.  The  average  number  of  the  boys 
has  been  fifty-six,  and  that  of  the  girls  seven ty-two.  We  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  tabular  reports,  E  and  F,  which  contain  the  age  of 
the  scholars,  their  progress,  and  the  branches  they  have  studied,  and 
all  the  information  you  appear  to  desire. 

We  board,  clothe,  lodge,  and  teach  all  these  boys  and  girls  at  the 
mission ;  we  wash  and  mend  their  clothes,  fiirnish  them  stationery 
and  school-books,  at  $75  per  annum  for  each  ;  the  old  price  was  $50, 
but  now,  by  special  favor,  it  has  been  raised  to  $75.  This  is  a  hard 
bargain  at  both  figures,  and  it  discloses  at  once  the  mystery  why  so 
many  missions  are  in  a  broken  or  failing  condition.  Our  government 
has  lor  a  long  time  authorized  and  encouraged  missionaries  to  spread 
<5ivilization  and  Christianity  amongst  the  pagan  tribes,  but  it  allows 
them  no  salary,  and  gives  them  no  recommendation ;  of  all  the 
machinery  put  to  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  a  mission  per- 
forms the  hardest  service  and  produces  the  most  lasting  effects,  but 
-when  it  is  worn  out  and  broken  down  by  dint  of  labor  it  is  suffered 
to  lie  in  ruins,  and  the  cry  is  set  up  that  it  has  failed,  or  perhaps 
^Hhat  the  Indians  were  against  it,"  and  *4t  did  no  good."  Now  St. 
Mary's  mission  is  looked  upon  as  a  rich  and  prosperous  establishment, 
and  it  will  be  very  much  against  our  will  and  expectation  to  meet 
with  an  end  which  we  so  much  deprecate,  and  still  we  honestly  believe 
that  it  will  eventually  be  our  lot — to  fail  and  to  be  kicked  at. 
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The  boys  are  under  our  charge,  and  attend  school  regularly  every 
day  ;  and  although  they  are  actually  scholars  at  our  so-called  ** Manual 
Labor  School,"  yet  they  are  too  small  to  render  us  any  material  assist- 
ance in  the  field ;  they  are  made  to  do  some  light  work  about  the 
{remises,  chopping  wood  for  the  fire,  and  drawing  water  for  the 
itchen.  They  are  all  expert  riders,  and  make  excellent  herd  boys. 
The  girls,  who  are  more  handy  and  more  serviceable  than  the  boys, 
are  taught  all  the  branches  of  housewifery,  and  perform  their  duties 
with  ease  and  credit;  they  have  fixed  and  regular  school  hours,  when 
they  study  all  the  branches  of  a  useful  education ;  they  love  their 
school  and  their  mistresses,  and  they,  being  active  and  ruddy,  nimble 
on  their  feet,  and  their  waists  free  of  hoops  and  bands,  they  deem  it  a 
favor  to  work  in  the  garden,  to  cook,  and  to  wash  with  their  playmates. 

We  have  put  in  the  following  crops  :  fifty  acres  in  oats,  sixty  in  corn, 
ten  in  potatoes,  and  six  in  millet.  The  oats  have  been  light  and 
short,  owing  to  the  severe  drought  during  the  spring  ;  the  corn  will 
hardly  yield  more  than  a  good  half  crop,  but  still,  thanks  be  to  Provi- 
dence, that  is  much  better  than  we  had  expected.  The  potatoes  were 
destroyed  in  July  by  the  plague,  or  rather  by  a  succession  of  plagues, 
viz :  the  flies,  the  tobacco  worms,  and  the  grasshoppers ;  we  sowed 
the  potatoe  ground  in  turnips  twice  in  succession,  unwilling  to  give 
up  the  ship  without  struggling  for  crops,  but  fate  doomed  us  to  dis- 
appointment; these  also  became,  in  their  turn,  a  prey  to  the  grass- 
hoppers The  millet,  which  had  been  introduced  on  trial,  had  no  rain 
and  yielded  but  a  poor  crop.  Thus  have  we  toiled  and  labored  to  keep 
up  the  appearance  and  honor  of  our  ^'model  farm,"  but  with  poor 
success.  We  have  seen  fit  to  take  down  the  flag,  but  we  propose  to  hoist 
it  again  next  spring. 

We  experience  at  the  present  time  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  making 
a  suflScient  quantity  of  hay  for  our  cattle.  A  general  gloom  pervaded 
the  country  about  the  end  of  July,  when  the  grass  in  the  prairies  and 
the  crops  in  the  field  withered  away  under  the  heat  of  a  scorching 
sun;  but  genial  rains  and  cool  weather  have  since  relieved  our  minds 
from  anxiety.  Our  stock  of  cattle  consists  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
head,  all  young  and  gentle,  and  well  crossed  with  Durham  blood. 
We  have  sold  during  the  year  some  fifty  head,  for  which  we  have 
received  $1,613  75.  We  intend  to  kill  some  forty  for  beef  to  supply 
our  family. 

The  Indians  have  also  planted  good  fields  of  corn,  but  their  crop> 
are  short,  and  their  gardens  have  failed  to  a  great  extent. 

In  our  intercourse  with  our  neighbors,  the  Indians,  we  frequently 
take  occasion  to  discuss  the  importance  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
We  are  constant  upholders  of  the  law  of  our  common  doom — that  we, 
and  that  the  Indians,  too,  must  earn  our  bread  in  the  sweat  of  our 
brow.  There  is  no  use  in  being  starved,  when  it  is  so  easy  to  have 
plenty  to  eat  and  plenty  to  sell.  Economy  in  saving  should  go  hand 
in  hand  with  energy  in  getting.  A  certain  class  ot*  our  Pottawato- 
mies,  victims  to  indolence  and  vagrancy,  grovelling  in  the  stagnant 
waters  of  sloth,  are  reduced  to  penury  and  famine  whenever  their 
neighbors  cease  to  feed  them,  or  the  traders  refuse  to  sell  them  on 
credit.  We  must  drive  this  gentry  to  work ;  and  the  quicker  it  is 
30 
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done  the  better.     It  is  true  that  these  folks  have  no  aspirations  after 
wealth,  but  they  desire  to  be  in  comfortable  and  easy  circumstances. 
We  present  them  the  rich  soil  on  which  they  live,  and  the  6  nest 
opportunities  for  reaping  plentifiil  harvests.    Let  them  try  their  ludt, 
and  they  are  sure  to  succeed.     If  these  drones  intend  to  be  an  incubus 
on  their  industrious  neighbors — not  only  unwilling  to  contribute  their 
mite  to  the  public  welfare,  but  to  be  a  drawback  and  a  curse  on  the 
community,  begging  and  extorting  the  fruits  of  their  toil,  and  blight- 
ing the  prosperity  of  their  free-hearted  friends — ^if,  we  say,  tbis  work 
is  going  to  continue,  we  feel  like  calling  on  them  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven.     Do  not  imagine  that  we  fight  an  idle  phantom.     These 
evils  are  real  and  tangible,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  so  many  of  cor 
people  are  poor,  and  have  almost  nothing  to  eat ;  and,  which  is  worse, 
they  do  not  care  about  having  anything  much  to  eat,  because  when 
the  drones  smell  it,  they  are  there,  and  eat  the  poor  fellows  up.    I 
have  told  them,  times  without  number,  that  if  poverty,   mendicity, 
dejection,  and  degradation,  the  legitimate  offspring  of  their  idleness, 
have  any  attractions  for  them,  we  wish  them  good  luck  with  their 
choice;  but  as  for  us,  and  for  all  industrious  Indians,  who  are  maoy 
in  number,  we  repudiate  their  course,  and  have  reason  to  complain  of 
them.     They  are  as  poor  as  you  can  well  imagine ;  their  families  are 
suffering,  and  still  they  would  not  work,  but  are  eternally  in  search 
of  a  smoking  chimney,  where  they  may  find  a  bite  to  eat;   the  pot  of 
the  orphan  and  of  the  widow  has  no  guarantee  against  their  obtrusion. 
But  we  will  soon  look  for  happier  times.     There  is  a  plan  on  foot 
which  will  soon  put  down  these  naughty  loafers,  and  we  fondly  antici- 
pate that  the  department  of  Indian  affairs  will  help  us  to  bring  about 
a  state  of  affairs  that  will  go  far  to  correct  the  evil.     The  best  gifts 
we  can  bestow,  and  the  best  laws  we  can  enact,  are  those  which  will 
teach  these  blockish  fellows  how  to  earn  and  how  to  save. 

You  give  a  famishing  man  a  loaf  of  bread — it  is  well,  for  he  must 
have  the  bread  just  then,  or  die;  but,  when  you  give  him  the  bread, 
if  you  also  teach  him  how  he  may  earn  bread  for  himself  and  family, 
and  make  him  do  it,  you  have  put  in  his  hand  a  gift  and  a  power  thai 
are  worth  more  to  him  than  a  thousand  loaves,  for  with  them  he  can 
command  a  loaf  any  other  day  of  his  life.  We  could  wish  to  have 
more  means  and  more  time  to  bestow  in  charity  on  the  poor  and 
deserving  members  of  the  tribe  who  thankfully  receive  little  favors, 
and  faithfully  pursue  the  line  of  conduct  that  would  be  marked  oat 
for  them. 

We  frequently  inculcate  upon  the  minds  of  all  the  importance  of  a 
home — a  permanent  home;  a  comfortable  home,  with  its  thousand 
attractions ;  a  substantial  home,  where  you  can  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
life,  gathered  around  you  by  perseverance  and  industry ;  a  lovely 
home,  the  right  and  title  of  which  is  vested  in  you  and  in  your 
children. 

The  ^* Mission  Indians/'  the  industrious  and  civilized  clctss,  want 
to  sectionize  the  land  of  their  reserve,  and  to  obtain  a  title  in  fee- 
simple,  for  the  following  reasons : 

Ist,  To  have  a  permanent' home  for  themselves  and  their  children. 
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2d.  To  break  up  communism — a  worthless,  lazy  Indian  throwing 
himself  wantonly  on  a  working  Indian  for  support. 

3d.  To  gather  around  them  the  comforts  of  life,  and  to  enjoy  them 
without  mulestation. 

4th.  To  burst  the  bonds  of  tutelage,  and  to  enjoy  the  manly  privi- 
leges of  freedom. 

5th.  To  make  them  look  to  their  farms  for  support,  giving  up 
hunting,  rambling,  and  marauding  with  war  parties. 

6th.  Because  it  plainly  appears  to  them  that  it  is  the  will  of 
Heaven,  and  the  desire  of  the  government,  that  they  should  adopt  the 
modes  and  laws  of  civilized  life. 

Some  certain  prairie  Indians,  medicine  men,  with  painted  faces, 
who  are  opposed  to  Christianity  and  civilization,  and  greatly  in  the 
minority  as  regards  number,  want  to  remain  as  they  are,  and  they  are 
said  to  allege  the  following  reasons : 

1.  Because  they  are  Indians,  and  ought  to  remain  Indians. 

2.  Because  they  live  like  jolly  fellows,  without  working,  without 
laws,  and  without  praying. 

3.  Because  the  Great  Spirit  would  be  angry  with  us  if  we  throw 
aside  our  bow  and  arrow. 

4.  Because  a  little  cabin,  with  a  patch  of  corn  and  pumpkins,  are 
all  the  earthly  goods  we  desire. 

5.  Because  our  braves  must  have  two  squaws  for  wives,  and  occa- 
sionally a  jug  of  whiskey ;  and  if  the  land  be  divided  we  will  be  robbed 
of  those  glorious  liberties. 

6.  Because  we  do  not  dare  break  the  customs  of  our  forefathers  and 
the  solemn  observances  of  our  medicine  bags. 

We  leave  it  to  impartial  judges  to  weigh  the  arguments  on  each  side, 
and  to  decide  where  justice  and  common  sense  belong.  Some  few  su- 
perstitious fellows  are  greatly  alarmed  about  the  land  question,  for 
they  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Christian  Indians  will  carry  their 
point ;  they  are  now  opening  their  eyes  to  their  sinking  fortunes,  and 
they  turn  their  impotent  spite  against  all  those  whom  they  believe  to 
have  been  instrumental  in  putting  the  ball  in  motion.  They  complain 
very  much  against  the  black  gowns  for  making  some  of  their  best  men 
believe  in  the  gospel ;  they  urge  also,  with  a  sneer,  that  the  young 
squaws,  the  school  girls  of  the  mission,  refuse  to  marry  with  their 
young  men  because  they  paint  their  faces  and  wear  a  blanket. 

These  proud  squaws  seek  the  hand  of  a  white  man,  and  their  parents 
and  friends  want  to  divide  the  land,  in  order  to  have  it  to  say  that 
they  own  a  domain  of  two  hundred  acres  apiece  ;  a  great  inducement 
for  young  men  to  take  a  claim  in  the  Pottawatomie  reserve. 
Tours,  respectfully, 

J.  B.  DUERINCK, 
Superintendent  of  Manual  Labor  School. 

Col.  W.  E.  Murphy, 

United  Stales  Indian  agent,  Pottaivatomie  agency. 
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E. 

Beport  of  the  Pottaioaiomie  manual  labor  school  for  boys,  October  1, 
1856,  to  September,  1867. 
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E — Continued. 


Names  of  papils. 


Antoine  Bourbonn&ii . 
George  Kwoshktn . . . . 

NyeTuah 

Basile  Nitnaney 

Naf  wa  Mendoka  . . . . . 

John  Thavany 

8ota  Comas 

Pienne  Abaschii . . . . . 

Tobache  

PaulTokwan 
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Jamei  Nowakoto 
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Peter  Rice 
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Joseph  Emkowin  ... 
Jean  BapCiite  Bruno . 
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Branches  studied. 
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From  October  1,  1856,  till  September,  1857,  we  have  admitted 
seventy-three  Pottawatomie  boys  in  the  male  department  of  St.  Mary's 
mission  school. 

J.  B.  DUERINCK, 
Superintendent  of  Fottawatomie  School. 
September  15,  1857. 
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Y.— Report  of  the  Pottawatomie  female  manual  labor  school,  conducted 
by  the  Ladies  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  October  1, 1856,  to  September,  1857. 


Names  uf  pupili. 


8u8iiDDe  Rice 

Sophia  La  PamloUe 

Zoe  Bruno  

Lbetie  Derosier 

Mary  Derosier 

Charlotte  Le  Tunoe 

Elizabeth  Duchurme 

Mary  Louise  Juois 
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Lucille  BertraDd 

Add  BertraDd 

Lucille  Uyukki 

Mary  Wilmet 
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May  DeleiDe  La  Pamloise . 

May  Deleine  Goslin 

Mary  Sukto 
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Mary  Harden 

Therese  Harden 

Mary  Ann  Joutraod 

Mary  Natchiwa 

Julie  BeaubieD 

Mary  Achema 
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Br&nchei  it  ad  led. 

Names  of  pupili. 
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Number  of  girls  admitted  from  October  1, 1856,  to  September,  1837,  is  92. 

J.  B.  DUERINCK. 
St.  Mari's  MisSiO.t,  Kahsas  Tkrritokt,  iS^ptem^er  14, 1857. 
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No.  78. 


Kansas  Territory,  Baptist  Mission, 

Atigust  25,  1857. 

Sir  :  Please  permit  me  to  make  the  following  report,  viz  : 

We  have  had  ninety  scholars  within  the  last  year — fifty  boys  and 
forty  girls.  About  forty-five  or  fifty  are  pretty  regular  attendants, 
but  the  balance  are  transitory.  We  have  six  boys  studying  arith- 
metic, eleven  reading  and  writing,  twenty-eight  spelling,  and  five  in 
the  alphabet.  There  are  eight  girls  reading  and  writing,  eight  read- 
ing, sixteen  spelling,  and  eight  in  the  alphabet.  The  boys  are  making 
some  progress  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  ;  and  the  girls  are 
improving  in  reading,  writing,  and  sewing. 

I  have  two  teachers^employed — one  male  and  one  female.  J.  G. 
Thompson  is  teacher  in  the  boys'  department,  and  Miss  Malmda 
Arnent  for  the  girls ;  but,  for  the  present.  Miss  Malinda  Holloway 
has  charge  of  the  girls.  I  have  two  hands  employed  on  the  farm, 
James  H.  Jackson  and  William  Christman.  I  have  three  females 
employed  as  cooks  and  housekeepers — Miss  Ann  E.  Jackson,  Miss 
Laura  A.  Jackson,  and  Miss  Cornelia  Holloway. 

We  have  about  eighty  acres  of  land  undef  cultivation,  and  about 
sixty  of  it  in  corn,  the  balance  of  it  in  oats  ;  and,  owing  to  the  drought, 
the  oats  were  very  short.  The  corn  crop  looks  tolerably  well,  but  is 
very  late,  in  consequence  of  the  drought  during  the  summer. 

The  fencing  about  the  farm  is  in  good  order,  but  the  buildinc^s  are 
pretty  much  out  of  repair,  and  the  compensation  that  I  receivers  not 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  repair  them.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  and 
high  prices  of  provisions,  it  scarcely  enables  me  to  defray  the  common 
expenses  of  the  school ,  and,  as  yet,  I  have  received  nothino'  at  all 
for  the  present  year's  services.  ° 

All  of  which  I  respectfully  submit. 

JOHN  JACKSON, 
William  E.  Murphy,  Esq.,  Indian  Agent. 


No.  79. 

Sac  and  Fox  Agency, 

September  l,'l857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report 
for  the  present  year  :  ^ 

The  Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians  numbered,  at  the  spring  payment, 
thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven^  (1,367,)  divided  as  follows  :  354 
men,  386  women,  and  627  children  ;  the  latter  embracing  the  young 
men  and  women  of  the  tribe  who  are  not  **  heads  of  families."  At 
my  first  annual  payment,  which  was  in  November,  1853,  this  tribe 
numbered  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  (1^748,)  which  shows  a 
decrease,  in  three  and  a  half  years,  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
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f381.)  They  own  four  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  two  hun" 
ared  (435,200)  acres  of  land,  situated  about  the  centre  of  the  Territory ; 
it  is  twenty  miles  north  and  south,  and  thirty-four  miles  east  and 
west ;  the  Osage  river  and  its  tributaries  running  through  it  the  long 
way.  If  their  land  was  divided  among  them  equally,  it  would  give 
to  each  one  three  hundred  and  eighteen  (318)  acres. 

I  am  confident  the  whole  tribe  does  not  cultivate  annually  three 
hundred  (300)  acres  ;  nor  do  I  believe  they  ever  will,  so  long  as  they 
receive  the  large  annuity  they  now  do. 

This  tribe  receives  annually  seventy-one  thousand  ($71,000)  dollars 
in  money,  forty  barrels  of  salt,  forty  boxes  of  tobacco  ;  is  supplied  with 
a  gunsmith,  blacksmith  and  assistant,  with  iron,  steel,  &c.,  for  the 
use  of  both  shops  ;  with  ordinary  industry,  and  some  little  manage- 
ment, I  see  no  reason  why  this  tribe  should  not  live  well,  and  eventu- 
ally become  a  wealthy  people  ;  but  it  is  with  them,  as  it  is  with  the 
red  man  generally,  liquor  is  the  great  drawback  upon  their  advance- 
ment in  civilization ;  they  will  give  any  amount  of  money  or  property 
for  it ;  in  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  impossibilities  to  keep  them  from  get- 
ting drunk.  I  have  used  all  the  influence  I  possibly  could  to  induce 
them  not  to  frequent  the  **  doggeries"  which  surround  them,  but,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  it  has  done  but  little  good. 

These  Indians,  with  but  three  or  four  exceptions,  live  in  bark  houses, 
shave  their  heads,  dress  with  the  blanket  and  leggings,  and  universally 
paint;  coming  in  contact  and  living  as  they  have  heretofore  among 
the  whites  appears  to  have  been  of  but  little  advantage  to  them. 
What  little  work  is  done  among  them  the  squaws  do  ;  in  fact,  I  have 
never  seen  a  man  work  since  my  residence  here.  They  go  upon  the 
plains  twice  a  year  to  hunt  the  buffalo  for  meat,  in  the  spring  and  fall. 
Notwithstanding  their  large  annuity  in  money,  and  the  buffalo  meat 
they  get  upon  the  plains,  they  are  frequently  very  short  of  provisions. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  treaty  be  made  with  this  tribe,  and  the 
other  two  small  tribes  within  this  agency,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be 
deemed  practicable.  The  Ottowas,  at  the  payment  made  by  me  last 
fall,  numbered  two  hundred  and  forty-five  (245;)  68  men,  18  women, 
and  99  children,  which  is  an  increase  in  three  years  of  five — though 
I  am  inclined  to  think  a  few  of  their  friends  from  Ohio  have  emigrated 
among  them ;  they  are  at  present  not  on  the  decrease.  These  Indians 
are  all  farmers  without  an  exception  that  I  know  of,  live  in  comforta- 
ble houses,  and  have  a  sufficiency  of  stock  around  them.  They  own 
seventy-four  thousand  (74,000)  acres  of  land,  east  of  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  the  Osage  river  running  through  the  centre  of  it,  and  it  is 
as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  Territory.  If  it  was  equally  divi- 
ded among  them,  each  would  have  three  hundred  and  two  (302)  acres. 
They  draw  annually  twenty-six  hundred  dollars,  besides  some  interest 
upon  money  invested  for  land  sold  since  they  have  removed  here.  A 
portion  of  their  children  they  have  had  at  the  Shawnee  Methodist 
school,  though  I  believe  none  of  them  have  been  during  the  past  year. 
A  school  established  among  them  would  be  of  great  advantage,  as  I 
believe  they  are  anxious  to  educate  their  children.  Several  of  this 
tribe  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church,  a  meeting  being  regularly  kept  up 
among  them ;  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe  is  among  the  preachers. 
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The  Chippewas  of  Swan  Creek  and  Black  River  nambered,  at  tlie 
last  annnal  payment,  forty-two,  (42 ;)  11  men,  11  women,  and  20  chil- 
dren. They  are  all  farmers,  and  live  in  tolerably  good  log  houses. 
Their  land  is  between  that  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  and  Ottowas ;  having 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  which  is  tolerably  good  for  farming  purposes, 
and  well  adapted  for  grazing.  Were  it  equally  divided  among  them, 
they  would  have  one  hundred  and  ninety- eight  (198)  acres  each.  This 
tribe  complains,  and  I  think  justly,  of  their  neighbors,  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  for  stealing  what  few  hogs  they  raise ;  they  say  they  would  raise 
more  stock  but  K)r  this.  They  have  an  annuity  in  money  of  three 
hundred  ($300)  dollars  per  annum,  with  some  trust  money  at  interest, 
which  accrued  to  them  from  the  sale  of  some  lands  left  by  tbem  in  the 
State  of  Michigan.  This  has  been  a  very  dry  season,  there  baring 
been  but  little  rain;  notwithstanding,  I  think  the  Ottowas  and  Chip- 
pewas  will  raise  a  sufficiency  for  a  support  during  the  coming  year. 
They  have  plenty  of  fine  wild  grass  in  the  bottoms  upon  the  Osage 
river,  which  they  are  having  made  into  hay  for  the  purpose  of  winter- 
ing their  stock  during  the  coming  winter. 

Health  has  been  good  within  the  limits  of  this  agency,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  cases  of  measles,  which  proved  fatal  to  a  few  children 
of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  A.  JAMES, 

Indian  Agent, 

Colonel  A.  Cummino, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 


No.  80. 

Kansas  Agency,  September  26,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report 
of  1857: 

The  Kansas  having  made  but  little  advancement  in  civilization 
during  the  past  year,  I  have  therefore  but  little  to  report  concerning 
progress.  Since  their  country  has  been  taken  from  them,  and  occu- 
pied by  the  whites,  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  has  been  on  a  much 
smaller  scale  than  heretofore,  and  even  this  has  been  carried  on  by  a 
few  individuals  only,  who  availed  themselves  of  the  precious  privilege 
granted  them  by  their  kind  friends,  the  "  intruders,'*  to  cultivate 
the  ground  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  do  heretofore ;  and 
some  of  these  Indians  then  only  to  be  deprived  of  the  privile<^of 
reaping  the  fruits  of  their  own  labor. 

As  the  Territory  of  Kansas  becomes  populated,  drunkenness  and 
other  vices  become  more  prevalent.  Their  treatment  has  been  unlike 
that  of  some  tribes  that  were  located  at  an  early  day  in  juxtaposition 
to  the  white  settlements  of  Missouri,  where  provisions,  farming  uten- 
sils, and  the  general  necessaries  of  life,  could  be  easily  obtained,  and 
where  laws  were  provided  and  regularly  enforced  to  prohibit  the  sale 
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of  liquor  to  the  Indians.  They  have  been  placed  upon  the  western 
frontier  of  the  extensive  tract  of  country  which  they  once  owned,  upon 
a  reservation  of  twenty  miles  square,  of  which  about  one-fifth  only  is 
fit  for  cultivation,  and  a  sum  of  eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars  paid 
annually  to  about  nine  hundred  Indians  ;  and  to  what  purpose  is  this 
money  applied  ?  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  about  one-half  is  ex- 
pended among  the  licensed  traders  for  flour,  bacon,  sugar,  and 
cofiee  almost  as  soon  as  it  is  paid  to  the  Indians  ;  whilst  at  almost 
every  side  and  corner  of  the  Indian  reservation,  like  unto  all  others 
in  Kansas  Territory  where  annuities  are  paid  to  Indians  in  specie, 
are  the  little  whiskey  shops,  supplied,  open,  and  ready  to  catch  the 
remaining  half  of  their  money,  which  they  never  fail  to  do. 

There  is  yet  no  school  among  the  Kansas.  Nothing,  in  my  opinion, 
would  be  of  greater  advantage  to  this  tribe  and  tend  more  to  the 
reformation  of  the  wild  Indian  than  a  good  school — a  school  conducted 
somewhat  differently  from  what  that  was  which  they  once  had.  I 
will  make  this  the  subject  of  a  subsequent  communication. 

I  beg  leave  once  more  to  remind  the  government  of  the  fact  that 
the  half-breed  Kansas  reservation  still  remains  in  the  possession  of 
the  intruders.  The  *' half-breed  Kaw"  land  has  been,  and  is  yet, 
the  centre  of  speculative  attractions.  According  to  my  humble  judg- 
ment of  the  matter,  the  persons  who  have  so  independently  and  in 
defiance  of  all  authority  appropriated  this  land  to  their  own  pur- 
poses should  be  promptly  removed,  and  taught  not  to  interfere  here- 
after with  a  country  where  Indians  are  concerned. 

The  sum  ($1,250)  allotted  to  this  agency  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
an  agency  dwelling  is,  I  fear,  insufficient  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing of  suitable  size  and  comfort ;  in  addition  to  this,  there  ought  by 
all  means  to  be  about  seventy-five  acres  of  prairie  land,  broken  and 
fenced,  with  suitable  out-buildings  erected,  for  an  agency  farm. 
There  ought  also  to  be  a  dwelling,  with  some  land  broken  and  fenced, 
for  the  use  of  the  interpreter.  I  have  been  compelled  to  employ  one 
of  the  half-breeds  as  interpreter  for  this  tribe,  but  he  contemplates 
resigning  his  office  on  account  of  inconvenience  to  the  agency. 

There  are  several  individuals,  including  a  majority  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  Kansas  tribe,  who  earnestly  desire  to  live  in  houses  and  have 
farms ;  but,  poor  unfortunate  people,  it  seems  they  get  but  little  or 
no  encouragement. 

The  individuals  whom  I  allude  to  are  honorable,  and  abhor  the 
evil  practices  to  which  others  are  addicted  ;  therefore  I  do  think  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  should  take  some  steps  in  promotion 
of  such  laudable  inclinations  on  the  part  of  these  people.  I  would 
almost  insure  success. 

Hoping  another  twelve  months  may  not  roll  around  without  some 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  things  within  this  agency,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY, 

Indian  Agent. 

J.  Havbrty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  St.  Louis^  Missouri. 
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No.  81. 

Osage  River  Agency,  Kansas  Territory, 

September  12,  1857. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  office  at 
Washington,  requiring  annual  information  from  accredited  agents  in 
regard  to  the  Indian  tribes,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

I  very  much  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  present  a  more 
favorable  picture  of  things  touching  the  present  condition  and  fiitnre 
prospects  of  the  Indians  of  this  agency.  I  had  flattered  myself  with 
the  hope  that,  when  they  ceased  to  hold  their  lands  in  common,  and 
each  head  of  a  family  had  become  the  separate  owner  of  a  tract  in  his 
or  her  own  right,  a  better  state  of  affairs  would  soon  manifest 
itself;  but  in  this  T  have  been  much  disappointed.  It  is  true  t^at 
many,  both  of  Miamies  and  of  the  confederated  bands  of  Weas,  &c., 
are  building  and  preparing  to  farm,  ploughing,  fencing,  &c.,  but  a 
great  many  have  given  way  to  dissipation,  and  are  sinking  themselves 
into  the  lowest  depth  of  degradation  and  depravity ;  and  this  state  o( 
things  seems  to  be  progressing  more  and  more  as  the  Indian  8ettl^ 
ments  become  incorporated  with  those  of  the  white  people.  This  is 
certainly  discouraging. 

During  the  land  sales  here,  and  all  the  time  since,  intoxicating 
drinks  are  made  accessible,  and  can  be  found  at  all  times  by  the  In- 
dians, and  in  almost  any  direction.  Now,  this  state  of  afi'airs  woaM 
exert  a  baleful  influence  among  any  people,  but  more  especially 
among  those  who  are  habitually  idle  and  constitutionally  indolent 
and  licentious.  A  limited  number  of  the  Indians  here  may  possiblj 
withstand  the  temptations  so  completely  within  their  reach,  and  ha^c 
nerve  enough  to  resist  the  poisonous  element  to  which  they  are  ex- 
posed and  with  which  they  are  surrounded,  and,  if  so,  may  becon^e 
tolerbale  citizens;  but  the  majority  of  them  have  not  the  moral  sltm- 
ina  to  save  themselves  under  such  circumstances. 

By  reference  to  two  reports  made  to  the  Indian  office  from  this 
agency,  in  regard  to  the  selections  made  by  the  Indians  of  their  ^^head 
rights j"  it  will  be  seen  that  they  have  taken  nearly  all  the  timber 
land  in  Lykins  county  and  the  northern  portion  of  Linn  county. 
This  is  creating  some  trouble  and  discontent  between  the  Indians  and 
their  white  neighbors ;  the  latter  of  whom  are  becoming  quite  numer- 
ous, the  adjoining  prairies  being  fast  settled  up  by  citizens  from  all 
the  States.  Timber  is  the  cry,  and  timber  they  will  have ;  if  not  by 
fair  play,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  employ  the  opposite  means.  Some- 
thing should  be  done  to  abate  the  evils  which  are  daily  growing  oat 
of  this  state  of  things,  and  to  obviate  the  numerous  complaints  made 
against  the  government  by  both  Indians  and  white  people  ;  and  in 
consideration  of  this  question,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  suggestion  or 
two,  as  a  part  of  the  offspring  of  my  own  observation. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  government  legally,  as 
well  as  morally,  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Indians,  and 
exercise  such  authority  over  them  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote their  advancement  in  the  paths  of  civilized  life  and  good  citizen- 
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ship.  At  the  same  time  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  government  to 
keep  in  view  the  wants  and  necessities  of  her  own  citizens,  and  adopt 
such  policy  as  will  promote  an  early  and  advantageous  settlement  of 
the  country,  when  it  can  be  done  without  injury  or  prejudice  to  the 
rights  of  others. 

There  are  large  bodies  of  timber  land  held  here  by  Indians,  who 

will  never  cut  a  tree  or  make  a  rail,  or  cause  one  to  be  made,  or  occupy 

an  acre,  as  long  as  the  land  stands.     They  are  indolent  inebriates, 

who  travel  about  from  hut  to  hut,  but  can  generally  be  found  near 

some  groggery,  where  they  spend  the  most  of  their  time,  and  all  their 

money,  if  they  have  any.     Now  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  bad  policy  on 

the  part  of  the  government  to  continue  this  kind  of  people  in  the 

ownership  of  lands,  while  industrious  settlers  are  compelled  to  do 

without  timber,  or  resort  to  illegal  means  to  get  it,  thereby  forcing 

them  to  get  feloniously  that  which  they  should  have  an  opportunity 

j      of  acquiring  honestly.     Many  Indians  here  (composing  what  may  be 

I      termed  the  first  class)  are  as  competent,  perhaps,  to  do  business  in  the 

j      ordinary  pursuits  of  life  as  any  equal  number  of  persons  found  in 

j      any  pl&ce;  and  those,  in  my  opinion,  should  have  their  patents  issued 

J      without  restrictions,  allowing  them  to  buy  and  sell,  as  other  people  do. 

J  A  second  class,  less  intelligent  and  without  energy  or  enterprise, 

but  who  have  not  abandoned  themselves  entirely  to  the  allurements 

J     of  the  destroying  dement^  and  who  are  content  in  small  cabins,  with 

fc      an  acre  or  two  enclosed  for  corn,  should  be  permitted  to  reduce  their 

[      quantity  of  land  by  sale  to  any  number  of  acres — say,  not  less  than 

I      forty — if  done  under  proper  guardianship.     There  is  a  third  class, 

I      who  are  lost  to  all  hope,  who  have  made  no  improvements  and  never 

will  make  any,  whose  ownership  of  land  is  a  mere  mockery  and  a 

blight  upon  the  settlement  and  prosperity  of  the  country.     These 

lands,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  entirely  disposed  of,  and  I  would 

suggest  some  such  rule  as  this:  take  the  surplus  land,  or  the  land 

over  forty  acres  of  the  2d  class,  and  all  the  land  of  the  8d  class,  and 

let  the  timber  portion  of  it  be  divided  into  ten,  twenty,  or  forty  acre 

lots,  and  valued  and  sold  to  the  settlers,  and  the  proceeds  secured  for 

the  benefit  of  each  individual  Indian  having  an  interest,  and  be  dealt 

out  to  them  as  necessity  seems  to  require.     In  this  way  the  land  would 

bring  all  it  is  worth,  and  it  would  be  doing  justice  to  the  Indians, 

and  would  greatly  enhance  the  improvement  and  settlement  of  the 

country;  besides,  it  would  keep  Ao-^n  feuds  and  heartburnings,  which 

should  be  discouraged,  if  possible,  between  the  Indians  and  their  pale 

faced  neighbors. 

There  are,  also,  two  national  reserves  in  this  agency  which,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  sold  immediately.  They  are  both  causing  much 
trouble  and  perplexity.  The  Miami  reservation  contains  over  thirty- 
six  thousand  acres,  and  it  is  now  overrun  with  settlers,  many  of  them 
cutting  and  selling  timber,  while  outsiders  are  stealing  all  they  can,  as 
has  been  reported  by  me  to  the  Indian  office  at  Washington,  by  letter 
dated  June  16,  1857.  The  Weas,  &c.,  reservation  contains  over  six- 
thousand  acres ;  but  I  think  there  are  fewer  settlers  on  it  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  land.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  best  remedy  for 
those  evils  would  be  an  immediate  sale. 


478  REPORT  OP   THE 

In  paying  Indian  annuities  and  other  dues  by  the  government,  I 
think  the  policy  should  be  materially  changed.  There  is  one  class 
to  whom  it  may  be  proper  to  pay  annuities  in  cash  ;  but  the  second 
class  should  receive  but  a  small  portion  of  their  quota  in  money,  while 
the  third  class  should  receive  no  part  of  their  annuity  in  cash.  This 
arrangement,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present 
practice,  and  would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  many  to  spend  all  their 
means  at  the  grog-shops.  My  experience  and  observation  here  have 
demonstrated  to  me  most  clearly  that  the  Indians  who  receive  the 
smallest  amount  of  cash  annuities,  having  opportunities  of  acquiring 
the  habits  of  civilized  people,  are  much  better  calculated  to  make  their 
living  by  means  of  industry  and  economy,  and  are  sooner  able  to  h>e 
as  citizens  do  than  those  who  are  receiving  their  thousands  from  the 
government.  This  is  human  nature,  however,  everywhere.  Take  a 
young  man,  for  instance,  raised  by  wealthy  and  indulgent  parents, 
^^born  with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth,*'  and  all  his  wants  supplied 
and  wishes  gratified,  without  any  tax  upon  his  own  ingenuity,  indus- 
try or  enterprise,  and  he  would  be  as  helpless  as  the  Indians,  were  he 
thrown  upon  his  own  physical  or  mental  resources  for  his  support.  If 
it  is  an  object  with  the  government,  therefore,  to  advance  the  moral, 
civil  and  social  condition  of  the  Indian,  and  place  him  upon  a  footing 
of  self-reliance,  in  my  opinion  there  should  be  a  discrimination  in 
paying  cash  annuities,  and  means  employed  which  would  have  a 
greater  tendency  to  bring  into  requisition  their  physical  and  mental 
energies  which  lie  dormant  and  uncultivated. 

The  schools  in  this  agency  are  both  closed,  and  the  children  are 
going  to  destruction  for  the  want  of  them ;  many,  indeed,  are  now  irre- 
trievably lost.  The  Miami  school  has  been  opened  but  a  few  weeks 
since  the  ratification  of  their  late  treaty  in  1853.  During  the  time, 
however,  that  this  school  was  open  the'children  did  well. 

The  neglected  condition  of  these  schools  causes  severe  complaint 
against  the  government  by  the  most  intelligent  portion  of  the  Indians. 
The  Miamies  plead  that  they  have  ample  provision  made  in  their 
late  treaty  for  the  education  of  their  children,  but  they  say  that  they 
have  been  deprived  of  the  use  and  benefit  of  their  school  fund ;  and 
consequently  their  children  have  been  ruined  by  the  negligence,  or 
want  of  attention,  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  office  at  Washington. 
Another  complaint  made  by  the  Miamies  is,  for  want  of  building  mate- 
rial ;  many  of  them  are  building,  or  trying  to  build,  but  cannot  get 
along  without  lumber.  They  want  a  saw-mill,  and  they  contend  that 
they  have  funds  enough  lying  idle  to  build  one.  They  refer  to  a  dead 
fund  which  stands  to  their  credit,  accounted  for  to  the  government 
under  the  following  heads,  viz:  ^^agricultural  assistance,  salt,  tobacco, 
dc.,''  amounting  to  near  |3,000.  These  articles  not  being  furnished 
under  the  existing  treaty,  the  fund  lies  idle.  The  Indians  have  fre- 
quently urged  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner  to  this  mat- 
ter, and  ask  the  application  of  this  fund,  or  a  portion  of  it,  to  the  build- 
ing of  a  saw-mill,  which  I  have  done  at  different  times,  but  more  partic- 
ularly by  letter  dated  February  4, 1857,  which  contained  many  matured 
suggestions  in  regard  to  the  erection  and  management  of  a  mill,  so  as 
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to  make  it  useful  and  beneficial  to  the  Indians;  but  no  answer  has 
yet  been  returned. 

I  have  also  been  ursjed,  over  and  over  again,  to  press  the  opening 
of  the  Miami  school,  or  to  get,  if  possible,  the  attention  of  the  head 
of  the  Indian  office  at  Washington  directed  to  its  condition.  This  I 
have  done  repeatedly,  but  more  particularly  by  letters  written  and 
sent  to  the  proper  department  under  dates  of  1st  and  14th  of  February 
last,  which  contained  suggestions  and  details  which  I  considered 
necessary  to  be  made  to  enable  the  authorities  to  arrive  at  proper 
conclusions,  but  no  response  has  ever  reached  here.  The  Indians 
think  that  they  are  not  answered  because  there  may  be  objections  to  the 
granting  of  their  requests ;  but  this,  they  think,  should  not  deprive 
them  of  a  simple  answer  one  way  or  the  other,  if  it  were  only  three 
lines. 

It  is  true  that  many  important  communications  have  been  trans- 
mitted from  this  agency  through  the  superintendent  at  St.  Louis,  to 
the  Indian  office  at  Washington,  in  which  the  Indians  in  many 
instances  were  deeply  interested,  and  to  which  immediate  answers 
were  necessary,  but  no  answers  have  been  received  to  any  (except  one 
quite  unimportant)  since  February  last,  a  term  of  five  or  six  months, 
although  some  of  them  have  since  been  re-written  and  re-sent.  One 
of  the  most  important  letters,  requiring  an  immediate  answer,  was 
written  and  sent  from  here  to  the  Indian  office  at  Washington,  under 
date  of  12th  of  March  last,  asking  instructions  in  regard  to  certain 
fractions  of  subdivisions  of  lands  which  seemed  to  interpose  difficul- 
ties in  making  the  individual  selections  of  two  hundred  acres  each  for 
the  Miami  Indians.  This  letter  has  never  yet  been  answered,  and  the 
work  had  to  proceed  without  the  much  needed  instructions. 

I  do  not  advert  to  this  disagreeable  condition  of  things  with  a  view 
of  fixing  censure  or  blame  upon  any  particular  person  or  place.  I 
only  report  the  facts  in  part,  that  a  remedy  may  be  sought  and  ap- 
plied. The  causes  are  not  within  my  knowledge  ;  I  can  only  see  and 
feel  the  efiects.  The  mails  may  be  at  fault,  or  the  fault  may  be  else- 
where. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  McCASLIN, 

Indian  Agent. 

John  Havbrty,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs ,  St.  Louis j  Missouri, 


No.  82. 


SOUTHERN  SUPERINTENDENCY. 


Southern  Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Fort  Smithy  Arkansas,  September  24,  1857. 
Sir  :  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  since  my  appointment  as 
superintendent  to  enable  me  to  visit  any  other  of  the  tribes  under  my 
charge  than  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  or  to  make  myself  thoroughly 
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acqaainted  with  the  wants  aod  condition  even  of  these.  Still,  a  long 
residence  near  the  frontier,  and  mnch  intercourse  with  those  tribes 
while  for  several  years  I  held  another  office  under  the  government, 
have  made  me  to  some  extent  familiar  with  them,  their  country,  and 
their  condition,  and  will  be  my  warrant  to  you  for  the  suggestions  in 
this  report. 

Having  been  specially  charged  with  the  duty  of  paying  the  moneys 
due  the"  Indians  in  this  jurisdiction,  I  expected,  on  my  return  from 
Washington,  to  have  been  able  to  pay  those  due  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles  in  the  month  of  June  at  the  furthest,  and  prepared  myself  to  do 
so  ;  but  unexpected  delays  on  the  part  of  the  Creeks  in  the  completion 
of  the  necessary  census  and  rolls  postponed  the  time,  detained  me  in 
the  Creek  and  Seminole  country  until  the  7th  of  September,  and  pre- 
vented me  in  the  meantime  from  undertaking  any  other  dutr  at  a 
distance  from  my  office. 

This  delay,  which  it  was  beyond  my  power  to  prevent,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  moneys  due  the  Creeks,  has  not  allowed  me  yet  to  visit  the 
Wichitas,  and  ascertain  their  condition  and  necessities.  So  soon  as 
I  was  informed  by  the  agent  appointed  for  that  tribe  that  he  had 
qualified  and  executed  his  bond,  I  prepared  and  forwarded  the  neces- 
sary instructions  for  his  guidance.  He  has  not  yet,  I  learn,  repaired 
to  the  country  inhabited  by  that  people — I  cannot  say  to  his  post, 
because  no  place  is  as  yet  specified  where  he  shall  reside. 

The  eastern  line  of  the  country  allotted  to  the  Wichitas,  beino-  the 
98th  degree  of  west  longitude,  is  not  yet  ascertained  and  surveyed, 
nor  is  it  in  my  power  to  ascertain  it,  or  to  fix  upon  any  location  for 
an  agency,  until  I  can  visit  in  person  the  country,  nor  then  without  a 
survey. 

And  as  military  protection  will  be  indispensably  necessary  to  that 
agency — and  I  have  been  advised  that  it  is  probable  a  post  will  be  es- 
tablished there — I  venture  to  recommend  that  the  Indian  bureau  \it<^ 
the  speedy  selection  by  the  War  Department  of  a  proper  locality  for 
such  a  post,  by  an  officer  acting  either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with 
myself,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advisable.  That  being  selected,  the 
agency  should  unquestionably  be  established  at  the  same  place;  and 
if  the  Wichitas  are  to  be  induced  to  become  cultivators  of  the  soil, 
they  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  furnished  with  such  necessary  im- 
plements and  articles  as  may  tend  to  draw  them  from  their  present 
mode  of  life. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  boundary  of  the  98th  degree  should 
be  ascertained,  run,  and  marked  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  many  aud 
obvious  reasons.  The  treaty  of  August,  1856,  also  with  the  Creeks 
and  Seminoles,  provides  for  the  running  and  marking  the  boundary 
lines  of  the  country  belonging  to  each  of  those  tribes,  so  far  as  the 
same  are  not  natural  boundaries ;  and  it  is  quite  important  that  this 
should  be  done  at  once,  in  order  to  prevent  disputes  and  coUisioDS 
growing  out  of  conflict  of  jurisdiction  between  these  tribes,  and  to 
enable  the  Seminoles  to  remove.  There  seems  no  reason  why  this 
very  necessary  survey  should  be  delayed,  and  I  invite  to  it,  and  to  the 
survey  of  the  Wichita  and  Choctaw  boundary,  your  particular  atten- 
tion. 


SECRETARY   OF   THE   INTERIOR.  481 

The  criminal  laws  in  force  in  the  country  occupied  by  these  tribes 
should,  in  my  opinion,  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  their  self- 
government  and  their  self-respect ;  otherwise,  they  but  vex  and  harass 
them,  and  are  inoperative,  bringing  the  authorities  of  the  tribes  into 
<3ontempt.  It  should  be  one  great  object  to  cause  these  authorities  to 
respect  themselves,  to  be  respected  by  their  own  people;  and  the  pow- 
erless are  never  respected,  and  seldom  respectable. 

The  20th  section  of  the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  as  amended  by  the 
2d  section  ot  that  of  March  3,  1847,  punishes  with  imprisonment, 
now  by  a  later  act,  in  the  penitentiary,  and  by  a  fine  of  $500,  any 
person  who  shall  ''sell,  exchange,  give,  barter,  or  dispose  of  any  spir- 
ituous liquor  or  wine,**  to  an  Indian  in  the  Indian  country;  and  with 
like  imprisonment,  and  a  fine  of  $500,  any  person  who  shall  '*  intro- 
duce, or  attempt  to  introduce,  any  spirituous  liquor  or  wine  into  the 
Indian  country,  except  such  supplies  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  and  troops  of  the  service/'  Indians  are 
made  competent  witnesses  in  prosecutions  under  this  section,  and  half 
of  the  penalty  goes  to  the  informer. 

The  provisions  I  have  quoted  are  particularly  broad  and  unquali- 
fied, and  I  am  aware  how  difficult  it  is  to  suggest  any  amendments 
that  shall  prevent  their  being  made  engines  of  injustice  without  im- 
pairing their  efficacy.  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  it  to  those  better 
qualified  than  myself  to  suggest  such  amendments,  and  confine  my- 
self to  pointing  out  some  of  the  grave  evils  of  the  law. 

I  believe  an  Indian  has  been  convicted  under  this  law  for  asking 
another  Indian  to  take  a  glass  of  liquor  with  him  in  his  own  house, 
and  that  upon  the  information  of  the  person  so  invited. 

I  believe  it  has  been  ruled  under  the  law  that  no  spirits  can  be  car- 
ried into  the  Indian  country  for  medicinal  purposes ;  that  to  carry  the 
smallest  quantity  across  the  frontier  exposes  the  party  to  the  penalty 
of  the  law;  that  a  captain  of  a  steamboat  is  liable,  whose  boat  takes 
liquor  within  the  Indian  country,  though  wholly  without  his  knowl- 
edge, it  being  hidden  in  the  centre  of  a  cask  filled  with  rice  or  some 
similar  article  ;  and  that  a  merchant  is  equally  liable  when  his  clerk 
conveys  a  box  of  claret  across  the  frontier  contrary  to  his  orders  and 
without  his  knowledge.  These  rulings,  in  the  absence  of  any  power 
of  appeal,  become  the  law  ;  and  it  must  be  admitted  they  are  consist- 
ent with  the  letter.  For,  by  that  letter,  if  any  person  gives  the  least 
quantity  of  liquor  or  wine  to  an  Indian,  even  if  it  were  necessary  to 
save  his  life,  he  is  liable;  and  the  law  does  not  use  the  word  **  know- 
ingly '*  in  connexion  with  the  words  *'  introduce,  or  attempt  to  intro- 
duce.'* 

By  that  letter,  if  even  a  superintendent  or  agent  invites  a  chief  to 
drink  a  glass  of  wine  with  him  at  his  table  at  dinner,  he  is  liable  to 
be  fined  $500,  half  going  to  the  informer,  and  to  be  imprisoned  in 
the  penitentiary  of  Arkansas,  among  felons,  for  two  years. 

And  by  that  letter,  if  a  person  about  to  travel  through  the  Creek 
or  Cherokee  country,  on  his  way  to  California  or  elsewhere,  takes  into 
it  but  one  bottle  of  claret  or  a  flask  of  brandy,  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of 
$500  and  imprisonment  in  the  same  penitentiary  for  one  year.  An 
Indian  is  thus  liable  who  purchases  in  Arkansas  the  smallest  quantity 
31 
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of  either  for  his  table  or  for  medicinal  purposes  and  carries  it  to  his 
home. 

To  these  defects  in  the  law  in  one  direction  are  united   defects  in 
another.     Such  *^  supplies  may  be  introduced  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
the  oflScers  of  the  United  States  and  troops  of  the  service."     What 
supplies,  and  what   quantity  of  supplies,  are  necessary   for  either, 
would  be  a  difficult  question  for  judicial  determination.     Who  are 
**  officers  of  the  United  States"    is  another.     Whether   the   latter 
phrase  includes  even  agents  may  be  doubted  ;  and  it  would  hardly  in- 
clude surveyors  and  engineers,   with  their  parties,    surveying  the 
boundaries  of  these  tribes  or  the  lines  of  railroads  ;   and  it  is  well 
known  that  under  this  vague  clause  supplies  of  liquors  are  contina- 
ally  sent  into  the  Indian  country  for  persons  who  could  not  themeelves 
introduce  them  under  cover  of  direction  and  consignment  to  ''officew 
of  the  United  States." 

If  it  be  possible  (of  which  I  will  not  presume  to  judge)  so  toUmit 
the  law  as  to  apply  it  only  to  the  vending  of  liquor,  even  under  the 
guise  of  a  gift,  and  its  introduction  in  quantity  for  sale,  these  evils 
would  be  avoided ;  and  if  that  cannot  be  done,  certainly  exceptioDB 
should  be  made  that  might  to  some  extent  remedy  them,  so  that  hos- 
pitality in  one's  own  house  should  not  be  punished,  and  that  travellers 
and  emigrants  might  carry  with  them  their  stores  for  their  own  use. 

It  would  be  better  there  should  be  no  law  on  the  subject  at  all  than 
that  some  convictions  should  have  been  had  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge.  I  greatly  doubt  the  policy  of  encouraging  the  Indians 
to  turn  informers  by  tempting  them  with  the  offer  of  half  the  price, 
I  do  not  think  it  tends  to  elevate  their  morals  or  respectability,  or  to 
promote  peace  and  harmony  among  them. 

But  I  am  as  sensible  as  any  one  can  be,  from  a  long  experience  on 
the  frontier  and  much  official  intercourse  with  the  Indians^  of  the  im- 
portance to  their  well-being  of  preventing  the  introduction  into  their 
country, /or  sale  therein,  of  spirituous  liquors.  The  authorities  of  the 
different  tribes  are  equally  sensible  of  this  ;  and  I  should  regret  it  as 
deeply  as  they  would  if  any  suggestion  of  mine  should  impair  the 
efficiency  of  the  laws  on  the  subject.  But,  as  in  case  of  other  too 
stringent  laws,  the  law  in  this  case  often  defeats  itself ;  and  its  in- 
justice in  one  case  being  felt  and  evident,  it  comes  to  be  regarded  as 
unjust  in  all,  and  as  an  enemy  to  be  warred  against.  In  the  case  of 
such  laws,  it  is  always  most  important  to  have  as  few  persons  as  pos- 
sible interested  to  defeat  them,  and  as  many  as  possible  interested  to 
maintain  them  in  their  integrity. 

Desiring  to  see  the  law  enforced  in  all  proper  cases,  I  have  regretted 
the  abandonment  of  the  post  at  Fort  Gibson.  The  entire  absence  of 
troops  in  the  Cherokee  country  give  ample  facilities  for  the  introduc- 
tion, by  unprincipled  persons,  of  any  quantity  of  liquor  into  that 
nation,  and  thence  among  the  Creeks.  It  will  not  be  long  until  liquor 
can  be  procured  at  every  place  of  indifferent  repute  in  the  former,  and 
disturbances  and  crimes  will  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence. 

And,  moreover,  organized  bands  of  thieves  will  traverse  and  hide 
in  the  country,  stealing  horses  from  the  Creeks,  and  committing  other 
depredations  elsewhere  ;  and  all  this,  notwithstanding  ^the  exertions 
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of  the  Cherokee  authorities,  limited  and  ineflScient  as  their  power  to 
punish  white  men,  and  even  negroes  resident  among  them,  is  under 
the  present  law.  I  am  satisfied  that  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and 
good  order  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  military  post  at  or  near 
Fort  Gibson  is  indispensably  necessary.  That  locality  is  noted  for 
excessive  heat  in  summer,  and  has  always  been  rescarded,  and  proba- 
bly not  without  reason,  as  extremely  unhealthy.  This  no  doubt  arises 
from  its  being  on  the  north  side  of  Arkansas  river,  near  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Neosho  with  that  river.  It  is  my  opinion  that  a  cool  and 
eligible  locality  for  a  post  can  be  found  at  or  near  Frozen  Rock,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  a  point  equally  as  suitable  as  the  site  of 
Fort  Gibson  ;  and  I  strongly  recommend  that  you  urge  upon  the  War 
Department  the  immediate  establishment  of  a  post  at  that  or  some 
other  proper  place  near  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  line. 

If  a  post  is  not  established,  it  seems  to  me  indispensable  to  the 
maintenance  of  order,  and  of  the  eflSciency  and  official  respectability 
of  the  several  agents,  that  provision  should  be  made  by  which  they 
may,  when  necessary,  employ  a  sufficient  police  force  to  compel  obe- 
dience to  their  orders,  to  remove  improper  persons,  to  search  for  liquor 
introduced,  and  to  apprehend  and  convey  to  the  place  of  trial  oflfenders. 

Provision  ought  also  to  be  made  for  the  distribution  of  the  personal 
estate  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  domiciled  and  dying  in  the 
Indian  country,  as  by  the  general  law  all  personal  property,  including 
slaves,  is  distributed  according  to  the  law  of  the  council.  It  may 
happen,  as  at  least  in  one  case  it  has  happened,  that  large  amounts 
of  property  must  be  distributed  according  to  Creek  or  Cherokee  law, 
I  suppose  it  might  be  provided  that  it  should  be  distributed  according 
to  the  law  of  the  State  in  which  it  may  be  at  the  person's  death  ;  and 
if  in  the  Indian  country,  according  to  the  law  of  the  State  in  which 
he  last  resided,  unless  he  have  married  in  the  Indian  country,  and  in 
that  C€ise  according  to  the  Indian  law  ;  and  an  administrator  ap- 
pointed in  such  estate  should  be  empowered  by  law  to  act  in  the 
**  Indian  country,"  and  have  afforded  them  the  means  of  obtaining 
and  securing  the  property  of  the  deceased  found  there. 

It  not  unfrequently  occurs  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  travel- 
ling in  the  Indian  country,  or  temporarily  there,  die,  leaving  personal 
effects  there  of  a  perishable  nature,  which  ought  immediately  to  be 
taken  charge  of  and  preserved.  In  such  cases  there  is  no  one  author- 
ized to  take  possession  of  such  effects,  and  consequently  they  are 
wasted  and  destroyed,  to  the  great  loss  of  those  who  are  perhaps  ill 
able  to  bear  it.  If  it  were  enacted  by  law  that  every  Indian  agent 
should  within  his  jurisdiction  be  invested  with  the  power  of  adminis- 
tration so  far  as  to  collect  and  receive  such  property,  pay  expenses  of 
last  sickness  and  burial,  and  account  to  and  settle  with  the  proper 
administrator  or  executor  regularly  appointed  elsewhere,  this  evil 
would  be  remedied. 

Persons  charged  with  criminal  offences  committed  in  the  Indian 
country  are  apprehended  and  taken  into  a  State  or  Territory  to  be 
examined  and  committed,  bailed  or  discharged.  This  is  often  a  great 
hardship  on  innocent  parties,  and  even  on  those  committing  minor 
offences,  and  the  source  of  very  considerable  loss  to  the  United  States. 
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It  is  also  often  necessary  to  take  affidavits  and  depositions  ia  the 
Indian  country ;  and  the  interests  of  individuals  and  of  the  public 
would  be  subserved  if  every  Indian  agent  were  made  by  law  a  com- 
missioner of  the  district  or  circuit  court  within  whose  jurisdiction  he 
is  stationed,  with  power  to  issue  warrants  of  arrest  and  subpoenas 
for  witnesses  for  appearance  either  before  himself  or  the  court,  and  to 
examine,  commit,  admit  to  bail,  or  dischargee  persons  brought  before 
him  charged  with  offences  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
if  each  were  also  made  by  law  a  commissioner  of  the  court  of  claims, 
with  the  additional  capacity  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds, 
administer  oaths,  and  take  affidavits  and  depositions  to  be  used  in 
any  of  the  States  whose  laws  shall  recognize  him  as  competent  to 
do  so. 

Property  stolen  in  the  adjoining  States  often  finds  its  way  into, 
and  is  disposed  of  in,  the  country  of  these  tribes,  and  the  property  of 
citizens  of  one  of  the  tribes  is  often  stolen  and  carried  into  the  country 
of  another.  The  owner  coming  to  reclaim  it  finds  the  agent  power- 
less, the  law  having  given  him  no  authority  to  act  in  the  premises. 

The  owner  ought  to  have  his  property  promptly  returned,  and  not 
be  compelled  to  adopt  the  slow  and  often  inefiectual  proceeding  pro- 
vided by  the  intercourse  law,  which,  moreover,  in  giving  him  an  ulti- 
mate remuneration  out  of  the  annuity  of  the  tribe,  often  punishes  the 
innocent  community  for  the  offence  of  an  individual,  which  it  had  not 
the  power  either  to  prevent  or  punish.  In  all  such  cases  the  agents 
should  be  invested  with  the  judicial  power  of  investigating  the  facts, 
and,  upon  proper  proof  made,  of  seizing  and  restoring  the  property, 
subject,  if  it  be  thought  advisable,  to  an  appeal  to  the  superintendent, 
or  an  appeal  might  be  allowed  to  the  district  court.  Indeed,  the 
powers  of  the  superintendents  and  agents,  and  military  officers  in  the 
Indian  country,  in  every  possible  case  that  can  occur,  ought  to  be 
carefully  and  accurately  defined  by  law.  Powers  undefined  are  dan- 
gerous, and  no  officer  ought  to  be  exposed  by  the  law  leaving  his 
power  in  doubt,  either  to  refuse  his  intervention  when  justice  demands 
it,  and  so  to  fall  into  contempt,  or  to  act  at  his  peril ;  when,  if  wrong, 
he  may  by  such  action  be  ruined,  and  if  right  he  gains  little  thanks.*^ 

Indians  too  poor  to  employ  counsel  are  often  tried  before  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  frontier  States,  and  the  government  having  for 
many  years  refused  to  allow  compensation  to  counsel  appointed  by 
the  court  to  defend  them,  none  but  the  junior  members  of  the  bar 
consent  to  do  so,  by  whose  incompetency  the  prisoner  is  sometimes 
denied  justice.  If  the  Indian  is  to  be  subjected  to  a  law  which  he  had 
no  part  in  making,  of  which  generally  he  knows  nothing,  and  the 
justice  of  which  ne  cannot  appreciate,  the  government  ougnt  at  least 
to  furnish  him  competent  counsel ;  and  that  it  may  do  so,  should  pro- 
vide for  paying  such  counsel  a  reasonable  compensation.  Further 
provision  is  also  necessary  in  regard  to  witnesses  for  defence  in  crimi- 
nal cases.  Too  many  difficulties  are  interposed  to  the  procurement 
of  subpoenas  by  defendants  for  witnesses  to  be  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  number  allowed  is  too  limited.  Those  summoned,  but 
not  entitled  to  be  paid,  will  not  attend,  and  thus  the  accused  are 
often  deprived  of  important  testimony;  for  if  witnesses  are  summoned 
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ibove  the  number  provided 

•e,  they  receive  no  pay,  no 

Indian  can  rarely  give  bail, 

1   in  jail  until  the  trial,  it  is 

'   >nld  have  as  speedy  a  trial 

ing  witnesses. 

'i^v  and  justice  to  these  tribes 

tvict  courts  in  their  country — 

"I   the  Creek  country,  for  the 

<  hoctaw  country,  for  Choctaws 

iiiiited  civil  jurisdiction.     This 

security  among  them  in  regard 

iice  or  strengthen  their  desire  for 

iikrent  form  of  government. 

liction  of  the  circuit  and  district 

states  should  be  enlarged.     Mer- 

ijiso  goods  and  otherwise  contract 

tates,  and  as  soon  as  they  pass  the 

N  in  their  hands,  which  the  seller 

transitu,  are  beyond  the  reach   of 

w  ith  Indians  who  contract  debts  in 

liere  the  title  to  which  is  in  dispute. 

Iiould  be  given  the  circuit  or  district 

where  the  plaintiff  is  a  citizen  of  a 

'    to  issue  its  process  mesne  and  final 

the  Indian  country,  so  to  make  the 

:i  of  the  property  effectual. 

1    -  have  been  for  many  years  entitled, 

,    to  ♦Irlegates  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 

rr -^-"i.     If  such  delegates  had  been  allowed 

ii  HiL^   the  last  ten  years,  very  large  sums  of 

savi'd  to  them  which  they  have  been  com- 

-  iHiil  u^^ents  employed  to  prosecute  their  just 

And  justice,   I  think,  requires  that  they 

h  It  ii:!it(  ?4^one  for  the  Cherokees,  one  for  the 

-»,  and  iMK>  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 

this  Ih  ihr  United  States  would  be  but  trifling, 

lanrt  thr  s^t'lt-respect  of  these  tribes  and  increase 

IP  ^^ivminietit. 

incka^aws.  Cherokees,  and  Creeks  are  not  thus, 

jLin  d  n]toii  a  different  footing  in  relation  to  the 

iiat  whitli  they  now  occupy,  it  is  of  the  last  im- 

i\  sniiie  [iiMYtsions  of  the  intercourse  laws  should 

it  uf  a  district  court  at  Van  Buren,  a  few  miles 

lu'e  a!n!  Chi>rtaw  boundary,  and  the  decision  that 

(^t   tlie  Uiiitid  States  enacted  for  the  District  of 

force  in   the  Indian  country,  were  followed  by  a 

e  in  the  iiiuuber  of  prosecutions  for  offences  com- 

in  the  cntuitry  occupied  by  these  tribes.     Stringent 

ig  suiiemd'h.il  to  stringent  provisions  of  law,  that 
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country  was  traversed  in   every  direction   by  deputy  marshals,  tt 
great  and  unprecedented  expense  to  the  government,  and  the  jails 
overflowed  with  prisoners.     The  Creeks  were  on  the  point  of  resorting 
to  violent  measures  to  protect  themselves  against  what  they,  perhap 
unreasonably,  deemed  invasions  of  their  rights  ;  and  throughout  all 
these  tribes  there  yet  remains  a  firm  and  settled   conviction  thai 
injustice  is  done  them  by  our  laws  and  the  mode  of  their  administra- 
tion.    The  laws  that  govern  in  their  country  are  precisely  the  saise 
as  those  that  are  in  force  in  that  occupied  by  the  rudest  and  nw^ 
uncivilized  tribes.     No  greater  consideration  is  shown  for  them  than 
for  the  Blackfeet,  and  no  evidence  is  exhibited  in  the  law  that  ther 
are  regarded  as  anymore  competent  to  govern  themselves  than  fk 
Indians  of  Oregon. 

The  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws  have  regular  coagtita- 
tions  that  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  any  of  the  mtV 
western  States.  They  have  imitated  us  in  the  separation  and  appot- 
tionment  of  the  different  powers  of  government  ;  they  have  their 
regular  legislatures  and  courts  of  justice;  they  enact  written  laws; 
they  have  their  schools  and  institutions  of  learning.  The  Creeb 
have  not  advanced  so  far,  but  they  have  laws  and  a  settled  govern- 
ment ;  and  all  these  tribes  and  the  Seminoles  have  "become  a  settled 
people,  no  longer  living  by  hunting,  but  cultivating  The  soil. 

It  is  very  evident  that  any  code  of  laws,  all  the  provisions  of  whici 
apply  alike  to  these  people  and  the  barbarous  heathen  tribes  of  the 
mountains,  the  northwest,  and  the  Pacific  coast,  must  be  imperfect, 
and,  in  many  respects,  injudicious,  in  regard  either  to  one  or  the 
other  ;  and  the  evils  complained  of  by  these  tribes  are  agora vated  bj 
the  fact  that,  for  an  erroneous  opinion  of  the  district  *^court,  con- 
sequent whereon  is  a  deprivation  of  liberty,  or  even  loss  of  life,'ther« 
is  no  possible  redress  by  appeal,  or  by  any  other  mode  known' to  the 
laws,  but  its  decisions  and  rulings  are  absolutely  final.  I  have  9^^ 
enough  of  judicial  proceedings  while  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
courts  at  Little  Rock,  and  since  that  time,  to  be  entirely  satisfied  that 
the  Department  of  the  Interior,  as  the  protector  of  the  Indians,  ought 
to  recommend  and  urge  the  allowance  of  an  appeal,  in  criminal  CMea, 
from  the  judgments  of  the  district  courts  to  the  Supreme  Court  fet- 
tered, where  an  Indian  is  the  appellant,  with  as  few  restrictions' ani 
obstructed  by  as  few  impediments,  as  possible. 

The  present  law  gives  to  superintendents,  agents,  and  suh-agents 
the  exclusive  power  to  grant  licenses  to  trade  in  the  Indian  country, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  while  it 
still  authorizes  the  former  officers  to  refuse  it,  if  they  are  satisfied  it 
would  be  improper  to  permit  theapplicantto  reside  in  thelndian  country. 
The  reasons  which  may  compel  a  rejection  of  an  application  by  the  local 
officer  may  well  be  such  as  are  imperative  and  ample,  and  yet  of  such 
a  nature  that  they  cannot  be  embodied  in  specihc  facts  and  allega- 
tions. It  is,  therefore,  wholly  impossible  for  the  Commissioner  to  act 
knowingly  as  an  appellate  tribunal  in  these  cases.  The  legislatures 
of  the  nations  are  not  consulted  in  regard  to  these  licenses,  deeply  as 
their  people  are  interested  therein,  and  competent  as  they  themselves 
are  to  judge ;  and  an  agent  may,  contrary  to  their  remonstrances, 
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permit  persons  to  reside  among  them  as  traders,  whom  they  regard, 
and  justly  regard,  as  improper,  and  their  presence  injurious  to  their 
people.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  such  licenses  should,  in 
all  cases,  be  granted  by  the  agent,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
legislatures,  or  council,  and  without  any  appeal  to  the  commissioner 
in  case  of  rejection. 

In  my  opinion,  also,  a  special  exception  should  be  made  in  regard 
to  persons  bringing  provisions,  tools,  and  agricultural  implements 
into  the  country  for  sale,  of  whom  no  license  should  be  required. 

The  act  of  1834,  like  the  earlier  acts,  applies  to  all  the  *' Indian 
country"  *'  so  much  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  provides  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  within  the  sole  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States."  Under  this  provision  it  was  held, 
until  the  contrary  was,  some  three  years  since,  declared,  by  act  of 
Congress,  that  the  criminal  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  applied 
in  the  Indian  country,  west  of  Arkansas  ;  and  many  prosecutions  were 
commenced,  and  some  convictions  had,  for  oflfences  punishable  by 
those  laws  alone. 

The  Indians  are  entitled  to  know,  otherwise  than  by  such  a  refer- 
ence, what  provisions  of  the  criminal  laws  are  in  force  in  their  coun- 
try. They  have  no  lawyers  to  inform  them,  if,  indeed,  even  a  lawyer 
can  say  with  certainty;  and  they  remain  as  ignorant  on  the  subject  as 
if  the  laws  were  set  up  at  such  a  height  that  they  could  not  be  read. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that,  instead  of  this  provision,  it  is  but  com- 
mon justice  to  the  illiterate  Indian  that  the  criminal  laws  to  which 
he  is  subject  should  be  distinctly  specified  in  a  brief  and  simple  code, 
within  the  comprehension  of  them  all ;  and  also  that  the  progress 
which  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  at  least  have  attain- 
ed, makes  it  proper  that  the  punishment  of  misdemeanors  and  minor 
offences  committed  within  their  limits,  no  matter  by  whom,  being  infrac- 
tions of  their  law,  should  be  entrusted  to  their  own  tribunals.  Many 
worthless  men  who  now  infest  the  Indian  country  would  no  longer  do 
so  if  thus  made  subject  to  their  laws  and  no  longer  shielded  by  privi- 
lege. It  is  also  provided  by  the  law  that  thecriminal  laws  thus  adopted 
*' shall  not  extend  to  crimes  committed  by  one  Indian  against  the 
person  or  property  of  another  Indian. ' '  There  have  always  been,  from 
a  period  immediately  following  the  first  settlements  in  North  America 
by  the  whites,  many  white  men  permanently  domiciled  in  the  Chero- 
kee, Creek  and  Chickasaw  nations;  many  of  them  have  intermarried 
there,  and  their  children  are  recognized  as  Indians.  Some  of  them 
are  naturalized,  and  I  venture  to  submit  that  the  law  ought  to  be  so 
amended  as  that  every  white  man,  not  a  government  officer,  or  em- 
ployd,  settling  permanently  in  these  nations,  and,  at  least,  those  mar- 
rying them,  should  be,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  criminal  code, 
regarded  as  Indians,  subject  to  the  Indian  laws,  and  not  entitled  to 
any  peculiar  protection  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The  In- 
dians think,  and  justly  think,  that  those  who  voluntarily  come  into 
and  settle  in  their  country  ought  to  be  subject  to  their  laws  and  tri- 
bunals. I  also  submit,  considering  their  importance,  that  the  terms 
**  white  man"  and  **  Indian"  need  to  be  defined  ;  an  Indian  indicted 
for  murder  is  charged  in  the  indictment  with  killing  a  person  who 
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was  a  ''  white  man,  and  not  an  Indian/'     The  allegation  is  material, 
and  his  life  may  wholly  depend  on  its  truth.     Whether   the  term 
* 'white  man''  would  include  a  person  whose  father  was  an  Indian  or 
half-breed,  and  his  mother  white,  or  one  whose  mother  was  an  Indian 
or  half-breed,  and  his  father  white,  are  important  questions  which 
ought  not  to  be  left  to  be  settled  at  some  time  when  a  man's  life  is  at 
stake.     So  there  are  many  persons,  both  in  the  present   Creek  and 
Cherokee  country,  or  who  may  hereafter  go  there,   who,    Creeks  or 
Cherokees  by  birth  and  blood,  have  been  or  still  are   citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  North  Carolina,  Georgia,  or  Alabama,  hy  treaty  or 
statute;  whether  they  would  be  deemed  Indians,  so  that  an  offence 
committed  against  them  by  an  Indian  could  not  be  tried  by  the  United 
States  courts,  or  whether  their  citizenship  would  entitle   them  to  be 
redressed  in  those  courts,  and  to  decline  the  jurisdiction  of  theludiaQ 
courts,  are  also  grave  questions  that  should  be  settled  in  advance. 

Among  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  in  particular,  are  also  maiiy 
negroes  of  unmixed  African  blood,  and  many  persons  partly  of  t\iat 
blood  free,  and  enjoying  the  rights  among  the  Indians  themselves  of 
citizenship,  intermarrymg  with  the  latter  and,  sharing  their  annui- 
ties and  other  moneys  ;  an  offence  committed  by  one  of  these  a<^st 
the  person  or  property  of  an  Indian,  and  vice  versa,  is,  by  the  letter 
of  the  law,  punishable,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  evident  that  this  should  not  contin- 
ue to  be  the  case,  but  that  over  these  persons  the  Indian  tribunals 
should  have  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

I  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  money  invested  in  stocb 
by  the  United  States,  of  which  mention  is  made  in  the  report  of  the 
Creek  agent,  '*being  the  proceeds  of  lands  reserved  by  the  treaty  of  1832 
for  those  Creeks,  who,  being  orphans,  were  neither  heads  of  families  nor 
members  of  families;''  it  seems  evident  to  me  that  they  belong  to 
those  who  were  orphans,  or  those  who  represent  those  who  were  or- 
phans at  the  date  of  the  treaty.  Those  persons  have  for  several  years 
claimed  the  monyes,  and  the  Creek  authorities  do  not  contest,  I  under- 
stand, but  admit  their  right  to  receive  them;  and  it  is  understood  that 
the  sum  of  $200, 000  would  not  have  been  set  apart  by  the  treaty  of  1856^ 
for  school  purposes,  but  for  the  expectation  that  these  ( rphan  moneys, 
the  interest  of  which  had  for  some  time  been  paid  to  the  nation  for 
these  purposes,  would  be  paid  over  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive 
them.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  payment  to  them  ought  not  to  be 
longer  delayed. 

Time  is  of  no  value  to  the  Indians,  and  they  are  proverbially  dila- 
tory and  inert.  If  I  should  be  required  to  pay  all  moneys,  annuities 
included,  payable  to  the  tribes  in  my  superintendency,  that  duty  will 
occupy  almost  the  whole  of  my  time,  and  require  my  almost  constant 
absence  from  my  oflSce.  This  doubling  the  labor,  and  increasing  ten- 
fold the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  the  superintendent,  is  not  accom- 
panied by  any  increase  of  compensation  over  that  received  by  former 
oflScers  who  had  no  active  duties  to  perform,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  needed 
to  leave  their  office. 

I  have  received,  and  herewith  transmit,  the  reports  made  to  me, 
for  the  present  year,  by  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  Creeks,  Semi- 
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noles,  and  the  Indians  of  the  Neosho  agency,  with  the  reports  to  them 
from  teachers  and  others  accompanying  the  same ;  and  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  them  for  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  tribes  under 
their  charge. 

The  advances  made  by  the  principal  tribes  in  this  superintendency 
towards  civilization  have  been  heretofore  represented  to  your  oflSce  in 
colors  quite  sufficiently  flattering,  and  admitting  of  no  additions  by 
myself.  I  have  been  struck  with  the  great  order,  quiet  and  sobriety 
of  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles  at  their  payments.  They  are  all  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  farming  ;  wear  the  appearance  of  comfort,  and  are 
evidently  well  disposed  and  peaceful.  But  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
is  a  certain  point,  not  far  in  advance  of  that  which  the  Choctaws  have 
already  reached,  and  far  in  the  rear  of  that  occupied  by  intelligent 
free  communities  of  our  own  race,  at  which  the  progress  of  all  these 
tribes  must  cease,  unless  their  natural  and  individual  relations  with 
our  government,  and  the  tenure  of  real  estate  are  wholly  changed  ;  and 
he  will  be  their  truest  friend  who  shall  convince  them  that  while  they 
continue  aliens  and  dependents,  and  wards  of  the  United  States,  and 
while  there  is  among  them  no  individual  property  in  fee  in  land,  they 
can  never  aspire  successfully  to  a  civil  condition  much  higher  than  that 
which  they  have  already  attained. 

So  long  as  they  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  their  rights 
of  property  must  remain  insecure  against  invasion  ;  the  doors  of  the 
federal  tribunals  being  barred  against  them  while  wards  and  depend- 
ants, they  can  only  partially  exercise  the  rights  of  free  government^ 
or  give  to  those  who  make,  execute  and  construe  the  few  laws  they  are 
allowed  to  enact,  dignity  sufficient  to  make  them  respectable.  While 
they  continue,  individually,  to  gather  the  crumbs  that  fall  from  the 
table  of  the  United  States,  idleness,  improvidence,  and  indebtedness 
will  be  the  rule,  and  industry,  thrift,  and  freedom  from  debt  the  ex- 
ception. And  the  utter  absence  of  individual  title  to  particular  lands 
deprives  every  one  among  them  of  the  chief  incentive  to  labor  and 
exertion,  the  very  mainspring  on  which  the  prosperity  of  a  people 
depends  ;  while  that  land,  which,  if  convertible  into  money,  would  be 
the  largest  source  of  individual  wealth,  as  it  has  been  to  all  the 
western  States,  is  wholly  without  a  value,  except  so  far  as  little  por- 
tions of  it  are  cultivated,  as  much  so  as  a  mine  that,  though  discovered, 
remains  unworked. 

The  Choctaws,  it  is  understood,  are  prepared  to  receive  and  assent 
to  the  provisions  of  a  bill  introduced  three  years  since  into  the  Senate 
by  Senator  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  for  the  creation  of  the  Territories 
of  Chah-la-kee,  Chah-ta,  and  Muscokee,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  hoped 
that  that  or  some  similar  bill  may  be  speedily  enacted.  I  am  satisfied 
that  all  its  important  provisions  are  indispensable  to  induce  these  tribes, 
or  any  of  them,toaccept  it.  A  territorial  bill,  in  the  ordinary  form,  they 
would  unhesitatingly  reject.  But  if  they  can  once  be  induced  to  con- 
sent that  their  lands  shall  be  surveyed,  and  then  to  dispose  by  means 
of  their  own  land  offices,  and  at  their  own  prices,  of  a  part  of  them, 
leaving  to  each  individual  in  the  tribe  an  ample  quantity  for  all  his 
needs,  and  making  that  absolutely  inalienable  for  a  long  term  of  years, 
forbidding,  also,  and  annulling  any  contract  for  leasing  or  renting 
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such  individual  lands,  so  that  the  whites  shall  have  no  possible  temp- 
tation to  interfere  therewith,  one-half,  or  two-thirds  of  their  lands 
may  thus  be  disposed  of,  making  every  individual  in  the  tribe  wealthy. 
Their  country,  a  far  finer  one  than  Kansas,  will  thus  become  settled 
by  men  who  will  honestly  have  purchased  their  lands  ;  tbe  Indians, 
being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  having  among  them  courts  of 
the  United  States,  will  be  fully  protected  ;  and  all  else  tbat  can  be  de- 
sired will  follow  in  time  and  of  course. 

The  Choctaws  have  adopted  a  new  constitution,  vesting  tbe  supreme 
executive  power  in  a  governor,  who  has  been  elected.  It  is  understood 
that  this  change  has  been  made  preparatory  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
bill  already  mentioned. 

It  is  undoubtedly  well  to  continue  the  system  of  paying  smali  an- 
nuities to  the  unsettled  and  wandering  tribes  that  do  not,  to  aDj great 
extent,  accumulate  property*.  But  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  tins 
system  is  positively  injurious  to  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  ChickasawB, 
and  Creeks. 

The  small  sum  which  each  head  of  a  family  is  annually  to  receire 
is  generally  disposed  of  to  some  merchant  long  before  it  is  paid,  and 
if  not,  is  immediately  expended  for  articles  of  no  permanent  benefit. 
If  not  paid  per  capita^  it  is  used  to  pay  governmental  expenses  that 
ought  to  be  otherwise  met;  whereas,  if  a  respectable  sum  is  paid  an 
Indian  of  these  tribes,  he  will  purchase  property  with  it,  which  re- 
mains to  him,  is  of  permanent  and  substantial  benefit,  and  attracts 
him  more  and  more  towards  a  civilized  and  settled  life.  The  sooner, 
too,  that  feeling  of  dependence,  and  as  it  were,  pauperism,  which  the 
annual  payment  of  these  small  sums  keeps  up,  is  done  away  with,  the 
sooner  will  these  people  learn  to  rely  on  their  own  resources,  and  aim 
to  rival  their  white  neighbors.  Everything  possible  should  be  done 
that  can  tend  to  induce  them  to  make  that  great  change  in  their 
policy  which  necessity  is  forcing  upon  them,  of  opening  their  country 
to  settlement,  and  assenting  to  a  united  territorial  form  of  govern- 
ment. 

A  large  portion  of  the  articles  and  goods  distributed  to  these  In- 
dians have  always  been  worthless  to  them.  Blankets  are  useful  and 
desired,  but  most  other  articles  they  invariably  dispose  of  for  nominal 
prices,  and  they  have  always  been  merely  a  source  of  speculation  to 
traders.  The  system  of  supplying  such  articles  to  these  tribes,  ought, 
in  my  opinion,  to  cease. 

I  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  every  way  of  benefit  to  them,  if  the 
payment  of  all  annuities  were,  also,  at  once  to  cease;  and  if  the  capital, 
that  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum  will  produce  these  annuities,  were  at 
once  paid  to  them  per  capita^  the  money  would  be  converted  into  ne- 
groes, horses  and  cattle,  and  the  poor  Indians  would  no  longer  neglect 
their  farms  and  live  on  the  expectancy  of  their  small  annuities. 

They  also  desire  that  all  funds  held  for  them  by  the  government 
for  educational  and  other  special  purposes  should  be  invested  in  sol- 
vent State  stocks,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  that  interest  be 
paid  them  without  the  annual  appropriation,  which  keeps  up  the  idea 
of  dependence.  Their  leading  men  well  understand  that  money  is 
worth  more  than  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  they  have  made  the 
calculation  and  found  that,  for  example,  the  $200,000,  which  is  by 
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the  treaty  of  1856,  to  be  invested  for  school  purposes  for  the  Creeks, 
would  purchase,  at  the  present  market  prices,  Louisiana  State  stocks, 
having  some  twenty  years  to  run,  about  the  sum  of  $223,480  in  bonds 
of  that  State,  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  ono  half  payable  semi- 
annually, and  giving  them  in  each  year  $13,408  interest,  instead  of 
$10,000,  which  they  now  receive  from  the  government;  so  that  if  that 
sum  were  thus  invested  they  would  realize  nearly  7 J  per  cent,  per 
annum  interest  on  their  $200,000,  one  half  payable  every  six  months; 
and  when  the  bonds  matured,  $223,480Jto  be  again  invested  in  lieu 
of  $200,000. 

The  Creek  and  Seminole  authorities  have  expressed  to  me  their  rea- 
diness to  send  delegates  of  their  best  men  to  Florida,  as  by  the  treaty 
of  1856  they  have  agreed  to  do,  to  induce  the  Seminoles  yet  remaining 
there  to  emigrate.  They  certainly  have  every  inducement  to  do  so, 
as  upon  such  emigration  depends  the  payment  to  the  Creeks  of 
$200,000,  and  the  increase  of  the  Seminole  investment  for  annuity 
from  $250,000  to  $500,000.  It  is  for  you  to  determine  whether  these 
delegates  shall  be  sent,  and  if  so,  when.  If  at  all,  it  should  be  done 
in  time  for  them  to  reach  Florida  by  the  time  when  cool  weather  com- 
mences, and  they  must  act  unconnected  with  any  troops.  They  posi- 
tively refuse  to  go  with  an  officer  of  the  army,  believing  that  any  con- 
nexion with  the  army  will  render  their  efforts  useless.  The  number 
sent  should  not  be  less  than  a  hundred,  and  means  should  be  placed 
here  to  make  those  who  go  an  advance  on  their  compensation  to  ena- 
ble them  to  procure  the  proper  outfit.  The  importance  of  this  subject, 
which  was  the  controlling  cause  for  making  the  treaty  of  1856,  makes 
me  not  hesitate  to  allude  to  it  and  to  urge  speedy  action;  and  I  am 
also  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Creeks,  who  say  that  the  government 
ought  either  speedily  to  permit  them  to  endeavor  to  effect  that  re- 
moval, as  they  have  agreed  to  do,  or  to  pay  them  their  money,  since  it 
is  not  their  fault  that  no  steps  are  taken  towards  their  removal. 

I  regard  it  as  extremely  uncertain  whether  the  Seminoles  now  in 
the  Creek  country  will  remove  to  their  new  country,  although  I  was 
assured  that  most  of  them  would  do  so.  While  their  removal  is  un- 
certain, I  presume  that  no  buildings  for  an  agency  will  be  erected 
either  at  the  present  place  or  in  the  country  provided  for  them.  There 
being  no  residence  for  the  present  agent,  he  has  been  absent  from  his 
post  during  almost  the  whole  of  his  present  term  of  service;  and  unless 
the  new  agency  is  at  once  established,  which  I  do  not  advise,  it  would, 
in  my  opinion,  be  the  best  policy  to  require  the  Creek  agent  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  agent  for  the  Seminoles,  so  long  as  they  remain,  as 
they  now  are,  in  the  Creek  country.  He  could  easily  do  so,  and  this 
would,  I  think,  ntrongly  tend  to  induce  them  to  remove. 

I  also  invite,  particularly,  your  attention  to  the  indispensable  neces- 
sity of  the  immediate  erection  of  a  building  at  or  near  Fort  Smith 
as  an  office  and  place  of  security  for  the  public  moneys  at  this  super- 
intendency.  There  being  no  proper  place  here  in  which  to  deposit 
the  moneys,  nor  any  building  obtainable  sufficiently  secure,  and  a 
very  large  sum  of  money  having  been  constantly  on  hand  since  I  en- 
tered upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  have  been  compelled  to  employ  a 
constant  guard  of  three  persons  (really  an  insufficient  number)  day 
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and  night  for  the  protection  of  the  moneys.  Additional  sums  are 
now  on  hand,  received  from  Agent  Cooper,  and  I  am  notified  that 
further  sums  will  soon  be  remitted.  The  responsibility  is  too  great,  the 
cost  to  the  government  considerable,  and  the  moneys  still  insecure. 
The  rent  of  the  building  at  present  occupied  is  $250  per  annum,  and 
the  cost  of  guards,  at  the  lowest  wages  at  which  reliable  men  can  be 
procured,  will  be  at  least  $2,000  per  annum,  while  $7,500  would  erect 
a  fire-proof  building  of  sufficient  dimensions,  suitable  for  an  office  and 
affording  all  the  necessary  accommodations.  An  appropriation  was 
once  made  to  erect  such  a  building,  but  the  sum  appropriated  was  de- 
voted to  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building  at  the  Choctaw  agency.  I 
respectfully  urge  upon  your  consideration  the  necessity  of  a  new  ap- 
propriation for  the  purpose  suggested  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  buildings  at  the  dif- 
ferent agencies  in  this  jurisdiction.  I  have  been  compelled,  in  making 
the  payment  to  the  lower  Creeks,  to  procure  a  room  elsewhere  than  at 
the  agency,  there  being  none  there  proper  for  the  purpose.  The 
agent's  residence  there  consists  of  but  four  rooms,  two  of  them  of  lo*^ 
and  two  framed,  and  the  whole  rather  below  what  a  comfortable  In- 
dian farmer  would  deem  respectable  for  himself.  The  out-buildiogs 
are  mere  hovels.  At  the  Seminole  agency  there  are  two  miserable 
log  huts,  of  one  room  each,  both  on  the  point  of  falling  down,  and 
neither  of  them  inhabitable.  I  do  not  know  the  condition  of  the 
buildings  at  the  other  agencies. 

The  agents  occupy  responsible  positions  and  are  vested  with  import- 
ant powers.  The  chiefs  expect  to  receive  at  their  hands  some  degree 
of  hospitality,  which  the,  inadequacy  of  the  compensation,  and,  still 
more,  the  buildings  they  do,  or  do  not,  occupy,  forbid  them  to  extend. 
It  is  to  the  interest  of  the  government  that  the  Indians  should  regard 
the  agents  with  consideration  and  respect,  and  they  would  naturally 
be  much  more  inclined  to  do  so  if  they  saw  the  government  providing 
them  with  residences  somewhat  more  in  keeping  with  their  position 
and  with  the  dignity  of  the  government  itself.  Wherever  there  are 
permanent  military  posts,  there  are  convenient  and  comfortable  quar- 
ters for  the  officers;  and  at  every  important  Indian  agency  there 
should  be  a  respectable  residence  for  the  agent,  with  an  office  separate 
from  it  in  which  to  make  payments  and  transact  other  business. 

I  also  suggest,  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  a  change  in 
the  mode  of  paying  the  travelling  expenses  of  agents  and  superintend- 
ents, and  of  the  adoption  of  the  system  practised  as  to  those  of 
officers  of  the  army.  For  much  of  the  actual  expenditure  even  in  the 
States,  and  still  more  in  the  unsettled  Indian  country,  no  vouchers 
can  be  procured;  and  when  the  actual  expenses  only  are  allowed, 
there  is  a  continual  temptation  and  opportunity  to  make  out  false  ac- 
counts, which,  indeed,  constantly  becomes  necessary  to  enable  the 
officer  to  obtain  what  will  remunerate  him  for  expenses  incurred. 
The  system  is  a  demoralizing  one  that  soon  blunts  the  sense  of  official 
honesty ;  and  even  on  the  score  of  economy  it  would  be  far  better  to 
adopt  that  which  obtains  in  the  War  Department  for  expenses  of 
travel  and  transportation.  The  requiring  of  continual  certificates 
of  the  party  interested  is  as  great  an  evil  as  that  of  frequent  affidavits. 
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I  think  also  that  it  will  be  fouml  necessary  to  establish  a  military 
post  on  the  Seminole  frontier,  for  tlie  same  reasons  that  require  one  in 
the  Wichita  country,  to  secure  them  against  the  incursions  of  the 
hostile  wandering  tribes,  and  enable  them  to  cultivate  the  soil  in 
peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELI  AS  RECTOR, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City, 


No.    83. 

Office  United  States  Neosho  Agency, 

August  31,  1857. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, I  now  submit  my  annual  report. 

There  has  been  no  marked  advancement  among  the  Senecas  of 
Sandusky  during  the  past  year,  more  than  that  they  have  opened 
some  more  ground  for  cultivation,  and,  from  present  appearances,  I 
would  suppose  they  will  raise  an  abundance  of  corn  for  their  own 
consumption. 

They  number  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  souls — ninety 
males  and  eighty-five  females.  The  Wyandotts,  from  Kansas 
river,  numbering,  I  should  think,  about  two  hundred,  have  been 
emigrating  from  their  old  homes  and  settling  upon  the  lands  of  the 
Senecas,  by  invitation  from  the  Senecas,  with  the  expectation  of  being 
permitted  to  purchase  a  suflScient  quantity  of  land  from  the  said 
Senecas  for  them  to  live  upon  and  cultivate. 

A  majority  of  the  Wyandotts  who  have  moved  to  this  country  are 
very  intemperate,  drinking  whiskey  most  constantly  ;  their  example 
will  have  the  tendency  of  causing  many  of  the  Senecas,  who  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  drinking,  of  becoming  also  intemperate. 

The  Wyandotts  have  a  plenty  of  money,  and  all  persons  who 
are  acquainted  with  Indian  character  know  that  they  part  with  their 
money  very  freely  for  any  thing  they  may  think  they  want.  What 
disposition  they  have  made  of  their  lands  at  their  old  homes  I  know 
not. 

The  mixed  band  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  of  Lewistown,  number 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  souls — one  hundred  and  nineteen  males 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  females.  These  i)eople  have  a  fine 
country  of  land,  well  watered  and  timbered,  and  may  be  considered 
very  good  farmers,  raising  sufficient,  when  seasons  are  favorable,  for 
their  own  consumption  ;  they  have  also  cattle,  horses,  and  hogs, 
which  they  occasionally  dispo-e  of  to  the  cattle  buyers,  who  frequent 
this  country  from  a  distance. 

The  same  old  difficulty  as  relates  to  a  division  of  their  land  and 
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money  still  continues,  and  I  presume  it  will  continue  as  long  as 
certain  individuals  are  living  of  the  tribe,  or  so  long  as  they  remain 
a  confederated  band. 

My  experience  in  Indian  affairs  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
matters  not  how  small  tribes  may  be,  they  should  never  be  united 
with  others,  but  be  kept  separate  and  apart  upon  their  own  lands  or 
reservations,  but  adjoining  each  other,  so  they  may  be  neighbors. 

The  Quapaws  number  about  four  hundred  souls  in  all,  but  only 
about  one-half  of  that  number  are  living  on  their  land  within  this 
agency ;  the  balance  are  on  the  north  fork  of  the  Canadian,  in  the 
Creek  country,  where  they  have  been  living  for  some  time. 

In  my  letter  to  the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  I  set  forth  the  wishes  of  the  Quapaws,  as  relates  to  the 
disposition  of  their  country,  &c.  This  tribe  is  making  but  very  Jittle 
advancement,  diminishing  in  number,  though  I  must  say  that  they 
are  a  very  peaceable  and  well  disposed  people. 

The  Great  and  Little  Osages  number  about  three  thousand  five 
hundred  souls — fifteen  hundred  males  and  two  thousand  females. 
Their  country  is  mostly  prairie,  the  principal  timber  being  on  the 
Neosho  river  and  its  tributaries.  Rock,  Hickory,  and  Le  Bete  creeks; 
the  Verdigris  and  its  tributaries  ;  the  Arkansas  and  its  tribntaries. 
This  tribe  is  literally  a  wild,  hunting,  roving  band  of  people, 
subsisting  most  entirely  from  the  chase.  Stealing  horses  moslly 
from  other  tribes  is,  in  fact,  a  natural  occupation  with  them  since  the 
organization  and  settlement  of  Kansas  Territory.  Whiskey  has  be«i 
introduced  on  the  north  of  them,  immediately  on  their  border,  in 
addition  to  that  which  has  been  on  their  eastern  or  west  line  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  for  many  years,  and  conducted  by  the  most  debased 
and  unprincipled  men,  bartering  with  the  Osages  for  their  horses,  &c. 

It  is  also  carried  into  the  nation  by  some  of  the  half-breeds  in  large 
quantities,  which  is  out  of  the  power  of  an  agent  to  prevent  on 
account  of  the  extent  of  their  country. 

There  are  now  no  forts  or  troops  nearer  than  Fort  Smith,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  distant  on  the  south,  or  Fort  Leavenworth, 
nearly  two  hundred  miles  distant  on  the  north. 

If  I  had  the  means  to  employ  Indians  as  sentinels  on  their  borders, 
I  could  prevent  its  introduction ;  but  in  no  other  way  can  I  conceive 
that  it  can  be  prevented  with  the  present  laws  of  Missouri. 

The  Osages  complain  most  bitterly  about  the  great  number  of  people 
passing  through  their  country,  since  the  establishment  of  Kansas  Ter- 
ritory, in  every  direction,  killing  and  destroying  the  bufialo  and  other 
game,  and  from  which  I  apprehend  a  collision  will  take  place  between 
the  Indians  and  our  citizens,  if  continued  under  the  present  situation 
of  affairs. 

I  would  suggest  that,  as  the  Osage  country  is  within  the  bounds  of 
Kansas,  it  would  remedy  matters  somewhat  if  the  government 
would  make  a  liberal  treaty  with  them,  purchasing  a  portion  of  their 
country,  thereby  reducing  their  territory,  and  marking  its  bound- 
aries distinctly  with  stone  monuments,  that  all  might  at  a  glance, 
both  Indians  and  citizens,  know  where  their  rights  extend. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  able  report  of  Rev.  John  Schoenmakers, 
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superintendent  of  the  Osage  Catholic  Mission,  whose  views  of  the 
Osages  I  most  fully  concur  in.  His  long  residence  immediately  in 
their  midst  amply  qualifies  him  in  giving  instructive  information, 
and  of  a  most  reliable  character. 

This  school  is  doing  much  good  among  the  Osage  children,  where 
we  are  to  look  for  improvement,  if  at  all,  in  this  tribe.     The  report 
of  the  farmer  for  the  Quapaws  is  also  herewith  enclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDKEW  J.  DORN, 

United  States  Neosho  Agent. 
Col.  Elias  Rector, 

Supt,  Indian  Affairs^  Fort  Smithy  Arkansas, 


No.  84. 

Osage  Manual  Labor  School, 

August  25,  1857. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  annual  report,  I  see  no  change  in  the  condition 
of  the  Osage  tribe  of  Indians. 

Indolence  and  drunkenness  cling  to  them  with  tenacity.     Their 
intercourse  with  the  whites  is  the   occasion  of  introducing  boldly 
among  them  intoxicating  and  adulterated  spirits,  which  will   soon 
cause  a  greater  mortality  than  was  ever  witnessed  before.     The  few 
principal  chiefs  see  the  evils  which  soon  must  follow,  but  their  advicea 
to  the  young  men  are  slighted.     Unfortunately,  many  of  the  Osages 
have  of  late  years  disregarded  their  lawful  chiefs,  and  chosen  for 
themselves  leaders  more  inclined  to  rapacity.     The  nation,  formerly 
divided  in  four  or  five  large  towns,  is  now  cut  up  into  many  small 
bands.    Robberies  upon  the  white  settlements  are  to  be  expected,  and 
if  the  damages  done  by  such  bands  of  Indian  robbers  are  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  nation  at  large,  the  evils  will  only  be  increased,  because 
the  Indians  are  fully  aware  that  till  now  no  punishments  have  been 
adjudged  to  a  thieving  Indian.     Or  if  retaliation  is  to  supersede  the 
law — if  bands  of  white  men  are  permitted  to  punish  the  provoked 
Indians^-enmity  and  revenge  may  increase,  but  justice  will  never  be 
meted  to  them ;  the  injured  men  will  seldom  recover  their  own  ; 
malefactors  only  will  have  the  profits.     Whilst  I  foresee,  with  pity, 
the  speedy  annihilation  of  the  grown  Osages,  our  hope  only  rests 
upon  the  rising  generation.     The  number  of  children  in  our  school  is 
larger  than  in  former  years. 

We  have  in  the  male  department  forty-one  Osage  and  thirteen 
Quapaw  children;  all  receive  board,  tuition,  and  clothing.  Two 
presiding  teachers  instruct  them  in  the  following  branches  of  plain 
English  education:  spelling,  reading,  penmanship,  history,  grammar, 
arithmetic,  geography  and  atlas,  of  course  in  proportion  as  they  ad- 
vance in  learning ;  they  are  also  taught  manual  labor;  three  clergymen, 
attached  to  the  institution,  teach  them  the  Christian  doctrine,  and 
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watch  every  opportunity  to  instill  into  their  minds  the  maxims  of 
morality. 

In  compliance  with  the  late  regulations  of  the  honorable  Commis- 
sioner, I  will  set  down  the  names,  the  time  of  entrance  into  school, 
and  the  present  age  of  each  child,  but  will  leave  you  to  give  a  state- 
ment of  their  improvements,  as  witnessed  in  our  public  examinations. 

In  1849,  entered  school,  Jon.  W.  Michel,  aged  15  years;  Joseph 
Nangrushe,  aged  16  years ;  Thomas  Mongeon,  aged  13  years. 

In  1850,  entered  school,  Henry  Steben,  aged  13  years. 

In  1851,  entered  school,  Edward  Penn,  aged  13  years. 

In  1852,  entered  school,  John  Blake,  aged  14  years;  Peter  Casse, 
aged  15  years. 

In  1853,  entered  school,  William  Corner,  aged  12  years;  John 
Mongeon,  aged  11  years;  Charles  Brugie,  aged  12  years ;  MUecour 
Papir,  aged  13  years;  Joseph  Tuatzekoui,  aged  10  years. 

In  1854,  entered  school,  William  Mathes,  aged  10  years;  Jacob 
Swiss,  aged  12  years;  Joseph  Entire,  aged  9  years;  Joseph  Lambert, 
aged  9  years ;  Paul  Bront,  aged  11  years ;  Antony  Penn,  aged  8  years; 
John  Ross,  aged  13  years;  Louis  Camville,  aged  10  years;  Petro 
Deconsolacion,  aged  14  years;  Alexander  Baltimie,  aged  13  years; 
Andrew  Camville,  aged  8  years. 

In  1855,  entered  school,  Louis  John  Basille,  aged  9  years;  Isaac 
Mongeon,  aged  8  years;  Charles  Nankeinke,  aged  7  years;  Louis 
Okushe,  aged  8  years;  Joseph  Chouteau,  aged  10  years;  Charles 
Chouteau,  aged  9  years. 

In  1856,  entered  school,  Jasper  Hallowey,  aged  7  years;  Francis 
Mongroin,  aged  7  years;  J.  Bt.  Mongroin,  aged  6  years;  Julian 
Tremble,  aged  7  years;  Francis  Tremble,  aged  8  years. 

In  1856,  entered  school,  Peter  Laforce,  aged  7  years;  Petry  Tzinza- 
gre,  aged  8  years  ;  Joseph  Baltimie,  aged  6  years. 

In  1857,  entered  school,  Joseph  Poughtompe,  aged  7  years;  John 
Paul  Numpoutze,  aged  8  years ;  Lucian  Woester,  aged  6  years ;  Louis 
Baltimie,  aged  15  years. 

Some  of  the  above  named  children  have  been  at  times  absent  from 
school,  as  may  be  seen  by  recurring  to  my  quarterly  accounts. 

List  of  Quapaiv  children. 

In  1853,  entered  school,  Vincent  Valley,  aged  15  years;  Ernest 
Hankakahike,  aged  14  years;  August  Groudahi,  aged  14  years; 
Aloysius  Goudanika,  aged  9  years ;  Bernard  Sanikohike,  aged  10  years; 
Joseph  Wazintzida,  aged  12  years;  Ambrose  Gonnee,  aged  16  years; 
Alphonsus  Wagkondatzida,  aged  12  years. 

In  1856,  entered  school,  William  Valley^  aged  9  years;  Thomas 
Kahikenanshi,  aged  7  years;  Francis  Kagchetonka,  aged  10  years; 
Theodore  Watitahanka,  aged  9  years. 

In  1857,  entered  school,  Raymond  Shonkenesghonda,  aged  9  years. 

The  female  department  numbers  thirty-five  Osage  and  eleven 
^Quapaw  children,  who  are  daily  taught  the  same  branches  of  educa- 
tion by  religious  ladies,  knovru  as  the  Sisters  of  Loretto.  A  part  of 
•each  day  is  employed  "by  ox^e  ot  o\)cv^x  c^^  'Ocvfc  \i\\i^  Sisters  in  teach- 
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ing  the  girls  sewing,  knitting,  &c.  These  help  in  making  all  the 
male  and  female  garments  used  by  the  school  children ;  some  assist 
the  Sisters  at  the  dairy,  others  in  the  kitchen ;  they  are  taught  every 
branch  of  housewifery;  part  of  the  recreation  hours  is  given  to  vocal 
music,  to  drawing,  or  refined  needle-work;  being  always  under  the 
guidance  of  a  Sister,  and  obliged  to  associate  with  their  appointed 
companions,  they  contract  within  a  short  time  the  habit  of  speaking 
the  English  language. 

List  of  female  children. 

In  1848,  entered  school,  Rose  Wellington,  aged  15  years;  Julia 
Michel,  aged  14  years. 

In  1849,  entered  school,  Julia  Swiss,  aged  14  years  ;  Ellen  Mitze- 
gehe,  aged  14  years. 

In  1850,  entered  school,  Mary  Lucy  Albert,  aged  15  years. 

In  1852,  entered  school,  Rachel  Jaco,  aged  11  years ;  H.  C.  Vic- 
toria Whitehair,  aged  10  years;  Elizabeth  Creatomme,  aged  10 years. 

In  1853,  entered  school,  Sophia  Spot,  aged  10  years ;  Augustine 
Bront,  aged  9  years. 

In  1854,  entered  school,  Susan  Captain,  aged  10  years;  Pelagia 
Blake,  aged  9  years ;  Amanda  Mougrain,  aged  7  years ;  Julia  Ann 
Swiss,  aged  9  years  ;  Bernice  Clemon,  aged  12  years  ;  Agnes  demon, 
aged  12  years ;  Louisa  Baltimie,  aged  15  years  ;  Janette  Baltimie, 
aged  10  years  ;  Ellen  Baselle,  aged  8  years. 

In  1855,  entered  school,  Sanse  Bigheart,  aged  10  years  ;  Josephine 
Baltimie,  aged  7  years  ;  Mary  Brier,  aged  7  years  ;  Sophia  Downie, 
aged  8  years  ;  Philomena  Entire,  aged  6  years ;  Margaret  Bella,  aged 
5  years. 

In  1856,  entered  school,  Sarah  Mongrain,  aged  15  years  ;  Adeline 
Woester,  aged  8  years  ;  Mary  Basille,  aged  7  years  ;  Angeline  Penn, 
aged  7  years ;  Victoria  Barnebe,  aged  7  years ;  Pelagia  Wasashi, 
aged  6  years. 

In  1857,  entered  school,  Rosalia  Blake,  aged  6  years  ;  Sarah  Brier, 
aged  5  years ;  Rosalia  Michel,  aged  6  years ;  Jane  Greatomme 
Enumpeton,  aged  6  years. 

List  of  Quapaio  female  children. 

In  1853,  entered  school,  Mary  Magdaline  Valley,  aged  12  years  ; 
Barbara  Gotommi,  aged  10  years  ;  Catharine  Maikashitika,  aged  11 
years  ;  Mary  Rose  Ann  Matikkitan,  aged  10  years. 

In  1855,  entered  school,  Josephine  or  Mary  Joseph  Valley,  aged  8 
years. 

In  1856,  entered  school,  Theresa  Shakemitagshe,  aged  7  years ; 
Rosalia  Wagkonda,  aged  16  years. 

In  1857,  entered  school,  Mary  Lucille,  aged  6  years ;  Mary  Jane 
Manshika,  aged  10  years  ;  Sarah  Wakonda,  aged  10  years ;  Mary 
Museashinka,  aged  11  years. 

By  recurring  to  my  quarterly  register,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  of 
said  female  children  have  been  alwent  from  acVvooV  Axvc* vci^  ^  ^V^<^ 
32 
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quarter  of  a  year  or  longer.  Such  of  the  Osage  and  Quapaw  children 
as  have  entered  school  at  the  age  of  six  or  seven  years  have  always 
heen  more  successful  in  their  education  than  those  who  entered  afto 
their  eighth  year ;  we  also  educate  two  boys  and  a  girl  belonging  to  the 
New  York  nation,  and  two  Cherokee  girls.  We  seldom  take  in  chil- 
dren of  other  nations,  although  much  pressed  upon  us  ;  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  five  named  children  we  could  not  refase.  The  nun- 
her  of  pupils  being  larger  than  in  former  years  we  have  been  obliged  to 
disregard  our  means  and  unsettled  position,  and  have  just  fimished  an 
additional  house  for  the  female  establishment. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  SCHOENMAKERS. 
Major  A.  J.  Dorn. 


No.  85. 

Neosho  Agency,  Quapaw  Nation,  Atigust  18,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  submit,  as  requested  by  you,  a  brief  report  of  the 
farming  operations  among  the  Quapaw  tribe  of  Indians.  Th«e 
Indians  have  in  cultivation  about  two  hundred  and  fifly  acres  in  fields 
varying  in  size  from  four  to  thirty  acres,  which  they  cultivate  by 
ploughing  in  the  spring  with  large  ploughs,  when  they  have  a  team 
sufficient,  otherwise  it  is  ploughed  with  one-horse  ploughs,  which  do 
very  good  work  where  the  Indians  take  sufficient  interest  to  try  and 
do  it  as  it  should  be. 

Their  lands  are  of  the  best  quality,  being  composed  of  rich  bUci 
soil,  such  as  is  usually  found  in  river  and  creek  bottoms  of  the  west, 
and  is  very  productive,  being  well  adapted  to  the  growth  of  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  rye,  and  potatoes. 

During  last  spring  nearly  all  the  Indians  that  make  any  preten- 
sions towards  farming,  and  those  that  had  no  ploughs,  were  furnished 
with  new  ones,  the  iron  work  being  done  by  their  blacksmith  and  the 
wood  work  by  myself ;  thereby  placing  the  means  at  their  dispowl, 
with  all  the  aid  and  information  in  my  power  to  encourage  them  to 
habits  of  industry,  showing  them  the  necessity  of  cultivating  the 
soil.  However,  I  would  say  that  many  of  the  Quapaws  have  for  seve- 
ral years  been  employed  in  farming,  and  have  raised  a  sufficient  supply 
for  themselves  and  families.  This  season  I  think  there  will  be  m 
abundance  raised  by  them  for  their  support,  their  wheat  and  oat  crop 
having  been  good,  and  the  present  prospect  for  corn  is  very  flattering. 

The  average  yield  per  acre  of  corn  is  about  forty  bushels  wheat 
fifteen,  and  oats  thirty,  and  the  disposition  they  make  of  their'surplo* 
is  to  feed  it  to  those  that  have  none  or  will  not  work.  As  they  ait 
very  liberal  in  that  way,  so  long  as  one  has  anything  they  all  have. 

The  Quapaws  have  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs,  which  are  of  good  stodi 
and  great  benefit  to  them.  They  usually  put  up  prairie  hay  for  their 
cattle  in  the  winter  and  thereby  save  their  grain  for  other  purposes. 
It  is,  however,  a  lamentable  fact  that  many  of  these  Indians  dispose 
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of  much  of  their  stock  for  whiskey,  which  is  a  great  drawback  upon 
their  advancement,  and  an  evil  that  cannot  well  be  remedied. 

Could  they  be  induced  to  see  the  evils  arising  from  such  a  course, 
and  be  led  to  forsake  it,  and  all  of  them  devote  their  time  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  how  different  would  be  their  situation  !  In  a  few 
years  they  would  become  a  happy  and  prosperous  people,  and  be  able 

to  subsist  entirely  upon  the  productions  of  their  own  soil.     They  all 

have  very  comfortable  houses  or  cabins  to  live  in,  far  better  than  many- 

of  the  whites  now  living  upon  the  frontier.     There  were  several  acres 
of  new  ground  broken  last  spring  by  the  Indians,  and  I  am  inclined 
to  think  they  are  beginning  to  see  the  necessity  of  more  exertion  upon 
their  part  to  make  a  living  by  cultivatiug  their  lands. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JAY  L.  FRENCH, 
Farmer  fcT  Quapawa. 
Major  Andrbw  J.  Dorn, 

United  States  Indian  Agent, 


No.  86. 

Tahlequa,  Cherokee  Nation,  September  8,  1857. 

Sir  :  As  nothing  of  interest  has  occurred  within  this  agency  since 
my  last  annual  report,  this  must  necessarily  be  brief. 

Good  health  has  prevailed  in  this  nation  until  the  last  few  months. 
Since  that  time  fevers  and  other  diseases  have  prevailed,  owing,  I 
think,  to  the  unusual  wet  weather  and  the  overflow  of  the  streams 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  which  has  caused  many  deaths 
among  the  children.  The  farming  portion  of  the  community  have 
this  season  been  well  paid  for  their  labor  by  the  largest  yield  of  corn, 
wheat,  and  oats  ever  known  here. 

The  frequent  rains  during  the  latter  part  of  summer  have  destroyed 
large  quantities  of  wheat  and  oats  which  were  shocked  and  stacked  in 
the  fields.  This,  I  trust,  will  induce  the  Cherokees  to  build  barns,  of 
which  they  stand  greatly  in  need  ;  however,  their  surplus  of  bread- 
stuffs  will  be  sufficient  to  partially  supply  some  of  the  neighboring 
States  and  Territories  where  crops  are  deficient. 

The  Cherokees  are  turning  their  attention  more  to  stock  raising, 
and  are  improving  the  breed  by  importing  full  and  half-bloods  from 
Missouri  and  other  western  States.  There  have  been  several  thousand 
head  of  cattle  and  a  considerable  number  of  ponies  driven  from  the 
nation  during  the  past  spring  and  summer,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
former  to  California.  Their  country  is  admirably  adapted  to  this 
branch  of  industry.  The  educational  interest  is  suffering  from  the 
want  of  means,  the  two  higher  schools  having  been  discontinued. 
The  friends  of  this  cause  are,  however,  looking  forward  to  the  sale  of 
the  ''  neutral  land"  to  the  United  States  government,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  they  hope  so  to  replenish  their  school  fund  as  to  be 
enabled  to  place  the  means  of  education  within  the  reach  of  every 
family  in  the  nation.     I  trust  their  expectation  will  be  fully  realized. 


No.  87. 

Park  Hell,  Chbrokbb  Natun,  September  14    1857. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  soliciting  information  respect- 
ing the  present  state  of  the  temperance  cause  in  the  Cherokee  nation, 
reached  me  on  the  11th,  but  I  have  not  found  it  convenient  to  reply 
at  an  earlier  day. 

And  now  my  communication  must  be  much  more  barren  of  facts  tf 
to  the  nation  at  large  than  I  could  wish.  The  last  annual  meeting  of 
the  Cherokee  temperance  society  was  held  at  Tahlequah  on  the  16tb 
of  October,  1856.  Reports  presented  from  different  parts  of  the  nt- 
tion  showed  that,  on  the  whole,  encouraging  progress  had  been  made 
during  the  year,  tYiO\ig\i  nol  \\i  «>i«t^  ^w\..     kn %svxUiary  society  ex- 
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The  election  for  members  of  the  national  council,  and  otber  officers; 
is  just  over  ;  it  passed  off  quietly,  and  good  feelings  preyail  through-  i 
out  the  country.     There  were  several  questions  of  vital  importance  to  \ 
the  Cherokees  raised  during  the  last  election  in  reference  to  the  pro-  \ 
ceeds  of  the  **  neutral  land,**  but  as  I  mentioned  them  in  a  former 
report  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them.     Considerable  feeling 
exists  outside  the  nation,  as  well  as  among  the  citizens  tbemselrei; 
in  regard  to  the  superior  advantages  this  country  offers  for  a  coutioih 
ance  of  the  southwestern  branch  of  the  Pacific  railroad,  from  St.  Lonis, 
via  Springfield,  to  Neosho,  Missouri ;  thence  on  the  west  side  of  6nnd 
or  Neosho  river,  southwest,  to  connect  with  the  southern  Pacific  road 
at  some  point  in  New  Mexico.     The  country  occupied   by  the  Chem-    . 
kees,  Creeks,  Choctaws,  and  Chickasaws,  is  well  timbered  andwstemJ, 
and  the  soil  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  west.     In  addition  to  these 
advantages,  the  road  would  pass  for  several  hundred  miles  through  a 
civilized  people,  who  would,  I  am  satisfied,  take  a  deep  interest  in  tbe 
road,  by  giving  a  right  of  way  and  aiding  in  the  construction  of  the 
same. 

Since  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Gibson  by  the  United  States  goT- 
ernment,  and  its  reversion  to  the  Cherokees,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  capital  of  the  nation  will  be  removed  there ;  and  I  presume  the 
national  council  will  take  some  action  upon  the  subject.  I  regret  to 
say  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  settling  upon  the  Cbero- 
kee  '^neutral  land"  in  defiance  of  law,  and  I  hare  informed  the 
department  of  this  in  a  former  communication,  and  deem  it  unnec«- 
sary  to  mention  it  here.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
number  about  twenty-two  thousand.  I  respectfully  refer  yon  to  the 
enclosed  reports  of  missi  /uaries,  &c. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  BUTLER, 

Cherokee  JgeHt. 

Major  Elias  Rector, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^ 

Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 
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ists  in  nearly  every,  perhaps  in  every,  district,  and  the  occasional 
meetings  of  these  had  been  interesting,  and  resulted  in  considerable 
additions  to  the  lists  of  signers.  Before  our  next  annual  meeting,  22d 
proximo,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  gather  intelligence  from  the  several 
societies,  but  from  what  I  have  heard  from  various  private  sources  I 
fear  that  the  review  of  the  year  now  passing  will  be  discouraging. 
The  country  is  flooded  with  whiskey,  and  that  of  the  vilest  sort,  pro- 
ducing not  only  the  ordinary  effects  of  spirituous  liquors^  but  work- 
ing death  in  the  drunkard  by  means  of  the  strychnine  and  other 
poisons  with  which  it  is  adulterated.  The  laws  against  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  are  good.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  they 
are  so  frequently  evaded.  Still,  among  us,  the  popular  sentiment  is  in 
favor  of  temperance  ;  the  theory  is  good,  we  would  like  to  have  it  bet- 
ter carried  out  in  practice,  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that,  if  our 
neighbors  of  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri  would  heartily  and 
tisiitiifully  cooperate  with  the  officers  of  the  nation,  the  introduction 
and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  would  be  greatly  checked ;  but,  with 
the  whiskey  trade,  avarice  triumphs  over  every  principle  of  morality, 
and  so  the  ruinous  traffic  goes  on. 

In  reference  to  that  division  of  the  temperance  movement  with 
which  I  am  most  nearly  connected  I  can  speak  most  hopefully.  The 
Cherokee  cold  water  army  was  organized  several  years  ago,  and  has 
ever  since  been  in  successful  operation.  This  embraces  all  who  sign 
the  pledge  under  the  age  of  sixteen.  At  our  annual  review  on  the  3d 
of  July  last  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  children  marched  in  proces- 
sion with  their  banners,  presenting  a  very  lively  and  gratifying  scene. 
If  we  can  succeed  in  training  the  children  to  habits  of  temperance,  the 
naiion  will  soon  become  temperate.  It  is  a  source  of  pride  and  grati- 
tude that  our  army  is  yearly  growing  in  interest  and  influence.  While, 
in  the  eastern  States,  the  cause  of  juvenile  temperance  action  and  or- 
ganization has  been  suffered  lamentably  to  decline,  we  can  point  to 
ot^r  army  as  onr  that  has  been  steadily  sustained.  We  hope,  and 
justly,  much  from  its  future ;  and  we  send  our  word  of  encourage- 
ment to  those  philanthropists  who  are  again  moving  for  the  formation 
of  juvenile  temperance  associations — the  Cherokee  cold  water  army 
to  all  such,  greeting. 

I  am,  very  resp3ctfully, 

D.  D.  HITCHCOCK, 
Marshal  of  tli/e  Cherokee  Gold  Water  Army. 

George  Butler,  Esq., 

Cherokee  Agent. 
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No.  88. 

Park  Hill,  September  16,  1857. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  5th  instant  came  to  my  house  while  I  wag 
on  a  journey  to  Lee's  Creek  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  our 
mission.  If  I  had  received  it  before  I  left,  I  could  have  been  a  little 
more  definite  in  my  report,  as  I  could  have  taken  memoranda,  which 
now  I  have  neglected  to  do. 

The  stations  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  in  this  nation  are  the  same  as  I  have  reported  in  former 
years. 

DWIGHT. 

Rev.  Worcester  Willey  and  wife,  and  Miss  Jerusba  E.  SvaiB, 
teacher. 

FAIRFIELD. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Torrey  and  wife,  and  Miss  Sarah  Dean,  teacher. 

PARK   HILL. 

Rev.  8.  A.  Worcester  and  wife,  and  Miss  Harriet  A.  Sheldon, 
teacher.  Rev.  S.  Foreman  is  employed  much  of  the  time  as  traDsla- 
tor,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Archer  as  printer. 

leb's  creek. 

Rev.  Timothy  E.  Ranney  and  wife,  and  Miss  Hancock,  teacher. 

Rev.  John  Huss,  native  Cherokee,  is  employed  by  the  board  as 
preacher  and  pastor  of  a  new  church  at  Honey  Creek. 

The  schools  at  Park  Hill  and  Fairfield,  which  had  been  interrupted 
by  the  want  of  teachers,  have  been  renewed.  Those  at  Dwightand 
Lee's  Creek  have  been  continued.  At  Park  Hill,  after  the  first  few 
weeks,  the  number  of  scholars  averaged  about  thirty-six.  They  were 
very  regular  in  attendance,  and  made  good  progress  in  study.  Of 
those  at  the  other  stations  I  am  not  able,  just  at  present,  to  give  so 
definite  a  report.  The  number  of  pupils,  I  believe,  was  not  so  gr^t 
at  either  as  at  Park  Hill. 

The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  been  continued  regularly  on  the 
the  Sabbath  at  the  several  stations,  except  when  the  missionaries  have 
judged  that  it  would  be  more  useful  to  preach  at  other  places.  The 
number  added  to  the  churches  I  cannot  certainly  report,  except  at  this 
place.  I  think  the  following  numbers  are  near  the  truth  :  Dwight, 
fifteen  ;  Fairfield,  none;  Park  Hill,  five;  Lee's  Creek,  three  ;  Honey 
Creek,  three.  This  does  not  include  transfers  from  one  church  to 
another. 

The  missionaries  have  all  been  endeavoring,  as  usual,  to  exert  their 
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utmost  influence  for  the  promotion  of  religion,  temperance,  and  good 
morals,  as  well  as  for  the  right  education  of  the  young. 

During  ray  absence  until  December,  the  press  at  Park  Hill  was  em- 

{)loyed  in  printing  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  in  the  Creek  or  Muskokee 
anguage,  at  the  expense  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions.     Since 
my  return  we  have  printed  as  follow  : 

Cherokee  Almanac,  in  English  and  Cherokee,  36  pages, 

12mo.,  1,000  copies 36,000  pages. 

Genesis,  concluding  part,  Cherokee,  56  pages,  24to., 

5,000  copies 280,000      '' 

First  part,  African  Servant,  Cherokee,  16  pages,  24to., 

5,000  copies 80,000       ** 

Beginning  of  Mark,  Cherokee,  24  pages,  24to.,  1,000 

copies 24,000 


n 


420,000  pages. 


There  continues  to  be  an  earnest  desire  for  more  Cherokee  books, 
particularly  for  more  of  the  scriptures  ;  and  we  are  progressing  as  fast 
as  possible  with  the  work  of  translation. 

The  Cherokee  people  seem  to  us  to  be  still  advancing  in  civilization 
and  knowledge. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  A.  WOKCESTER. 
George  Butler,  Esq., 

Cherokee  Agent, 


No.  89. 

Office  Superintendent  Public  Schools, 

Tahlequahy  September  18,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  an  abstract  of  the  annual  report  of  this 
office.  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  trouble  you  with  the  de- 
tailed statistics. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  DUNCAN, 
Superintendent  Public  Schools, 
George  Butler,  Esq. , 

Cherokee  Agent,  Tahlequah, 


To  the  National  Council  : 

In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  this  office,  I  am  sorry  that  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  state  that,  owing  to  personal  and  family  afflic- 
tions, I  have  not  been  able  to  give  that  attention  to  the  interests  of 
education  which  is  so  much  to  be  desired.  I  have  always  been  of  the 
opinion  that  the  superintendent  should  go  beyond  what  is  simply 
required  of  him  by  law,  and  make  it  a  part  of  his  business  to  visit  the 
neighborhood  of  every  school,  and  mix  with  the  people,  talk  with 
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them^  and  lecture  on  the  subject  of  education.  The  people  need 
instruction  on  this  as  well  as  on  the  subject  of  religion,  business,  or 
politics.  It  is  true,  thousands  are  now  and  have  long  been  awake  to 
its  importance,  and  are  making  great  efiForts  to  bring  the  rising  gen- 
eration under  the  influence  of  the  schools,  yet  the  mass  of  the  real 
Cherokees  remain  supine,  if  not  opposed,  to  a  civilized  education. 
Some  there  are  of  this  class,  who,  at  this  time,  consider  an  English 
education  a  national  evil,  if  not  a  personal  calamity.  They  say  it 
makes  the  young  people  proud,  and  leads  to  dissipation.  They,  of 
course,  reason  from  facts  that  come  within  their  observation.  It  is 
their  bad  luck,  however,  to  make  no  distinction  in  this  case  between 
a  rare  and  simple  coincidence  and  the  established  order  of  sequence. 
This  class  of  our  countrymen  is  small  ani  rapidly  diminishing. 

It  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  question  with  the  friends  of  human 
improvement  whether  or  not  the  Indian  is  susceptible  of  mental 
culture.  Facts,  occurring  as  the  result  of  partial  effort,  prove  beyoiid 
a  doubt  the  practicability  of  his  reaching  a  high  degree  of  learning. 
Indeed,  when  we  consider  all  the  disadvantages  under  which  he  U 
compelled  to  exist — such,  for  instance,  as  his  having  first  to  think 
and  feel  according  to  the  idiom  and  genius  of  a  savage  language,  and 
then  to  transfer  his  whole  mental  being  from  this,  his  vernacular 
tongue,  to  that  of  an  enlightened  stranger,  before  he  can  begin  to 
learn — there  is  much  reason  for  astonishment  that  he  succeeds  so  well 
with  the  English  and  other  branches. 

About  the  year  1830  it  was  argued  by  senators  that  the  wisest  policy 
the  United  States  could  adopt  towards  the  Indian  tribes  then  east  of 
the  Mississippi  would  be  to  remove  and  colonize  them  west,  where 
they  might  occupy  their  ^*  hunting  grounds,"  beyond  the  reach  or 
invasion,  forever.  Only  one  score  of  years  has  passed  away.  Eigh- 
teen hundred  and  fifty-seven  finds  us  again  surrounded  by  the  chafing 
elements  of  European  civilization.  Our  ^* hunting  grounds"  muBt 
be  turned  into  corn  fields,  and  our  rifles  into  implements  of  husbandry. 
A  crisis  in  our  history  is  rapidly  driving  upon  us.  Who  can  contem- 
plate the  relation  that  our  twenty  thousand  people  sustain  to  the 
civilized  world  without  being  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  preparing  them  for  the  destiny  that  awaits  them?  for  the  time 
cannot  be  far  in  the  future  when  we  shall  have  to  compose  a  higher 
element  in  English  society,  or  be  reduced  to  that  of  downright  servi- 
tude. Now  is  the  time  to  work ;  now,  while  we  have  so  many  advan- 
tages. Now  we  may  make  our  own  election  whether  we  shall  assume 
a  proud  eminence,  or  sink  to  the  lowest  stratum  of  mankind.  To  gain 
the  one  will  require  effort ;  to  reach  the  other  is  easy.  The  youth  of 
the  country  have  an  exhuberant  mental  basis.  Only  let  them  be 
properly  brought  up,  and  we  shall  have  no  fears  to  enter  for  the  priie 
with  any  other  race  of  men. 

In  elevating  our  people  and  preparing  them  for  a  hi  >;h  career  in  the 
future,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  schools  are  to  constitute  one  of 
the  most  powerful  instruments.  They  should,  therefore,  receive  the 
most  unceasing  patronage  at  the  hands  of  both  the  national  council 
and  people.  They  should  be  relieved  of  every  embarrassment  and 
placed  in  a  position  that  would  forever  protect  them  from  any  influ- 


SECRETARY   OF   THE    INTERIOR.  505 

ence  calculated  to  restrict  their  functions  or  to  curtail  their  influence. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  diff*use  even  a  passion  for  education 
among  the  whole  people.  They  ought  to  be  taught  to  consider  the 
schools  as  so  many  nurseries  or  as  so  many  instruments  intended  to 
expand  and  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  youth. 

In  producing  this  impression  upon  the  whole  community,  a  great 
deal,  from  the  structure  of  our  laws  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  from  the 
habit  of  thinking  and  judging  which  has  obtained  among  the  people 
from  time  beyond  memory,  depends  upon  the  course  pursued  by  the 
national  council.  They  are  legally  the  guardians  of  the  whole 
school  plan,. and  as  such  I  would  in  this  place  call  their  attention  to  a 
fact  which  I  consider  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  the  more 
ample  efficiency  of  the  schools.  It  is  this :  There  is  a  general  impres- 
sion among  the  people  that  the  schools  are  **public"  sure  enough — a 
mere  gratuity.  Under  the  influence  of  this  impression,  it  is  often  con- 
sidered perfectly  optional,  in  every'sense  of  the  word,  whether  children 
are  sent  to  the  school  or  not.  In  fact,  this  notion  is  so  strong  in  certain 
instances  that  parents  consider  it  a  favor  conferred  on  the  teacher,  or 
some  one  elso,  for^them  to  be  sent  to  school  at  all.  Now,  if  this  point 
in  the  school  system  could  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  make  the  patrons  of 
schools  feel  themselves  interested  in  some  pecuniary  way,  so  that  they 
would  consider  it  a  loss  of  dollars  and  cents  to  themselves  ii  they  should 
not  send  their  children  to  school,  it  is  very  probable  it  would  secure 
better  attendance  and  order  at  all  the  schools.  How  would  it  do  to 
modify  the  school  system  so  that  the  patrons  of  schools  would  have 
to  pay  out  something  directly  to  the  support  of  schools?  This  would 
doubtless  make  them  feel  more  immediately  interested,  and  would  at 
the  same  time  augment  our  funds. 

All  the  schools  have  been  in  operation  the  past  year.  The  atten- 
dance has  been  better  than  the  previous  year.  It  would  have  been 
much  larger  had  it  not  been  for  sickness.  The  sore  eye,  chills,  &c., 
have  greatly  interrupted  the  attendance  of  scholars.  There  is  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  schools  since  last  year.  Scholars  advance 
well.  Teachers  are  generally  punctual  and  faithful.  I  have  made  it 
a  point  to  see  that  each  school  was  provided  with  a  comfortable  house. 
I  have  reduced  the  number  of  orphans,  according  to  the  act  of  last 
council.  There  are  more  orphans  going  to  school,  however,  than  are 
shown  by  the  report.  At  some  of  the  schools  the  people  agree  among 
themselves  to  put  in  more  orphans  than  are  required  by  law,  and  for 
four  of  them  to  be  reported  and  paid  for  as  the  law  provides,  and  the 
money  to  be  divided  pro  rata  among  all  the  orphans  at  the  school. 
I  think  this  a  good  plan. 

W.  A.  DUNCAN, 
Superintendent  Public  Schools, 
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No.  90. 

Message  of  the  principal  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  the  National 
Committee  and  Council  in  General  Council  convened. 

Friends  and  fellow-citizens  :  The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  principal  chief  from  time  to  time  to  give  to  the  national  conodl 
information  of  the  state  of  the  government,  and  recommend  to  their 
consideration  such  measures  as  he  may  think  expedient. 

That  I  might  be  able  more  satisfactorily  to  comply  with  this  require- 
ment, and  in  the  discharge  of  another  imposed  in  like  manner,  I 
visited  in  person,  during  the  past  summer,  the  different  districts  to 
inform  myself  of  the  general  condition  of  the  country.  The  evidenoei 
of  progress  by  the  Cherokee  people  furnished  by  this  tour  was  of  the 
most  cheering  kind,  and  contrasted  favorably  with  their  condition  fifty 
yentsS  ago.  Well  cultivated  farms,  which  have  yielded  abundant  crops 
of  grain,  and  thus  affording  a  full  supply  for  the  wants  of  the  people; 
well  filled  public  schools,  large  and  orderly  assemblages,  and  quiet 
neighborhoods,  which  were  seen  in  all  the  districts,  showed  marked 
improvement,  and  furnished  a  sure  indication  of  the  susceptibilitr  of 
all  classes  among  the  Cherokee  people  for  a  thorough  civilization.  To 
.accomplish  this  work,  upon  which  depends  such  great  interests,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  national  council  to  sustain  and  strengthen  our 
institutions  within  our  own  limits,  and  to  guard  against  every  unto- 
ward encroachment. 

The  surest  e.'^feguard  for  the  government  of  the  nation  must  be 
found  in  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people  ;  and  these  can  be 
secured  only  by  its  affording  that  protection  to  life  and  property  for 
which  it  was  instituted.  Its  form  is  eminently  adapted  to  produce 
these  ends,  and  if  it  fails  of  such  results  it  must  be  because  the  laws 
are  not  wisely  and  impartially  administered.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
clearest  dictate  of  duty  that,  so  far  as  depends  upon  your  action  in 
selecting  those  wbjQ  are  to  dispense  justice  by  the  enforcement  and 
exposition  of  the  constitution  and  laws,  you  should  discard  every  other 
consideration,  and  seek  only  for  the  largest  measure  of  ability,  in- 
tegrity, and  patriotism. 

If  our  rights  of  soil  and  self-government,  of  free  homes  and  self- 
chosen  institutions,  are  worth  the  toils  and  struggles  of  the  past,  they 
are  worth  present  defence  and  continuation  upon  the  most  permanent 
footing. 

Years  of  trial  aiid  anxiety,  of  danger  and  struggle,  have  alone  main- 
tained the  existence  of  the  Cherokee  people  as  a  distinct  community  ; 
and  such  must  continue  to  be  the  case,  if  we  would  live  as  men  our- 
selves, and  discharge  the  debt  we  owe  to  posterity. 

The  constitution  was  ordained  and  established  by  "  the  people 
of  the  Cherokee  nation  in  national  convention  assembled,  in  order 
to  establish  justice,  insure  tranquillity,  promote  the  common  wel- 
fare, and  to  secure  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  the  blessings  of 
freedom."  And  as  the  surest  means  to  accomplish  these  objects, 
that  instrument  decVaxea  ttv^iX,  ^'  t^I\^vou,  morality,  and  knowledge 
being  necessary  to  gooA.  g^oNeiTLXs\ii\i\.^  \)c^^  ^x^^^\^bX\^\i  of  liberty, 
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and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education 
shall  forever  be  encouraged  in  this  nation."  The  wisdom  of  this  pro- 
vision is  dictated  by  common  sense,  and  sanctioned  by  the  experience 
of  mankind.  It  confers  a  right  upon  the  youth  of  the  country  clear 
and  sacred  as  is  the  duty  it  imposes  on  the  national  council,  and  a 
failure  to  discharge  it  would  be  an  omission  as  impolitic  as  unjust. 
But  if  all  has  not  been  done  for  the  encouragement  of  schools  and  the 
means  of  education  that  was  desirable,  it  is  cause  of  congratulation 
that  our  public  schools  have  been  kept  in  operation,  and  are  producing 
results  of  an  important  character. 

They  ar;>  generally  taught  by  native  teachers  who  were  educated 
at  the  high  schools,  and  who,  while  obtaining  remunerative  employ- 
ment, are  impelled  to  zeal  and  fidelity  in  their  work  by  feelings  of 
kindred  association  and  of  patriotic  gratitude.  Having  been  freely 
educated  themselves  by  the  nation,  these  teachers,  male  and  female, 
are  shedding  light  upon  the  minds  of  their  youthful  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  are  thus  repaying  the  debt  they  owe  in  services  above 
mere  pecuniary  considerations.  They  are,  at  the  same  time,  demon- 
strating, beyond  cavil,  the  existence  of  mental  powers  in  our  midst, 
which  only  require  development  to  make  us  self-improving  and  inde- 
pendent. The  schools  in  operation  are  not  enough,  however,  in  num- 
ber to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community,  nor  in  the  course  of  study 
pursued  to  meet  the  necessities  of  more  advanced  students.  The 
school  fund  is  inadequate,  and  if  wholly  unembarrassed  by  debt, 
cannot  supply  the  demands  of  the  country  for  school  facilities. 
When  this  fact  is  borne  in  mind,  convinced  that  all  our  earthly 
interests  are  involved  in  the  general  education  of  the  people,  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  you  will  legislate  promptly  and  efficiently  on  this 
subject,  not  only  so  far  as  the  common  schools  are  concerned,  but  also 
in  starting  afresh  the  high  schools.  As  one  means  of  increasing  the 
utility  of  the  public  schools,  I  renew  the  recommendation  of  last  year, 
which  was  designed  to  secure  the  continuance  of  a  school  for  a  term 
of  years  in  a  neighborhood  that  would  build  and  furnish  a  house  in 
the  way  to  be  described  by  law.  A  certain  degree  of  permanence 
would  be  thus  given  to  the  schools  ;  neighborhoods  would  be  more 
deeply  interested  in  their  character,  and  the  comfort  and  advancement 
of  the  pupils  be  promoted.  By  the  present  plan,  while  the  school 
fund  is  taxed  with  tuition  and  books,  the  houses  erected  by  neighbor- 
hoods are  but  few  of  them  even  tolerably  well  finished,  and  the  most 
are  altogether  uncomfortable.  This  should  not  be ;  but  it  is  to  be 
feared  it  will  be  until  prevented  by  law.  Though  opposed  to  curtail- 
ing any  rights  now  enjoyed,  yet  I  am  not  in  favor  of  bestowing  them 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  them  not  to  be  duly  valued.  That  prin- 
ciple, common  to  the  human  mind,  which  causes  men  to  value  things 
in  proportion  to  their  cost,  is  as  applicable  to  the  means  of  education 
as  to  any  other  subject,  and  should  not  be  left  entirely  out  of  view  in 
your  legislation.  The  original  plan  upon  which  the  high  schools 
were  started  having  proved  too  expensive,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  you 
will  devise  such  alterations  as  experience  has  suggested,  and  provide 
means  for  renewing  them  ;  schools  of  their  order  are  ^xe^l\^  \i<i^\^^^ 
and  the  buildings  should  not  be  allowed  to  lemaixi  wxiocie.>x^vi^.  ^\^^ 
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taught,  they  were  productive  of  great  good  to  individuals  and  to  the 
country  :  to  the  former,  by  the  instruction  imparted  in  the  higher 
branches ;  and  to  the  country,  in  awakening  an  interest  upon  the  general 
subject  of  education,  and  in  supplying  the  common  schools  with  compe- 
tent teachers.  I  would  suggest,  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety 
of  so  changing  their  character,  as  that  the  school  fund  shall  be  taxed 
simply  with  the  cost  of  tuition,  free  of  expense  to  all  sufficiently 
advanced  to  enter  them,  and  that  other  expenses  at  the  lowest  rates 
be  paid  for  by  the  parents  or  guardians  themselves,  except  in  cases  of 
meritorious  youths  who  are  too  poor  to  meet  such  expenses.  For  their 
benefit  provision  should  be  made.  I  have  not  for  a  moment  supposed 
that  the  suspension  of  those  schools  would  be  of  long  duration,  for 
this  would  imply  either  that  we  do  not  appreciate  their  importance, 
or  are  unable  to  sustain  them.  Neither  inference  would  be  just,  nor 
should  it  be  allowed  to  exist,  to  reflect  so  injuriously  in  the  one  case 
upon  our  intelligence,  and  in  the  other  upon  our  public  ability. 

We  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
nor  to  the  circumstances  which  surround  our  lot,  with  a  population 
increasing  rapidly  and  rife  with  the  impulses  of  restless  progress  and 
acquisition. 

We  owe  tD  our  posterity  the  solemn  duty  of  transmitting  to  them 
unimpaired  the  rights  we  hold  in  our  hands,  and  of  preparing  them 
to  receive,  enjoy,  and  sustain  them  with  clear  heads  and  honest  hearts. 
If  we  fail  to  do  so  from  any  considerations  within  our  control,  which 
are  merely  pergonal  and  selfish,  we  will  deserve,  as  we  shall  receive 
from  them,  the  reward  due  to  those  unfaithful  servants  who  know  but 
fail  to  perform  their  duties. 

The  public  debt,  as  you  are  aware,  remains  unpaid  and  unprovided 
for.  It  has  been  so  often  brought  to  the  attention  of  former  councils 
that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  this  subject  at  length. 

The  obligation  to  provide  for  its  payment  is  too  clear  and  indis- 
putable for  argument.  A  decent  regard  for  justice  towards  the  creditors 
of  the  nation  and  towards  the  public  faith  and  character  appears  to 
me  to  forbid  longer  delay  in  devising  some  plan  of  efficient  relief.  It 
is  earnestly  recommended  to  your  prompt  attention  and  action.  Small 
in  amount  to  the  nation,  it  is  important  to  individuals.  The  national 
reputation  has  already  suffered  seriously  from  past  failure  to  redeem 
our  obligations,  and  nothing  short  of  absolute  inability  should  be 
allowed  longer  to  delay  the  adoption  of  some  means  of  meeting  them, 
and  such  inability  does  not  exist.  What  they  shall  be  is  left  to  your 
own  wisdom ;  I  may  remark,  however,  that  the  retrocession  of  the 
neutral  land,  so  called,  is  the  one  heretofore  deemed  most  expedient, 
and  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  the  Cherokee  people.  The 
chief  object  contemplated  by  the  retrocession  of  that  land,  which  is 
principally,  if  not  entirely,  within  the  boundaries  assigned  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Kansas,  was  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt, 
and  to  secure  ample  means  for  educational  and  governmental  purposes. 
The  necessity  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  acts  authorizing  that 
retrocession  continues  in  full  force.  The  failure  to  carry  out  that 
measure  has  not  only  kept  the  cowntry  embarrassed,  but  has  exerted 
a  pernicious  influence  over  IW  ot\iet  ec^^Vj  \\xi^cyt\».\i\,\\i\ATest8  which 
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it  was  designed  to  foster  and  sustain.  It  has  checked  the  course  of 
education,  meted  out  a  stinted  pittance  to  every  person  engaged  in 
public  service,  defrauded  the  honest  holders  of  public  scrip,  and  dis- 
graced the  fair  fame  of  the  nation  by  an  act  of  substantial  repudiation. 

Humiliating  as  must  be  these  things  to  the  pride  of  patriotic  men, 
they  are  not  the  only  evil  consequences  that  have  flowed  from  the 
course  of  policy  pursued  in  relation  to  this  question.  It  disturbs  the 
harmony  of  the  people,  excites  disagreements  and  divisions,  and  is 
insidiously  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  government  by  withholding 
means  really  necessary  for  its  successful  administration. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views  and  in  the  opinion  that  the  government 
should  deal  justly  towards  every  citizen,  and  that  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation is  essential  to  procure  the  services  of  competent  public  officers, 
and  that  our  credit  and  schools  and  every  other  public  interest  should 
be  sustained  and  placed  upon  ample  footing,  I  cannot  doubt  that  you 
will,  by  a  spirit  of  mutual  conciliation,  be  able  to  devise  measures 
that  will  accomplish  these  results. 

Our  relations  with  the  United  States  will  demand  your  attention. 
We  have  still  important  interests,  public  and  private,  which  remain 
unsettled,  and  which  should  not  be  longer  neglected. 

The  encroachments  upon  our  rights  by  the  United  States  courts  are 
in  palpable  violation  of  treaty  stipulations,  while  the  conduct  of  mar- 
shals in  arresting  our  citizens  upon  various  pretexts,  and  even  in 
taking  prisoners  out  of  the  hands  of  our  officers,  is  productive  of  vex- 
ation and  injustice.  Quiet  submission  to  such  treatment  in  one  case 
is  but  encouragement  for  its  repetition  in  another.  If  our  political 
rights  are  of  any  value,  they  should  be  zealously  maintained,  and  no 
violation  of  them  be  permitted  to  pass  without  invoking  redress  from 
the  United  States  government,  which  is  pledged  for  our  protection. 

As  intimately  connected  with  this  subject,  you  cannot  fail  to  be 
seriously  impressed  with  the  change  of  policy  shown  by  the  United 
States  government  in  her  dealing  with  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  And^  as  an  evidence  of  the  dangers 
with  which  we  ourselves  are  threatened,  I  need  but  refer  to  the  lan- 
guage and  sentiments  expressed  in  this  regard  by  the  present  governor 
of  Kansas  in  his  inaugural  address.  Coming  from  the  distinguished 
source  they  do,  they  can  but  admonish  us  that  the  renewal  may  be  at 
hand  of  those  measures  of  agitation  which  but  so  recently  forced  us 
from  the  homes  of  our  fathers.  That  you  may  fully  understand  the 
sentiments  of  the  governor,  who,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  when  the  removal  of  all  the  Indians  from  the 
east  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river  was  the  policy  of  the 
government,  and  when  the  treaty  was  made  which  declares  that  the 
country  we  now  occupy  shall  be  a  home  for  ourselves  and  our  descend- 
ants forever,  and  never  be  embraced  within  the  limits  of  any  State 
or  Territory  without  our  consent.  1  make  the  following  extract  from 
that  address : 

^'  Upon  the  south  Kansas  is  bounded  by  the  great  southwestern 
Indian  territory.  This  is  one  of  the  most  salubrious  and  fertile  por- 
tions of  this  continent.  It  is  a  great  cotton  growing  region,  admira- 
bly adapted,  by  soil  and  climate,  for  the  pr^wo^A  oi  >J^^  %w>&^\  ^\ssl- 
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bracing  the  valleys  of  the  Arkansas  and  Red  rivers  ;  adjoining  Texas 
on  the  south  and  west,  and  Arkansas  on  the  east;  and  it  ought 
speedily  to  become  a  State  of  the  American  Union.  The  Indiaa 
treaties  will  constitute  no  obstacle,  any  more  than  precisely  similar 
treaties  did  in  Kansas ;  for  their  lands,  valueless  to  them,  now  for 
sale,  but  which,  sold  with  their  consent  and  for  their  benefit,  like 
the  Indian  lands  of  Kansas,  would  make  them  a  most  wealthy  and 
prosperous  people,  and  their  consent  on  these  terms  would  be  most 
cheerfully  given.  This  Territory  contains  double  the  area  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and,  if  necessary,  an  adequate  portion  of  the  western 
and  more  elevated  part  could  be  set  apart  exclusively  for  these  tribes, 
and  the  eastern  and  larger  portion  be  formed  into  a  State,  and  its  land 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  these  tribes,  (like  the  Indian  lands  of  Kansas,) 
thus  greatly  promoting  all  their  interests.  To  the  eastern  boundary 
of  this  region,  on  the  State  of  Arkansas,  run  the  railroads  of  that 
State  ;  to  the  southern  limits  come  the  great  railroads  from  Louisiana 
and  Texas,  from  New  Orleans  and  Galveston,  which  will  ultimatelf 
be  joined  by  railroads  from  Kansas,  leading  through  this  Indian  ter- 
ritory, connecting  Kansas  with  New  Orleans,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  with  the  soutnern  Pacific  railroad,  leading  through  Texas  to  San 
Francisco.  It  is  essential  to  the  true  interests,  not  only  of  Kansas, 
but  of  Louisiana,  Texas,  and  Arkansas,  Iowa  and  Missouri,  and  the 
whole  region  west  of  the  Mississippi,  that  this  coterminous  south- 
western Indian  territory  should  speedily  become  a  State,  not  only  to 
supply  us  with  cotton  and  receive  our  products  in  return,  but  as  occu- 
pying the  area  over  which  that  portion  of  our  railroads  should  run 
which  connect  us  with  New  Orleans  and  Galveston  ;  and  by  the 
southern  route  with  the  Pacific  from  her  central  position,  through  or 
connected  with  Kansas,  must  run  the  central,  northern,  and  southern 
routes  to  the  Pacific,  and  with  the  latter,  as  well  as  with  the  Gulf, 
the  connexion  can  only  be  secured  by  the  southwestern  territory  be- 
coming a  State,  and  to  this  Kansas  should  direct  her  earnest  attention 
as  essential  to  her  prosperity.*' 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  sentiments  here  expressed  have  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  their  spirit  is  at  war 
with  the  stipulations  of  solemn  treaties,  and  encourages  aggression 
upon  our  rights. 

They  are  nevertheless  important  as  indicating  the  principles  of  the 
source  whence  they  emanate,  and  the  pleas  of  necessity  that  may  im- 
peril our  most  precious  interests.  The  **  Indian  territory"  spoken  of 
is  the  only  country  in  the  United  States  occupied  by  Indians,  not  with- 
in State  or  territorial  limits,  and  is  the  last  spot  where  the  Indian 
can  rest  under  his  own  laws  and  customs ;  and  if  we  would  avert  the 
fate  of  the  Indians  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska  from  ourselves,  and  the 
precipitation  of  events  that  would  bring  strife,  injury,  and  political 
destruction,  it  behooves  us  to  stand  united,  to  watch  with  a  jealous 
eye  every  aggression,  to  strengthen  our  government,  and  to  cling  to 
the  protection  often  and  solemnly  pledged  by  the  United  States.  In 
view  of  the  interests  referred  to  above,  I  respectfully  recommend  the 
appointment  of  a  suitable  delegation  authorized  to  proceed  to  Wash- 


SECRETARY   OF  THE    INTERIOR.  511 

ington  and  close  bj  negotiation  such  matters  of  national  concern  as 
may  be  entrusted  to  their  care. 

The  United  States  having  abandoned  the  reserve  and  post  of  Fort 
Gibson,  the  same  have  reverted  and  been  duly  transferred  to  the  au- 
thorities of  the  Oherokee  nation. 

They  are  now  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Daniel  R.  Coodey,  the  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  executive  to  retain  them  until  disposed  of  by  authority 
of  the  national  council.  By  the  provision  of  law  that  reserve  and  post 
have  become  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  cannot  be  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  any  citizen.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  you  pass 
an  act  which  shall  authorize  that  the  site  of  the  post  be  laid  off  into 
town  lots  and  sold  to  citizens  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  reserving 
such  lots  and  buildings  as  may  be  deemed  desirable  for  future  disposi- 
tion, and  providing  for  the  suitable  preservation  of  the  burying  grounds 
there,  in  which  repose,  among  many  others,  the  remains  of  several 
officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

As  there  are  no  questions  which  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
more  than  those  growing  out  of  the  rights  of  property,  I  suggest  a 
revision  of  the  various  acts  in  relation  to  estates  and  administrations ; 
the  passage  of  a  more  intelligible  act  of  limitations,  and  of  one  im- 
posing liability  for  costs  on  parties  instituting  suits  before  the  courts 
of  the  country  who  may  fail  to  prosecute  them. 

I  also  renew  former  recommendations  for  providing  available  means 
for  the  erection  of  a  national  jail,  and  changing  the  punishment  of 
certain  criminal  offences  to  imprisonment.  This  is  particularly  im- 
portant in  regard  to  cases  of  homicide,  which  are  aggravated  enough 
to  demand  severe  penalties,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  autihorize  capital 
punishment.  Numerous  cases  of  this  character,  and  of  violent  as- 
saults, have  been  committed  with  impunity  for  the  want  of  some  me- 
thod of  punishment  that  does  not  exist,  and  which  cannot  be  had 
without  a  prison. 

Complaints  of  irregularity  in  conducting  elections  and  of  receiving 
illegal  votes  seem  to  require  a  revision  of  our  election  laws  in  a  man- 
ner that  will  secure  fairness  and  prevent  fraud. 

The  reports  of  the  treasurer  and  superintendent  of  public  schools, 
herewith  submitted,  will  acquaint  you  with  the  condition  of  the  inter- 
ests to  which  they  relate. 

JOHN  ROSS. 

ExBCUTTVB  Department,  October  5,  1857. 


No.  91. 

Creek  Agency,  West  of  Arkansas, 

September  21,  1857. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following  as  my  annual  report  : 

The  Creeks  are  as  orderly  and  moral  a  tribe  as  there  is  on  this  fron- 
tier ;  their  laws  are  severe  against  every  species  of  cxxm^  ww^^\^Qrt^^^  ^ 
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and  are  enforced  with  a  commendable  degree  of  promptitude  and  im- 
partiality. 

Those  against  the  introduction  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits  are  rerj 
stringent ;  bat  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts  to  prevent  it,  considerable 

Juantities  of  intoxicating  liquors  are  brought  into  the  country,  to  the 
etriment  and  injury  of  a  large  number  of  the  Indians. 

The  presence  of  the  military  at  the  neighboring  post  of  Fort  Gib- 
son has  heretofore  operated  as  a  check  to  this  great  evil ;  but  this  re- 
straint having  been  withdrawn,  by  the  breaking  up  of  that  post,  ilis 
feared  that  the  nefarious  traffic  will  increase  ;  and  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  military,  or  some  other  suitable  species  of  force,  to  which 
the  agent  can  readily  resort,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  arrest  it  I 
regard  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  this  vicinity  as  a  matter  of 
much  importance  to  the  future  prospects  of  these  Indians,  and  would 
view  the  re-establ'shmentof  a  military  post  in  this  section  of  the  country 
as  a  matter  calculated  to  promote  their  welfare  in  many  respecls,\)y 
affording  to  the  different  agents,  and  other  officers  of  the  government, 
timely  aid  and  assistance  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  in 
enforcing  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  as  being  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  frontier. 

According  to  the  census  recently  taken  of  the  Creeks,  the  entire 
tribe  now  numbers  fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
souls,  showing  a  very  great  decrease  in  the  last  twenty  years.  The 
number  enrolled  as  emigrants  to  this  country  under  and  after  the 
treaty  of  1832  was,  I  am  informed,  about  twenty-two  thousand. 

There  were  already  here  some  three  thousand  who  had  emigrated 
previously  ;  making  the  entire  strength  of  the  tribe  in  1836  when 
the  great  body  of  it  was  removed,  about  twenty-fiviB  thousand.  ' 

This,  to  a  considerable  extent,  was,  doubtless,  caused  by  the  casual- 
ties of  emigration  and  the  hardships  and  exposure  incident  to  set- 
tling in  a  new  and  wilderness  country  without  the  means  of  readily 
making  themselves  comfortable.  It  is  understood  that  a  very  large 
number  died  on  the  route  and  during  the  first  two  or  three  years 
after  their  arrival.  Another  cause  of  their  decrease  has  been  the  gen- 
eral prevalence  among  them  of  winter  fever,  (or,  as  it  is  called,  pneu- 
monia,) with  which  they  are  annually  scourged ;  and  this  has  been 
ffreatly  increased  by  the  delay  in  their  annual  payments  until  very 
late  in  the  fall,  or  commencement  of  winter,  when  they  have  frequently 
to  assemble  to  receive  their  moneys  without  any  shelter  or  protection 
against  the  most  inclement  weather. 

This  has  been  a  frightful  source  of  this  most  fatal  disease^  ^hich 
evil  should  be  remedied  by  an  earlier  remittance  and  payment  of  their 
annual  dues. 

Whether  the  tribe  is  now  increasing  or  decreasing  I  have  no  means 
of  determining  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  no  census  of  it,  except 
the  present  one,  having  been  taken  for  many  years.  From  the  best 
information  I  can  obtain,  however,  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  it 
is  now  at  about  a  stand. 

Situated  as  they  are  in  a  fine  country,  which  is  generally  healthr, 
they  ought  to  increase.  They  have  entirely  abandoned  the  chase  and 
devote  themselves  geueTaW^  \«  W^  ^\3L\\.vj^l\fttL  of  the  soil  and  the 
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raising  of  stock — the  latter  being  a  profitable  pursuit,  as  their  cattle 
are  sought  for^  and  they  can  always  obtain  good  prices  for  them  in 
their  own  country.  A  few  are  engaged  in  trade ;  but  it  is  seldom 
that  any  of  them  manifest  any  inclination  or  aptitude  for  the  mechanic 
arts.  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  tliat  they  are  gradually,  though 
slowly,  improving  their  condition,  and  acquiring  the  elements  of  a 
rude  state  of  civilization. 

In  consequence  of  drought  for  several  successive  years,  their  crops 
are  very  small,  they  having  raised  scarcely  sufficient  for  their  actual 
necessities,  and  it  is  much  to  their  credit  that  this  repeated  misfortune 
did  not  discourage  them  in  their  eflforts  to  sustain  themselves  by  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  they  will  this  season 
reap  the  reward  of  their  commendable  perseverance,  abundant  and 
I  timely  rains  having  secured  to  them  ample  and  abundant  crops. 
I  The  Creeks  are  well  satisfied  with  their  late  treaty  with  tne  gov- 

i  ernment,  and  particularly  with  that  part  of  it  which,  with  one  excep- 
I  tion,  finally  adjusts  and  settles  up  all  their  old  claims  against  the 
government,  whether  national  or  individual.  Though  they  are  fully 
I  persuaded  that  the  treaty  does  not  do  them  full  justice — that  a  much 
larger  amount  was  due  to  them,  than  the  treaty  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of,  yet,  as  they  would  probably  have  had  to  struggle  for  years  in 
urging  their  claims  in  detail,  and  they  would  have  continued  to  be, 
as  they  always  have  been,  a  source  of  constant  contention,  and  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  government,  they  considered  that  it  was  better 
to  compromise  them  for  a  smaller  amount,  and  close  them  up  at  once, 
and  turn  their  attention  exclusively  to  their  domestic  a£fairs;  and  that 
this  desirable  result  mav  be*  brought  about  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  they  are  anxious  that  all  the  sums  payable  to  them  under  the 
late  treaty  may  be  paid  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  one  exception  of  claims  remaining  unadjusted,  above  referred 
to,  consists  of  tnose  of  the  individuals,  who  were  orphans  at  the  date 
of  the  treaty  of  1832. 

The  first  article  of  that  treaty  contains  a  provision  that  twenty 
sections  of  land  should  be  *'  selected,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President,  for  the  orphan  children  of  the  Creeks,  and  divided,  and 
retained,  or  sold  for  their  benefit,  as  the  President  may  direct.'* 

The  course  pursued  in  regard  to  the  trust,  which  was  intended  for 
the  special  benefit  of  a  particular  class  of  persons,  seems  to  have  been 
not  only  unjust  to  them,  but  contrary  to  tne  treaty.  The  lands  were 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  invested  in  stock.  For  a  time  the  interest 
thereon  was  sent  out  and  paid  over,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  orphans 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  but  for  the  orphans  of  the  whole  nation , 
including  those  who  had  become  such  subsequently.  This  misapplica- 
tion of  the  fund  having  caused  much  dissatisfaction,  it  was  stopped; 
but  the  Creeks  consider  that  another,  and  even  greater  misapplication 
of  it  has  continued  to  be  made  ever  since  ;  the  interest  having  been 
taken  and  used  for  educational  purposes,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
particular  class  of  orphans,  to  whom  the  fund  belongs^  nor  for  all  the 
orphans  of  the  nation,  but  as  a  general  school  fund,  and  this  without 
the  assent  of  either  the  orphans  or  the  authorites  of  the  ii«A>\q>ti« 
The  Creeks  are  unable  to  discover  any  aulYioiM^  Vn  \Jcia  Vt^'^\.^  ^^ 
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elsewhere  for  this  use  of  the  funds.     They  think  there  was  none  ereo 
for  its  investment.   They  consider  that  it  belongs  exclusively  to  those 
who  were  orphans  at  the  time  of  the  treaty,  by  which  it  was  created, 
and  they  desire  that  it  be  paid  to  them. 
The  Creeks  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  fully  prepared  to  fulfil  their 

Sart  of  the  stipulation  in  the  late  treaty  in  regard  to  sending  of  s 
elegation  to  Florida  to  aid  in  the  removal  of  the  Semitioles  remain- 
ing in  that  State,  when  the  government  shall  have  completed  the  par- 
ment  of  the  several  amounts  stipulated  in  that  treaty  to  be  paid  dowD 
to  them,  and  shall  call  on  them  for  such  a  delegation. 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  the  number  of  males  wd 
females,  respectively,  among  the  Creeks,  the  sexes  not  being  desig- 
nated in  the  late  census,  and  the  similarity  of  the  names  prevendBg 
such  a  discrimination  being  made  by  them. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  United  States  government  that 
the  Creeks  desired  to  employ  their  own  teachers,  mechanics  and  far- 
mers, it  was  stipulated  in  the  Tth  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  1, 
1856,  that  all  the  funds  secured  to  the  nation  for  educational,  me- 
chanical, and  agricultural  purposes,  shall,  as  the  same  become  an* 
nually  due,  be  paid  over  by  the  United  States  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Creek  nation.  In  consequence  of  this  arrangement,  the  last  general 
council  appointed  certain  persons  as  superintendents  of  the  schools 
and  mechanic  shops,  and  defining  the  duties,  and  awarding  oompen- 
sation  for  the  same. 

I  have  called  upon  the  superintendent  of  the  schools  to  obtain  from 
the  different  teachers  complete  reports  of  the  schools  under  their 
charge,  and  which  report  will  be  forwarded  to  you  whenever  preiM^ed 
and  furnished  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  GARKETT, 
United  States  Agent  for  the  Creeh. 

Major  Elias  Bbctor, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  92. 

Seminolb  Aobnct, 

August  17,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  this  atreocT 
for  1857.  ^      • 

Since  my  last,  important  events  have  changed  the  position  of  the 
Seminole  Indians.  The  treaty  of  Washington,  August  7,  1856,  be- 
tween the  United  States,  Creek  and  Seminole  tribes,  has  materiallr 
altered  the  condition  of  the  Seminoles.  With  it  the  entire  tribe  is 
satisfied,  and  prepared  to  fulfil  its  obligations,  and  profit  by  its 
benefits. 

Its  BtipulationB,  by  govwivm«ix\,^ ^x^  ^JwyaX.  Vi  b^  carried  out;  the 
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first  of  which  is  the  payment  to  the  Seminole  council  of  the  sum  of 
ninety  thousand  dollars,  and  the  per  capUa  annuity  to  the  tribe  of 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  as  per  article  8th  of  said 
treaty. 

The  Seminoles  regard  the  late  treaty  as  one  liberal  in  its  'provisions, 
and,  whffu  its  beneficent  stipulations  are  put  in  efiect,  expect  them  to 
be  productive  of  great  good  to  their  people.  They  could  not  have 
signed  a  better  treaty,  and  they  are  grateful  that  the  justice  of  the 
United  States  has  made  it.  By  it  the  unhappy  differences  between 
themselves  and  the  Creeks  are  ended ;  and  being  now  in  prospect  of 
occupying  a  territory  exclusively  their  own,  they  hopefully  desire  to 
cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  make  progress  towards  civilization. 

The  majority  of  the  Seminoles  will  endeavor  to  migrate  to  their 
new  homes  the  ensuing  autumn  and  winter,  so  as  to  be  able  the  spring 
thereafter  to  raise  their  next  crops  upon  their  own  land.  They  have 
visited  the  country,  and  are  well  pleased  therewith. 

Some  have  already  moved  thither,  others  have  selected  home  sites^ 
while  all  are  anxious  to  reach  their  final  homes  as  soon  as  possible. 
Some  of  these  parties,  while  exploring  their  new  country,  were  ex- 
posed to  the  depredations  of  the  wandering  thieves  of  the  prairies,, 
and  lost  their  horses.  They  much  desire  that  some  decisive  measures 
may  be  taken  by  the  government,  as  per  treaty,  to  prevent  the  like- 
maraudings  hereafter,  and  secure  the  safety  of  themselves  and  prop- 
erty when  they  remove. 

By  the  agreement  and  plan  made  with  the  principal  chief  of  the 
Seminoles  and  his  co-delegates  when  in  Washington  city  last  sum* 
mer  and  the  late  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  as  well  as  by  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  touching  the  peaceable  removal  of  the  Semi- 
noles yet  remaining  in  Florida,  the  Seminoles  west  are  prepared  and 
anxious  to  abide. 

The  plan  then  proposed  for  the  accomplishment  of  so  great  an  end 
they  still  believe  to  be  the  only  feasible  and  humane  one.  To  this 
they  patiently  await  the  determination  and  instructions  of  the  Interior 
Department,  being  themselves  greatly  desirous  of  consummating  this 
end,  and  effecting  a  complete  union  of  all  their  people. 

Complaints  have  heretofore  been  laid,  whether  justly  I  undertake 
not  to  say,  by  certain  bands  of  Seminoles,  who  have  lived  and  acted 
as  Creeks,  alleging  that  they  have  not  been  accounted  Seminoles,  and 
have  not  participated  in  the  scanty  benefits  conferred  upon-  the  Semi- 
noles by  their  former  treaties. 

That  such  has  been  the  case  is  owing  entirely  to  the  complainants. 
But  since  the  transpiration  of  the  recent  treaty,  more  especially  during 
the  enrolment  of  the  tribe  in  the  per  capita  census,  diligent  pains 
have  been  taken  by  the  Seminole  council,  chiefs,  and  myself,  to  cause 
every  Seminole  to  enrol  with  his  people,  and  join  them  in  the  earliest 
possible  occupation  of  their  new  country. 

The  emphatic  wish  of  the  whole  tribe,  with  the  exception  of  strag- 
glers, is  that  the  Seminole  nation  should  become  united,  and  an  end 
be  put  to  all  complaints,  to  all  shifting  of  identity,  as  Creeks  or 
Seminoles,  according  to  the  individual  amount  of  annuity.  I  catL 
abundantly  testify  to  this  wish  and  its  action,    ^^lo^iii^  ^ti1  ^^  ^^ 
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tribe  fail  to  share  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  after  tlie  long  ex- 
ertions and  continued  invitations  of  the  council  to  bring  theni  in,  the 
blame  will  rest  entirely,  and  deservedly,  at  their  own  doors. 

The  Seminole  council  is  very  much  alive  to  the  importance  of  the 
speedy  establishment  of  schools  among  their  people.  They  have 
evinced,  and.  the  evidence  daily  increases,  a  praiseworthy  anxiety 
that  their  children  should  be  educated.  Of  such  meagre  advantage 
as  the  charity  of  a  solitary  missionary  station  has  offered  for  educa- 
tion, they  have  with  avidity  availed  themselves. 

But  this  charity,  though  hearty,  is  too  weak — confined,  indeed,  to 
the  training  of  a  score  or  two  of  pupils.  Yet  it  is  the  only  school 
among  the  Seminoles — this  station  the  only  place  where  they  may 
learn  the  arts  and  religion  of  the  white  man.  Considering  the  ex- 
tent of  the  means,  they  have  made  astonishing  advances  the  past  ten 
years.     To  the  voluntary  report  of  the  mission,  herewith,  I  refer  you. 

I  have  been  urgently  requested  by  the  Seminole  council  to  pr^ent, 
through  the  medium  of  an  annual  report,  the  subject  of  schools  to  the 
attention  of  the  Indian  bureau.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  prin- 
cipal chief,  who  has  the  good  of  his  people  at  heart,  that  the  school 
fund  provided  by  treaty  should  be  expended,  according  to  the  wishes 
of  the  Seminole  council,  under  the  supervision  of  the  missionary 
board  now  maintaining  a  school  among  them,  and  that  the  only 
•chool  they  ever  had. 

The  missionaries  purpose  to  remove  with  the  Indians  to  their  new 
country,  there  to  resume  their  civilizing  efforts.  The  Seminoles  pro- 
pose, with  the  assent  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  place 
their  school  fund  under  the  control  of  the  said  board,  they  stipulating 
to  appropriate  a  like  sum  thereto,  making,  therefore,  an  annual  school 
fund  of  six  thousand  dollars. 

With  these  funds  they  desire  to  found  and  maintain  two  large 
boarding  schools,  the  mission  board  superintending,  where  their 
children  may  not  only  be  educated,  but  where  a  constant  cUtendanct 
may  be  effectually  secured. 

The  practice  of  establishing  public  schools  in  different  neighbor- 
hoods among  wild  Indians,  and  hiring  public  teachers,  is  open  to  two 
strong  objections :  first,  the  regular  attendance  of  scholars  is  never 
attained  nor  kept,  the  schools  are  invariably  thinly  attended,  and 
the  instruction  profitless ;  second,  the  teachers,  even  if  capable,  are 
influenced  by  mercenary  motives.  So  their  salary  is  paid  them,  they 
generally  care  little  whether  their  number  of  pupils  be  great  or  small, 
their  attendance  regular  or  not,  or  their  advancement  rapid  or  slow. 

I  have  thus  been  minute,  because  expressly  requested  by  the  principal 
chief  so  to  bo.  The  views  set  forth  above  are  his  own  ;  I  may  remark, 
however,  that  these  views  are  sensible,  and  borne  out  by  the  history 
of  ** public  schools"  among  other  tribes. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  ^'boarding  schools,"  under  the  management  of 
responsible  and  meritorious  mission  boards,  afford  the  surest  and 
best  means  of  instruction  for  Indians  just  beginning  to  see  licrht. 
After  culture  of  some  years,  **  public  schools"  are  beneficial,  hecause 
appreciated. 

With  uninstructed  Indmn^,  >l\i^  mwi^i  ^^^tA.  va.  ^\v^\v  schools  is 
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almost  thrown  away.  I  have  also  understood  that  the  board  alluded 
to  above  is  willing  to  appropriate  a  sum  annually  equal  to  the  school 
fund  of  the  nation.  Should  it  please  the  department  to  assent  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Indians,  that  their  education  be  placed  under  the  direction 
of  missionaries,  I  respectfully  commend  the  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  yourself,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  introduction  of  whiskey  among  the  Seminoles  has  nearly  ceased. 
One  instance  only  of  any  flagrancy  has  become  known  to  me.  The 
action  of  the  national  council  thereupon  is  likely  to  produce  salutary 
results.  The  sentiment  of  the  tribe  in  regard  to  the  use  and  sale  of 
whiskey  is  becoming  healthier  every  year.  Ere  long  I  doubt  not  the 
vice  of  inebriety  will  be  less  common  among  them  than  among  some 
of  their  more  enlightened  neighbors. 

The  Seminoles  needed  very  much  a  blacksmith  and  shop  the  past 
spring  and  summer.  Wishing  to  raise  a  larger  supply  of  corn  than 
usual,  in  view  of  their  removal  to  their  new  country,  such  service  was 
greatly  demanded  .  As  it  is,  they  have  themselves  paid  for  such  work, 
though  icefficient,  and  had  tolerably  well-ploughed  fields. 

There  is  a  blacksmith  at  this  agency  ;  but  having  no  instructions 
to  employ  one,  nor  power  to  fix  a  date  from  which  his  wages  should 
commence,  I  declined  appointing  him,  while  he  refused  to  work. 

The  '*  agricultural  assistance"  provided  by  the  8th  article  of  treaty 
should,  I  respectfully  suggest,  be  furnished  the  Seminoles  early  in  the 
coming  winter,  so  that  every  facility  may  be  afforded  them  in  their 
settlement  of  new  homes. 

The  Seminoles  west  number  in  population  nineteen  hundred  and 
seven  souls :  of  males,  about  nine  hundred ;  of  females,  about  one 
thousand.  They  all  live  by  the  tilling  of  the  soil ;  only  hunting  for 
pastime,  and  for  furs  and  peltries. 

The  health  of  the  tribe  is  good.  Abundant  crops  will  be  harvested, 
the  season  being  exceedingly  good. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  WASHBOURNE, 

U.  8.  AgerU/or  Semindes. 

Major  EuAs  Rector, 

Superintendent  Indian  AffairSy  Fort  Smithy  Arhaaiaaa. 


No.  93. 

Oak  Ridgb,  Augusd  15,  1857. 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  inclose  a  report  of 
the  Seminole  mission.     At  the  close  of  the  session  we  had  twenty-six 
scholars — twelve  boys  and  fourteen  girls ;  nineteen  Seminoles,  two 
Creeks,  three  Cherokees,  and  two  of  our  own  children.     The  pupils 
are  all  improving.     Eight  are  studying  English  gramraax  ^\A  ^^^^ 
raphy  ;  twenty-one  are  reading,  writing,  and  m  at\\)cLm^\Aa  \  V«^xiX^- 
six  are  Bpelling.    Some  of  the  children  axe  veiy  b\a3A\o\x^  %  >Ji^«^  ^^^- 
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gresB  rapidly.     Part  of  the  pnpils  began  with  the  alphabet,  and  were 
reading  when  they  left  Bchool. 

The  school  (the  only  one  this  people  ever  had)  is  conducted  on  the 
manual  labor  system,  making  it  a  duty  to  cultivate  industrious  habite, 
so  as  to  prepare  for  future  usefulness  in  after  life.  The  boys  are 
taught  to  work  on  the  farm ;  the  girls  are  instructed  in  sewing, 
washing,  cooking,  &c.  A  marked  constrast  is  manifest  between  the 
children  who  come  to  school  and  those  who  do  not ;  indeed,  strangew 
sometimes  tell  us  that  wherever  they  see  an  Indian  child  they  can  teU 
whether  it  has  been  living  at  the  mission  or  not.  We  have  our  hin- 
drances and  difficulties,  but  still  we  have  much  to  encourage  us  in 
the  school  and  among  the  people.  Some  of  our  pupils  are  growing 
up  to  be  fine  young  men  and  women  ;  well  behaved^  intelligent,  of 
good  moral  character,  and  religious.  Their  pious  influence  is  already 
felt  for  good.  God  is  gathering  souls  to  himself  from  among  more 
than  one  band.  He  is  pouring  out  his  spirit  on  this  people.  The  re- 
deemed are  brought  into  the  fold  of  Christ.  We  believe  much  k 
owing  to  the  labor  and  zeal  of  the  children.  "  Out  of  the  months  of 
babes  and  sucklings  Thou  has  perfected  praise." 

A  few  months  smce  we  had  an  interesting  *' communion  season;" 
a  number  united  with  the  church.  Among  the  happy  company  was 
the  head  chief  of  the  nation.  No  one  could  have  been  a  careless 
spectator.  Even  the  unbeliever  would  have  been  forced  to  say,  "This 
is  the  finger  of  God." 

Some  of  the  Seminoles  still  cling  to  their  old  customs  and  supersti- 
tions ;  but  in  many  places  where  dancing,  drinking,  quarrelling,  and 
fighting  was  the  debasing,  destroying  power,  the  voice  of  prayer  and 
praise  now  ascends  to  the  God  of  nations.  Our  school  is  respected 
among  the  people  and  abroad.  Those  who  are  not  Seminoles  have  to 
board  and  clothe  their  children,  and  yet  we  have  more  applicants  than 
we  can  accommodate.  Sometimes  parents  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance want  to  send  their  children.  Those  best  able  to  judge  say 
schools  conducted  on  the  manual  labor  plan,  where  the  schools  are 
under  the  constant  care  of  the  missionary,  are  best  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  Seminoles.  Not  long  since  the  head  chief  requested  us 
to  take  in  ten  more  scholars,  saying  he  thought  that  would  be  enough 
until  we  move  to  the  new  country.  All  that  are  favorable  to  schools, 
(as  far  as  I  know,)  both  chiefs  and  people,  desire  us  to  move  with 
them  to  their  new  homes  and  take  charge  of  their  schools.  We  are 
willing  to  go;  our  board  is  ready  to  send  us.  We  hope  the  Lord  will 
direct  the  department  in  assigning  such  schools  for  the  Seminoles  as 
will  be  most  for  his  glory  and  their  good. 

Our  corn  crop  promises  to  be  very  good  this  year  ;  the  garden  is 
doing  very  well. 

We  have  had  several  cases  of  severe  sickness  and  one  death.     One 
of  our  little  Indian  girls  was  taken  from  us,  but  we  trust  she  is  now 
in  heaven.     At  present  we  all  enjoy  tolerable  health,  thanks  to  a 
kind  Heavenly  Father. 
^        With  kindest  regaida,  yours  truly, 
*  5QHN  LILLEY. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Wasmotj^^is, 

Seminole  -Agcwt* 
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No.  94. 


Agency  for  Choctaws  and  Chickasws, 
bcuUyvUley  Choctaw  Nation^  September  15,  1857. 

Sir  :  While  at  Washington  city,  knowing  that  I  should  be  unable 
to  reach  Fort  Washita  in  time  to  obtain  reports  from  the  several  mis- 
sionaries and  superintendents  of  schools  among  the  two  tribes  under 
my  charge,  a  circular  was  addressed  to  each  of  them,  requesting  in- 
formation, under  various  heads,  to  be  forwarded  to  your  care  at  Fort 
Smith,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  make  my  annual  report. 

As  yet  I  have  not  received  reports  from  all,  but  hope  those  wanting 
will  arrive  and  be  forwarded  to  Washington  in  time  to  be  printed 
with  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Aflfairs. 

As  you  are  aware,  I  have  but  recently  arrived  within  this  agency, 
and  have  been  so  much  occupied  in  delivering  bounty  land  warants 
to  Choctaws,  that  it  has  been  out  of  my  power  to  go  among  the  Chick- 
asaws,  or  even  into  the  Bed  river  districts  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 

I  regret  to  learn  that  during  my  absence  both  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws  have  been  in  an  excited  condition  in  regard  to  political 
affairs,  and  that  great  disorder  has  prevailed. 

Among  the  Choctaws  this  state  of  things  has  arisen  from  disagree- 
ments as  to  the  force  and  effect  of  the  new  constitution  adopted  by 
the  Choctaw  convention  last  January.  Elections  were  ordered  under 
both  the  old  and  the  new  constitution,  thus  bringing  about  a  condition 
in  their  political  affairs  threatening  collision  between  the  opposing 
parties,  and  total  disorganization  of  the  Choctaw  government. 

But  I  have  reason  to  hope  *^  the  sober  second  thought"  of  the  people 
will  allay  all  agitation,  restore  peace,  and  that  order  and  law  will 
prevail. 

Believing  such  will  be  the  result,  I  forbear  any  comment  upon  the 
hidden  causes  which  have  produced  the  present  unhappy  state  of 
feeling  among  the  Choctaws.  The  unsettled  state  of  the  Chickasaws 
arose  from  a  different  and  rather  novel  cause. 

It  appears  the  original  manuscript  laws  passed  by  the  Chickasaw 
legislature  under  their  new  constitution  were  sent  into  Texas  in 
charge  of  a  young  Chickasaw  to  be  printed,  (no  copies  even  having 
been  retained,)  and  that  the  young  man  mysteriously  disappeared, 
taking  the  laws  with  him. 

The  treaty  of  1856  between  the  United  States,  the  Choctaws,  and 
the  Chickasaws,  provided  that  Choctaw  law  should  remain  in  force 
within  the  Chickasaw  districts  until  other  laws  should  be  enacted  in 
lieu  thereof.  This  the  Chickasaw  legislature  had  done,  but  the  laws 
were  lost  or  misplaced,  so  that  no  one  could  know  what  laws  were  in 
force.  Under  this  strange  state  of  affairs,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
great  disorder  should  prevail,  and  murders  and  other  high  crimes  be 
committed. 

I  learn  the  governor  specially  convened  the  legislature,  and  about 
that  time  the  missing  messenger  was  heard  of  at  Shrevesport,  and 
hopes  were  entertained  that  the  laws  would  be  leco^^x^,    Y^x^KoxaA 
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the  legislatare  took  proper  steps  to  remedy  the  evils  under  which  the 
Chickasaw  people  were  lahoring^  and  that  order  has  been  restored. 

I  desire  again  respectfnlly  to  call  attention  to  the  Aecessity  of  a  na- 
tive constabulary  force,  organized  and  paid  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  subject  to  the  immediate  control  and  orders  of  the 
Indian  agent,  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  enforce  the  laws  more 
promptly  than  can  be  done  under  present  arrangements. 

This  has  been  repeatedly  urged  in  former  reports  by  myself,  and 
would  not  be  recurred  to  but  for  the  fact  that  my  convictions  that 
such  a  force  is  indispensably  necessary  have  been  strengthened  by  re- 
cent events  among  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 

Amidst  the  troubles  prevailing  we  have  reason,  however,  to  rejcrice 
that  an  abundant  harvest  has  placed  the  people  beyond  want,  sdJ 
that  they  are  progressing  in  those  things  which  constitute  the  Ijmb 
of  all  civilized  and  prosperous  communities.  A  growing  desire  for 
education,  and  particularly  for  neighborhood  schools,  is  manifoted 
among  the  Choctaws;  quite  a  number  being  well  sustained  by  neigh- 
borhood contrihutions. 

The  interest  arising  from  the  ^500,000  invested  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  June,  1855,  will  enable  the  Choctaw 
council  to  establish  a  system  of  common  schools,  in  connexion  with 
the  academies,  supported  by  the  interest  arising  from  the  $500,000  in- 
vested for  the  Choctaw  nation  under  the  treaty  of  1837  between  the 
Choctaws  and  the  Chickasaws. 

The  two  systems  combined  will  place  the  facilities  for  an  education 
within  the  reach  of  every  Choctaw  child  ;  and  if  the  academies  are 
properly  managed,  there  will  no  longer  be  any  necessity  for  sending 
Choctaw  youth  out  of  the  country  to  obtain  a  thorough  education. 

Herewith  I  enclose  such  missionary  and  school  reports  as  ha?e 
reached  me. 

Referring  to  them  for  information  in  detail,  as  to — 1st,  the  numher 
of  schools  and  pupils  ;  2d,  the  number  and  names  of  the  employes  at 
the  schools  and  missionary  stations ;  3d,  the  number  of  farms  and  of 
acres  cultivated  at  them,  and  the  product ;  4th,  the  number  of  churches 
and  Sabbath  schools ;  5th,  the  condition  of  the  people  as  to  civiliza- 
tion, religion,  education,  industry,  temperance,  agriculture,  com- 
merce, mechanic  arts ;  and  for  information  as  to  the  dimate,  soil  and 
productions  of  the  country  inhabited  by  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

DOUGLAS  H.  COOPER, 
United  States  Indian  agent  for  Chodaufs  and  Chickasato». 

Hon.  Elias  Rector, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Fort  Smithy  Arkansas^ 
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No.  95. 


Stockbridgb,  Eagletown  p.  0., 

Choctaw  NcUum,  August  3,  1857. 

Sir  :  A  copy  of  your  circular  to  superintendents  of  schools  and  mis- 
sions among  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  dated  Washington,  July  14, 
1857,  reached  me  by  the  last  mail.  Tou  desire  information  upon 
certain  subjects  which  you  have  specified  and  numbered.  I  am  happy 
to  give  you  information  pertaining  to  my  own  sphere  of  labors  with- 
out delay. 

1st.  "The  number  of  schools  under  your  charge,  &c/' 

The  schools  in  this  part  of  the  nation  are  all  placed  under  the  care 
of  other  persons. 

The  lyanubi  female  seminary  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr. 
Jasen  D.  Chamberlain.  He  is  now  absent  on  a  journey.  He  expects 
to  be  at  home  in  about  two  weeks,  and  will  then  answer  the  circular 
you  sent  him.  It  has  been  received  at  the  station.  The  other  schools, 
neighborhood  schools,  Saturday  and  Sabbath  schools,  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  trustees  of  public  schools,  and  each  school,  as  I  under- 
stand, has  a  distinct  board  of  trustees  to  manage  its  interests,  employ 
teachers,  &c.  There  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year  five 
Saturday  and  Sabbath  schools;  from  statements  I  have  heard,  I  judge 
that  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  scholars.  There  was  pro- 
vision made  for  two  neighborhood  schools  to  be  taught  through  the 
week ;  one  of  these  only  went  into  operation,  and  that  has  had  a  vaca- 
tion for  some  time  past. 

The  trustees  of  the  schools,  I  presume,  will  regard  it  as  their  privi- 
lege to  report  to  you  respecting  the  schools  under  their  patronage. 

2d.     "Names  of  employes,  &c." 

I  usually  employ  Choctaws  to  work  by  the  day  at  the  usual  price — 
t.  e.,  fifty  cents  a  day.  They  chop  cord-wood  for  me  at  fifty  cents  a 
cord.  I  pay  them  from  my  annual  allowance  as  a  missionary,  received 
from  the  missionary  board,  which  is  four  hundred  dollars  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  There  is  in  my  family  an  orphan  girl,  the  daughter  of 
white  parents.  She  was  committed  to  us  in  Cincinnati,  July,  1853, 
by  those  who  have  charge  of  the  asylum  in  that  city.  She  is  now 
about  sixteen  years  of  age.  Her  age  was  not  known  when  we  received 
her. 

Mrs.  Byington  is  spending  the  summer  in  Ohio.  Kev.  Alexander 
Reed  and  family  have  been  with  me  since  last  December.  He  has 
aided  me  much  in  my  labors.  His  object  is  to  pursue  the  study  of  the 
Choctaw  language. 

3d.  "The  number  of  farms,  &c." 

The  land  I  cultivate  can  hardly  be  called  a  farm.  I  have  about 
three  acres  of  land  in  cultivation.  I  have  a  calf  pasture  of  about 
twenty  acres.  On  the  three  acres  this  year  there  have  been,  or  are 
now  in  cultivation,  some  rye  and  corn,  planted  in  drills  for  fodder, 
Indian  corn,  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes,  pumpkins,  and  various  garden 
vegetables.  There  is  an  orchard  of  fruit  trees  of  various  kinds,  such 
as  peach,  apple,  pear,  plum  and  cherry  trees.     We  have  a  few  quince 
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bashes,  raspberries  and  grape  vines ;  I  purchase  corn  aad  fodder  of 
my  neighbors,  and  flour  where  I  can  find  it  in  market. 

4th.  **The  number  of  churches  and  Sabbath  schools." 

We  have  one  building,  situated  near  the  seminary,  which  is  used  ex- 
clusively as  a  church.  There  are  six  other  buildings  in  this  sectioa 
of  country,  which  are  used  as  school  houses,  and  as  places  where  tie 
people  meet  on  the  Sabbath  for  religious  worship.  In  the  warm  «•• 
son  they  meet  under  bush  arbors,  which  are  erected  near  the  school 
houses.  There  are  now  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  members  ah 
rolled  on  the  Mountain  Fork  Church  records,  and  there  have  be^nonf 
hundred  and  fifty  scholars  at  all  the  native  schools.  These,  you  will 
bear  in  mind,  are  not  in  my  care. 

I  received  my  appointment,  as  a  missionary  to  the  Choctaws,  in 
September,  1820.  1  am  still  supported  by  the  American  B(»rd,  the 
centre  of  whose  operations  is  at  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  amount  expended  by  that  board  for  the  Choctaw  mission  for 
the  year  ending  July  31,  1856,  was  $10,301  02,  and  for  the  yetr 
previous  it  was  |6,728  65.  The  amount  expended  for  this  year  has 
not  been  published.  The  amount  contributed  by  private  persons  to 
the  same  object  in  the  Indian  nation  I  am  uuahle  to  give.  The 
amount  contributed  here  was  $12  75. 

5th.  '*  The  condition  of  the  people,  &c." 

1st.  Civilization, — I  omit  the  mention  of  their  constitution,  laws, 
&c.  Most  of  the  families  have  farms  well  fenced,  and  many  live  in 
comfortable  cabins.  They  build  their  own  cabins  anjl  cultivate  their 
own  farms.  Hunting  game  for  a  subsistence  ceased  years  ago ;  catde, 
horses,  hogs,  sheep,  and  poultry  are  raised.  There  are  many  yoke  of 
working  oxen.  Some  men  have  wagons,  and,  at  times,  teams  of  four 
yoke  of  oxen  pass  along  th«  road  hauling  goods  for  the  merchants. 

Most  farmers  have  a  small  assortment  of  ploughs,  axes,  and  hoes; 
tools  of  various  kinds  are  common,  such  as  saws,  augers,  chisels, 
wedges,  and  frows.  There  are  a  few  wells  and  stone  chimneys. 
Some  even  have  glass  windows,  plank  floors,  and  good  tables,  and 
bedsteads.  There  are  mills  for  grinding  corn  and  wheat,  and  cotton 
gins,  ferry  boats,  and  highways  made  according  to  legal  enactments; 
some  few  have  good  gardens,  and  cultivate  wheat  and  oats  as  well  as 
corn  and  cotton. 

The  English  is  spoken  but  little  out  of  families  which  are  not  in 
full  or  in  part  white  in  their  origin.  American  manners,  usages,  and 
garments  are  gradually  coming  into  use.  These  things  indicate  pro- 
gress, and  encourage  us  in  our  labors  and  hopes  for  the  good  of  this 
nation. 

2d.  ^^  Religion,'* — The  Christian  religion  has  greatly  aided  this 
people.  They  regard  it  as  the  lever  which  has  lifted  them  up  from 
the  ruin  in  which  they  once  lay,  and  it  is  advancing.  The  Sabbath 
is  more  generally  known  and  observed,  and  the  New  Testament,  in 
Choctaw,  is  now  more  generally  read  than  heretofore.  The  attend- 
ance at  religious  meetings  on  the  Sabbath  is  very  good.  The  con- 
duct of  the  people  at  such  times  deserves  commendation.  The 
influence  of  the  Christian  religion  is  often  silent  and  gentle,  but  it  is 
real  and  decided ;  and  upon  the  superstitions  of  the  dark  age  now 
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pasBing  away  has  been  very  great.  The  influence  is  seen  in  families, 
m  school,  at  the  courts,  and  at  the  general  councils  of  the  nation,  as 
you  yourself  hare  witnessed.  Count  the  families  who  have  English 
Bibles. 

3d.  ^^  Education," — Education  of  the  youth  in  English  and  in  the 
native  language  is  now  much  sought  ibr  as  a  great  favor,  a  great  help, 
and  source  of  private  enjoyment,  as  well  as  of  usefulness  to  others. 
The  advantages  of  an  education  are  better  understood  than  ever  before. 
The  necessities^  too,  for  an  education  are  pressing  hard  on  many 
minds.  The  increasing  calls  to  meet  and  transact  business  with 
white  men  and  educated  men  plainly  teaches  the  Choctaws  their  need 
of  a  thorough  education.  The  influence  of  books  and  newspapers, 
and  schools  and  religious  meetings,  as  well  as  legislation,  courts,  and 
councils,  are  all  in  the  same  direction.  An  educated  man  has  ears 
with  which  he  cau  hear,  speaks  in  Congress  or  in  Parliament,  and 
eyes  with  which  he  can  see  the  great  men  of  Washington  or  London. 
To  be  able  to  stand  firm  and  on  equal  ground  at  such  a  time  as  this 
with  all  white  men,  the  Choctaws  must  be  well  educated,  not  only  in 
our  school  books,  but  in  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible. 

4th.  ^^  Industry  " — This  has  greatly  increased  in  a  few  years. 
The  various  and  improved  fields  and  buildings  prove  this.  The 
people  are  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  own  industry  in  the  increase  of 
their  credit  with  men  of  business,  and  in  their  own  home  comforts 
when  sick  as  well  as  when  in  health. 

A  ten-rail  fence  alone  is  a  lawful  fence.  This  is  proof  enough  that 
farmers  are  not  to  be  indulged  in  laziness  in  this  nation.  The  great 
drought  of  previous  years  cut  short  the  hopes  of  the  husbandmen. 
The  severe  frost  of  April  6,  1857,  when  the  thermometer  stood  at  18 
degrees,  destroyed  much  wheat,  killed  the  corn,  the  fruit  of  all  kinds, 
and  the  mast ;  since  then  the  hope  of  our  people  has  been  in  the 
labor  of  their  hands.  Now  we  trust  in  a  kind  providence  that  their 
labors  will  be  rewarded. 

5th.  ^^  Temperance." — This  nation  is  proven  as  a  decided  people 
against  ardent  spirits,  so  much  so  that  all  men  who  wish  for  an  office 
must  be  right  on  this  subject.  If  rumors  get  out  that  a  public  officer 
has  been  intoxicated,  they  will  be  investigated ;  aud  those  who  in- 
vestigate are  sustained. 

Yet,  alas  !  there  are  too  many  who  drink  to  excess.  They  obtain  it 
'^over  the  line"  among  the  whites.  The  officers  of  the  nation  are 
quite  faithful  in  executing  the  laws ;  still  these  laws  are  sometimes 
evaded.  Much  depends  on  the  chief;  if  he  is  decided  and  resolute,  his 
officers  will  be  so,  too.  Were  it  not  that  the  people  have  been  so  decided 
on  this  subject,  our  schools  and  other  eflbrts  would  have  been  of  very 
little  use  to  the  nation.     We  are  a  help  to  them  in  this  very  thing. 

6th.  ^^Agriculture  " — I  have  already  spoken  of  this  in  connexion 
with  *'  Industry;"  I  can  add  a  few  words.  There  has  been  for  a  long 
time  a  gradual  improvement  in  agriculture.  The  best  time  and 
manner  of  planting,  the  best  soils  and  mode  of  cultivation,  are  now 
much  better  understood  than  formerly.  The  situation  of  grounds  for  a 
farm  and  a  home  is  now  much  better  known ;  some  find  it  healthier  to 
live  on  high  grounds,  while  they  cultivate  fields  on  the  bottoms.    The 
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corn  raised  on  the  river  bottoms  during  the  few  past  dry  years  did 
much  to  save  the  land  from  the  horrors  of  a  famine  ;  the  fields  on  the 
hills,  and  the  corn  which  was  planted  late  in  the  season,  yielded  bat 
little. 

6th.  **  Commerce.'' — On  this  subject  I  am  not  able  to  give  yon 
much  information.  The  merchants  could  inform  you  as  to  the  natore 
and  value  of  exports,  and  the  amount  of  their  importations,  mach 
better  than  I  can. 

7th.  ^^  Mechanics  arts." — ^Except  working  in  wood  and  iron,  bat 
little  is  done  by  the  Choctaws  near  me.  There  are  blacksmith  shops 
belonging  to  native  young  men,  and  there  are  others  who  repair 
wagons,  stock  ploughs,  make  gates,  frame  sheds,  tan  leather,  male 
shoes.  Every  man  can  build  his  own  cabin.  There  is  a  large  abk 
quarry  on  Mountain  Fork,  a  few  miles  above  Eagletown.  I  hare 
heard  the  Choctaws  speak  of  two  places  where  fossil  coal  is  found  on 
the  banks  of  the  river. 

There  is  much  good  soil,  good  prairie  land,  good  timber,  and  a 
good  range  for  domestic  animals  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  Choctaw 
nation.  It  is  a  good  country  for  a  sober,  industrious,  moral,  quiet, 
and  religious  people  to  reside  in  and  provide  for  their  families. 

The  Choctaws  who  still  remain  here,  and  who  are  sober  and  indus- 
trious, have  prospered.  I  hope  they  may  be  blessed  in  coming  years, 
and  that  their  inheritance  will  be  continued  to  them  **  while  water 
runs  and  the  grass  grows." 

I  have  already  seen  many  good  changes  take  place  among  them. 
This  is  a  welcome  reward  for  years  of  toil.  But  I  am  admonished 
that  my  period  of  labor  for  them  must  soon  come  to  a  close.  May 
the  Lord  be  there  keeper  and  guide,  and  may  he  also  aid  you  in  all 
your  efforts  to  guide  them  in  the  ways  of  peace,  virtue,  honor,  and 
salvation. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

CYRUS  BYINGTON. 
General  Douglas  H.  Cooper, 

United  Stales  Agent,  Ac. 


No.  96. 

GooDLAND,  Cherokee  Nation,  August  16,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  report  of  the  mission  station 
at  Goodland  for  the  past  year.  Two  neighborhood  day  schools  have 
been  sustained — one  at  this  place,  taught  by  Mrs.  Stark ;  the  other  at 
Bok-Chito,  taught  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Dwight,  a  native  licentiate  preacher. 
The  whole  number  of  children  connected  with  these  schools  has  been 
about  seventy. 

The  average  attendance  a\.\SQ\^^\^^e\v^%\i^^\3L\jsR^\itY-five  ;  at  Bok- 
Chito,  about  twenty  •  T\ie  nuinViet  ol\>^i^  ^tA  %Yt\^  ^\^  ^X^xiX,  ^o^iJi^j 
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divided;  the  studies  pursued  have  been  the  common  English  branches , 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  the  assembly's  shorter 
catechism ;  nothing  has  been  received  from  any  source  for  the  support 
of  these  schools,  except  what  the  people  have  voluntarily  contributed. 
At  Bok-Chito  they  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Dwight  $150  in  produce,  stock, 
&c.  at  this  place  they  raised  $40  in  money.  Nothing  has  been  received 
from  any  other  source  for  the  school  at  this  place  for  the  past  three 
years.      There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  neighborhood  schools 
throughout  the  nation.     A  very  large  proportion  of  the  children  are 
without  the  means  of  instruction.  It  is  safe  to  estimate  the  whole  number 
of  children  among  the  Choctaws,  of  a  proper  age  to  attend  school,  at 
about  two  thousand  ;  not  more  than  four  hundred  receive  any  benefit 
from  the  present  boarding  school  system.  Ought  the  means  of  obtaining 
a  good  common  school  education  be  withheld  from  these  remaining 
one  thousand  six  hundred,  who  are  equally  entitled  to  them? 
The  station  is  connected  with  the  American  Board  of  Foreign 
'     Missions.     The  amount  appropriated  by  them  for  its  support  the  past 
year  was  $600.     The  following  persons  are  connected  with  it,  viz : 
'     Oliver  P.  Stark,  a  native  of  New  York,  aged  thirty-five ;    Mrs.  H. 
M.  Stark,  a  native  of  Vermont,  aged  twenty-six  ;  one  white  and  one 
'     colored  servant  connected  with  the  station.     There  are  about  fifteen 
I     acres  under  cultivation.     The  products  are  corn,  oats,  potatoes,  &c. 
>     The  land  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  though^  taken  as  a  whole,  this 
I     region  of  country  is  inferior  to  no  part  of  the  nation. 
1         The  Goodland  church  numbers  about  two  hundred  and  eighty 
members.  Among  these  professing  Christians,  taking  everything  into 
I     consideration,  the  state  of  piety  will  compare  favorably  with  what  we 
P     find  among  ^Christians  elsewhere.     Our  meetings  are  well  attended, 
I     and  a  good  degree  of  interest  manifested  upon  religious  subjects.    The 
f     spirit  of  benevolence  isincreasing,  and  greater,  effortsare  made  tosustain 
$     tne  institutions  of  the  Gospel.     In  the  neighborhood  of  Bok-Chito  we 
are  erectiug  a  frame  building  for  church  purposes,  32  by  22  feet ;  the 
material  for  the  frame  work  has  been  wrought  out  by  the  people  ;  the 
i     lumber  they  have  purchased  and  hauled  themselves.     The  contract 
for  building  was  given  to  a  young  man,  a  full-blood  Choctaw,  who 
engaged  to  complete  it  for  the  sum  of  $210,  and  his  board  found — one- 
half  to  be  paid  in  money,  and  one-half  in  stock ;  of  this  amount  they 
raised  by  subscription  $170.     On  my  representing  the  case  to  the 
church  executive  committee  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  they  generously  donated  to  us  $100  ;  with  this  amount 
we  expect  to  finish  the  house,  free  of  debt.     This  is  the  second  frame 
church  belonging  to  this  congregation.     Besides  what  our  people 
have  done  is  this  way,  they  have  given  $125  for  mission  purposes. 
This  amount  is  deducted  from  the  amount  paid  by  the  board  for  the 
t      support  of  the  station,  making  the  whole  expense  of  the  board  $475. 
I  In  addition  to  my  labors  in  this  field,  I  am  associated  with  the  Rev. 

I       C.  Kingsbury  in  the  care  of  the  Good  Water  church.     This  church 
I      is  distant  about  fourteen  miles,  and  numbers  something  less  than  one 
f       hundred  members  ;  for  more  than  a  year  they  have  been  deprived  of 
the  stated  means  of  grace,  and  the  attendance  and  interest  Viw^  t\s>n» 
been  what  they  formerly  were.   The  field^  \iowever ,  \^  «^  ^tqtckvsvtl^ ^^^^-^ 
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and  efficient  and  well-directed  missionary  efforts  at  this  place  wonld  be 
well  repaid. 

Our  Presbytery,  attheir  last  meeting,  placed  the  Chish-oktak  chnrdi 
under  the  care  of  Rev.  E.  Hotchkin  and  myself.  This  place  is  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Blue,  and  distant  from  us  about  thirty  miles;  I  hsve 
not  been  able,  owing  to  the  distance  and  press  of  other  labor,  to  Tiflit 
there.  It  is  nearer  to  Mr.  Hotchkin,  and  he  has  the  direction  of 
affairs.  The  church  numbers  about  fifty  members.  They  hafe  s 
comfortable  place  of  meeting,  and  are  interested  in  efforts  to  promote 
the  cause  of  religion. 

The  temperance  cause  still  has  its  warm  friends  and  adyocstefi. 
Temperance  meetings  are  frequently  held  and  largely  attended. 

Increased  attention  has  been  paid  the  past  year  to  the  cultiTatioiof 
the  soil  and  the  raising  of  stock. 

The  cold  and  dry  weather  early  in  the  spring  led  us  to  fear  tbfttthe 
crops  of  every  description  would  be  a  total  fauure.  They  ha?e\icHi 
very  much  injured  in  places,  but  in  this  vicinity  the  corn  crop  will^ 
abundant. 

I  am,  with  respect^  yours,  truly, 

O.  P.  8TABK. 

Douglas  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

Choctaw  AgerU. 


No.  97. 

Bbnninqton,  C.  N., 

Attguat  18,  1857. 

Dbab  Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  and  our  usual  custom, 
I  now  sit  down  to  write  you  a  brief  report. 

1st.  There  is  no  school  at  this  station,  nor  is  there  any  school  under 
my  charge. 

2d.  There  are  no  persons  in  my  employ,  except  the  necessary  ss- 
sistants  in  the  domestic  labors  of  the  family,  and  these  are  all 
paid  out  of  my  allowance  from  the  board. 

3d.  I  have  no  farm  under  cultivation,  except  some  three  or  four  acres 
planted  in  vegetables  for  family  use. 

4th.  Under  the  care  of  Bev.  Allen  Wright  and  myself  are  three 
churches,  viz  :  Bennington,  Mount  Pleasant,  and  Six  Town.  Con- 
nected with  these  churches  are  two  hundred  and  two  members,  of  whom 
five  are  whites,  five  colored^  and  the  remainder  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws.  Connected  with  these  churches  are  also  three  native 
Saturday  and  Sunday  schools,  managed  entirely  by  natives. 

In  connexion  with  Bev.  C.  H.  Wilson,  we  also  have  charge  of  die 
Chickasaw  church,  numbering  one  hundred  and  twelve  members,  of 
whom  about  forty  are  colored,  and  the  rest  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 
There  are  three  Sabbath  schools  connected  with  this  church,  taught 
and  managed  by  natives,  except  the  one  at  Boggy  Depot ;  that  ii 
taught  or  managed  by  Mr.  M.  A.  Lynde,  a  white  man  residing  at 
that  place.    The  pupWa  m  «b\\  ^u\ife^^  %OciwJka  %.^^\^%<^  probably  one 
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hundred  or  more.  As  to  the  age  of  our  church  members  and  pupils, 
none  can  tell,  for  few  of  them  know  their  own  ages.  Besides  the 
children  in  these  schools,  many  are  taught  by  their  parents  at  home. 
I  am  laboring  under  the  direction  of  the  American  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  Foreign  Missions,  which  board  allows  me  the  sum  of 
|600  per  annum  for  the  support  of  my  family.  The  above  named 
churches  have  contributed  this  year  the  amount  of  $58  35  to  the  cause 
of  foreign  missions. 

This  amount,  however,  is  expended  on  the  field  for  the  payment  of 

native  assistants.     Of  these  we  employ  several,  who  are  ruling  elders 

in  the  churches,  to  assist  in  maintaining  public  worship  at  our  differ- 

^    ent  preaching  stations.     There  are  ten  different  places  where  we  are 

J    now  preaching  the  Gospel. 

^       5th.  The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  just  now  are  in  rather  an 

unsettled  condition  politically ;  but  we  look  for  a  better  state  of  things. 

^,       As  to  industry  there  has  been  perceptibly  little  progress  during  the 

^  year.     Bather  more  land  has  perhaps  been  cultivated  than  last  year. 

1^  The  late  frost,  together  with  a  violent  hail-storm,  destroyed  the  wheat 

crop  in  this  section.     The  oat  crop  was  also  affected,  but  corn  is  coming 

on  finely. 

i       During  the  past  year  a  good  saw  and  flouring  mill  has  been  erected 

at  the  bridge  on  Blue,     ^his  will  afford  encouragement  to  the  people 

in  regard  to  raising  wheat. 

The  cause  of  popular  education  has  prospered  during  the  year.  The 
native  schools  also  have  prospered,  and  are  doing  much  to  enlighten 
the  masses  among  both  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws.  The  supply  of 
books  in  Choctaw  is  rather  limited,  yet  the  natives^  from  such  as  we 
have,  are  enabled  to  learn  to  read  and  write,  and  also  to  get  a  limited 
I    knowledge  of  arithmetic. 

i        There  has  been  an  increase  of  intemperance  during  the  year,  but 
\    we  trust  this  will  not  be  permanent;  many  have  remained  true  friends 
of  the  temperance  cause  through  all  the  excitements  that  have  agitated 
the  public  mind. 

In  regard  to  religion,  there  have  been  some  cases  of  declension,  but 

these  are  not  many,  or,  at  least,  the  declension  cannot  be  called  general; 

I     others  remain  firm,  and  quite  a  number  have  been  added  to  the 

churches.     In  our  labors  in  this  department  our  elders  have  rendered 

I     efficient  service  ;  some  of  our  young  men  have  turned  their  attention 

to  trade,  but  few  have  engaged  in  the  mechanic  arts. 
I         On  the  whole,  our  people  are  making  progress  towards  a  preparation 
^     for  the  approaching  crisis.     But  this  progress  is  much  slower  than  we 
\     could  desire,  though  sufficient  to  afford  us  permanent  encouragement 
I     in  our  labors.     Great  disorders,  however,  still  prevail  both  among  the 
I     Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  ;  but  we  hope  these  will  gradually  disap- 
pear, and  that  both  tribes,  for  whom  we  feel  so  deep  an  interest,  will 
become  settled  and  established  in  all  things  that  contribute  to  make 
an  intelligent,  industrious,  and  Christian  peGlt)le. 
With  much  respect,  yours,  truly, 

C.  C.  COPELAND. 
D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

United  States  Agent  fw  Chodawa  and  Chickasaws. 


Ist.  We  have  no  schools  under  our  charge  as  missionaries  ;  there- 
fore we  have  none  to  report  upon. 

We  are  truly  sorry  that  it  is  so.  We  must  confess  that  we  have  been 
so  much  neglected  by  our  people  that  the  Baptists  have  not  even  )d 
neighborhood  schools  to  report  in  regard  to.  Notwithstanding  tH 
the  Baptist  mission  has  done  as  much  for  the  Choctaw  people  a?  tfj 
other  missionaries  among  them,  although  they  were  the  last  mis- 
sionaries sent  among  them. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mushalutubbe  district  was  given  up  to  ^e 
unbeliever,  and  nothing  could  be  done  for  it.  We  are  lahoring  theran, 
and  commenced  preaching  the  Gospel  August  17,  1852.  We  no' 
have  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  souls,  and  among  them  a  few  blacks. 
There  are  numbers  of  children  growing  up  without  education. 

We  are  instructing  all  we  can  in  the  light  of  the  Gospel,  as  minis- 
ters of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  chtlrch  is  increased  ererj 
Sabbath  day. 

We  think  our  people  are  making  considerable  progress  in  the  iraj 
of  industry,  as  they  are  making  much  wheat  the  present  yew, 
fine  crops  of  corn,  as  well  as  some  cotton,  which  is  unusual  in  this  part 
of  the  nation. 

We  have  very  few  native  smiths  in  this  part;  as  to  other  mechanics, 
we  have  none.  Our  principal  trade  is  in  cattle,  horses,  hides,  cotton, 
corn  and  pork.  Wherever  religion  prevails,  there  are  also  temperance 
and  industry. 

We  are  under  the  Board  of  the  Domestic  Southern  Baptist  Mission. 
and  are  sustained  by  it. 

We  are  fully  satisfied  that  this  country  is  well  adapted  to  produce 
and  is  a  fine,  healthy  country. 
We  are  yours,  &c., 

WILLIAM  CASS. 
LEWIS  CASS. 
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than  in  the  one  now  closed.  As  a  natural  result,  our  lahors  have  been 
less  laborious  to  us,  and  more  profitable  to  them.  From  time  to  time 
I  have  submitted  such  statements  to  the  trustee  having  the  school 
under  his  care  as  I  supposed  would  interest  him ;  and  as  he  has  ever 
had  a  word  of  good  counsel  for  the  children,  and  also  one  of  encourage- 
ment for  us,  he  has  been  a  welcome  visitor.^ 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  D.  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Superintendent. 
D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

United  States  Indian  Agent. 


No.  100. 


Good  Water,  Choctaw  Nation, 
Jtdy  16,  1857. 

StR :  The  female  boarding  school  located  at  this  place,  and  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Koonsha  Seminary,  provides  for  the  instruction 
and  boarding  of  forty-four  girls  selected  by  the  trustees  of  the  public 
j;  schools  in  the  Choctaw  nation.  The  expenses  of  conducting  the  school 
are  met  by  an  appropriation  of  three  thousand  dollars  annually  on 
the  part  of  the  Choctaw  nation,  and  the  balance  by  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  ;  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  latter,  ac- 
cording to  agreement,  is  five  hundred  dollars  annually,  but  the  amount 
actually  paid  by  this  board  has  been,  on  an  average,  more  than  five 
times  the  sum  required  by  the  stipulations  of  the  contract. 

The  school  opened  its  last  session  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Octo- 
ber, 1856,  and  closed  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1857.  After  a  little 
more  delay  than  would  be  desirable,  the  number  of  forty-four  board- 
ing scholars  was  completed  ;  of  this  number  thirty-four  had  been  here 
during  the  previous  year,  and  ten  were  added,  eight  of  whom  had 
never  been  at  school. 

The  school  is  professedly  a  manual  labor  institution,  but  the  labor- 
ing department  has  not  been  conducted  with  as  much  efficiency  during 
the  past  year  as  the  best  interests  of  the  pupils  would  seem  to  demand. 
This  was  owing  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified  per- 
sons to  take  charge  of  this  department.  In  addition  to  the  boarding 
scholars,  three  day  scholars  have  attended  the  school  with  great  regu- 
larity, and  quite  a  number  more  might  have  been  brought  into  the 
school  as  day  scholars  if  our  accommodations  and  force  of  teachers 
had  admitted  of  our  doing  so.  In  the  department  of  study  the  girls 
have  been  trained  in  the  following  branches :  Fifteen  have  read  in 
Loveirs  Second  Reader,  Goodrich's  Third  Reader,  Willard's  History 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Old  Testament?  Fourteen  have  read  in 
Lovell's  Second  Reader,  Goodrich's  Third  Reader,  and  the  Old  Tes- 
tament. Eleven  have  read  McGuffey's  First  Reader,  Lovell's  Second 
Reader,  and  the  New  Testament.  Eight  began  with  the  al^kvsA^^^^ 
and  went  carefully  through  the  Gradual  Piimet  audL^cOsvifia^'  %^\x^n* 
34 
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nate  fractions  ;  another  class  of  six  has  used  the  same  book,  and  hu 
j^one  as  far  as  the  addition  of  denominate  numbers  ;  and  a  class  d 
seven  has  studied  Chase  as  far  as  multiplication  ;  nine  have  stndial 
Greenleaf's  Mental  Arithmetic,  in  connexion  with  exercises  on  the 
blackboard  ;  twenty-eight  have  had  regular  daily  exercise  in  the  ssi 
of  writing.  A  class  of  four  has  gone  through  Wells'  Eno-lish  Grani- 
raar,  and  another  class  of  four  has  gone  as  far  the  rules  of  syntax, 
but  neither  of  these  classes  has  made  progress  proportionate  to  tte 
time  and  labor  expended. 

Particular  attention  has  been  given  to  spelling,  botb  in  conneiioi 
with  the  regular  reading  exercises  and  as  a  separate  class  exercise. 

The  religious  instruction  has  consisted  of  lessons,  on  Saturdsj 
afternoon  and  Sunday,  in  the  Bible  and  Catechism,  in  addition  to  tk 
ordinary  devotion  of  the  family  and  the  sanctuary. 

A  kind  Providence  has  protected  the  school  during  the  year,  airf 
has  bestowed  upon  it  a  more  than  ordinary  measure  of  health  aui 
happiness,  and  has  not  at  any  time  forsaken  His  servants 

H.  BALENTINE, 
Superintendent  Female  Seminary. 

D.  H.  Cooper, 

f7.  S.  Agent  for  Choctaws. 


No.  101. 


Pine  Ridge,  August  1,  1857. 
Sir:  By  the  last  mail  I  received  your  circular  of  July  14th  and  I 
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late  in  the  term,  taking  the  places  of  some  who  had  left.  The  amount 
of  funds  applied  to  the  support  of  the  seminary  the  past  year  was 
$1,866  66;  $1,600  were  from  the  Choctaw  annuity,  and  $266  66  from 
the  American  hoard. 

2d.  ^^  Names,  ages,  sex,  and  color,  of  aU  employes,  dec,'* — Cyrus 
Kingshury,  age  *7l,  superintendent,  horn  in  New  Hampshire,  com- 
pensation $150  per  annum  ;  Mrs.  Kingshury,  age  74,  horn  in  Massa- 
chusetts, department  of  kitchen  and  dining-room,  compensation  $100 
per  annum  ;  Miss  P.  G.  Child,  teacher  of  the  seminary,  age  47,  born 
in  New  Hampshire,  has  resided  twenty  years  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
compensation  $100  per  annum.  The  above  are  employed  by  the 
American  board.  Miss  Elizabeth  D wight,  Choctaw,  aged  thirty,  has 
the  care  and  instruction  of  the  girls  when  out  of  school,  compensation 
$100  per  annum  ;  a  black  man  and  wife,  hired  slaves,  at  $22  ]3er 
month  ;  James  Dyer,  Choctaw,  aged  22,  mechanic,  at  75  cents  per 
day ;  Joilliston,  Chocta,w,  aged  18,  a  common  laborer,  at  $12  per 
month.  The  last  five  are  employed  by  the  superintendent,  and  all 
are  paid  from  the  joJnt  fund,  being  the  amount  received  from  the 
Choctaw  annuity  and  iVom  the  American  board. 

3d.  ^^ Number  of  acres  cultivated,  (&c. ' ' — There  are  about  twelve  acres 
under  cultivation.  Corn,  rye,  and  oats  are  raised  in  small  quantities. 
Irish  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  beans,  peas,  and  other  garden  vegeta- 
bles are  raised  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the  seminary.  The 
principal  part  of  our  corn  and  oats  is  purchased  from  the  Choctaws, 
and  flour  from  Texas. 

4th.  ^^  The  number  of  churches,  Sabbath  schools,  dc." — At  present 
the  Pine  Ridge  church  is  the  only  one  under  my  particular  charge  ; 
whole  number  of  members  in  this  church  fifty-three.  One  Sunday 
school  at  the  seminary  embracing  all  the  scholars,  and  one  at  Doaks 
ville  for  the  children  of  the  village,  twelve  or  fourteen  in  number ; 
half  of  them  white  children  and  half  Choctaw. 

As  before  intimated,  the  missionaries  and  assistant  missionaries  at 
this  place  are  employed  by  the  American  board.  Not  having  by  me 
the  annual  report,  I  am  not  able  to  state  the  exact  amount  paid  annu- 
ally by  this  board  for  missions  and  schools  among  the  Choctaws,  but 
believe  it  is  usually  between  six  and  eight  thousand  dollars. 

5th.  ^^  Condition  of  the  people,  dc." — As  respects  civilization,  reli- 
gion, education,  temperance,  agriculture,  commerce,  and  the  mechanic 
arts,  the  people  of  this  vicinity,  to  say  the  least,  exhibit  as  fair  speci- 
mens as  are  usually  to  be  found  in  the  newly  settled  portions  of  the 
surrounding  States.  But  this  must  not  be  taken  as  a  fair  representa- 
tion of  all  parts  of  the  Choctaw  nation  ;  portions  of  it  are  far  behind 
this  neighborhood.  The  soil  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  school 
is  light  and  sandy ;  about  a  mile  distant  in  one  direction  commences 
the  prairie  country,  rich  and  productive  in  corn,  cotton,  wheat,  rye, 
oats,  &c.  ^ 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  KINGHSBURY, 
Superintendent  of  Chuahla  Female  Seminary  ^ 

Douglas  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

U,  S.  Indian  Agent 
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No.  102. 

New  Hope,  August  5,  1857. 

Sir  !  According  to  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  as  my  report  for  the  past  year  ;  but  as  some  of  mj 
employes  are  absent,  I  cannot  give  all  the  particulars  you  desire. 

Ist.  I  have  one  hundred  children  under  my  charge  :  fifty  boys  and 
fifty  girls,  ages  from  seven  to  eighteen  years  old  ;  studies  ispelling, 
reaiing,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography  and  grammar ;  average  nnm- 
ber  of  attendance,  ninety-six;  amount  of  money  applied ,  $7,000- 
|6,000  from  the  Choctaw  nation,  and  $1,000  from  the  missionary  bwi 

2d.  ''Fort  Coffee  and  New  Hope  academies:"  T.  W.  Mitchell,  supe- 
intendent,  age  forty-one  years  ;  birth.  East  Tennessee ;  appointed  No- 
vember 1,  1855,  from  Missouri ;  compensation  $600  per  year. 

**  Fort  Coffee  :"  Rev.  John  Newell,  principal  teacher,  age  forty-fin 
years  ;  birih,  Vermont;  employed  from  Missouri  September  1,  1856; 
compensation  $500  per  session.  Mrs.  Newell,  age  forty-six ;  birth, 
Ohio  ;  occupation,  matron ;  employed  from  Missouri  September  1, 
1866 ;  compensation  $100. 

A.  T.  Robertson,  assistant  teacher,  age  twenty-four  years  ;  birth, 
Middle  Tennessee ;  employed  from  Missouri  September  1,  1856  •  com- 
pensation $250  per  session.  Miss  Agnes  Newell,  age  eighteen  years; 
birth,  Missouri ;  occupation,  seamstress  ;  compensation  $100. 

Mr.  Nichols,  farmer,  age  thirty  years ;  birth,  Georgia ;  compensatioB 
$240  per  year. 

**New  Hope:"  Miss  M.  A.  Mather,  principal  teacher,  age  twenty- 
five  years;  birth.  East  Tennessee  ;  employed  from  Missouri  Septembei 
1,  1856  ;  compensation  $300. 

Miss  S.  A.  Mather,  assistant  teacher,  age  twenty  years ;  birth,  East 
Tennessee;  employed  from  Missouri  September  1,  1856;  compensi- 
tion  $150.  ^ 

Mrs.  Mitchell,  aged  thirty-five  years ;  birth.  Middle  Tennessee  *  occo- 
pation,  seamstress ;  employed  from  Missouri  September  1,  1855  '  com- 
pensation $100.  Miss  Matilda  Robertson,  age  eighteen  years  '  birth, 
Middle  Tennessee  ;  occupation,  matron  ;  employed  from  Missouri  Sep- 
tember 1,  1856  ;  compensation  $100. 

3d.  Farms,  two  ;  number  of  acres,  one  hundred  and  forty  ;  kind  of 
cultivation:  one  hundred  acres  in  corn,  forty  acres  in  oats  ; 'produce 
all  consumed  at  the  mission ;  cows  and  calves,  forty ;  stock  cattle,  sixty; 
work  animals,  six — two  horses,  four  mules  ;  pork  hogs,  sixty  ;  stod: 
hogs,  one  hundred. 

4th.  District:  T.  W,  Mitchell,  presiding  elder ;  churches,  six ;  mem- 
bers, two  hundred  and  sixty-three — Indians  two  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  whites  ten,  colored  eleven  ;  Sabbath  schools,  four  ;  scholars  one 
hundred  and  sixty. 

Mushulatubbee  mission :  A.  Burns,  preacher,  Choctaw  :  compensa- 
tion $150.  ^ 

Sanbois:  Robert  Jackson,  preacher,  Choctaw ;  compensation  $150. 
All  under  the  MissionaTy  Boaid  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 


L. 
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South,  which  contributed  last  year  |1,850  for  the  benefit  of  this 
district. 

5th.  Condition  of  the  people. — They  are  very  civil,  and  very  much 
inclined  to  educate  their  children,  especially  their  daughters.  I  think 
they  are  improving  in  industry.  Most  of  them  live  tolerably  com- 
fortable at  home  ;  temperate,  with  some  few  exceptions  ;  most  of  them 
follow  agriculture  ;  principal  commerce,  ponies,  beef  cattle,  and  pork 
hogs. 

But  few  mechanics ;  country  good  for  farming  and  raising  stock  ; 
plenty  of  good  timber  ;  water  scarce,  but  can  be  had  very  easy  by  dig- 

f;ing  uplands ;  lands  rather  thin,  produces  well  if  good  season  ;  bottom 
ands  very  rich  and  productive ;  climate  mild  and  pleasant. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  W.  MITCHELL, 
Superintendent  Fort  Coffee  and  New  Hope  Academies, 
D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

United  States  Agent  for  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 


INo.  03. 

Living  Land,  August  10,  1857. 
Sir:  A  circular  dated  Washington,  July  14, 1857,  came  to  hand 
last  evening,  and  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  fulfill  its  requirements. 

1.  ^^  Schools." — We  have  had  a  school  of  twenty  scholars  for  eight 
months  of  the  last  year — ten  boys  and  ten  girls — ages  from  seven  tosix- 
teen  years;  studies,  arithmetic,  geography,  grammar^  writing  ;  average 
daily  attendance  about  sixteen  ;  the  children  board  with  their  parents 
or  friends.  We  have  not  received  a  dollar  for  the  support  of  the  school 
from  any  source  whatever. 

2.  '  ^Names^  cfec." — Ebenezer  Hotchkin,  aged  54  ;  PhilenaT.  Hotch- 
kin,  aged  54  ;  Ann  J.  Hotchkin,  aged  24  ;  born  in  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts.  Ann  assists  Mrs.  H.  in  domestic  work,  and  some- 
times in  the  school,  and  receives  one  V^undred  dollars  yearly  from  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  We  receive 
from  the  same  source  four  hundred  dollars. 

3.  ^^The  number  of  farms.** — We  have  about  thirty-eight  acres  in 
cultivation.  Our  help  in  farming  being  quite  limited,  we  do  not  give 
our  crops  that  attention  which  they  need.  The  fields  lying  im- 
mediately on  Red  river  produce  good  crops.  Our  corn  crop  for  the 
last  year  was  seven  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  ;  wheat,  seventy-five 
bushels;  oats,  one  hundred  bushels;  potatoes  were  a  failure,  on  account 
of  drought.  We  have  used  nearly  all  that  we  have  raised  on  our 
farm  in  our  own  family,  except  the  corn.  We  have  some  of  that  on 
hand,  and  have  sold  a  few  bushels.  Last  winter's  frost  nearly  killed 
all  of  our  wheat.  But  the  oats,  corn,  and  potatoes  of  this  year  appear 
quite  promising  at  this  time. 

4.  *'  The  number  of  churches y  dc.'* — I  have  under  m^  ^^\^^  V^  'vi^^ 
appointment  of  Presbytery,  for  this  year ,  lAV\tig  li^xA  «jA^vj\vfc^ 
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church,  and  am  also  connected  with  the  Rev.  0.  P.  Stark  in  the 
care  of  the  Chishoktak  church. 

This  church  consists  of  seventy-two  members,  all  Choctaws  ;  the 
Mayhew  church  consists  of  about  forty,  all  Choctaws.  The  Chishok- 
tak church  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stark  will  report,  I  presume.  We  have 
had  a  Sabbath  school  at  this  place  composed  of  the  same  children  as 
the  day  school.  A  school  has  been  taught  at  Wilmington,  eight 
miles  from  this  place,  by  John  J.  Hotchkin,  which  has  done  remark- 
ably well.  Thirty  scholars  attended ;  time,  six  months  ;  wages, 
$200,  from  the  trustees.  He  also  taught  the  same  on  the  Sabbath. 
Within  the  bounds  of  my  field  there  have  been  two  Saturday  and 
Sabbath  schools  taught  by  natives,  where  quite  a  number  of  children 
have  been  taught  to  read  their  native  language. 

We  are  under  the  employ  of  the  '^  American  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners for  Foreign  Missions."  We  receive,  as  before  stated,  from  this 
board  $400  yearly.  Ann  J.  Hotchkin  receives  |100.  We  receive 
nothing  from  any  other  source  for  this  station.  This  church  has  con- 
tributed in  cash  this  year  the  following  sums,  to  wit : 

To  foreign  missions J77  50 

Heathen  school  fund 3  80 

Finishing  a  meeting-house 100  00 

Commissioners  fund  for  general  assembly 5  00 
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The  Mayhew  church  has  also  done  something  in  this  matter  but  I 
am  not  informed  of  the  whole  amount. 

5.  ^^  Condition,  (fee." — The  people  in  the  field  of  my  labors,  I  sup- 
pose, are  civilized  to  a  certain  extent,  at  least  there  is  very  little  of 
savage  life  and  manners  in  this  vicinity.  There  are  forty  families 
living  in  this  immediate  neighborhood.  There  are  but  three  adults 
who  cannot  read  their  own  language  ;  two-thirds  can  read  and  write. 
I  have  not  heard  any  profanity  from  one  of  our  people  since  I  have 
been  here,  for  two  years.  In  civil  manners  they  may  be  ahead  of  some 
of  their  white  neighbors.  In  the  arts  and  sciences  we  are,  no  doubt, 
far  behind  ;  but  still  we  have  some  of  the  stars  and  stripes  of  civilized 
men.  In  religion  we  judge  the  tree  by  its  fruit.  If  constant  family 
prayer,  if  regular  attendance  on  the  worship  of  God  on  the  Sabbath 
and  weekly  prayer  meetings,  if  the  Sabbath  is  strictly  observed  and  a 
growing  Christian  benevclence  is  manifest  among  any  people,  they 
may  be  called  a  religious  people.  These  fruits  are  apparent  in  this 
vicinity. 

'*  Education/* — On  this  subject  their  efforts  are  commendable. 

^^  Lidiuitry," — On  this  point  they  are  not  what  we  could  wish  hut 
improving.  Fifteen  or,  perhaps,  twenty  families  have  raised  wheat  the 
last  year.  I  know  of  but  two  persons  who  will  not  raise  corn  suffi- 
cient to  do  them  for  the  coming  year.  There  are  five  ox  wagons  with 
full  teams,  in  this  settlement.  Every  family  has  cattle,  horses,  and 
hogs. 

^ '  Temperance.' '  — Theie  axe \iu\,  \.^o  ^^m^\^^  V»£\^\^  ^\.tqiv^  drink  is 
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used  at  all.  The  doggeries  are  close  by  us,  where  every  inducement  is 
made  use  of  to  induce  our  people  to  drink  ;  but  this  subject  is  made 
one  of  the  prominent  subjects  once  in  three  months  regularly,  and  it 
has  a  good  effect. 

^^Agriculture." — If  we  are  anything,  we  are  agriculturists;  but 
our  ploughs  are  too  light ;  many  fail  in  their  crops  by  superficial 
ploughing,  in  the  first  place ;  and  in  the  second  place,  for  want  of  good 
attendance  after  planting.  But  still,  the  land  being  very  good,  many 
make  good  corn.  A  great  many  horses  have  been  sold  in  this  vicinity 
during  this  year.  We  are  not  "  mechanics  nor  artists  ;"  we  cannot 
make  watch  springs,  nor  steel  plates  to  counterfeit  bank  notes ;  but  we 
can  make  a  comfortable  and  honest  support  now,  with  a  prospect  of 
better  things  before  us. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  humble  servant, 

EBENEZER  HOTCHKIN. 

Douglas  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Agent. 


No.  104. 

Wheelock,  Choctaw  Nation, 

August  17,  1857. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  circular  from  Washington,  dated 
July  14th.     I  would,  in  reply,  send  you  the  following  report  for  the 
past  year : 

1.  The  institution  under  my  charge  is  the  Wheelock  Female  Semi- 
nary. Number  of  boarding  scholars,  25  ;  number  of  day  scholars,  9  ; 
total,  34  ;  average  attendance,  32.  The  school  was  in  session  eight 
months  during  the  past  year  : 

Four  of  the  day  scholars  are  boys  ;    the  rest  are  all  girls.     Their  . 
ages  vary  from  four  to  nineteen.     Their  studies  are  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,   English   grammar,   spelling  and  defining,    geography, 
ancient  and  modern,  first  lessons  in  philosophy,  singing,  the  Bible, 
Scripture  catechism,  and  Westminster  Assembly's  shorter  catechism. 

The  school  fund  is  $1,866  67,  of  which  $1,600  is  derived  from  the 
nation,  and  $266  67  from  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  of  For- 
eign Missions,  under  whose  care  the  school  is  conducted.  From  this 
fund  the  scholars  are  boarded  and  the  salaries  of  those  who  give  their 
whole  time  to  the  school  are  paid. 

2.  Names,  &c.,  of  employees:  Samuel  T.  Libby,  steward,  from 
Maine,  salary  $150  ;  Mrs.  H.  E.  Libby,  matron,  from  New  Jersey, 
salary  $100  ;  Miss  H.  E.  Woodward,  (returned,)  salary  $100 ;  Miss 
Lucy  E.  Lovell,  teacher,  from  Connecticut,  salary  $100  ;  Miss  Mary 
W.  Lovell,  teacher,  from  Connecticut,  salary  $100.  The  last  two 
have  but  lately  come.  One  teacher  gives  instruction  in  books,  the 
other  in  sewing,  knitting,  &c. 

The  above  derive  their  support  from  the  ^cViooV  ixwift^.    X^xv.  nspXs. 
readily  perceive  that  the  allowance  is  very  WimXft^^  «Ji^  ^"^"^  ^^JC^^^^^^ 
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Bome  higher  motive  than  that  which  the  compensation  furnishes  tiie 
school  could  not  be  supported  by  it. 

In  the  absence  of  a  teacher,  Mrs.  Edwards  taught  the  school  most  of 
the  year.     The  scholars  made  good  progress. 

Two  colored  servants  are  employed.  The  following  derive  their 
support  entirely  from  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions:  John  Edwards^  minister,  from  New  York,  $400;  Mm. 
Bosanna  H.  Edwards,*  from  Pennsylvania;  Miss  Mercy  Whitcomb, 
housekeeper,  from  Maine,' 1 100. 

3.  About  forty-Acres  of  ground  were  under  cultivation  last  yetr, 

Eroducing  two  hundred  bushels  of  corn,  twenty  bushels   wheat,  6n 
ushelis  rye,  and  also  oats,  .sweet  potatoes,  and  garden   vegetablei. 
These  and  much  more-were  used  in  the  school  and  my  family. 

4.  I  have  care  of  Wheelock  Presbyterian  church. 

White  members  -  -  -  .  -  «  -      5 

Choctaw  ------  ^  -263 

Colored    ------  «  -10 

Total .Its 

Quite  a  number  of  these  are  not  in  good  standing. 

Sabbath  schools  within  the  bounds  of  Wheelock  church  seven  con- 
taining about  one  hundred  scholars  ;  all  Choctaws. 

Our  last  Presbyterial  report  to  the  general  assembly,  which  met  in 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  May  last,  states  the  total  contributions  to 
the  support  and  spread  of  the  Gospel  at  |2,296.  The  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  appropriates  annually  from 
|6,000  to  $10,000  for  the  support  of  missions  and  schools  here. 

5.  The  people  around  us  are  gradually  improving  ;  still  thev  are, 
in  many  respects,  very  far  from  what  we  would  be  glad  to  see  them. 
But  few  know  much  of  the  English  language.  Religion  is  apparently 
making  progress,  though  but  gradually.  Many  are  able  to  read, 
write  and  cipher  in  their  own  language.  They  are  becoming  more 
industrious.  There  is  much  intemperance  still,  though  the  tem- 
perance cause  seems  to  be  advancing.  There  is  progress  in  agricul- 
ture, especially  in  wheat  raising.  Not  much  of  our  soil  is  rich.  The 
climate  and  productions  are  much  the  same  as  in  this  latitude  further 
east. 

Finally,  the  prospect  is  fair  that  the  Choctaws  will  become  an  en- 
lightened Christian  people,  if  white  men  can  be  content  with  the 
wide  domain  which  they  already  possess,  and  leave  the  Indian  in  the 
quiet  possession  of  what  is  solemnly  guarantied  to  him. 
Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  EDWARDS, 
Superintetident  W.  £^.  S. 
D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Indian  Agent  for  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasatvs. 
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No.  105. 


Spencer  Academy,  August  20,  1867. 

Respected  Sir  :  The  following  is  the  report  of  Spencer  Academy  for 
the  year  ending  July,  1857 : 

This  is  a  boys'  school.     The  whole  number  of  boys  connected  with 
the  institution  during  the  session  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
The  number  present  at  the  final  examination  was  one  hundred  and 
six.     They  were  of  all  ages,  from  seven  years  up  to  twenty-three 
years  of  age. 

A  change  was  made  in  the  school  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1857. 
The  school  was  then  divided  into  a  high  school  and  into  a  primary 
department.  The  high  school  includes  what  was  formerly  the  first 
and  second  divisions.  The  primary  school  includes  the  third  division. 
This  arrangement  has  worked  well.  The  pupils  have  made  more 
rapid  progress  than  under  the  old  arrangement.  The  high  school 
met  in  a  study  room  with  the  superintendent,  and  learned  their  les- 
sons, and  then  went  and  recited  them  to  two  teachers — the  Rev.  J. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Bustle.  Each  class  was  allowed  half  an  hour 
for  recitation.  Most  of  the  pupils  in  the  high  school  have  been  four 
sessions,  and  a  few  have  been  eight  and  nine  sessions.  The  studies 
pursued  in  the  high  school  have  been  Latin  Grammar  and  Latin 
Reader,  geometry,  surveying,  algebra,  Davies'  Arithmetic,  Natural 
History,  Natural  Philosophy,  English  Grammar,  astronomy,  geog- 
raphy, composition,  reading,  writing,  and  spelling,  joined  with 
giving  the  definition  of  words.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  all 
these  studies.  Every  morning  half  an  hour  was  devoted  by  the  whole 
school  to  reading  in  the  Bible.  Most  of  these  pupils  have  recited  the 
Assembly's  shorter  catechism  through,  both  in  English  and  in 
Choctaw. 

The  primary  department  has  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  R.  J. 
Young.  With  many  of  these  boys  this  is  their  first  session.  Many 
of  them  did  not  know  their  letters  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, but  at  its  close  most  of  them  could  read  in  the  English  New 
Testament.     In  this  department  have  been  taught  reading,  writing, 

Erimary  geography,  and  the  arithmetical  tables.  They  have  also 
een  taught  Brewer's  Catechism  for  Children,  and  some  of  them  the 
Assembly's  shorter  catechism.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing obedience  to  the  rules  of  the  school.  The  general  deportment  of 
the  boys  has  been  good.  They  deserve  commendation  for  their  dili- 
gent attention  to  study  and  their  general  good  behavior.  * 

There  are  one  superintendent  and  ten  assistant  missionaries  at 
Spencer.  They  are  all  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States.  Five  of  them  are 
males,  and  six  females,  and  all,  except  the  steward  and  his  wife,  natives 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  also  one  native  helper,  who  acts  as 
interpreter. 

The  session  closed  June  25  with  an  examination  of  all  the  pupils. 
Captain  Joseph  Dukes,  one  of  the  trustees,  atidnv«^xi^  o^  \}cv^  ^^x«^\a^ 
were  present.     They  expressed  themselveB  gteaWy  ^\^«k&^^^  V\>>a.  '^^ 
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progress  the  boys  had  made  in  their  studies,  as  well  as  with  the 
change  that  had  been  made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  institution. 

There  is  but  one  church  connected  with  Spenct*r.  It  has  now  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  members.  There  are,  however,  seven  preach- 
ing places  in  the  congregation,  at  all  of  which  the  sacrament  uf  tiie 
Lord's  Supper  is  administered.  At  each  of  these  preaching  places  Sat- 
urday and  Sabbath  schools  are  held.  The  whole  number  of  scholars 
connected  with  them  is  two  hundred  and  thirty.  There  have  been 
six  additions  to  the  church,  and  twenty  hopeful  conversions  among 
the  people  since  the  first  of  last  May.  The  attendance  upon  public 
worship  is  generally  very  good.  Toward  the  close  of  the  session  there 
were  a  few  cases  of  bilious  dysentery ;  one  promising  boy  of  eight 
years  of  age  died  of  it.  With  these  exceptions,  there  was  very  little 
sickness  among  the  boys,  and  no  other  death.  • 

The  land  at  Spencer  is  so  poor  that  but  little  farming  is  done;    j| 
some  eight  or  ten  acres  are  cultivated  in  garden  vegetables,  com,  and 
potatoes. 

The  people  are  evidently  improving  in  civilization  aronnd  Spencer. 
They  live  in  better  houses,  cultivate  more  lands,  and  raise  more  corn, 
wheat,  beans,  and  potatoes.  Nearly  all  the  corned  beaf  and  pork  uied 
at  Spencer  is  purchased  from  the  Choctaw  people.  To  those  who  hate 
for  any  length  of  time  been  familiar  with  this  people  the  marks  of  im- 
provement are  very  many  and  very  manifest.  A  brighter  future  seemJ 
to  be  opening  before  them. 

Kespectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GA7L0RD  L.  MORE, 

Superintends, 
D.  H.  Cooper,  Esq. 


No.  106. 

Armstrong  Academy,  Choctaw  Nation. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  my  duty  as  superintendent  of  Arm- 

rong  Academy,  I  transmit  the  following  report  in  reference  to  the 

me: 

Since  my  last  report  this  institution  has  been  received  by  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missions  under 
contract  bearing  date  February  2,  1857.  It  became  necessary  during 
the  last  session  to  make  a  change  in  teachers.  The  school  closed 
with  Kev.  F.  A.  M.  Williams  as  principal,  and  Mr.  P.  M.  Chany  as 
assistant. 

The  boys  made  commendable  progress  in  their  various  branches 
of  study ^ which  were  as  follows:  spelling,  reading,  writing,  geog- 
raphy, arithmetic,  English  grammar,  philosophy,  and  astronomj. 
Three  full-blood  boys,  that  knew  nothing  of  the  English  language, 
learned  to  read  tolerably  well  in  Maguffy's  First  Keader  during  the 
session.  I  was  prompt  during  the  session  in  religious  exercises  ;  held 
a  two  days'  meeting,  em\>iaOTi^  tVvck  la.st  Sabbath  in  May,  during 
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which  the  good  Lord  poured  out  his  spirit  in  our  midst,  that  resulted 
in  the  awakening  of  thirty  of  the  boys,  which  they  manifested  by 
taking  the  anxious  seat.  The  effect  was  marked  in  their  conduct 
during  the  session,  and  I  sincerely  hope  will  be  marked  through  their 
future  lives.  The  Lord  has  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are 
glad  ;  to  Him  be  all  the  praise. 

The  session  closed  on  the  first  of  July,  in  the  presence  of  Captain 
Robert  W.  Nail,  trustee,  and  a  large  audience  of  the  parents  and 
friends  of  the  students.  Their  general  satisfaction  was  expressed. 
Good  order  prevailed  during  the  occasion.  I  commenced  the  present 
session  on  Monday  last,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  James  B.  Ford, 
as  principal,  and  Mr.  Finis  Pener,  as  assistant  teacher ;  the  school 
will  be  full  in  a  few  days,  as  the  boys  are  coming  in  rapidly.  I  am 
progressing  with  my  new  brick  building  finely  ;  shall  complete  the 
same  during  the  winter. 

I  have  about  eighty  acres  in  corn,  which  will  make  about  twenty- 
five  bushels  per  acre  ;  have  raised  about  sixty  pork  hogs  ;  the  stock 
of  cattle  are  doing  well.  In  addition  to  my  labors  at  the  academy,  I 
have  endeavored  to  impart  religious  instruction  in  several  neighbor- 
hoods ;  have  had  about  fifty  accessions  to  the  church. 

The  people  are  advancing  in  morals  and  industry,  yet  I  have  to 
regret  that  dissipation  and  vice  are  prevalent  in  many  places,  and 
especially  near  the  river,  as  there  are  little  grog  shops  up  and  down 
the  same  every  few  miles.  Yet  I  trust,  under  the  blessing  of  the 
merciful  Creator,  that  he  will  interpose  and  arrest  this  the  greatest 
of  all  evils,  and  which  alone  prevents  the  Choctaws  from  speedily 
becoming  an  enlightened  and  prosperous  people. 
Sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BAKER, 
Superintendent  Armstrong  Academy. 

Gen.  D.  H.  Cooper, 

Agent  for  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 


No.  107. 

Bloomfield  Academy,  C.  N., 

August  17,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  circular  of  the  14th  ultimo  has  just  come  to  hand, 
and  I  proceed  at  once  to  give  the  various  items  of  information  for 
which  you  inquire,  as  far  as  I  am  able. 

Ours  is  a  female  school  of  forty-five  scholars,  on  the  industrial  plan, 
under  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Missionary  Board  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  supported  by  $3,000  from  the  Chickasaw 
nation,  and  |500  from  the  missionary  board  above  named.  This 
joint  fund  of  |3,500  is  supposed  to  meet  every  expense  of  the  institu- 
tion. 

The  course  of  instruction  the  past  term  has  been  reading,  writing, 
Colburn's  Mental  and  Adams'  New  Arithmetic,  Miss  Swift's  Natural 
Philosophy,   Wells'   English   Grammar,   Goodrich.' e  XI\i\\ftAL  '^\sw\fc'5^ 
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History,  Watts  on  the  Mind,  and  Wood's  Botany.  A  public  exami- 
nation in  the  presence  of  competent  judges  proved  that  the  girls  hid 
made  fair  proficiency  in  their  studies. 

Our  Sabbath  school  is  composed  of  our  day  scholars  onW,  taught  bf 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Carr  and  Miss  Susan  J.  Johnson.  Coarse  of  mstruction: 
Sabbath  School  Manual,  Wesley's  and  Cooper's  Catechism.  The 
Bible  on  the  topic  plan,  with  the  use  of  Mitcheirs  Sacred  Greographj 
and  Atlas. 

Average  age  of  students,  about  twelve  years.  The  numher  has  beei 
poorly  kept  up  and  the  attendance  irregular. 

Out  of  school  the  girls  are  taught  the  different  branches  of  home 
wifery.  Conuected  with  this  station  is  a  church  of  five  white^  tweotf 
native,  and  forty-one  colored  members. 

The  members  of  the  institution  and  people  of  the  neighborhoodcmh 
tributed  for  the  support  of  missions  during  the  past  year  ^7  75. 

To  fill  the  different  departments  about  the  institution,  we  ha?eJ 
H.  Carr,  superintendent  and  pastor  of  the  church,  appointed  bjtbe 
Indian  mission  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Soatk, 
with  a  salary  of  |600,  a  native  of  Wilson  county,  Tennessee,  a^ 
forty-five  years. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Carr  has  the  general  management  of  the  girls,  both  in 
and  out  of  school,  and  of  the  domestic  work  of  the  entire  establish- 
ment ;  she  also  teaches  vocal  music,  drawing,  painting,  and  varioiB 
kinds  of  fancy  work,  a  native  of  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  age  thirty- 
seven  years,  salary  $250  ;  employed  by  the  superintendent. 

Miss  Susan  J.  Johnson,  teacher,  and  assistant  in  domestic  worL 
native  of  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  aged  twenty-six  years,  salary 
|200  ;  employed  by  the  superintendent  in  Massachusetts  expressly  for 

e  place  she  fills.  "j 

Miss  Ellen  J.  Downs  has  the  particular  care  of  the  girls  out  of 
school^  and  assists  in  domestic  work  ;  a  native  of  Champlain  Kew 
York,  age  thirty-two  years,  salary  $200  ;  employed  by  the  superin- 
tendent in  New  York  expressly  for  the  place  she  fills. 

We  have  hired  by  the  year  four  colored  servants,  two  men  and  two 
women  ;  the  men  each  at  $144,  and  the  women  at  $108  and  $84. 

The  farm  consists  of  about  thirty  acres  pasture,  and  about  the  same 
cultivated  in  corn,  oats,  peas,  potatoes,  &c.,  all  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  institution.  On  the  farm  we  have  three  horses,  about  fifty 
head  of  cattle,  and  one  hundred  hogs,  all,  exclusively,  the  property  of 
the  nstitution. 

The  people  of  this  community  are  generally  industrious  farmers ; 
having  a  very  productive  soil,  they  cultivate  corn,  cotton,  wheat,  oats, 
&c.,  in  great  abundance. 

The  mechanic  arts  are  almost  totally  neglected  by  the  natives  here. 

Owing  to  the  ready  and  convenient  access  to  the  many  groceries  sit- 
uated on  our  southern  border,  near  us,  we  lament  to  say  that  arde&t 
spirits  are  used  much  to  the  injury  of  the  interests  of  our  otherwise 
quiet,  peaceable,  intelligent,  and  industrious  neighborhood.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Gospel  and  temperance  societies  has  redeemed  many 
from  the  vortex  of  dissipation  and  ruin,  making  of  them  good  citizens. 
In  this  we  rejoice  •,  yet  theie  \^«i  ^xoat  deal  to  be  done  for  this  people. 
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I  When,  how,  and  hy  whom  is  it  to  be  done  ?  A  heavy  responsibility 
rests  somewhere,  and  may  I  not  settle  a  good  share  ot  it  in  the  State 
of  Texas  ?  Let  it  but  act  as  nobly  as  the  Chicka  saw  nation  has  doae  on 
this  subject,  and  soon  we  would  see  an  end  of  this  greatest  of  curses — 

}    intemperance. 

[  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  CARR. 

^        D.  H.  CJooPBR,  Esq. 


I  No.  108. 

ii 

Chickasaw  Manual  Labor  Acadebiy,  August  21,  1857. 

^  Sir:  Tour  circular  directing  me  to  forward  my  annual  report  to 
f  the  care  of  the  honorable  Elias  Rector,  superintendent  of  Indian 
J  affairs  at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  came  to  hand  while  I  was  absent  at 
i  Houston,  Texas,  on  business  of  the  institution,  which  has  occasioned 
i    some  days'  delay  in  my  compliance. 

i  In  answer  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry,  I  would  say  that  the  whole 
number  of  scholars  that  have  been  in  attendance  during  the  last  ses- 
i  sion  is  one  hundred  and  forty,  the  average  attendance  one  hundred 
M  and  twenty.  Our  number,  by  specification,  is  one  hundred  ;  but  such 
i  was  the  increased  demand  for  admission  last  fall  that  the  superin- 
I  tendent  of  schools  directed  us  to  receive  twenty  more,  and  he  would 
recommend  that  extra  provision  be  made  for  them  at  the  same  rate  as 
ir  the  others,  which  he  did,  though  the  legislature  has  not  yet  taken 
t     final  action  upon  it. 

The  names  and  studies  of  the  scholars  are  given  in  the  report  of 
Dr.  Paine,  our  principal  teacher,  which  you  will  please  see.  Their 
ages  it  is  impracticable  to  give,  as  even  many  of  their  parents  don't 
know  them  with  exactness,  though  many  do.  One-third  are  over  six- 
teen, some  reaching  to  twenty-five ;  one-third  between  twelve  and 
sixteen  ;  and  the  remaining  third  varying  from  six  to  twelve. 

The  institution  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Missionary  Board  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  and  immediately  of  the  Indian 
missionary  annual  conference. 

The  conference  appoints  the  superintendent,  in  whom  is  vested  the 
government  of  the  school  and  control  of  the  whole  affair.  He  em- 
ploys all  assistants,  teachers,  and  others,  and  fixes  their  salaries  ;  his 
own  being  fixed  by  the  mission  committee  of  the  conference.  He  is 
accountable  to  the  board,  the  conference,  and  the  authorities  of  the 
Chickasaw  nation ;  and  all  employed  are  accountable  to  him — the 
presiding  elder  of  the  district^  the  immediate  arm  of  the  church,  being 
his  supervisory. 

The  institution  is  supported  by  a  joint  appropriation  from  the  funds 
of  the  nation  and  missionary  board,  the  former  paying,  as  per  con* 
tract,  for  the  specified  hundred  scholars,  seven  thousand  dollars  per 
annum;  the  board  pays  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  but  for 
the  last  two  years  has  paid  two  thousand,  in  view  of  our  extra  ex- 
penses by  reason  of  successive  droughts.    This  is  to  meet  tk^  ^^'^^\:l%^ 
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of  board,  washing,  making  and  mending  clothing,  educatinff,  books, 
stationery,  medicines,  and  medical  attendance  of  one  hundred  youths, 
many  of  them  men.  The  material  of  clothing  is  furnished  by  the 
parents  or  guardians. 

The  legislature  at  its  last  session  made  an  additional  appropriation 
of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  for  clothing,  provided 
the  board  would  pay  two  hundred  and  fifty  for  a  like  purpose,  which 
was  done ;  which  makes  for  the  whole  support  ten  thousand  dollars 
per  annum. 

In  answer  to  your  second  point,  I  would  say  that,  in  the  instructory 
department,  besides  the  superintendent,  there  are  three  teachers: 
first,  Kev.  F  M.  Paine,  who  is  also  physician  for  the  institutioD: 
second,  Rev.  William  Jones  ;  third.  Miss  Ellen  Steele  ;  salaries  Tarr- 
ing from  three  hundred  to  six  hundred  dollars,  with  board.  In  the  sew- 
ing department,  besides  much  that  we  have  done  out  of  the  house,  we 
have  two  young  ladies,  Miss  S.  M.  Hughes  and  Miss  Lizzie  Sorrek 
each  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  board,  &c.  The  above  art 
all  natives  of  the  south,  and  are  unmarried,  except  Dr.  Paine. 

The  domestic  department  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  Mrs.  Rob- 
inson, who  attends  in  person  to  every  part  of  it.  The  servants  are: 
one  chief  cook,  one  assistant  ditto  ;  two  to  wash,  iron,  and  milk ;  two 
for  the  dining-room  and  other  duties ;  and  one  house-girl ;  all  col- 
ored, and  hired  from  natives  ;  salaries  from  one  hundred  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  a  year.  We  milk  about  thirty  cows,  furnishing 
milk  and  butter  for  the  family  most  of  the  year  ;  and  this  vear  hav? 
raised  some  four  hundred  fowls  and  about  sixty  turkeys.  Last  tot. 
in  this  department,  were  made  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  car- 
peting, forty-five  of  which  was  woolen  girting.  The  wool  was  carded 
by  hand,  and  spun,  colored,  and  wove  at  home.  The  rest  was  cotton 
chain,  and  filled  with  rags. 

In  answer  to  your  third  point,  I  would  say  we  have,  during  the 
year,  very  considerably  enlarged  our  farm,  so  that  we  have  fully  two 
hundred  acres  enclosed,  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  cultivation.  We 
have  ninety  acres  in  corn,  which  is  good,  the  best,  by  fifty  per  cent., 
we  have  ever  had  ;  about  fifteen  in  oats,  also  good  ;  and  fifty  in  whe^t, 
which  was  middling,  and,  but  for  the  injury  by  the  severe  spring 
freezes  early  in  April,  would  have  been  excellent ;  besides,  a  general 
vegetable  patch  of  five  or  more  acres.  Our  corn  is  not  yet  gathered, 
nor  our  small  grain  threshed,  so  that  we  cannot  tell  accurately  how 
much  we  will  have,  but  think  we  will  have  nearly  three  thousand 
bushels  of  corn,  and  perhaps  about  four  hundred  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  three  hundred  of  oats ;  so  that,  did  we  not  fatten  our  own  pork, 
all  of  which  must  be  made  from  corn,  we  would  have  ample  or  more 
than  enough  for  our  use,  a  point  for  which  we  have  been  steadily 
striving  ;  still,  the  cost  has  been  considerable.  Our  labor,  except  what 
little  the  boys  do,  all  costs  money  at  the  highest  rates  ;  and  a  great 
portion  is  applied  to  our  improvements,  which  do  not  all  make  imme- 
diate returns,  but  will  by-and-by.  Our  farm  is  under  the  immediate 
care  of  Mr.  E.  E.  Jones,  at  a  salary  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
a  year.  We  hire  from  four  to  six  black  men,  at  from  one  hundrri 
and  fifty  to  one  hundied  aiiA.  Q\^\itY  dollars  a  year ;  besides,  regu- 
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larly,  a  blacksmith  and  carpenter,  (both  colored,)  at  thirty  dollars  per 
month  each  ;  and  also,  occasionally,  other  mechanics.  We  have  on 
the  place  six  working  mules,  four  horses,  and  six  yoke  of  work  cattle, 
a  full  supply  of  wagons,  ploughs,  harrows,  rollers,  reaping  machine, 
thresher,  and  implements  generally.  We  are  daily  expecting  the  ar- 
rival of  one  of  Hoard  &  Sons'  eight-horse  portable  steam  engines,  and 
also  a  portable  saw-mill  for  our  own  use.  We  are  directing  our  course 
towards  a  state  of  preparation  to  introduce,  in  connexion  with  our  in- 
stitution, many  of  the  useful  branches  of  the  mechanic  arts  ;  and 
will  perhaps  make  a  beginning  in  cotton  spinning. 

In  regard  to  the  fourth  point  of  your  circular,  as  well  as  to  the  fifth, 
the  Rev.  W.  L.  McAlister  will  embrace  them  in  his  report ;  but,  in 
regard  to  the  Sabbath  school,  I  would  say  that  we  have  one  always, 
in  connexion  with  the  institution,  attended  by  all  the  scholars,  as  well 
as  by  others  ;  all  the  members  of  the  mission  family  are  members  of 
it  in  some  relation.  It  is  a  very  interesting  part  of  our  duty,  and  I 
trust  profitable.  Our  scholars  are  orderly  in  their  conduct,  and,  as 
heretofore,  I  say  again,  they  give  us  no  trouble  in  governing  them  ; 
they  only  need  mild  law,  administered  with  firmness  and  prudence, 
and  all  is  well.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  attest  their  increased  atten- 
'  tion  to  religion.  Their  progress  in  study  has  been,  as  heretofore, 
respectable  and  satisfactory.  A  very  increased  attention,  too,  has  of 
late  been  given  to  the  religion  of  the  Bible  by  many  of  our  neighbors ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  unfortunate  outbreaks  that  have  taken 
place  among  some  unfortunate  ones,  there  is  among  the  body  of  the 
people  a  decided  improvement  and  an  increased  desire  for  law  and 
order ;  but  they  feel  they  need  help,  an  increase  of  virtuous,  firm,  patri- 
otic, intelligent  men,  to  make  law  and  enforce  it ;  the  people  desire 
it ;  they  would  rally  around  and  support  them,  while  the  lawless 
would  readily  quail.  Could  we  only  push  our  school  forward  now  fo 
fill  up  the  gap  it  would  be  very  gratifying ;  but,  in  the  absence  of 
this  help,  great  are  the  misfortunes  of  the  people  indeed. 

May  the  guiding  star  of  Divine  Providence  deliver  them  from  all 
evil,  and  ever  bless  them. 

Most  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  C.  ROBINSON. 
General  D.  H.  Cooper, 

United  StcUes  Indian  Agent. 


No.  109. 

Chickasaw  Academy,  August  21,  1857. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  very  reasonable  request  of  this 
morning,  I  hasten  to  transmit  for  your  inspection  a  complete  list  of 
the  names  of  the  students  of  this  school  who  were  under  regular  in- 
struction during  the  past  season. 
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Following  the  list  of  names,  you  have  a  compendium  view  of  tlw 
course  of  instruction  in  each  division  of  the  school,  as  shown  in  tb 
abstract  from  the  schedule  of  each  teacher. 


Names  of  Studefda. 


John  Crocket, 
Thomas  Allen, 

B.  F.  Roork, 
Benjamin  Birnie, 
Johnson  Bright, 
Alfred  Griffith, 
Shelton  Brown, 
Joslyn  Mc  Ferris, 
Wm.  Hawkins, 
Gibson  Slater, 
Martin  RobinsoUi 
Overton  Keel, 
Silas  Fillmore, 
Lyman  Bennet, 
Wm.  Sutton, 
John  Willis, 
Hamp  W.  Porter, 
Eastman  Frazier, 
Silas  Wolf, 
John  Wilburn, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
James  Wilson, 
James  Parmer, 
Eastman  Loman^ 
Thomas  Perch, 
Jesse  Paul, 
Samuel  Paul, 

C.  C.  Nelson, 
Joseph  Kemp, 
Solon  Borland, 
Wm.  Byrd, 
Shelton  Mcaish, 
Johnson  Kays, 
Peter  Maytubby, 
Albert  Gaines, 
Noah  Albertson, 
Robert  Miller, 
Henderson  Watkins, 
Silas  Steele, 
Martin  James, 

T.  J.  Thompson, 
George  Colbert, 
Culbertson  Harris, 
A.  Gooding, 
Eastman  Chico, 


David  Fulsom, 
Stephen  Tyner, 
Thomas  Fletcher, 
Humis  Kays, 
Dickson  Thomas, 
Joseph  James, 
A.  B.  Bacon, 
Alex.  McClish, 
Alan  N.  Bonapart, 
Alfred  Wallace, 
Lorin  Benton, 
Wm.  Guy, 
Bynum  Hays, 
Samuel  Gamble, 
David  Seely, 
Martin  Acker, 
John  Ellis, 
Wm.  Miller, 
Adkins  Day, 
Wesley  Browninff, 

Richard  McClish r 
Dickason  McClish, 
Gabriel  Albertson, 
Walton  Kemp, 
Charles  Went, 
Alex.  Went, 
Esau  McCoy, 
Henry  Russell, 
Brashears  Frazier, 
Robinson  Kemp, 
Thomas  Mix, 
Benjamin  Brown, 
Arnold  Folsom, 
J.  K.  P.  Kemp, 
T.  J.  Prottsman, 
Robert  Coil, 
Gibson  Kemp, 
Daniel  Love, 
Willis  Seely, 
Lewis  Priddy, 
Lewis  Mc  A  lister, 
Samuel  Green, 
Gilbert  Corbett, 
Dixon  Lewis, 
Forbis  Mosely, 
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Abram  Chioo, 
J.  Ross  Bynum, 
J.  D.  Collins, 
£astman  Harney, 
C.  Davidson, 
Wall  Alexander, 
William  Bacon, 
John  Bruce, 
Joseph  Walton, 
John  Adams, 
Lewis  Parker, 
J.  W.  Parker, 
Davis  King, 
Isam  Cooper, 
John  McClish, 
Hardy  Bynan, 
James  Reynolds, 
Levi  Colbert, 
Harrison  Colbert, 
J.  J.  Colbert, 
Wilson  Colbert, 
William  Thompson, 
Philo  Steward, 
Hogan  Maytubby, 
Robert  James, 
Amos  Russell, 


W.  H.  Harrison, 
Isaac  Folsom, 
Geo.  Folsom, 
Alish  Peaboddy, 
Levi  Colbert,  jr., 
Kixon  Robbins, 
James  Kline, 
Sloan  Hawkins, 
C.  Williams, 
James  Scotland, 
Laban  Pearce, 
Monford  Johnson, 
Hensley  Anderson, 
£.  Stephenson, 
Thompson  Jones, 
Jeflferson  Pitchlynn, 
Logan  Jones, 
Silas  McKee, 
Wilson  Fillmore, 
Alfred  McClish, 
Davis  Bynum, 
Nathaniel  Colbert, 
Dixon  Ward, 
Thomas  Pitt, 
T.  B.  Josey. 


Abstract  from  lechers*  Schedvle. 

First  Division. — F.  M.  Paine,  teacher. 

Class  No.  1.  Spelling  book,  7  small  boys. 

Class  No.  2.  Third  reader,  10,  second  size. 

Class  No.  3.  Fourth  reader,  6,  of  various  siees. 

Class  No.  4.  Primary  geography,  having  gone  through  the  series  of 
readers  to  the  4th,  6,  second  size. 

Class  No.  5.  Geographical  definitions,  with  questions  on  map,  and 
all  read  wdl  every  day  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  6  in 
number,  of  the  third  grade  in  size,  age,  &c. 

Class  No.  6.  English  grammar,  through  the  exercises  in  false  syn- 
tax, IT  in  number,  mostly  young  men,  and  all  mem- 
bers of  other  classes. 

Class  No.  7.  Arithmetic,  24  in  number,  of  various  sizes  and  degrees 
of  advancement,  from  first  principles  to  complete  mas- 
tery of  common  arithmetic. 

Class  No.  8.  Natural  philosophy,  3  in  number;  beginners. 

Class  No.  9.  Algebra,  6  in  number;  the  best  of  the  class  were  ad- 
vanced through  equations  of  the  first  degree,  involving 
three  unknown  (quantities. 

Class  No.  10.  Three  in  number,  instructed  in  first  and  second  books  of 
geometrv. 
35 
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Second  Division. — Rev.  Wm.  Jonet),  teacher. 

Class  No.  1.  Twenty-four  small  boys  in  spelling  book. 

Class  No.  2.  Eight  second  size  in  3d  reader. 

Class  No.  3.  Seventeen  in  6th  reader  and  arithmetic;  some  advanced 

to  compound  interest. 
Class  No.  4.  Five  in  English  grammar,  through  etymology. 
Class  No.  5.  Twelve  in  Mitchell's  school  geography. 

Twenty  iSve  of  this  division  were  instructed  in  the  art  of 

penmanship. 

Third  Division. — Miss  E.  N.  Steele,  teacher. 

Class  No.  1.  Seven  lads  in  number  made  proficiency  in  the  stodjcf 

geography,  arithmetic,  4th  reader,  and  dictionary. 
Class  No.  2.  Three  boys  of  smaller  size,  who  made  good  progreaiB 

primary  geography,  2d  reader,  and  spelling  boot 
Class  No.  3.  Ten  smaller  boys  yet,  that  made  advancement  in  spelling 

And  in  the  1st  reader. 
Class  No.  4.  Six  quite  small  boys,  that  were  instructed  in  the  princi- 

pk«  of  spelling. 

Yours,  n^Qst  respectfully^ 

F.  M.  PAINE. 
Rev.  J.  C.  RoBiKsoK^ 

Superintendent  Chickasaw  Manual  Labor  Academy. 

P.  S.  Twenty-five  in  the  first  division  were  instructed  in  writing, 
and  twelve  in  the  third. 

F.  M.  P. 


No.  110. 

Calbert  IirarnruTB,  C.  N. 

August  27,  1867. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  circular  of  July  14th  ha«  but  recently  come  to 
hand,  and  I  hasten  to  transmit  my  annual  report  to  you,  as  requested 
and  directed  in  your  circular,  of  the  condition  and  proapects  of  the 
mission  and  school  under  my  charge. 

This  school  is  located  on  the  headwaters  of  Clear  Boggy  iq  one 
of  the  finest  sections  of  country  in  the  Chickasaw  district,  high  and 
healthy  prairie,  interspersed  with  an  abundance  of  good  timber  and 
plenty  of  excellent  water.  The  land  is  somewhat  sandy,  bat  very 
productive,  producing  corn,  wheat,  oats,  rye,  and  vegetables,  yielding 
line  crops,  when  seasonable. 

This  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  best  neighborhoods  in  the  nation. 
There  are  some  seventy-five  or  eighty  families  within  five  miles  of  the 
mission.  The  people  are  generally  peaceable,  sober,  and  industrioas, 
and  have  fine  crops  t^iVs  ^^«i»o\i.    lik^^X.  ^1  NXi^lwivains  in  this  vicinitjr 


SECEETARY  OP  THE  IKTERIOR.  647 

are  advancing  rapidly  in  civilization  ;  they  are  opening  good  farms, 
building  comfortable  houses,  and  are  trying  to  furnish  their  homes 
comfortably.  The  people  have  generally  plenty  of  stock — horses, 
cattle,  and  hogs.  We  nave  a  membership  of  the  church  here  (Metho- 
dist Episcopal  South)  of  twenty-eight  females,  nineteen  males,  and 
four  blacks,  making,  in  all,  fifty-one  ;  most  of  them  united  with  the 
church  this  year.  There  has  been  quite  a  religious  interest  in  the 
bounds  of  this  mission  most  of  the  year.  Congregations  at  preaching 
on  Sabbaths  are  generally  large,  attentive,  and  orderly. 

We  have  one  Sunday  school,  four  teachers,  and  sixty  scholars,  of 
about  an  equal  number  of  males  and  females ;  ages  ranging  from 
eight  to  twenty.  Our  Sunday  school  has  done  well,  and  is  in  fine 
condition.     A  number  of  the  pupils  have  joined  the  church  this  year. 

Our  school  opened  in  November  with  sixty  scholars,  thirty  males 
and  thirty  females,  ages  from  ei^ht  to  twenty ;  the  school  opened 
later  than  usual,  owing  to  our  having  to  move  from  our  old  location, 
at  Perryville,  to  this  place.  The  attendance  of  the  scholars  has 
generally  been  regular  ;  a  few  left  the  school,  but  their  places  were 

Promptly  filled.     The  students  apply  themselves  very  well,  and  their 
eportment  is  generally  good.     The  session  closed  the  third  of  July 
with  a  public  examination.     There  were  quite  a  number  of  persons 
present  on  the  occasion  ;  all,  I  believe,  who  were  capable  of  judging, 
were  well  pleased.     The  superintendent,  trustee  of  the  nation,  and 
the  presiding  elder  of  the  district,  expressed  themselves  highly  pleased ; 
said  the  scholars  had  not  only  come  up  to  but  above  their  expecta- 
tion.    There  were  no  prepared  lessons  for  the  occasion  ;  but  the  classes 
were  examined  promiscuously  on  the  studies  they  had  pursued  during 
'     the  session.     The  studies  were  nearly  the  same  as  last  year,  with  the 
J      addition  of  one  class  in  history,  viz  :  spelling,  reading,  writing,  arith- 
^      metic,  grammar,  geography,  and  dictionary. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Dunn,  born  in  New  York,  aged  some  twenty-one  or 
twenty-two,  was  our  principal  teacher,  and  Doctor  R.  P.  McAlister, 
born  in  Mississippi,  aged  twenty-two,  the  assistant  teacher  ;  Miss  Har- 
riet Sylvester,  in  charge  of  the  girls  when  out  of  school,  and  instruc- 
tress in  sewing  and  domestic  business ;  Mrs.  Juliann  Cauch,  matron, 
.      and  superintendent  of  dining-room  and  kitchen,  born  in  North  Caro- 
S      Una,  aged  forty-six.    We  have  six  servants  employed,  viz :  one  cook, 
f      two  women  to  wash,  one  house  girl,  and  two  men  to  work  on  the  farm, 
|!      The  salaries  paid  to  our  teachers,  three  hundred  dollars  each  ;  to  the 
i      ladies  in  charge  of  the  girls,  &c,y  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars ;  and 
>      to  the  matron,  one  hundred  dollars  per  year;  for  servants,  for  our  cook, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  year ;  for  washerwomen,  ninety-six 
I      dollars  each  ;  for  house  girl,  fifty  dollars  ;  for  men,  one  one  hundred 
I      and  eighty  dollars,  and  the  other  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars.    The 
I      servants  are  negroes.     The  superintendent's  salary  is  six  hundred  dol- 
lars.    This  school  is  under  the  patronage  of  the  Mission  Board  of  the 
i       Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South ;  this  school  is  supported  by  an 
appropriation  from  the  Chickasaw  annuity  fund,  and   the  Mission 
Board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South,  viz  :  sixty-six  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents  per  scholar,  making  four  thousand  dolVax^Sxo.xcL'Csx^ 
nation,  and  one  sixth  of  that  amount,  or  eVeveii  doWcit^  ^tA  ^^-^^tjl 
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cents  per  scholar,  from  the  hoard,  making  six  huDclred  and  sixtj-six 
dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  ;  whole  amount  forty -erix  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  dollars  and  sixty  cents,  for  sixty  scholars.  Ont  of  the  abore 
amount  all  the  employes  connected  with  the  school  receive  their  pay. 

The  superintendent,  as  agent  for  the  board  in  this  school,  employj 
the  teachers  and  other  help  for  the  place.     We  have  some  twentj 
acres  in  corn  that  hid  fair  to  yield  a  good  crop,  and  some  two  acr^  in 
turnips  and  other  vegetables.     The  produce  of  the  farm  is  nsed  on  tht 
place.     I  beliere  I  have  now  giren  you  the  best  informatton  I  am   f 
able  on  the  several  subjects  specified  in  your  circular  ;   I  might  hait 
classified  a  little  more  particularly,  but  hope  this  will  be  satisfactorj.   . 
The  health  of  our  place  during  the  year  has  been  good,  genersllr: 
there  is  a  gradual  improvement  going  on  among  the  Chickasaws  botk   I 
in  religion  and  civilization  and  education.     Through  the  efforts  of  tbe 
general  government  and  the  different  mission  boards  of  the  ChristiM 
churches,  the  Chickasaws  have  greatly  improved  in  the  last  few  yean;  11 
we  look  forward  to  no  distant  day  when  this  people  will  be  prepared, 
under  the  blessing  of  God  and  a  well  directed  philanthropy,  for  a  higi 
order  of  civil  and  religious  government. 

We  may  not  dose  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  kiirf 
providence  and  goodness  of  Gfod  to  us  through  the  labors  and  cares 
of  another  session  of  our  school,  and  His  blessing  upon  our  humble 
labors. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  CAUCH, 
Superintendent  Calberi  InalMe. 

GcQ.  PouGLAS  H.  Cooper, 

JJ,  8.  Agent  for  Choctawa  and  Chiekasavm^ 


Wo.  111. 

Fort  Snam,  Aukaixbas, 

October  21,  1857. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  complianoe 
with  instructions  received  from  your  office. 

At  present  I  am  unable  to  make  a  detailed  report,  as  many  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribes  occupying  that  portion  of  the  country  leased  bj 
the  government  for  Indian  purposes  are  absent,  or  on  the  eve  of  lest' 
ing  on  their  fall  and  winter  hunt. 

Of  the  tribes  of  Wichitas  and  Keechies  I  find,  in  round  numbers, 
twelve  hundred  souls,  (nine  hundred  Wichitas  and  three  hundwd 
Keechies.)  The  two  tribes  have  intermarried,  and  are  in  tbe  habit  of 
living  and  hunting  together. 

They  are  now  located  in  a  village  on  Rush  creek,  abottt  sixty  mile* 
west  of  Fort  Arbuckle.  They  express  unqualified  willingness  to  con- 
form to  the  wishes  of  the  department  in  every  respect,  and  are 
anxious  to  have  a  country  allotted  them,  where,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  general  goveiumwiVi  iot  >^i^  %x%\  ^^ax  or  two,  they  hope  to  h 
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mble  thereafter,  by  cultivating  the  soil,  to  avoid  the  necessitj  of  follow- 
ing the  chase  for  a  subsistence,  E-sad-e-wah,  the  principal  chief  of 
the  Wichitas,  in  my  interview  with  hira,  stated  that  he  and  his  peo- 
ple desired  to  be  treated  as  the  government  had  treated  other  tribes  ; 
that  is,  they  wished  farmers,  blacksmiths,  mills,  and  schools;  the 
former  until  they  could  learn  to  raise  corn  suflScient  to  do  them,  and 
the  three  latter  furnished  by  the  government  until  such  time  as  they 
could  make  sufficient  progress  in  civilization  to  replace  them  by  people 
of  their  own  tribe. 

Of  Wacoes  and  Towaccaras  there  are  three  hundred  living  oo  the 
Canadian,  about  fifty  miles  northwest  of  Fort  Arbuckle.  The  prin- 
cipal men  were  absent  on  their  hunt ;  of  them,  therefore,  I  am  unable 
to  furnish  detailed  information. 

Of  the  Caddoes,  Anadakoes,  and  lonies,  there  are  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  living  on  the  Washita,  twenty-five  miles  southeast  of 
Fort  Arbuckle ;  a  portion  on  Red  river  and  Kiamichia.  These  peo- 
ple are  in  a  deplorable  condition — destitute  of  everything,  without  a 
fixed  habitation  or  permanent  villages,  and  are  patiently  waiting  the 
action  of  the  department,  hoping  that  such  arrangements  can  be  made 
as  will,  for  the  future,  place  them  in  a  more  desirable  situation. 

Of  Kickapoos,  Shawnees,  and  Delawares,  there  are  three  thousand 
five  hundred ;  of  this  number  two  thousand  have  been  born  on  the 
soil,  and  have  never  been  off  it ;  they  are  living  on  the  Canadian  and 
False  Washita,  at  present  scattered  hunting  ;  some  of  them  west  of 
the  100th  degree  of  longitude. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  they 
have  been  ordered  to  leave  the  Chickasaw  country.  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  Cyrus  Harris,  governor  of  the  Chickasaw  nation,  requesting 

[>ermis8ion  for  them  to  remain  until  such  time  as  the  arrangement  for 
ocating  them  on  a  reserve  specially  set  apart  for  that  purpose  can  be 
perfected-     The  Shawnees  and  Delawares  have  never  received  their 

Eortion  of  the  annuity  paid  the  main  body  of  their  tribes,  as  they 
ave  declined  going  for  it.  They  are  unwilling  to  undergo  the  rigor 
of  a  northern  climate,  and  say  that  the  reserve  occupied  by  their 
people  is  too  small  to  support  those  already  located  on  it. 

Of  Camanches,  there  are  about  six  hundred  living  on  or  near  the 
100th  degree  west  longitude.  The  wishes  of  the  government  were 
explained  to  those  present,  and  they  expressed  much  pleasure  thereat, 
but,  as  the  principal  men  were  absent  hunting,  made  no  promises  for 
their  people.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  they  desire  a  reserve  on 
the  leased  ground,  and  will  locate  there  if  such  should  be  the  wish  of 
the  department;  and  that  many  of  those  now  in  Texas  would  prefer, 
in  that  case,  to  remove  from  their  reserves  in  that  State  and  join  them. 
This  idea  I  found  to  have  been  communicated  by  them  to  the  white 
settlers  in  the  neighborhood.  It  is  perhaps  well  to  remark  that  all 
the  Camanches  living  in  this  scope  of  country  express  the  most  un- 
qualified unwillingness  to  being  settled  c>r  located  in  Texas.  They 
cannot  be  made  at  present  to  comprehend  what  the  United  States 
have  to  do  with  Texas ;  they  express  a  great  desire  to  livo  in  ths 
territory  of  the  United  States,  but  decline  to  live  in  Texas.  This 
sentiment  is  in  part  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  tbat  fotia^xVj  ^y^^Vx^-v^^ 
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to  annexation,  great  pains  were  taken  to  impress  them  with  the  ides 
that  Texas  and  the  United  States  were  separate  governments,  and  in 
part  to  their  wars  with  the  Texans. 

That  the  Indians  named  in  the  foregoing,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Shawnees,  Delawares,  and  Kickapoos,  will  come  under  my  agency,  I 
presume  there  can  he  no  douht.  If  any  arrangement  can  be  made  for 
them  until  the  department  can  be  consulted  in  the  matter,  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  it  done,  as  I  have,  as  before  stated,  taken  the  respossi- 
bility  of  requesting  that  they  be  permitted  to  remain  until  I  rec^re 
further  instructions  from  your  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant , 

A.  H.  McKISICK, 
^  Wichita  Agent^  (fe. 

Elias  Rector, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Fort  Smithy  Arkansas. 


No.  112. 

TEXAS  AGENCY. 


Brazos  Agency^  Texas, 

September  16,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Indian  bureau,  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report : 

From  time  to  time,  during  the  past  year,  all  changes  worthy  of  Dote 
have  been  reported  by  myself  and  the  agents  under  my  supervision, 
as  required  by  department  orders,  and  I  deem  it  unnecessary  again  to 
allude  particularly  to  matters  thus  brought  to  your  notice. 

Enclosed  with  this  you  will  find  the  annual  report  of  Special  Agent 
Boss,  with  the  reports  of  the  farmers  and  blacksmith^  to  which  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you  for  particulars,  as  they  show  the  exact 
condition  of  the  Indians  at  Brazos  agency,  as  also  the  product  of  the 
Indian  farms,  with  the  number  of  acres  cultivated  by  each  tribe. 

You  will  perceive,  by  reference  to  the  farmers'  reports,  that  they 
estimate  as  follows : 


TribeR. 


Caddoes 

Do 

Anahdahkoes, 

Do 

Wacoos , 

Do 

Tahwaccarros 

Do 

Tonkahuas..., 

Do 


Acres. 


130 
20 

115 
20 
70 
20 
70 
20 
55 
20 


Com. 


2,000 
2*000 
1,800 
l"806 
■'400 


Whc«t 


200 
"'400 
320 
320 
320 


Giving  an  actual  yield  of  eight  thousand  buuhels  of  corn  and  one 
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thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of  wheat,  besides  a  very  lar^e 
supply  of  beans,  peas,  and  pumpkins,  melons,  &c.,  ample  for  their 
suDsistence  during  the  next  year. 

You  will  also  perceive  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  special 
agent  that  there  are  now  settled  at  Brazos  agency  one  thousand  and 
fourteen  Indians  against  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight  last  year, 
showing  an  actual  increase  of  sixty-six  settlers  during  the  year ;  and 
the  progress  made  in  the  arl«  of  civilized  life  is  in  every  way  satis- 
fectory ;  and  their  success  in  crops  and  the  condition  of  their  stock  justify 
us  in  the  conclusion  that  they  will,  in  a  very  short  period  of  time,  be 
able  to  subsist  themselves  without  the  aid  of  the  government,  as  pre- 

I  parations  are  now  very  forward  by  the  Indians  to  extend  the  area  of 
their  cultivated  lands.  The  result  obtained  up  to  tjiis  date  will  fully 
sustain  the  colonizing  policy  as  the  best  and  most  economical  that  has 
ever  been  introduced  among  our  wild  tribes ;   and  the  advocates  of 

'  the  colonizing  policy  challenge  comparison  with  the  results  obtained 
by  any  other  course  of  policy  that  has  been  heretofore  pursued  by  the 
general  government. 

It  is  a  source  of  regret  that  M.  Leeper,  special  agent  for  the  Ca- 
manches,  has  not  forwarded  his  annual  report,  as  it  prevents  me  from 

i     giving  the  exact  condition  of  the  Indians  now  settled  on  Camanche 
agency.     According  to  his  last  report,  there  were  four  hundred  and 
i     twenty-four  Camanches,  actual  settlers,  on  the  reserve  on  Clear  Fork, 
i     against  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven  last  year,  showing  a  decrease  of 
I     one  hundred  and  thirty-three  Indians.     They  have  made  some  pro- 
I     gress  in  agriculture,  but  owing  to  the  drought  in  the  early  part  of 
I     the  season  their  crops  are  short.     The  e»timate  made  for  the  month  of 
I      August  shows  that  they  have  raised,  on  twenty  acres  of  land,  about 
fifty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  about  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn  on  the 
balance  of  their  cultivated  land.     The  progress  of  the  Camanches  will 
not  compare  favorably  with  those  at  Brazos  agency,  which  is  to  a 
great  degree  to  be  attributed  to  the  infiuence  exercised  by  that  por- 
tion of  the  Camanches  who  still  roam  at  large  and  continue  to  depre- 
date ;  and  although  there  has  been  a  strong  military  post  kept  on 
the  Camanche  reserve,  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  resist  the  infiu- 
ence of  the  outside  band  of  Camanches,  or  to  prevent  the  young  men 
from  quitting  the  reserve  to  join  in  the  continued  forays  made  by 
them  both  upon  our  frontier  and  that  of  Mexico,  and  I  can  perceive 
but  little  difference  between  the  condition  of  the  Camanches  now  and 
at  the  date  of  ray  last  annual  report. 

Our  frontier  still  presents  the  anomaly  of  ^eace  with  a  small  por- 
I      tion  of  a  tribe  of  Indians,  and  continual  hostility  with  the  balance  of 
the  name  people,  and  during  the  past  year  very  serious  depredationn 
have  been  traced  to  them,  and  there  have  been  several  encounters  be- 
tween them  and  the  troops  on  our  frontier,  in  which  a  numlwr  of 
_     both  soldierti  and  Indians  have  been  killed.     The  strangest  feature  of 
ills  fitAt^  f>f  affairs,  and  one  that  demandR  your  serious  att^'ntlon,  is 
itj  at  the  same  time  that  those  hands  of  Caman<hc«,  K^i<>- 
are  depredating  on  our  citizens,  waylaying  our  roadfi, 
mr  mails  to  El  Paso,  &c.,  an  agent  of  your  <iu)mrtfiiem  If 
to  them  a  large  annuity  of  goods,  aroiii)  %uvi  ^vvvvvavMs^ciAssix 
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OQ  the  Arkansas  riyer,  which  is  arming  them,  and  giving  them  the 
means  more  effectually  to  carry  on  their  hostile  forays.  During  the 
past  summer^  particularly  about  the  1st  of  July,  there  were  seTcral 
parties  of  those  people  with  the  Kioway»,  on  a  visit  to  the  Camanchei 
at  the  reserve,  who  did  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  fear  of  chastise- 
ment for  past  depredations  had  caused  them  to  seek  this  frontier,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  troops  who  were  in  pursuit  of  them  ;.  but  upon  tke 
call  of  the  agent  charged  with  the  distribution  of  the  annuity  on  the 
Arkansas,  they  repaired  thither,  received  theirjpresents,  and  arc  aguB 
down  upon  our  frontier,  are  now  boasting  of  the  ^^  presents  paid  wem  | 
by  the  government,"  and  are  prepared  to  use  the  arms  and  amrnonh 
tion  received  from  the  government  agent  on  our  troops.  Some  of  the 
same  guns  given  \ki  Arkansas  river  are  now  on  the  reserves  in  Texas, 
the  Indians  (Wacoes)  who  have  them  having  traded  for  them  froo 
the  Upper  Gamanches  but  a  short  time  since. 

This  subject  and  the  evil  consequences  arising  therefrom  have  bea 
called  to  the  attention  of  your  department  so  often  in  my  several  re- 
ports, particularly  in  my  last  annual  report,  without  any  action  od 
the  part  of  the  government  to  correct  the  evils,  that  I  am  ashamed 
to  again  allude  to  it,  but  deem  it  my  duty  to  do  so,  as  the  same  neces- 
sity exists  now  for  your  interference  that  did  then,  and  the  suggestioos 
contained  in  my  last  report  on  that  subject  are  respectfully  called  to 
your  attention. 

So  long  as  the  present  outside  influences  are  permitted  to  exist, 
there  can  be  but  little  progress  made  in  the  introduction  of  the  arts  of 
civilized  life  among  the  Indians  on  this  or  any  other  portion  of  (Nff 
frontier. 

I  have  endeavored  throughout  the  year  to  act  fully  in  concert  with 
the  military  authorities  in  this  department,  and  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  there  has  been  preserved  a  good  understanding  l^tween  the 
agents  and  the  military.  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  report 
made  to  Major  General  Twiggs,  on  the  subject  of  our  Indian  relations 
on  the  17th  July  last. 

Acting  under  the  instructions  received  from  your  department  in 
March  last,  I  contracted  for  suitable  buildings  for  a  school  at  Brasos 
agency,  and  the  buildings  for  that  purpose  are  now  nearlj^  completed; 
and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  our  school  will  be  in  successinl 
operation  by  the  first  of  November^  under  a  competent  teacher. 

For  the  support  of  the  Indian  service  in  Texas  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1859,  the  whole  amount  required  is  $61,655  25, 
against  $91,707  50  last  year.  This  estimate  contemplates  only  a 
portion  of  the  ration  heretofore  allowed,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped 
that,  by  the  time  the  appropriation  asked  is  exhausted,  the  greater 
part  of  the  Texas  Indians  will  be  in  a  condition  to  support  themr 
selves. 

The  progress  made  by  the  Indians  at  Brazos  agency  is  mainly 
attributable  to  the  efficient  services  of  Special  Agent  S.  P.  Ross,  who 
has  devoted  his  whole  time  to  his  duties,  and  his  services  entitle  him 
to  the  full  confidence  of  the  general  government. 

Hoping  that  the  above  report  and  accompanjing  documents  will 
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meet  your  approval ,  and  that  results  obtained  by  the  exertions  of  the 
agents  will   induce  the  general  government  to  sustain  the  policy, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  S.  NEIGHBORS, 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians. 
Hon.  J.  W,  Dbnvbr, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  AffairSj  Washington^  D.  C7. 


No.  113. 

San  Antonio,  Texas, 

Jvly  17,  1857. 

General:  Referring  to  our  conversation  a  few  days  since  in  relation 
to  Indian  matters,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  submit  for  your  infor- 
mation this  brief  statement  ill  regard  to  our  Indian  relations  generally. 

There  are  now  settled  on  the  reservation  at  Brazos  agency,  twelve 
miles  below  Fort  Belknap,  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Caddoes,  two 
hundred  and  ten  An-ah-dah-koes,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  Wacoes, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  Tah-wac-car-roes,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  eight  Ton-ka-huas,  making  a  total  of  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
four  Indians.  This  statement  is  taken  from  Special  Agent  Ross' 
census  roll  of  June  30. 

The  members  of  the  above  named  tribes  not  on  the  reserves  in  Texas 
are  east  of  Red  river,  in  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  country,  and  with 
the  Wichitas.  They  frequently  visit  the  reserve,  and  on  several 
occasions  the  census  roll  of  the  agent  showed  over  one  thousand  In- 
dians. All  of  the  above  tribes  have  been  perfectly  peaceable  since  the 
reserve  was  opened,  and  no  depredations  have  been  traced  to  them. 
They  have  made  considerable  progress  in  agriculture  and  stock  raising, 
built  themselves  good  cabins,  and  have  under  fence  and  cultivation 
about  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that 
they  will  raise  an  abundance  of  bread  and  vegetables  to  sustain  them 
the  next  year.  It  has  never  been  necessary  since  the  opening  of  the 
reserve  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  military  to  enforce  the  orders  of  the 
agent,  the  whole  police  of  the  reserve  being  conducted  by  the  agent, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Indians,  who  are  well  organized  for  that 
purpose. 

There  are  now  settled  at  Camanche  agency,  as  per  Special  Agent 
Leeper's  census  roll  of  1st  June  last,  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
Indians,  (Camanches,)  since  reported  as  arrivals  of  those  who  had  left 
the  reserve,  twenty,  making  a  total,  30th  June,  of  four  hundred  and 
seven.  They  have  made  some  progress  in  agriculture,  and  have  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  fenced  and  cultivated  in  corn, 
melons,  &c.,  &c.,  but  they  make  their  women  perform  most  of  the 
labor. 

It  has  been  found  very  diflScult  to  keep  the  young  men  on  the 
reserve ;  and  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  of  the  troops  at  Camp 
Cooper,  and  the  exertion  of  the  agents  and  chiefe,  ^Xv«^  \x^q^^\^n^.^ 
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now  ran  off,  and  join  the  more  northern  bands  of  Camanches  in  their 
forays  to  Mexico  and  on  our  frontier.  The  older  Indians  are  perfectly 
manageable,  but  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the  Camanche  settle 
ment  cannot  possibly  prove  successful  until  the  government  extend* 
the  policy  to  the  other,  or  at  present  outside,  bands  of  that  tribe.  Tlie 
intercourse  between  them  and  the  Indians  on  the  reserve  is  constant 
and  uninterrupted,  and  whenever  an  Indian  on  the  reserve  commits 
a  crime,  or  there  is  the  least  difficulty,  they  prepare  immediately  for 
flight,  to  join  their  northern  brothers.  Foreseeing  this  diflBculty  witi 
the  Camanches,  I,  in  Februarv  1855,  applied  for  a  new  reserve  for  &t 
permanent  settlement  of  all  the  prairie  bands  on  our  borders  in  the 
Chickasaw  country,  near  the  Wichita  mountains.  The  late  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  completed  that  negotiation  previous  to  the 
meiiting  of  the  last  Congress,  and  obtained  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000  for  the  pay  of  agents,  interpreters,  and  for  settling  the 
Indians.  Whilst  1  was  in  Washington  city  last  March,  an  agent  was 
appointed  for  that  reserve,  and  it  was  determined  to  apply  the  sbm 
policy  to  the  Indians  proposed  to  be  settled  that  is  now  in  successful 
operation  in  Texas  ;  and  the  reserve  was  to  be  placed  under  my 
supervision,  and  in  connexion  with  the  Texas  reserves,  but  I  wis 
instructed  to  *'take  no  action  until  I  received  full  instructions.  *  *  Since 
my  return  I  have  urged  upon  my  department  the  necessity  for  speed? 
action,  have  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  strong  mounted 
military  force  on  that  reserve,  the  immediate  application  of  the 
colonizing  policy,  and  that  active  military  coercion  shoald  be  used 
against  all  Indians  who  refuse  to  abandon  their  predatory  habits  and 
settle  in  the  country  thus  assigned  them.  The  reserve,  as  designated 
by  the  treaty,  with  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  will  embrace  the 
country  west  of  the  98°  parallel  of  longitude,  irom  Red  river  to 
Canadian,  and  will  be  ample  for  all  the  Indians,  both  for  farms  and 
hunting  grounds,  and  is  a  country  in  every  respect  suitable  for  this 
purpose,  as  it  is  well  watered,  with  an  abundance  of  good  timber  and 
pasturage.  I  have  conversed  this  spring  and  summer  with  a  number 
of|^Wichita  and  Camanche  Indians  on  this  subject,  and  believe  that 
a  large  portion  of  them  will,  as  soon  as  the  reserve  is  opened  at  once 
settle  down. 

From  my  limited  knowledge  of  that  country  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
the  most  suitable  points  for  a  military  post  are  either  on  Otter  or  Cs»h 
creeks  ;  both  points  are  spoken  of  by  those  who  know  them  best  as 
eminently  suitable,  affording  good  grass  and  water,  and  an  abundance 
of  building  material.  I  would  deem  it  important  to  place  the  mili- 
tary establishment  near  the  western  or  Texas  boundary  of  the  reserve, 
as  it  would  place  them  near  the  Indians,  (Camanches,)  but  would  sug- 
gest that  the  country  be  thoroughly  explored  before  a  Felection  be 
made  for  the  post,  as  the  agency  will  be  necessarily  near  the  same 
point. 

I  feel  confident,  from  long  experience  with  our  prairie  bands  of  In- 
dians, if  the  general  government  will  carry  out  the  colonizing  policy 
as  already  indicated  by  my  department,  and  sustain  it  by  an  active 
military  co-operation,  in  a  very  short  period  of  time  Indian  troubles 
would  cease,  our  roads  aoiOA%\>^<&i^lQin.s  be  rendered  safe  for  emigrants, 


SECRETARY   OF  THE   INTERIOR.  555 

and  the  whole  frontier  from  Missouri  to  the  Rio  Grande  be  rendered 
free  from  the  Indian  alarms  that  have  so  long  harassed  our  citizens 
and  preyented  the  due  extension  of  a  civilized  population  into  the  ter- 
ritory over  which  those  predatory  bands  of  savages  have  roamed  and 
depredated  so  many  years. 

jFree  intercourse  with  the  Camanches  for  years  has  fully  convinced 
me  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  either  to  whip  them  or  continually 
overawe  them  with  a  strong  military  force,  in  order  to  hold  them  in 
subjection  and  to  make  them  peaceable.  Their  chiefs  have  but  little 
control,  and  I  have  never  known  them  to  make  a  treaty  that  a  portion 
of  the  tribe  do  not  violate  its  stipulations  before  one  year  rolls  around ; 
they  are  very  daring  and  restless,  and  it  appears^  bv  my  late  experi- 
ence on  the  present  reserve,  that  the  young  men  of  the  tribe  will  carry 
on  their  forays,  let  the  consequences  to  themselves  and  families  be 
what  they  may.  The  impossibility  of  keeping  the  young  warriors  on 
the  reserve  and  of  preventing  them,  with  all  the  inducements  I  could 
offer,  as  well  as  threats  of  chastisement,  from  stealing  horses  and 
making  forays,  was  the  cause  of  my  reauest  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  this  department  to  issue  orders  declaring  all  Indians  hostile 
found  off  the  reserves  without  a  written  permit  from  the  agent. 

Hoping  that  you  will  use  your  influence  with  the  government  at  an 
early  period  to  consummate  the  policy  now  in  contemplation,  and  being 
very  desirous  of  co-operating  with  you  and  the  military  under  your 
command  in  whatever  measures  you  may  adopt  in  relation  to  our  In- 
dians generally, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROB'T  8.  NEIGHBORS, 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  E  Twiggs,  U.  S.  A.,  ^ 

Commanding  DepL  of  TexaSy  San  Antonio j  Texas. 


I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in 
my  office. 

ROB'T  S.  NEIGHBORS, 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians. 


No.  114. 

Camanchb  Agency,  Sepf..  13,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  and  those  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit 
my  annual  report. 

The  Camanches  have  been  under  treaty  stipulations  only  about  two 
years.  At  the  period  of  their  settlement  they  were  wild  and  barbar- 
ous, leading  a  wandering  life,  and  regarding  the  white  man,  wherever 
found,  as  a  common  enemy.  Since  their  settlement  here  they  have 
improved  more  in  the  arts  of  civilization  than  any  other  trvbft  vcL^^^A 
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flame  length  of  time.     They  are  catarally  intellectual,  and  bave  i 
high  Beutse  of  propriety  in  dress  and  becoming  deportmeDt.     Many  of 
them  understand  the  articles  of  the  treaty  and  oheerve  them  with  the 
greatest  tenacity,  and  all  are  extremely  anxious  to  learn  the  English 
bnguage.     They  are  contented  and  happy,  and  satisfied  to  live  a  quiet 
and  settled  life ;  and  being  naturally  of  an  industrious  disposition, 
they  are  anxious  to  learn  the  arts  of  civilization.     From  their  forma 
dissolute  habits  many  of  them  have  contracted  diseases  which  are  en- 
tailed upon  their  posterity.     To  adopt  some  measure   to  arrest  tbeir 
progress  would  be  an  act  of  humanity,  as  well  as  of  common  justioe, 
and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  physician  should  be  em- 
ployed to  attend  to  the  Indians  and  administer  to  their  wants. 

I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  employing  « 
blacksmith  and  establishing  a  shop  on  this  ^'reserve/'  as  all  reptin 
of  public  property  and  of  the  private  property  of  the  Indians  are  made 
at  the  Brazos  agency,  and  the  visits  of  the  Indians  to  that  place  hxn 
become  troublesome  and  objectionable.  During  the  farming  season  it 
would  be  impossible  to  keep  everything  in  order  without  a  blacksmith, 
and  more  time  would  be  lost  in  sending  employes  to  the  ''lower  agen- 
cy" than  would  be  compensated  for  by  thrice  the  value  of  the  work. 
A  school  is  also  deemed  necessary,  and  it  is  desired  by  the  Indians 
themselves.  They  have  a  number  of  children  whom  they  wish  to 
educate.  If  a  school  were  established,  and  a  teacher  employed  wbo 
would  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the  teaching  and  moral  train- 
ing of  these  people,  it  would  produce  a  more  beneficial  effect  than  the 
same  amount  of  expenditure  in  any  other  way.  In  reference  to  experi- 
ments made  here,  all  have  succeeded  in  a  way  calculated  to  meet  the 
most  sanguine  expectations,  except  the  issues  of  stock  cattle.  Tbe« 
were  made,  perhaps,  a  little  too  early.  The  Camanches  having  had 
no  experience  in  stock  raising  have  suffered  their  cattle  to  stray,  and, 
in  this  way,  they  have  lost  control  over  them.  I  shall  use  my  bert 
exertions  to  have  them  reclaimed,  marked,  and  branded.  On  accoant 
of  the  unusual  bad  season  and  repeated  blights  with  which  the  Indian 
crops  were  visited,  they  will  not  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  bread- 
stuffs  for  the  current  year;  but  next  year,  I  have  but  little  doubt,  they 
will  raise  an  ample  supply.  There  is  a  number  of  houses  in  proofs 
of  ereetion,  and  most  of  the  Indians  will  have  comfortable  quarters 
during  the  winter.  The  prompt  and  energetic  exertions  of  the  troops  , 
stationed  at  Camp  Cooper  have  completely  checked  the  depredations 
common  with  the  wild  tribes  in  this  vicinity. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  LEEPER, 
Special  Indian  Agent,  Texas. 
B.  S.  Neighbors,  Esq., 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians. 
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No.  115. 

Brazo0  Aqenct,  Texas, 
September  U,1S5T. 

Sir:  In  compHancje  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
I  herewith  transmit  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians 
under  my  charge. 

The  Indians  at  the  several  villages  have  made  very  good  crops  of 
wheat  and  com  this  season ;  and  all  the  tribes,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Tonkahuas,  will  supply  themselves  with  bread;  they  will  require 
about  half  rations  of  flour  or  corn,  owing  to  their  inexperience  in  cul- 
tivating the  soil.  The  Indians  have  generally  made  over  an  average 
crop,  compared  with  the  crops  of  the  white  citizens  in  this  section^  as 
will  be  observed  by  reference  to  the  farmer's  report,  herewith  en- 
closed. All  the  Indians  on  this  reserve  are  tillers  of  the  soil,  and 
their  support  is  principally  derived  from  its  products.  They  have  a 
fair  stocK  of  horses,  cattle,  and  hogs,  and  are  paying  particular  atten- 
tion to  stock  raising ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  in  a  few  years  their  con- 
dition will  bear  comparison  with  our  frontier  citizens.  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  give  permission  to  a  portion  of  the  Caddoes  and  Anadakoes^ 
who  have  proved  themselves  perfectly  reliable,  to  make  small  hunting 
and  scouting  parties,  after  securing  their  crops  this  fall;  this  was  more 
a  matter  of  recreation  than  profit,  and  I  deemed  it  bad  policy  to  con- 
fine the  Indians  on  the  reserve,  with  nothing  to  employ  them.  It 
was  supposed  that  the  information  obtained  from  them,  concerning  the 
movements  of  hostile  Indians,  would  greatly  aid  us  in  checking  their 
depredations  on  our  frontier.  From  time  to  time,  during  the  past 
year,  I  have  had  visitors  from  friendly  Camanches  and  Wichitas,  and 
have  deemed  it  proper  and  good  i)olicy  to  cultivate  their  friendship, 
by  furnishing  them  subsistence  while  on  the  reserve.  From  them  1 
have  obtained  much  information  regarding  the  movements  of  the  In- 
dians on  our  northern  and  eastern  border  not  already  settled. 

Thereareatpresentone  thousand  and  fourteen  Indians,  actual  settlers, 
on  this  reserve,  showing  an  increase  of  sixty-six  souls  since  my  last 
annual  report. 

The  different  tribes  have  enjoyed  remarkably  good  health  during 
the  past  year,  which  is  attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  their  being 
housed,  and  more  comfortably  clothed  than  when  they  were  roving 
about  on  our  frontier. 

I  am  expecting,  in  a  short  time,  the  Keechie  band  of  Texas  Indians 
here,  numoering  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  souls.  They  have  been 
residing  for  several  years  in  the  Creek  nation,  on  the  Canadian  river, 
and  they  are  now  anxious  to  settle  on  this  reserve.  I  consider  them 
Texas  Indians,  and  they  claim  to  be  such.  It  will  be  necessary  to  es- 
timate for  an  amount  sufficient  to  feed  and  clothe  them,  as  they  are 
entirely  destitute. 

As  the  white  settlements  approach  this  reserve  and  the  Indians 
become  civilized,  they  acquire  the  habits  of  white  men  by  intercourse; 
and  of  late  I  have  had  considerable  trouble  in  preventing  the  fumisb- 
ing  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Caddoes  and  An^Aako^i^  Vj  \tL\*st^%\R^. 
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penons  atUsidt  of  the  reserre.  The  chiefii  of  these  tribes  hare  exe^ 
cised  all  of  their  influence  to  stop  their  people  from  drinking,  bnt  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  do  so,  so  long  as  the  frontier  citixens  encourage 
such  traffic.  I  expect,  however,  that  so  soon  as  regularly  organized 
courts  are  established  in  the  adjoining  new  counties  that  this  erS 
will  be  remedied.  Our  Indians  all  express  a  desire  to  bare  their 
children  educated,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  them  to  know  that  tbe 
building  to  be  used  as  a  school  room  is  nearly  completed.  I  antici- 
pate a  large  number  of  scholars  this  fall,  and  am  satiiified  that  tbe 
school  will  greatly  improve  their  moral  and  social  condition. 

After  discharging  several  employes,  I  have  at  length  obtained  good 
and  competent  men  to  attend  to  the  duties  intrusted  to  them ;  and  ai 
the  Indians  wish  to  enlarge  their  farms  as  they  progress,  I  consider  it 
advisable  to  continue  them  in  service  the  next  year,  and  would  recom- 
mend estimates  accordingly.  It  will  be  necessary,  for  the  exten§i(m 
of  the  Indian  farms^  to  have  an  additional  supply  of  tools,  and  I  haie 
prepared  an  estimate  of  iron,  steel,  and  other  articles  necessary  for 
that  purpose. 

The  Indians  under  mv  charge  have  conducted  themselves  in  sucht 
manner,  during  the  past  year,  that  they  have  secured  the  approbation 
and  friendship  of  all  good  citizens  on  this  frontier;  and  wheneter 
outside  Indians  have  committed  depredations,  they  have  invariably 
assisted  the  citizens  in  recovering  their  property.  I  know  of  no  single 
instance  of  depredation  being  traced  to  them^  and  I  am  satisfied  that, 
unless  extraordinary  means  are  taken  to  make  them  discontented  thef 
will  continue  to  improve  and  progress.  The  contractors  for  furoiA- 
ing  beef  have  furnished  a  good  supply  of  good  beef,  sufficient  for  my 
requirements. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  ROSS, 
Special  Agent  Texas  IndianB. 

Robert  S.  Neighbobs,  Esq., 

Supervising  Agent  Texas  Indians^  Brazos  Agency. 


No.  116. 

Caddo  and  Anadahkoe  Parms, 
Brazos  Agency,  Texas y  September  9,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  operations  on  the  Caddo 
and  Anadahkoe  farms  have  resulted  as  favorably  as  could  be  expected 
when  the  devastations  of  several  frosts  in  the  spring  killed  most  of 
the  young  corn,  which  was  replanted  the  third  time  at  each  farm  and 
then  the  drought  set  in,  which  materially  injured  the  crops.  ' 

The  Caddoes  have  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  corn,  which  will 
yield  about  two  thousand  bushels,  and  twenty  acres  in  wheat  which 
yielded  about  two  hundred  bushels.  The  Anadahkoes  have  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  acres  iw  eotiv,  ^VdcK  will  yield  about  two  thousand 
bushels,  and  twenty  aciesm^\i^«A.^>w\iA^f\^\^iwttV\«^^ 
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The  wheat  was  cut  by  the  laborers,  bound,  threshed,  and  sacked 
by  the  Indians,  and  a  portion  of  it  saved  for  the  fall  seed.  They  hare 
also  a  very  large  Crop  of  peas  and  beans,  an  abundance  of  pumpkins 
and  squashes,  which  they  are  now  engaged  in  cutting  and  drying  for 
their  winter  use.  They  also  raised  a  large  crop  of  melons.  The  most 
of  the  work  done  on  their  respective  farms  was  done  by  themselves, 
they  having  but  one  hand  on  each  farm  to  instruct  them. 

The  Caddoes  have  ploughed  twenty  acres  of  new  land  the  past 
months  and  also  built,  during  the  past  year,  seven  good  log  houses, 
and  the  Anadahkoes  ten  houses. 

Their  stock  look  very  well,  and  their  women  milk  cows  and  make 
butter  for  their  own  use. 

Their  wagons  and  oxen  are  in  good  order,  and  are  kept  constantly 
at  work,  hauling  in  their  crops  and  fencing  their  farms. 

A  number  of  these  Indians  have  purchased  themselves  hogs,  and 
are  endeavoring  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  white  man,  and  are 
economical  with  their  crops ;  and  it  is  believed  that  they  will  have 
breadstuff  enough  for  their  subsistence  for  the  coming  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  CHURCH, 
Farmer  for  the  Caddoes  and  Anadahkoes. 

S.  P.  Ross,  Esq., 

Special  Indian  Agent,  Brazos  Agency ,  Texas. 


No.  117. 

Waco,  Tahwaccarro,  and  Towkahtta  Farms, 

Brazos  Agency,  Texas,  September  10,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  this  my  annual  report  as 
farmer  for  the  Waco,  Tahwaccarroes,  and  Tonkahuas.  In  entering 
upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  farmer,  I  found  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  of  land  ploughed,  viz:  Wacoes,  ninety  acres;  Tah- 
waccarroes, ninety  acres ;  and  Tonkahuas,  seventy-five  acres  ;  and 
havesince,  with  theassistanceof  thelndians,  ploughed  thirty-five  or  forty 
acres  for  the  Wacoes  and  Tahwaccarroes,  whicn  was  all  planted  in 
corn,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  acres  at  each  farm  sowed  in  fall 
wheat,  when  the  devastation  of  several  severe  frosts  and  a  severe 
snow-storm,  as  late  in  the  spring  as  the  11th  of  April,  cut  down  the 
corn  and  injured  the  wheat  in  a  great  degree  when  just  heading. 
Most  of  the  ground  planted  in  corn  was  replanted  the  third  time,  and 
one  farm  of  the  Tonkahuas  was  planted  anew  as  late  as  the  15th  of  May. 
The  wheat,  although  injured,  yielded  about  sixteen  bushels  to  the  acre 
on  each  farm.  The  corn  will  yield  about  twenty-five  bushels  to  the 
acre  for  the  Wacoes  and  Tahwaccarroes,  or  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
bushels  on  each  farm,  and  the  Tonkahuas  about  twelve  bushels,  or 
four  hundred  bushels  on  their  farm,  besides  a  very  large  quantity  of 
peas  and  beans  for  each  village  ;  also  an  abundance  of  ^wm^VvcL^  ^^jA^ 
squashes  was  raised,  and  the  Indiana  on  eacVv  ^wtm  wi^  cn^^^^^^'va^ 
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drying  and  packing  up  for  winter  use.  The  Chinese  BUgar-cane  sent 
them  from  the  department  was  sowed  and  promises  a  heavy  yield. 
The  Wacoes  and  Tahwaccarroes  have  built  and  completed  sixteen  nev 
hoqses  in  their  village  during  the  past  year;  the  Tonkahaas  hare  cat 
logs,  and  are  now  engaged  in  building  themselves  houses,  being  tired 
of  living  in  tents. 

The  stock  given  them  by  the  government  look  well,  and  are  incresi- 
ing  in  number  ;  they  seem  to  take  good  care  of  them,  and  have  one 
member  of  their  own  tribe  herding  them. 

And  before  closing  this  report,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Indians 
under  my  charge,  I  must  say,  that,  although  I  have  one  hand  at  each 
farm  to  instruct  them,  they  worked  admirably,  and  are  improTing 
fast  in  the  agricultural  art.  Many  of  them  can  plough,  drive  oxeo, 
and  do  almost  any  work  that  is  reauired  on  a  farm.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  MURRAY, 
Farmer  for  the  WaooeSy  Tahwaccarroes,  and  Tonkahwu. 

8.  P.  Ross,  Esq., 

Special  Indian  Agent ,  Brazos  Agency j  Texas. 


No.  118. 


Brazos  Aqkitcy,  Trslas, 
September  10,  1857. 


Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  department,  I 
herewith  transmit  my  annual  report. 

During  the  past  year,  all  work  brought  by  the  Indians  to  the  shop 
has  been  promptly  attended  to  and  given  them  satisfaction.  They 
now  require  more  repairs  about  farming  utensils  than  heretofore,  and 
it  will  be  necessary  to  procure  some  2,000  lbs.  assorted  and  refined  iron, 
suitable  for  repairs,  and  about  1,000  lbs.  of  Swedes  bar  and  slab  iron, 
suitable  for  making  diamond  ploughs,  which  are  thought  to  be  the  beet 
for  cultivation  at  the  farms.  I  shall  also  need  a  supply  of  cast  and 
shear  steel,  and  about  12  dosSen  of  assorted  files,  suitable  for  gun  and 
other  work. 

I  have  to  state  that  the  tools  and  shop  are  in  good  condition  to  do 
any  work  that  may  be  brought  in. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  TAYLOR, 
Blacksmith  and  Armorer,  Brazos  Agency,  Texas. 
S.  P.  Ross,  Esq., 
Special  Agent,  Brazos  Agency,  lexas. 
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No.  119. 

new  mexico  superintendency. 
Office  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Santa  jPe,  New  Mexico,  August  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  submitting  this  my  first  annual  report  of  the  Indian  affairs 
of  this  Territory,  in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  department, 
it  shall  be  my  purpose,  in  as  concise  a  form  as  possible,  to  lay  before 
the  Hon.  Commissioner  the  actual  condition  of  the  various  tribes  in- 
cluded within  the  limits  of  this  superintendency ;  to  the  end  that  a 
proper  policy  may  be  initiated,  as  well  for  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Indians  as  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens.  The  limited  time  allowed  me  since  the  arrival 
of  the  annuity  goods,  sent  out  this  spring  from  the  States,  has  been 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  visit  only  a  few  of  the  tribes  among  whom 
presents  are  intended  to  be  distributed. 

The  goods  intended  for  the  Utahs  and  Jicarilla  Apaches  were 
despatched  in  wagons  to  the  agencies  of  Messrs.  Carson  and  Archuleta, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  I  left  Santa  Fe  to  be  present 
on  the  occasion  of  distributing  the  goods.  The  Indians  had  been  pre- 
viously notified  to  meet  near  the  town  of  Abiquin,  some  fifty  or  sixty 
miles  northwest  from  this  city,  where,  on  my  arrival,  I  found  assem- 
bled about  twenty-five  hundred,  including  men,  women,  and  children. 

They  were  composed  of  the  three  tribes  of  Utahs,  known  as  the 
Copotes,  Mohuaches,  and  Tobawaches,  with  the  Jicarilla  Apaches. 
The  Tobawaches,  although  belonging  to  this  superintendency,  had 
never  before  been  present  at  any  of  the  councils  had  with  the  Utahs  ; 
nor  had  they  before  shared  in  the  bounties  of  the  government  to  much 
extent.  On  the  present  occasion  there  were  present  about  six  hun- 
dred, which  is  supposed  to  be  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  tribe. 

As  the  allowance  of  goods  was  ample,  I  directed  the  agents  to  allow 
the  Tobawaches  to  share  pro  rata  with  the  other  tribes,  which  seemed 
to  give  satisfaction  to  all. 

In  the  council  had  with  the  principal  men  of  these  tribes  on  this 
occasion,  I  impressed  upon  them  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
abandoning  their  roving  and  predatory  life  for  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture as  a  means  of  subsistence,  and,  although  some  objection  was 
raised  by  a  part  of  the  chiefs  present  to  the  proposed  change,  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  a  large  majority  are  ready  to  commence  farming  so 
soon  as  suitable  provision  is  made  for  their  permanent  settlement. 

The  Jicarillas  have  in  cultivation  the  present  year  an  amount  of 
corn  and  vegetables  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  most  skeptical  that 
they,^  at  least,  are  ready  for  the  change. 

Your  letter  of  the  14th  July,  requiring  the  agents  of  this  superin- 
tendency to  report  the  number  of  Indians  of  each  tribe  under  their 
charge,  was  received  too  late  to  secure  the  information  required  in 
time  to  be  forwarded  through  this  report.  I  believe,  as  yet,  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  respective  tribes 
of  Utahs  belonging  to  this  superintendency. 

At  the  meeting,  a  few  days  since,  I  found  it  impossible  1^  ferov. 
anything  like  a  correct  estimate  of  theii  Teapectviej  ii\rcc^i«t^«     k%^\i^. 
36 
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Carson,  who,  in  former  years,  was  much  with  the  Utahs,  gives  the 
number  of  the  Tobawaches  at  from  ten  to  twelve  hundred,  the 
Copotes  at  eight  or  nine  hundred,  the  Mohuaches  and  Jicarillas  at 
six  hundred  each.  They  will  certainly  not  fall  short  of  this  estimate. 
A  large  proportion  of  women  and  children  was  observable  among  all 
the  tribes,  but  especially  was  this  so  with  regard  to  the  Jicarilla«. 
Those  tribes  all  live  by  the  chase  and  by  marauding  upon  the  Mexi- 
can settlements.  Since,  however,  the  government  has  been  partially 
feeding  them,  their  depredations  have  much  decreased,  and  are 
now  confined  to  robberies  to  supply  themselves  with  food.  To  prevent 
those  robberies  the  Indians  must  be  fed.  The  game  which  has  here- 
tofore afforded  them  a  scanty  support  is  now  being  fast  exhausted,  and 
can  no  longer  be  relied  upon  for  their  subsistence. 

Since  the  death  ot  Captain  H.  L.  Dodge,  which  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber last,  there  has  been  no  agent  with  the  Navajos  ;  in  .consequence 
of  which  some  depredations  have  been  committed  by  them ,  though  it 
is  believed  a  large  majority  of  the  tribe  are  inclined  to  peace,  and  will 
make  any  reasonable  sacrifice  to  maintain  it ;  as,  with  every  other 
people,  they  have  some  bad  men  among  them,  who,  lor  the  want  of 
a  strong  and  effective  government,  they  are  unable  to  control  or 
restrain. 

The  Navajos,  like  all  the  wild  tribes  of  New  Mexico,  have  no  gor- 
ernment  that  deserves  the  name  ;  consequently  they  have  not  the 
power  to  punish  the  bad  men  of  the  nation,  nor  to  prevent  them  from 
committing  depredations  when  they  are  disposed  to  do  so.  I  cannot 
give  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  want  of  an  effective  government  among 
those  Indians  than  by  quoting  a  paragraph  from  an  interesting  sketch 
of  the  Navajo  Indians,  written  by  Doctor  Leatherman^  of  the  army: 

**So  little  government  do  these  people  possess  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  give  it  a  name.  Anarchy  is  the  only  form,  if  form  it  can 
be  called.     They  have  no  hereditary  chief— none  by  election. 

**  Every  one  who  has  a  few  horses  and  sheep  is  a  *  head  man/ 
and  must  have  his  word  in  the  councils.  Even  those  who  by  superior 
cunning  have  obtained  some  influence  are  extremely  careful  lest 
their  conduct  should  not  prove  acceptable  to  their  criticising  inferiors. 

**  The  'jutas,'  or  councils,  are  generally  composed  of  the  richest 
men,  each  one  a  self-constituted  member,  but  their  decisions  are  of 
but  little  moment,  unless  they  meet  the  approbation  of  the  mass  of 
the  people ;  and  for  this  reason  these  councils  are  exceedingly  careful 
not  to  run  counter  to  the  wishes  of  the  poorer  but  more  numerous 
class,  being  well  aware  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of 
enforcing  any  act  that  would  not  command  their  approval.  This 
want  of  a  chief  who  would  be  looked  up  to  by  his  people,  and  with 

Eower  to  carry  out  whatever  measures  are  necessary  for  the  welfare  of 
is  tribe,  is  a  great  drawback,  and  renders  the  management  of  these 
people  a  matter  often  of  serious  concern,  and  requiring  always  a 
great  deal  of  tact,  judgment,  and  discretion.  The  nation,  as  a 
nation,  is  fully  erabued  with  the  idea  that  it  is  all-powerful,  which, 
no  doubt,  has  arisen  from  the  fact  of  its  having  been  for  years  a 
terror  and  a  dread  to  t\iQ  vol^i^yXaxA.^  q>{  ¥[^n7  Mexico. 

"  The  rich  men  aie  faB^)Q«5omvji%  wnVvaRfc^  VJwbX  V5w^  ^is^<^x:nmeni 
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troops  are  not  frightened  at  the  mention  of  their  names ;  yet  this 
opinion  is  far  from  prevalent  among  those  (and  they  are  the  great 
majority)  who  own  flocks  or  herds.  The  persons  of  this  class  fre- 
quently commit  depredations  to  a  small  extent,  and  so  powerless  is 
the  chief  to  prevent  acts  of  this  kind,  or  to  punish  the  depredator, 
that  he  frequently  pays  from  his  own  herds  the  value  of  the  article 
stolen.  In  short,  their  government  is  no  government  at  all ;  the- 
chief  has  no  authority,  and  every  one  does  that  which  seemeth  good 
in  his  own  sight.*' 

This  sketch  will  apply  with  like  force  to  all  the  wild  tribes  of  New- 
Mexico  ;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  how  uncertain  must  be  the  con- 
tinuance of  any  peace  made  with  them. 

The  Navajos  are  variously  estimated  to  number  from  nine  to» 
twelve  thousand  souls,  and  can  bring  into  the  field  from  two  to  three- 
thousand  warriors. 

They  plant  corn  and  wheat,  and  raise  quite  enough  of  each  for  their- 
own  consumption.     They  rear  horses  and  sheep  in  large  numbers,  and 
are  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  want. 

The  presents  intended  for  them,  forwarded  from  St.  Louis  this 
spring,  are  now  at  Fort  Defiance,  and  will  be  turned  over  to  the  agent 
on  his  arrival  for  distribution  to  the  Indians. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Commissioner  to 
the  able  report  of  Agent  Steck,  herewith  enclosed.  I  find  it  so  full 
and  complete  that  it  leaves  me  but  little  to  say  in  reference  to  the 
southern  Apaches. 

The  Mimbres  and  Mescalero  Apaches,  like  the  Jicarillas,  have  given, 
assurance  practically  that  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  settle  and  be-- 
come  cultivators  of  the  soil.  They  show  a  willingness  to  be  guided  by 
the  wishes  of  the  government  in  the  selection  of  their  future  homes, 
and  will  doubtless  conform  in  every  particular  to  what  may  be  deemed 
most  advisable  for  their  permanent  good. 

Some  depredations  have  been  charged  to  the  Mescaleros  during  the 
spring  and  summer,  but  a  large  majority,  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
agent's  report,  are  engaged  in  farming,  and  may  be  regarded  as  ready 
to  give  up  their  predatory  habits. 

I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  say  with  regard  to  the  Mogoyon  and  Gila 
Apaches.  The  Commissioner  is  aware  that  an  expedition,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Bonneville,  has  been  in  the  field  against  those  In- 
dians since  May  last,  and  no  reliable  information  can  be  obtained  ini 
reference  to  them  until  the  report  of  Colonel  Bonneville  is  received.  I* 
will  then  be  able  to  form  an  opinion,  and  will  advise  the  department 
as  to  what  may  be  thought  best  for  future  action  in  reference  to  them;. 

I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  unfortunate  that  the  forces  under  Cot(mel 
Bonneville  invaded  the  country  of  the  Coyotero  Apaches.  The  attack 
upon  them  will  doubtless  cause  them  to  retaliate  upon  the  Mexican 
settlements,  and  may  have  the  effect  to  add  another  formidable  tribe 
to  the  number  of  those  now  depredating  upon  our  frontier.  Up  to  the 
time  of  this  attack  it  is  believed  the  Coyoteros  had  not  visited  our  set- 
tlements, and  were  not  among  the  tribes  who  were  committing  robbe- 
ries upon  our  people. 

I  do  not  wish  to  he  understood  as  castiiigaiiy  T^ft!w:^vouQr£i^^^*i'3^'^ 
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of  the  troops  ;  they  were  in  the  field,  and  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  distinguish  one  tribe  from  another,  which  will  always  be  the  case 
until  the  limits  of  the  country  occupied  by  each  is  properly  understood 
and  defined. 

I  am  not  well  advised  as  to  the  number  of  the  several  tribes  of 
southern  Apaches.  Major  Holmes,  in  command  at  Fort  Stanton,  and 
Agent  Steck,  both  agree  in  computing  the  Mescaleros  at  someting  over 
six  hundred,  and  the  Mimbres  will,  perhaps,  not  exceed  seven  hun- 
dred. The  Mogoyons  are  variously  estimated  at  from  nine  hundred  to 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred. 

The  Coyoteros  are  but  imperfectly  known,  and  their  number  only  a 
matter  of  speculation.  They  are,  however,  beyond  question,  more  nu- 
merous than  all  the  other  branches  of  the  Apache  nation  that  fall 
within  the  limits  of  this  super  in  tendency. 

They  inhabit  a  country  but  little  known  ;  cultivate  the  soil  to  s 
limited  extent^  but  rely  chiefiy  for  their  subsistence  upon  the  chase  and 
upon  depredating  upon  the  settlements  of  Mexico,  where  they  have 
si^read  desolation  and  ruin  over  many  of  the  frontier  States  of  the  re- 
public. 

The  agricultural  implements  sent  out  from  St.  Louis  this  spring  for 
the  Pueblo  Indians  have  all  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  agent,  S. 
M.  Yost,  esq.,  and  will  be  distributed  to  the  Indians  this  fall  and 
•coming  spring,  as  required.  I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  however,  that 
many  of  the  articles  will  be  found  entirely  useless  to  the  Indians. 

The  report  of  Agent  Yost,  herein  enclosed,  to  which  allow  me 
respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner,  will  be  found  to 
contain  important  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  Pueblos. 

The  Indians  of  these  pueblos  are  an  interesting  people,  in  every  way 
worthy  the  fostering  care  of  the  government.  The  suggestion  of  Agent 
Yost  in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  schools  for  these  Pueblos  by 
government  aid  is  deserving  the  serious  attention  of  the  department. 
These  Indians  can,  at  no  distant  day,  be  made  useful  and  intelligent 
citizens,  which  would  not  only  be  a  benefit  to  the  Pueblos  themselves, 
but  would  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  all  the  wild  tribes  within 
the  superintendency. 

It  would  also  be  an  important  benefit  to  these  Pueblos  to  allow  the 
employment  of  blacksmiths  for  their  use,  with  whom  the  young  In- 
dians could  be  taught  and  instructed  in  the  business. 

Allow  me  also  to  urge  the  importance  of  a  speedy  action  upon  the 
-several  grants  of  land  made  to  these  Indians  by  the  government  of 
Spain.  Those  grants  have  received  the  adjudication  of  the  surveyor 
general  of  this  Territory,  and  have  been  by  him  forwarded  to  Wash- 
ington for  confirmation  by  the  government.  Much  annoyunce  is  occa- 
sioned on  account  of  the  imperfect  knowledge  we  have  as  to  the 
limits  and  extent  of  these  grants.  And  what  is  perhaps  of  more  im- 
portance, the  confirmation  of  the  grants  would  quiet  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  Indians,  who  have  on  some  occasions  evinced  a  want  of 
faith  in  the  honest  intentions  of  the  govrenment  with  regard  to  their 
lands. 

The  Indians  acquired  \)'j  ttve  Gt^A^d^w  Pwichaae  are  mostly  Pueblos. 
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They  are  reported  to  number  about  five  thousand  souls,   but   will 
most  likely  exceed  that  number. 

Colonel  Walker,  the  agent  appointed  to  take  charge  of  those  Indians, 
is  now  en  route  to  the  agency,  and  will,  during  the  coming  winter, 
collect  more  reliable  information  about  them.  His  agency  is,  how- 
ever, so  remote  from  the  superin tendency,  and  the  mode  of  communi- 
cation so  difficult  and  dangerous,  that  it  must  be  some  time  before 
the  Indians  in  that  region  are  made  to  feel  the  benefits  of  the  liberal 
and  humane  policy  of  government. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  the  report  of  Agent  Steck,  which  you 
will  receive  with  this,  in  regard  to  colonizing  and  confining  to  small 
agricultural  districts  theseveral  bands  of  the  southern  Apaches,  meets 
my  entire  concurrence  and  approval,  and,  as  that  seems  to  be  the 
policy  of  the  government  in  reference  to  all  the  roving  tribes,  I  can 
with  the  more  confidence  recommend  its  adoption  with  regard  to  the 
Indians  of  this  superintendency.  The  country  watered  by  the  Gila 
river  is  mostly  mountainous  and  sterile,  yet  it  contains  small  districts 
of  good  land  suitable  for  Indian  reserves. 

Some  of  these  districts  are  now  occupied  by  the  Mogoyon  Apaches  ; 
and  as  the  Mescaleros  and  Mimbres  Apaches  are  a  part  of  the  same 
people,  speak  the  same  language,  and  in  former  years  belonged  to 
the  same  tribe  with  the  Mogoyons,  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  those  three  bands  be  located  in  the  same  district,  on  the  waters 
of  the  Gila.  The  location  of  each  tribe  or  band  should  be  separate 
and  distinct  from  the  others  ;  should  contain  within  its  limits  arable 
land  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  agriculture  ;  and  should  be  sur- 
veyed and  the  limits  distinctly  marked  by  monuments,  so  that  the 
Indians  can  understand  them. 

An  agent  should  be  required  to  reside  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
these  reserves,  where  an  agency  should  be  built,  large  and  ample, 
with  store-rooms  for  grain  and  provisions.  Near  the  agency  there 
should  be  a  strong  military  post  of  at  least  five  companies,  as  a  check 
on  the  turbulent  and  ungovernable  characters  among  the  Indians. 

The  agent  should  be  supplied  with  blacksmiths  and  carpenters  for 
the  use  of  the  agency,  and  also  with  farmers  and  the  means  to  assist 
the  Indians  in  planting. 

In  the  initiation  of  this  policy  it  will  be  necessary  to  feed  the  In- 
dians for  the  first  few  years,  and  until  they  can  be  taught  to  support 
themselves  by  labor. 

These  bands  are  now  so  widely  separated  that  it  is  found  impossible 
for  the  agent  or  the  troops  to  exert  an  influence  over  them.  By  concen- 
trating them,  as  proposed,  it  will  also  bring  the  troops  together  who 
are  now  so  much  divided  as  to  destroy,  to  a  great  extent,  their  useful- 
ness. 

The  same  disposition  should  be  made  with  the  Utahs  and  Jicarilla 
Apaches.  They  should  be  removed  from  the  settlements  to  the  waters 
of  the  Eio  San  Juan,  and  located  so  as  to  bring  them  under  one 
agency,  and  provided  for  as  proposed  above  for  the  southern  Apaches. 

It  may  be  asked,  will  the  Indians  agree  to  this  arrangement?  \ 
believe  they  will ;  but  whether  they  agree  to  \t  ox  \iot,\>cier3  ^<^x^^>^^ 
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compelled  to  submit  to  it.  They  liave  no  more  right  to  live  in  the 
way  they  have  been  living  for  the  last  few  years  than  the  thief  has 
to  pursue  his  calling,  and  to  receive  presents  to  keep  him  in  a  good 
humor  with  those  whom  he  is  robbing.  I  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  government  to  protect  her  citizens  ;  and  if  the  safety  of  the  citi- 
zen demands  that  the  Indians  should  be  settled  and  restrained  to 
■civilized  pursuits,  then  it  is  not  only  right  but  the  duty  of  the  govern- 
ment to  force  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy  as  will  best  accomplish  the 
object. 

That  it  would  be  an  incalculable  saving  to  the  government  in  tiie 
-end,  no  one  can  for  a  moment  doubt  who  is  familiar  with  the  cost  of 
the  two  or  three  last  campaigns  against  the  Indians  in  this  superin- 
tendency.  It  would  perhaps  increase  the  expenses  over  the  present 
estimate  for  a  few  years  ;  but  when  the  saving  to  life  and  property  ib 
considered,  the  additional  cost  will  be  a  matter  of  trifling  considera- 
tion. 

The  presents  intended  for  the  Mescalero  and  Mimbres  Apaches 
have  been  placed  in  charge  of  Agent  Steck,  and  it  is  my  intention  to 
visit  the  agency  in  October,  to  be  present  when  the  goods  are  distri- 
buted. 

Within  the  last  month  or  two  the  Camanches  and  Kiowsjs,  in  small 
numbers,  have  visited  the  Mexican  settlements,  and  in  some  instances 
have  treated  the  citizens  in  a  menacing  manner.  General  Garland 
ordered  out  a  small  detachment  of  men  to  turn  them  back. 

I  have  not  learned  that  any  very  serious  wrong  was  committed  bj 
them,  but  it  is  not  proper  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  come  in,  and 
I  have  requested  General  Garland  not  to  allow  them  to  do  so. 

The  report  of  Agent  Carson  has  just  come  to  hand,  which  I  herein 
enclose.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  places  the  number  of  the  Mohuadies 
at  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  which  will  perhaps  be  more  correct  than 
the  number  mentioned  in  this  report.  And  the  same  may  be  the  case 
with  other  tribes,  for  I  desired  to  place  them  below  rather  than  above 
the  correct  number. 

With  regard  to  estimates  for  the  necessary  appropriations  for  this 
superintendency  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest, 
that,  in  case  the  policy  of  colonizing  the  Indians  in  the  manner  pro- 

Ced  in  this  report  should  be  adopted,  it  will  require  at  least  one 
idred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  This  will  include  the  estimate 
for  building  agencies,  locating  the  grants,  and  removing  and  subsist- 
ing the  Indians  during  the  year.  But  should  the  present  policy  be 
continued  it  will  only  require  an  amount  over  and  above  the  estimates 
of  the  present  year  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to  the  new 
agency  in  the  Gadsden  Purchase,  and  also  a  sum  sufficient  to  f€«d 
the  Tobawaches,  who  may  now  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the 
Indians  of  this  superintendency. 

The  estimate  for  the  present  year  is  forty-seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  Add  to  that  sum  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  for  the  above  additions,  and  it  will  make  the  round  sum  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  year. 

Should  it  be  deemed  neeea^^bX^  \^  make  new  treaties  with  these 
tribes,   it  will  require  an  add\\Aow«\  %\sc«i  ^qx  "Ocv^X.  ^wt^^^.     As  yet 
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there  has  been  no  treaty  with  either  the  Tobawaches  or  Mogoyones,  and 
the  treaties  made  by  Governor  Meriwether  have  not  been  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and  should  not  be  if  the  Indians  are  to  be  colonized  as 
proposed  in  this  report. 

From  the  report  of  Agent  Carson,  you  will  observe  how  important 
it  is  that  the  Indians  should  be  removed  from  the  evil  influences  of 
the  white  settlements.  This  forms  the  chief  objection  to  the  treaties 
made  by  Governor  Meriwether ;  they  provide  for  the  location  of 
several  of  the  bands  immediately  on  the  borders  of  the  settlements, 
which  would  cause  almost  constant  collision  between  the  Mexicans 
and  Indians. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  COLLINS, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  Neto  Mexico. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City. 


No.  120. 

Utah  Agency,  Taos,  New  Mexico, 
August  29,  1857. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department? 
under  which  I  have  the  honor  to  act,  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  condition  of  this  agency  during  the  past  year : 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  Mohuache  band  of  Utah  In- 
dians, for  whom  I  am  agent,  are  at  this  present  date  in  a  more  pros- 
perous condition  than  for  years  past.  They  are  friendly  disposed 
towards  the  United  States,  and  are  well  satisfied  with  the  treatment 
they  receive  from  government. 

On  the  18th  of  this  month  their  yearly  presents  were  delivered  them 
at  Abiquin,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  they  never  departed  from  a 
place  more  contented.  They  all  were  apparently  happy  and  well  sat- 
isfied with  tlie  presents  they  received.  Heretofore  they  departed  from 
the  place  that  they  received  their  presents  in  a  state  of  discontent- 
ment; and  after  receiving  their  presents,  in  the  year  1854,  they  im- 
mediately commenced  hostilities.  They  are  now  more  favorably 
disposed  towards  the  whites  than  ever  known  heretofore.  The  citizens 
have  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  hear  of  no  robberies  being  committed, 
and  have  ardent  hopes  of  their  remaining  in  a  friendly  state. 

The  Mohuache  Utahs  are  not  Indians  that  are  addicted  to  the  use 
of  ardent  spirits.  But  I  fear,  if  they  are  permitted  to  visit  the  settle- 
ments as  they  desire,  that  in  a  few  years  they  will  become  accustomed 
to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  ;  and  as  Indians  generally  learn  the  vices 
and  not  the  virtues  of  civilized  man,  they  will  become  a  degraded 
tribe,  instead  of  being,  as  they  are  now,  the  most  noble  and  virtuous 
tribe  within  our  Territory.  Prostitution,  drunkenness,  and  the  vices 
generally,  are  unknown  among  them.  Humanity,  a^  ^^V\  ^^e^  <5k\«  ^^ 
sire  to  benefit  the  Indian  race,  demands  l\vat  iVve^  ^  ^«ttv^^^  ^aA«x 
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as  practicable  from  the  settlements.  Have  farmers,  mechanics,  &c., 
placed  among  them,  to  give  instruction  in  the  manner  of  cultivating 
the  soil  to  gain  their  subsistence,  and  learn  them  to  make  the  necessary 
implements  to  carry  on  said  labor.  They  would,  in  a  few  years,  be 
able  to  support  themselves,  and  not  be,  as  at  present,  a  burden  on  the 
general  government.  It  is  true  much  could  not  be  expected  of  the 
present  generation,  for  they  have  been  accustomed  to  gain  their  main- 
tenance by  the  chase  and  robberies  committed  on  the  neighboring 
tribes  and  the  whites.  But  if  the  rising  generation  be  taught  to 
maintain  themselves  by  honest  labor,  in  their  manhood  they  will  not 
depart  therefrom,  and  will  feel  proud  in  being  able  to  instruct  their 
children  the  manner  of  maintaining  themselves  in  an  honest  way. 
Troops,  for  a  period  of  time,  should  be  stationed  near  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  them  from  hostile  tribes,  and  also  show  unto 
them  that  the  government  has  the  power  to  cause  them  to  remain  on 
the  lands  given  them,  and  not  to  encroach  on  that  of  their  neighbors. 

The  Mohuaches  maintain  themselves  by  the  chase,  and,  as  game  is 
becoming  more  scarce,  the  government  must  furnish  them  provisions, 
more  especially  in  the  winter  season,  when,  on  account  of  the  weak- 
ness of  their  animals  and  the  depth  of  snow  in  the  mountains,  it  is 
utterly  impracticable  for  them  to  proceed  to  their  hunting  groimds. 

During  the  year,  the  Mohuaches  have  acted  as  well  as  could  be  ex- 
pected of  an  uncivilized  nation.  They  had  but  one  cause  of  complaint, 
and  that  was  in  February  last.  A  Mexican  killed  an  Indian  and 
squaw  of  their  band,  and  they,  knowing  no  other  law  but  that  of  resti- 
tution, demanded  payment  for  the  Indians  murdered.  I  could  not 
comply  with  their  demand.  They  stole  some  fifteen  head  of  horses 
and  mules  from  the  settlements  of  Rio  Colorado  and  Culibra.  They 
have  returned  them,  with  the  expectation  that  justice,  some  day,  will 
be  rendered  them,  either  by  punishment  of  the  murderer  or  payment 
for  the  murdered.  Every  means  has  been  used  to  apprehend  the  mur- 
derer, but  without  effect.  I  have  been  informed  that  he  has  left  the 
Territory,  so  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  ever  being  able  to  turn  him  over 
to  justice. 

1  can  only  give  you  a  rough  estimate  of  the  number  of  the  band. 
They  are  seldom  together,  being  dispersed  among  the  diflFerent  lands 
of  the  tribe.  I  am  of  opinion  that  of  the  Mohuache  band  of  Utahs, 
there  are  three  hundred  and  fifty  males  and  four  hundred  females. 
They  maintain  themselves  by  the  chase,  and  such  provisions  as  are 
given  them  by  government.  They  are  a  very  tractable  race,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that,  by  kind  treatment,  they  might  be  brought  to 
a  state  of  civilization  in  a  short  period. 

During  the  past  and  present  months,  some  one  hundred  and  fifty 
lodges  of  the  Tobawache  band  of  Utahs  have  visited  this  section  of  the 
country.  They  expected  to  receive  presents  on  the  18th  of  this  month, 
but,  as  they  are  not  included  within  the  superintendency,  little  could 
be  given  them.  They  are  by  far  the  largest  band  of  the  Utahs. 
Their  main  hunting  grounds  are  within  the  limits  of  this  Territory. 
They  range  from  Grand  river  west  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Del  Norte 
east.  It  is  impracticaVAe  fci  IV^tq.  \><^  ^<^  V^  \.\i^  Salt  lake  to  receive 
presents,  on  account  oi  t\ie\>at\exiw^^^  <^i  \}cifc  ^w«v\.t3  ^^^^^s^vks^aJ^st 
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would  have  to  travel,  and  the  scarcity  of  game.  They  have  never 
joined  any  of  the  bands  of  Utahs  that  have  waged  war  against  the  citi- 
zens of  this  Territory.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  an  agent  or 
sub-agent  be  appointed  to  reside  among  them.  They  are  by  far  the 
most  noble  of  the  Utah  tribes.  They  have  not,  as  yet,  been  contami- 
nated by  intercourse  with  civilized  man. 
EespectfuUy  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  CARSON, 

Indian  Agent. 
James  L.  Collins,  Esq.,^ 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  Santa  Fe^  New  Mexico. 


No.  121. 

Agency  of  the  Pueblo  Indians, 
Santa  Fe,  New  Meadco,  August  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Indian"  department,  I 
herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians 
within  my  agency,  together  with  such  suggestions  as  seems  to  me  to 
be  appropriate. 

I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  duties  of  this  office  only  about  two 
months,  and  consequently  cannot  make  as  full  and  complete  a  report 
as  is  usual  in  annual  communications  of  this  kind.  I  am  the  less 
enabled  to  impart  satisfactory  information  from  the  fact  that  my  pre- 
decessor left  no  papers  from  which  I  could  glean  data  relative  to  these 
Indians.  I  am  justified,  however,  from  reliable  information,  in  report- 
ing the  condition  of  the  Pueblo  Indians  improving.  Their  pursuit, 
in  the  main,  is  farming.     The  principal  product  is  corn  and  wheat. 

I  have  had  visits  from  the  leading  men  of  nine  or  ten  villages,  or 
pueblos,  from  whom  I  learned  that  their  crops  promised  a  fair  yield, 
and  that,  as  heretofore,  they  would  raise  an  ample  quantity  for  the 
consumption  of  their  people.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  like 
encouraging  prospect  awaits  the  other  pueblos. 

The  annuity  presents  for  the  Pueblo  Indians  are  confined  entirely  to- 
agricultural  impliments.  The  articles  designed  for  them  this  year 
arrived  too  late  in  the  season  to  be  used  in  planting  the  spring  crops. 
I  shall  therefore  retain  them  in  my  possession  until  fall,  and  some 
of  them  until  next  spring.  If  distributed  among  them  now,  when 
they  have  no  immediate  use  for  them,  the  better  part  of  their  goods 
might  pass  from  the  hands  of  the  Indians  to  those  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  when  the  time  arrived  for  their  use  they  would  be  without  them. 

In  this  connexion,  I  deem  it  pertinent  to  suggest  that  the  policy  of 
purchasing  the  annuity  goods  for  these  Indians  (and,  indeed,  the 
Indians  of  this  Territory)  by  persons  living  in  the  States  is  not  by  qjcl-^ 
means  advantageous  to  the  government  ox  tYve  \Ti3L\a\5L  ^^Wv:,^-    "^^v- 
ous  articles  have  been  forwarded  for  the  luAiaiia  \3l\A^t  td.^  ^^x^^ 
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which  can  never  be  any  use  to  them,  and  so  it  is  with  the  goods  sent 
out  for  other  tribes.  Hence,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  in  future,  it 
would  be  economy  on  the  part  of  the  government  to  authorize  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  this  service  to  purchase  the  an- 
nuity goods  for  the  Indians  under  his  jurisdiction.  His  long  and 
Intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Indian  character,  and  knowledge  of 
the  exact  kind,  quality,  and  quantity  of  goods  necessary  for  distribu- 
tion among  them  would  enable  him  to  make  such  purchases  only  as 
would  be  needed ;  and  by  the  exercise  of  his  known  discretion,  the 
expense  of  travelling  to  and  from  the  States  for  that  purpose  would  be 
more  than  saved,  and  the  annual  appropriations  more  judicious!? 
expended. 

There  are  twenty  villages,  or  pueblos,  exclusive  of  those  in  the 
Gkidsden  Purchase,  and  the  seven  Moquo  pueblos,  inhabited  by  Pueblo 
Indians.  These  twenty  contain  a  population  of  about  eight  thousand 
souls.  They  are  generally  cleanly,  industrious,  and  peaceable,  earn- 
ing their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow. 

There  are  difficulties  almost  daily  presented  for  adjustment  to  the 
agent  for  the  Pueblos,  arising  from  the  fact  that  the  limits  of  the 
pueblo  grants  are  not  defined,  and  in  many  instances  the  titles  not 
confirmed.  The  Mexican  population,  who  manifest  an  unvarying 
disposition  to  impose  upon  the  rights  of  the  Indians  and  trespass  upon 
their  lands  are  constantly  invading  their  premises.  It  is  difiicult  for 
the  agent  to  determine  when  their  complaints  are  just,  owing  to  the 
want  of  properly  defined  boundaries,  and  the  absence  of  formality  in 
the  titles.  Evidence  of  the  genuineness  of  the  titles  of  these  Indians 
to  their  pueblos,  in  instances  where  the  original  papers  of  the  grants 
from  the  Spanish  government  had  been  lost,  was  talken  by  my  prede- 
cessor, and  sent  to  Washington  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the  Terri- 
tory, with  a  view  of  having  the  titles  confirmed  by  Congress.  That 
body,  however,  failed  to  act  upon  them,  the  consequence  of  which  is 
continued  infringements  of  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  and  annoyance 
to  the  agent.  It  is  all  important  to  the  interests  of  the  Pueblo 
Indians  and  the  protection  of  their  rights  that  these  grants  be  speedily 
confirmed,  and  the  boundaries  of  their  lands  distinctly  marked. 

The  last  Congress  appropriated  $3,750  (three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars)  to  be  expended  in  making  these  surveys  ;  bat, 
on  account  of  the  failure  of  Congress  to  confirm  the  titles  to  the 

?ueblog,  even  this  meagre  and  inadequate  sum  has  not  been  expended, 
'o  complete  the  surveys  of  the  twenty  pueblos,  it  will  require  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  of  at  least  $4,000,  (four  thousand  dollars.)  I 
am  not  informed  whether  or  not  there  has  ever  been  an  estimate  made 
for  the  survey  of  the  pueblos  in  the  Gadsden  Purchase,  or  the  seven 
Moquo  pueblos. 

I  most  respectfully  and  urgently  call  the  attention  of  the  Hon. 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs  to  this  portion  of  my  report,  and  ask 
that  early  action  be  had  in  the  premises. 

The  *'laws  and  regulations  of  the  Indian  bureau,"  by  which,  as 
agent  of  the  United  States,  I  presume  it  is  designed  I  shall  be  gov- 
erned, make  no  discrimination  between  the  difierent  tribes  of  Indians. 
They  seem  to  contemplate  that  all  of  them  are  pretty  much  of  the 
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same  character,  and  require  the  same  code  of  regulations  to  govern 
them. 

The  Indians  of  this  agency  are  regarded  as  semi-civilized.  The 
territorial  laws  provide  that  the  different  pueblos,  or  villages,  of  these 
Indians  ''are  severally  hereby  created  and  constituted  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,"  **  shall  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
bring  and  defend  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  all  suits,  actions,"  &c. 

This  enactment  of  the  territorial  legislature  would  seem  to  contra- 
vene the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  hence  occasions  no  little  embarrassment  to  the  United  States  agent 
in  deciding  upon  contested  questions  between  the  Pueblo  Indians  and 
Mexican  citizens,  which  are  by  no  means  unfrequent. 

Under  the  territorial  laws,  the  Pueblo  Indians  are  permitted  to  buy 
liquors  outside  the  limits  of  the  pueblos,  in  the  face  of  the  protest  of 
the  agent.  This  privilege  is  not  only  a  great  harm  to  these  Indians 
themselves,  but  it  enables  them  to  act  as  the  medium  for  the  purchase 
of  ardent  spirits  for  the  more  savage  tribes.  Especially  has  tnis  privi- 
lege been  thus  exercised  by  some  of  the  pueblos  of  Taos,  many  of 
whose  inhabitants  not  only  indulge  to  excess  themselves,  but  are  the 
means  of  furnishing  liquors  to  the  wild  Indians  of  the  Utah  agency. 

I  have  no  authority,  under  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
to  prohibit  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  pueblo 
grants,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  other  recognized  Indian  ten-itory  in 
New  Mexico,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  courts  here.    Hence  I  am 

{>owerless  to  stay  the  corrupting  influences  resulting  from  the  use  of 
iquors  as  a  beverage  by  these  Indians  without  some  specific  regula- 
tions from  your  department,  vesting  in  me  discretion  and  authority  to 
that  effect. 

It  would  facilitate  me  much  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  were  the 
Hon.  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  instruct  me,  when  the  territo- 
rial laws  and  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department  conflict,  as  to 
my  duty.  Questions  legitimate,  ordinarily,  for  an  agent  to  decide, 
under  the  existing  relations  of  the  Pueblo  Indians,  become  matter  of 
reference  to  a  legal  tribunal.  Must  the  territorial  laws  have  prece- 
dence over  the  laws  and  regulations  of  your  department,  or  must  I 
carry  out  the  instructions  embraced  in  those  regulations  ? 

It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  suggest  that  there  should  be  some 
snecial  regulations  adopted  for  the  guidance  of  the  agent  of  the  Pue- 
blo Indians.  They  are  in  a  state  of  civilization  too  far  advanced  to 
be  recognized  as  Indians,  in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  the  term,  and 
not  sumciently  civilized  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  bona  fide 
citizens.  Their  position  is  anomalous,  and  the  sooner  it  is  properly 
defined  the  better;  until  then,  there  are  likely  to  be  embarrassing 
questions  constantly  presented  to  the  agent  for  adjustment,  when  he 
is  not  empowered,  as  he  conceives,  to  act  in  the  premises. 

The  Pueblo  Indians,  generally,  are  remarkable  for  their  habits  of 
industry,  sobriety  and  quietude  ;  of  course  there  are  exceptions.  A 
majority  of  them  are  strict  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  are 
frequently  more  exemplary  than  the  native  population.  Each  of  the 
Pueblos  has  it«  separate  government,  which  partakes  more  of  the  aris- 
tocratic form  than  the  democratic. 
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They  have  great  respect  for  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  seldom  take  any  important  step  without  consulting  their  ageat, 
even  if  it  be  beyond  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction.  I  have  met  with 
several  who  can  read  and  write  the  Spanish  language.  It  is  a  source 
of  regret  that  no  provision  has  ever  been  made  by  the  United  States 
government  to  facilitate  these  Indians  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of 
the  elementary  branches  of  an  education.  By  culture,  it  would  not 
be  long  before  the  Pueblo  Indians  of  New  Mexico  would  become  intel- 
ligent and  useful  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Neither  has  there  been  an  appropriation  to  benefit  these  Indians 
and  assist  them  in  mechanical  pursuits.  Whilst  other  tribes,  far  less 
deserving  and  competent  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a  knowledge 
of  a  trade,  have  been  cared  for  in  this  respect,  the  Pueblo  Indians 
have  been  entirely  overlooked.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  from  the 
character  of  these  Indians,  that  were  blacksmith  and  carpenter  shops 
established  among  the  pueblos,  or  villages,  of  the  tribe,  they  would 
eagerly  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  learn  their  boys  these 
trades,  the  result  of  which  would  be  most  useful  and  beneficial  to  the 
entire  Pueblo  Indians  of  the  Territory. 

I  hope  the  honorable  Commissioner  will  give  this  suggestion  some 
consideration  ;  for  I  am  satisfied  no  wiser  policy  could  be  adopted  for 
their  advancement  in  civilization,  and  improvement  in  morals  and  in- 
tellect, than  by  disseminating  among  these  Indians  a  knowledge  of 
the  mechanical  art. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

S.  M.  YOST, 
United  States  Agent /or  Pueblos. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  122. 

[Translation,] 

Utah  Indian  Agency, 
Abiquin,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  Owiug  to  the  late  date  of  my  appointment  to  this  agency,  it 
has  been  impossible  for  me  to  collect  the  necessary  information  in 
order  to  make  my  annual  report  an  interesting  one ;  a  few  remarks 
on  the  condition  of  the  Indians  assigned  to  this  agency,  and  some  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  best  policy,  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  ought  to 
be  pursued  by  the  government  in  the  management  of  these  tribes,  will 
constitute  my  report. 

The  tribes  of,  the  Utahs,  Capotes,  and  the  Apache  Jicarillas  have 
been  assigned  to  my  care  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  aflFairs. 
The  first  named  tribe,  numbering  about  one  thousand  four  hundred 
souls,  and  among  them  about  four  hundred  warriors,  has  no  permanent 
abode,  wandering  from  one  place  to  another,  mostly  between   the 
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northern  settlements  of  this  Territory  and  the  San  Juan  river,  about 
two  hundred  miles  west  of  Abiquin.  They  are  extremely  poor,  do 
not  cultivate  the  soil,  and  appearingly  subsist  from  the  chase  alone.^Jj 
Since  these  Indians  have  been  under  my  charge  no  depredations 
have  been  committed  by  them  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and 
no  exceptions  can  be  taken  to  their  conduct  during  this  period.  They, 
however,  very  frequently  apply  to  this  agency  for  a  support,  which 
has  been  rendered  so  far  as  the  means  allowed  which  have  been  pro- 
vided for  distribution  among  them. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that,  in  the  month  of  July  last,  the  Nava- 
joes  had  driven  off  and  stolen  the  stock  of  these  Indians,  amounting 
to  about  two  hundred  horses.  Efforts  will  be  made  by  the  proper 
officer  to  recover  these  animals,  if  possible. 

The  Jicarilla  Apaches,  roving  over  the  country  adjacent  to  the 
northeastern  settlements  of  New  Mexico,  and  numbering  about  one 
thousand  souls,  and  among  them  about  three  hundred  warriors,  con- 
stitute, probably,  the  poorest  tribe  of  Indians  in  the  far  west.  They 
do  not  claim  any  particular  country  to  be  their  own,  and  the  regions 
they  inhabit  are  anything  but  abundant  with  game.  A  few  of  them, 
compelled  by  poverty,  have  lately  commenced  to  cultivate  the  soil, 
choosing  small  patches  of  private  land  belonging  to  farmers  in  the 
frontier  settlements.  Although  the  produce  of  their  fields  is  but  little, 
and  very  far  from  being  sufficient  to  support  them,  yet  it  is  important 
that  these  Indians  should  be  encouraged  in  their  agricultural  pursuits. 
They  should,  however,  and  at  all  events,  be  first  removed  away  from 
the  settlements.  The  farming  done  by  these  Apache,  up  to  the 
present  day  shows  that,  by  a  proper  management,  they  can  easily  be 
induced  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  soil ;  and  inja  few  years  they  would 
probably  occupy  a  similar  position  as  the  Pueblo  Indians  in  New 
Mexico.  At  present  the  greater  part  of  this  tribe,  be  it  on  account  of 
scarcity  of  game  or  because  they  abandoned  the  chase,  have  become 
vagrants  ;  and  as  such,  are  the  most  impudent  beggars,  to  the  great 
annoyaDce  of  our  frontier  people.  Whatever  they  can  extort  from  our 
farmers,  and  the  assistance  they  receive  at  this  agency,  form  chiefly 
their  means  of  subsistence  ;  and  justice  to  our  people,  as  well  as  good 
policy,  demand  a  change  in  this  respect. 

At  the  middle  of  last  month  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
distributed  among  those  two  tribes  of  Indians  blankets,  shirts,  to- 
bacco, knives,  hatchets,  kettles,  and  domestics,  which  they  received 
with  great  satisfaction,  and  for  which  they  expressed  their  gratitude, 
promising  good  and  friendly  behavior  toward  the  whites. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
either  did  not  understand  his  duties  or  failed  to  discharge  them  ad- 
vantageously to  the  government,  as  well  as  to  the  Indians. 

The  policy  to  locate  the  Indians  in  permanent  reservations  is  a  good 
policy,  and  the  only  one  which,  if  properly  executed,  must  ultimately 
result  to  the  benefit  of  both  the  government  and  the  Indian  tribes. 
The  treaties  negotiated  by  Governor  and  Superintendent  Meriwether 
were  in  direct  violation  of  the  rights  of  individuals,  because  the  selec- 
tions of  the  reservations  were  not  only  upon  private  grants,  but  also 
so  proximate  to  the  settlements  that  a  palpable  injustice  would  haji^ 
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been  committed  had  they  been  ratified.  Had  the  selection  of  those 
reservations  been  made  properly  and  judiciously,  with  a  view  of  doing 
justice  to  the  Indians  as  well  as  to  the  citizens  of  this  Territory,  these 
treaties  might  have  been  ratified,  their  beneficial  inflnences  would  al- 
ready be  felt  by  our  citizens,  and  humanity  would  now  be  a  step 
nearer  towards  the  civilization  of  those  children  of  the  forests. 

A  glance  at  the  history  of  New  Mexico  and  its  surrounding  Indian 
tribes  of  the  last  four  years  must  convince  every  rational  mind  that 
the  permanent  location  of  those  tribes  is  the  only  policy  to  be  pursued 
in  order  to  givo  protection  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  improve 
the  condition  of  the  Indians,  and  to  save  for  the  government  an  enor- 
mous amount  expended  annually  in  keeping  these  Indians  in  subjuga- 
tion. The  expeditions  made  by  the  commanding  oflScers  of  this 
department  against  our  neighboring  savages  during  the  last  four 
years  must,  I  venture  to  say,  have  cost  the  government  at  least  one 
million  of  dollars,  and  what  has  been  the  gain?  The  Indians  are  at 
peace,  no  one  doubts  that;  but  how  long  will  they  remain  so?  In- 
dians have  no  national  faith,  at  least  the  Apaches  and  TJtahs  hare 
not,  and  the  propriety  may  be  questioned  to  acknowledge  in  them  the 
power  to  make  treaties.  The  acknowledgment  of  such  a  power  in 
them  necessarily  implies  a  sovereignty  which  these  Indians  do  not 
possess,  and  which,  if  they  did  possess  it,  they  would  sell  to  the  first 
purchaser  offering  himself  for  a  piece  of  tobacco,  a  pipe,  a  piece  of 
meat,  or  an  old  shirt.  A  treaty  is  not  kept  sacred  by  them,  nor  ever 
will.  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  our  Indian  neighbors,  it  appears 
that  the  government  is  tardy  in  making  them  the  usual  presents,  or 
whenever  they  have  some  object  in  view  which  they  cannot  obtain 
peaceably,  they  will,  disregarding  their  treaties^  make  war  uj)on  us 
by  stealing  our  property,  murdering  and  violating  our  families, 
knowing  that  the  consequence  will  be  a  **  treaty,"  where  they  are  to 
receive  what  they  desire.     The  government,  after  an   unsuccessfal 

fmrsuit  in  a  country  almost  inaccessible  to  our  troops,  will  readily 
isten  to  their  applications  for  peace.  The  Indians  receive  the  gratifi- 
cations, and  sign  the  '* treaty"  with  the  felonious  intent  to  break  it 
as  soon  as  convenient.  Let  historical  facts  testify  to  the  truth  of  my 
argument. 

If,  however,  the  vast  amount  of  money  expended  in  procuring,  or 
rather  purchasing,  'treaties"  had  been  expended  in  locating  the  In- 
dians in  suitable  reservations,  compelling  them  to  subsist  chiefly  from 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  they  might  be  prevented  from  being  a 
burden  to  our  government  and  our  citizens,  and  eventually  become  an 
industrious  people.  The  reservations  once  established,  and  the  In- 
dians placed  therein,  under  the  charge  of  agents  and  the  United  States 
troops,  small  annual  appropriations  would  suffice  to  continue  the  im- 

frovement  of  these  savages.  The  expensive  expeditions  against  the 
ndians,  generally  ineffective,  and  leading  only  to  the  making  of 
'^ treaties"  never  intended  to  be  kept,  would  cease ;  New  Mexico  would 
enjoy  protection  and  security  in  lives  and  property,  her  agricultural, 
pastoral,  and  mineral  wealth  could  be  developed,  and  our  govern- 
ment, whilst  it  performs  a  sacred  duty  towards  this  heretofore  so  much 
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neglected  Territory,  would  annually  save  a  vast  amount  of  money, 
which  under  the  present  system  is  expended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

DIEGO  ARCHULETA, 

U.  S.  Indian  Agent. 
Hon.  Commissioner  op  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C, 


No.  123. 

Sante  Fe,  New  Mexico,  August  7,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  Apache  agency  : 

During  the  last  year  a  very  decided  improvement  has  taken  place 
with  the  Mescolero  Apaches.  During  the  month  of  December,  1855, 
and  previous  to  that  time,  depredations  were  of  so  frequent  occurrence 
that  it  was  deemed  proper  policy  to  refuse  them  any  assistance  unless 
they  ceased  their  depredations  and  returned  certain  animals  stolen  hj 
the  band.  Upon  receiving  this  order,  they  immediately  left  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  settlements  and  removed  to  the  White  mountains,  where 
they  remained  several  months  without  vieiting  the  agency  or  any 
military  post;  they  finally,  however,  commenced  visiting  Fort  Staun- 
ton and  begging  for  provisions.  They  were  advised  to  visit  the  agency 
by  the  commanding  officer,  when  they  were  again  told  that  they  must 
return  all  the  animals  in  their  possession  that  had  been  stolen  after 
the  treaty  of  10th  June,  1855 ;  that,  if  they  did  so,  provision  would  be 
made  for  feeding  them  as  before.  The  effect  of  this  course  with  them 
was,  that,  in  two  months  from  that  time,  they  delivered  to  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Staunton,  and  to  the  agent,  about  forty 
horses,  which  have  since  all  been  claimed  by  the  owners. 

During  the  month  of  October,  1856,  instructions  were  received  by 
the  agent  to  renew  our  intercourse,  and  accordingly,  on  the  17th  No- 
vember, 1856,  I  met  the  whole  band  at  Fort  Staunton,  made  them 
presents  of  blankets,  shirts,  knives,  tobacco,  and  provisions,  and  made 
the  further  arrangement  with  them  that  they  receive  at  each  full  moon 
after  that  date  five  beeves  and  thirty  fanegas  of  corn,  upon  condition 
of  their  good  behavior.  With  this  arrangement  they  were  well 
pleased,  and,  from  that  time  to  the  present,  not  a  single  robbery  in 
the  Territory  has  been  traced  to  the  White  mountain  band  of 
Mescoleros. 

They  expressed  a  willingness  to  plant  during  the  winter ;  at  the 
proper  time,  therefore,  a  farm  was  opened  for  them,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  agent,  upon  a  stream  called  Nuesira  Senor  De  Lu  LuZj 
about  seventy  miles  southwest  of  Fort  Staunton.  Thirty-five  heads  of 
families  are  engaged  in  planting ;  each  one  has  a  field  which  he  re- 
gards as  his  own.     The  size  of  their  fields  is  from  half  an  acre  to  four 
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acres,  and  the  whole  amount  planted  about  seventy  acres.  The  corn 
and  other  vegetables  look  very  promising,  and  nothing  but  an  accident 
can  prevent  their  raising  a  fine  crop. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  White  mountain  band  of  Mescole- 
ros  are  at  this  time  in  better  condition  than  any  wild  band  ever  has 
been  in  the  Territory.  They  seem  to  hav^  confidence  in  our  kind  in- 
tentions, and  are  acting,  we  believe,  in  good  faith  towards  our  goY- 
ernment.  During  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  I  travelled 
.  through  their  country  without  fear  of  being  molested,  and  the  men 
employed  to  assist  them  in  planting,  though  only  six  in  number,  wm 
treated  kindly  by  them,  though  seventy-five  miles  from  the  nearest 
settlement. 

Au  effort  was  made  by  the  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
Hon.  D. 'Meriwether,  to  injure  me  at^he  Indian  office  at  Washington 
by  misrepresenting  the  true  condition  of  the  Mescoleros.  When  his 
',  honor  wrote  to  the  department,  October  28,  1856,  stating  that  diffi- 
culties existed  with  the  Mescoleros,  and  their  agent  alone  was  respon- 
sible for  their  condition,  he  knew  that,  for  some  time  previous  to 
that  date,  no  theft  or  outrage  of  any  kind  had  been  charged  to  this 
band  of  Apaches  ;  and  further,  that  they  had  turned  over  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  Fort  Staunton,  and  to  the  agent,  all  the  property 
known  to  be  in  their  possession  that  was  stolen  after  the  treaty  of 
June  10,  1855.  To  show  their  condition  and  feelings  previous  to  the 
date  of  the  superintendent's  letter,  I  make  the  following  extracts  from 
letters  from  commanding  officers  at  Fort  Staunton.  Major  J.  Tan 
Horn,  in  ^  letter  of  July  1,  1856,  writes  to  the  agent  as  follows: 
*'The  bearer,  Baranquito,  a  Mescolero  chief,  with  his  people,  hare 
^for  nearly  a  year  been  living  near  this  post,  and  have  behaved  very 
well.  They  made  frequent  friendly  visits  to  this  post,  and  seem  very 
desirous  of  acting  well  towards  the  settlers,  and  have  expressed  a 
willingness  to  cultivate  crops.  General  Gadsden,  when  here  in  May, 
urged  this  upon  them,  and  advised  them  to  call  upon  you  for  agricul- 
tural implements,  seed,  &c.  These  people  are  miserably  poor  and 
very  badly  clad.  I  have  supplied  them  with  rations  as  far  as  I  could 
properly  do  so.  They  devour  a  dead  mule  with  avidity,  and  eagerly 
eat  up  the  leavings  of  dogs.  They  say  there  is  not  sufficient  game  in 
the  country  to  keep  them  from  starvation."  - 

In  a  letter  of  August  27,  1856,  the  commanding  officer  again 
writes:  ^' Cadetto,  the  son  and  successor  of  the  deceased  Baranquito, 
as  chief,  has  to-day  brought  in  here  ten  horses,  and  is  bringing  in  two 
more,  all  of  which  he  says  he  and  his  band  have  taken  from  thieving 
Indians  near  the  Cariso,  twenty  miles  northwest  of  this  post.  They 
tried  to  take  the  Indians  also,  but  t»hey  escaped.  These  people  have 
all  along  shown  the  most  friendly  disposition,  and  are  doing  all  they 
can  to  prevent  other  Mescoleros  from  depredating.'* 

Major  Thomas  H.  Holmes,  commanding  post,  in  a  letter  to  the 
head  of  the  military -department  for  this  Territory,  of  February  15, 
1857,  says  :  '*  Many  apparently  well  authenticated  reports  of  depre- 
dations on  the  Rio  Grande  hav^  reached  here,  and,  alter  the  closest 
inquiry  and  strictest  investigations,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Indians 
in  this  neighborhood  are  in  no  way  connected  with  thefn.     This  absti- 
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nence  on  their  part  is  entirely  to  be  ascribed  to  the  beneficial  influence 
•  exercised  by  means  of  the  small  amount  the  acting  assistant  commis- 
sary of  subsistence  at  this  post  was  authorized  by  Pr.  Steck  to  issue 
to  them.  The  supply  authorized  by  the  agent  will  very  soon  be 
exhausted,  and  I  have  to  assure  you  that  our  only  hope  of  a  continu- 
ance of  our  present  freedom  from  depredations  depends  on  a  continu- 
ance of  the  issues  of  provisions.  I  therefore  urgently  request  that 
the  colonel  commanding  the  department  will  use  such  influence  with 
the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  as  will  induce  him  to  make  some 
permanent  Arrangement  for  feeding  them." 

Some  of  the  charges  made  against  me  by  the  late  superintendent 
of.  Indian  affairs  I  have  shown  to  be  unfounded  and  base  m  a  letter  to 
the  Hon.  ..Commissioner  of  January,  1857  ;  and  as  to  my  being  alone 
responsible  for  this  course,  I  w^uld  state  that  I  am  willing  all  the 
responsibility  shall  rest  upon  my  shoulders,  as  I  am  satisfied  it  was 
the  true  policy  at  the  time,  and  its  results  upon  the  band  have  provem 
it  to  be  so.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  firm  policy  with  all  wild  Indians  is 
ihe  best ;  let  them  know  that  we  are  their  masters,  and  that  they 
cannot  murder  our  citizens,  steal  and  carry  off  our  property,  and  at 
the  same  time  receive  our  presents.  Presents,  under  tlie?e  circum- 
stances, have  a  pernicious  rather  than  a  salutary  effect  upon  them. 
,  They  misconstrue  our  kindness  into  fear,  and  readily  suppose,  when 
they  receive  their  presents,  that  we  are  buying  their  friendship. 

The  Mimbres  band  of  Apaches,  since  the  month  of  April,  have  not 
visfled  the  agency,  although,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  renegades  of 
the  band  who  have  joined  their  thieving  neighbors,  the  Mogollons, 
I  believe  they  desire  to  remain  at  peace.  Delgadito,  Kenion,  and. 
Laceres,  the  three  principal  men  of  the  band,  have  kept  this  people^ 
together,  and  removed  south  of  their  thieving  neighbors.  They  have 
not  only  kept  aloof  from  them,  but  have,  at  various  times  within  the 
last  six  months,  reported  to  me  who  the  thieves  were,  and  where  they 
were  encamped  with  stolen  property,  and  offered  to  go  as  guides  for 
the  military  to  attack  them. 

They  were  anxious  to  plant  on  the  Mimbres  last  spring,  but  the  farm 
being  so  close  to  the  active  operations  of  the  troops  sent  against  the 
MogoUon  and  Coyoteros,  that  I  deemed  it  unsafe  for  myself,  and  for 
the  friendly  band,  to  remain  there  without  protection.  I  therefore  ap- 
plied to  Colonel  Bonneville,  then  in  command  of  the  department,  ror 
a  guard  of  twenty-five  men,  to  remain  with  us  while  planting.  This 
protection  was  refused,  and  we  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  idea  of 
planting.  On  the  first  of  May,  the  troops  marched  against  the  Mo- 
goUon Indians,  and  as  they  had  to  pass  through  the  Mimbres  country, 
and  these  Indians  fearing  that  they  would  be  unable  to  distinguish  be- 
tween friendly  and  unfriendly  parties,  removed  south,  where  they  will 
remain  until  the  return  of  the  troops,  when  they  will  again  visit  the 
agency,  as  usual. 

Of  the  Coyotero  and  MogoUon  Apaches,  no  additional  information 
has  been  obtained  since  my  last  annual  report,  as  no  intercourse  of  a 
pacific  character  has  taken  place  witL  those  bands.  The  MogoUon 
band  have  been  depredating  largely  upon  the  property  of  Socorro  and 
Valencia  counties,  in  this  Territory,  during  the  last  year,  and  the  ma- 
37 
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rauding  party  who  killed  the  late  agent,  H.  L.  Dodge,  was  of  both 
these  bands.  The  actual  murderers  were  a  small  party  of  MogoUon 
Indians  detached  from  the  main  body,  under  command  of  one  of  their 
principal  captains,  whose  Spanish  name  is  El  Cantero,  the  captive. 
The  troops  sent  against  those  Indians  in  May  la^t  have  chastised  them 
severely,  a  punishment  they  richly  deserved. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  urged  the  necessity  of  liberally  supply- 
ing the  Indians  of  my  agency  with  food.  Another  year's  experience 
and  close  observation  has  still  more  forcibly  impressed  me  with  the 
conviction  that  this  is  the  only  means  of  eflTectually  controlling  the 
Apache  tribe.  They  do  not  cultivate  the  soil,  and  nature  not  supply- 
ing them  with  a  subsistence  in  the  country  they  occupy,  they  are 
compelled  to  steal  for  a  part  of  their  subsistence,  or  starve  ;  and  place 
their  enlightened  masters  in  the  same  position,  impelled  by  the  same 
necessity,  and  I  doubt  not  whether  they  would  have  any  more  respect 
for  the  rights  of  property  in  the  hands  of  a  richer  and  better  M 
neighbor  than  the  half-naked  and  half-starved  Apache. 

All  the  bands  that  are  not  fed  by  the  Indian  department  I  am  of 
opinion,  get  half  of  their  subsistence  by  stealing  it,  either  from  thi^ 
Territory  or  from  the  republic  of  Mexico.  Large  fiettlemeni^^a?e 
been  depopulated  by  them.  The  towns  of  Tusonand  San  H^mefTonce 
rich  and  prosperous  places,  have  been  reduced  to  almost  abject  poverty; 
and  other  places,  once  flourishing  haciendas,  within  the  Gadsen  Pur- 
chase, have  been  entirely  destroyed  by  their  ravages.  Thus  they  hare 
lived  for  the  last  century  ;  and  to  ask  them  now  to  abandon  their  plun- 
dering expeditions  and  live  like  honest  men,  is  to  ask  them  an  impos- 
sibility, unless  you  give  them  a  supply  of  provisions  to  take  the  place 
of  what  they  now  steal.  The  language  of  a  former  Secretarv  of  War 
when  urging  the  policy  of  feeding  the  Indians  of  Texas,  is  peculiarly 
applicable  to  the  Apaches  of  New  Mexico.  '*  Brave  men  with  arms 
in  their  hands  will  not  starve,  and  see  their  children  starve  around 
them,  while  the  means  of  subsistence  is  within  their  reach/' 

To  locate  the  Apaches  and  teach  them  the  cultivation  of  the  soil 
and  other  arts  of  peace  is  the  only  policy  that  can  be  adopted  with  a 
reasonable  hope  of  advancing  them  in  civilization,  and  giving  protec- 
tion to  property  in  this  Territory.  This  course  will  require  time  and 
liberal  appropriations  to  supply  them  with  food.  If  they  are  located, 
they  must  abandon  their  marauding  expeditions,  thereby  one  half  ot 
their  subsistence  is  cut  off.  Your  honor  will  therefore  readily  see  the 
absolute  necessity  of  giving  them  a  supply  to  take  its  place.  Treaties 
were  held  by  his  excellency  Governor  Meriwether,  in  June,  1855, 
with  two  bands  of  the  Apaches,  viz:  the  White  mountain  Mescoleros 
and  those  of  the  Mimbres.  These  treaties  have  not  been  ratified  by 
the  Senate,  and,  in  my  judgment,  never  should  be.  The  Mescoleii 
reserve  is  in  the  centre  of  the  most  valuable  portion  of  New  Mexico, 
and  soon  will  be  surrounded  by  settlements,  and  the  evil  influence  of 
intercourse  with  the  New  Mexicans  cannot  be  prevented.  The  Mim- 
bres reserve  has  the  same  objection  ;  it  also  includes  within  its  limite 
a  private  grant,  which  is  now  about  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  the 
owners.  The  means  provided  in  those  treaties  for  the  location  ami 
^'vilization  of  those  bands  is  entirely  insufficient  for  that  purpose. 
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I  would  therefore  respectfully  urge  the  holding  of  new  treaties 
with  those  bands,  changing  their  present  location  to  a  suitable  reserve 
west  of  the  109th  degree  of  longitude,  upon  the  waters  of  the  Gila. 
Admirable  selections  could  be  made  upon  that  river  for  a  permanent 
home  for  all  the  bands  of  Apaches,  except  those  living  still  further 
west ;  here  you  have  them  far  removed  from  the  pernicious  influence 
of  surrounding  settlements,  and  interfere  with  no  vested  rights.  The 
Mimbres  band,  and  those  of  Mangus  Colorado  and  the  MogoUon 
Apaches,  are  the  same  people  in  habits  and  language,  and  all  formerly 
were  commanded  by  Mangus  Colorado.  They  should  therefore  be  in- 
cluded in  the  same  treaty,  under  the  general  term  of  Gila  Apaches ; 
then  they  could  be  held  equally  responsible  in  case  depredations 
should  be  committed.  The  facility  with  which  they  can  now  steal  and 
shift  the  responsibility  upon  others  makes  it  diflScult  to  ascertain  who 
the  perpetrators  are,  and  this  difficulty  will  always  exist  if  each  little 
band  is  treated  with  separately.  Concentrated  upon  the  valley  of  the 
Gila,  with  a  military  post  of  at  least  four  companies  to  watch  over  them, 
and  to  hold  in  check  the  bands  living  still  further  west,  they  can  be 
easily  managed.  To  locate,  assist,  and  instruct  them  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  I  regard  as  the  only  policy  by  which  the  Indian  can 
be  benefitted,  and  security  given  to  life  and  property  in  the  Territory. 
Thus  concentrated,  with  an  efficient  agent  to  advise,  instruct,  and 
supply  them  with  their  immediate  wants,  they  can  be  induced  to 
abandon  their  predatory  habits  for  the  more  peaceful  pursuits  of  civ- 
ilized life. 

The  success  that  has  attended  the  farming  operations  with  those 
bands  for  the  last  two  years  has  removed  every  doubt  as  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  this  policy.  The  sooner,  therefore,  an  efficient  course  is 
adopted  towards  all  the  Indians  of  this  agency  the  better  for  the  In- 
dians, for  the  Territory,  and  for  the  general  government,  as  every 
.year  that  it  is  delayed  the  amount  that  will  be  presented  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Indian  spoliations  alone  will,  in  all  probability,  be  ten  times 
the  amount  that  would  be  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 

J)olicy  I  have  suggested.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  are  not  provided 
or  as  I  propose,  they  must  continue  to  feed  themselves  upon  the 
white  man's  property,  the  inevitable  consequence  of  which  will  be  a 
continued  state  of  hostility,  requiring  on  the  part  of  the  military  de- 
partment the  organization  of  large  campaigns  to  fight  them,  at  the 
sacrifice  of  life  and  an  immense  expense  to  the  government.  Two 
campaigns  have  been  made  within  the  last  three  years — one  against 
the  Utahs  and  Jicarillas,  and  another  against  the  Apaches  of  the 
Gila,  at  an  expense,  direct  and  indirect^  to  the  government  of  at  least 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  I  will  be 
sustained  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  number  and  resources  of 
those  Indians  in  the  assertion  that  if  one-twentieth  part  of  that  sum 
had  been  judiciously  expended  annually  for  provisions  for  those 
Indians,  the  campaigns  might  have  been  prevented. 

There  is  no  comparison,  therefore,  between  the  cost  of  a  pacific 
policy  and  that  of  whipping  them  into  subjection ;  besides,  no  per- 
manent good  is  obtained  by  fighting  them,  as  the  survivors  after  every 
campaign  will  be  less  able  to  maintain  themselves  than  befo\^  \^. 
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The  department  will  therefore  be  compelled,  in  the  end,  to  chooee  be- 
tween the  policy  of  feeding  and  providing  for  their  wants,  and  that 
of  their  total  extermination. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  STECK, 
Indian  Agent. 
J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Waskingion,  Z>.  C 


No.  124. 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico,  September  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herein  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Bonneville,  giving  an  interesting  sketch  of  the  region  of 
country  watered  by  the  Gila  river,  and  also  one  from  Agent  Steck, 
advising  me  of  an  interview  had  with  a  deputation  from  the  Coyotero 
Apache  Indians. 

I  wish  respectfully  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Commis- 
sioner  to  the  letter  of  Agent  Steck,  for  the  reason  that  I  stated  in  my 
annual  report  that  the  Coyoteros  had  not  been  charged  with  commit- 
ting depredations  upon  the  settlements  of  New  Mexico  ;  but  from  the 
confessions  made  to  Agent  Steck,  it  seems  that  some  of  their  people 
have  engaged  in  such  depredations.  But  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  but  few  of  them  have  been  so  engaged.  The  confessions  made 
by  those  in  the  council,  however,  is  enough  to  justify  the  attack  made 
upon  the  nation  by  the  troops. 

From  the  information  contained  in  Colonel  Bonneville's  letter,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  country  on  the  Gila  is  peculiarly  suited  for  the 

fermanent  location  of  the  several  tribes  of  the  Apaches — a  fact  which 
am  desirous  should  be  understood  by  the  Hon.  Commissioner. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  COLLINS, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  A  fairs  ^  New  Mexico. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  City, 


No.  125. 


Apachb  Agency,  New  Mexico, 

September  4,  1867. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant  three  Coyo- 
tero Apacha  Indians  visited  this  agency. 
The  object  of  their  \\ft\l  vja^  lo  «>.%k  for  yeace,  and,  with  a  view  of 
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bringing  about  this  desirable  object,  an  interview  was  held  this  morn- 
ing at  the  agency. 

'^Chino  Pena,"  the  spokesman  of  the  party,  contended  that  they 
were  unjustly  attacked  by  the  troops  in  the  late  campaign  ;  that  they 
always  regarded  the  Americans  as  their  friends,  and  still  desired  to 
remain  at  peace  with  them. 

The  reasons  why  the  troops  were  sent  against  them  were  explained 
and  impressed  upon  them.  They  were  told  that  they  were  implicate 
in  the  murder  of  Aeent  H.  L.  Dodge  and  others,  on  the  Tuson  road; 
and,  also,  that  they  had  been  stealing  stock  from  Valencia  county,  &c. 
The  evidence  we  had  before,  together  with  the  admissions  of  *^  Chino 
Pena,"  does  not  leave  a  doubt  as  to  their  culpability. 

He  admits  that  some  of  their  bad  men  may  have  been  engaged  in 
stealings  and  that  the  murderer  of  Agent  Dodge  was  in  his  camp 
when  attacked  by  Colonel  Bonneville,  and  that  he  was  one  of  the 
killed.  This  fact  alone  justifies  the  attack  upon  them ;  but  he  admits, 
further,  that  some  of  his  people  had  accompanied  the  Mogoyon  In- 
dians in  an  expedition  last  November,  and  were  among  those  who 
killed  some  Pueblos  and  Mexicans  at  Cubero,  and  stole  a  large  herd  of 
sheep  from  the  Puerco.  This  agrees  with  the  information  1  received 
at  the  time  from  the  Mimbres  Indians,  and  was  reported  in  a  letter 
dated  December,  1856,  to  the  superintendency. 

**  Chino  Pena"  states  that  a  grand  council  of  the  whole  tribe  of 
Coyoteros  was  held  immediately  after  the  fight  upon  the  Gila,  and 
that^  after  three  days  and  three  nights  onsultation,  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  that  they  would  ask  for  peace. 

He  states  that  it  never  was  the  design  of  their  principal  men  to 
have  a  diflSculty  with  the  Americans  ;  but  now,  as  they  are  into  it, 
that  he  has  been  sent,  to  use  his  own  expression,  to  (empareaar  d 
sudo)  ask  for  peace.  All  the  captains  from  the  Penal  mountains 
east  to  the  Mogollon  were  present  at  their  council,  and  have  authorised 
him,  as  their  representative,  to  offer  all  their  mountains,  waters, 
wood,  and  grass,  in  exchange  for  peace.  They  also  agree  to  give  us 
possession  of  the  celebrated  Gold  mountain  of  the  Coyoteros. 

They  brought  me  at  least  a  pound  of  what  they  supposed  to  be  the 
precious  metal,  biit  which,  upon  examination,  was  found  to  be  utterly 
worthless. 

I  mention  this  as  an  evidence  of  their  sincerity.  Believing  them  to 
be  sincere  in  their  wish  to  remain  at  peace,  I  have  directed  '*  Chino 
Pena"  and  one  of  his  party  to  return  to  their  people.  I  assured  him 
that  no  further  steps  would  be  taken  at  present  to  chastise  them,  and 
that  they  had  peace  in  their  own  hands.  To  tell  the  captains  that 
we  wanted  none  of  their  wood,  water,  mountains,  or  their  gold,  but 
that  we  desired  peace ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  them  that  the 
general  commanding  had  informed  me  that,  if  depredations  continued, 
a  stronger  force  would  be  sent  into  their  countrv  than  that  which  had 
just  returned. 

They  were  further  assured  that  their  prisoners  would  be  kindly 
treated,  and  one  of  their  number  has  remained  here  and  has  permis- 
sion to  visit  them  at  Fort  Fillmore. 

Colonel  Bonneville  and  Major  Simonson  were  present  at  the  inter- 
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view  this  morning,  and  fally  ooncar  in  the  belief  that  those  Indians 
are  sincere  in  their  desire  to  be  at  peace. 

"Chino  Pefia"  has  promised  to  retnrn  in  abont  twenty  days  with 
some  of  the  captains  of  his  tribe,  to  have  a  further  talk.  At  that 
time  they  will  expect  something  more  definite  with  regard  to  the  re- 
turn of  their  prisoners  and  our  promise  of  peace. 

I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  full  instructions  from  the  superin- 
tendent before  that  time ;  and  if  it  is  the  design  to  return  their  pris- 
oners, the  superintendent  will  please  see  General  Gkrland,  command- 
ing department,  and  get  an  order  giving  the  Indian  department 
control  of  them.  The  prisoners  have  suffered  much  from  disease,  and 
are  still  suffering,  and  will  as  long  as  they  are  confined.  Six  of  their 
number  have  already  died.  It  would  therefore  be  an  act  of  humanity 
to  release  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Mimbres  Indians  and  many  of  the  Mogollon  band  are  still  in 
the  republic  of  Mexico.  I  intend  sending  for  the  captains,  so  as  t(> 
have  a  talk  with  them  soon. 

I  will  anxiously  await  your  instructions  to  direct  my  future  coarse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  STECK, 


General  James  L.  Collins, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  New  Mexico, 


Indian  Agent, 


No.  126. 

Santa  Fe,  New  Meixco,  September  22,  1857. 

Dear  Colonel  :  Returning  a  few  days  since  from  the  dep6t  on  the 
Gila,  I  met  your  friend  and  agent.  Doctor  Steck.  He  made  much 
inquiry  respecting  the  Gila  country ;  whether  your  views  in  regard  to 
locating  the  Apache  Indians  in  pueblos  should  be  effected  on  the 
waters  of  the  Gila.  He  appeared  desirous  that  I  should  converse  with 
you  on  the  subject ;  he  believed  any  information  in  relation  to  this 
hitherto  unknown  region  would  be  deeply  interesting,  and  perhaps 
some  day  might  be  useful  in  assisting  the  operations  of  your  superin- 
tendency  with  these  people. 

We  were  operating  in  what  has  been  known  as  the  Gila  country 
for  more  than  four  months ;  had  detachments  of  troops  scattered  in 
every  direction,  bringing  on  their  return  sketches  of  the  country  and 
information  from  every  quarter. 

I  established  my  depot  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Gila  river,  a  beau- 
tiful spot  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  Mogollon  mountains.  This 
valley  is  about  twenty- five  miles  by  forty,  basined  by  the  Mogollon 
to  the  north,  San  Vicente  to  the  east,  the  Burro  and  Almoque  to  the 
south,  and  to  the  west  by  the  Patos  and  San  Francisco. 

These  mountains  enclose  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  healthy  spots 
on  earth — beautiful  to  perfection.     So  much  was  it  the  admiration  of 
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all  who  saw  it,  that  our  employes,  every  one,  would  have  remained 
to  have  made  it  their  homes,  had  it  been  safe  to  have  done  so. 

Lieutenant  Whipple  was  sent  into  the  Mogollon  mountains. 
He  remained  in  them  near  twenty  days,  visited  the  headwaters  of 
the  Gila,  and  described  it  as  a  most  elevated  and  tumbled-up  region, 
perfectly  worthless,  except  a  limited  space  on  the  northwestern 
slope  of  the  mountain.  His  maps  made  from  the  frequent  readings  of 
the  compass  I  look  upon  as  very  correct.  Every  detachment  furnished 
me  with  a  map  of  the  country  traversed.  These  I  have  transmitted 
with  my  report  to  the  department  headquarters,  to  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  the  general  will  readily  give  you  access. 

After  passing  the  Depot  valley  the  river  continues  its  course  south, 
and  enters  the  canons  of  a  low  range  of  lava  mountains  connecting 
the  Burro  and  Almoque  mountains,  just  as  it  were,  for  about  twenty 
miles.  In  the  canons  it  falls  into  a  large  open  country,  extending 
from  the  Burro  mountains  on  the  east  to  the  Almoque  on  the  west. 
It  continues  westerly  till  it  meets  the  Sierreta  Jornada.  A  long  range 
of  canons  from  the  south  faces  the  river  among  the  issues  and  preci- 
pices of  its  northern  extremity,  when,  sinking  again  in  its  western 
direction,  it  flows  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  miles  through  a  valley 
about  forty  miles  wide.  This  valley  was  remarked  by  all  as  most  fer- 
tile, extensive  bottom  lands,  a  rolling  country  on  either  side,  offering 
the  finest  grazing  to  the  very  foot  of  the  mountains.  This  valley, 
like  every  other  capable  of  being  cultivated,  gives  evidence  of  a  former 
people,  agriculturists  in  their  pursuits,  and  no  doubt  far  more  civilized 
than  the  present  race  who  desolate  it. 

We  find  to  the  north  the  Almoque  and  Patos  mountains,  with  a 
basaltine  range  of  low  mountains  connecting  these  with  the  Penal 
range.  To  the  west  the  south  span  of  the  Penal  mountains  stand  as 
a  barrier  to  all  egress.  To  the  south  we  have  the  mountain  ranges  of 
Tumbal  and  Graham,  and  to  the  east  the  Sierreta  Jornada. 

Within  these  boundaries  we  have  a  spot  large,  fertile,  and  well 
watered  by  the  Gila,  bedded  in  the  mountains,  distant  from  all  roads 
and  passways,  and  without  a  probability  of  any  ever  being  made 
through  it — a  country,  as  it  were,  isolated.  This  appears  to  me  to  be 
most  admirably  adapted  for  the  home  of  the  Indian.  Here,  estab- 
lished in  this  pueblo,  his  fertile  planting  grounds  at  his  door,  good 
water  and  healthy  climate,  with  his  flocks,  herds,  and  stock  fattening 
on  the  mountain  slope,  he  would  be  well  situated.  The  maguey,  the 
favorite  food  of  the  Indian,  is  here  found  in  abundance. 

I  am  aware  that  objections  may  be  urged  to  assigning  such  fertile 
countries  to  the  Indians ;  but  this  valley,  with  all  its  health,  its  de- 
licious water,  and  rich  lands,  is  not  such  as  I  fancy  would  be  desirable 
for  the  settlement  of  our  people,  who  seek  the  great  thoroughfares,  and 
reject  what  so  completely  isolates  them  from  the  busy  world.  Here, 
indeed,  a  man  may  live  and  grow  fat,  and  have  nothing  to  disturb 
the  quiet  of  a  whole  year ;  but  this  is  not  in  sympathy  with  busy, 
active,  and  enterprising  American  citizens;  so  that  the  fact  of  its  great 
isolation  is  an  aaditional  recommendation  to  its  Indian  adaptability, 
where,  under  the  parental  care  of  its  agent,  he  may  easily  secure  all 
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his  wants,  with  the  certainty  that  his  improvement,  though  slow,  will 
he  constant. 

To  the  north  the  Gila  country  is  broken,  rising  as  you  go  north 
into  high  mountains  of  lava,  &c.  Small  streams  rise  in  these  moun- 
tains, and,  running  through  the  canons,  at  times  open  out  into  small 
valleys  of  the  greatest  fertility.  On  the  south  the  country  is  rolling 
to  the  mountains,  without  tributaries. 

It  is  a  peculiarity  to  this,  as  to  all  the  Gila  region,  that  springs 
commence  in  all  the  mountains,  so  as  to  afford  abundance  of  water 
for  all  stock  purposes,  and  sometimes  even  for  irrigation  ;  but  these 
springs  lose  themselves  in  the  loose  soils  of  the  valley,  and  find  the 
nver  underground.  I  have  made  a  rough  sketch  of  the  subject,  de- 
siring simply  to  draw  your  attention  to  it ;  and  if  it  should  have  the 
merit  of  any  usefulness,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  The  Sierreta  Jornada, 
I  omitted  to  mention,  is  about  one  hundred  miles  due  west  from  Fort 
Thorn. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully  yours,  &c., 

R.  C.  BONNEVILLE, 

Colonel  United  States  Army, 

Colonel  James  Collins, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs,  Santa  Fe,  Neio  Mexico, 


No.  127. 


Washington,  November  10,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  you  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Ter- 
ritory known  as  Arizona,  or  the  Gadsden  Purchase. 

To  understand  rightly  the  position  and  necessities  of  these  tribes 
in  their  relations  with  your  office,  a  slight  sketch  of  the  geography  of 
the  Territory  is  indispensable. 

Arizona  is  situated  along  the  32d  and  33d  parallels  of  latitude, 
between  Texas  and  California,  its  northern  boundary  being  at  present 
the  Gila  river,  which  is  about  five  hundred  miles  in  length.  The 
Rio  Grande  separates  it  from  Texas  on  the  east,  the  Colorado  river 
from  California  on  the  west ;  the  Mexican  States  of  Sonora  and  Chi- 
huahua are  on  the  south.  This  Territory  is  about  six  hundred  miles 
long,  by  about  fifty  in  width,  and  contains  about  thirty  thousand 
square  miles.  It  is  traversed  longitudinally  by  valleys  and  water- 
courses of  greater  or  less  extent,  the  principal  of  which  are,  looking 
west  from  the  Rio  Grande :  first,  the  Mimbres  ;  second,  the  Valley  de 
Sauz ;  third,  the  San  Pedro ;  and,  fourth,  the  Santa  Cruz.  All  of 
these  are  highly  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  will  at  no  distant  day 
sustain  a  large  population.  There  are  many  smaller  valleys,  watered 
by  large  springs  and  small  streams,  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to 
particularize.  Between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  San  Pedro,  a  distance 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  country  is  generally  level 
or  rolling,  with  here  and  there  a  spur  or  small  range  of  mountains. 
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The  centre  of  the  Territory  is  more  mountainous,  and  the  western 
portions  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Gila,  is  traversed  latterly  by 
elevated  ranges.  Until  within  a  year  or  two  past,  the  whole  country, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  district  in  the  vicinity  of  Tucson,  (an 
old  Mexican  town  on  the  Santa  Cruz  river,  near  the  centre  of  the  Ter- 
ritory,) was  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  and  these  Indians  the  Apaches. 
I  should  alfio  except  the  small  district  on  the  Gila  occupied  by  the 
Pimos  and  Maricopas. 

This  Indian  occupation  had  not  always  obtained.  As  early  as 
1687,  a  Jesuit  priest,  led  by  the  enthusiasm  characteristic  of  his  order, 
penetrated  the  country  from  the  south,  explored  the  magnificent 
valley  of  the  Santa  Cruz,  passed  far  down  the  Gila  towards  its 
mouth,  then,  retracing  his  steps,  he  examined  the  great  valley  of  the 
Salinas,  a  northern  branch  ot  the  Gila,  and  finally  carried  his  ex- 
plorations far  to  the  east,  including  the  San  Pedro,  the  Suanco,  and 
the  Valley  de  Sauz  and  the  Mimbres.  Returning,  this  ardent  enthu- 
siast, having  obtained  permission  from  the  superior  of  the  order  in 
Mexico,  established  missions,  the  ruins  of  which  are  visible  to  this 
day  in  every  part  of  the  Territory.  Only  one  remains  in  anything 
like  its  pristine  splendor.  San  Xavier  del  B<t,  ten  miles  from 
Tucson,  is  still  the  priest  mission  church  in  Sonora.  In  its  best  days 
thousands  of  cattle  grazed  on  the  broad  meadow  lands  of  its  domain, 
and  hundreds  of  Indians,  made  docile  by  the  priests,  lived  under  its 
shadow  and  faintly  reflected  the  religious  enthusiasm  of  its  founders. 
Other  populations,  seduced  by  the  glowing  accounts  of  the  silver  and 
gold  mines,  flowed  into  the  Territory  and  founded  flourishing  settle- 
ments, of  which  to-day  only  a  trace  remains.  You  will  find  in  the 
sketch  appended  to' these  notes  more  than  forty  settlements  laid 
down.  The  sketch  is  a  copy  of  a  map  '*  drawn  and  dedicated  to  the 
king  of  Spain  in  1757  by  the  Society  of  Jesuits."  It  bears  the  above 
description  in  old  French.  The  map  is  undoubtedly  reliable,  having 
been  copied  by  my  friend  Captain  C.  P.  Stone,  late  U.  S.  A.,  from 
the  original  in  the  city  of  Mexico.  Another  authority  says  :  '*  This 
valley  (the  Santa  Cruz)  was  traversed  by  the  earliest  Spanish  ex- 
plorers, who,  in  1535,  seduced  by  the  flattering  accounts  of  Cabeca 
de  Vaca,  Marco  de  Niza,  and  Coronado,  led  their  adventurers  through 
it  in  search  of  the  famous  cities  of  Cibola,  north  of  the  Gila  ;  and 
before  the  year  1600,  its  richness  having  been  made  known,  it  was 
soon  after  occupied  as  missionary  ground.  Remains  of  some  of  these 
missions  still  exist.  Tumacaco^,  a  lew  miles  south  of  Tub^,  was 
the  most  extensive  mission  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  exten- 
sive buildings,  irrigating  canals,  and  broad  cultivated  domain  attest 
its  advantages 

The  early  Spanish  settlers  reduced  the  Indians  to  slavery,  and  used 
them  as  laborers  in  their  mines.  Unused  to  this  kind  of  servitude, 
and  treated  with  great  harshness,  they  rose,  joined  the  wild  tribes 
who  had  never  been  reduced  to  subjection,  and  massacred  or  drove 
out  their  oppressors.  In  this  war  of  extermination,  the  Jesuits 
suffered  the  fate  of  the  rest  of  the  Spanish  race.  Settlements  were 
again  and  again  made,  but  as  often  destroyed,  until,  about  1820,  the 
last  mining  operations  in  the  Territory  were  abandoned,  and  the 
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country,  so  rich  in  every  resource,  mineral  and  agricaltaral,  given 
over  to  the  Apache 

It  is  well  to  notice  here  that  the  titles  to  land  granted  by  the 
Spanish  government  were  to  soldiers  for  a  term  of  service,  and  to 
the  priest  for  religious  purposes. 

The  Pimos  have,  I  am  informed,  a  Spanish  title  to  the  lands  thej 
occupy,  and  perhaps  this  may  be  true  of  the  Papagos  in  some  in- 
stances. The  country  occupied  by  the  wild  tribes  was  expresslj 
declared  to  be  public  domain.  Land  titles  were  issued  in  the  form 
usual  to  those  and  the  other  frontier  Mexican  States,  containing  a 
condition  of  actual  settlement,  building,  and  residence  during  a  term 
of  years.  They  could  hardly  be  galvanized  into  effect  at  this  distant 
day,  after  long  years  of  desertion,  except  by  some  extraordinarj 
interpretation  of  law.  The  notes  in  my  possession,  dating  back  more 
than  a  century,  give  the  names  of  a  great  number  of  Indian  tribes 
occupying  the  region  north  of  the  Gila  and  the  country  included  in 
Arizona  to  the  south.  As  these  destructive  tribes  have  long  passed 
away,  or  are  unknown  by  thtir  ancient  names,  I  shall  designate  them 
by  their  modern  appellation.  Of  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  I  jresume  the  information  on  file  in  your  office  i« 
full  and  reliable.     1  shall  therefore  omit  mention  of  them. 

The  Apache  is  the  generic  name  for  the  whole  race  of  Indians 
which  have  been  lor  more  than  a  century  the  scourge  of  northern 
Mexico,  and  which  are  to-day  the  great  obstacle  to  the  settlement  of 
Arizona,  to  the  transportation  of  the  mails  overland  to  the  Pacific, 
and  to  the  development  of  the  immense  mineral  wealth  of  the  Terri- 
tory. 

The  home  of  the  Apache  is  north  of  the  Gila,  where  there  are  many 
fine  valleys  of  great  extent  and  fertility,  watered  by  bold  streams  alive 
with  fish,  enclosed  by  mountains  covered  with  forests,  and  abounding 
in  game  of  every  description — grizzly  and  black  bear,  elk,  antelope, 
deer,  rabbits,  wild  turkeys,  partridges,  and  smaller  birds.  From 
these  haunts  the  Apaches,  in  bands  varying  from  thirty  to  one  hun- 
dred, pour  themselves  on  the  country  south  of  the  Gila.  Selecting 
some  particular  hacienda,  rancheria,  or  pueblo  as  their  prey,  they 
massacre  or  drive  off  the  Mexican  inhabitants,  capture  the  women  and 
children,  with  the  horses,  mules,  or  cattle,  and  return  with  their  booty 
to  the  valleys  north  of  the  Gila,  where  they  remain  until  want  of  more 
again  sends  them  forth.  The  valley  of  the  San  Pedro  is  one  trail 
much  frequented  by  them ;  another  iS  across  the  opening  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  valley  to  the  north,  near  Tucson,  and  south  by  Sonoita,  a  Mexi- 
can village  just  on  the  boundary  line  between  Sonora  and  the  Gadsden 
Purchase,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  east  of  the  Ck)lorado. 
There  are  several  other  trails  used  by  them,  and  it  is  their  habit  to  go 
by  one  and  return  by  another.  Returning,  driving  large  herds  of 
stock,  they  are  forced  to  follow  the  watercourses;  and  this  fact  mak^ 
it  easy  to  put  an  end  to  these  incursions  or  excursions  across  Arizona, 
when  Congress  shall  see  fit  to  encourage  emigration,  by  organizing  a 
separate  territorial  government  with  liberal  donation  land  laws.  The 
present  American  population  gave  an  earnest  of  what  will  be  done  in 
future.     On  a  late  occasion,  a  band  of  Apaches  having  penetrated 
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Sonora  and  captured  about  two  hundred  horses  and  mules,  made  its 
way  back  through  the  Santa  Cruz  valley,  a  party  of  about  forty  Ameri- 
cans was  organized,  the  Apaches  attacked,  beaten,  their  booty  cap- 
tured and  divided  among  the  party.  On  another  and  subsequent 
occasion,  a  few  Papagos  aided  the  whites  and  shared  the  spoils,  ren- 
during  them  efiScient  allies  for  a  future  occasion  of  a  similar  nature. 

Nothing  is  harder  than  to  estimate  the  numbers  of  a  tribe  of  wild 
Indians  who  appear  only  in  small  bands  and  yet  seem  ubiquitous. 
Every  possible  estimate  has  been  made  in  answer  to  my  inquires,  from 
eighteen  thousand  warriors  djwn  to  three  hundred.  A  gentleman,  in 
whose  intelligence  I  have  much  confidence,  and  who  has  escaped  their 
clutches  very  narrowly  a  number  of  times,  gave  three  thousand  as  the 
probable  number  that  overrun  Arizona  and  Sonora.  It  is  very  rare 
to  find  them  foraying  in  bands  of  over  one  hundred,  but  as  many  as 
three  hundred  have  been  seen.  The  extraordinary  fear  of  the  Apaches, 
which  makes  up  a  greater  portion  of  the  existence  of  the  Mexican 
people,  has  undoubtedly  greatly  exaggerated  their  number.  I  have 
never  known,  during  five  years  observation  of  the  Indian  tribes  from 
the  Missouri  to  the  Columbia,  and  from  British  America  to  Mexico, 
any  Indian  tribe  to  come  up  to  the  popular  estimate  in  numerical 
strength.  My  own  impression  is,  that  the  Apache  cannot  be  tamed ; 
civilization  is  out  of  the  question.  He  may  be  confined  in  a  region  of 
country  north  of  the  Gila,  not  alone  by  troops,  but  by  the  population 
which  will  fill  up  the  Territory  in  the  south.  As  the  valleys  of  the 
Gila  on  the  north  become  necessary  to  an  increasing  emigration,  or 
demand  the  development  of  their  undoubted  resources,  the  Apaches 
will  be  driven  further  north,  or  exterminated.  Some  few  Indians 
called  tame  Apaches  live  a  miserable  life  about  Tucson.  They  are 
probably  a  remnant  of  the  old  mission  Indians. 

The  Pimos  and  Maricopas  are  undoubtedly  the  most  interesting  and 
docile  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  continent.  They  occupy  a  beautiful 
portion  of  the  Gila  valley,  about  twenty  miles  in  length  by  four  in 
width.  They  live  in  villages,  raise  luxuriant  crops  of  corn,  wheat, 
millet,  melons  and  pumpkins,  and  also  cotton  of  excellent  quality, 
resembling  the  Sea  Island.  It  is  from  the  black  seed.  They  grind 
their  corn  and  wheat,  and  make  palatable  bread.  They  also  spin  and 
weave  their  cotton,  by  hand,  into  blankets  of  a  beautiful  texture,  an  art 
not  acquired  from  the  Spaniards,  but  found  among  them  more  than 
three  hundred  years  ago,  when  the  Spaniards  first  penetrated  the 
country.  The  district  occupied  by  the  Pimos  and  Maricopas  is  inter- 
sected in  all  directions  by  ^'acequias,"  or  ^irrigating  canals,  through 
which  water  from  the  Gila  is  drawn  lor  purposes  of  cultivation.  The 
Pimos,  though  not  an  aggressive,  are  a  brave  and  warlike  race.  They 
are  the  dread  of  the  Apache,  who  always  avoids  them. 

Legends  of  great  battles,  in  which  the  Pimos  were  always  victorious, 
abound  in  both  tribes  ;  and  it  is  related  that  on  one  occasion,  after  a 
great  victory,  the  Pimos  covered  the  ground  with  flour  for  three  miles, 
as  a  carpet  for  their  victorious  chiel*.  The  late  battle  between  the 
Pimos,  their  allies,  the  Papagos  and  Maricopas,  and  the  Indians  of 
the  Colorado  river  combined,  with  the  Apaches,  is  probably  the 
greatest  Indian  battle  fought  on  the  continent  for  many  years  past. 
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The  following  account  of  the  fight  is  from  a  letter  received  by  me 
from  an  officer  of  the  3d  artillery,  now  at  Fort  Yuma  : 

^'FoRT  Yuma,  September  16,  1857. 

*'  The  Yumas  have  been  most  dreadfully  beaten  by  the  Maricopas, 
Pimos  and  others.  They  have  lost  not  less  than  itoo  hundred  of  the 
flower  of  their  chivalry.  The  opposing  parties  were,  on  one  side,  the 
Yumas,  Mohaves,  Yampais  and  the  Tonto  Apaches,  and  one  or  two 
Dieganos;  on  the  other,  the  Maricopas,  Pimos  and  Papagos. 

**The  former  party  commenced  the  attack  by  burning  some  wig- 
wams and  killing  women  and  children  belonging  to  the  Maricopas. 
The  grand  tottle  was  fought  near  the  Maricopa  wells,  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Gila.  There  were 
probably  about  fifteen  hundred  engaged  on  each  side.  The  Yumas 
and  allies  were  completely  routed. 

**  We  have  not  heard  full  accounts  and  know  nothing  of  the  losses 
-of  any  tribe  except  the  Yumas — scarce  one  of  them  leit  to  tell  the  story; 
in  fact,  here  they  knew  nothing  of  the  afiair  until  we  told  them.  We 
learned  it  from  the  Texas  mail  party.  All  the  Yumas  are  in  mourning. ' ' 

Another  letter  says:  ^' The  Yumas  and  Mohaves  suffered  se- 
verely. Our  old  friend  Soil  Francisco,  who  acted  as  our  agent  in 
rescuing  Olive  D'Otman  from  the  Mohaves,  a  year  since,  was  killed. 
Out  of  about  one  hundred  Yumas  who  went  to  battle,  only  some  six 
or  seven  returned." 

The  Pimos  have  retained  their  wonted  superiority,  and  inflicted  a 
blow  upon  their  enemies  which  their  children  and  their  children's 
<;hildren  shall  rec(»unt  and  mourn  around  the  camp  fire.  The  Pimo 
iind  Maricopa  villages  are  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Gila.  The  Papagos  inhabit  other  villages  south  of  the 
Gila.  Their  habits  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  Pimos,  and  they  may 
be  classed  with  them.  Antonio,  chief  of  the  Pimos,  since  dead,  gave 
the  number  of  his  tribe  at  ten  thousand  in  1850.  This  is  much  too 
large,  but  I  am  unable  to  estimate  their  true  force.  In  their  inter- 
<;ourse  with  the  whites,  the  Pimos  have  always  been  friendly. 

Their  stores  of  wheat  and  corn  have  supplied  many  a  starved  emi- 
grant, and  restored  his  broken  down  animals.  They  were  classed  by 
the  Spaniards,  one  hundred  years  ago,  among  the  partially  civilized 
Indians,  entitled  to  hold  lands  ;  and  they  claim  their  present  location 
under  a  Spanish  title,  probably  an  alcalde  grant. 

The  Papagos  live  among  and  on  friendly  terms  with  Mexicans 
in  Sonora.  They  were  present  in  some  force  at  Covorca  during  the 
fight  which  terminated  so  disastrously  for  Crabbe  and  his  party  in 
their  late  expedition  into  Sonora,  and  the  Papagos  buried  the  tour 
Americans  who  were  horribly  slaughtered  by  Mexican  soldiers  on 
American  soil  near  Sonoita,  and  left  lying  where  they  were  butchered. 

The  Gila  valley  to  the  west  of  the  Pimos  villages  is  not  occupied  by 
Indians.  For  a  hundred  miles,  however,  it  is  crossed  and  re-crossed 
by  the  Apaches  in  their  excursions  south,  and  the  road  is  occasionally 
infested  by  Yampais  and  other  Colorado  river  Indians,  who  cross  the 
angle  made  by  the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado,  secure  their 
booty,  and  return. 
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This  district,  for  forty  to  eighty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  and  along 
the  Gila,  is  neutral  ground.  Until  the  late  battle,  a  wholesome  dread 
of  the  Pimos  and  Maricopas  on  the  part  of  the  River  Indians  had 
kept  them  at  home,  while  the  Pimos,  content  to  mind  their  crops,  re- 
mained peaceably  in  their  villages. 

We  come  now  to  the  tribes  on  the  Colorado.  Beginning  at  the 
mouth,  near  the  Gulf  of  California,  are  the  Cocopas,  a  handsome  and 
warlike  tribe,  few  in  number.  They  occupy  Mexican  soil — Lower  Cal- 
ifornia on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  Sonora  on  the  east.  The  Coco- 
pas  have  not  more  than  three  hundred  warriors.  They  come  properly 
under  our  cognizance,  as  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado,  with  its  navigation, 
is  necessary  to  the  support  of  P'ort  Yuma  and  the  supply  of  Arizona. 
These  Indians  have  long  since  forgotten  the  Mexican  government,  and 
regard  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Yuma  as  *' the  elder  brother 
of  their  Great  Father.'' 

Formerly  at  war  with  the  Yumas,  the  tribe  next  above  them  on  the 
river,  they  made  a  treaty  of  peace  in  1854,  at  the  instigation  of  Major 
Thomas,  United  States  army,  then  commanding  at  Fort  Yuma.  Thia 
they  have  since  kept  much  better  than  Indians  usually  regard  com- 
pacts of  peace.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Captain  A.  H. 
Wilcox  and  Captain  George  A.  Johnson,  of  the  steamers  ^*  General 
Jesup  '*  and  '*  Colorado,  "  which  ply  on  the  river  from  the  Gulf  of 
California  to  Fort  Yuma,  for  their  judicious  and  liberal  treatment  of 
these  Indians.  The  Cocopas  raise  pumpkins,  melons,  beans,  a  little 
corn  and  wheat,  upon  which,  with  the  mesquite  bean  and  some  succu- 
lent roots,  they  subsist.  The  roots  are  rather  a  delicacy  than  a  staple 
article  of  food.  The  Colorado,  like  the  Nile,  is  the  common  father  to 
the  children  who  inhabit  its  banks,  and  by  its  annual  overflowing 
brings  them  plenty.  The  great  rise  of  the  river  is  in  July,  and  the 
Indian  plants  immediately  after,  Having  previously  turned  over  all  the 
land  intended  for  cultivation.  Their  melons  and  pumpkins  grow  to 
an  enormous  size  and  have  a  delicious  flavor.  In  good  season  they 
store  Ihem  in  the  ground,  or  in  huts,  in  great  number,  and  keep  them 
until  spring.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  more  than  naif  of 
their  time  is  spent  in  the  river;  men,  women,  and  children  swimming, 
as  only  they  can  swim,  hours  together  without  fatigue  or  rest.  It  is 
a  picture  of  the  purest  animal  enjoyment  to  see  them.  The  men  wear 
no  clothing  except  the  merest  apology  for  a  breech-cloth  ;  the  women 
two  aprons  of  bark — one  in  front,  and  one  in  rear — reaching  to  the 
knee     .Both  sexes  expose  unreservedly  the  upper  part  of  the  body. 

Like  all  Indian  tribes,  when  brought  into  contact  with  the  humane 
and  christianizing  influence  of  the  white  man,  the  Cocopas  have  ac- 
quired a  taste  for  whiskey,  and  become  inoculated  with  syphilis, 
making  it  only  a  question  of  time  in  regard  to  their  disappearance. 
Prostitution  is  the  rule  among  the  women,  not  the  exception.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  the  Yumas.  It  should  have  been  observed 
above  that  the  Pimos  are  chaste,  and  resent  as  a  deadly  insult  an 
approach  to  their  women. 

The  Yumas  are  the  next  tribe  on  the  Colorado,  north  of  the  Coco- 
pas. They  did  number,  previous  to  the  battle  with  the  Pimos.  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  warriors.     This  estimate  is  the  result  of  two 


590  REPORT   OF  THE 

years'  acquaintance  with  them.  Their  habits  of  life  are  in  all  respects 
like  those  of  the  CJocopas.  They  occupy  both  sides  of  the  river.  They 
build  no  houses,  unless  a  hole  in  the  sand,  with  a  rude  protection  od 
one  side  made  of  logs  and  brush,  can  be  called  a  house. 

The  Mohaves,  or  Hamockhaves,  occupy  the  river  above  the  Tumas. 
They  are  very  numerous  ;  intermarry  with  the  Yumas,  and  resemble 
them  in  all  respects.  Latterly,  they  visit  Fort  Yuma  in  ^reat  num- 
bers, bringing  their  women  and  other  articles  of  trade.  During  the 
time  I  commanded  at  Fort  Yuma,  as  many  as  one  hundred  visited  the 
post  in  a  single  day. 

The  river  Indians  are  all  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  and  a  short 
club.  They  have  no  fire-arms,  nor  do  they  understand  the  use  of 
them,  and  hold  them  in  wholesome  dread.  A  Mohave  chief  presented 
me  once  at  Fort  Yuma  with  a  letter  of  recommendation,  signed  by  the 
Mormon  bishop  at  the  settlement  of  Las  Vegas,  several  hundred  miles 
above  the  post.  Its  date  was  only  six  weeks  old.  I  mention  this  fgct 
to  show  the  extensive  range  of  these  Indians.  It  should  be  remarked 
that  the  Yumas  and  lower  Mohaves  intermarry  to  some  extent  with 
the  New  River  Indiansof  the  Colorado  desert  and  with  the  Dieganos, 
with  whom  they  are  fast  friends.  There  is  a  tribe  living  in  the 
mountains  north  and  west  of  the  Yumas,  known  as  the  Chim-me- 
wah-wahs.  They  live  by  hunting,  wear  moccasins  and  sandals,  and 
clothe  themselves  in  buckskin.  They  occasionally  visit  Fort  Yuma  in 
small  parties,  and,  although  on  visiting  terms  with  the  Yumas  are 
looked  upon  as  strangers,  and  speak  a  different  dialect. 

The  Dieganos,  Mohaves,  Yumas,  and  Cocopas  speak  dialects  of  the 
same  language,  nearly  resembling  each  other. 

On  the  west  bank  of  the  Colorado,  about  the  mouth  of  Bill  Wil- 
liams's fork,  live  the  Yampais,  After  much  careful  investigation,  I 
am  unable  to  separate  these  Indians  from  the  Tonto  Apaches.  Al- 
though, from  their  locality  on  the  river,  they  have  in  many  respects  the 
habits  of  the  Yumas  and  Mohaves,  they  are  predatory  in  their  nature 
more  accustomed  to  the  fiesh  of  animals  than  the  other  Indian  tribes 
on  the  river,  whose  diet  is  mostly  vegetable,  and  are  therefore  more 
warlike.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Yampais  are  responsible  for  much 
if  not  all,  of  the  depredations  on  the  Gila  below  the  Pimos'  villages,' 
and  that  they  were  the  murderers  of  the  Oatman  family  on  the  Gila' 
in  1850.  Miss  Olive  Oatman,  who  was  rescued  from  the  Mohaves  and 
restored  to  her  friends,  in  1856,  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Martin  Burke 
United  States  army,  then  commanding  at  Fort  Yuma,  gave  me  much 
information  about  these  Indians,  and  her  story  confirmed  my  belief. 
Their  habit  is  to  cross  the  delta  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado,  seize  their 
prey,  and  return  to  their  haunts,  often  leaving  a  trail  towards  the 
Maricopa  or  Yuma  villages,  the  trail  ceasing  when  they  cross  the 
Gila.  Miss  Oatman,  who  was  a  prisoner  for  six  years  aiuon^  the  In- 
dians, informed  me  that  there  were  thousands  of  Indians  between  Fort 
Yuma  and  a  stream  which,  from  her  description,  I  supposed  to  be  the 
Rio  Virgin. 

Having  enumerated  and  described  the  Indians  of  Arizona  and  the 
adjoining  Territory  to  the  north,  it  remains  to  express,  according  to 
your  request,  my  views  \i\  relation  to  the  best  mode  of  treating  them 


SECRETARY  OF   THE    INTERIOR.  591 

with  due  regard  to  economy  and  the  development  of  the  valuable 
region  now  in  their  possession. 

First.  The  Indians  occupying  the  Territory  of  Arizona  should  be 
embraced  in  a  superintendency  separate  and  distinct  from  New  Mexico 
and  California.  New  Mexico  is  too  large  now  to  be  thoroughly  cared 
for  by  one  Indian  superintend!  nt,  while  the  Colorado  is  separated  from 
the  settled  portion  of  California  by  two  hundred  miles  of  mountain 
and  desert.  The  Apache  Indians  must  be  controlled  by  an  exhibition 
of  superior  force.  They  must  first  be  whipped  into  submission,  and 
kept  docile  by  wholesome  fear  of  the  superior  strength  and  resources 
of  the  American  population.  An  increase  of  the  military  force  is 
necessary,  the  present  force  being  entirely  inadequate  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country. 

A  cavalry  post  in  the  vicinity  of  Tucson,  one  on  the  San  Pedro,  one 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Los  Mimbres,  and  one  on  the  Gila,  above  the 
Pimos  villages,  will  command  the  passes  by  which  the  Apaches  make 
their  usual  excursions  in  search  of  booty  and  plunder.  These  posts 
will,  at  the  same  time,  afford  protection  to  the  parties  engaged  in 
making  the  wagon  road  from  El  Paso  to  Fort  Yuma,  and  form  an  ef- 
ficient protection  to  the  great  overland  mail.  They  will,  at  the  same 
time,  afford  nuclei,  around  which  flourishing  settlements  will  grow 
up  and  become  the  granaries  for  the  supply  of  the  great  mining  popu- 
lation which  will  inevitably  pour  into  Arizona.  The  immediate  or- 
ganization of  this  new  Territory  by  Congress  will  do  much  to  bring 
this  Indian  population  under  control,  and,  by  attracting  along  the 
Gila  and  its  northern  branches  an  active  population,  will  completely 
break  their  power,  and  in  a  few  years  relieve  the  War  Department  of 
most  ot  the  expense  it  now  has  to  incur  in  repressing  their  outrages. 

It  is  probable  that  many  of  the  Apache  tribes,  finding  themselves 
hemmed  in  by  an  American  population,  will  take  refuge  in  Sonora 
and  Chihuahua,  and  continue  to  fulfil  their  apparent  destiny — that  of 
exterminating  the  population  of  northern  Mexico,  or  driving  it  fur- 
ther south,  leaving  those  magnificent  provinces  an  inheritance  to  a 
superior  race,  which  ere  long  will  create  along  the  Gulf  of  California, 
in  mineral,  commercial,  and  agricultural  wealth,  a  State  rivalling 
California. 

The  Apaches  should  have  active,  faithful  agents — men  who  are  ac- 
customed to  frontier  life,  and  who  know  the  character  and  habits  of 
these  Indians. 

The  Pimos  and  Maricopas  Indians  should  be  allowed  to  retain  their 
present  locations.  They  are  in  all  respects  reservations,  and  have 
the  advantage  of  being  their  homes  by  title  of  law  and  by  preierence. 

The  valley  of  the  Gila,  for  seventy  miles  above  them,  will  afford 
white  settlers  ample  room  for  claims  without  interfering  with  the 
Pimos  ;  and  the  Salinas  to  the  north  has  space  for  tens  of  thousands. 
It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  whole  region  is  intersected  with  ex- 
tensive irrigating  ditches,  marked  with  mounds  and  tumuli,  strewn 
with  rude  instruments  of  labor  and  broken  pottery,  evidencing  the 
remote  existence  of  a  numerous  and  semi-civilized  race. 

The  agent  for  the  Pimos  should  be  a  man  of  great  tact  and  intelli- 
gence, and  should  reside  with  them.     By  proper  maw«L^%\s\^w\.^  Skv^ 
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condition  of  these  Indians  may  be  much  improved,  and  their  villages 
be  made  of  great  service  to  the  Territory  by  supplying  large  quanti- 
ties of  breadstuffs.  Injudicious  management  would  bring  on  contact 
with  the  white  population,  and  cause  infinite  trouble.  They  are  at 
present  extremely  anxious  about  the  tenure  of  their  lands,  and  in- 
quire of  all  Americans  who  have  visited  their  villages  whether  they 
will  be  allowed  to  remain. 

The  Yumas,  Cocopas,  Hamockhaves,  or  Mohaves,  and  Yampais, 
should  be  under  the  control  of  one  agent,  who  should  be  required  to 
live  on  the  Colorado,  at  Fort  Yuma,  for  the  present.  Although  there 
is  much  good  land  upon  the  Colorado,  and  near  Fort  Yuma,  which 
will  come  into  demand  at  an  early  day,  and  although  a  town  will  soon 
grow  up  opposite  the  fort,  it  is  not  necessary  to  confine  these  Indians 
to  an  exclusive  reservation.  The  Cocopas  and  Yuma  tribes  are  small; 
they  have  already  among  them  the  seeds  of  an  early  decay. 

A  thoroughly  intelligent  agent,  who  will  act  in  concert  with  the 
commanding  officer  at  Fort  Yuma,  can  prevent  any  diflSculty  with  the 
white  population  that  may  settle  on  the  river. 

These  Indians  should  be  supplied  with  a  few  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  some  seed  grain  of  various  kinds.  These,  with  a  small 
supply  of  tobacco  and  ^^manta,"  (cotton  cloth,)  will  render  them 
contented  and  happy  for  the  brief  remainder  of  their  existence  as  a 
people.  They  know  already  and  respect  the  superior  power  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  whites. 

The  Mohaves  and  Yampais  to  the  north  of  Fort  Yuma  are  much 
more  numerous,  but  the  same  policy  will  best  subserve  for  the  present. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Colorado  to  steamboat  navigation  to  the 
Virgin,  now  under  progress  of  experiment  by  Lieutenant  Ives,  topo- 
graphical engineers,  the  establishment  of  one  or  more  military  posts 
will  become  necessary. 

The  Yuraas  deserve  the  especial  notice  of  your  department.  Coali- 
tions between  all  the  river  tribes  and  those  of  southern  California, 
including  the  Cohuillas  and  Dieganos,  have  been  repeatedly  defeated 
by  the  refusal  of  the  Yumas  to  join  it,  and  they  have  thus  saved 
southern  California  from  a  war  which  would  have  endangered  Los 
Angeles,  exterminated  San  Diego,  and  burned  every  farm  house  south 
of  the  Cajon  pass. 

They  have  never  received  a  present  from  the  government,  or  from  a 
government  officer,  except  those  of  the  officers  of  the  army  at  Fort 
Yuma,  upon  whose  generosity  they  have  been  and  are  a  severe  tax. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  induce  a  competent  agent  to  reside  at  Fort 
Yuma  for  the  salary  of  the  office.  These  Indians  diflfer  from  all  others 
on  the  continent,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  send  among  them  a  man 
they  do  not  know,  and  who  does  not  know  them. 

If  you  could  induce  Mr.  George  F.  Hooper,  the  present  sutler  at 
Fort  Yuma,  to  take  the  appointment,  his  services  would  be  invaluable. 
I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  his  business  would  allow  him  to  accept 
the  appointment,  although  he  has  been  repeatedly  recommended. 

To  sum  up,  a  separate  territorial  government  in  Arizona  will 
much  facilitate  your  operations  in  controlling  the  Indians  of  this 
region. 
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A  saperintendency,  to  include  the  Colorado  Indians  and  eastward  to 
the  Rio  Grande ;  three  resident  agents,  one  for  the  Apaches,  one  for 
the  Pimos  and  Maricopas,  and  one  for  the  Indians  of  the  Colorado. 

With  these  views,  and  the  hope  they  may  answer  the  inquiries  you 
have  been  pleased  to  suggest, 

I  am.  General,  with  great  regard,  vour  obedient  servant, 

SYLVESTER  MONVRY, 

Lieutenant  United  States  Army, 
Hon.  J,  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

KoTB.— Tb«  aketch  referred  to  did  not  acoompaoy  this  communicatioii. — Indian  0^^. 


No.  128. 

UTAH  SUPERINTENDENCY. 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory, 

May  2,  1855. 

Pir  :  Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  some  facts  which  I  do  not 
feel  myself  altogether  at  liberty  to  remain  silent  upon. 

At  the  last  semi-annual  conference  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints,  a  large 
number  of  missionaries  were  nominated  to  go  and  preach  to  the  In- 
dians, or  Lamonites,  as  they  are  here  called.  Now,  since  my  arrivalin 
this  Territory,  I  have  become  satisfied  that  these  saints  have,  either 
accidentally  or  purposely  created  a  distinction  in  the  minds  of  the 
Indian  tribes  of  this  Territory  between  the  Mormons  and  the  people 
of  the  United  States  that  cannot  act  otherwise  than  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  latter  ;  and  what,  sir,  may  we  expect  of  these  mission- 
aries ?  There  is  perhaps  not  a  tribe  on  the  continent  that  will  not  be 
visited  by  one  or  more  of  them.  I  suspect  their  first  object  will  be  to 
teach  these  wretched  savages  that  they  are  the  rightful  owners  of  the 
American  soil,  and  that  it  has  been  wrongfully  taken  from  them  by 
the  whites,  and  that  the  Great  Spirit  had  sent  the  Mormons  among 
them  to  help  them  recover  their  rights. 

The  character  of  many  of  those  who  have  been  nominated  is  calcu- 
lated to  confirm  this  view  of  the  case. 

They  embrace  a  class  of  rude  and  lawless  young  men,  such  as  might 
be  regarded  as  a  curse  to  any  civilized  community.  But  I  do  not  wish 
to  excite  prejudice  and  encourage  feelings  of  hostility  against  these 
people ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  such  a  course  would  be  unwise  and 
impolitic. 

They  always  have,  and  ever  will  thrive  by  persecution.  They  know 
well  the  effect  it  has  had  upon  them,  and  consequently  crave  to  be  per- 
secuted. 

It  is  due  to  many  of  them,  however,  to  say  that  they  are  honest  in 
38 
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the  belief  that  they  are  the  only  ChriBtians  on  earth,  and  thai  God 
is  alout  to  redeem  the  world  from  sin,  and  establish  his  milleniiim. 

It  is  possible,  too,  that  many  of  them  are  loyal  in  their  feelings  to 
the  United  States,  but  perhaps  this  cannot  be  said  of  many  of  their 
leaders  But  time  will  convince  many  of  them  of  their  errors.  Many 
of  their  prophecies  mupt  come  true  in  a  few  years,  or  doubt  will  take 
the  place  ot  sanguine  hope,  and  will  do  more  to  relax  their  energies 
and  weaken  their  strength  than  anything  else  would  do  at  this  time. 
My  object  in  writing  is  to  suggest  that  the  attention  of  all  snperin- 
tendeuts,  agents,  sub-agent,  and  all  other  loyal  citizens  residing  or 
sojourning  in  the  Indian  country  be  called  to  this  subject,  that  the 
conduct  of  these  Mormon  missionaries  be  subjected  to  the  strictest  scrn- 
tiny,  and  that  the  13th  and  14th  sections  of  the  **  Ad  to  regnlate  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes^  and  to  preserve  peace  ofi  the /ran- 
tier  J*  *  be  properly  enforced. 

Verv  respectfully,  &c, 

OAKLAND  HUNT, 
Indian  Agent  for  Utah. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  Manypenny, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  City,  D.  C, 

P.  S.  In  proof  of  the  fact  above  stated,  I  would  say  that  I  hare 
had  great  difficulty  in  procuring  an  interpreter,  though  there  are 
many  persons  in  the  Territory  who  speak  the  Indian  language.  Bat 
they  were  all  nominated  as  missionaries,  and  I  was  forced  to  the  hu- 
miliating necessity  of  imploring  the  clemency  of  his  excellency 
Brigham  Young  to  permit  one  of  them  to  remain  with  me.  I  never 
saw  any  people  in  my  life  who  were  so  completely  under  the  influ- 
ence ui  one  man. 

G.  H. 


No.  129.    . 

Dkpabtmbitt  op  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs ^  July  10,  1855. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  consideration, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  this  office  from  Agent  Hurt,  of  the  2d  of 
May  last,  in  which  he  states  that  the  Mormons,  at  their  last  semi- 
annual conference,  nominated  a  large  number  of  missionaries  to  go 
among  the  Indians  of  Utah  Territory  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
preacliing  to  them  ;  that  these  saints  have,  either  accidentally  or  pur- 
posely created  a  distinction  in  the  minds  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  the 
Territory  between  the  Mormons  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
which  must  prove  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  latter. 

He  recommends  that  the  attention  of  the  superintendents,  ao-ents, 
and  sub-ttgents  be  called  to  this  subject,  and  that  the  conduct  ot^those 
missionaries  be  subjected  to  the  strictest  scrutiny,  with  a  view  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  act  of  1834,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with 
tho  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 
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I  deem  tliis  a  subject  of  importiince,  and  have  to  suggest,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  your  advice  and  instruction,  whether  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Hunt  respecting  the  notification  of  the  superin- 
tendents, agents,  and  sub-agents,  within  the  Territory,  to  scrutinize 
the  conduct  of  said  missionaries,  should  be  adopted,  or  otherwise  the 
best  course,  in  your  opinion,  to  be  pursued  in  the  premises. 

In  view  of  the  position  of  Agent  Hunt,  I  would  also  suggest  that 
whatever  course  you  may  deem  proper  to  pursue  be  kept  conndential| 
so  tliat  the  agent  may  not  incur  the  ill  will  of  the  Mormons. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 


Hon.  R.  McClklland, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior, 


Acting  Commissioner. 
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Memoranda  for  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

August  13,  1855. 

In  the  letter  from  this  office  to  you  of  the  10th  ultimo,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Agent  Hunt  respecting  the  contemplated  move- 
ments of  Mormon  missionaries  among  the  Indians  of  Utah  and  the 
Indian  tribes  generally,  it  was  my  purpose  to  have  made  the  subject 
embrace  the  Indians  generally,  although,  by  oversight,  it  was  confined 
to  the  tribes  in  Utah,  for  the  agent  states  that  **  there  is  perhaps  not 
a  tribe  on  the  continent  that  will  not  be  visited  by  one  or  more  of 
these  missionaries." 

As  the  subject  was  deemed  important,  it  was  presented  for  your 
considerations  and  advice  with  a  view  to  the  soundness  of  the  policy 
of  instructing  the  superintendents,  agents,  and  sub-agents,  through- 
out the  Indian  country,  to  watch  with  an  eye  of  vigilance  the  move- 
ments of  the  Mormons ;  and  in  case  their  efforts,  under  the  guise  of 
missionary  labors,  should  tend  to  create  a  spirit  of  insorbordination 
among  the  Indians  averse  to  the  interests  of  the  government,  that 
they  immediately  notify  the  department. 

The  intercourse  act  of  1834  provides,  section  13th,  'Hhat  if  any 
citizen  or  other  person,  residing  within  the  United  States  or  the  ter^ 
ritory  thereof,  shall  send  any  tdlk,  speech,  messa^^e,  or  letter,  to  any 
Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief,  or  individual,  with  an  intent  to  produce  a 
contravention  or  infraction  of  any  treaty  or  other  law  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States y  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  ;"  and  the  last 
clause  of  section  13th  reads  as  follows,  viz:  **  or  in  case  any  citizen  or 
other  person  shall  alienate^  or  attempt  to  alienate^  the  confidence  of  any 
Indian  or  Indians  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he  shcdl 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,*' 

And  again,  it  is  provided  by  the  23d  section  '^  that  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  to  be  e^a3e\n^3^^vQ.^^MSQL 
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manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  President  may  direct,  in 
the  apprehension  of  every  person  who  shall  or  may  be  found  in  the 
Indian  country  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,"  &c. 
The  suspicions  which  the  agent  throws  upon  the  character  of  those 
Mormons  engaged  as  missionaries  are  such  as  may  make  it  necessarv, 
as  a  precautionary  step  to  preserve  the  harmony  of  our  relations  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  to  instruct  the  superintendents,  agents,  and  snb- 
agents  to  scrutinize  the  conduct  of  Mormons  and  all  others  suspected 
of  having  a  design  to  interrupt  the  peace  and  tranquillity  between  the 
Indians  and  the  government. 

CHARLES  E.  MIX, 

Acting  Commussioner. 


No.  131. 

Office  of  Indian  Agency, 

City  of  Provoy  June  30,  1857. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  official  letter  to  me,  dated  14  th  of  March 
last,  I  have  revisited  the  southern  Indians  located  on  Beaver  river, 
Beaver  county,  as  well  as  those  near  Fort  Harmony,  on  Ash  creek, 
Santa  Clara,  Kio  Virgin,  and  Muddy  rivers,  Washington  county,  and 
at  the  various  places  mentioned,  and  have  found  them  more  or  less 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  first  instance  which  came  under  my  notice  was  a  band  of  Utah 
Indians,  (commonly  called  Utes,)  under  their  chief,  ^^Araraon,"  od 
Beaver  river.  On  my  arrival  at  that  place,  I  was  visited  by  the  chief 
in  person,  who  informed  me  that  himself  and  a  number  of  his  band 
had,  during  the  spring,  cleared  about  twenty  acres  of  bottom  land  in 
the  river,  and,  with  the  aid  of  one  yoke  of  cattle,  for  which  he  had 
traded  one  of  his  ponies,  and  an  old  plough,  which  he  had  obtained 
from  some  of  the  citizens  of  Beaver  city,  had  ploughed  and  sowed  that 
number  of  acres  in  wheat.  He  invited  me  to  walk  with  him  to  his 
farm,  about  one  mile  distant  from  my  camp,  and  view  his  improve- 
ments ;  with  which  I  complied,  and,  on  my  arrival  there,  found  his 
statements  correct. 

His  wheat  was  about  two  inches  higli,  and  had  undergone  one  pro- 
cess of  irrigation  ;  his  water  ditches  were  well  and  substantially  made, 
and  answered  well  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended.  He 
labored  under  great  disadvantage,  however,  for  the  want  of  proper 
implements  to  prosecute  his  work  successfully.  I  presented  him  with 
one  of  Hodge's  patent  steel  ploughs,  some  spades,  shovels,  and  hoes, 
some  blankets  and  clothing,  together  witli  a  small  quantity  of  powder 
and  lead,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  band,  with  which  he  was 
highly  pleased,  remarking  at  the  time  that  these  presents  would  be  a 
great  inducement  for  a  greater  advancement  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
as  well  as  an  evidence  of  the  friendly  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  towards  them.  On  my  return  I  visited  his 
farm  again,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that  he  had  cleared  twelve  ad- 
ditional acres,  and  planted  them  with  corn  and  potatoes,  givmg  assur- 
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ance  that  the  implements  he  had  received  were  applied  to  the  purpose 
for  which  I  had  intended  them. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  by  the  Indians  on  Ash 
creek  in  farming  since  my  visit  last  year  ;  and  should  their  crops  escape 
the  ravages  of  the  grasshoppers,  which  have  devastated  a  portion  of 
the  Territory,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they  will  be  amply  repaid  for 
their  Jabor. 

On  the  Santa  Clara  river  much  greater  improvements  have  been 
made  in  farming  since  last  year  by  many  of  the  Indians.  ^*  Tot-sag- 
gabots,"  the  principal  chief  of  seven  bands  on  the  river,  has  under 
cultivation  about  sixty  acres,  and  expects  to  raise  a  suflSciency  for  him- 
self and  band,  and  a  surplus  to  trade  to  emigrants  who  are  passing 
and  repassing  to  and  from  California.  ^^  Captain  Jackson,"  another 
of  the  chiefs  on  this  river,  has  about  twelve  acres  in  corn  and  squashes; 
last  year  he  had  about  five,  and  in  almost  every  case  I  have  found 
that  the  implements  which  were  given  to  them  last  year  have  been 
attended  with  most  beneficial  results.  *' Isaac,"  who  is  a  chief  of  a 
band  on  Rio  Virgin  river,  has  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  small 
patch  on  this  river,  which  is  his  first  attempt,  and  in  which  I  believe 
he  will  be  tolerably  successful. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  aptness  of  many  of  these  Pied  Indians  for  the 
customs  and  manners  of  civilized  life,  I  will  relate  an  instance  which 
came  under  my  observation  during  my  visit  on  Santa  Clara  river. 
Mr.  Jacob  Hamblin,  who  resides  at  Fort  Clara,  has  four  apprenticed 
Pied  children,  consisting  of  two  girls,  one  aged  ten  and  the  other  about 
twelve  years,  who  have  been  under  the  instruction  of  his  wif  .^  about 
four  years.  He  informed  me  that  these  little  girls  had  spun  sufficient 
wool  during  the  spring  to  make  forty  yards  of  cloth,  besides  attend- 
ing to  other  household  duties,  such  as  milking,  &c,',  and  the  two 
boys,  of  about  the  same  age,  had  under  their  charge  a  flock  of  about 
three  hundred  head  of  sheep,  not  one  of  which  had  been  lost  through 
any  carelessness  on  their  part.  They  all  speak  the  English  language 
fluently.  Other  instances  of  a  similar  kind  might  be  cited,  but  I 
believe  sufficient  has  been  given  to  show  that,  by  proper  management, 
in  a  very  few  years,  these  red  children  of  the  mountains  might  be  meAe 
very  useful  members  of  society. 

*'  Sauriet  "  is  the  principal  chief  of  the  Utah  Indians.  This  band, 
numbering  seventy  lodges,  has  paid  their  annual  visit  to  the  settle- 
ments, and  conducted  themselves  in  a  very  peaceable  manner.  I  waa 
visited  by  the  old  chief,  who  solicited  some  presents  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  band.  I  gave  him  some  flour,  beef.  &c.;  he  likewise  received 
considerable  by  donations  from  citizens  of  different  settlements  through 
which  he  passed.  Before  closing  this  report,  I  would  state  that  con- 
tinued peace  and  prosperity  characterize  tfie  various  bands  of  Indians 
which  I  have  visit^jd  this  season,  and  all  reasonable  inducements  have 
been  extended  to  them  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  calculated  to  ad- 
vance their  interest,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  general  government. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  ARMSTRONG, 

Indian  Agent. 

His  Excellency  Brigham  Young, 

Governor  and  ex-officio  Superiniend&id  of  ludiau  AgaVr*. 
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No.  132. 

Office  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affaim, 

Oreat  Salt  Lake  City,  September  12,  1857. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  please  find  abstract  account  current  and  Touchers  froffl 
1  to35,  inclusive,  (also  abstract  of  employes,)  for  tbecurrent  quarter  upto 
this  date,  as,  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  the  mail,  I  have  dtemed  it  best 
to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  sending  by  private  conveyance 
not  knowing  when  I  may  have  another  chance. 

The  expenditures,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  papers,  aoQount  to 
$6,411  33,  for  which  I  have  drawn  ray  drafts  on  the  department  io 
favor  of  Hon.  John  M.  Bernhisel,  delegate  to  Congresa  from  this 
Territory.' 

You  will  also  observe  that  a  portion  of  those  expenditures  accrned 
prior  to  this  quarter,  which  may  need  a  word  of  explanation. 

Santa  Clara  is  in  Washington  county,  the  extreme  southern  county 
of  this  Territory,  and  this  labor  was  commenced  and  partly  performed ; 
seeds,  grain,  &c.,  furnished  prior  to  the  time  that  Major  ArmstroDg 
visited  these  parts  of  the  Territory  ;  hence  failed  to  find  its  way  into 
his  reports,  and  failed  being  included  in  mine,  because  the  accounts 
and  vouchers  were  not  sooner  brought  in,  and  hence  not  settled  until 
recently  ;  but  little  has  been  eifected  in  that  part  of  the  Territory  at 
the  expense  of  the  government,  although  much  has  been  done  by 
the  citizens  in  aiding  the  Indians  with  tools,  teams,  and  instruction 
in  cultivating  the  earth. 

The  bands  mentioned  are  parts  of  the  Pied  Indians,  who  are  ve^ 
numerous,  but  only  in  part  inhabit  this  Territory.  These  Indians 
are  more  easily  induced  to  labor  than  any  others  in  the  Territorv,  and 
many  of  them  are  now  engaged  in  the  common  pursuits  of  civilized 
life.  Their  requirements  are  constant  for  wagons,  ploughs,  spades, 
hoes,  teams,  and  harness,  &c.,  to  enable  them  to  work  to  advanta<'e. 

In  like  manner  the  Indians  in  Cache  valley  have  received  but  little 
at  the  expense  of  the  government,  although  a  sore  tax  upon  the 
people  west  and  along  the  line  of  the  California  and  Oregon  travel ; 
they  continue  to  make  their  contributions,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  with 
considerable  loss  ot  life  to  the  travellers.  This  is  what  1  have  always 
sought  by  all  means  in  my  power  to  avert ;  but  I  find  it  the  most  dif- 
ficult of  any  portion  to  control.  I  have  for  many  years  succeeded  bet- 
ter than  this.  I  learn,  by  report,  that  many  of  the  lives  of  the  emi- 
grants and  considerable  quantities  of  pro})urty  have  been  taken.  This 
is  principally  owing  to  a  company  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  re- 
turning Californians  who  travelled  these  roads  last  spring  to  the  east- 
ern States,  shooting  at  every  Indian  they  could  see — a  practice  utterly 
abhorent  to  all  good  people,  yet,  1  regret  to  say,  one  which  has  been 
indulged  to  a  great  extent  by  travellers  to  and  from  the  eastern  States 
and  California;  hence  the  Indians  regard  all  white  men  alike  their 
enemies,  and  kill  and  plunder  whenever  they  can  do  so  with  impunity, 
and  often  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  deeds  of  the  guilty. 

This  had  always  been  one  of  the  greatest  diflSculties  that  I  have  had 
to  contend  with  in  the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  Territory. 
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It  18  hard  to  make  an  Indian  believe  that  the  whites  are  their  friends, 
and  the  Great  Father  wishes  to  do  them  good,  when,  perhaps,  the  very 
next  party  which  crosses  their  path  shoots  them  down  like  wolves. 

This  trouble  with  the  Indians  only  exists  along  the  lino  of  travel 
west,  and  beyond  the  influence  of  our  settlements. 

The  Bhoshones  are  not  hostile  to  travellers,  so  far  as  they  inhabit 
this  Territory,  except  perhaps  a  few  called  "  snake  diggers,"  who  in- 
habit, as  before  stated,  along  the  lineof  travel  west  of  the  settlements. 

There  have,  however,  been  more  or  less  depredations  the  present 
season  north,  and  more  within  the  vicinity  of  the  settlements,  owing 
to  the  causes  above  mentioned,  and  I  find  it  of  the  utmost  difficulty 
to  restrain  them.  The  sound  of  war  quickens  the  blood  and  nerves  of 
an  Indian. 

The  report  that  troops  were  wending  their  way  to  this  Territory  has 
also  had  its  influence  upon  them.  In  one  or  two  instances  this  was 
the  reason  assigned  why  they  made  the  attacks  which  they  did  upon 
some  herds  of  cattle  ;  they  seemed  to  think  if  it  was  to  be  war,  they 
might  as  well  commence,  and  begin  to  lay  in  a  supply  of  food  when 
they  had  a  chance. 

If  I  am  to  have  the  direction  of  the  Indian  afiairs  of  this  Territory, 
and  am  expected  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians,  there 
are  a  few  things  that  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  to  be  done. 

First.  That  travellers  omit  their  infamous  practice  of  shooting  them 
down  when  they  happen  to  see  one.  Whenever  the  citizens  of  this  Ter- 
ritory travel  the  roads,  they  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  Indians  food, 
tobacco,  and  a  few  other  presents;  and  the  Indians  expect  some  such 
trifling  favor  ;  and  they  are  emboldened  by  this  practice  to  come  up  to 
the  road  with  a  view  of  receiving  such  presents.  When,  therefore, 
travellers  from  the  States  make  their  appearance  they  throw  themselves 
in  sight  with  the  same  view,  and  when  they  are  shot  at,  and  some  of 
their  numbers  killed,  as  has  frequently  been  the  case,  we  cannot  but 
expect  them  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  the  next  train. 

Second.  That  the  government  should  mjike  more  liberal  appro- 
priations to  be  expended  in  presents.  I  have  proven  that  it  is  far 
cheaper  to  feed  and  clothe  the  Indians  than  to  fight  them. 

I  find,  moreover,  that,  after  all,  when  the  fighting  is  over,  it  is  al- 
ways followed  by  extensive  presents,  which,  if  properly  distributed  in 
the  first  instance,  might  have  averted  the  fight. 

In  this  case,  then,  the  expense  of  presents  are  the  same  ;  and  it  is 
true  in  nine-tenths  of  the  cases  that  have  happened. 

Third.  The  troops  must  be  kept  away,  for  it  is  a  prevalent  fact  that 
wherever  there  are  the  most  of  these,  we  may  expect  to  find  the  j:jreat- 
est  amount  of  hostile  Indians,  and  the  least  security  to  persons  and 
property. 

If  these  three  items  could  be  complied  with,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that,  so  far  as  Utah  is  concerned,  travellers  could  tro  to 
and  from,  pass  and  repass,  and  no  Indian  would  disturb  or  molest 
them  or  their  property. 

In  regard  to  my  drafts,  it  appears  that  the  department  is  indisposed 
to  pay  them,  for  what  reason  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.     I  am  aware 
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that  Congress  separated  the  office  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
from  that  of  governor,  that  the  salary  of  governor  remained  the  same 
for  his  gubernatorial  duties,  and  that  the  superintendent's  was  fiftecD 
hundred.  I  do  think  that,  inasmuch  as  I  perform  the  duties  of  both 
offices,  I  am  entitled  to  the  pay  appropriated  for  it,  and  trust  that 
you  will  so  consider  it.  1  have  drawn  again  for  the  expenditure  of 
this  present  quarter,  as  above  set  ibrth.  Of  course  you  will  do  as  yoa 
please  about  paying,  as  you  have  with  you  the  drafts  for  the  two  last 
quarters. 

The  department  has  often  manifested  its  approval  of  the  manage^ 
ment  of  the  Indian  affairs  in  this  superintendency,  and  never  its  dis- 
approval. Why,  then,  should  1  be  subjected  to  such  annoyance  in 
regard  to  obtaining  the  funds  for  defraying  its  expenses  ?  Why  should 
I  be  denied  my  salary?  Why  should  appropriations  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians  of  this  Territory  be  retained  in  the  treasury, 
and  individuals  left  unpaid?  These  are  questions  I  leave  for  you  to 
answer  at  your  leisure,  and  meanwhile  submit  to  such  a  course  in  re- 
lation thereto  as  you  shall  see  fit  to  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG, 
Governor  and  ex-offido  Supt  of  Indian  Affairs^  U.  21 

Hon.  James  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs^ 

Washington  Cityj  D.  C, 


No.  133. 

Department  of  the  Interior. 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  November  11,  1857. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  12th  of  last  September  has  been 
received,  and  would  not  require  a  formal  reply  were  it  not  for  the 
efiTort  you  make  to  place  this  office  in  the  wrong,  when,  in  fact,  what- 
ever difficulties  exist  have  resulted  from  your  own  conduct. 

As  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  Utah  Territory,  it  was 
your  duty  to  keep  a  supervisory  control  over  the  different  agents,  and 
to  sec  that  they  did  not  exceed  their  authority.  It  was  your  duty, 
also,  to  notify  them  of  all  things  pertaining  to  their  duties,  and 
e8{)ecially  to  keep  them,  in  their  expenditures,  within  the  appropria- 
tions made  for  your  superintendency.  Their  reports  were  made  to 
you,  and  hy  you  transmitted  here.  You  cannot  therefore  plead 
ignorance  of  their  transactions. 

Knowing,  then,  the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  and  being  fully 
advised  of  the  affairs  of  the  agents,  and  that  money  could  not  be 
taken  out  of  the  treasury  without  an  act  of  Congress,  you  have  allowed 
the  drafts  to  exceed  the  appropriations  to  the  amount  of  $31,380  60, 
to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857.  When  the 
agents  were  notified  that  their  drafts  could  not  be  paid,  in  consequence 
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of  the  appropriations  having  heen  exhausted,  and  rebuked  for  ex- 
ceeding tliem,  they  replied  that  they  had  no  information  from  you  on 
the  sul3Ject.  These  communications  passed  through  your  hands,  and 
yet  you  seem  to  have  passed  them  by  unnoticed.  With  a  full  knowl- 
edge, then,  of  all  the  facts,  you  took  no  steps,  so  far  as  this  office  is 
informed,  to  protect  the  public  interests,  or  to  keep  your  subordinates 
within  the  proper  sphere  of  their  duties.  On  the  contrary,  you  seem 
to  have  been  disposed  to  encourage  these  things,  as  is  evidenced  in 
your  orders  to  Agent  Hunt,  sending  him  to  Carson's  Valley,  at  a 
heavy  expense  to  tlie  government^  when  it  was  well  known  that  the 
services  of  an  agent  were  not  required  in  that  quarter ;  and  again, 
when  you  fitted  out  an  expedition  yourself,  and  conducted  it  north- 
ward out  of  your  superintendency,  to  give  presents  to  Indians  not 
under  your  control. 

From  all  this  it  follows  that,  if  your  drafts  are  not  paid,  you  have 
no  right  to  complain,  because  you  knew  at  the  time  that  the  appro- 
priations on  which  they  were  drawn  were  exhausted.  But  even  if  the 
money  was  in  the  treasury  ready  for  the  Indian  service  in  Utah,  I  do 
not  see  how  it  can  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  your  drafts  until  they 
shall  have  first  passed  through  the  strictest  scrutiny  ;  for  the  depart- 
ment has  information  from  reliable  sources  that,  so  far  from  encour- 
aging amicable  relations  between  the  Indians  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  outside  of  your  own  immediate  community,  you  have 
studiously  endeavored  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  your  own  sect,  usually  known  as  Mor- 
mons, and  the  government,  and  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  ; 
that  the  former  were  their  friends  and  the  latter  their  enemies.  In 
addition  to  this,  you  have  been  denouncing  this  government  and 
threatening  an  armed  resistance  to  the  authorities  sent  out  by  the 
President.  Indeed,  unless  you  and  your  coadjutors  are  most  grossly 
misrepresented,  and  your  language  misquoted,  the  appearance  of  those 
authorities  among  you  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  prompt  you  to  an 
overt  act  of  treason. 

It  could  never  have  been  intended,  when  the  appropriations  were 
made  by  Congress,  that  the  money  should  be  used  in  arousing  savages 
to  war  against  our  own  citizens,  or  to  enable  a  subordinate  officer  to 
carry  on  treasonable  practices  against  his  government. 

The  rule  of  this  office  is  to  withhold  annuities  from  the  Indians 
whenever  they  place  themselves  in  a  hostile  or  antagonistic  attitude 
towards  the  government,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  same  rule 
should  not  be  applied  to  you  at  this  time.  But  as  the  appropriation 
has  been  exhausted,  it  is  not  necessary  to  consider  that  question  now. 

You  say  :  '^  The  troops  must  be  kept  away,  for  it  is  a  prevalent  fact 
that  wherever  there  are  the  most  of  these,  we  may  expect  to  find  the 
greatest  amount  of  hostile  Indians,  and  the  least  security  for  persons 
and  property." 

The  troops  are  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  and  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  he  would  not  send  them  to  Utah  Territory  unless 
there  was  a  necessity  for  so  doing  ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  wherever  the 
greatest  number  of  troops  are,  there  are  to  be  found  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  hostile  Indians^  it  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  troops  are  neces- 
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sarj  at  sncli  places  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  keep  the  Indians  in 
subjection. 

There  is  no  reason  why  persons  and  property  shonld  be  any  the  lea 
secure  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  troops,  nor  is  there  any  reason  why 
pecwealde  citizens  should  object  to  their  presence.  If  it  is  your  inten- 
tion to  preserve  peace,  the  troops  will  not  interfere  with  you  ;  but  if 
you  intend  otherwise,  then  it  is  necessary  that  the  troops  should  be 
on  the  ground  to  enforce  it. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  state  of  affkirs  should  exist; 
and  it  is  always  with  great  reluctance  that  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  American  citizens  should,  at  any  time,  require  the  strong  arm  of 
power  to  compel  obedience  to  the  law,  or  that  a  subordinate  officer 
should  so  far  forget  his  duty  as  to  use  his  official  position  to  injure  one 
portion  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  to  alienate  another  portion  from 
loyalty  to  their  government.  But  when  convinced  of  the  existence  of 
such  facts,  the  Chief  Executive  has  no  alternative  left  but  to  crush 
out  rebellion,  and  for  this  ])urpo8e  all  the  powers  of  the  government 
are  placed  under  his  control. 

Your  claim  for  double  salary  cannot  be  allowed  ;  for  even  if  it  did 
not  come  in  conflict  with  the  general  rule  which  forbids  the  payment 
of  two  salaries  at  the  same  time  to  the  same  person,  yet  you  could  "not  be 
entitled  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  you  became  superintendent  of  Indian 
afinirs  by  virtue  of  your  appointment  as  governor  of  the  Territory; 
and  although  these  offices  have  since  been  separated,  yet  you  had  not, 
at  the  date  of  your  communication,  been  relieved  from  the  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  them.  Your  other  accounts  will  be  examined  into,  and, 
whenever  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  the  expenditure  was  properly 
made,  they  will  be  paid,  should  Congress  make  an  appropriation  for 
that  purpose. 

You  say  :  '^  The  department  has  often  manifested  its  approval  of  the 
management  of  the  Indian  afiairs  in  this  snperintendency,  and  never 
its  dibapproval."  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  fact.  This  office  has 
often  found  fault  with  your  conduct,  and  to  prove  this  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  quote  your  own  language.  One  extract  from  your  communi- 
cation to  this  office,  dated  *'  Great  Salt  Lake  city,  June  26,  1855," 
will  suffice.  You  then  say:  **  For  the  last  two  years  I  have  experi- 
enced the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  my  accounts  adjusted  at  the 
department,  and,  when  they  have  finally  been  so  adjusted,  that  it  has 
been  done  by  suspending  and  duallotving  a  great  portion  thereof.*' 
Many  similar  extracts  might  by  given,  but  tliis  is  sufficient  to  estab- 
lish the  incorrectness  of  your  statement,  that  this  office  had  never 
manifested  its  disapproval  of  your  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant 

J.  W.  DENVER,  Commissioner. 

His  Excellency  Brigham  Young, 

Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory. 
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No.  134. 
oregon  and  washington  8uperintendency. 

Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 
Salem,  Oregon,  Sept,  1,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
submit  my  first  annual  report. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  agents  will  exhibit  detailed  statements 
of  the  condition  of  Indian  affairs  within  their  respective  agencies. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1857,  uni- 
ting Washington  and  Oregon  Territories  in  a  single  superintendency, 
I  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  in  Oregon  Territory  on  the  first  day 
of  May  last,  and  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  late  Commis- 
sioner Manypenny,  bearing  date  March  18.  After  reporting  upon 
the  condition  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  Territory,  I  proceeded  to  Olym- 
pia,  and  on  the  2d  of  June  relieved  Governor  Stevens,  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  Washington  Territory. 

The  union  of  the  two  Territories  has  thrown  an  amount  of  business 
upon  this  office  sufficient  to  occupy  my  entire  attention,  and  utterly 
precludes  the  practicability  of  my  giving  any  time  to  the  personal 
supervision  of  the  duties  of  agents  by  visiting  them,  or  the  tribes 
under  their  charge.  The  recent  and  general  state  of  hostilities  exist- 
ing in  both  Territories,  and  the  necessary  means  adopted  by  my  pre- 
decessors in  each  Territory  for  the  restoration  of  peace  has  necessarily 
and  directly  tended  to  complicate  our  relations  with  the  Indians,  and 
renders  the  duties  of  the  superintendent  more  arduous  and  difficult 
than  they  had  been  at  any  time  previous  to  the  general  outbreak. 

Previous  to  the  hostilities  of  1855,  the  few  collisions  with  the  In- 
dians had  been  with  detached  and  isolated  tribes  or  bands,  without 
any  attempt  on  their  part  to  confederate  their  forces  for  the  purpose 
of  common  hostilities.  While  some  of  those  collisions  have  doubtless 
grown  out  of,  and  have  to  some  extent  been  induced  by,  the  vicious 
and  reckless  conduct  of  a  few  unscrupulous  white  men,  for  whose  con- 
duct the  mass  of  the  community  can  in  no  way  be  held  responsible, 
the  facts  and  history  of  what  has  been  characterized  as  ^*  forays" 
will,  in  nearly  every  instance,  clearly  demonstrate  that  the  Indians 
have  been  the  aggressors,  and  that  the  whites  have  acted  on  the  de- 
fensive This  is  particularly  true  of  the  hostilities  of  1855,  which,  in 
its  details,  gives  abundant  evidence  of  a  well-matured  and  preconcerted 
plan  of  action,  by  the  formation  of  an  alliance  of  all  the  principal 
tribes  inhabiting  the  country  from  California  to  the  British  possessions. 

This  outbreak  was  long  predicted,  and  the  whites  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  were  frequently  admonished  of  their  danger  by 
friendly  Indians. 

The  first  acts  of  hostility,  in  the  murder  of  Bolon,  Matice,  and 
others,  in  the  Yakima  country,  was  the  signal  for  a  general  rising,  in 
which  the  Indians,  confident  in  strength pf  numbers  and  advantages 
in  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country,  expected  to  vanquish  and 
exterminate  what  they  regarded  as  their  natural  enemies. 
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Of  the  history  of  the  ensuiDg  war  and  its  rarions  incidents,  yon 
have  been  fully  advised  by  the  military,  the  snperintenaents  of  Indian 
affairs,  and  the  governors  of  the  two  Territories. 

While  it  is  not  ray  design  to  rewrite  the  history  of  the  war,  I  desire 
to  say  that  those  who  are  so  deluded  as  to  entertain  or  give  expres- 
sion to  the  opinion  that  the  war  of  1855  was  undertaken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  robbing  or  despoiling  the  Indians  are  greatly  mistaken  in 
their  deductions  from  facts  which  warrant  no  such  conclnsiooj. 
Errors  may  and  doubtless  have  been  committed  by  both  civil  and 
military  officers  in  their  connexion  with  the  war,  the  palliation  (^ 
which  is  no  part  of  my  duty.  But  he  who  deliberately  asserts  that 
the  people  of  the  two  Territories  abandoned  their  homes,  neglected 
their  private  affairs,  and  engaged  in  a  contest  with  an  overwhelming 
number  of  Indians,  generally  destitute  of  personal  property,  for  the 
sake  of  plunder,  betrays  a  credulity  to  be  pitied. 

The  result  of  the  war  evidently  disappointed  the  sanguine  expecti- 
tions  of  both  the  whites  and  the  Indians,  as  about  an  equal  number 
of  each  fell  in  the  various  conflicts. 

The  Indians,  by  superior  numbers  and  the  advantages  of  their 
peculiar  mode  of  warfare,  remained  unconquered,  and  the  result  of 
the  war  tended  to  convince  them  that  it  could  not  be  easily  dope;  » 
sort  of  armistice  was  declared,  and  the  Indians  contiguous  to  the  set- 
tlements, especially  those  belonging  to  the  southern  portion  of  Oregon, 
agreed  to  remove  to  the  reservations,  with  the  understanding  that 
they  should  be  subsisted  by  the  government,  whose  agents  negotiated 
the  peace ;  and  they  are  ready  to  take  up  arms  and  resume  hostilities 
whenever  the  government  cease  to  comply  with  its  part  of  the  con- 
tract, practically  offering  the  government  the  alternative  of  *' feeding 
or  fighting  them."  They  have  never  been  chastised  for  the  outrages 
committed  on  our  people,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  loss  and  de- 
struction of  some  of  their  personal  property,  they  have  suffered  but 
little  by  the  war,  while  its  results  have  emboldened  them,  and  tended 
to  produce  the  impression  in  their  minds  that  they  have  the  ability  to 
contend  successfully  against  the  entire  white  race.  The  effect  of  the 
late  war  has  been  to  render  the  management  of  the  Indians  much 
more  difficult  than  at  any  previous  time. 

Their  great  numbers,  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country,  together 
with  the  scattered  and  defenceless  state  of  the  settlements,  contributed 
to  their  success  in  their  marauding  and  plundering  expeditions ;  the 
provisions  and  cattle  captured  from  the  whites  afforded  them  ample 
subsistence,  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  far  superior  to  anythino*  that 
they  had  at  any  previous  time  enjoyed,  and,  as  they  have  never  been 
subdued,  it  is  but  natural  that  they  should  be  willing  to  resume  hos- 
tilities when  they  have  so  much  to  gain  and  so  little  to  loose  In 
fact,  the  southern  Indians  located  on  the  Silitz  are  constantly  telling 
the  agent  that  they  lost  more  by  sickness  last  winter  than  they  did  in 
all  of  the  preceding  ten  months'  war,  and  frequently  say  ^Ht  is  your 
peace  that  is  killing  lis." 

The  policy  of  exercising  a  vigilant  system  of  surveillance  over  the 
different  and  remotely  situated  bands  and  tribes  of  Indians  was 
adopted  by  my  predecessor,  particularly  in  Washington  Territory, 
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and  requires  a  large  number  of  local  and  special  agents  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  present  appearance  of  things  would  not  indicate  that  the 
services  of  these  temporary  agents  could  be  sai'ely  dispensed  with,  and 
I  would  therefore  desire  to  urge  upon  your  attention  the  necessity  of 
some  legal  provision  for  their  permanent  appointment. 

There  should  be  at  least  six  additional  full  agents  and  four  sub- 
agents  for  the  two  Territories. 

The  great  number  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  extensive  country  west 
of  the  Cascade  mountains,  and  bordering  upon  Puget's  Sound,  requires 
the  constant  and  vigilant  attention  of  at  least  three  full  agents  and 
three  sub-agents  where  there  is  now  but  a  single  agent  regularly 
appointed  by  the  government. 

When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  Sound  of  itself 
embraces  over  sixteen  hundred  miles  of  shore  line,  occupied  by  ten 
thousand  Indians  whose  management  is  rendered  a  hundred-fold 
more  diflBcult  by  reason  of  a  sparse,  widely  scattered,  and  defenceless 
white  population  living  in  their  midst,  I  think  that  the  necessity  of 
an  increase  of  agents  will  be  apparent. 

I  regard  our  relations  with  the  Indians  within  this  superintendency, 
and  especially  in  the  neighborhood  of  Puget's  Sound,  as  resting  upon 
a  very  precarious  basis,  and  the  Indians  liable  at  any  moment,  and  for 
the  most  trivial  cause,  to  assume  an  attitude  of  open  hostility. 

I  cannot  better  illustrate  their  condition  than  by  the  following 
extracts  from  my  report  of  the  16th  of  June  last: 

Great  evils  are  constantly  resulting  from  the  extensive  sale  of 
ardent  spirits  to  the  Indians. 

The  different  agents  do  all  in  their  power  to  abolish  this  nefarious 
trailic,  carried  on  by  unprincipled  white  men  ;  but  I  can  see  no  way 
to  accomplish  its  discontinuance  so  long  as  the  whites  and  Indians 
occupy  the  entire  country  in  common.  Even  the  small  reservations 
established  by  law,  and  where  the  intercourse  laws  ought  to  be 
enforced,  are  nearly  destitute  of  military  protection,  and  the  agents  in 
charge  left  to  their  own  resources  in  the  management  of  their  compli- 
cated and  responsible  duties. 

The  land  laws  which  permit  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
both  Washington  and  Oregon  Territories,  regardless  of  the  rights  of 
the  Indians,  render  the  intercourse  laws,  practically,  a  nullity.  Any 
man  who  has  the  least  idea  of  Indian  character  in  their  barbarous  and 
uncivilized  state  will  not  be  long  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to 
what  would  be  the  result  of  their  living  with  and  occupying  the 
country  in  common  with  the  whites. 

This  anomalous  condition  of  things  embarrassed  the  officers  of  the 
department  here  at  every  step,  and  renders  an  increase  of  agents  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  guard  and  protect  the  rights  of  the  Indians,  and 
prevent  constant  collisions  between  them  and  their  white  neighbors. 
It  is  useless  to  talk  about  pacifying  the  Indians,  and  cultivating 
friendly  relations  with  them  on  any  permanent  basis  so  long  as  they 
are  recognized  by  the  government  as  having  rights  to  the  soil ;  while 
those  rights  remain  unextinguished,  they  regard  the  government  as 
ignoring  them,  and  look  upon  every  white  settler  as  an  emmissary 


fi06  REPORT  OF  THE 

sent  here  to  rob  and  despoil  them  of  what  they  claim  as  their  inherit- 
ance. 

Even  the  treaties  which  have  been  made  remain,  with  but  few 
exceptions,  unratified  and  of  the  few  that  have  been  ratified,  but  few 
have  been  fulfilled. 

Those  delays  and  disappointments,  together  with  the  unfulfilled 
promises  which  have  been  made  to  them,  has  had  the  eflFect  to  destroy 
their  confidence  in  the  veracity  of  the  government  agents  ;  and  now, 
when  new  promises  are  made  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  conciliatiog 
their  friendship,  they  only  rogaid  them  as  an  extension  of  a  very  long 
catalogue  of  falsehood  already  existing. 

The  extension  and  increase  of  white  settlements  is  daily  rendering 
our  relations  with  them  more  diflScult,  and  would  seem  to  indicate  tbe 
necessity  of  some  means  for  the  separation  of  the  two  races. 

The  present  condition  of  things  cannot  last  long,  and  some  perma- 
nent policy  must  be  speedily  adopted  by  the  government  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  whites  and  subsistence  of  the  Indians.  As  the  lands  of 
the  latter  are  entirely  occupied  by  the  whites,  their  means  of  obtaining 
a  living  are  greatly  curtailed. 

The  wants  of  those  ^^  untutored  wards  of  the  government  "  should  be 
supplied,  and  their  rights  protected,  unless  the  government  has  deter- 
mined that  they  should  be  doomed  to  extermination  at  the  hands  of 
the  whites. 

I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  over- 
come in  order  to  separate  the  two  races.  The  rapid  encroachment  of 
the  white  settlements  on  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  mountains  leaves  no 
country  co  which  the  Indians  can  be  assigned,  without  incurring-  the 
hostility  of  the  present  owners  and  occupants;  and  I  see  no  way  to 
ameliorate  their  condition  and  prolong  their  existence,  except  to  collect 
them  on  reservations,  and  give  them  a  subsistence  until  such  time  as 
they  can  be  induced  to  obtain  it  for  themRelves  by  agriculture. 

Whatever  policy  may  finally  be  adopted  in  relation  to  these  unfor- 
tunate people,  I  can  assure  you  that  none  can  be  worse,  ojr  productive 
of  more  evil  to  both  them  and  the  whites,  than  the  present  joint  and 
promiscuous  occupation  of  the  country;  and  so  long  as  it  is  continued 
you  may  expect  periodical  reports  of  ^^  Indian  difftcfiUtea."  The  gov- 
ernment having  ratified  the  treaties  with  the  Indians  of  the  Willa- 
mette, the  Umpqua,  and  Rogue  River  valleys,  those  Indians  have 
been  collected  and  subsisted  by  the  government  at  the  Grand  Ronde 
and  Silitz,  (coast  reservation.) 

According  to  the  census,  there  are  two  thousand  and  forty-nine  at 
the  Silitz,  twelve  hundred  at  the  Grande  Ronde,  and  six  hundred 
and  ninety  at  the  mouth  of  the  Umpqua,  making  a  total  of  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  who  are  dependent  on  the 
government  for  their  support. 

In  addition  to  thc'se,  there  are  four  remnants  of  tribes  scattered 
along  the  coast  south,  from  the  Columbia  river  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Tillamook,  who  are  under  the  charge  of  Sub-agent  Raymond  ;  they 
number  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  souls,  and  have  received  some  little 
support  from  the  government. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  enumeration,  I  estimate  that  there  are 
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tcattered  along  the  coast,  in  Oregon,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Indians  who  have  never  been  collected  and  taken  to  the  reservations. 
Those  are  mostly  lawless,  wandering  vagabonds,  who  live  in  the  moun- 
tains, engaged  in  plundering  remote  settlements  as  opportunities  occur. 
You  will  observe,  by  the  foregoing,  that  the  number  of  Indians  in 
Oregon  west  of  the  Cascade  mountains  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty,  and  I  think  that  the  enume- 
ration can  be  relied  on  as  very  nearly  accurate. 

According  to  the  most  recent  and  reliable  estimates,  the  total  num- 
ber of  Indians  in  Oregon  is  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  in 
Washington  Territory  twenty-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve ; 
making  the  total  of  Indians  within  this  superintendency  thirty-three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twelve. 

At  the  Grande  Ronde  and  Silitz,  as  you  will  observe  by  the  reports 
of  Agents  Miller  and  Metcalf,  extensive  improvements  have  been  made 
in  the  way  of  fencing,  breaking  land,  and  putting  up  buildings  for  the 
use  and  comfort  of  the  tribes  located  at  these  points. 

The  expenses  of  those  improvements  have  been  necessarily  large, 
resulting  in  part  from  the  high  price  of  labor  on  this  coast,  and  in 
part  from  the  system  that  has  been  pursued  by  the  department  of 
withholding  funds,  and  compelling  the  agents  to  make  their  pur- 
chases on  credit  at  prices  much  higher  than  they  could  be  made  for 
cash. 

But  little  will  be  realized  this  year  from  the  crops  put  in  upon  the  re- 
servations, as  the  ground  is  new,  and  the  season,  owing  to  the  drought, 
remarkably  unfavorable.  The  Indians  will  therefore  require  the 
continued  assistance  of  the  government  until  they  are  in  a  condition 
to  raise  somethinsr  for  themselves.  By  receiving  the  necessary  encour- 
agement and  assistance  from  the  government,  those  people  may,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  be  enabled  to  raise  suflScient  to  supply  their 
wants  ;  but  so  far  as  their  ultimate  civilization  or  Christianization  is 
concerned,  I  am  convinced  that  all  such  ideas  are  Utopian  and  im- 
practicable. 

The  sources  from  which  they  are  expected  to  receive  those  blessings 
contain  the  elements  of  their  destruction  ;  and  it  is  a  melancholy  fact 
that  the  Indians  within  this  superintendency  who  have  been  brought 
in  the  most  direct  contact  with  the  whites,  and  who  have  had  the  best 
opportunities  of  observing  the  benefits  of  civilization,  have  profited 
the  least  by  such  advantages.  They  have  acquired  all  the  vices  of  the 
white  man  without  any  of  his  virtues  ;  and  while  the  last  fifteen  years 
has  witnessed  the  most  frightful  diminution  in  their  numbers,  their 
deterioration,  morally,  physically,  and  intellectually,  has  been  equally 
rapid.  Starvation,  disease,  and  bad  whiskey  combined  is  rapidly  deci- 
mating their  numbers,  and  will  soon  relieve  the  government  of  their 
charge. 

The  region  of  country  east  of  the  Cascade  mountains  is  daily  be- 
coming of  more  importance  to  the  whites,  by  reason  of  the  discovery 
of  gold  in  its  northern  limits,  and  its  being  traversed  by  the  great 
thoroughfares  leading  to  the  States.  Our  people  are  being  continually 
brought  in  contact  with  its  Indian  occupants,  which  compose  several 
numerous  and  warlike  tribes.     In  order  to  maintain  friendly  relatioxw^ 
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with  them,  and  prevent  constant  difficulties,  it  requires  the  presence  of 
several  reliable  agents. 

The  treaties  negotiated  with  those  interior  tribes  never  having  been 
ratified,  they  are  averse  to  the  occupation  of  their  country  by  white 
settlers,  and  every  endeavor  has  been  made  to  prevent  intrusion  ujmn 
their  lands  until  such  time  as  the  government  shall  decide  upon  the 
disposition  to  be  made  of  the  treaties. 

In  order  to  relieve  and  quiet  their  apprehensions  in  relation  to  the 
occupation  of  their  country  by  our  people,  I  directed  Agent  Land*- 
dale,  on  his  trip  to  the  Flathead  country,  to  explain  to  them  the  &il- 
ure  of  the  government  to  comply  with  its  promises  by  reason  of  the 
non-ratification  of  the  treaties,  and  to  assure  them  that  their  Ian* 
should  not  be  taken  from  them  without  receiving  a  fair  compensation. 
They  were  also  informed  that,  until  those  treaties  were  ratified,  tkr 
could  expect  nothing  from  the  government  in  the  shape  of  annuifo 
or  subsistence. 

I  would  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  throw  open  the  Walli- 
Walla  valley  to  settlement.  It  is  an  advanced  point  in  the  interior, 
which,  if  occupied,  would  protect  and  increase  the  facilities  for  an  oTer- 
land  communication  with  the  States.  The  Walla- Walla  is  a  rich  val- 
ley, unsurpassed  in  its  qualities  as  a  grazing  country,  and  a  desirable 
locality  for  a  white  settlement.  It  has  already  been  purchased  by  the 
treaties  made  by  Governor  Stevens  and  late  Superintendent  Palmer 
with  the  Cayuses  and  Nez  Perces. 

As  the  treaties  have  never  been  ratified,  the  country  is  not  wn- 
sidered  open  to  settlement.  I  understand  that  the  Indians  expre^ 
some  dissatisfaction  at  those  treaties,  which  may  render  their  modifi- 
cation necessary. 

The  only  portion  of  the  country  east  of  the  Cascade  niouiitain.s  now 
occupied  by  our  citizens  is  that  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Dalles, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Columbia  river. 

This  country  belongs  to  the  Indians  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty 
of  the  25th  of  June,  1855.  They  have  been  great  sufferers  by  reason 
of  the  occupation  of  their  country  by  the  whites,  and  have  never  re- 
ceived any  compensation.  I  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend 
that  the  treaty  entered  into  between  those  people  and  late  Superin- 
tendent Palmer  on  the  25th  of  June,  1855,  be  immediately  ratified, 
and  funds  appropriated  for  its  execution. 

The  treaty  referred  to  is  liberal  in  its  provisions  ;  the  Indians  who 
are  parties  to  it  have  exhibited  good  faith  towards  our  government. 
They  have  been  deprived  of  their  lands,  and,  the  United  States  having 
received  all  the  benefits  of  the  treaty,  I  think  that  justice,  as  well  as 
good  policy,  should  induce  the  government  to  comply  with  their  part 
of  the  contract. 

I  would  also  earnestly  recommend  that  the  treaties  negotiated  by 
Governor  Stevens  with  the  Indians  in  Washington  Territory  west  of 
the  Cascade  mountains  be  ratified  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  it  will  be 
difficult  to  restrain  the  Indians  who  are  parties  to  those  treaties  much 
longer  by  mere  promises. 

A  treaty  was  negotiated  by  late  Superintendent  Palmer  on  the  11th 
of  August,  1855.  with  the  various  tribes  inhabiting  the  coast  from  the 
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month  of  the  Columhia  river  southward  to  the  California  line.  Those 
tribes  were  confederated  by  the  treaty  referred  to,  and  consist  of  the 
Tillamooks,  Goose  Bay,  Coquille,  Too-too-to-neys,  Chetco,  Senslaws, 
Clatsup,  and  Lower  Umpqua  Indians. 

A  portion  of  those  people  have  already  been  moved  to  the  reserva- 
tion, while  others  remain  upon  their  original  lands.  Much  of  their 
lands  have  been  taken  and  occupied  by  the  whites,  and  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  treaty  made  with  them  by  the  late  Superintendent 
Palmer  be  ratified. 

The  Chehalis  and  Cowlitz  Indians  claim  a  large  and  valuable  dis- 
trict of  country  in  the  heart  of  the  settled  portion  of  Washington  Ter- 
ritory, between  the  Columbia  river  and  Puget's  Sound.  They  have 
never  been  treated  with,  but  are  anxious  to  sell  their  country.  I 
would  recommend  that  a  treaty  be  concluded  with  them  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  rights  to  the  soil. 

My  own  observation  in  relation  to  the  treaties  which  have  been 
made  in  Oregon  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  in  most  instances  the 
Indians  have  not  received  a  fair  compensation  for  the  rights  which 
they  have  relinquished  to  the  government. 

It  is  too  often  the  case  in  such  negotiations  that  the  agents  of  the 
government  are  over  anxious  to  drive  a  close  bargain ;  and  when  an 
aggregate  amount  is  mentioned,  it  appears  large,  without  taking  into 
consideration  that  the  Indians,  in  the  sale  and  surrender  of  their  coun- 
try, are  surrendering  all  their  means  of  obtaining  a  living ;  and  when 
the  small  annuities  come  to  be  divided  throughout  the  tribe,  it  ex- 
hibits but  a  pitiful  and  meagre  sum  for  the  supply  of  their  individual 
wants.  The  Indians,  receiving  so  little  for  the  greafsurrender  which 
they  have  made,  begin  to  conclude  that  they  nave  been  defrauded ; 
they  become  dissatisfied,  and  finally  resort  to  arms,  in  the  vain  hope 
of  regaining  their  lost  rights,  and  the  government  expends  millions 
in  the  prosecution  of  a  war  which  might  have  been  entirely  avoided 
by  a  little  more  liberality  in  their  dealings  with  a  people  who  have 
no  very  correct  notions  of  the  value  of  money  or  property.  A  notable 
instance  of  this  kind  is  exhibited  in  the  treaty  of  September  10,  1858, 
with  the  Rogue  River  Indians.  That  tribe  has  diminished  more  than 
one-half  in  numbers  since  the  execution  of  the  treaty  referred  to. 
They,  however,  number  at  present  nine  hundred  and  nine  souls. 

The  country  which  they  ceded  embraces  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
valuable  portion  of  the  Rogue  River  valley,  embracing  a  country  un- 
surpassed in  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  value  of  its  gold  mines ;  and 
the  compensation  which  those  nine  hundred  and  nine  people  now 
living  receive  for  this  valuable  cession  is  forty  thousand  dollars,  in 
sixteen  equal  annual  instalments  of  two  thousand  five  htmdred  dollars 
each,  a  fraction  over  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  annum  to  the 
person,  which  is  the  entire  means  provided  for  their  clothing  and 
sustenance. 

When  those  Indians  look  back  to  the  valuable  country  which  they 
have  sold,  abounding,  as  it  does,  with  fish  and  game  and  rich  gold 
fields,  it  is  but  natural  that  they  should  conclude  that  the  |2  50  per 
annum  was  a  poor  compensation  for  the  rights  they  relinquished.  It 
is  true  that  the  government  can  congratulate  itself  upon  the  excel- 
39 
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lence  of  its  bargains,  while  the  millions  of  dollars  subsequently  spent 
in  subduing  those  people  has  failed  to  convince  them  that  they  haye 
been  fairly  dealt  with. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  large  and  constantlj 
increasing  number  of  claims  for  indemnification  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted bv  the  different  tribes  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territoriei 
during  the  existence  of  the  difficulties  within  the  last  two  years  have 
accumulated  in  this  office.  Those  claims  have  been  submitted  by  our 
citizens  with  the  general  understanding  that  the  general  government 
would  indemnify  them  for  losses  sustained  by  reason  of  its  failure  to 
reciprocate  their  allegiance  by  that  protection  which  they,  as  Ameri- 
can citizens,  claim  that  they  have  a  right  to  demand  at  the  hancbof 
their  government. 

The  persons  who  have  been  sufferers  by  the  hostilities  of  the  In- 
dians in  the  two  Territories  have  been  legally  in  the  country ;  hamg 
been  invited  by  the  government  to  settle  the  country,  the  protection  of 
the  <:rovernment  is  impliedly  promised. 

Many  of  those  persons  who  now  present  claims  for  indemnification 
had,  by  long  years  of  toil  and  patient  endurance  of  all  the  hardships 
and  deprivations  incident  to  frontier  life,  accumulated  a  competence 
for  their  declining  years,  imagining  themselves  secure  in  their  pos- 
sessions under  the  protection  of  their  government ;  but  the  hostilitiei 
of  1855  swept  them  of  their  hard  earnings,  and  has  left  them  to  lan- 
guish in  the  most  abject  want  and  penury.  Many  of  them  are  aged, 
while  others  are  widows  and  orphans,  deprived  of  their  natural  pro- 
tectors at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  hand  that  robbed  and  de- 
spoiled them  of  their  property. 

If  there  ever  was  a  meritorious  class  of  claimants  for  indemnification, 
it  is  those  persons  ;  and  I  desire  to  urge  that  some  means  be  adopted 
to  compensate  them  for  their  losses. 

The  17th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1834,  is  wholly 
inapplicable  to  this  class  of  claims.  That  act  provides  that  claims  for 
Indian  spoliations  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  be  first 
submitted  to  the  nation  or  tribe  who  committed  the  depredations  for 
satisfaction;  and  if  such  nation  or  tribe  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
make  satisfaction  in  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  twelve  mouths, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent,  agent,  or  sub  agent,  to 
make  returns  of  his  doings  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  that 
such  further  steps  may  be  taken  as  shall  be  proper,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  to  obtain  satisfaction  for  the  injury. 

The  act  also  guarantees  to  the  party  injured  an  eventual  indemnifi- 
cation by  the  United  States.  No  claim  for  property  stolen  or  destroyed 
ever,  to  my  knowledge,  been  presented  to  any  of  the  tribes  within  this 
superintendency  for  their  action. 

Any  such  presentation  to  the  tribes  would  be  a  piece  of  useless  folly, 
for  the  reason  tliat  in  most  instances  it  is  not  known,  in  the  general 
state  of  war  which  existed,  what  identical  tribe  or  band  committed  the 
outrages  complaiued  of;  in  many  instances  the  perpetrators  are  dead 
or  still  hostile,  and  those  who  survive  and  have  been  reduced  to  sub- 
mission, are  not  disposed  to  acknowledge  any  of  their  crimes,  and  in 
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every  instance  would  deny  their  participation  and  refuse  to  assent  to 
indemnification. 

Even  if  they  should  make  the  admission  of  their  crimes,  and  declare 
their  willingness  to  make  reparation,  it  is  totally  be>ond  their  ability 
to  perform.  Those  Indians  with  whom  we  have  treaties  are  them- 
selves in  a  state  of  starvation  and  destitution,  and  their  annuities, 
would  not  pay  one  cent  on  the  dollar  for  the  property  they  have  de 
stroyed. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  means  be  adopted  for  the  relief 
of  these  suflferers  and  claimants  upon  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of 
Congress.  There  should  be  an  appropriation  made  to  pay  the 
claims  as  they  are  presented,  and  if  any  doubt  exists  as  to  their  justice, 
a  commission  might  be  appointed  to  investigate  them. 

The  greatest  embarrassment  has  been  experienced  within  this  su- 
perintendency  for  the  last  year  for  the  want  of  funds;  the  outstanding 
and  unpaid  claims  against  the  dspartment,  amounting  to  over  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  has  totally  destroyed  its  credit,  and  persons 
who  have  rendered  services  and  furnished  supplies  begin  to  conclude 
that  they  never  will  be  paid. 

The  natural  result  of  this  delay  in  remitting  funds  has  tended  to 
embarrass  the  officers  here,  and  made  it  necessary  to  pay  more  for  sup- 
plies, in  depreciated  government  promises,  than  the  same  purchases 
could  be  made  for  in  cash.  It  is  hoped  that  these  embarrassments 
may  be  speedily  relieved. 

The  tn  aty  negotiated  in  1855  with  the  Flathead  Indians  should 
be  confirmed;  their  country  is  the  thoroughfare  of  good  routes  from  the 
northwestern  States  to  the  Columbia  valley.  They  were  parties  to 
the  Blackfeet  council  and  the  treaty,  which  provides  compensation 
only  for  the  Blackfeet,  leaving  the  Flatheads  to  be  compensated  by 
their  own  special  treaty.  The  Flatheads  have  constantly  observed 
the  provisions  of  the  Blackfeet  treaty,  and  from  time  immemorial 
have  been  firm  in  their  friendship  for  our  people. 

During  the  recent  Indian  difficulties  they  evinced  every  disposition 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  government,  and  often  declared  to 
the  agent  that  they  would  not  harbor  the  hostilesin  their  country.  It 
is  their  boast  that  they  have  never  shed  the  blood  of  the  white  man. 
Good  faith  towards  them  requires  the  prompt  confirmation  of  the 
treaty,  which  is  also  called  for  as  an  efficient  and  indispensable  means 
to  maintain  their  peaceable  disposition.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that, 
with  the  confirmation  of  the  treaty  and  the  presence  of  a  reliable  agent, 
those  Indians  can  be  easily  managed.  The  experiment,  fairly  tried, 
of  teaching  them  the  usages  of  civilized  life,  and  with  the  necessary 
safeguards  thrown  around  them  against  the  mischievous  influenoes 
always  attending  the  advance  of  our  settlements  into  an  Indian  coun- 
try, when  measures  have  not  been  taken  to  separate  the  two  races,  I 
think  will  result  in  their  permament  benefit. 

The  treaties  negotiated  in  1855  with  the  Nez  Perces,  Walla- Wallas, 
Cayuses,  Umatilas,  and  Yakimas,  I  regard  as  of  great  importance  with 
reierence  to  the  policy  to  be  adopted  by  the  government  in  relation>to 
these  great  interior  tribes. 

No  treaties  have  yet  been  ratified  with  the  Bpokanes.  and  other 
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tribes  bordering  on  our  northern  boundary  east  of  the  Cascade  rnonn- 
tains.  The  discovery  of  gold  mines  in  that  region  will  bring  oar 
people  in  direct  contact  with  those  Indians,  and  I  think  that  the  super- 
intendent should  be  authorized  to  negotiate  treaties  with  them.  It  is 
said  that  a  large  colony  of  Mormons  from  ^alt  Lake  have  established 
themselves  on  Salmon  river,  within  this  superinteDdency;  thatthej 
are  supplying  the  Indians  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  inciting 
them  to  hostilities.  I  have  no  positive  information  on  the  subject  m 
yet,  but  have  taken  steps  to  ascertain  the  facts  relative  thereto,  aod 
when  I  am  advised  will  report  accordingly. 

It  is  but  proper  that  I  should  state  that  the  Indians  who  commitled 
the  first  act  of  hostilities  in  the  cold- blooded  and  inhnman  murder  of 
Sub-agent  Bolon  are  still  running  at  large. 

In  an  interview  which  I  had  with  Brigadier  General  Clark,  cam- 
mandiog  this  department,  at  the  Dalles  on  the  30th  of  Jane,  I  urged 
upon  him  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  demand  upon  the  Takimi 
tribe  for  the  surrender  of  those  murderers.  From  the  tenor  of  thi 
general's  remarks  at  the  time,  I  was  led  to  conclude  that  the  demand 
would  be  promptly  made;  subsequently,  under  date  of  July  2,  I 
received  a  letter  from  the  general,  asking  me  to  submit  my  views  od 
the  subject  in  writing.  I  herewith  transmit  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence. I  have  to  regret  the  view  the  general  has  taken  of  the  matter, 
especially  as  a  temporizing  policy  is  poorly  calculated  to  inspire  re- 
spect in  the  minds  of  the  Indians;  knowing  that  there  was  a  large 
military  force  in  the  interior,  I  had  hoped  that  a  different  policy  woold 
be  adopted. 

There  are  still  a  few  vagabond  and  outlaw  Indians  lurking  about 
in  the  mountains  contiguous  to  the  Umpqua  and  Rogue  River  valleje; 
they  were  desperadoes  who  originally  refused  to  surrender  and  re- 
move to  the  reservations ;  and  the  character  of  the  country  which 
they  inhabit  renders  them  more  difficult  to  find  than  ever  the  Indians 
of  Florida  were.  They  are  constantly  pouncing  upon  the  exposed 
settlements,  killing  stock,  robbing  and  burning  houses,  and  murder- 
ing the  occupants.  The  location  and  marauding  character  of  those 
Indians  lender  them  capable  of  inflicting  great  injury  upon  the 
whites,  and  it  is  feared  that  they  will  form  a  nucleus  around  which 
the  late  hostile  Indians  upon  the  Silitz  will  rally,  if  they  put  in  eze- 
eution  their  oft-repeated  threats  of  leaving  the  reservation. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  this  office  te  induce  those  hostiles  to 
come  to  terms  of  submission.  A  special  agent  has  been  despatched, 
and  is  now  in  their  country,  lor  the  purpose  of  securing  and  removing 
them  to  the  reservation.  I  have  little  hopes  of  his  success,  and  see 
no  way  that  the  settlers  in  those  infested  neighborhoods '  can  rid 
themselves  of  the  nuisance,  unless  they  can  hit  upon  some  mode  for 
their  extermination,  a  result  which  would  occasion  no  regrets  at  this 
office. 

A  remnant  of  the  Chetco  and  Pistel  River  Indians,  who  refused  to 
emigrate  te  the  reservations  with  the  bodies  of  their  tribes,  are  cre- 
ating some  difficulty  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  Territory.  I 
enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  Captain  Tichnor 
relative  thereto. 
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The  Indians  within  this  superintendency  have  no  correct  know- 
ledge of  the  power  and  extent  of  the  United  States,  and  regard  each 
of  the  immigrating  parties  of  whites  they  see  occasionally  passing 
through  their  country  as  a  distinct  and  entire  tribe.  Some  of  them 
entertain  the  notion  that  the  entire  white  tribe  has  immigrated  to 
thi/i  coast,  and  that  if  they  could  succeed  in  exterminating  or  driv- 
ing them  out  of  their  country,  they  never  would  be  subjected  to  a 
similar  annoyance  from  the  same  source.  In  view  of  this  mistaken 
notion  entertained  by  them,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  pro- 
yision  being  made  for  a  few  of  the  chieis  of  the  principal  tribes  to 
visit  the  States  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  extent  and  pouer 
of  the  American  people.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  few  thousand  dollars 
expended  in  this  way  would  have  a  salutary  influence  in  their  future 
management,  and  be  productive  of  much  more  benefit  to  them  and 
our  government  than  twice  the  amount  spent  for  powder  and  ball. 
Many  of  them  express  an  anxiety  to  make  the  trip,  and  I  would 
earnestly  recommend  that  means  be  taken  to  gratify  their  desires. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  different  agents 
and  employes  within  this  superintendency  appear  to  be  animated 
with  a  proper  zeal  for  the  public  service,  and  do  all  in  their  power  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  government. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  which 
exists  for  dividing  this  superintendency  into  three  superintendencies. 
While  the  two  Territories  formed  each  a  superintendent  district,  there 
was  ample  business  for  two  superintendents.  Thirty  thousand  Indians, 
in  the  condition  of  the  Indians  of  this  superintendency,  are  more  than 
a  single  superintendent  can  properly  manage.  I  would  therefore 
recommend  that  the  district  be  divided  into  three  separate  superin- 
tendencies, as  follows:  one  superintendent  for  Oregon,  west  of  the 
Cascade  mountains,  and  one  for  Washington  Territory,  west  oi  the 
Cascade  mountains ;  the  country  east  of  those  mountains,  in  both 
Territories,  should  be  erected  into  a  separate  superintendency.  The 
Indians  in  the  latter  district  are  very  different  in  their  character  and 
habits  from  those  west  oi  the  mountains,  and  require  the  constant  and 
vigilant  attention  of  a  superintendent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  NESMITH, 
Sup*t  Indian  Afairsy  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  ^  Washington  City,  D,  C, 


No.  135. 

Bbllinoham  Bat  Agbnct, 
Washington  Terriforyj  June  18,  1857. 

Sir  :  According  to  your  directions,  I  herewith  submit  my  annual 
report  relative  to  the  Indians  under  my  charge.  From  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Indian  war  I  have  had  under  my  wjl^^xVykvwi  S^xt^^ 
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tribes  of  Indians,  besides  straggling  ones  from  the  back  country.  The 
tribes  are  designated  here  as  the  Neuk-sack,  Samish^  and  LunimiB, 
who  were  placed  in  my  charge,  together  with  a  portion  of  the  Neuk- 
wers  and  Sia-man-nas,  who  live  in  the  back  country  on  the  lakes  and 
streams  adjacent.  The  total  number  of  all — men,  women ,  and  children- 
estimated  at  twelve  hundred. and  fifty,  divided  as  follows:  Neuk- 
sacks,  four  hundred  and  fifty  ;  Lummis,  five  hundred  and  ten  ;  Sam- 
ish,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  and  the  Sticks,  or  Neuk-wers,  and  Sia-man- 
nas,  about  two  hundred.  From  our  position  here,  on  the  extreme 
northern  boundary  of  our  Territory  and  the  British  possessions^  it 
makes  the  duty  of  the  agent  here  more  difficult  than  it  other wi« 
would  be  if  situated  more  interior.  During  the  last  war  I  had  verj 
little  difficulty  with  any  of  my  Indians  until  we  had  an  increase  of 
whiskey  boats  in  our  waters.  As  soon  as  one  of  those  gets  in  sight  of 
a  village,  there  is  no  more  work ;  no  matter  what  they  are  doing- 
fishing,  hunting,  planting,  it  is  all  one  thing — everything  is  dropped 
until  they  have  had  what  liquor  they  want,  and  have  recovered  from 
their  intoxication.  I  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  watch  the  move- 
ments among  them  all  myself,  and  accordingly  hired  an  assistant, 
and  on  one  or  two  occasions  have  had  the  same  for  a  day  or  two.  By 
constant  diligence  I  have,  with  the  aid  of  my  assistant,  suppressed^  in 
a  manner,  a  great  deal  of  liquor  vending,  but  have  not  entirely— I 
wish  that  I  could  say  that  I  had — eradicated  the  scourge  from  our 
shores.  I  am  constantly  on  the  alert  for  them  ;  have  had  two  or  three 
of  them  arrested,  and  one  has  just  returned  from  the  post  at  Steila- 
coom,  after  a  three  months'  incarceration  in  the  cells  of  the  guard- 
house. The  only  difficulty  that  I  have  ever  apprehended  from  any  of 
my  charge  on  the  salt  water  is  from  the  influence  of  whiskey. 

The  Neuk-sacks,  or  that  portion  of  my  charge  living  in  the  interior, 
or  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Baker,  during  the  last  war  held  themselves 
aloof  from  the  whites,  and  for  over  four  months  previous  to  the  dose 
not  one  of  them  came  into  the  settlements  or  visited  my  house ;  in  fact, 
I  could  not  see  any  of  them,  nor  could  I  get  them  to  come  down  until 
the  Jesuit  priests  came  here  last  fall.  I  will  here  state  that,  owing  to 
the  distance  apart  of  the  different  tribes,  or  their  places  of  living,  I 
have  never  had  them  on  reserves  or  reservations,  but  have  let  them 
follow  their  own  inclinations  as  usual,  but  frequently  visiting  them  in 
the  different  villages  and  places  of  abode.  As  a  general  thing  their 
women  are  very  industrious,  and  do  the  most  of  the  work,  and  procure 
the  principal  part  of  their  sustenance ;  they  cultivate  potatoes,  and  gene- 
rally have  a  superabundance,  so  that  they  dispose  of  a  great  many  to  the 
whites,  by  which  means  they  procure  the  greater  part  of  their  clothing. 
They  have  an  abundance  of  fish;  salmon  is  the  principal  stnad-by; 
also  shell  fish  of  all  kinds;  in  fact,  I  think  that  I  never  saw  a  country 
so  well  adapted  for  the  Indians  to  live  in  as  this.  During  my  avoca- 
tion as  agent  I  have  never  had  to  feed  them,  when  most  of  the  tribes 
on  the  Sound  were  penned  up  on  reservations  and  fed — only  giving 
them,  occasionally,  some  little  presents  furnished  me  by  the  Indian 
Department,  viz :  pipes  and  tobacco,  thread,  buttons,  and,  in  some 
instances,  shirts,  and  very  few,  if  any,  blankets.  The  only  food  that 
*has  been  issued  by  me  has  Vvitiulo  l\io^^  who  were  hired  by  the  depart- 
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ment,  or  to  some  of  the  old;  but  the  principal  part  has  been  issued  to 
the  sick  and  destitute. 

The  general  impression  is,  that  the  causes  of  mortality  increase  with  . 
them  as  civilization  approaches  ;  but  I  think  that  I  can  safvly  say  that 
it  has  not  been  so  here.  As  yet  the  only  causes  of  any  amount  are  con- 
sumption and  the  old  diseases;  the  latter  appear  to  take  off  more  than 
any  other  disease  among  them  They  are  all  intermarried  with  one 
another — i.  e.,  the  different  tribes — but  still  hold  tenaciously  to  their 
own  territory,  as  they  call  their  several  domains. 

The  Samish,  as  a  tribe,  appear  to  be  more  of  a  wandering  class  than 
either  of  the  others.  They  have  several  islands  which  they  claim  as 
their  inheritance,  together  with  a  large  scope  of  the  main  land. 
They  have  some  very  fine  bottom,  which  they  cultivate,  on  a  river, 
whence  they  derive  their  name.  Their  principal  fisheries  are  amonff 
the  islands  and  in  the  channels,  through  the  low  bottoms  or  field 
lands  adjacent  to  the  mouth  of  their  river.  They  are  governed  by  one 
chief,  but  generally  follow  their  own  inclinations  as  they  become  asso- 
ciated with  civilization.  Their  total  number  now  I  do  not  think  ex- 
ceeds two  hundred,  whereas  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  they  were  one  of 
the  most  numerous  tribes  on  the  Sound,  and  at  that  date  numbered 
over  two  thousand.  But,  like  the  other  tribes  living  contiguous  to 
the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  (the  great  northern  thoroughfare,)  they  have 
been  nearly  annihilated  by  the  hordes  of  northern  savages  that  have 
infested,  and  do  now,  even  at  the  present  day,  infest,  our  own  shores. 
They  formerly  came  down  for  the  purpose  of  taking  slaves.  They 
say  that  one  Flathead  slave  is  worth  more  than  two  Roundheads. 
They  were  supplied  at  an  earlier  day  with  fire  arms  than  our  In- 
dians, and  therefore  had  a  decided  advantage  over  them — killing 
all  they  could  not  carry  away.  They  told  me  last  summer  that  they 
had  among  them  over  two  thousand  Flathead  slaves,  and  had 
traded  off  with  those  living  still  further  north.  They  have  taken 
several  during  the  past  spring  and  summer,  and  are  prowling  around 
the  reservation  now  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  Lummis  are  divided  into  three  bands — a  band  for  each  mouth 
of  the  Lummi  river — but  all  acknowledge  Chow-ate-sot  to  be  their 
head  ;  he  is  also  the  proper  chief  of  their  tribe.  They  have  also  suf- 
fered much  from  the  northern  Indians.  At  one  time  they  were  one 
of  the  most  powerful  tribes  on  the  Sound,  claiming  a  large  tract  of 
the  main  land  and  numerous  islands.  But,  according  to  their  own 
estimate,  they  now  number  only  between  five  and  six  hundred  total. 
They  are  a  very  superstitious  tribe,  and  pretend  to  have  traditions — 
legends  handed  down  to  them  by  their  ancestors.  Some  of  the  old 
ones  say  that  a  long  time  previous  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
coming  on  the  Sound,  or  any  vessel,  three  white  men  came  into  the 
bay  in  a  boat,  and  that  they  were  killed  by  the  Mar-ma-sece  Indians, 
a  tribe  now  extinct,  and  buried  about  two  miles  below  my  place.  In 
1853  the  first  settlers  of  the  bay  had  their  bodies  or  bones  exhumed, 
in  hopes  to  find  something  that  would  lead  to  the  nativity;  but  every- 
thing had  wasted  away,  with  the  exception  of  some  brass  buttons,  an 
old  flint-lock  pistol,  and  a  dirk-knile,  that  were  rendered  entirely 
useless  and  nearly  consumed  by  rust.     The  bones  were  im^nv^dv^^Vj 
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interred  agaia,  but  no  light  of  the  pedigree  or  nativity  could  be 
obtained.  Their  traditions  lead  them  to  believe  that  they  are  de- 
scendants of  a  better  race  than  common  savages,  and  I  myself  think 
that  there  must  have  been  some  white  blood  mixed  with  them,  for 
many  of  them  are  very  fair  and  have  light  hair.  They  think  tiiat 
when  they  die  they  turn  into  animals  and  birds,  and  no  persuasioi 
or  pay  will  induce  them  to  kill  an  owl  or  eat  a  pheasant. 

The  Neuk-sacks  trace  from  the  salt  water  Indians;  they  are  stronger 
and  more  athletic,  and  are  more  industrious — that  is,  the  men ;  thej 
live  by  the  chase,  principally  around  the  foot  of  Mount  Baker.  There 
are  hundreds  of  elk  and  deer;  the  rivers  abound  in  salmon  and  tront 
and  sturgeon.  They  are  divided  into  three  bands,  under  three  heads, 
but  all  subservient  to  one  Hump-klam;  he  lives  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  and  holds  supreme  command  over  the  whole  tribe.  The 
middle  band,  under  Tullis-kerum,  are  situated  at  Upper  Pr^rie,  ftai 
the  lower  band  at  the  large  prairie  about  six  miles  by  land  from 
Whatcom,  or  twenty-five  by  the  river.  The  old  chief  is  very  reli- 
giously inclined,  has  divine  service  twice  a  day,  and  says  he  is  i 
friend  to  the  whites,  but  does  not  want  them  to  settle  in  his  oouotry. 
They  know  the  extent  of  their  prairies,  and  know,  by  the  growth  of 
their  potatoes,  that  they  have  the  best  soil  for  cultivation  in  tbii 
section,  and  a  better  hay  or  grazing  country  does  not  exist  than  their 
prairies. 

The  whites  on  the  bay  have  surveyed  a  road  through  to  their  lower 
prairies,  a  distance  of  from  sixteen  to  twenty  miles,  and  have  cut  out 
three  or  four  miles.  I  am  in  hopes  that  they  will  not  ^et  it  through 
this  summer,  for  I  am  confident  that  as  soon  as  any  white  settlers  go 
there  to  locate  they  will  drive  them  out.  They  say  that  they  are 
determined  not  to  have  their  lands  taken  from  them.  If  the  treaty 
that  has  been  made  with  them,  if  any,  could  be  modified  so  that  they 
could  receive  value  for  so  much  of  the  lands  as  the  United  Statei 
want,  and  give  them  a  reservation  in  place,  so  that  they  would  not  be 
entirely  out  of  their  element,  then,  I  think,  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty ;  but  until  then,  there  will  always  be  more  or  less  trouble.  Those 
Indians  live  adjacent  to  the  boundary  line,  and  have  three  trails  to 
Frazer's  river  and  one  to  Fort  Langley,  where  they  carry  all  their 
furs  and  get  all  their  articles  of  trade  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 

gany.  There  are  several  large  tribes  contiguous  to  them,  via :  the 
u  mat-se,  8muttuns,  Clulwarp,  Tates,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  There  are 
several  large  lakes,  which  abound  in  fish  and  innumerable  quantities 
of  berries.  The  Neuk-sacks  derive  their  name,  which  signifies  moun- 
tain men,  from  the  salt  water  Indians.  They  are  entirely  difierent 
irom  the  others  ;  they  have  no  slaves,  and  have  but  one  wife  each.  I 
will  call  your  attention  to  a  small  tribe  that  belongs  on  this  side  of 
the  boundary  line,  called  the  Sem-mi-an-mas.  They  were  formerly 
a  powerful  tribe,  but  have  suffered  from  the  hostilities  of  the  northern 
Indians  to  such  an  extent  that  they  hardly  number  one  hundred  now. 
They  have  a  large  prairie  country  back  of  the  coast,  but  prefer  to  live 
on  a  bay,  whence  they  derive  their  name,  and  where  the  old  homes  of 
their  parents  now  stand.  They  dare  not  make  that  their  general 
stopping  place,  but  go  there  to  get  their  shell-fish  and  fish  and  vege- 
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tables.  They  are  intermarried  with  the  north  band  oi  Lummie  and 
Cowe-gans  and  Quant-lums,  and  rove  backwards  and  forwards  among 
those  tribes  for  protection.  They  gather  a  great  many  cranberries, 
and  raise  a  goodly  amount  of  potatoes,  but  are  not  as  cleanly  as  the 
other  tribes.  In  our  immediate  vicinity,  directly  interior,  we  have 
part  of  two  tribes  called  the  Neuk-wers  and  Sia-man-mas ;  these  we 
call  Stick  Indians.  They  live  on  the  lakes  back — Whatcom  and  Sia- 
man-na  lakes — and  their  tributaries.  They  have  very  little  inter- 
course with  the  Salt-chuck  Indians,  and  never  had  seen  a  white  man 
in  1852,  when  the  first  settlers  came  to  this  bay,  and  did  not  even 
then  come  down  for  a  year  after. 

They  dress  in  skins  and  blankets,  made  of  dogs*  hair  and  feathers, 
of  their  own  manufacture.  They  have  had  no  muskets  until  the  last 
three  years.  They  cultivate  small  patches  of  potatoes,  but  subsist 
principally  on  elk,  deer,  and  fish  and  dried  berries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  FITZHUGH, 

Special  Indian  Agent. 

Col.  J.  W.  Nesmith, 

Sup't  Indian  Affairs^  Washington  and  Oregon  Territories. 


No.  136.    • 


•  Fort  Kitsap  Reservation,  W.  T., 

Aagmt  1,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  June  3,  I  respectfully 
submit  the  following  as  my  annual  report : 

I  have  charge  of  two  tribes  of  Indians,  viz:  the  Suquamish,  who 
claim  all  the  land  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sound,  between  Apple 
Tree  cove  on  the  north,  and  Gig  harbor  on  the  south  ;  and  the 
D' Wamish,  living  on  and  claiming  the  lands  on  the  D'Wamish  river. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  most  unamicable  feelings  have  long  existed 
between  these  two  tribes ;  this  feeling  is  so  deep  rooted  that,  when 
the  friendly  portion  of  the  D'Wamish  tribe  were  directed,  by  their 
agent  during  the  war  to  move  to  this  reservation,  they  absolutely  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  order.  They  were,  however,  finally  per- 
suaded to  move  to  a  point  on  Bainbridge  island,  about  eight  miles 
from  the  reservation  occupied  by  the  Suquamish,  where  they  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Their  lefutal  to  comply  with  the  request  of  their  agent  naturally 
caused  them  to  be  looked  upon  as  little  better  than  the  hostiles.  But 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  were  not  only  required  to  leave 
their  own  lands,  but  to  move  upon  lands  owned  and  occupied  by  In- 
dians whom  they  regarded  with  feelings  of  hatred. 

They  were,  moreover,  tampered  with  to  a  very  great  extent  by  un- 
principled white  men,  who,  taking  advantage  of  their  credulity,  told 
them  the  most  absurd  and  improbable  stories,  such  as :  that  tk^  ^^^^\A.% 
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wished  to  collect  them  together,  surround  them  with  Boldiers,  and 
make  a  general  massacre,  and  also  that  the  provisions  i'urnished 
them  by  the  department  were  poisoned,  &c.,  &c.;  and  I  would  here 
take  occasion  to  say  that  most  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the 
management  of  these  Indians  are  caused  by  the  interference  of  per- 
sons unconnected  with  the  Indian  department. 

On  assuming  the  duties  of  this  agency  I  was  instructed  by  the 
then  superintendent  to  use  my  exertions  to  bring  about  an  amicable 
feeling  between  these  two  tribes,  and,  if  possible,  unite  them  under 
one  head. 

After  using  my  utmost  endeavors  I  found  it  impossible  to  establish 
a  friendly  feeling  between  them  ;  I  therefore  applied  for  and  obtained 
from  the  superintendent  permission  to  establish  a  sub-agency  forthii 
tribe  near  the  mouth  of  the  D'Wamish  river,  where  I  collected  them 
during  the  month  of  August,  and  gave  them  in  charge  of  Mr.  James 
H.  Goudy,  an  employe  on  this  reservation,  who  has  remained  in 
charge  up  to  the  present  time,  and  who  has  continued  to  discharge 
his  duties  in  a  very  able  and  efficient  manner. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  representing  these  two  tribes  as 
actually  hostile  to  each  other ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  intermarried, 
and  frequently  visit  each  other,  and  from  their  proximity  are  fre- 
quently thrown  together  ;  yet  this  feeling  of  animosity,  caused  proba- 
bly by  some  former  feud,  will,  I  am  assured,  preclude  the  possibility 
of  their  living  peaceably  together  on  one  reservation. 

I  would  therefore  sugg^,  most  respectfully,  that  the  D'Wamish 
Indians  be  allowed  a  reservation  on  or  near  the  lake  fork  of  the 
D'Wamisli  river.  This  tract  of  land  has  been  cultivated  many  jiears 
by  them,  and  I  am  confident  that  a  reservation  established  at  this 
place  would  not  only  conduce  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of 
this  tribe,  but  would  prevent  alj  future  difficulties  between  them  and 
the  whites. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  the  Indians  of  both  tribes  have  been  well 
disposed  towards  the  whites.  The  feeding  which  was  kept  up  during 
last  winter  was  discontinued  on  the  1st  of  June.  I  have  furnished 
them  with  seed  sufficient  for  putting  in  all  the  crops  which  their  lim- 
ited means  would  allow. 

The  number  of  Indians  belonging  to  the  Snquamish  tribe,  accord- 
ing to  a  census  taken  last  fall,  was  four  hundred  and  forty-one  ;  the 
number  of  D' Wamish,  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  They  gener- 
ally enjoyed  good  health  during  the  last  year,  there  having  been  but 
sixteen  deaths  among  them,  and  several  of  these  of  old  age. 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions  I  have  reduced  the  number  of  em- 
ployes connected  with  this  agency  to  two,  viz. :  Mr.  H.  P.  P.  Bry- 
ant, assistant,  and  Mr.  James  H.  Goudy,  who  is  at  present  in  charge 
of  the  D' Wamish  tribe.  Both  of  these  are  men  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter, and  have  in  every  manner  discharged  their  duties  to  my  entire 
satisfaction. 

These  Indians,  as  a  class,  like  all  the  others  on  the  Sound,  have  a  de- 
cided aversion  to  labor  of  all  kinds.  There  are,  however,  some  among 
them  who  have  partly  aJopted  the  habits  of  civilized  life,  and  who  are 
anxiously  awaiting  tVve  coii^Tm«A\Q\i  q^  tVv^vr  treaties  to  enable  them  to 
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Bettle  down  anrl  cultivate  the  soil.  Though  of  a  roving  disposition, 
and  extremely  indolent,  I  am  satisfied  that  as  soon  as  their  treaties 
are  confirmed,  and  permanent  reservations  established  and  placed 
under  the  charge  of  competent  persocs,  there  will  be  but  little  diffi- 
culty in  persuading  most  of  them  to  abandon  their  present  mode  of 
living  in  favor  of  the  more  certain  means  of  subsistence  to  be  procured 
by  cultivating  their  lands. 

Another  important  fact  which  I  wish  to  lay  before  the  department 
is  the  selling  of  whiskey  to  the  Indians.  This  business  is  carried  on 
principally  by  small  boats  and  vessels  running  between  Olympia  and 
Vancouver's  island,  and  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  defy  the  utmost 
vigilance  of  the  agent  and  employes ;  though  being  satisfied  in  their 
own  minds  from  whom  the  liquor  is  obtained,  yet  cannot  get  a  suffi- 
cient hold  on  them  to  warrant  a  prosecution,  there  being  so  many 
loopholes  to  escape  under  the  now  existing  laws. 

Since  the  engagement  between  the  United  States  steamer  Massa- 
chusetts and  a  band  of  northern  Indians,  which  occurred  near  Port 
Gamble  last  fall,  constant  fears  of  an  attack  from  these  Indians  have 
been  entertained  by  the  Indians  in  my  charge;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
their  fears  were  altogether  groundless,  for  last  May,  during  my  ab- 
sence to  Olympia,  a  party  of  my  Indians,  engaged  in  fishing  a  short 
distance  below  the  reservation,  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  northern 
Indians,  and  one  of  their  number  killed  and  two  severely  wounded. 
This  afiair  caused  so  much  excitement  that,  upon  my  return,  I  found 
the  reservation  completely  deserted,  and  the  Indians  scattered  in  all 
directions,  and  it  was  several  weeks  before  I  succeeded  in  quieting 
their  fears  and  persuading  them  to  move  back  to  their  old  encamp- 
ment. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  furnish  them 
with  ammunition,  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  means  to  defend 
themselves  against  future  attacks  of  these  Indians. 

In  this  connexion  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  these  Indians, 
though  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  the  Territory  from  obtaining  em- 
ployment on  the  Sound,  are,  nevertheless,  encouraged  by  a  certain  class 
of  white  men  to  continue  their  visits  to  these  waters,  nor  have  they 
ever,  to  my  knowledge,  made  a  visit  to  these  settlements  without  com- 
mitting some  depredations  either  on  whites  or  friendly  Indians  before 
leaving;  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  government  will  take  some  de- 
cisive step  to  prevent  further  incursions  of  these  northern  pirates. 

As  I  have,  in  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  super- 
intendent, forwarded  monthly  reports  embracing  every  thing  of  inter- 
est which  has  transpired  among  the  Indians  connected  with  this 
agency,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  fully  into  details,  but  will 
respectfully  refer  you  to  these  reports  for  information  concerning  the 
interference  of  the  military  with  my  management  of  Indians,  also  for 
particulars  of  visits  made  by  me  at  different  times  to  Indians  on  Blacky 
White,  and  Green  rivers. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  state  that  considerable  anxiety  is  felt  by  these 
Indians  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  government  to  confirm  their 
treaties  ;  and  in  every  talk  which  I  have  had  with  them  on  this  sub- 
ject I  have  represented  to  them  that  this  failure  wa^  ocRsv&\w>k«\\s^ 


620  REPORT  OP  THE 

the  recent  hostilities,  but  that  they  need  entertain  no  fears,  as  the 
matter  would  be  settled  to  their  satisfaction. 
Yours,  respectluUy, 

'  G.  A.  PAIGE, 

Local  Indian  Ageni. 
Col.  J.  W.  Nbsmith, 

Superintendent  Indian  AffairSj  W.  T 


No.  137. 

Office  of  thb  Indian  Agbkcy, 
Olympian  Washington  Territory^  Jvly  1,  1857. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operatiosfi 
of  the  agency  under  my  charge. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  of  October  1,  1866,  I  have  made  two 
special  reports— one  December  29,  1856,  the  other  May  1,  1857 — both 
of  which  are  on  file  in  your  office,  and  both  of  which  I  will  ha?e 
to  refer  to  frequently  in  this  my  present  report. 

Since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  I  am  happy  to  say  the  *IndiaB8 
hive  been  living  quietly  and  peacefully  on  their  reservations,  «!i- 
ployed  constantly  in  their  usual  vocations  of  fishing,  and  otherwise 
obtaining  food.  As  the  spring  opened  and  the  weather  became  fine 
they  began  to  leave  the  reservations  and  scatter  through  the  country, 
gathering  berries  and  such  other  articles  as  they  are  accustomed  to 
subsist  upon.  , 

Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  tribes  generally  this  season,  wifli 
the  exception  of  a  short  period,  when  they  were  much  alarmed  by  the 
descent  into  the  Sound  of  some  northern  canoes  filled  with  warriors, 
who  came  to  avenge  the  death  of  two  of  their  people  that  were  killed 
last  fall  by  the  Snohomishes  who  inhabit  th^  country  around  Seattle-. 
They  succeeded  in  their  object;  made  a  descent  npon  a  small  band  of 
Snohomishes  and  killed  three  of  them  This  affair  caused  much  ex- 
citement and  a  general  stampede  from  the  vicinity  of  the  water. 

The  northern  Indians  continued  up  the  Sound  as  far  as  Steilacoom, 
where  some  of  their  women  were  living,  causing  consternation  where- 
ever  they  appeared,  and  were  finally  turned  back  and  escorted  out  of 
our  waters  by  Maj.  Haller,  4th  United  States  infantry,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  troops  on  the  revenue  cutter. 

These  Indian  invaders,  it  appears,  must  have  been  in  two  parties  ; 
for  as  one  proceeded  up  the  Sound,  the  other  effected  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  various  tribes  of  our  Indians  that  inhabit  the  northern 
portion  of  Puget's  Sound.  This  caused  some  uneasiness  among  the 
white  settlers,  who  would  always  prefer  that  these  two  races  should 
not  have  too  good  an  understanding  with  each  other  ;  for  while  they 
are  at  feud,  the  Indians  living  among  us  make  the  very  best  sentinels, 
being  ever  on  the  watch  for  their  much-dreaded  hereditary  enemy. 

The  news  of  this  incursion  by  foreign  savages  into  our  waters 
caused  the  superintendent  to  order  me  to  proceed  to  the  lower  part  o** 
this  district,  which  1  did.    l&«k\Ti^^  oil  my  return,  a  full  report  in 
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detail  to  him,  which  report  being  on  file  in  your  oflSce,  I  beg  leave,- 
most  respectfully,  to  refer  you  to  for  the  particulars  of  that  expedi- 
tion. 

Such  Indians  as  would  work,  and  could  be  profitably  employed, 
have  been  kept  busy  on  the  reservations.  Those  at  Puyallup,^  Nis- 
qually,  and  Squoson,  under  the  direction  of  W.  B.  Gosnell  and  his 
assistants,  receiving  a  regular  per  diem  for  their  work.  The  build- 
ings stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  Medicine  creek  (which  is  ratified)  to 
be  built,  are  completed.  Several  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes  have 
been  planted,  and  the  crops  are  now  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Much  credit  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Gosnell  for  the  business-like  and 
energetic  manner  in  which  the  affairs  under  his  direction  are  con- 
ducted. 

Although  (as  I  have  stated)  the  Indians  are  generally  scattered  in 
quest  of  supplies  for  winter  use,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
a  moderate  supply  of  provisions  be  held  in  readiness  to  issue  during 
tibe  winter  to  those  who  may  be  in  extreme  want.  Many  have  left  * 
iheiT  old  planting  grounds  and  have  no  crop  of  that  great  staple,  the 
potatoe,  to  fall  back  upon.  The  tribe  of  Clamakums,  particularly,  are 
very  needy. 

They  have  been  reduced  by  war,  pestilence,  and  famine,  to  a  small 
band,  consisting  principally  of  old  squaws  and  young  children  ;  they 
are  afraid  to  leave  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Port  Townsend, 
being  in  constant  dread  of  the  Snohomish  tribe,  with  whom  they  are 
at  feud,  and  consequently  will  make  little  or  no  provision  for  winter. 
I  will  now,  sir,  refer  you,  most  respectfully,  to  my  report  of  December 
29,  1866,  made  to  your  predecessor,  in  which  I  have  attempted  to 
give  an  idea  of  the  urgent  necessity  that  jxisted  for  a  speedy  confir- 
mation of  the  treaties.  The  necessity  th  it  then  existed  ha  t  only  been 
enhanced  by  the  apathy  of  government  on  that  important  subject 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Myself  and  the  other  persons 
entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  in  this  district  have  so  often 
promised  them  speedy  settlements  of  their  business  that  many  look 
upon  us  as  common  liars ;  consequently  we  lose  their  respect,  and^ 
ultimately,  our  influence  with  them.  It  is  impossible  to  make  them 
understand  what  occasions  this  delay;  they  have  no  idea  of  out 
general  government,  and  suppbse  ^hat  the  party  that  treated  with 
them  had  full  power  to  have  the  treaty  carried  into  effect;  and  now, 
when  they  have  fulfilled  their  part  of  the  bargain,  they  most  naturally 
look  to  the  other  party  to  complete  it. 

You  must  remember  that  it  is  years  since  these  treaties  were  made; 
the  white  man  has  moved  in  and  settled  on  the  land  ;  the  Indian  is 
told  to  live  on  a  certain  reserve,  and  give  his  home  to  the  "  Boston," 
and  that  he  will  soon  be  paid.  This  contract  is  broken  ;  he  gets  no 
pay  as  yet,  and  (naturally  for  a  savage)  thinks  he  is  cheated  out  of 
his  land. 

I  have  gone  more  into  detail  on  this  subject  in  the  report  I  refer  you 
to,  but  I  am  so  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  it,  that  I  must 
urgently  request  you  to  lay  it  before  the  department  in  its  strongest 
light.  Patience  ceases  to  be  a  virtue  with  Christians  after  being  ex- 
ercised to  a  certain  extent ;  what,  then,  can  we  ex^ct  ftoTCL^Vik&xasJs^- 
tored  savage  ? 
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In  addition  to  the  remarks  I  have  already  made,  I  will  say,  that 
the  surveyor  general,  Mr.  James  Tilton,  has  received  late  news  from 
below  confirming  my  worst  fears,  and  to  the  efiect  that  the  Indians 
are  pulling  down  the  stakes  of  the  surveyors  who  are  at  work  in  thai 
quarter,  and  express  a  determination  that  their  lands  shall  not  be 
taken  from  them  until  they  are  sure  of  receiving  an  equivalent. 

That  the  ratification  of  these  treaties  will  tend  to  the  public  good  is 
clearly  proved  by  the  good  efiect  produced  by  the  one  that  is  being 
carried  into  efiect  (Medicine  creek. 1  I  mean  that  the  good  is  felt  bj 
the  Indians  to  whom  the  treaty  relates,  and  by  the  whites  living  in 
their  neighborhood.  Upon  the  tribes  whose  treaties  have  not  been 
confirmed,  the  contrary  efiect  is  produced  ;  they  are  jealous,  and  hare 
reason  to  be  so.  They  say,  What  have  we  done  that  our  neighbors 
should  be  preferred  before  us  ?  they  have  their  schools,  their  shops, 
farms  and  houses  ;  they  live  in  plenty  and  are  happy.  All  these  were 
promised  us  ;  why  do  we  not  receive  them  ?  Such  questions  cannot 
oe  answered  ;  the  consequences  can  easily  be  foreseen. 

Another  cause  of  grievance  is,  the  loss  of  their  houses  and  other 
property,  caused  by  their  sudden  removal  to  the  reservations  at  tbc 
commencement  of  hostilities,  and  for  which  I  at  the  time  promised 
them  indemnification.  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  super- 
intendent also  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  the  department. 

As  it  will  be  at  least  a  year  before  anything  that  may  be  done  bj 
Congress  can  take  efiect  here,  I  would  suggest  that  some  time  during 
the  fall  a  gi  t  of  useful  articles  be  made  to  these  Indians.  The  Macki 
tribe,  particularly,  should  receive  some  presents,  they  having  only 
once  received  anything,  and  then  a  very  small  amount.  I  am  informed 
by  their  agent,  Mr.  T.  J.  Hanna,  that  they  are  expecting  something 
of  the  kind. 

The  Chehalis  and  Cowlitz  Indians,  occupying  the  southern  portion 
of  this  district,  are  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  S.  S.  Ford.  They  have 
never  been  treated  with,  and  their  principal  men  are  expressing  great 
uneasiness  upon  the  subject.     The  judicious  management  of  Mr.  Ford 

Srevented  any  outbreak'during  the  hostilities  ;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
erstood  that  I  consider  it  an  imperative  necessity  that  these  Indians, 
as  well  as  those  on  the  Sound,  be  speedily  settled  with  to  their  satis- 
faction. 

I  have  thought  it  for  the  good  of  the  service  to  recommend  to  you 
Mr.  Thomas  J.  Hanna  as  a  gentleman  well  qualified  to  manage  the 
afiairs  of  the  Indians  at  Pirt  Townsend  ;  consequently,  I  temporarily 
appointed  him  to  that  duty,  which  he  is  now  performing,  while  await- 
ing your  action  in  the  matter. 

I  have  also,  in  conformity  with  your  instructions,  employed  a  clerk 
at  the  lowest  salary  a  competent  person  could  be  had  for  in  this 
place,  viz:  one  hundred  dollars  per  month.  The  necessity  for  em- 
ploying liim  will  be  obvious  to  yourself  and  the  department,  when  you 
take  into  consideration  that,  from  natural  causes,  this  place  should  be 
the  headquarters  for  this  district,  and  therefore  the  proper  place  for  the 
office  of  the  agent ;  that  my  duty  causes  me  to  be  constantly  on  the 
move,  and  also  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  an  intelligent 
person  connected  with  the  Indian  department  should  be  always  in  this 
town  ;  from  these  \acla  '.  t\i<iTiii!L\\^«i.T^  \ifc\^  ^\&Vt\\a\ited ;  this  is  the 
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businesd  nucleus  of  this  district ;  the  local  and  special  agents  on  the 
Sound  are  not  able  to  procure  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
reservations,  such  articles  as  they  require  to  pay  employed  Indians, 
and  therefore  have  to  make  requisitions  on  the  agent  at  this  place ; 
that  such  requisitions  are  constantly  coming  in  ;  that  since  your  as- 
sumption of  the  superintendency  of  Indian  affairs  in  this  Territory 
the  correspondence  of  this  office  has  become  considerable ;  also,  that  no 
storekeeper  or  public  store  being  allowed,  as  many  of  the  public 
goods  as  there  is  room  for  are  stored  in  my  office,  and  my  clerk  is  per- 
forming the  duties  of  storekeeper,  in  conjunction  with  his  various 
other  duties.  You  will  see  that  his  time  is  fully  occupied,  and  that  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  (as  I  said  before)  that  these  duties  be  performed. 

There  is  one  other  fact  that  I  wish  to  bring  under  your  notice :  that 
is,  that  the  Indians  do  (notwithstanding  all  our  efforts)  obtain  liquor  by 
some  means ;  and  until  the  law  is  more  stringent  I  do  not  see  how  it 
is  to  be  prevented.  It  is  so  notoriously  lax  now  that  it  is  impossible  to 
convict  a  person  on  the  most  conclusive  evidence.  An  instance  oc- 
curred not  long  since  that  will  serve  as  an  illustration.  An  Indian 
was  seen  to  give  a  white  man  a  dollar,  who,  in  return,  handed  him 
a  bottle,  which  the  Indian  quickly  hid  under  his  blanket ;  he  was 
almost  immediately  seized,  the  bottle  found  full  of  liquor,  the  white 
man  arrested,  tried,  and  acquitted. 

I  will  merely  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  gentlemen  who  ar« 
performing  the  duties  of  special  and  local  agents  in  this  district  are 
well  qualified  for  their  various  and  sometimes  arduous  tasks  imposed 
upon  them.  That  the  affairs  entrusted  to  their  management  are  able 
conducted,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  service,  I  think  you  will  be  able  to 
see,  after  you  have  had  time  to  investigate  more  thoroughly  the  affairs 
of  this  Territory.  The  Indians  over  whom  the  agent  at  Port  Townsend 
is  expected  to  have  supervision,  consist  of  three  tribes  ;  the  Clallams, 
numbering  over  one  thousand  souls  ;  the  Chemakums,  numbering  in 
the  neighborhood  of  one  hundred  ;  and  the  Makas,  a  tribe  that  live 
on  the  coast,  numbering  six  hundred. 

These  Indians  all  make  Port  Townsend  their  trading  post,  and 
are  there  frequently  in  large  numbers  ;  in  reality,  it  is  never  without 
a  considerable  number  of  them  temporarily  living  there.  Moreover, 
there  has  previously  always  been  an  agent  at  this  place  until  a  few 
months  since,  when  E.  S.  Fowler  resigned,  and  your  predecessor, 
having  only  a  short  time  to  remain  in  office,  did  not  think  proper  to 
appoint  another.  I,  however,  do  not  think  it  safe  to  leave,  nearly  two 
thousand  Indians  entirely  to  themselves.  The  Makas,  particularly, 
are  completely  untrained,  and  are  at  this  time  dissatisfied  at  not  being 
more  noticed,  and  considering  themselves  entitled  to  a  present  from 
the  government.  1  have  recommended  in  the  body  of  my  report  that 
this  present  be  made. 

I  am  sir,  very  respectfully, 

M.  T.  SIMMONS, 
Indian  Agent^  Puget's  Sound  district, 

J.  W.  Nesmith,  Esq., 

Sup't.  Indian  Ajfairs,  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories. 


624  REPORT  OP  THE 


No,  138. 

Indian  Locatiok,  Penn's  Oovb, 
July  1,  1857. 

8iii:  In  making  my  report  at  this  time,  I  can  only  report  what  I 
have  already  done  in  my  monthly  reports  forwarded  to  Superintendent 
I.  I.  Stevens.  The  Indians  having  been  always  quiet,  furnishes  «) 
matter  for  volnminons  report.  My  instructions  have  always  been  t» 
be  as  economical  as  possible  in  the  issuing  of  provisions  and  distribo- 
tion  of  goods,  to  encourage  the  Indians  to  procure  as  much  food  for 
themselves  as  possible ;  therefore,  I  have  given  to  them  at  times  I 
deemed  proper,  and  to  those  whom  I  thought  required  it.  For  nine 
months  past  they  have  been  allowed  to  go  and  come  from  the  location, 
as  a  general  thing,  when  they  pleased,  (always  letting  it  be  known  to 
me  or  my  assistant  where  they  were  going,  and  what  for.)  They  hare 
left  the  location,  generally,  either  to  hunt,  fish,  procure  clams,  dig 
their  potatoes,  plant  potatoes  or  cultivate  them.  1  intended  to  hare 
furnished  them  with  turnip  and  carrot  seed,  but  could  not  obtain  them 
in  season ;  they  are  especially  fond  of  these  roots. 

The  amount  of  potatoes  raised  by  Indians  under  my  supervision 
will  probably  be  about  three  thousand  bushels ;  should  they  be  successiW 
in  procuring  salmon  this  fall,  they  will  require  no  food  to  be  given  them 
the  coming  winter.  The  Indians  of  the  Skaget  tribes  have  been  in 
rather  an  excited  state  lor  some  time,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the 
head  chief,  Goliah,  and  Charley,  his  brother,  together  with  the  failure 
of.  government  to  confirm  the  treaty  with  them.  As  I  have  stated  be- 
fore in  my  report,  they  cannot  understand  this  long  delay  ;  it  is  im- 
Sossible  to  make  them  understand  it  properly.  Most  of  them  are 
oubtful  of  the  intentions  of  government,  yet  I  think  there  are  some 
who  still  think  the  Bostons  will  do  right  by  them  eventually. 

Many  deaths  have  occurred  among  them  during  the  last  eight 
months ;  the  diseases  among  them  most  prevalent  are  old  age,  con- 
sumption, and  venereal,  (secondary;)  there  were  twenty-two  deaths, 
within  my  own  observation,  from  the  18th  of  February  to  the  22d  of 
March ;  there  were  probably  double  that  number  of  deaths,  as  they 
never  mem  ion  the  names  of  persons  deceased,  and  would  say  nothing 
about  them,  unless  asked.  1  should  not  be  likely  to  know  of  them, 
unless  I  inquired  after  some  one. 

Squy  Quy,  who  is  now  head  chief,  and  bearer  of  these  returns  and 
report,  is  a  good  friend  to  the  whites,  and,  I  think,  will  exert  a  good 
influence  with  his  people;  he  is  dignified  and  manly  in  his  deport- 
ment, and  has  heretofore  been  considered  one  of  the  most  influential 
chiefs  of  the  tribe. 

In  a  letter  of  instructions  I  received  from  Mr.  Nesmith,  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  aflairs,  dated  June  3,  1867,  he  instructed  me  to  dis- 
pense with  all  employes  not  actually  required,  and  to  make  any 
suggestion  that  I  might  deem  proper.  \  take  the  liberty,  therefore, 
of  suggesting  the  propriety  of  doing  away  with  the  location  at  Penn's 
Cove,  as  far  as  closing  the  house  and  discharging  the  assistant  is  con- 
cerned.    My  reasons  are,  that,  in  the  first  place,  if  no  food  or  goodf 
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are  to  be  given  to  the  Indians;  there  is  no  necessity  for  an  assistant; 
in  the  second  place,  it  will  reduce  the  expenses  of  my  supervision  about 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  quarter.  A  portion  of  my 
time  would  be  spent  at  Skaget  Head,  with  Mr.  Bailey,  and  for  the  time 
I  was  at  the  cove  my  board  would  be  but  a  small  item. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  FAY, 


Col.  M.  T.  Simmons, 
Indian  Agenty  PugeVs  Sound  Dxatrid. 


Local  Indian  Agent. 


No.  139, 

Port  Townsend,  Washington  Territory, 

July  1,  1867. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  7th  ultimo,  I  present  you  herewith 
a  detailed  report  of  the  Indian  affairs  within  the  jurisdiction  assigned 
me. 

My  predecessor.  Captain  E.  S.  Fowler,  has  furnished  me  with  no 
data  to  assist  me,  and  consequently  I  am  solely  dependent  on  what 
information  I  have  been  able  to  gather  myself  within  the  course  of  my 
brief  administration. 

The  Clallam  tribe  numbers,  in  all,  eleven  hundred  persons ;  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty,  until  within  the  last  three  months,  had  been 
living  on  an  island  near  this  place ;  they  had  commenced  making 
preparations  to  plant  their  usual  crop  of  potatoes,  &c.,  when  they 
were  frightened  from  their  settlements  through  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  a  malicious  individual,  who,  through  sinister  motives,  d^ 
clared  to  them  that  they  would  be  destroyed  by  the  northern  Indians 
it  they  remained  longer  where  they  were.  They  immediately  aban- 
doned their  improvements  and  removed  to  this  place,  where  they  now 
remain.  I  fear  that,  in  consequence  of  this  step,  they  will  suffer  to 
some  considerable  extent  for  the  want  of  their  accustomed  supply  of 
winter  provisions,  unless  assisted  by  the  Indian  department. 

The  next  tribe  under  my  supervision  is  the  '*  Chemicums."  Their 
number  is  very  small,  numbering,  in  all,  ninety-five  persons,  who  are 
also  living  at  this  place,  they  being  only  the  remnant  of  a  tribe  once 
large  and  formidable.  They  have  since  been  reduced  by  war  with 
their  neighbors,  and  appear  to  be  somewhat  in  a  deplorable  condition 
at  the  present  time.  The  Snohomish  tribe  is  at  war  with  them  now, 
and  is  using  all  efforts  to  exterminate  them  altogether. 

The  third  tribe  under  my  supervision  is  the  **Maccaws."  Living, 
as  they  do,  remote  from  this  place  and  the  white  settlements,  has 
prevented  me  as  yet  from  collecting  information  of  much  weight  from 
the  most  reliable  sources  up  to  this  date.  Their  number  consists  of 
about  six  hundred  persons.  Their  habits  are  very  wild,  and  they 
have  but  a  limited  conception  of  the  habits  of  civilized  life.  They 
are,  however,  very  clamorous  of  receiving  from  the  Indian  department 
presents  by  way  of  '*potlatch,"  or  gilts ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Smith,  United 
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States  inspector  of  light-houses,  (and  who  is  now  snperintending  thecon- 
stmction  of  one  near  their  settlements,)  states  to  me  that  he  has  some 
fears  for  the  safety  of  the  laborers  now  engaged  on  the  work,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  anger  manifested  by  those  Indians  in  not  receiyine  t 
potlatch  from  the  go?ernment.  I  would  suggest,  if  practicable,  mt 
a  few  articles  might  be  distributed  among  the  tribe. 
I  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  J.  HANNA, 

Special  Indian  Agent. 
Col.  M.  T.  Simmons, 

Indian  Agenty  Puget  Sound  District^ 

Olympia,  Washington  Territory. 


\ 


No.  140. 

Olympia,  Washington  Tjkrritory, 

e/t«nc  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  affairs  as 
special  Indian  agent  in  charge  of  the  Nisqually,  Puyallup,  and  other 
tribes  and  bands  of  Indians  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Medicine  creek, 
concluded  December  26,  1854,  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30,  1857. 

The  Indians  under  my  charge  during  the  last  three  months  have 
been  generally  quiet,  seemingly  well  contented,  and  enjoying  tolerablj 
good  health.  They  are  collected  together  at  the  Squoxsin,  Nisqually, 
and  Puyallup  reservations. 

The  Muckleshoot  is  also  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  Medicine 
creek,  and  is  the  proper  locality  for  the  Tooahk  or  Upper  Puyallup, 
the  S'Balahco  or  White  River,  and  the  Nooscope  or  Green  River  In- 
dians; being  in  all  about  three  hundred  souls.  Treaty  stipulations 
have  not  been  attempted  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Muckleshoot,  and 
these  Indians  have  heretofore  been,  and  are  now,  in  the  temporary 
charge  of  Local  Agent  Page,  who  has  furnished  them  this  spring  with 
some  seed  potatoes,  and  a  small  crop  will  be  raised  on  the  reservation. 
As  soon  as  the  United  States  military  post  (Fort  Muckleshoot)  now 
in  command  of  Lieutenant  McKibbin  is  discontinued,  which  I  under- 
stand will  be  the  case  in  a  few  weeks,  I  shall  notify  you  of  the  fact, 
and  await  your  instructions  in  the  premises. 

Squoomn  reservation. — About  ten  more  acres  of  excellent  land  have 
been  cleared  recently  here.  This,  with  the  twenty  acres  heretofore 
cleared  and  fenced,  will  enable  me  to  raise  a  considerable  amount  of 
produce  next  year.  The  Indians  here  having  been  always  friendly, 
and  having  been  collected  here  at  the  first  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Indian  war,  were  very  glad,  afler  their  spring  crop  was  put  into  the 
ground,  to  be  permitted  to  leave  their  reservation,  and  they  scattered 
out  among  the  whites,  as  formerly.  They  are  nearly  all  gone  from 
the  reservation  at  present,  but,  of  course,  will  return  in  the  fall,  when 
the  fall  salmon  commence  to  run,  and  will  remain  during  the  ensuing 
winter  and  spring.  These  Indians  are  very  fond  of  whiskey,  ana 
seldom  miss  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  taste  for  liquor.     They 
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are  not  disposed  to  encourage  visits  from  the  Catholic  missionaries, 
and  their  women  are  much  given  to  prostitution  hoth  among  them- 
selves and  the  whites. 

PuyaUup  reservation. — The  health  of  the  Indians  here  has  much 
improved  since  my  last  report,  and  I  know  of  but  few  cases  of  illness 
at  present  in  the  whole  tribe.  They  still  remain  very  religious  ;  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  truly  sincere  in  their  pro- 
fessions. I  have  no  trouble  with  these  Indians  on  the  score  of  whiskey 
drinking,  and  seldom  any  difficulty  growing  out  of  vice  or  immorality. 
I  have  to  report  the  completion  here  of  the  agency  building  and 
twelve  Indian  houses.  There  are  twenty  acres  ot  land  in  cultivation 
on  this  reservation.  The  Indians  appear  much  pleased  with  their 
houses,  and  their  crops  look  well. 

NUquaUy  reservation. — The  Indians  here  are  much  given  to  drink- 
ing whiskey,  which  they  obtain  at  the  town  of  Steilacoom  and  else- 
where in  considerable  quantities.  A  portion  of  the  Upper  Nisquallies, 
who  were  out  with  the  hostiles  in  the  late  war,  appear  very  restless, 
and  in  constant  dread  of  the  whites.  There  are  four  indictments 
pending  against  Indians  of  this  band  for  the  murders  of  whites.  It 
is  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  civil  authorities  do  not  take  some 
definite  steps  in  the  matter,  either  to  prosecute  these  indictments  to 
final  judgment  or  dismiss  them.  The  pendency  of  these  indictments 
is  one  great  cause  of  these  Indians  being  restless  and  uneasy.  I  have 
to  report  the  completion  of  five  Indian  houses,  as  per  contract  with 
John  Carson.  There  are  fourteen  acres  of  land  in  cultivation  here, 
and  the  crop  looks  well. 

In  the  matter  of  annuities  due  to  the  Indians  parties  to  the  treaty 
of  Medicine  creek,  I  have  to  recommend  that  the  second  year's  an- 
nuity, which  was  due  June  30, 1856,  be  applied  towards  clearing  and 
fencing  land,  building  Indian  houses,  &c.  And  for  the  third  year's 
annuity,  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  applied  towards  the  purchase 
of  blankets  and  clothing  for  the  Indians. 

I  have  to  report  the  death  of  a  Snohomish  Indian,  on  the  5th  in- 
stant, by  a  white  man,  on  Nisqually  bottom,  near  the  reservation. 
A  Mr.  Packard  had  set  a  trap  attached  to  a  loaded  gun  to  kill  a  hog 
which  was  in  the  habit  of  breaking  into  his  garden.  The  Indian 
chanced  to  walk  along  that  way,  touched  the  trap,  and  was  shot  in 
the  leg.  His  conapanions  fled  in  terror,  leaving  him  alone  to  bleed 
to  death.  The  afi&ir  created  considerable  excitement  for  a  time  ;  but 
Mr.  Packard  having  made  presents  to  the  tribe,  according  to  their 
usages,  the  difficulty  has  been  amicably  arranged. 

Much  mischief  has  been  created  by  the  soldiers  at  Fort  Steilacoom, 
who  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  giving  whiskey  to  Indians  who  visit 
the  town  of  Steilacoom  in  passing  up  and  down  the  Sound.  The  com- 
manding officer  has  been  repeatedly  informed  in  reference  to  this,  but 
without  any  apparent  diminution  of  the  evil.  If  military  officers 
cannot  keep  their  men  under  proper  control,  it  is  certainly  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  Indian  agents  cannot  at  all  times  manage  the  In- 
dians under  their  charge. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Jaquith,  the  employe  heretofore  stationed  at  Steilacoom, 
has  been  this  day  discharged,  and  the  number  of  employes  m  ^sl-^  ^^^ 
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trict  is  now  reduced  to  the  lowest  point  compatible  with  the  efficienef 
of  the  service. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  speedy  pay- 
ment to  those  men  whose  land  claims  were  included  in  the  Puyallnp 
reservation.  I  understand  that  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  hii 
been  made,  and  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  funds  be  forwarded 
as  soon  as  received. 

I  will  quote  the  following  paragraph  from  my  report  to  (Jovomor 
Stevens  of  the  31st  December,  1856:  <'0n  the  first  breaking  out  of 
hostilities,  the  friendly  Indians  having  removed  to  reservations  UDder 
orders  from  the  Indian  department,  many  of  them  were  compelled  to 
leave  their  horses  behind  them  to  the  mercy  of  the  hostiles  and  the 
volunteers.  Some  of  these  horses  were  afterwards  retaken,  but  many 
were  lost.  Over  thirty  horses  are  now  claimed  to  have  been  thus  lost 
by  Indians  under  my  charge.  The  Indian  department  has  alwaji 
promised  that  the  friendly  Indians  should  be  indemnified  for  all  losss 
consequent  upon  their  removal  to  reservations.  I  respectfiilly  caB 
your  attention  to  this  matter,  and  ask  that  some  steps  may  be  takei 
at  an  early  day  towards  paying  those  Indians  who  have  suffered  ii 
this  way."  I  will  now  repeat  the  same  recommendation,  and  state 
that  subsequent  investigations  have  satisfied  me  that  the  number  of 
horses  lost  cannot  be  put  down  at  less  than  fifty-five,  and  that  the 
non-payment  of  these  claims  has  created  great  dissatisfaction  among 
the  Indians.  The  sum  of  |2,600,  applied  to  the  purchase  of  blanketi 
and  clothing,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  physician  be  required  to  furnish  medi- 
cal advice  and  assistance,  not  only  to  the  Indians  parties  to  the  treaty 
of  Medicine  creek,  but  to  all  those  living  uponPuget's  Sound  and  the 
Straits  de  Fuca  who  may  call  upon  him.  Inasmuch  as  the  treato 
with  the  Sound  tribes  have  not  as  yet  been  ratified,  and  great  dissat- 
isfaction is  apparent  among  them  on  that  account,  this  step  will  do 
much  towards  quieting  and  pacifying  them.  With  this  view  I  hate 
placed  the  estimated  salary  of  physician  at  $1,200,  for  the  reason  that 
the  services  of  a  competent  person  who  will  reside  upon  a  reservation 
and  bestow  his  undivided  time  and  attention  upon  the  Indians  cannot 
be  obtained  for  a  less  sum. 

I  have  experienced  much  difficulty  in  keeping  off  Indians  of  the 
Sound  tribes  not  parties  to  the  treaty,  but  who  desire  to  come  in  and 
receive  the  benefits  of  the  treaty  which  is  now  being  carried  into  effect. 

Many  claim  the  right  to  come  on  the  ground  of  relationship  by  mar- 
riage and  otherwise  with  the  Indians  parties  to  the  treaty.  Much  annoy- 
ance and  trouble  is  experienced  on  this  score,  which  will  he  entirely 
avoided  when  the  treaties  of  "Point  Elliott,"  "Neah  Bay,"  anJ 
**  Point  No  Point"  are  ratified,  but  not  until  then. 

The  Indians  of  my  charge,  and,  indeed,  I  may  say,  all  west  of  the 
Cascade  mountains,  are  fully  alive  to  the  times,  and  I  have  found  them 
possessed  of  more  intelligence,  shrewdness,  and  forecast,  particularly  in 
matters  which  may  affect  their  interests,  than  they  have  received 
credit  for.  For  instance,  in  the  political  contest  which  is  now  going 
on  in  this  Territory,  (I  refer  to  the  race  between  (Jovernor  Stevens  and 
Hr.  Abernethy  for  the  delegateship  to  Congress,)  they  manifest  a  deep 
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interest.  Their  sympathies  are  all  with  the  governor  ;  for  they  say 
that  he  understands  the  Indian's  tufn4umy  (heart  or  mind,)  knows  all 
about  what  they  want,  and  if  he  goes  to  Washington  he  will  know 
what  to  ask  for,  and  will  be  able  to  effect  something  for  their  benefit. 
They  look  upon  the  question  which  is  to  be  determined  at  the  ballot- 
box  in  this  Territory  on  the  13th  July  next  as  one  of  great  im- 
portance to  them  as  well  as  to  others.  I  mention  this  matter  not  in 
a  political  spirit,  (although  the  fact  certainly  forms  no  mean  eulogium 
upon  the  official  career  of  our  late  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,)  but 
merely  to  show  that  the  Indians  here  are  not  asleep,  but  wide  awake 
to  any  and  all  questions  which  even  remotely  concern  them. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  GOSNELL, 
Special  Indian  Agent ^  Washington  territory. 
Col.  J.  W.  Nesmith, 
Sup't  of  Indian  Affairs  for  Oregon  and 

Washington  Territoriesy  Saleniy  Oregon  Territory. 


No.  141. 

Ford's  Prairie,  Washington  Territory, 

June  30,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  Indian 
affairs,  as  special  Indian  agent,  in  charge  of  the  Indians  of  the  western 
district  of  Washington  Territory,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1857.^ 
The  western  district  embraces  an  Indian  population  of  about  twelve' 
hundred  souls,  consisting  of  the  following  Indian  tribes,  viz  :  the 
Upper  Cowlitz,  Lower  Cowlitz,  Upper  Chihalis,  Lower  Chihalis, 
Quenoith,  Quehts,  Quilehutes,  and  Shoal  water  Bay  Indians.  The 
Lower  Chihalis  consist  of  the  Clickquamish,  Satsop,  and  Wanoolchie 
bands,  as  well  as  the  Indians  living  at  Gray's  Harbor,  which  latter 
are  the  Lower  Chihalis,  properly  so  called.  In  like  manner  the  Shoal- 
water  Bay  Indians  comprise  the  Willopah  and  a  number  of  other  small 
bands  now  nearly  extinct.  The  Indians  of  my  district,  when  I  first 
became  acquainted  with  them,  (in  the  spring  of  1846,)  numbered  at 
least  four  thousand.  This  decrease  in  population  is  owing  to  diseases 
which  have  raged  among  them  at  different  times  since  then,  and  the 
introduction  of  alcoholic  liquors  by  the  whites.  Great  mortality  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  smallpox  and  measles,  which  have  twice  visited 
them  during  this  time ;  by  the  flux  which  has  raged  malignantly 
among  them  repeatedly ;  and^  lastly,  by  veneral  disease  in  different 
forms,  and  sickness,  accidents,  fights,  and  murders,  growing  out  of 
the  immoderate  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

No  events  of  any  importance  have  occurred  during  the  past  year 
which  have  not  been  promptly  brought  to  the  notice  of  Governor 
Stevens,  the  late  superintendent  for  this  Territory,  in  my  monthly 
reports.  I  deem,  it  therefore,  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  ;  but  as  I 
may  have  occasion  to  speak  of  those  events,  I  shall  deem  it  suflBcient 
to  advert  to  them  in  general  terms,  respectfully  referring  you  to  the 
monthly  reports  themselves  for  particulars. 

There  is,  at  present,  a  system  of  petty  warfare  cattle  qtcl  VjrX^^k^ 
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the  Quenoith  Indians  and  those  of  the  Lower  Chihalis,  living  on  Gray's 
Harbor.  The  diflSculty  originated  in  an  old  grudge.  Their  hostilities 
are  confined  to  a  system  of  lying  in  wait,  sudden  descents^  murders, 
thefts,  reprisals,  &c.,  which  could  be  eflfectually  broken  up  by  proper 
steps  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  department.  Let  an  Indian  agent,  with 
a  well  armed  and  eflBcient  party  of  whites,  sufficiently  large  to  com- 
mand respect,  proceed  to  the  theatre  of  hostilities,  call  a  council  of 
the  belligerents,  hear  all  the  grievances  of  both  parties,  make  some 

?)re6ent8  to  the  relatires  of  those  who  have  been  killed,  and  then,  having 
brmally  pledged  both  parties  to  desist  from  further  hostilities,  the 
difficulty  would  be  at  an  end.  There  is  danger,  if  this  diflficulty  is 
not  checked  in  time,  that  it  may  extend  to  neighboring  tribes,  and 
that  even  whites  may  be  involved  in  it.  On  the  score  of  humanity, 
therefore,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  promote  the  safety  of  the  settle 
ments  on  Gray's  Harbor  and  the  Chinalis  river,  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  this  matter  receive  your  early  consideration,  and  that 
I  or  some  other  person  receive  the  necessary  authority  to  act  in  the 
premises. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  1856,  as  will  be  seen  by  my  monthly  report 
for  that  month,  an  Indian  of  the  Upper  Chihalis  tribe,  named  Siammd, 
was  shot  at  Fort  Henness,  near  this  place.  The  deceased  was  a  friendly 
Indian  ;  and  although  no  sufficient  evidence  has  as  yet  transpired  to 
fix  the  crime  upon  any  individual,  there  has  never  been  the  slightest 
doubt,  in  either  the  minds  of  whites  or  Indians,  that  the  deed  was 
committed  by  a  white  man.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  state 
that  where  an  injury  has  been  done  to  an  Indian  tribe^  the  tribe  will 
never  be  satisfied  until  the  wrong  has  been  revenged,  or  some  kind  of 
reparation  made.  No  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  arrange  this 
matter  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  tribe;  and  although  the  Indians  say 
very  little  about  it  at  present,  it  is  but  too  evident  that  they  hold  it 
against  the  whites  to  this  day,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  some 
kind  of  reparation,  however  slight,  is  made.  I  would  recommend, 
therefore,  that,  in  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  Indians,  presents 
be  made  to  the  tribe,  and  the  difficulty  will  be  forever  settled. 

In  the  late  Indian  war  none  of  the  Indians  of  this  district  partici- 
pated in  the  hostilities  against  the  whites.    The  Chihalis  and  Oowlita 
tribes,  however,  at  one  time  were  ripe  for  revolt,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  prompt  and  energetic  steps  taken  by  the  Indian  department 
here  there  would  have  been  a  general  outbreak.     In  speaking  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  department,  I  refer  principally  to  the  suc- 
cessful policy  of  collecting  all  the  friendly  Indians  at  proper  localities, 
not  allowing  them  to  roam  about,  but  keeping  them  together,  and 
feeding  them  when  necessary.     The  success  of  this  policy  was  proba- 
bly more  fully  and  completely  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  Indians 
under  my  charge  than  in  that  of  any  other  tribe  in  the  Territory. 
The  Cowlitz  and  Chihalis  Indians  living  upon  the  prairies,  as  expert 
in  the  use  of  the  rifle  as  they  are  in  the  management  of  horses,  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  all  the  roads,  trails,  and  fastnesses  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  possessing  much  knowledge  of  the  whites,  were 
well  calculated  to  do  great  injury,  and  were  not  wanting  in  the  requi- 
site ppirit.     Immed\ale\y  wipoii  \\i^  o>\\)at^^\^^A  Averted  to  collect 
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the  Indians  together,  which  order  had  been  complied  with,  in  eflfect, 
before  it  was  received.  I  was  not  aware,  however,  that  at  that  very 
time  these  Indians  were  in  constant  communication  and  partially  in 
league  with  the  hostiles.  A  plot  had  been  formed,  in  which,  among 
other  arrangements  preliminary  to  a  general  outbreak,  the  murder  of 
myself,  family,  and  neighbors  had  been  agreed  upon,  and  the  mode  of 
dividing  our  property  among  the  Indians  settled  and  understood. 
Fortunately,  I  discovered  this  plot  in  time,  and,  by  proper  manage- 
ment, it  was  crushed  in  the  bud,  and  since  then  I  am  aware  of  no 
similar  project  being  mooted. 

In  this  connexion  it  will  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  compara- 
tively large  issues  of  provisions,  &c.,  then  made  to  the  Indians.  As 
a  matter  of  course^  the  keeping  such  a  large  number  of  Indians 
together,  without  allowing  them  permission  to  go  ofif,  either  to  hunt 
for  game  or  to  collect  other  provisions,  involved  the  necessity  of  feed- 
ing them,  and  this  will  account  for  the  seeming  discrepancy  between 
the  extent  of  the  issues  then  made  and  those  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities.  Afterwards,  as  the  danger  grew  less,  a  few  of  the  most 
trustworthy  were  allowed  to  hunt,  and,  indeed,  ammunition  in  small 
quantities  was  furnished  them,  until  by  degrees,  as  the  danger  passed 
oflf,  the  issues  were  reduced  to  a  very  low  point,  and  the  Indians  were 
permitted  to  roam  at  large,  as  formerly.  At  the  present  time,  as  will 
be  seen  by  my  property  return,  the  issues  were  confined  to  a  few  arti- 
cles of  prime  necessity,  and,  except  in  cases  of  payment  for  actual 
and  necessary  services,  are  only  made  to  the  destitute  and  helpless. 
I  have  now  respectfully  to  report  that  my  issues  to  the  Indians,  as 
shown  in  my  returns  for  the  last  two  quarters,  have  been  reduced  to 
the  very  lowest  point  compatible  with  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

At  the  present  time  the  relations  between  the  Indians  of  my  charge 
and  the  whites  are  those  of  peace  and  friendship.  How  long  these 
may  last  depends  entirely  upon  how  long  the  government  neglects  to 
treat  with  these  Indians  in  reference  to  lands  upon  which  they  have 
always  lived,  which  they  have  always  regarded  as  their  own,  but 
which  are  gradually  and  steadily  being  appropriated  by  the  settlers, 
and  from  which  the  Indians  are  as  gradually  and  steadily  being 
driven  ofif  by  the  enclosures  of  civilization.  I  cannot  too  strongly  re- 
present to  you  the  necessity  for  making  treaties  with  all  the  Indians 
of  my  district.  Living,  as  the  great  majority  of  them  do,  among  the 
settlemeutsj  with  no  one  locality  which  they  can  confidently  call  their 
own,  no  place  for  a  village  vhich  they  can  have  any  security  that 
they  will  not  be  compelled  to  abandon  the  very  next  season,  and  no 
grazing  spot  from  which  their  horses  may  not  be  excluded  the  next 
week  by  the  fence  of  the  settler,  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
they  should  be  dissatisfied  and  complain.  The  Indian  thus  hemmed 
in  and  hemmed  out,  circumscribed  or  driven  ofiT,  his  small  but  heredi- 
tary potato  patch  included  in  the  ample  area  of  a  ten-acre  field,  his 
ancient  burial  ground  burnt  over  or  ploughed  up,  he  comes  to  regard 
himself  as  a  stranger,  an  outcast  and  a  renegade,  even  in  the  land  of 
his  birth.  In  this  state  of  mind  he  naturally  reflects,  with  bitter  feel- 
ings, upon  his  condition  before  the  whites  came  among  them^  aa<L  Va 
sighs  when  he  thinks  of  ''those  good  old.  t\me«?'  ^\\^ti  V^^^^  '^^ 
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andiBpnted  lord  of  the  soil.  And  still,  wlien  lie  giTes  expression  to 
his  feelings,  which  he  fre<juently  does  in  complaints  to  his  agent  or 
some  other  white  man,  he  is  in?ariahly  told  to  he  patient ;  "  govern- 
ment will  treat  with  yon  after  a  while,  and  pay  you  for  yonr  lands; 
a  reservation  will  be  set  off  for  you,  where  yon  will  have  a  permanent 
home,  where  you  will  have  a  comfortable  house  during  the  rainy  sea- 
son, and  can  always  be  comfortably  clothed ;  a  schcKn  will  he  estab- 
lished for  the  education  of  your  children  ;  a  physician  will  always  1* 
in  readiness  to  cure  your  sick  without  charge ;  you  will  he  instructed 
in  the  art  of  agriculture  ;  you  will  be  assisted  in  opening  farms,  and 
be  furnished  with  tools  and  seeds ;  in  fine,  you  will  have  grazing 
lands  for  your  horses,  and  your  burial  grounds  will  he  no  more  inter- 
fered with."  This  promise  cheers  his  drooping  spirits,  and  he  goes 
to  his  loJge  much  encouraged.  Months  and  years,  however,  roll  by; 
more  lands  are  taken  up  by  the  settlers,  but  no  steps  taken^  and  no 
visible  progress  made  towards  the  fulfilment  of  the  promise  made  to 
the  Indian.  Meanwhile,  having  waited  patiently,  and  looking  con- 
fidently to  the  realization  of  his  hopes  in  vain  for  years,  he  becomes 
discouraged,  soured,  and  sullen.  The  Indians  cannot  loneer  be  satis- 
fied with  promises ;  they  require  something  more  substantial. 

Recently,  however,  the  Indians  of  my  cnarge  have  received  much 
encouragement  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Medicine  creek, 
and  the  promptness  and  earnestness  with  which  the  fnlfilment  of  its 
provisions  has  been  entered  upon.  They  do  not  despair  ;  but  still  it 
IS  but  too  evident  that  tfcey  are  uneasy  and  dissatisfied.  A  treaty  at 
present  could  be  made  without  diflSculty  with  all  the  Indians  of  xnr 
charge,  and  its  stipulations  would  be  faithfully  observed  by  the 
Indians. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  present  state  in 
which  nearly  all  the  Indians  of  my  district  live,  scattered   around 
among  the  farms  of  the  settlers,  is  productive  of  bad  effects  upon  both 
the  Indians  and  whites.     As  regards  the  Indians,  it  facilitates  their 
obtaining  whiskey,  and  is  a  prolific  source  of  false  reports  and  ground- 
less fears.     There  are  men  to  be  found  in  every  settlement  who  will 
not  only  not  scruple  to  give  them  liquor,  but  will,  through  bad  or 
mischievous  motives,  tell  them  stories  about  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment in  reference  to  Indians,  which  give  wrong  impressions  to  the 
Indians,  and  which  sometimes  the  best  efforts  of  the  agents  are  exer- 
cised in  vain  to  remove.     On  the  other  hand,  it  has  a  bad  effect  upon 
the  settlers,  and  a  deleterious  influence  upon  the  best  interests  of  the 
Territory.     Having  emigrated  to  the  Territory  at  the  express  invita- 
tion of  the  general  government,  is  it  not  asking  too  much  that  the 
settler,  with  his  wife  and  family,  unacquainted  with  Indians  and 
Indian  habits,  shall  be  compelled  to  settle  upon  lands  to  which  the 
Indian  title  is  not  extinct,  and  which  are  occupied  in  common  by 
whites  and  Indians?     The  Indian  in  his  native,  uncivilized  state,  is 
not  a  being  governed  and  regulated  in  his  intercourse  with  people 
outside  of  his  own  tribe  by  fixed  rules  and  principles  of  action.     His 
conduct,  in  such  cases,  is  altogether  controlled  by  circumstances.     He 
may  be  to-day  your  friend  and  protector  ;  to-morrow,  without  provo- 
cation on  your  part,  he  may  \)ei  yowt  dLfc^fiX^  «vi^m^  ^\Am>axderer. 


SECRETARY   OF  THE   INTERIOR.  633 

When,  therefore,  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  In- 
dian population  here  is  at  least  double  that  of  the  whites ;  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  character  of  the  most  domesticated  Indians,  as  devel- 
oped in  the  late  war,  showing  that  those  who  have  lived  for  years  on 
terms  of  friendship  in  the  families  of  whites  did  not  hesitate  to  betray 
their  benefactors,  but  were  the  first  to  take  up  arms  and  the  most  to 
be  dreaded;  when,  I  repeat,  all  these  facts  are  taken  into  considera- 
tion, does  it  not  seem  a  little  unjust  that  the  lives  of  valuable  citizens, 
including  women  and  children,  should  be  placed  in  constant  jeopardy 
simply  because  the  general  government  neglects  to  do  that  which  it 
ought  to  do,  and  which  it  must  of  necessity  do  in  the  course  of  time? 

A  treaty,  therefore,  should  be  made  with  all  the  Indians  of  this  dis- 
trict without  delay.  Let  two  good  reservations  be  set  off,  and  the  exe- 
cution of  the  treaty  stipulations  entered  upon  in  good  faith,  and  all 
will  be  right. 

In  making  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  of  this  district,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  not  less  than  two  reservations  be  set  apart  for  the  Indians, 
the  selection  of  which  be  left  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  further,  that  the  President  shall  have  the  power,  when  he  shall 
deem  it  best,  to  change  those  reservations,  or  remove  and  concentrate 
the  Indians  in  conjunction  with  other  tribes  upon  one  or  more  general 
reservations.  At  present,  and  for  a  number  of  years  to  come,  there 
should  be  at  least  two  reservations  for  the  Indians  of  this  district :  one 
upon  the  coast  north  of  Gray's  Harbor  for  the  coast  Indians,  and  one 
on  the  Chihalis,  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  for  the  Indians  of  the 
interior.  The  Indians  of  the  coast  cannot  be  concentrated  upon  a 
reservation  along  with  those  belonging  to  rivers  and  the  interior. 
This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  their  customs,  habits,  and  modes  of  ob- 
taining subsistence,  are  entirely  and  widely  different.  Also,  old  ani- 
mosities and  hatreds  which  have  subsisted  from  time  immemorial 
between  them  would  seem  to  forbid,  for  years  to  come,  the  hope  of  a 
reconciliation  which  would  eventuate  in  their  living  harmoniously 
together. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedident  servant, 

SIDNEY  S.  FORD,  Sr., 

Special  Indian  Agent,  W.  T. 

Colonel  J.  W.  Nesbiith, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  for  Oregon  and 

Washington  Territories,  Salem,  Oregon  Territory, 


No.  102. 

Office  of  Indian  Agency,  Vancouver, 

Washington  Territory,  July  25,  1867. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  my  annual  report  for  my  district  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1857.     It  is  with  feelings  of  gratification 
that  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  peace  and  quiet  throughout  this 
district.     The  country  comprising  this  district  that  I  \v^n^  Ocvw^^  ^1 
embraces  all  the  country  in  Washington  T^ttVIot^  \>oTd.wv\i^  qv^.  KJt^^ 


634  REPORT   OF   THE 

Columbia  river  from  its  mouth  to  tlie  vicinity  of  the  Dalles,  having 
charge  of  all  the  Indians  whose  habitations  are  on  or  near  the  Colom- 
bia river. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  Indians  of  this  district  are  under  charge 
of  Local  Agent  A.  Townsend,  at  White  Salmon  reservation.  The 
Indians  number  about  eight  hundred,  made  up  of  the  Vancouver  In- 
dians and  Cascade  Indians,  and  the  remainder,  mostly  KUkatati, 
that  were  scattered  along  the  river,  and  roaming  over  the  country  it 
large.  Since  locating  them  on  the  reservation,  they  manifest  a  wil- 
lingness and  desire  to  cultivate  small  tracts  of  ground,  and  to  other- 
wise employ  themselves  to  make  their  own  living  for  the  futoie, 
having  been  made  sensible  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  goven- 
ment  to  subsist  them  longer  than  they  can  provide  for  themselves.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  the  feelings  of  the  Indians  at  the  White 
Salmon  reservation  are  kindly  disposed  towards  the  whites  ;  in  fact, 
they  have  withstood  all  the  arguments  and  inducements  of  the  war 
party  to  join  them  to  renew  the  war.  They  expressed  themselves  de- 
termined to  abide  and  obey  the  directions  of  the  government  and  her 
agents.  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  subjoined  report  of 
Local  Agent  Townsend,  made  to  me  at  my  request,  that  I  might  place 
before  you,  and  through  you  before  the  Indian  department  at  Wash- 
ington city,  the  fullest  details  in  my  power  to  give,  to  place  within 
your  reach  all  the  information  to  enable  you  to  report^  at  an  earlj 
day  to  Washington  city,  to  the  proper  department. 

In  reply  to  your  request  to  furnish  information  of  the  condition  of 
schools,  shops,  and  buildings,  I  would  state,  no  treaties  having  bees 
made  with  any  of  the  Indians  in  this  district,  as  a  matter  of  course 
none  have  gone  into  operation.  You  will  be  pleased  to  notice,  in  Mr. 
Townsend's  report,  a  statement  in  reference  to  agency  buildings  at 
White  Salmon  reservation ;  no  others  have  been  erected  in  this  district 

1  by  the  Indian  department. 

^  My  opinion,   from  information  and  observation,  is,  that   a  large 

portion  of  the  Indians  in  this  district  are  inclined  to  engage  in  the 

.  cultivation  of  the  various  vegetables,  and,  to  some  extent,  in  grains; 

'  even  modest  inducements  held  out  by  the  Indian  department,  sanc- 

tioned by  the  government,  will  reclaim  a  large  proportion  from  their 
wild  mode  of  life,  and  render  them  better  friends  to  the  whites  than 
it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  in  their  wild  native  state. 

There  are  bands  of  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river,  their  numbers  uncertain,  being  made  up  of  various 
small  tribes,  and  scattered  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  somewhat 
remote  from  any  communication  with  the  hostile  bands,  who  have  re- 
mained in  a  comparitively  quiet  state  during  the  recent  Indian  war.    No 

,  provisions  have  been  given  to  these  Indians,  beyond  some  small  amounts 

T  and  some  goods,  as  an  indemnification  for  murders  committed  among 

them  by  some  desperate  white  men  who  infest  their  country,  and  whom 
the  laws  of  the  country  have  failed  to  reach — mostly,  abandoned 
seamen,  natives  of  all  countries,  and  disregarding  the  laws  of  all 
civilized  life. 

In  reply  to  your  request  to  be  informed  as  to  the  number  of  Indians 
that  have  been  subsisled  m  \.\u%  4\&Vtvi^^  1  'would  state,  in  the  imme- 
diate district  some  e\g\it  Vwndx^dL^X'^Vv^'^js^^wi.  t^»«i:\%M\q,xi-^  o^ 
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posite  the  Dalles,  in  this  Territory,  under  the  charge  of  Local  Agent 
John  T.  Noble,  one  thousand  Indians ;  and  in  the  Simcoe  valley,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifteen  Indians  ;  and  supplies  were  fur- 
nished by  Agent  Noble,  from  the  Dalles,  to  Agent  Craig,  at  Walla- 
Walla,  to  a  considerable  amount ;  the  previous  quantity  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  believe  it  is  safe  to  state  that  at  least  four  thousand  Indians 
have  been  subsisted  from  this  point,  extending  to  the  Walla- Walla 
agency,  in  charge  of  Agent  Craig,  at  a  cost  of  about  twelve  dollars  per 
head,  including  clothing  and  cost  of  buildings  for  agency  on  White  Sal- 
mon reservation.  Under  instructions  from  Governor  Stevens,  super- 
intendent of  Indian  affairs  of  Washington  Territory,  I  bought  and 
shipped  the  supplies  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  local  agents  in 
all  the  upper  country,  namely  :  White  Salmon,  Dalles,  &c.,  &c.  No 
issues  of  provisions  are  now  being  made,  other  than  to  the  sick  and 
infirm  ;  the  Indians  being  able  to  obtain  their  living  and  prepare  for 
the  coming  winter,  if  not  prevented  by  a  renewal  of  war. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  to  furnish  you  with  estimates  for 
the  current  year's  expenses  to  maintain  peace  with  the  Indians  in  this 
district,  I  have  to  state,  to  do  so  would  be  altogether  conjectural. 
Should  not  war  again  be  renewed,  and  the  Indians  under  my  charge 
be  permitted  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations,  no  further  subsistence 
will  be  required  beyond  the  present  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Indian 
department  already  made. 

I  think,  beyond  some  clothing  and  a  small  amount  of  supplies,  no 
further  expense  of  moment  need  be  incurred  by  the  Indian  depart- 
ment. This  statement,  however,  is  based  on  the  fact  that  there  are  no 
further  Indian  hostilities ;  should  it  be  otherwise,  and  the  Indians  be 
not  prevented  from  fishing,  hunting,  and  obtaining  roots  and  berries, 
and  their  usual  means  of  subsistence,  by  being  driven  from  their  fish- 
ing grounds,  root  and  berry  fields,  then  the  question  presents  itself, 
shall  the  Indian  department  feed  and  protect  the  friendly  Indians  who 
have  and  will  continue  to  maintain  good  faith  towards  the  whites,  or 
not?  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  public  policy  would  dictate  that  it 
should,  under  such  circumstances,  be  done  ;  it  would  inspire  faith  in 
the  government  and  agents,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  to  an  extent 
to  lead  them  to  submit  wholly  to  government  demands  and  directions. 
There  is  an  implied  obligation  resting  on  government,  to  say  the  least, 
to  keep  these  Indians  from  suffering.  Their  country  has  been  taken 
from  them  without  a  treaty  being  made  with  them,  or  remuneration 

fiven  them  for  it,  in  this  district.  They  patiently  submit  to  the 
irections  and  requirements  of  government  agents.  Their  claims  to 
consideration  and  kind  treatment  are  strong.  It  strikes  me  it  places 
them  in  the  attitude  of  fit  objects  of  government  protection  if  a  neces- 
sity should  arise  that  would  demand  it. 

I  might  hazard  many  opinions  as  the  result  of  my  own  reflections 
and  observations,  but  confine  myself  to  the  briefest  statements,  to 
afford  you  the  desired  information  called  for  by  you. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  CAIN, 
Indian  Agent,  Columbia  River  District. 
Hon.  J.  W.  Nesmith, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


\ 
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Whitb  Salmon  Beservation, 

June  30,  1857. 

Sir:  I  was  appointed  local  agent  in  charge  of  Indians  at  White 
Salmon  reservation  September  1,  1856.  Indians  consisted  of  the 
Vancouver  and  Lewis  river  tribe  of  Klikatatsand  the  Cascade  Indians, 
who  had  remained  friendly  during  the  war,  numbering  three  hundred 
and  forty  persons ;  also,  branch  of  the  Klikatat  tribe,  who  were  among 
the  hostiles,  and  with  whom  Colonel  Wright  effected  a  peace  treaty 
and  induced  to  leave  the  hostile  ranks ;  these,  with  a  few  additions 
from  Simcoe  and  the  Takima,  increased  the  number  to  ahout  eight 
hundred  persons. 

The  reservation  lies  in  the  Klikatat  country,  between  the  Klikatat 
and  White  Salmon  rivers,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  along  the  Colum- 
bia river,  and  extending  back  to  the  La  Camas  prairie  about  twentr 
miles,  lying  in  and  on  the  east  slope  of  the  Cascade  mountains. 

The  country  is  well  adapted  for  Indian  use — containing  within  itself 
an  abundance  of  wild  roots,  berries,  game,  and  salmon — while  it  is 
poorly  adapted  for  agricultural  purposes ;  is  very  mountainous ;  while 
a  short  distance  back  from  the  Columbia  river,  owing  to  elevation, 
frosty  mghts  prevail  most  of  the  summer.  There  is  a  small  amount 
of  tillable  land  on  the  Columbia,  where  the  agency  building  is  erected, 
and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Klikatat  river  where  a  band  of  the  Indians 
are  living;  here  fair  crops  can  be  raised,  though  the  dry  climate 
renders  irrigation  necessary. 

Headquarters  of  the  reservation  are  situated  four  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  White  Salmon  river,  on  the  Columbia,  being  the  only  place 
always  accessible  to  steamboats,  and  on  land  claimed  by  E.  J.  Jo»- 
lynn,  who  was  driven  from  his  farm  by  the  hostile  Indians,  and  whose 
buildings  and  property  they  destroyed.  Hero  I  proceeded  to  erect  a 
house  suitable  for  storing  purposes,  and  as  a  dwelling  for  employes  of 
the  department^  (there  being  none  other  within  many  miles  in  the 
Territory,)  employing  R.  L." White  as  carpenter,  at  $4  per  day,  and 
four  Indians  to  assist  him,  at  |30  per  montn.  The  house  is  composed 
of  hewn  logs  ;  its  dimensions  twenty  by  thirty  feet  on  the  first  story 
and  twenty-four  by  thirty-four  on  the  second,  fifteen  feet  high,  and 
finished  inside  with  lumber.  Here  the  Indian  trails  from  the  interior 
all  concentrate,  there  being  one  from  Simcoe  and  the  Yakima  valley 
that  can  be  travelled  in  one  and  a  half  day.  Situation  for  Indians 
of  this  Territory  very  central,  being  but  twenty  miles  from  the  great 
La  Camas  prairie,  at  which  place  all  the  Washington  Territory 
Indians  from  Vancouver  over  to  the  Spokane  river  annually  congre- 
gate in  the  summer  season  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  camas,  their 
?:reat  staple  root,  and  for  racing  and  trading  horses.  I  found  the 
ndians,  particularly  those  from  Vancouver  and  Cascades,  owing  to 
their  previous  close  confinement  in  consequence  of  the  war,  in  a  state 
ofalmost  complete  destitution;  many  families  who  were,  comparativelv, 
in  affluent  circumstances  before  the  war,  having  spent  their  lives  m 
close  proximity  to  the  wYvvlea^  o^m\i^TSi^\i^VQ.\^^%^Vv\ah  were  allowed 
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to  raDj^e  unmolested,  by  working  out,  by  cultivating  small  patches  of 
land  ^r  themselves,  and  by  hunting  and  fishing  occasionally,  they 
were  able  to  procure  a  very  comfortable  livelihood.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  it  became  necessary,  on  account  of  the  fears  of  the 
whites,  and  to  prevent  intercourse  between  those  who  professed  friend- 
ship and  the  nostile  forces,  to  keep  them  closely  confined  on  the 
reserve  at  Vancouver ;  during  which  time  a  large  number  of  their 
horses  and  other  property  that  was  left  at  their  old  habitations  was 
stolen  or  destroyea.  w  ith  the  remnants  they  were  then  removed  to  this 
reservation.  Winter  was  approaching,  and  I  saw  and  reported  to  you 
the  fact  that  they  could  not  but  be  almost  entirely  dependent  on  the 
department  for  their  subsistence  until  spring,  and  to  a  degree  still 
larger  ;  for  Indians  who  have  been  raised  amon^  whites,  and  who  have 
acquired  many  of  the  habits  and  wants  of  civilized  life,  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  readily  assume  those  of  the  savage  and  be  contented  with 
the  hard,  scanty  fare  of  their  progenitors  ;  nor,  I  apprehend,  is  this  a 
species  of  progression  that  would  meet  the  views  of  government. 
About  eight  hundred  persons  were  subsisted  during  the  winter  on  the 
reservation.  As  spring  advanced,  their  supplies  were  curtailed  as 
much  as  possible,  furnishing  enough  to  keep  them  from  want,  but  not 
sufficient  to  encourage  them  in  idleness.  In  consequence,  those  to 
whom  it  came  most  natural,  soon  as  the  season  allowed,  took  to  the 
mountains  and  valleys  back,  in  search  of  roots  and  game,  while  many 
others  applied  for  permission  and  assistance  to  farm,  which  request 
was  complied  with,  after  being  submitted  for  your  approval.  About 
one  hundred  persons,  mostly  heads  of  families,  were  supplied  with 
tools,  seed,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  assistance  of  teams,  &c.,  in 
ploughing.  Some  thirty  to  forty  acres  of  land  were  got  in,  mostly  in 
potatoes  and  peas,  the  latter  of  which,  having  been  sowed  too  late,  I 
regret  to  say,  have  suffered  much  from  drought.  Of  potatoes,  there 
will  be  a  fair  crop,  but  in  some  localities  they,  too,  have  suffered.  They 
also  have  been  offered  every  inducement  and  facility  for  laying  up 
large  stores  of  salmon,  both  dried  and  salted,  and  roots,  for  their 
winter  sustenance.  They  are  busily  engaged,  and,  in  the  event  of  a 
continuance  of  peace,  I  am  encouraged  to  believe  that  the  coming 
winter  they  will  be  comfortable  without  assistance  from  the  depart- 
ment. The  Klikatat  tribe,  numbering  about  four  hundred  fighting 
men,  are  known  as  the  best  hunters  and  boldest  warriors  among  all 
the  surrounding  tribes  ;  though  few  in  number,  their  superiority,  in 
point  of  courage  and  skill  in  the  use  of  the  rifle,  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  Indians ;  hence,  several  attempts  have  been  made  by 
the  leaders  of  the  war  party,  during  the  past  winter  and  spring,  to 
induce  them  to  leave  the  reservation  and  rejoin  them,  but.  without  the 
slightest  success.  Unless  intimidated  by  superior  numbers,  I  believe 
they  cannot  be  influenced  in  the  slightest  degree  prejudicial  to  the 
interest  of  the  government. 

Respectfully, 

A.  TOWNSEND,  Local  Agent. 
Captain  J.  Cain, 

Indian  Agents  Columbia  Biver  District, 
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Office  Spbcul  Indian  Agent, 

Dalka,  Jtdy  31,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  vour  circular  of  the  2d  of  June  last,  I  haic 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

I  received  the  appointment  of  special  agent  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, Washington  Territory,  from  Governor  and  Superintendent 
Isaac  I.  Stevens,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1856,  from  which  time  I  was 
on  special  duty  up  to  the  1st  of  March,  1857,  when  I  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Yakima  district. 

This  district  embraces  that  part  of  Washington  Territory  lying  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Columbia  river,  between  the  46tli  and  48th 
parallels  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  Columbia  river  and  Cas- 
cade mountains  on  the  east  and  west,  respectively — the  Columbia  form- 
ing the  eastern  and  southern  boundaries. 

The  Indians  residing  within  this  district  are  the  Yakimas,  They 
occupy  the  country  drained  by  the  river  of  that  name,  which  rises  in 
the  extreme  northwestern  portion  of  the  district,  runs  a  southeastern 
course,  and  empties  into  the  Columbia  about  twenty  miles  above  Fort 
Walla-Walla. 

They  are  divided  into  two  principal  bands,  namely  :  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Yakimas.  Each  of  these  bands  is  made  up  of  a  number  of 
small  bands,  or  villages,  each  band  or  village  acknowledging  the 
authority  of  one  or  more  chiefs  or  principal  men  ;  but  intermarriages, 
a  common  language,  and  common  interests  unite  them  as  a  whole. 
They  were  formerly  a  wealthy  and  prosperous  tribe,  some  of  them 
possessing  lar^e  herds  of  horses  and  cattle,  but  they  have  become  verj 
much  impoverished  during  the  war,  and  in  fact  have  lost  nearly  every- 
thing, or  have  given  it  away  in  hiring  Indians  who  were  friendly 
disposed  to  join  them  in  hostilities. 

The  Upper  Yakimas  occupy  the  country  upon  the  Wenass  and  main 
branch  of  the  Yakima,  above  the  forks ;  the  Lower,  upon  the  Yakima 
and  its  tributaries,  below  the  forks,  and  along  the  Columbia,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Yakima  to  a  point  three  miles  below  the  Dalles. 

Over  the  Upper  Yakimas  there  were  formerly  two  chiefs,  Seheyas 
and  Ouhi;  and  over  the  Lower,  Kamiakin  and  his  two  brothers,  Skloo 
and  Shawawai ;  of  all  these,  Kamiakin  possessed  the  greatest  influ- 
ence, but  at  present  none  of  them  can,  by  any  means,  be  considered 
friendly  ;  consequently,  that  portion  of  the  tribe  who  are  friendly  dis- 

fosed  do  not  acknowledge  their  authority.     Each  band  of  friendly 
ndians  has  its  own  chief,  and  no  particular  man  is  recognized  by  the 
different  bands  as  head  chief. 

Their  condition,  since  I  have  been  in  charge  of  the  district,  has  been 
such  as  to  render  it  almost  impracticable  for  me  to  visit  all  the  different 
bands,  much  less  to  take  an  accurate  census  ;  but  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  get  reliable  information  in  reference  to  those  living  on  the 
Yakima,  as  to  their  number,  character,  &c. 
There  are  a  number  o^  \)aivd%  o^cM\i^\\i%\Xi^^^\\ftY*  of  the  Nachess 
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and  Simcoe  rivers,  and  along  the  main  Yakima,  who  have  been 
declared  friendly  by  the  military  authorities. 

The  following  table  gives  the  names  of  the  chiefs,  the  location  of 
their  respective  bands,  also  the  number  of  adult  persons  in  each  band : 


Names. 


Location. 


No. 


Swon-tie Fort  Simcoe... 

Sapu-lia Yakima  river.. 

Bhoo-ihat-skio Nacheu  valley. 

So-hup-pee 

8kam-mow-a Simcoe  valley. 

Cut-throe 


Total  Dumber  . 


75 

60 
80 
50 
100 
75 

440 


These  people  were  partly  supplied  with  provisions  during'the  past 
winter  and  spring,  and  will  require  some  assistance  from  the  depart- 
ment during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter.  They  manifest  a  strong 
desire  to  remain  on  friendly  terms. 

There  are  also  nine  hundred  and  twenty-three  friendly  Indians 
located  at  the  Dalles.  They  are  divided  into  three  principal  bands, 
namely :  the  Wish-hams,  Click-a-hut,  and  Skien  bands. 

The  following  table  gives  the  names  of  the  chiefs  and  principal 
men,  and  the  proportion  of  men,  women,  and  children,  in  their 
respective  bands  : 


Names  of  chiefs  and 
principal  men. 


Ool-wash 

SoD-e-wah 

Hy-as-sam 

Mo-nan-Dock 

Elet-Palmer 

Foo-e-ah-what-tee .... 

We-shat-nip-its 

Se-ah*cat 

Looney  

Wis-con-pey 

Gov-e-nor 

Tarkill 

Total  number — 


s 

01 


S 


5i 
7 
38 
35 
18 
26 
15 
33 
35 
31 
3^ 


341 


-3 

a 


36 
59 
4 
52 
31 
28 
24 
11 
34 
20 
34 
38 


361 


e 
s 


14 
29 

2 
41 
25 
11 
18 

5 
16 
12 
27 
21 


221 


I 


3 


60 

139 

13 


31 
83 
67 
92 
91 


Name  of  the  band  to 
which  they  belong. 


Wish-ham  . 
...do...... 

Click-a-hnt  . 

131     Skien 

9i    .-..do 

57    ....do...... 

68   ....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


923 


Remarks. 


Head  chief.... 
Principal  man  . 

Chief 

Head  chief.... 
Principal  man. 

......  GO  ....  ... 

do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


The  Wish-hams,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  above  table,  have  two  chiefs. 
Col  wash  and  Sonewah  ;  of  these,  Colwash  possesses  the  greatest  influ- 
ence, and  is  recognized  as  the  head  chief  of  tVv^  W\i^.    ^V^-^  NS'^^^i 
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formerly  a  large  band,  bat  tbeir  numbers  were  greatl  j  diminisbed  by 
tbe  smallpox  in  tbe  year  1854. 

Of  the  Click-a-bnt  band,  as  is  shown  above,  there  are  but  thirteen ; 
these  are  the  remains  of  a  large  band  which,  like  tbe  Wiab-faams, 
were  depopnlaled  by  the  smallpox  in  the  same  year.^ 

Of  the  Skien  band,  Mo-nan-nock  is  the  head  chief.  He  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-one  of  his  people,  together  with  the  Wisb-hanu 
and  Click-a-hut  bands,  are  highly  deserving  the  fiivorable  oonsideia- 
tion  of  government  for  the  steadfastness  with  which  tbey  beld  thdr 
position  daring  the  war  as  friends  of  the  whites,  notwitbatandinc 
the  persecutions  of  the  balance  of  the  tribe,  from  whom  they  suffered 
many  wrongs,  such  as  the  stealing  of  their  horses,  destroying  of  their 

{property,  and  continuously  threatening  to  attack  and  burn  their  vil- 
ages,  and  take  them  prisoners,  if  they  did  not  forsake  tbe  whites  and 
join  them  in  hostilities. 

The  remainder  of  Mo-nan-nock's  band  is  divided  into  eight  diffe 
ent  villages,  each  village  having  a  chief  or  principal  mau,  as  is  seen 
in  the  above  table.  They  were  all  actively  engaged  in  tbe  war  from 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  up  to  the  autumn  of  1856,  when  they 
surrendered  to  the  military  forces,  were  disarmed,  and  turned  over  to 
the  officers  of  the  Indian  department  as  friendly  Indians. 

From  their  deportment  since  they  have  been  under  my  charge,  I 
am  led  to  the  belief  that  thev  are  reliable  friends  of  tbe  whites. 

These  three  bands  (Wish-hams,  Click-a-hut,  and  Skien)  claim  thst 
portion  of  the  district  lying  along  the  Columbia  river  from  the  month 
of  the  Yakima  down  to  a  point  three  miles  below  the  Dalles. 

They  were  partly  subsisted  by  government  during  tbe  past  winter 
and  spring  until  such  time  as  they  could  gather  roots  and  subsist 
themselves,  which  was  about  the  first  of  May. 

I  have  used  every  possible  means  to  encourage  them  in  laying  up 
a  good  supply  for  the  winter;  notwithstanding,  they  will  require  some 
assistance  during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter ;  and  should  the 
fall  run  of  salmon  fail,  of  which  there  are  some  fears,  thcj  will  be 
almost  destitute,  and,  if  government  aid  is  not  extended  to  them, 
they  cannot  escape  starvation. 

Many  of  them  manifest  a  strong  desire  to  engage  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  A  few  hoes  and  a  small  amount  of  potatoes  and  garden 
seed  were  furnished  to  some  of  them  last  spring,  and  they  have  taken 
a  very  great  interest  in  cultivating  a  number  of  small  patches,  and 
will  probably  have  this  fall  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hun- 
dred bushels  of  potatoes. 

They  are  very  desirous  that  government  should  take  some  action  in 
their  behalf.  In  their  present  situation  their  woes  are  fast  increas- 
ing ;  and  notwithstanding  they  were  the  first  aggressors  of  the  treaty 
negotiated  with  them  by  Governor  Stevens  and  General  Palmer,  in 
June,  1855,  yet  I  deem  it  my  duty,  in  their  behalf,  to  most  earnestly 
recommend  the  early  confirmation  of  that  treaty,  as  I  am  fully  confi- 
dent that  another  could  not  be  made  with  them  on  as  liberal  terms 
for  the  government,  or  that  would  result  in  as  much  good  to  them- 
selves. 

Portions  of  their  couuit^  ai^  xttib^t  mvlting  to  settlers,  and  is  des* 


8ECBETABT   OF  THE  INTERIOR.  641 

tined  ere  long  to  be  settled  or  thronged  with  miners ;  hence  the 
necessity  of  permanently  locating  the  Indians  on  a  reservation  at  an 
early  day. 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  country,  I  should  consider  the  Simcoe 
valley  the  most  favorable  location  for  an  agency  and  farm,  there  being 
an  abundance  of  excellent  land  for  cultivation,  well  watered,  and  con- 
venient to  timber.  The  fact  that  the  soil  is  productive  is  well  estab- 
lished, as  the  Indians  have  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  the 
war  successfully  cultivated  small  pat  ches  of  corn  potatoes,  and  other 
garden  vegetables. 

Under  the  present  condition  of  affairs  it  is  very  difficult  to  form 
anj  correct  estimates ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  there  will  be  required 
thirty-eight  thousand  dollars  ($38,000)  for  the  maintenance  of  friendly 
relations  and  to  supply  the  actual  necessities  of  the  Indians  in  the 
Yakima  district  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858 ;  and 
should  it  be  deemed  proper  to  establish  an  agency  and  farm  on  the 
Simcoe  reservation,  as  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  1855,  (which  I 
would  again  most  earnestly  recommend,)  an  additional  sum  oi  twenty 
thousand  dollars  ($20,000)  would  be  required. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  BOBIE, 
JSpedal  Indian  Agents  DaUeSf  W,  T. 

J.  W.  Nbsbhth,  Esq., 

Superintendeni  Indian  Affairs y  Oregon  and  W.  T. 
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Walla-Walla  Vallby,  W.  T., 

Jvly  21,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  circular  issued  at  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  at  Salem,  Oregon  Territory,  March 
19,  1857,  to  the  agents  and  sub-agents  of  the  different  tribes  of  your 
superintendency,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  your  office  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  I  think  is  correct,  viz  : 

I  have  in  my  charge  the  friendly  Oayuses,  that  live  in  Washington 
Territory,  and  the  Nez  Percys  tribe.  The  Nez  Percys  country  is 
bounded  west  by  the  Palouse  river,  which  lies  north  of  Snake  river, 
and  the  Tucannon,  which  lies  south  of  Snake  river ;  on  the  north  by 
the  range  of  mountains  between  Clear  Water  and  the  Coeur  d'Alene  ; 
east  by  the  Bitter  Boot  mountains ;  on  the  south  they  are  bounded 
near  the  line  dividing  the  two  Territories. 

The  face  of  their  country  is  barren,  and  very  broken ;  it  is  well 
adapted  for  stock  raising. 

Tney  number  from  thirty-one  to  thirty-five  hundred  souls.     They 
have  quite  a  large  number  of  horses,  and  some  cattle.     They  have 
always  professed  friendship  towards  the  whites  until  last  aum:cQL<^'^^ 
when  there  were  about  two-thirds  of  them  'wYiO  ^ot  «x5i\\fcftL^  \i^Rwss^<^ 
41 
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hoetfle,  and  joined  tbe  hostile  bands  ;  bat  since  tbat  time  thej  hmre 
returned  to  their  country  and  professed  to  be  friendly.  They  are  now 
working  their  little  gardens,  as  they  were  in  the  habit  of  doing  before 
the  war.  I  think  they  have  in  cultivation  some  forty  or  fif^  acres ; 
they  raise  com,  wheat,  peas,  and  potatoes.  It  is  hard  to  make  an  es- 
timate of  the  number  of  bushels  that  they  raise,  as  they  oommenoe 
using  it  before  it  is  ripe. 

I  think,  with  the  assistance  of  some  £EU-ming  utensils,  they  wouU 
be  able  to  raise  their  o?ni  subsistence.  The  last  year  they  were  all 
supplied  with  subsistence  by  the  government  for  a  short  time,  and  t 
part  of  them  until  this  spring,  as  they  had  raised  nothing  daring  tiie 
time  of  the  excitement. 

As  a  tribe,  I  think  them  more  enterprising  and  industrioos  than  any 
of  the  neighboring  tribes.  They  have  no  mills^  shops,  or  houses, 
erected  in  their  country  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

A  part  of  them  appear  anxious  that  the  treaties  should  be  kept,  and 
a  part  do  not  wish  it.  As  soon  as  they  learn  the  treaties  are  not 
sanctioned  they  will  all  be  at  rest. 

They  are  anxious  to  have  their  children  schooled,  and  mills  built 
I  would  suggest  that  an  appropriation  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
be  made,  as  that  sum,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  sufficient  for  those 
things  and  to  maintain  peace  and  friendly  relations  with  the  whites. 

The  friendly  Cayuses  that  have  been  temporarily  in  my  charge  are 
not  doing  much  in  the  way  of  farming  this  summer.  I  suppose  there 
are  about  sixty  souls.  They  do  not  appear  satisfied  that  the  military 
are  established  in  their  country.  I  suppose  Agent  Dennison  will  re- 
port their  condition,  as  he  told  me  had  them  in  his  report. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  CRAIG, 
Indian  Svb-Agent^   W.  T. 

Col.  J.  W.  Nesmfth, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  146. 

Office  Indian  Agency, 
Astoria  District^  July  20,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  complying  with  instructions  issued  in  circular  under  date 
May  19,  1857,  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  for  your  in- 
formation. This  district  embraces  that  portion  of  territory  Ijing  on 
the  south  of  the  Columbia  river,  to  New  Stucker  river,  and  up  to  the 
Columbia  river  to  Oak  Point,  a  portion  of  territory  not  yet  treated  for 
by  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  Indians  in  this  district  is  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  as  follows : 

Cath  Camettes 19 

Clatsops 41 

Klats-ka-nuise 8 

Tillamooks '. 183 
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Being  ninety-five  men,  one  hundred  and  seven  women,  and  forty- 
nine  children.  These  Indians  are,  since  the  very  timely  aid  in  furnish- 
ing them  supplies  by  thesuperintendent  of  Indian  afiairs,  comparatively 
comfortable  for  Indians.  They  alone  are  prepared  to  live  in  most 
wretched  huts  and  yet  appear  satisfied.  Some  have  built  comfortable 
houses,  yet  they  occupy  their  huts  in  preference.  There  is  peace  be- 
tween this  people  and  the  whites.  The  Indians  prefer  the  whites  bein^ 
among  them  than  otherwise  ;  they  perform  little  services,  for  which 
they  are  compensated,  and  make  it  a  matter  of  pecuniary  interest  to 
them. 

There  are  occasionally  little  petty  diflferences  arising  from  their  oc- 
casional intoxication.  I  feel  encouraged  that  this  imposition  upon  the 
Indians  by  those  of  base  principle  is  about  done — the  Indians  not 
being  allowed  to  visit  the  places  where  rum  is  kept  for  sale,  or  where 
they  could  otherwise  obtain  it. 

There  being  no  treaty  with  this  people,  consequently  no  provisions 
made  for  annuity  payment.  I  have  been  obliged  to  issue  them  some 
presents  as  a  quietus,  without  which  they  would  feel  an  injustice  done 
them  ;  their  lands  being  occupied  as  other  lands,  but  not,  as  others, 
allowed  any  equivalent,  it  appears  to  them  a  neglect.  The  favor  from 
thesuperintendent  of  ploughs  and  other  tools  is  by  them  appreciated; 
they  consider  him  interested  in  their  welfare,  and  it  appears  as  an 
evidence  of  their  not  being  forgotten  by  our  government. 

The  Indians,  generally,  are  quite  willing  to  labor  for  the  whites, 
but  have  been  very  reluctant  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
themselves.  Now  they  appear  to  manifest  some  interest ;  and  could 
they  have  some  instructors,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  will  nearly,  or  quite, 
subsist  themselves ;  and  it  is  a  wiser  policy  to  furnish  them  the  means 
of  supporting  themselves  than  for  government  to  subsist  them  ;  and 
while  they  are  kept  constantly  employed,  there  will  be  but  little  mis- 
chief. 

Their  fish,  both  shell  and  fin,  are  in  abundance,  which,  together 
with  their  fruit,  will  do  much  towards  subsisting  them ;  and  it  iu  only 
at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  that  they  may  be  considered  in  a  desti- 
tute situation.  And  since  the  settlement  made  by  the  whites  they  have 
less  game,  save  wild  fowl,  much  of  which  they  are  denied  since  the 
general  hostilities  in  Oregon,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  of  pro- 
curing ammunition.  Their  habits  are  much  changed  since  the  settle- 
ment by  the  whites ;  and  should  the  government  withhold  its  aid,  the 
Indians  would  become  a  heavy  tax  upon  our  citizens.  There  has  been 
no  provision  made  for  the  erection  of  mills,  shops,  or  anything  done 
for  education;  therefore,  I  have  no  report  under  those  heads,  but 
would  recommend  that  a  school  be  established,  and  a  mill  and  shop 
erected.  I  am  satisfied  the  policy  would  be  wise  ;  for  should  their 
lands  be  required  for  settlement,  the  improvements  could  be  disposed 
of  to  advantage  to  the  government,  and,  if  necessary,  provisions  be 
made  for  the  Indians  elsewhere.  These  Indians  would  prefer  remain- 
ing in  their  own  country,  and  subsist  themselves,  as  far  as  they  can, 
from  the  natural  facilities,  which  afford  them  much  food,  together  with 
what  labor  they  may  do  for  the  settlement,  to  leaving  and  being  sup- 
ported by  the  government.     The  most  of  them  have  had  Uavv^^4c^<5iL^ 
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but  none  liberal,  save  the  aged,  infirm,  and  sick,  objects  of  charity. 
There  is  very  little  sickness  among  us,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
Indians  can  be  subsisted  with  far  less  expense  than  they  can  in  the 
valley. 

I  shall  not  require  to  expend  five  thousand  dollars  for  the  current 
year  in  quarterly  apportionments,  not  including  agent's  and  interpre- 
ter's salaries  and  expenses  of  ofSce^  unless  I  am  required  to  make  such 
improvements  as  have  been  suggested  in  the  above ;  if  so,  I  should  re- 
quire twice  the  amount.  The  Indians  are  raising  potatoes  with  their 
hoes,  which  were  furnished  them  some  two  years  ago,  but  their  crop 
will  hardly  have  arrived  at  maturity  when  it  will  be  consumed.  1 
submit  the  above  brief  report,  their  being  nothing  of  further  interest, 
and  subscribe  myself, 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  RAYMOND, 

Indian  8vb^ Agent. 

Col.  J.  W.  Nesboth, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affaiin,  Oregon  and  Washington. 


No.  147. 

SnjTz  Indian  Aobncy, 

J^y  15,  1867. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  your  office  of 
May  19,  1857,  I  herewith  transmit  the  following  report  relative  to 
Indian  affairs  in  this  agency  : 

I  was  instructed  by  the  late  Superintendent  Hedges  to  take  charge 
of  this  district,  which  I  did  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  1856  the 
boundary  and  extent  of  which  is  as  follows:  commencing  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Siletsa  river,  running  south  along  the  coast  about  fifty  miles  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Alena  river ;  thence  east  about  twenty  miles,  to  the 
western  line  of  the  eighth  range  of  townships  in  the  public  survey; 
thence  north,  to  the  intersection  of  a  line  running  east  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Seletsa  river,  thus  embracing  about  one  thousand  square  miles 
in  my  district,  eight  hundred  of  which  are  so  mountainous  and  desti- 
tute of  vegetation  that  animals  cannot  subsist  thereon,  and  even 
mountain  goats  would  perish  with  hunger.  The  remaining  two  hun- 
dred square  miles  embrace  much  valuable  land  and  timber.  In  the 
northern  portion  of  the  district  the  mountains  are  covered  with  green 
fir  timber,  and  abound  with  elk  and  deer,  whilst  the  middle  and 
southern  portions  present  a  most  gloomy  prospect.  It  is  the  most 
rugged  country  I  have  ever  seen,  presenting  one  continued  range  of 
high  sharp  mountains  and  deep  ccAons,  covered  with  immense  forests  of 
dead  timber,  a  portion  of  which  has  fallen  in  all  directions,  and  grown 
over  with  vines  and  underbrush,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  either 
man  or  beast  to  travel  over  them. 

The  Siletsa  river  rises  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  district,  runs 
south  twenty  miles,  thence  west  six  miles,  thence  northwest  to  the 
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ocean.  The  first  prairie  or  arable  land  lies  on  the  river  about  fifteen 
miles  from  its  source;  thence  along:  down  the  river  for  fifteen  miles 
there  is,  alternately,  prairie  and  timber.  The  prairies,  which  embrace 
about  five  thousand  acres,  is  about  all  the  arable  land  in  my  district, 
and  is  the  portion  on  which  the  Indians  are  located.  The  prairie  on 
which  the  agency  buildings  are  being  erected  is  central,  and  only 
about  six  miles  from  an  arm  of  the  Yah-quo-nah  bay,  which  is  navi- 
gable for  small  vessels.  There  can  be  a  wagon  road  made  from  the 
aficency  to  the  bay  with  but  little  expense,  the  divide  between  the  bay 
and  Siletsa  river  being  very  low,  and  prairie  nearly  all  the  way.  The 
tribes  of  Indians  which  have  been  located  in  this  district  are  as  fol- 
lows :  the  Shasta,  or  Upper  Rogue  River  Indians,  which  include  John's 
band,  numbering  one  hundred  and  seventy-two ;  George's,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two;  Joseph  James',  one  hundred  and  sixty,  and 
the  coast  tribes  ;  Joshua's,  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  ;  Cheattee, 
two  hundred  and  fifteen ;  Tototin,  two  hundred  and  two ;  Mackanotin, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine ;  Shastacosta,  one  hundred  and  ten  ; 
Port  Orford,  two  hundred  and  forty-two ;  Coquille,  three  hundred 
and  thirteen  ;  Uka,  eighty  four ;  and  Silitz,  twenty-one,  making  two 
thousand  and  forty-nine  Indians  in  my  district.  They  are  all  wretch- 
edly poor,  and  destitute  of  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life, 
except  what  is  supplied  them  by  the  government. 

An  Indian  who  owns  a  horse  is  thought  to  be  rich.  They  are  gen- 
erally industrious,  and  manifest  a  disposition  to  imitate  the  whites  ; 
and  they  adapt  themselves  to  our  customs  and  learn  the  use  of  tools 
more  readily  than  any  people  I  have  ever  seen.  I  have  them  em- 
ployed in  all  the  different  branches  of  labor  which  is  being  done  at 
this  agency,  such  as  whip-sawing^  chopping,  ploughing,  driving  teams, 
riving  and  shaving  shingles,  and  making  rails,  in  which  many  of 
them  are  doing  better  service  than  one-half  of  the  wbite  men  I  have 
had  employed.  In  a  short  time  we  will  be  able  to  do  all  the  labor 
with  Indians,  except  a  few  white  men  to  instruct  them. 

The  children  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  going  to  school  learn 
very  readily,  many  of  them  having  learned  to  spell,  and  some  of  them 
to  read,  in  the  few  months  they  attended  school  at  the  Grande  Ronde 
agency.  The  zeal  which  their  parents  manifest  in  their  education, 
and  the  aptness  of  the  children  to  learn,  induces  me  to  believe  some- 
thing can  be  done  with  these  people  if  properly  managed ;  and  in  a  few 
years  civilization,  law,  and  order  will  take  the  place  of  savage 
brutality  and  a  disregard  for  the  lives  and  property  of  their  fellow 
man. 

At  present  they  regard  the  white  man  as  their  natural  enemy,  and 
recognize  no  other  principle  of  government  than  that  of  force,  the 
weaker  yielding  to  the  stronger  in  all  instances  ;  and  as  they  regard 
the  whites  as  superior  in  numbers  and  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  they 
have  determined  to  submit  to  such  regulations  as  we  may  think  best 
for  their  future  government  and  advancement  in  civilization. 

They  all  express  a  strong  desire  to  return  to  their  native  country, 
and  appear  to  have  a  superstitious  awe  of  having  their  bodies  buried 
in  a  foreign  land.  Many  of  the  more  sensitive  have  died  from  a  de- 
pression of  spirits,  having  failed  in  the  last  de^ij^T^^ft  %Xx\y^^^  Xr^ 
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regain  their  country,  where  they  once  roamed  free  as  air,  UDmolested 
by  the  white  man,  and  knew  no  bounds  to  their  liberties  and  savage 
ambition. 

I  was  instructed  by  the  late  Superintendent  Hedges  to  commence 
operations  on  the  Silesta  river  in  November,  at  which  time  it  com- 
naenced  raining,  and  rained  until  the  last  day  of  March,  with  only 
eighteen  days'  intermission,  which  made  it  impossible  for  pack  animals 
to  travel;  and  as  no  person  was  willing  to  risk  their  vessels  at  sea  the 
Indians  were  compelled  to  pack  their  supplies  on  foot,  for  one  month, 
a  distance  of  thirty-tive  miles. 

The  farming  operations  will  not  be  extensive  this  year,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  get  seed  in  the  right  season  for  planting.  I  have  about 
four  hundred  acres  enclosed,  three  hundred  of  which  have  been  broken, 
and  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  cultivation ,  as  follows:  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  wheat,  thirty  of  oats,  forty  of  peas,  sixty  of  po- 
tatoes, and  eight  in  turnips. 

The  wheat  will  not  yield  anything,  owing  to  the  ground  havmg 
been  badly  broken  and  sown  too  late  in  the  season.  The  oats,  peas, 
potatoes,  and  turnips,  will  turn  oflf  a  large  crop  for  the  season  in 
which  they  were  planted. 

Many  of  the  Indians  expressed  a  desire  to  engage  in  agriculture, 
and,  with  the  necessary  aid  from  the  government,  and  a  prompt  di»^ 
charge  of  the  duties  of  her  agents,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  they 
will  be  able  to  subsist  themselves  in  that  pursuit. 

I  have  had  erected  at  this  point  one  office  and  storehouse  with  bed- 
rooms attached  ;  one  large  warehouse,  with  drug  shop  and  'bed-rooms 
attached  ;  one  issue  house  ;  one  cook  and  mess  house  for  employes*  one 
blacksmith  shop  ;  one  school  house  ;  one  slaughter  house  ;  and  timber 
hewn  and  hauled  for  one  large  hospital  and  two  dwellings  :  all  of  which 
will  be  permanent  buildings,  and  is  an  item  of  expense  that  will  not  oc- 
cur again  in  thirty  years.  I  will  have  log  cabins  erected  for  the  Indians, 
as  the  winters  are  too  severe  for  them  to  live  in  tents.  This  labor  will 
be  done  by  Indians  with  a  few  white  men  to  instruct  them.  I  would 
also  recommend  the  erection  of  a  saw  and  flouring  mill,  which  will  be 
sufficient  for  all  the  Indians  in  my  district. 

As  the  treaties  of  purchase  with  the  coast  tribes  of  Indians  have 
not  been  ratified,  and  consequently  no  annuities  due  them,  I  would 
earnestly  recommend  the  purchase  of  winter  clothing  for  these  peo 
pie,  and  the  erecting  of  school  houses,  &c.,  which  can  apply  on  their 
annuity  account,  should^ the  treaties  be  ratified;  otherwise,  to  be  given 
as  presents  for  maintaining  peace. 

1  would  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the  department,  the  pro- 
priety of  confederating  the  Cow  Creeks,  (with  whom  a  treaty  was 
made  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  September,  1853,)  with  those  of  the 
Rogue  River  Indians,  (treated  with  on  the  10th  September,  1853,)  as 
they  are  all  united  and  speak  the  same  tongue.  About  two-thirds  of 
each  are  located  in  my  district,  and  the  remainder  at  the  Grande  Konde 
agency.  Also,  the  confederating  of  all  the  coast  tribes  now  living  in 
my  district,  as  enumerated  in  the  foregoing,  as  we  thus  will  be  able  to 
give  general  satisfaction  to  the  Indians,  and  prevent  a  complication  of 
accounts. 
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The  people  have  been  almost  entirely  subsisted  by  the  government 
for  the  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  Siletz  Indians,  who  have 
only  been  subsisted  a  portion  of  the  time. 

Should  the  government  deem  it  wise  to  advance  the  amount  esti- 
mated for,  I  can  raise  a  surplus  of  subsistence  for  the  Indians,  except 
a  small  amount  of  beef,  which  can  be  purchased  out  of  their  annuity 
funds.  ^         ^ 

Should  the  government  withhold  its  aid,  the  condition  of  these  peo- 
ple would  be  truly  distressing  ;  hunger  would  drive  them  to  despera- 
tion, and  war  would  be  the  inevitable  result. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  METCALFE, 

Indian  Agent. 

Colonel  J.  W.  Nbsmith, 
Superintendent  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  148. 


Officb  Umpqua  Indian  Sub-Agency, 
Umpqua  City,  0.  T.,  July  1,  185T 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  * 'general  order"  issued  from  your  office 
May  19,  1857,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  in  November,  A.  D. 
1854,  I  was  assigned  to  duty  in  this  (Umpqua)  district,  bounded  as 
follows,  viz  :  The  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Coquille  river  north- 
ward so  far  as  to  include  the  Siuslaw  band  of  Indians ;  thence  eastward 
to  the  summit  of  the  Coast  Range  of  mountains  ;  thence  southward 
so  as  to  include  all  the  bands  of  Indians  below  Umpqua  valley  proper ; 
thence  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Coquille  river  ;  thence  to  the  coast 
(the  place  of  beginning)  so  as  to  include  all  the  bands  of  Indians 
residing  along  the  waters  of  the  Coquille.  In  the  month  of  September 
following  I  was  officially  informed  that  'thereafter  the  Coquille 
Indians  would  be  attached  to  the  Port  Orford  district,  and  placed 
under  the  charge  of  Special  Agent  Wright;  that  this  (Umpqua)  district 
would  be  extended  northward' ' —  how  far,  I  have  not  yet  been  informed. 

The  Indians  immediately  under  my  charge  at  present  are  all  of  the 
Kat-la-wot-sett  tribe,  divided  into  several  bands,  viz :  the  Siuslaw  and 
Alsea  bands  locatedontheSiuslaw  river,  numbering  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  ;  the  Scottsburg,  Lower  Umpqua  and  Kowes  Bay  bands, 
located  on  the  Umpqua  river  near  this  agency,  numbering  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty;  making  an  aggregate  of  six  hundred  and  ninety. 

They  are  at  present,  and  have  been,  so  far  as  iny  knowledge 
extends,  friendly  towards  the  whites.  Many  of  them  manifest  a  dis- 
position and  desire  to  cultivate  the  soil.  Those  located  on  the  Siuslaw 
river  have  several  acres  of  potatoes  and  some  other  vegetables  now 
under  cultivation.  With  slight  encouragement  from  the  general  gov- 
ernment I  opine  that  they  would  all  apply  themselves  quite  readily  to 
agricultural  pursuits  ;  yet  they  would  rely  for  subsistence  to  a  great 
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extent  upon  fish,  an  abundant  supply  of  which  \b  easQy  obtained  from 
the  waters  of  Siuslaw,  Umpqua,  and  Smith  rivers. 

No  buildings  have  yet  been  erected  for  them.  They  now  reside  in 
low  cabins  which  they  have  constructed  of  lumber  furnished  them  ui 
pafi  by  the  department.  It  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  erect  t 
few  houses  for  them  before  the  rainy  season  ;  and  a  small  supply  of 
clothing  and  blankets  would  be  very  desirable. 

For  a  few  months  a  school  was  in  operation,  but  from  the  imcer- 
tainty  of  receiving  funds  applicable  to  that  purpose,  (it  having  been 
established  without  special  order,)  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  suspend 
the  same  for  the  present.  During  the  few  months  it  was  operating 
there  was  a  constant  average  attendance  of  Irom  forty-five  to  fiftf 
scholars.  They  all  seemed  anxious  to  improve,  and  did  so,  much  more 
rapidly  than  could  have  been  anticipated  under  the  circumstances. 
Should  the  school  again  be  established,  much  good  would  result 
from  it. 

No  treaty  having  yet  been  ratified  with  this  tribe,  (to  my  knowl- 
edge,) I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  immediate  steps  be 
taken  (if  possible)  to  locate  them  permanently ;  and  I  know  of  no 
country  so  well  adapted  to  their  wants  and  desires  as  the  country 
south  of  Gape  Perpetua,  extending  southward  so  far  as  to  include  the 
extensive  fisheries  on  the  Siuslaw,  Umpc^ua,  and  Smith  rivers.  The 
country  between  Umpqua  and  Siuslaw  is  generally  level  and  slightly 
timbered,  and  would  offer  sufficient  apicultural  lands,  while  the 
lakes,  of  which  there  are  several,  abound  in  fish  and  wild  fowl  in  the 
fall  and  winter  months,  and  the  surrounding  mountains  furnish  an 
abundance  of  elk,  deer,  bear,  and  other  small  game. 

Should  the  southern  boundary  of  the  reserve,  as  originally  designed, 
be  brought  south  some  eight  miles,  making  Umpqua  and  Smith  rivers 
the  southern  boundary,  the  object  desired  is  obtained,  and  sufiScient 
country  is  embraced  for  those  Indians  who  have  ever  been  friendly 
towards  the  whites  south  of  Cape  Perpetua,  separated  by  said  cape 
from  those  Indians  who  have  from  time  to  time  become  hostile. 

After  they  shall  have  been  thus  located,  and  the  general  govern- 
ment have  rendered  them  proper  assistance  towards  engaging  m  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  &c.,  &c.,  they  will  be  enabled  to  a  great  extent  to 
Erovide  for  themselves.  Until  this  shall  be  accomplished  they  must 
ave  aid  from  the  general  government,  or  be  permitted  to  return  to 
their  former  homes  and  pursue  their  original  mode  of  life — hunting 
the  forest  for  game,  and  following  the  rivers  to  their  source  in  the 
summer  months  for  fish,  and  returning  to  the  coast  again  during 
the  winter. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  DREW, 

Indian  Sub-Agent. 

Gen.  J.  W.  NfiSBfiTH, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs j  Salem^  0.  T. 


8ECRETABT  OF  THE  INTERIOR.  649 


No.  149. 


Grandb  Sonde  Agenct,  Oregon  Territort, 

Jfdy  20,  185T. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  department,  I 
submit  the  following  as  my  first  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Indians  at  this  agency. 

I  took  charge  of  this  agency  on  the  25th  of  November,  1856,  and 
found  the  number  of  Indians  on  the  reservation  to  be  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five,  according  to  the  last  census  taken  by 
my  predecessor. 

They  are  divided  into  a  great  many  tribes  and  bands,  differing 
widely  from  each  other  in  their  habits,  manners,  and  customs. 

The  confederated  tribes  of  the  Rogue  River  and  Shasta  Indians,  tem- 
porarily located  on  this  reservation,  were,  at  the  time,  by  far  the  most 
numerous,  numbering,  in  all,  nine  hundred  and  nine  persons. 

They  are  a  warlike  race,  proud  and  haughty,  but  treacherous  and 
very  degraded  in  their  moral  nature,  and  the  diseases  which  they  have 
contracted  from  the  whites,  with  whom  they  have  had  more  or  less  in- 
tercourse for  some  years  past,  have  contaminated  the  jgreater  portion 
of  them,  and  even  the  children,  and  many  of  them,  suffering  from  the 
vices  of  their  parents. 

The  large  number  of  sick,  from  this  and  other  causes,  formed  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  I  have  had  to  encounter.  Nearly  every  case 
of  sickness  among  them  being  attributed  to  some  ill-disposed  person, 
who  sought  their  death,  and  who,  thev  believe,  has  ample  power  to 
destroy  their  victim,  either  instantly  or  oy  a  lingering  disease ;  indeed, 
so  thoroughly  are  they  imbued  with  this  belief  that,  upon  the  death 
of  any  of  their  number,  the  relatives  of  the  deceased  will  immedi- 
ately wreak  vengeance  upon  some  "doctor,"  either  of  their  own  or 
another  tribe,  against  whom  they  have  an  ill  will,  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  frequent  serious  quarrels,  and  has  nearly  resulted  on  several 
occasions  in  open  warfare  between  them  and  other  tribes  on  the  reser- 
vation, particularly  with  the  Umpquas ;  and  all  my  endeavors  to  put 
a  stop  to  this  horrible  and  superstitious  practice  has  been  in  vain.^ 

Early  in  the  month  of  May  the  greater  portion  of  the  Rogue  River 
and  all  of  the  Shasta  Indians  were  removed,  with  their  own  consent, 
to  the  Siletz  coast  reservation,  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Agent 
Robert  B.  Metcalfe,  leaving  only  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  of  the 
above  stated  tribes  at  this  agency,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  census  list  of 
June  last ;  of  those  remaining  only  fifty-eight  are  men,  and  these  are 
by  far  the  most  peaceably  disposed  of  the  whole  tribe 

The  principal  chief  is  Ko-ko-kah-wah,  Wealthy,  (or  Sam,)  an  Indian 
whose  principal  object  is  personal  aggrandisement. 

In  the  spring  of  1856  all  of  these  Indians  surrendered  themselves  to 
the  officers  of  tne  United  States,  and  were  brought  to  this  reservation, 
with  the  exception  of  about  seventy-five,  who  refused  to  come  in. 
About  the  miadle  of  January  last  these  Indians  were  discovered  by 
the  settlers  in  Rogue  River  valley  in  a  most  miserable  condition  ;  on 
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their  first  discovery,  a  party  of  the  settlers,  believing  the  Indians  Btfll 
hostile,  went  out  and  killed  all  the  men,  about  ten  m  number. 

There  being  no  United  States  officer  in  that  portion  of  the  countrr, 
some  of  the  citizens  took  charge  of  the  women  and  children,  aboot 
sixty  in  number,  and  communicated  the  fact  to  the  late  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs,  who,  in  his  letter  dated  February  16,  1857,  directed 
me  to  proceed  to  Jacksonville  as  soon  as  the  business  of  this  agener 
would  permit  my  absence,  and  make  such  arrangements  for  their 
removal  as  I  deemed  necessary. 

Accordingly,  on  the  8th  of  March  last,  I  started  to  Jacksonville, 
and  found  most  of  the  Indians  in  charge  of  Mr.  Horace  L.  Ish,  of  tint 
place,  and  another  party  in  charge  of  Mr.  Hyde,  at  the  mouth  of 
Applegate  creek. 

After  getting  the  two  parties  together,  I  made  arrangements  with 
Mr.  Robert  E.  Miller,  of  Jacksonville,  to  furnish  teams  and  bring 
them  in  ;  they  arrived  here  on  the  21st  of  May,  but  arrangementi 
having  been  made  in  the  meantime  for  the  removal  of  the  greater  poh 
tion  of  the  tribe  from  this  reservation  to  the  Siletz,  they  were  taken  to 
that  reservation. 

From  the  fact  that  these  Indians  were  not  permanently  located  on 
this  reservation,  but  little  progress  has  been  made  by  them  in  agricul- 
ture, and  but  very  few  of  them  could  be  induced  to  work.  The  chicfi 
of  the  tribe  take  but  little  interest  in  the  matter,  do  no  work  them- 
selves, and  believing,  as  they  do,  that  manual  labor  is  degrading  to 
the  men,  and  that  the  squaws  ought  to  do  all  the  work,  they  cannot 
be  induced  to  use  their  influence  with  their  people  in  furtherance  of 
this  object.  But  now  that  the  larger  and  more  hostile  portion  of  the 
tribe  are  removed  to  the  Siletz  reservation,  and  those  remaining  here 
being  now  permanently  located,  I  am  in  hopes  that  many  of  them, 
particularly  the  boys  now  growing  up,  may  be  taught  some  of  the 
oenefits  of  civilization,  and  the  necessity  of  their  turning  their  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  as  a  means  of  subsistence ;  but  as 
regards  the  adult  portion  of  the  tribe,  I  believe  but  little  good  can  be 
effected,  and  the  aid  of  the  government  will  be  indispensable  for  some 
time  to  come. 

On  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to  the  Siletz,  prior  to  leaving  they 
burned  and  destroyed  nearly  all  the  temporary  houses,  some  seventy 
or  eighty  in  number,  which  had  been  erected  for  them.  These  houses 
have  cost  on  an  average  about  |60  each  ;  they  were  principally  built 
of  logs  and  covered  with  wide  boards,  and  were  tolerably  comfortable 
buildings. 

On  being  remonstrated  with  for  this  wilful  destruction  of  property, 
they,  one  and  all,  declared  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  so,  or  they  would 
have  no  good  luck  where  they  were  going,  and  that  it  had  always 
been  their  custom,  which  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  case,  as  they  de- 
stroyed all  their  houses  before  removing  from  Bogue  river.  I  think, 
however,  there  are  still  nearly  houses  enough  left  to  answer  during  the 
coming  winter. 

In  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  majority  of  these  tribes  to  the 
Siletz  reservation,  t\\e  Bc\ioo\  y^^^"^^^^^"^  \\SL^i^^  Nx^^Xtj  ^^&  dispensed 
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i  with  at  this  agency  on  the  16th  of  June,  as  suggested  hy  you  in  your 
H    letter  of  May  21,  1857. 

•^  For  the  condition  of  the  school  at  that  time,  I  would  respectfully 
g  refer  yon  to  the  report  of  Mr.  John  Ostrander,  the  teacher  in  charge. 
^  The  confederated  hands  of  the  Umpquas  and  the  Calapooias,  of 
I  Umpqua  valley,  located  on  this  reservation,  numhering  in  the  last 
I  census  two  hundred  and  sixty-two,  are  hy  far  the  most  intelligent  and 
|,     industrious,  taken  as  a  race,  of  any  tribe  on  the  reservation. 

When  first  removed  here,  these  Indians  suffered  a  great  deal  from 
j  sickness,  and  a  number  of  them  died  ;  they  are  now,  however,  enjoy- 
j  ing  good  health,  being  comparatively  free  from  those  vices  which  have 
so  debased  the  character  and  destroyed  the  health  of  the  Rogue  River 
and  Shasta  tribes. 

These  Indians  deserve  much  at  the  hands  of  the  United  States 
government ;  for  during  the  whole  of  the  wars  which  raged  so  long 
in  our  southern  country  the  Umpquas,  whose  country  joined  that  of 
the  hostile  tribes,  and  who  were  continually  urged  to  join  them  in 
the  depredations  on  the  property  and  lives  of  our  citizens,  in  but  very 
few  instances  were  guilty  of  any  acts  of  outrage. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rogue  River  war,  in  1855,  it  became 
necessary  to  remove  them  from  the  proximity  in  which  they  then 
were  to  the  hostile  tribes ;  they  were  consequently  hurried  away 
without  giving  them  time  either  to  remove  pr  sell  their  effects, 
many  of  them  having  acquired  considerable  property  by  trading 
and  working  for  the  whites.  This  has  caused  me  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  as  there  is  no  official  information  on  file  in  this  office  show- 
ing what  arrangements  were  entered  into,  or  what  promises  were 
made  to  them. 

On  the  return  from  Washington  of  General  Joel  Palmer,  late 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  I  wrote  to  him  for  information  con- 
cerning the  matter,  and  particularly  as  to  the  promises  made  to 
Louis  Napesa,  their  head  chief.  In  reply,  the  General  writes  me  as 
follows,  under  date  of  the  13th  of  July : 

^*  In  reply  to  your  wish  that  you  might  be  advised  as  to  what 
arrangements  or  promises  were  made  to  Lous  Napesa  in  regard  to 
his  land  in  the  Umpqua,  I  have  to  say,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
co-operation  and  aid  in  inducing  his  people,  the  Umpqua  Indians, 
as  he  has  been  elected  their  head  chief  by  the  nation  in  council,  I 
promised  him  that  the  value  of  his  improvements  then  made  on  his 
farm  in  Umpqua  county  should  be  paid  him,  and  that  in  return  for 
his  claim  a  tract  of  equal  value  should  be  assigned  him  at  the  Grande 
Ronde,  or  elsewhere,  at  the  point  where  they  might  be  located  ;  and 
that  improvements  of  equal  extent  should  be  made  thereon  by  the 
government.  The  amount  of  business  on  hand,  and  my  removal 
from  office  soon  after,  prevented  me  from  taking  steps  to  ascertain 
the  value  of  improvements  upon  his  land  claim.  It  is  unnecessary 
here  to  give  the  reasons  for  thus  promising  Louis  beyond  any  other 
his  tribe,  but  they  were  such  as,  in  my  opinion,  justified  even  a 
uch  larger  reward. 


sis^ 


'*At  the  time  of  collecting  the  Umpqua  liv^Vwi^  ^xA^^^vs^%/^^ 
upon  the  reservation,  quite  a  number  of  ttieixi  Vadi  -^xo^etVj  yq.  ^>ax 
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ferimt  ytxU  of  Umpoi^  TAlley  »  shoatcd  at  to  be  wkaQj 

eabii^  in  ttuking^^  h  w'nh  them,  aod  they  were  promijed  that  tke  pnifcm 
/ib/>Tild  either  be  obtained  aad  delirertd  to  than  oa  the  raemtuL 
or  ^ie  pakl  ao  enairalent, 

*'  I  zpyAnuA  Mr.  Magmdcr  a  special  agent  to  collect  sw^  as  cidi 
be  rernoTed,  and  t^i  tell  sach  articles  as  would  not  Jnstifj  remofiL 
Mr,  Mafpud^  made  a  report  of  hU  actions,  irhich  is  oa  file  in  tk 
snperintendent  •  office,  Mr  C-  M.  Walker  bM  a  list  of  propotr 
left  bj  the  InrliaDi.  These  people  are  juatlr  entitled  to  a  conaden- 
tioii  for  their  propertj,  as  tbej  were  forced  to  abandon  it  from  cum 
wholly  beyond  their  a^ntrol.  My  impressions  now  are,  tbst  tk 
Taloe  of  proj^erty  abandoned  by  them,  as  shown  by  the  list  firaisM 
Mr,  Ma^Tider,  approximated  to  three  thousand  dollars,  lb. 
Walker,  >>ein^  the  local  agent  in  preparing  these  people  for  r^ 
moral  to  the  Grande  Bonde,  is  more  familiar  with  this  matter  tba 
any  r/ther  person,  and  I  refer  you  to  him  for  information/' 

Thifi  is  a  matter  which  I  resp^rttolly  request  may  receire  eszir 
attention  at  the  hands  of  the  department,  as  the  Indians  are  exceed-    I 
ingly  anxious  to  have  it  settled.  | 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rogue  Biver  war,  in  1855,  a  small  party 
of  the  Umpquas  were  attacked  by  a  body  of  our  citizens  who  supposed 
they  belonged  to  the  hostile  tribes.  Several  of  them  were  shot,  Ae 
rest  took  to  the  mountains,  and,  although  I  have  sent  both  Indisss 
and  white  men  in  search  of  them  several  times,  I  have  not  yet  bees 
successful  in  finding  them.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  get  them 
into  the  reservation,  as  thev  frequently  descend  from  the  mountsiitf 
and  anno^  the  citizens  by  their  thefts. 

Tlie  Willamette  valley  tribes  of  Indians,  including  the  Calapooits, 
number  six  hundred  and  sixty-^ix,  and  are  divided  into  many  small 
bands. 

The  Calapooias  have  always  been  represented  as  a  poor,  cowardlj; 
and  thievisn  race,  so  much  so  that  their  very  name  has  become  a  by- 
word and  term  of  reproach  with  the  braver  and  more  warlike  Indians 
of  the  country  ;  this  is  true  of  them  as  a  body,  (yet  there  are  a  grest 
many  good  Indians  among  them,)  and  will  apply  also  in  a  great  de- 
gree to  all  the  bands  of  the  Willamette  Indians. 

These  bands  are  the  remnants  of  what  were  once  powerful  tribes, 
who  in  time  past  almost  filled  the  whole  country  ;  they  have  now 
dwindled  down  to  mere  bands  almost  without  a  name.  This  may  be 
attributed  to  many  causes — sickness,  particularly  the  smallpox  and 
measles ;  on  being  attacked  by  these  fearful  scourges,  they  would  first 
go  into  a  sweat-house,  and  while  in  a  state  of  profuse  perspiration 
plunjijo  into  the  cold  streams,  which  carried  them  off  by  hundreds. 

This  is  frequently  alluded  to  by  them,  and  attributed  to  the  whites 
coming  among  them,  instead  of  to  their  mode  of  treatment. 

From  their  long  residence  in  the  settlements  these  Indians  hare 
learned  to  labor,  many  of  them  being  good  hai^ds  to  work,  but  they 
have  also  acquired  all  the  vices  of  the  whites. 

They  will  get  drunk  every  opportunity;  and  even  now  that  they  are 
on  the  reservation,  it  \a  Vccl^q^^^W^^  \«i  Vs«^  lio^or  entirely  beyond 

Within  the  bounda  o«  t\i^\TLai«ac«vfll\xl^^^^^ 
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cient  power  in  my  hands  to  control  this  traffic,  but  beyond  these 
bounds  I  can  do  nothing ;  and  unprincipled  scoundrels,  knowing  the 
difficulty  of  actual  and  positive  proof,  will  bring  liquor  and  sell  it  to 
the  Indians  almost  up  to  the  very  limits  of  the  reservation  itself. 

At  the  time  I  entered  upon  my  duties  at  this  agency,  I  found  the 
hospital  in  operation  under  the  charge  of  the  resident  physician,  who 
had  received  his  appointment  from  the  late  superintendent  of  Indian 
"    affairs. 

'  The  expenses  of  this  department  were  enormous,  the  Indians  being 
*  most  of  them  sick,  and  the  hospital  was  crowded. 
^  Of  the  actual  numberjof  sick,  either  in  the  hospital  or  in  camp,  at  that 
r  time,  I  have  no  official  information,  as  the  physician  was  directed  to 
^  make  his  monthly  and  quarterly  reports  to  the  office  of  the  superin- 
I  tendent.  I  believe,  however,  a  great  deal  of  deception  was  practised 
^  upon  the  hospital,  by  the  Indians  coming  there  and  reporting  their 
I     friends  sick  in  camp,  and  asking  for  medicine  as  an  excuse,  and  then 

begging  for  rice,  sugar,  dried  fruit,  &c. 
I         Sot  having  received  any  specific  instructions  in  reference  to  this 
I     matter,  I  continued  the  practice  of  my  predecessor,  which  was  to  issue 
such  supplies  as  were  called  for  by  the  physician,  on  his  certifying  to 
I     me  that  they  were  actually  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  sick. 
I         But  on  the  receipt  of  his  report  the  superintendent  informed  me, 
under  date  of  February  18,  that  he  had  directed  the  physician  to  make 
his  reports  in  future  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  the  necessity  of  such  large  issues  as  had  been  called  for  by  him. 
Shortly  after  this  the  then  physician  left  the  service.    On  the  appoint-, 
ment  of  his  successor  the  expenses  were  greatly  curtailed,  and  the 
Indians  are  now  enjoying,  comparatively,  good  health,  as  will  be  seen 
by  his  reports. 

The  two  schools  established  on  this  reservation  under  the  treaties 
with  the  several  Indian  tribes  have  now  been  in  operation  for  nearly 
a  year,  and  the  reports  of  the  teachers  are  forwarded  with  this. 

The  plan  of  educating  Indian  children  by  teaching  them  to  read  and 
**rrite,  and  to  instil  into  their  minds  a  knowledge  of  religion  with  a 
view  of  civilizing  them  and  weaning  them  from  their  savage  mode  of 
life,  is  one  that  has  been  tried  in  this  country  for  nearly  twenty  years; 
and  what  has  been  the  result?  The  Methodist  and  Catholic  missions 
both  made  great  efforts  for  a  number  of  years,  but  have  all  abandoned 
their  schools,  and  it  is  notorious  that  those  upon  whom  the  experi- 
ment was  tried  are  now  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  any  Indians  in  the 
country. 

The  expense  of  carrying  on  the  schools  at  this  agency  has  been 
large,  and  every  encouragement  in  my  power  has  been  given  them, 
but  I  cannot  see  what  corresponding  good  has  been  effected.  By  these 
remarks  I  do  not  wish  to  reflect  upon  the  teachers,  but  upon  the  whole 
system. 

There  are  now  three  boys  who  have  been  working  in  the  shops  for 
some  time;  there  are  two  in  the  blacksmith  shop  and  one  in  the  tin 
shop.  These  boys  have  made  considerable  progress,  and  in  time,  with 
proper  encouragement,  can  be  made  fair  mechanics.  TVv^^^  ^T^\s^'ax^5 
other  boys  on  the  reservation  who  could  \>e  tau^l  lo  ^o\V  ^\\X^  ^o^ 
success. 
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Although  we  have  dispensed  with  the  Rogue  River  school,  we  are 
still  entitled,  under  the  existing  treaties,  to  two  schools  on  this  reser- 
vation—one for  the  Willamette  valley  tribes,  and  one  for  the  Ump- 
quas  ;  and  if  we  could  be  allowed  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  school 
funds  for  the  encouragement  of  those  who  are  willing  to  work,  either 
in  the  mechanical  arts  or  in  practical  farming,  more  progress  would 
be  made  in  the  work  of  civilization  in  one  year  than  in  ten  under  the 
old  system.  And  i^hile  on  the  subject  of  civilization,  I  might  name 
that  all  of  these  Indians  have  adopted  the  dress  of  the  whites  ;  this  is 
a  great  advantage,  and  especially  for  those  who  are  willing  to  work. 
Entering  upon  my  duties  at  this  agency  during  the  rainy  season, 
which  mainly  constitutes  our  winters,  everything  had  a  gloomy  ap- 
pearance, the  rains  falling  incessantly,  rendering  the  roads  almoi't 
impassable.  I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  a  good  deal  of  work  had 
been  commenced  in  the  way  of  improvement.  There*  was  a  large 
number  of  hands  employed  in  various  capacities,  both  on  the  farms 
and  buildings,  but  the  state  of  the  weather  rendered  it  impossible  for 
work  to  be  carried  on  to  any  advantage.  In  addition  to  this,  there 
was  not  one  single  dollar  of  funds,  and  the  department  was  largely  in 
debt.  I  therefore  discharged  all  the  hands  not  actually  provided  for 
in  treaty  stipulations  as  soon  as  possible,  retaining  only  such  as  were 
absolutely  necessary  to  furnish  temporary  houses  for  the  Indians  and 
to  take  care  of  the  government  property,  particularly  the  stock,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  I  was  compelled  to  drive  off  the  reservation, 
and  pasture  them  in  the  valley  at  great  expense.  The  whole  of  the 
surrounding  country  being  fenced  up,  pasturage  could  be  obtained  for 
them  only  by  paying  enormous  rates,  and  even  that  was  very  poor,  so 
much  so  that  we  lost  several  of  our  animals  during  the  winter,  and 
the  Indians  also  lost  a  large  number  of  their  horses.  The  last  year's 
crop  was  almost,  if  not  entirely,  used  up  by  my  predecessor  ;  I  was 
consequently  compelled  to  purchase  feed  and  haul  it  from  the  valley 
at  great  expense  for  those  teams  that  were  necessarily  retained  at  the 
reservation. 

The  dwelling  houses  named  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
farming  consisted  principally  of  old,  dilapidated  log  houses,  which 
had  belonged  to  the  former  owners  of  the  land.  There  were  several 
other  buildings  put  up,  but  not  one  of  them  was  completed.  The 
agency  house  was  commenced  on  a  large  scale,  but  was  not  nearly 
finished  ;  the  rooms  were  not  ceiled;  the  floors  not  laid.  The  hospital 
was  in  a  building  scarcely  fit  for  a  barn. 

Since  then  we  have  put  up  and  completed  several  new  buildings,  a 
good  store  room  for  flour,  &c.,  a  school  house,  slaughter  house,  and 
we  have  also  converted  an  old  building  into  a  good  and  comfortable 
hospital.  The  dwellings  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  have  been 
completed,  and  the  shops  partially  repaired  ;  a  good  barn,  which  was 
commenced  last  winter,  is  now  nearly  completed.  The  saw-mill 
erected  at  this  agency  under  contract  made  with  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs  was  completed  about  the  beginning  of  January,  but 
almost  immediately  after  the  mill  had  been  received  the  mill-dam 
gave  way  in  consec[ueuce  of  the  sudden  rise  in  the  river  on  wh^'ch  it 
is  built,  and  it  has  coat  a  W^vi  ^\xiwwi\.\aV^^^\\»\\\.\<i^ 
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The  frame  of  a  grist  mill,  erected  before  I  came  here,  is  still  stand- 
ing in  good  repair,  and,  I  believe,  could  be  completed  and  put  in  good 
working  order  for  about  five  thousand  dollars. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  ninety  houses  on  the  reservation  built 
for  Indians  ;  these  are  all  temporary  buildings,  hurriedly  erected  last 
winter,  without  any  floors,  and  will  all  require  more  work  to  make 
them  comfortable  dwellings. 

The  number  of  acres  under  fence  is  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty,  according  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  farming  ;  one 
thousand  acres  of  which  have  been  enclosed  this  spring  ;  these  are  all 
good  fences,  eight  and  nine  rails  high,  staked  and  ridered.  Of  this 
number  there  are  three  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  in  wheat,  three 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  oats,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
in  potatoes,  ninety-one  acres  in  peas,  eleven  acres  in  turnips,  and  seven 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  pasture.  The  crop,  from  present  appear- 
ances, will  be  very  short — in  fact,  not  anything  like  half  a  crop.  The 
past  season  was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  unfavorable  ever  known  in 
Oregon  ;  the  rains  set  in  early  and  continued,  without  cessation,  till 
April. 

Our  feed  having  given  out  early,  and  being  under  the  necessity  of 
sending  away  our  stock,  we  could  do  scarcely  anything  during  the 
winter  in  preparing  for  a  spring  crop ;  everything  was  consequently 
put  in  very  late.  I  think,  nowever,  we  shall  raise  sufficient  grain  for 
feed,  both  for  the  government  animals  and  for  the  Indians'  horses  ;  and 
we  might,  possibly,  have  nearly  enough  wheat  for  seed  were  it  not  for 
the  large  amount  of  smut. 

The  amount  of  grain  required  for  feed  will  be  very  large,  as  there 
is  no  grass  either  on  the  reservation  or  in  the  valley  ;  even  now  there 
is  scarcely  grass  enough  to  keep  our  stock  in  anything  like  good  work- 
ing order. 

I  am  informed,  however,  that  there  is  considerable  grass  on  the  tide 
lands  on  the  coast,  near  the  mouth  of  Salmon  river,  about  twenty 
miles  west  of  this  place  ;  but  whether  this  is  within  the  limits  of  that 
portion  of  the  reservation  under  my  jurisdiction  I  have  no  accurate 
Knowledge  ;  if  I  find  that  it  is,  I  intend  after  harvest  to  send  a  party 
over  to  make  all  the  hay  that  can  be  secured  for  winter  use. 

As  far  as  I  have  official  knowledge  of  the  boundaries  of  this  reser- 
vation, the  whole  of  the  arable  land  is  now  fenced  in  ;  we  shall,  how- 
ever, need  a  great  many  more  rails  to  subdivide  the  fields  ;  the  balance 
of  the  land  is  mountainous,  and  covered  with  dense  and  almost  im- 
penetrable forests,  destitute  of  grass  and  game  ;  indeed,  there  is  no 
game  of  any  kind  in  this  section  of  country,  and  although  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  in  another  year  to  raise  sufficient  breadstutfs  and  vege- 
tables to  do  the  Indians,  yet  they  will  be  still  dependent  on  the  aid  of 
the  government  for  beef  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  have  caused  the  arable  por- 
tions of  the  reservation  to  be  surveyed  and  set  apart  to  the  several 
tribes.  This,  at  some  future  time,  will  greatly  facilitate  the  subdivi- 
sion of  the  land  among  the  diflferent  families  under  the  treaty,  and 
will  also  have  a  beneficial  eflfect  among  the  Indians  generally^  and  en- 
courage them  to  stay  upon  and  cultivate  tVieVr  ovjw  Wi^. 
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The  whole  of  the  Indians  on  this  reservation  are  and  have  been  en- 
tirely subsisted  by  the  government  ever  since  they  came  here,  rations 
of  beef  and  flour  being  issued  ,to  them  regularly  by  the  comniissaries 
appointed  for  that  purpose  ;  thev  have  no  other  resource  whatever. 

Should  the  government  withdraw  its  aid,  they  would  either  die  of 
starvation  or  leave  the  reservation  and  prey  upon  the  settlers  of  the 
Territory,  which  would  soon  result  in  open  warfare  between  them  and 
the  citizens,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  it  would  be  a  war  of  exter- 
mination. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  JOHN  F.  MILLER, 

Indian  Agent /or  WiUametie  Itibet. 
Col.  J.  W.  Nksmtth, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 


No.  160. 

Gbandb  Rondb,  July  21,  1857. 
Sir  :  As  the  department  makes  it  my  duty,  I  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  to  report  the  state  of  the  Rogue  River  and  Umpqua 
school,  of  which  1  took  charge  August,  1856.  The  tribes  were  then 
located  together,  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  school  house ; 
over  eighty  students  came  to  school.  Soon  an  animosity  of  feeling 
sprang  up,  and  a  part  of  the  tribes  moved  a  mile  distant.  This  re- 
duced the  school  to  fifty  students  ;  these  were  destitute  of  clothing 
and  ignorant  of  our  language.  The  agent  made  arrangements  to 
provide  them  with  clothing.  It  was  no  small  affair  to  keep  them 
clad ;  frequently,  the  larger  boys  lost  their  clothes  in  gaming,  and 
were  almost  destitute  the  rest  of  the  winter.  They  seemed  to  think 
it  our  sole  business  to  minister  to  their  wants,  and  that  they  were 
doing  us  a  favor  by  attending  school ;  they  often  inquired  what  we 
would  give  them  to  come  to  school ;  they  hate  confinement  and  scorn 
discipline.  In  disposition,  the  Rogue  River  Indians  are  brave, 
haughty,  indolent,  and  superstitious.  The  inconstancy  of  the  stu- 
dents is  a  great  embarrassment ;  one  day  the  school  may  number 
forty,  the  next,  ten.  In  the  spring,  the  tribes  I  taught  were  moved 
to  the  Siletz  reservation.  At  the  time  the  school  was  doinff  well ;  many 
were  reading  in  words  of  one  syllable,  writing,  &c.,  and  had  acquired 
some  knowledge  of  our  tongue  ;  before  leaving,  they  not  only  burned 
their  own  dwellings,  but  dashed  every  glass  out  of  the  school  house, 
and  destroyed  the  furniture.  After  their  removal  I  was  directed  to 
open  a  school  among  the  remaining  tribes  of  Rogue  River  Indians.  I 
soon  had  a  school  similar  to  the  former,  though  not  so  numerous  ;  by 
the  first  of  June  they  commenced  reading.  At  that  time  I  received 
intimations  that  my  school  would  be  closed,  as  the  department  was 
not  able  to  defray  the  expenses  of  two  schools  on  this  reservation. 
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About  this  time  there  was  some  sickness  among  the  tribes  which 
the  doctress  was  not  able  to  cure.  She  must  therefore  assign  good 
reasons  for  her  failure,  or  forfeit  her  life.  The  Indians  believe  that 
life  and  death  are  at  the  volition  of  the  doctress.  On  my  way  to 
school  one  morning  I  met  a  chief,  who  told  me  he  did  not  wish 
school  any  longer.  The  doctress  said  she  distinctly  saw  the  sicknerfs 
that  afflicted  the  tribes  issue  from  the  trumpet  which  I  sounded  to 
announce  the  hour  of  school,  and  settle  like  a  mist  upon  the  camp  ; 
and  should  I  continue  to  sound  it,  in  a  few  days  all  the  Indians  would 
be  im  their  graves — the  camp  desolate  I  I  was  not  such  a  monster  as 
to  sound  it  again,  so  the  Indians  *'  still  live." 

JOHN  OSTRANDER. 

J.  F.  Miller,  Esq.,  Indian  Agent. 


No.  151. 

Grande  Ronde,  Jtdt/j  1857. 

Sir  :  I  will  endeavor  to  make  you  a  brief  report  of  the  state  of  the 
Willamette  school.  It  is  not  as  flourishing  as  it  was  last  spring ; 
many  of  my  best  students  have  moved  to  other  parts  of  the  reserva- 
tion ;  some  are  gathering  berries,  and  others  are  too  lazy  to  come  to 
school.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session,  the  school  numbered  fifty 
students  ;  at  present  it  does  not  exceed  thirty,  and  by  far  the  larger 
portion  of  these  are  fluctuating.  In  a  few  days  the  school  loses  the 
charm  of  novelty,  after  which  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  eflbrt  to 
induce  them  to  come.  I  have  made  and  issued  a  great  many  gar- 
ments, which  have  greatly  improved  the  appearance  of  the  children. 
While  they  are  in  school,  their  progress  is  as  good  as  could  be  ex- 
pected ;  but  as  long  as  they  are  free  to  attend  school  or  remain  at 
home  I  have  no  hope  of  their  being  constant.  The  Umpqua  and 
Willamette  children  are  mild  and  easily  governed.  Parents  and 
children  are  anxious  to  adopt  the  custom  of  the  whites.  A  great 
obstacle  to  the  success  of  my  school  is  the  prejudice  of  tlie  Indians. 
It  seems  that  most  of  the  children  of  the  mission  school  died,  and 
those  that  lived  became  most  consummate  villains ;  hence,  many 
whites  and  Indians  are  of  the  opinion  that  education  renders  an 
Indian  mischievous.  It  may  be  observed,  that  a  good  education 
implies  moral  as  well  as  intellectual  culture,  and  any  person  of  any 
clime  or  hue  that  receives  such  will  be  better.  I  shall  not  inquire  at 
this  time  whether  the  Indian  is  susceptible  of  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation ;  but  1  say  without  hesitancy  that  circumstances  are  not  favor- 
able for  me  to  impart  such.  In  my  first  report  I  spoke  of  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  our  schools,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  establishing  them 
on  a  different  basis  before  they  could  be  of  any  lasting  utility ;  my 
experience  since  has  increased  my  convictions  of  the  necessity  of  such 
a  measure.  Believing  that  you  will  adopt  the  best  means  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  school,  I  will  add  nothing  more. 

MARY  G.  OSTB.k^\S^^:^- 

J.  F.  Miller,  Esq.,  Indian  Agent. 
42 
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No.  162. 

GRAin>E  BONDE  BBSERVi\TrOK, 

July,  1857. 

Fir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  brief  report  of  my  operations  m 
superintendent  of  farming,  showing  the  amount  of  land  under  caltira- 
tion  at  the  time  I  commenced,  and  the  improvements  we  have  made 
up  to  the  present  time. 
,-  There  were  six  hundred  acres  of  land  under  fence  previoas  to  the 

11  purchase,  three  hundred  acres  of  which  were  in  cultivation  ;  we  had 

seventy-four  acres  in  wheat  and  thirty-two  acres  in  oata.  We  also 
raided,  off  the  same,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  bushels  of  potatoes, 
two  hundred  bushels  of  peas,  and  about  twenty  tons  hay  and  cheat. 
There  were  also  standing  twelve  dwelling  houses,  one  log  barn  and 
one  school  house;  these  buildings  were  very  old  and  but  of  little 
service  to  us.  All  these  improvements  were  made  when  the  former 
owners  resided  upon  it,  with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  the  crop, 
which  was  put  in  by  the  direction  of  the  agent. 

The  oats  and  hay  were  all  fed  out  to  our  oxen  and  the  Indians'  horses, 
by  the  order  of  the  a^ent  then  in  charge^  before  the  Ist  of  November, 
1856,  and  we  were  then  compelled  to  commence  feeding  our  wheat. 
The  potatoes  and  peas  were  all  issued  to  the  Indians. 

From  the  fact  of  its  being  necessary  to  feed  all  the  wheat  to  the 
stock  belonging  to  the  department  and  to  the  Indians'  horses,  we  were 
compelled  to  buy  wheat  for  seed  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  bushels. 
Ana  there  was  still  another  bill  of  expense ;  as  our  pasture  failed,  and 
all  other  kinds  of  feed  were  gone,  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  driving 
our  oxen  and  also  a  portion  of  the  Indians'  horses  to  be  pastured  and 
fed,  and  the  expense  was  much  larger  from  our  having  to  buy  all  our 
feed,  8uch  as  hay,  straw  and  oats,  on  a  credit ;  for  this  reason  they 
charged  more. 

I  will  now  give  you,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  present  condition  of 
the  farm. 

I  The  whole  amount  of  land  under  fence  and  in  cultivation  is  two 

thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  We  have  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  acres  in  wheat,  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  oat«, 
ninety-one  acres  in  peas,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  in  pota- 
toes, eleven  acres  in  turnips,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
pasture  ;  of  this  land  we  have  broken  six  hundred  acres  of  sod  ground^ 
and  made  the  rails  and  fenced  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  We  have  also  cleared  fifteen  acres  of  timbered  land, 
and  put  it  into  a  crop  this  spring. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  improvement  made  upon  the  Indians 
as  regards  labor,  and  they  work  much  better  than  I  could  expect  from 
an  uncivilized  people.  I  have  been  compelled  to  emplov  a  few  white 
men  for  the  purpose  of  performing  many  duties  of  which  the  Indians 
were  incapaole^  as  well  as  for  assisting  me  in  teaching  them^  and  in 
taking  care  of  the  farming  im^Um^xitft^  teams^  &c. 

The  Umpouaa  and  Ca\a^oo\«j^  \xxi^^x%\aAA  <iws«stfiXL\^Swst  \.\v^  best  of 
any  of  the  Indiana,  yet  1  i^oat  %vi^  \^ift\^mY\v»».  ^  ^^v\^^x^s.ww«^ 
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over  all  the  others;  further,  they  are  more  moral,  if  these  Indians 
have  any  morality. 

To  be  brief  and  close  my  report,  I  would  state  that  the  continual 
rains  which  fell  during  the  winter  and  continued  till  nearly  May, 
caused  everything  to  be  very  backward,  and  prevented  us  from  break- 
ing as  much  ground  as  we  would  otherwise  have  done,  and  our  crops 
will  be  very  light ;  but  I  hope,  with  proper  management,  that  I  shall 
be  able  this  fall  to  put  in  enough  wheat  to  supply  the  Indians  another 
year. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMASA  HOWE, 
Superintendent  of  Farming. 
John  F.  Miller,  Esq., 

Indian  Jgent. 


No.  153. 

Office  Indian  Agency, 
Dalles,  Oregon  Territory,  August  1,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  in  compliance  with  your  circular  of  May  19, 1857, 1  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  transmit  my  annual  report. 

Since  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  ray  official  duties  I  have  been 
unable,  by  reason  of  the  great  extent  of  my  district  and  the  multipli- 
city of  the  duties  of  the  office,  personally  to  visit  all  of  the  Indian  tribes 
under  my  supervision  ;  with  reference  to  what  I  shall  communicate  as 
to  those  remote  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Dalles,  will  be  predicated 
upon  information  obtained  irom  reliable  individuals  who  are  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  country  and  with  large  numbers  of  the  principal 
men  among  the  Indian  tribes.  My  district  includes  all  the  Territory 
of  Oregon  lying  east  of  the  Cascade  range  of  mountains,  and  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Columbia  river,  between  the  46th  and  44th  degrees 
of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  summits  of  the  Rocky  and  Cascade 
mountains. 

The  tribes  of  Indians  living  within  the  boundaries  of  this  district 
are  the  Dog  River  or  Cascade  Indians,  Wascos,  Ty-ichs,  Des  Chutes, 
John  Days,  Utillas,  Walla- Wallas,  Cayuses,  Nez  Perces,  Flatbeads, 
Mountain  Snakes,  Bonnacks,  and  Diggers;  the  three  last  named  are 
generally  known  as  the  Snake  Indians,  and  are  parts  of  that  large 
tribe. 

The  Dog  River,  or  Cascade  Indians,  reside  on  a  small  stream  called 
Dog  river,  which  empties  into  the  Columbia  river,  about  halfway 
between  the  Cascades  and  the  Dalles.  They  are  and  have  always  been 
firm  friends  of  the  whites;  their  conduct  during  the  recent  Indian  trou- 
bles deserves  the  highest  commendation.  Formerly  these  Indians  pos- 
sessed quite  large  bands  of  horses,  and  were,  conaec^vietitVj  ^Q^\\ft^^^'^^\ 
they  are  now,  however,  quite  poor,  by  reaaoiv  oi  >i)[i^  «Xxdlo^\»  \»v^  x^x, 
struction  of  their  horses  by  the  deep  sno'wa  an^  ^er^^T^  c^^  oS.  Vtife  Nsvsa* 
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winter  seaaoii.  Their  resources  for  subsistence  are  very  limited ;  and, 
irom  the  losses  in  property  they  have  sustained,  and  the  partial  failure 
to  obtain  this  season  the  usual  quantity  of  salmon,  through  scardtr 
in  the  Columbia  river  and  its  tributaries,  they  will  absolutely  re- 
quire some  assistance  from  the  government  during  the  coming  autumn 
and  winter  months.  They  have  been  partially  subsisted  by  the  goT- 
ernment  during  the  last  year.  A  number  of  this  tribe  manifest  a  strong 
desire  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  during  the  last  year 
have  cultivated  a  small  tract  of  land,  but  with  not  much  success,  owing 
to  the  unfavorable  season. 

The  Wascos  occupy  a  small  tract  of  country  near  to  and  adjoining  the 
Dalles,  and  a  large  portion,  of  their  land  is  included  in  the  military 
reservation  at  Fort  Dalles.     Their  near  proximity  to  the  military  po9t 
and  the  numerous  white  settlers  surrounding  and  encroaching  upon 
their  limited  lands  render  their  removal  exceedingly  necessary  to  tteir 
present  and  future  well  being  ;  most  of  them  manifest  a  decided  incli- 
nation to  cultivate  and  improve  the  soil  they  possess,  and  are  not  un- 
skillful  in  some  kinds  of  agricultural  labor.     This  season  they  hare 
about  twenty  acres  under  cultivation.     A  treaty  was  made  with  the 
Wascos  by  the  late  superintendent,  Joel  Palmer,  on  the  25th  day  of 
Jane,  1855,  and  ever  subsequently  they  have  expressed  much  solici- 
tude to  comply,  on  their  part,  with  its  terms  and  conditions.     In  my 
opinion,  the  Wascos  should  be  removed  to  the  reservation  designated 
in  the  treaty  ;  and  so  urgent  is  this  necessity  for  maintaining  peace  with 
them  and  other  tribes  that  have  uniformally  been  friendly,  that  I 
have  been  engaged  in  preparations  for  their  removal  early  in  the 
autumn.     I  deem  it  my  duty  most  earnestly  to  recommend  the  early 
ratification  of  the  treaty  to  which  I  have  referred.    While  continued  on 
their  present  location  they  will  be  subjected,  as  they  have  been,  to  be 
plundered  of  their  crops  by  vicious  whites  and  halt- breeds,  who  like- 
wise furnish  them  with  liquors,  thus  begetting  among  them  continoal 
irritation,  and   discontent  and  open  broils.     One  fact   to  which  I 
wish  to  invite  attention  is,  that,  throughout  the  recent  Indian  difficul- 
ties, they  steadfastly  resisted  every  inducement  ofiered  them  by  the 
hostile  Indians  to  participate  in  the  disturbances,  and  but  a  single  one 
took  part  in  any  movement  against  the  whites  or  their  property,  and 
this  one  was  forced  to  do  so  against,  as  I  have  good  reason  to  believe, 
his  inclinations,  and  even  then  but  for  a  brief  period  of  time,  he  hav- 
ing been  in  the  Yakima  country  at  the  time  ot  the  massacre  of  Agent 
Bolen,  where  he  was  forcibly  detained  and  prevented  from  returning 
to  the  Dalles.     I  apprehend  that,  unless  the  treaty  made  with  the 
Wascos   by  Superintendent  Palmer  is  ratified,  it  will    be  impossi- 
ble hereafter  to  make  with  them  another  treaty  so  favorable  to  the 
government.     Although  their  leading  men  express  to  me  their  wil- 
lingness to  abide  by  the  treaty,  they  declare  their  regrets  that  they 
did  not  obtain  a  larger  scope  of  country  than  that  allotted  them  there- 
by.    During  the  past  year  they  have  been  partially  subsisted  by  ihe 
government ;  and  good  policy,  and  their  inability  to  provide  sufficient- 
ly for  their  own  maiut^uaiieQ,  ^.hcq  their  lands  are  so  generally  occu- 
pied by  the  whites,  w\\\  i^c^vt^  «^^  ^^"^  ^tXkiA^  \«i  W^xsv  in  the 
future. 
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The  Des  Chutes  are  now  upon  the  Warm  Spring  reservation.  They 
formally  occupied  that  section  of  country  between  the  Dalles  and  the 
Ty-ich  river.  This  country,  or  all  of  it  that  is  of  any  value,  is  now 
occupied  by  the  whites.  This  tribe  are  and  have  been,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, firm  friends  ot  the  whites.  They  manifest  a  willingness  to 
engage  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  many  the  present  season  have 
small  tracts  of  land  upon  the  reserve  under  cultivation  I  have  done 
all  in  my  power  to  encourage  them  to  labor  for  their  subsistence,  and 
am  gratified  with  the  disposition  they  exhibit  to  follow  my  directions. 
I  have  furnished  them  with  agricultural  implements  and  seeds  to  en- 
able them  to  accomplish  something  in  behalf  of  their  own  support  in 
the  coming  winter.  A  majority  of  this  tribe  are  entitled  to  credit  for 
their  uniform  good  conduct  and  fidelity.  They  have  been  partially 
subsisted  by  the  department  the  past  year,  and  will  require  aid  in  the 
future,  and  I  would  urge  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Des 
Chutes  made  by  Superintendent  Palmer. 

The  Ty-ich s  are  also  located  upon  the  Warm  Spring  reservation. 
They  formerly  occupied  the  Ty-ich  valley  and  the  country  in  its 
vicinity,  which  lies  about  thirty  miles  south  of  Fort  Dalles.  That 
valley  is  now  occupied  by  white  settlers.  These  Indians  are  now 
friendly  and  well  disposed.  During  the  recent  Indian  troubles  the 
greater  portion  of  this  tribe  were  with  the  war  party.  They  returned 
before  tne  war  closed,  gave  up  their  arms  and  property  stolen  from 
the  whites,  and  have  since  been  well  behaved.  Some  of  them  have 
tilled  small  parcels  of  land  upon  the  reservation  the  present  year,  and 
are  deserving  of  praise  for  their  industry  and  perseverance.  They 
received  assistance  from  the  department  last  year,  and  will  require  it 
to  be  continued  this  year. 

The  John  Day  Rivers  occupy  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  river  bearing  that  name.  Throughout  the  late  war  they 
were  with  the  hostile  party  ;  since  then  they  have  been  friendly  and 
well  disposed.  They  will  require  but  little  assistance  from  the  depart- 
ment the  present  year.  The  resources  of  their  country  are  such  as  to 
preclude  the  probability  they  will  require  much  aid  hereaflter. 

All  of  the  above  named  tribes  are  included  in  the  treaty  of  the  25th 
June,  1855,  and,  when  placed  upon  the  reservation,  I  am  of  opinion 
they  will  be  nearly  able  to  subsist  themselves,  with  the  improvements 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  and  their  annuities.  These  tribes  formerly 
possessed  large  bands  of  horses,  but  their  losses  during  the  late  war 
and  the  severity  of  the  winter  of  1856-'57  has  reduced  them  to  a 
small  number.  The  Warm  Spring  reservation  I  deem  well  adapted 
to  the  Indians.  The  country  in  its  immediate  vicinity  abounds  in 
roots — such  as  kouse,  la  kamas,  wapatoes,  and  wild  onions,  which  have 
been  a  very  important  part  of  their  means  of  subsistence.  Along 
the  base  of  the  mountains  there  are  abundance  of  various  kinds  of 
berries.  The  two  small  streams  which  run  through  the  reservation 
abound  with  trout  and  at  the  mouth  of  these  streams,  where  they 
empty  into  the  Des  Chutes,  salmon  are  taken,  although  not  in  large 
quantities.  The  reservation  and  the  country  in  its  vicinity  furnishes 
good  grass  sufficient  for  ajarge  amount  of  sIocVl.  \\.\&  ow^  ofl  ^^%:^^'eN» 
grazing  places  east  of  the  Cascade  mountam^.    1^  ^^  ^^^^\«t^^^^^ 
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has  sufficient  timber  for  building  and  other  purposes.  The  Des  Chntee 
and  the  Ty-ich  Indians  have  been  upon  the  reservation  nince  March 
last.  They  are  well  satisfied,  and  seem  to  take  great  interest  in  im- 
proving their  condition. 

The  Cayuses  occupy  a  portion  of  the  Walla- Walla  valley.  Their 
country  has  been  the  theatre  of  a  portion  of  the  Indian  difficulties  for 
the  last  year  and  a  half.  The  great  body  of  the  Cayuses  were  actire 
participants  in  the  war,  and  their  principal  men  its  leaders.  Their 
hostility  continues  unabated  ;  and  the  present  summer  they  hare 
roamed  over  the  country,  visiting  other  tribes  and  bands,  stirring  up 
the  disaffected,  and  encouraging  the  hostile  to  acts  of  open  warfare. 
But  little  or  no  effort  have  they  made  towards  provision  for  the 
winter  of  1857-'58.  In  the  past  winter  they  obtained  considerable 
assistance  in  supplies  furnished  by  government.  Their  country 
affords,  so  far  as  I  have  formed  my  judgment,  ample  resources  for 
their  support.  Throughout  the  late  war  a  few  families  of  this  tribe 
have  evinced  the  strongest  evidences  of  firm  and  lasting  attachment 
to  the  whites,  and  have,  in  consequence,  suffered  serious  losses  by  the 
depredations  of  the  hostile  Indians  upon  their  property  and  posses- 
sions. 

While  their  country  was  held  by  the  volunteer  forces  of  Oregon 
and  Washington  they  furnished  the  commissary  departments  with 
beef,  for  which  they  deserve  to  be  paid  at  an  early  day. 

The  Walla- Wallas  possess  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  between  Snake  river  and  Hudson  Bay  fort,  Walla- Walla. 
They  were  engaged  in  active  operations  against  the  whites  in  the 
late  war.  Since  its  termination  they  have  generally  remained  in 
their  own  country,  and  are  not  now  disposed  to  re-engage  in  a  war 
against  us.  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  late  hostilities  by 
them,  they  owned  large  bands  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  were  wealthy 
and  independent.  At  present  they  are  quite  poor,  their  horses  and 
cattle  have  been  scattered,  captured,  and  otherwise  diminished.  This 
tribe  is  making  little  or  no  effort  to  provide  themselves  with  food  for 
the  winter.  Last  winter  they  were  assisted  by  the  government. 
They  are  but  little  inclined  to  engage  in  any  kinds  of  labor. 

The  Utillas  occupy  the  country  along  the  river  bearing  that  name. 
What  I  have  said  in  reference  to  the  majority  of  the  Cayuse,  will 
equally  apply  to  this  tribe.  The  three  last  named  tribes  are  so 
intermarried,  and  occupy  the  country  so  near  each  other,  that  their 
interests  are  in  common. 

The  Sho-sho-nies,  or  Snakes,  are  divided  into  many  different  bands, 
occupying  different  sections  of  country.  All  speak  the  same  language. 
Of  these  Indians  but  very  little  is  known.  They  are  considered  an 
indolent,  thieving  people,  and  those  known  as  Diggers  are  of  the 
lowest  degree  of  the  Indian  race,  living  upon  all  species  of  insects, 
and  sometimes  eating  one  another.  They  occupy  the  country  from 
Burnt  river  on  the  east  to  the  Des  Chutes  river  on  the  west,  east  of  the 
Blue  mountains,  and  as  far  south  as  California.  The  description 
given  by  Agent  Thompson  in  1854  is  as  near  correct  as  any  that  can 
be  given  at  this  time.  ^ 

At  the  Warm  Spxmg  xeft^iN^bXlvoxL  \  Vw^  \aa.\^  wxs^\\a.^^^^^x£tfsa*a 
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the  present  season  as  I  have  deemed  actually  demanded,  in  order  to 
maintain  and  continue  the  confidence  of  the  Indians  in  the  faith  and 
pledges  of  the  government  to  preserve  peaceable  relations  with  them, 
and  provide  some  means  for  their  support  during  the  next  winter. 
With  the  limited  means  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I  have  broken  up, 
fenced,  and  planted  about  forty-five  acres  of  land,  principally  with 
potatoes,  beans,  and  peas.  From  present  appearances  we  shall 
realize  a  I'air  crop.  1  am  constructing  agency  buildings  on  the 
reservation,  and  deem  it  necessary  that  I  should  assist  the  Indians  in 
erecting  cabins  to  protect  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter. 

The  following  estimate  will  approximate  near  the  actual  number  of 
Indians  in  this  district  and  the  names  of  their  chiefs  or  head  men. 

The  short  time  I  have  been  in  charge  of  this  district,  which  is  by 
far  the  largest  in  either  Territory,  and  formerly  in  charge  of  two 
agents,  the  great  extent  of  country  which  it  covers,  and  the  ]arge 
number  of  Indians,  renders  my  duties  very  arduous  ;  from  these  facts 
you  can  learn  my  reasons  for  making  a  more  full  and  detailed  report. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  time  to  give  a  correct  estimate  of 
funds  necessary  for  restoring  and  maintaining  peace  in  this  district 
for  the  next  year,  but  in  my  opinion  it  will  require  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  P.  DENNI80N, 
U,  8.  Indian  agtnty  northeast  district  Oregon  Ttrritory. 

J.  W.  Nesmith,  Esq., 

SuperintenderU  Indian  affairSy  Salem,  Oregon  Territory. 


No.  154. 

Salkm,  Oregon,  September  22,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  seize  upon  the  first  available  moment  since  my  return  from 
my  late  trip  to  the  Flathead  district  to  prepare  my  annual  report  for 
1857,  the  fact  of  my  absence  on  duties  connected  with  the  Indian 
service  in  the  Flathead  country  being  a  sufficient  apology  for  any  delay 
in  its  preparation. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  operations  in  which  I  have  been 
engaged  have  been  reported  in  my  several  monthly  letters,  statedly 
written,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  your  predecessor  in  Washington 
Territory,  until  you  sent  me  on  the  late  mission  to  the  Flathead 
agency ;  and  I  design  occupying  this  report  of  my  operations  on  said 
journey  in  such  views  and  considerations  as  were  suggested  by  that 
mission. 

In  entering  upon  the  open  wilderness  east  of  the  Dalles,  the  point 
of  outfit  and  departure  for  all  the  upper  counties  in  Oregon  and 
Washington  Territories,  one  is  at  once  forcibly  struck  with  a  coavic- 
tion  of  the  uncertainty  and  precaT\o\xftTve«^«^  cA  \!tv^  \xwefc  ^V\^^>s^ 
common  consent  of  both  parties,  now  8u\ia\a\»  \iet^^^^  ^^  ^^^'^'^  ^ 
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Indians ;  so  unreliable  is  the  present  state  of  things,  that  even  the 
best  informed  official  personages  in  the  Indian  and  military  depart- 
ments of  the  government  can  give  no  assurance  of  safety  to  persons 
and  property  beyond  their  immediate  vicinities.     In  travelling,  all 
parties  have  to  exercise  a  constant  watchfulness  and  cAre,  harassed 
by  daily  reports  of  depredations  committed  by  Indians  not  far  off.     I 
am,  however,  justified  in  saying  that  no  depredations  have   been 
proved  to  have  been  committed  during  the  past  spring  and  summer 
seasons,  u|:>  to  the  time  of  my  arriving  at  the  Dalles,  the  5th  instant. 
An  universal  conviction  prevails  among  all  classes  of  Americans, 
officials  and  others,  that  should  a  demand  be  made  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  delivery  up  for  trial  of  the  murderers  of  Sub-Agent 
Bolon,  of  Matthias,  and  others,  the  Indians  would  refuse,  and  a  con- 
flict would  ensue,  and  a  state  of  warfare  again  prevail.     Such  is  my 
own  conviction,  and  yet,  nevertheless,  every  proper  view  that  enters 
into  the  consideration  of  this  delicate  and  serious  question  requires 
that  those  murderers  should  be  demanded,  fairly  tried,  and  capitally 
punished,  if  found  guilty,  regardless  of  the  consequences ;  but  prudence 
requires  that  the  military  arm  of  the  government  be  fully  strengthened 
for  all  and  any  consequences  following  upon  such  proceedings. 

THE  NBZ  PERCi  NATION. 

So  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn,  on  my  late  trip,  all  the  Nez  Perce 
'  people  have  returned  to  that  allegiance  entered  into  with  the  govern- 
ment of  their  white  brethren  at  Walla- Walla,  in  May,  1855.  The 
Nez  Perces  are  numerous  and  powerful ;  they  have  many  horses  and 
cattle,  and  a  beautiful  and  desirable  country;  some  of  them  have 
considerable  wealth,  and  feel  quite  independent ;  some  are  quite  en- 
lightened by  former  missionary  teachings,  and  by  intercourse  with  the 
whites,  and  the  friendship  of  all  such  may  be  fully  relied  upon.  Such 
is  the  influence  of  this  nation,  arising  from  their  numbers,  knowledge, 
wealth,  and  central  position,  that  not  one  honorable  or  wise  effort 
should  be  neglected  in  securing  and  perpetuating  their  friendship  for 
our  government  and  people.  To  the  undersigned  the  rejection  of  the 
treaty  of  Walla-Walla  would  seem  a  policy  both  fatal  and  foolish — 
a  measure  so  just  and  beneficial  to  the  Indians,  so  easy  to  the  whites, 
and  necessary  to  the  extension  of  our  settlements ;  for  it  must  be  evident, 
even  to  the  most  stolid,  that  Americans  will  extend  their  settlements, 
regardless  of  the  interests  of  Indians  ;  and  it  is  the  province  of  a  wise 
government  so  to  direct,  modify  and  shape  inevitable  events,  that  a 
weak  and  defenceless  people  should  not  be  sufferers  only  by  contact 
with  a  civilized  and  powerful  race.  That  treaty,  then,  with  the  Nez 
Perces,  at  least,  should  be  ratified  and  executed ;  or  one  similar  should 
be  negotiated  with  them,  without  delay,  that  their  peace  and  pros- 
perity may  be  put  on  a  safe  and  permanent  basis,  and  their  good  will 
and  friendship  for  their  white  brethren  and  our  government  be  per- 
petuated. 

On  the  10th  of  July  last,  as  the  undersigned  passed  through  the 
Nez  Perces  country,  as  dViec^^d  \i^  ^ovw  iiL^tructions  of  June  2,  he 
took  occasion  to  learn  ttieii  alaXfc  wkA  efirokdixXsya.^  ^xA'OcL'iw  ^\^^%  xi.^ii. 
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• 
8uch  questions  as  interest  our  government  and  people.  I  gave  them  a 
feast  and  smoke,  in  the  name  of  the  President,  and  held  a  talk  with 
the  chiefs  and  headmen,  at  which  all  were  present,  except  two  or 
three,  and  several  were  there  whose  friendly  feelings  for  the  whites 
were  more  than  questionable  one  year  ago.  The  result  of  my  inter- 
course with  those  chiefs  leads  me  to  believe  that  their  friendship  is 
very  desirable,  that  it  should  be  secured,  and  that  it  might  be  easily 
done. 

THB  FLATHEAD  TRIBES. 

Tou  are  aware  that  the  principal  duties  of  the  undersigned,  as  In- 
dian agent,  have  reference  to  the  Flathead  tribes,  and  he  would  re- 
spectfully refer  the  department  to  his  former  reports  and  communica- 
tions as  developing  his  views  regarding  their  condition  and  necessities. 
Though  nothing  strange  or  of  great  interest  has  occurred  in  the  Flat- 
head district  since  their  agent  left  those  tribes  in  the  summer  of  last 
year,  yet  I  beg  to  be  indulged  in  a  few  observations,  in  addition  to  what 
has  heretofore  been  communicated,  respecting  this  interesting  people. 

Perhaps  their  old  and  uniformly  decided  friendship  for  the  whites  is 
the  source  of  that  special  interest  in  the  Flatheads  ielt  by  all  Ameri- 
cans ;  for  I  cannot  say  that,  as  a  people,  they  are  more  intellectual, 
or  enlightened,  or  moral,  or  industrious  than  the  Nez  Perces  and  some 
other  tribes  west  of  them,  though  in  all  these  respects  they  are  fully 
as  far  advanced,  if  not  really  in  advance  of  their  neighbors. 

The  Flatheads,  as  well  as  the  Nez  Perces,  received  Lewis  and  Clark, 
^hose  great  and  enduring  American  explorers,  with  open  arms,  and 
liberal  benefactions  as  early  as  1805  and  1806.  Since  that  period  their 
friendship  has  been  steady,  and  remained  unshaken,  noth withstanding 
the  influence  of  bad  example  in  most  of  the  neighboring  tribes  has 
tended  to  seduce  them  from  their  first  free  choice  and  wise  decision. 

The  Flatheads  had  not  much  intercourse  with  white  men  until  the 
advent  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries  in  1843.  Men  may  and  do  differ  in 
opinion  as  to  the  results  of  the  teachings  of  the  Father's  upon  the  In- 
dians ;  my  own  decided  opinion  is  in  favor  of  their  example  and  in- 
structions, as  greatly  beneficial  to  the  Flatheads.  Since  the  missiona- 
ries first  went  to  labor  among  them,  many  traders  and  travellers 
have  been  in  their  country ;  some  have  made  a  permanent  settlement 
there  by  consent  of  the  Indians ;  and,  besides,  they  have  had  much 
intercourse  with  those  great  immigrations  to  the  Pacific  that  have 
passed  Fort  Hall;  and  yet,  unlike  many  nomadic  people,  nothing  has 
disaffected  them  towards  the  superior  race  with  which  they  have  been 
partially  brought  in  contact. 

If  there  be  any  difference  as  to  Indians,  it  is  in  favor  of  the  Flat- 
heads,  as  desiring,  more  than  any  other  tribe,  an  advancement  above 
and  beyond  their  present  unsatisfying  condition  They  would  seem 
to  aspire  to  a  civilization.  No  nation  or  people  can  assist  them,  or 
even  symi^athize  with  them,  except  the  American  people.  The  duty, 
destiny,  and  office  of  our  people,  alike  require  at  their  handis  a  timely 
lulfilment  of  their  obligations  to  these  Indiaii^*,  KxA^  ^^\:\^  'vi^Nik 
treaty  of  July,  1855,  not  be  deemed  \,\vtt  i^io^^t  Ocvt^xxui^  *^^^^^ 
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which  our  national  henefactions  should  flow  to  them,  similar  or  other 
modes  of  attaining  that  desirable  end  should  be  speedily  adopted. 

So  long  a  period  has  elapsed  since  the  council  and  treaty  of  July, 
1855,  with  the  Flathead  tribes,  that  some  of  the  leading  men  now 
think  that  their  sale  of  land  to  their  Great  Father^  the  President, 
should  not  be  considered  binding  on  them  without  thc-y  should  be 
again  consulted. 

The  Flatheads  proper  claim  the  Bitter  Boot  valley  only  as  their 
home;  there  they  have  been  born,  raised,  lived,  died,  and  been 
buried,  for  many  generations.  They  love  their  country;  it  is  beauti- 
ful and  healthy  and  adapted  to  their  wants,  and  a  tender  regard  for 
their  feelings  would  give  them  a  small  reservation  in  their  own  val- 
ley for  a  few  years  at  least,  besides  their  interest  in  the  large  reserva- 
tion on  Flathead  river.  The  treaty  of  1855  makes  a  conditional 
reservation  for  all  the  Flathead  tribes  as  the  President  shall  think 
best  for  them.  Supposing  that  treaty  would  be  ratified  and  executed, 
your  predecessor  in  the  superintendency  of  Washington  Territory, 
Governor  Stevens,  instructed  the  undersigned  to  view  both  districts  of 
country  desired  by  the  Flatheads  and  Upper  Pend  d'Oreille  tribes, 
severally,  as  the  general  reservation ;  he  viewed  them,  and  reported 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  district  on  Flathead  river.  Should  the 
treaty  be  ratified,  and  the  general  reservation  be  located  on  that  river, 
I  do  not  think  the  Flatheads  proper  would  offer  opposition,  but  would 
yield  their  preferences  to  a  prudent  and  forbearing  interpretation  and 
execution  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty. 

THE  AGENCY. 

All  the  Flatheads  objected  to  the  withdrawal  of  their  agent,  for 
many  reasons,  but  more  especially  as  exposing  them  to  the  depreda- 
tions of  their  old  enemies,  the  Blackfeet.  The  latter  nation  have 
behaved  themselves  pretty  well  since  the  treaty  at  the  mouth  of  Judith, 
in  1855,  having,  since  that  date,  committed  but  few  infractions  of  its 
conditions ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  while  our  government  continues 
to  give  the  large  annuities  and  presents  provided  for,  and  also  con- 
tinues an  agent  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and  in  the  midst  of  the  Black- 
feet,  the  Flatheads  and  other  western  tribes  will  have  but  little  cause 
to  complain  of  depredations  perpetrated  by  the  former  people. 

And  here  the  undersigned  must  be  allowed  to  express  his  decided 
opinion  of  the  governmental  policy  in  relation  to  the  tribes  west  of  the 
Rocky  mountains  and  their  wild  neighbors  on  the  Missouri,  as  being 
wrong  and  reprehensible.  To  the  ignorant  mind  of  the  Flatheads, 
at  least,  it  would  seem  to  present  a  glaring  exemplification  of  the  in- 
sane policy  of  rewarding  enemies  and  punishing  friends.  Friendly 
people  of  the  west  are  treated  with  for  their  lands  and  other  privi- 
leges ;  these  treaties  are  unconfirmed  for  more  than  two  years,  perhaps 
finally  rejected,  while  their  wishes  are  disregarded  and  their  wants 
ignored.  The  treaty  with  the  wild  Blackfeet  tribes,  a  people  tradi- 
tionally hostile  to  the  whites,  and  not  regarding  either  life  or  property 
till  very  recently — a  treaty  containing  no  cessions  of  land,  except  for 
roads  and  forts — is  ratified  at  once^  so  soon  as  presented,  full  appro- 
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priations  are  made,  and  large  presents  given ;  while  our  old  friends  of 
the  west,  totally  neglected,  stand  by,  see  all  these  transactions,  and 
are  expected  to  maintain  their  old  friendship.  Such  policy,  as  before 
characterized  in  this  report,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  suicidal  and 
insane. 

THE  CENSUS. 

The  undersigned  is  not  aware  of  a  full  census  of  the  Flathead 
nation  having  been  taken  by  any  one.  The  best  estimates  are  as 
follows:  Flatheads  proper,  four  hundred;  Upper  Pend  d'Oreilles,  six 
hundred ;  Kootenays,  four  hundred ;  besides  these,  there  are  the  Lower 
or  Lake  Pend  d'Oreilles,  or  Kallispelm,  considered  a  Flathead  tribe, 
and  many  of  them  residing  permanently  in  the  country  of  the  Upper 
Pend  d'Oreilles,  but  not  included  in  the  treaty  of  1855,  said  to  be 
about  three  hundred  souls. 

AGRICULTURAL  AND  OTHER  STATISTICS. 

Since  the  Jesuit  missionaries  were  driven,  in  1849,  from  their  mis- 
sion, St.  Mary's,  in  the  Bitter  Root  valley,  by  reason  of  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  Blackfeet  tribes,  the  Flatheads  proper  have  almost  wholly 
neglected  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ;  their  horses  are  estimated  at 
four  thousand;  their  cattle  at  one  thousand.  They  go  to  Buffalo 
twice  every  year — first,  in  April,  ''to  bulls,"  as  it  is  called,  returning 
in  the  latter  part  of  June;  the  second,  onfall  hunt,  ''for  cows,"  ttiey 
start  in  August,  and  get  back  generally  in  December  or  March  fol- 
lowing. The  "bitter  root"  is  dug  and  cured  in  May;  the  "  camash  " 
in  June  and  July. 

The  Upper  Pend  d'Oreilles  pursue  the  same  course  of  life ;  their 
horses  are  estimated  at  three  thousand  ;  their  cattle  at  four  hundred. 
Since  the  Jesuit  mission  was  removed,  in  1854,  from  the  Lower  to  the 
Upper  Pend  d* Oreille  lands,  the  latter  people  have  made  very  marked 
progress  in  cultivating  the  soil.  Their  crops  in  1856  were  so  abun- 
dant as  to  supply  much  of  their  food  to  many  of  them  ;  others,  seeing 
this  result,  were  incited  to  take  to  cultivating  small  patches,  so  that 
this  year  their  fields  number  about  fifty,  containing  half  to  ten  acres, 
averaging  say  five  acres,  making  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  wheat, 
peas,  potatoes,  turnips,  cabbages,  carrots,  corn,  and  a  few  other  crops 
in  small  quantities,  as  making  trial  of  their  soil  and  climate.  In  all 
these  efforts  they  have  been  incited,  taught,  and  assisted  by  the  mis- 
sionaries, but  the  means  of  the  latter  are  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  case ;  the  liberal  hand  of  government  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  assistance  of  this  people,  in  giving  seeds,  implements, 
and  instructors,  if  they  are  ever  expected  to  become  domesticated  and 
cultivators  of  the  soil. 

The  Kootenays  have  not  so  many  horses  as  the  other  Flathead  tribes, 
neither  do  they  go  to  the  buffalo  chase  so  universally,  being  more 
confined  to  elk,  deer,  and  mountain  sheep,  to  fowls,  and  to  fish ;  they 
do  not  cultivate  the  soil,  except  a  few  at  the  Mission  of  St.  Ignatius. 

The  Lower  or  Lake  Pend  d'Oreilles  raise  much  wheat  and  potatoes ; 
they  also  have  horseS;  and  go  to  Buffalo  as  the  other  tribes. 
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THE  MORMOSS. 


The  Mormons  made  a  small  settlement  in  1855  upon  the  headwa- 
ters of  Salmon  river,  in  Oregon  Territory ;  the  settlers  did  but  little 
the  first  year  ;  their  numbers  were  increased  by  an  addition  of  about 
thirty  men,  with  horses,  cattle,  wagons,  seeds,  and  tools,  in  May, 
1856.  In  May  of  the  current  year  they  were  visited  by  Brigbam 
Young,  the  prophet,  priest,  and  governor  of  his  deluded  followers, 
accompanied  by  a  largo  retinue  of  men,  women,  and  vehicles  ;  their 
crops  of  wheat  and  vegetables  are  large  and  abundant ;  salmon  have 
swarmed  in  the  streams  ;  coal  and  some  other  minerals,  and  building 
stone,  have  been  found  in  abundance,  and  their  settlement  is  to  be 
made  permanent  by  many  of  the  first  settlers  going  to  Salt  Lake  with 
their  chief,  to  return  with  their  families  the  present  fall. 

The  Mormons  are  accused  of  supplying  Indians  with  fire-arms  and 
ammunition,  and  of  inciting  the  latter  to  acts  of  hostility  towards 
Americans  ;  but  the  undersigned  is  of  opinion  the  charge  is  unsus- 
tained  by  suflScient  proof,  if  not  altogether  groundless.  However  this 
may  be,  some  of  the  leading  Flathead  chiefs  have  serious  fears  lest  the 
Mormons,  being  driven  from  their  present  settlements  by  the  govern- 
ment, should  overrun  and  occupy  their  lands  in  force.  They  expressed 
their  fears  in  the  formal  talk  I  nad  with  them.  I  used  every  possible 
effort  to  allay  them,  telling  them  the  President  would  protect  them  in 
all  their  rights  and  interests.  This  question  is  worthy  of  the  paternal 
care  of  our  government.       •^ 

THE  TALKS  AND  FEASTS. 

The  foregoing  is  the  result  of  much  intercourse  for  the  two  years 

East  with  the  tribes  mentioned,  and  of  free  consultations  and  talks 
eld  with  the  several  tribes  on  my  late  trip,  on  each  of  which  occa- 
sions, as  every  prudent  consideration  required,  a  frugal  feast  of  beef, 
flour,  and  a  few  vegetables,  was  furnished  by  the  undersigned  in  the 
name  of  the  President,  and  a  small  present  of  tobacco  given  for  a 
smoke.  The  expenses  of  these  feasts  will  be  included  in  my  accounts 
for  the  third  quarter  of  the  current  year. 

THE  C(EUR  D'ALENE  INDIANS. 

As  I  went  out  on  my  trip  to  the  Flathead  agency,  I  chose  what  is 
called  the  **Lo-Se"  route,  through  the  Nez  Perces  country,  being  in- 
clined thereto  by  my  own  considerations  of  safety,  and  being  advised 
also  by  those  whose  opinions  were  entitled  to  weight.  Having  gone 
out  in  safety,  I  concluded  to  risk  returning  by  the  Cceur  d' Alene  route, 
which  would  expose  me  to  coming  in  contact  with  many  Indians  hos- 
tile in  1855  and  1856,  but  would  also  give  me  an  opportunity  to  see  the 
CcBur  d'Alene  tribe,  and  ascertain  their  present  relation  and  views 
towards  the  whites,  for  their  friendly  feelings  towards  the  whites  were 
justly  more  than  suspected  during  the  late  hostilities. 

I  found  most  of  them  gathered  at  the  Jesuit  mission  in  their  coun- 
try ;  they  received  me  kindly,  being  personally  known  to  many  of 
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them.  I  gave  them  a  small  present  of  provisions  for  a  feast  and  smoke; 
^ave  them  a  talk,  in  which  I  delivered  the  same  general  message  that 
I  was  instructed  by  your  letter  of  June  2,  1857,  to  communicate  to 
all  Indians  with  whom  I  should  meet  and  have  intercourse.  Two  of 
the  principal  men,  leading  and  head  chiefs,  spoke  in  reply,  saying  that 
they  had  been  misrepresented  to  the  whites  ;  the  whites  had  been  mis- 
represented to  them,  the  Indians,  and  thus  mututtl  suspicions  had 
arisen  ;  they  were  glad  to  hear  of  the  good  will  of  the  President  and 
his  white  children  towards  themselves ;  as  to  themselves,  they  had 
always  been  friendly  disposed  towards  the  whites,  and  hoped  nothing 
would  occur  in  the  future  to  interrupt  the  present  peace  and  good  will. 

SPECIAL  AGENCY  TO  FLATHEADS. 

Your  predecessor  in  the  superintendency  of  Washington  Territory, 
judging,  last  fall,  that  it  was  both  unsafe  and  inexj^ient  for  the 
undersigned  to  return  at  that  time  to  the  Flathead  agency,  directed 
me  to  put  thatagency  in  charge  of  John  Owen,  esq. ,  as  special  agent,  and 
to  remit  him  funds  for  that  service,  which  has  been  done  to  the  amount 
of  seven  hundred  and  ninety  three  doUarsand  sixty-two  cents,  and  placed 
to  my  credit  in  my  account.  Mr.  Owen  was  relieved  of  the  special 
agency  July  31,  1857,  and,  having  kept  his  accounts  in  his  own  name, 
proposes  to  settle  with  the  proper  accounting  oflScers  as  special  Indian 
agent. 

Having,  according  to  your  instructions  of  June  2, 1857,  accomplished 
the  mission  with  whichi  was  entrusted,  larrived  at  the  Dalles,  the  place 
of  outfit,  September  5,  and  having  received  of  yourself  the  necessary 
funds^  I  have  paid  off  and  discharged  all  the  several  employes  I  had 
with  me  on  the  trip,  as  well  as  thof e  at  the  Flathead  agency,  on 
September  18th  instant,  except  Mr.  J,  T.  Turner,  train  master,  who 
is  paid  till  September  the  30th  instant,  to  allow  him  time  to  go  to 
Olympia,  Washington  Territory,  the  place  whence  he  was  engaged. 
Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  LANSDALE, 
Indian  agent,   Washington  Territory, 
J.  W.  Nesmith,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs  in 

Washington  and  Oregon  Territories. 


No.  155. 

Port  Orpord,  August  3,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  went  to  Chitco,  and  found 
things  in  a  bad  situation,  from  the  fact  that  the  Smith's  river  Indians 
had  refused  to  go  to  the  Klamath  reservation,  and  had  broken  to  the 
bush,  declaring  they  would  rather  die  than  go,  and  were  using  their 
induence  to  induce  the  Chitcos  to  assist  them.  I  should  have  returned 
immediately,  but  from  the  persuasion  of  the  people  in  the  vicinity  o€ 
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Windechnck  and  Chitco,  I  concluded  to  remain  and  prevent  an  out- 
break. 

I  collected  some  sixty  on  an  island  in  the  river,  and  woald  not  per- 
mit them  to  go  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  most  of  them  are 
willing  to  go  to  the  reserve,  but  some  say  they  will  not  go.  They 
have  plenty  to  eat.  There  are  four  men  and  some  twenty  women  and 
children  on  Pistol  river  who  have  declared  they  would  not  go  to  the 
reserve,  and  two  men,  with  twelve  women  and  children,  at  Whale 
Head,  that  are  hostile,  and  render  it  dangerous  for  people  to  pass. 
There  are  also  seven  men  and  some  forty  women  and  children  on  the 
north  part  of  Chitco,  who  have  been  hostile  always,  and  who  will 
unite  with  their  own,  living  on  Lower  Chitco,  and  who  make  regular 
incursions  in  the  Illinois  valley,  and  who  lately  plundered  a  vil- 
lage on  Carrion  creek.  I  believe  I  can  get  most  of  them  together, 
and  prevent  further  mischief,  if  it  is  your  wish. 

Major  Heintzleman,  agent  for  the  Klamath  Indians,  stated  that  I 
was  to  act  in  concert  with  him ;  but  I  told  him  I  had  no  orders  to  thai 
effect,  and  should  do  nothing  in  an  oiBScial  way,  but  simply  as  a  citizen 
acting  by  the  request  of  other  citizens,  until  I  could  learn  your  wishes. 
If  you  order  their  removal,  it  should  be  done  next  month,  as  it  will 
consume  a  good  deal  of  time,  as  a  number  are  old,  and  they  cannot 
travel  more  than  five  miles  a  day. 

If  you  wish  them  to  remain  until  spring,  they  should  know  it,  and 
that  would  enable  them  to  build  shelter  to  winter  in ;  they  are  now 
living  in  willow  booths,  simply  shaded  from  the  sun. 

Probably  it  would  be  better  to  have  them  remain  until  spring,  oh 
by  that  all  could  be  collected  at  one  place,  and  the  public  relieved 
from  all  fear.  I  will  start  in  the  morning  for  Chitco,  and  will  remain 
there  until  I  can  hear  from  you ;  and  would  request  to  have  any  com- 
munications for  me  sent  to  Crescent  City,  as  I  can  get  them  more 
easily  from  that  place  than  here. '  Please  write;  anything  you  may 
order  I  will  do  my  best  to  carry  out  to  the  letter. 
I  remain  yours,  truly, 

WM.  TICHNOB. 

Colonel  Nesmith, 

Supt.  Indian  Affairs,  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories, 


No.  166. 

Office  Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Salem,  Oregon,  August  11,  1867. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  3d  instant  reached  this  office  last 
evening.  In  order  to  save  additional  expense  to  the  government,  I 
have  desired  that  the  few  Indians  to  which  you  refer  would  remain  at 
their  present  location,  where  they  might  procure  their  own  subsist- 
ence. If  their  present  residence  in  the  neighborhood  is  giving  trouble 
to  the  whites^  and  likely  to  result  in  hostilities,  I  have  to  request  that 
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yoQ  will  assume  their  charge^  and  have  them  taken  to  the  Siletz 
reservation. 

In  the  event  of  your  attempting  to  remove  them,  I  desire  that  all 
should  be  brought  away,  so  as  to  prevent  future  difficulties  in  that 
locality. 

You  will  use  your  discretion  as  to  bringing  them  by  land  or  water, 
and  adopt  the  mode  of  conveyance  least  expensive  to  the  government. 

Before  undertaking  this  service,  it  is  but  proper  that  I  should  notify 
you  that  I  have  nob  a  single  dollar  of  public  funds  in  my  hands  appli- 
cable to  any  purpose ;  ana  that  you  and  others  who  render  service,  or 
furnish  supplies  in  the  removal  of  those  Indians,  must  take  your 
chances,  ana  the  risk  of  ever  being  remunerated.  I  would  say,  how- 
ever, that,  if  funds  are  placed  in  my  hands  applicable  to  such  pur- 
poses, I  will  reimburse  you  for  the  necessary  expenses  incurred,  and 
pay  you  a  fair  compensation  for  your  time  necessarily  employed. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  NE8MITH, 
Supt.  Ind.  Affairs  Oregon  and  Wash,  Territories. 

Captain  Wm.  Tichnor, 

Crescent  City,  California, 


\ 
No.  157. 

Vancouver,  W.  T.,  JuJy  2,  1857. 

My  Dear  Colonel  :  I  intended  to  have  a  conversation  with  you,  be- 
fore separating  from  you,  on  the  matter  of  demanding  of  the  Indians 
the  surrender  of  the  murderers  of  Mattese  and  Boland. 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  to  press  the  delivery  of  them  at  the 
present  moment  would  perhaps  ada  to  the  difficulties  now  deemed  to 
exist  with  the  Indians,  or  complicate  them. 

If  a  delay  in  the  matter  would  be  advisable,  and  a  formal  demand 
be  postponed,  it  would  be  also  advisable,  perhaps,  in  conversation  with 
them,  to  let  them  know  that  it  is  not  forgotten,  and  that  it  would  be 
deemed  by  the  United  States  an  act  of  great  good  will  on  their  part  to 
deliver  them  up,  and  would  greatly  tend  to  induce  the  government  to 
extend  to  them  some  especial  favors. 

Please  think  the  matter  over  and  write  to  me,  bo  that  I  may  frame 
such  orders  as  may  meet  your  views,  and  so  co-operate  with  you  in  re- 
ference to  this  special  matter.* 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  L.  CLARK, 
Brig.  Genl.^  Com'g  Dept.  Pacific. 

Col.  Nesmith,  Supt.  M.  Affairs  0.  and  W.  T. 
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No.  158. 

Office  Supbrintbndent  Indian  Affairs, 

Salem,  Oregon,  July  15,  1857. 

Dear  General  :  Your  favor  of  the  2d  instant  reached  me  on  the  13th 
instant.  In  relation  to  the  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  murder- 
ers of  Mattese  and  Bolon,  I  still  entertain  the  same  opinions  that  I 
did  when  I  saw  you,  and  think  that  no  opportunity  should  be  al- 
lowed to  pass  without  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  Indians  that 
the  surrender  of  those  persons  is  the  only  terms  upon  which  they  can 
expect  a  permanent  peace  with  the  government. 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  this  courne,  if  adopted,  will  tend  to  com- 
plicate or  increase  our  difficulties  with  the  Indians.  The  murderers, 
five  or  six  in  number,  are  regarded  by  the  majority  of  their  own  tribes 
as  outlaws  and  desperadoes,  whose  outrageous  conduct,  in  the  perpe- 
tration of  those  murders,  has  brought  war  and  its  concomitant  evils 
upon  the  remainder  of  the  tribe. 

The  Indians  in  this  and  Washington  Territory  have  always  been 
taught,  in  their  intercourse  with  both  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  and 
the  United  States  government,  that  all  murderers  must  be  surrendered 
for  fair  and  impartial  trial.  The  Hudson  Bay  Company,  in  their  in- 
tercourse with  them,  so  fully  impressed  this  upon  their  minds,  that 
there  was  never  an  instance  of  the  murder  of  their  people  in  which 
the  perpetrators  were  not  surrendered. 

The  same  policy  was  pursued  by  our  government  in  1849  and  1850 
with  the  Puget's  Sound  Indians  for  the  murder  of  Wallace,  and  the 
Cayuses  for  the  murder  of  Dr.  Whitman  and  family,  at  Walla- Walla. 
In  both  instances  the  Indians  were  given  up,  fairly  tried,  and  hanged, 
and  their  tribes  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  result.  In  the  case 
of  the  surrender  of  the  murderers  of  Wallace,  the  tribes  to  which 
they  belonged  were  induced  to  give  them  up  by  means  of  a  large  re- 
ward offered  by  the  Indian  department.  The  Cayuses  surrendered 
the  murderers  of  Whitman  upon  the  demand  of  General  Lane,  then 
governor  and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  I  have  no  doubt  but 
what  I  could  obtain  the  murderers  of  Mattese  and  Bolon  by  the  offer 
of  large  rewards  to  the  Indians,  but  deem  it  inexpedient  to  do  so,  and 
would  rather  see  them  feel  that  the  government  has  the  power  and 
the  will  to  compel  them  to  comply  with  its  just  and  reasonable  de- 
mands. Judging  from  the  past  history  and  the  present  condition  of 
those  Indians,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  giving  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
murderers  should  be  promptly  demanded,  and  the  Indians  fully  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  this  surrender  is  the  only  terms  upon 
which  they  can  expect  a  permanent  and  lasting  peace  with  the  govern- 
Inent. 

As  to  the  time  when  the  demand  should  be  made,  you,  as  the  gene- 
ral in  command,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  your  resources,  should  be 
the  best  judge ;  yet  I  do  not  believe  anything  is  to  be  gained  by  pro- 
crastination. 

On  the  2d  of  June  last  I  gave  Agent  R.  H.  Lansdale  orders  to  pro- 
ceed, by  the  Dalles  and  Walla- Walla,  to  the  Flathead  country  on  urgent 
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business  connected  with  the  Indian  department.  In  my  instructions 
I  directed  him  to  call  on  Colonel  Wright  for  an  escort,  in  the  event 
that  he  deemed  it  necessary  for  his  protection.  I  also  wrote  to  Colonel 
Wright,  informing  him  of  the  duty  on  which  Mr.  Lansdale  had  been 
ordered,  and  requested  that  he  would  furnish  a  small  escort,  if  it 
should  be  necessary  for  his  safety.  Under  date  of  22d  June  I  received 
from  Colonel  Wright  a  communication  in  reply,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract:  ^^I  have  received  your  communication  of  the 
2d  instant.  Mr.  Lansdale,  the  agent,  has  left  for  the  upper  coun- 
try. I  was  not  able  to  furnish  him  with  an  escort,  as  I  have  no 
mounted  troops  at  my  disposal.'' 

Since  my  return  from  the  Dalles  I  received  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Lansdale,  and,  in  speaking  of  his  request  for  an  escort,  he  says : 
'■"  Colonel  Wright  refuses  an  escort  of  five  mounted  men  asked  for  by 
me  from  Walla- Walla  post  to  crossing  of  8nake  river  ;  reason,  a  stand- 
ing order  not  to  grant  escorts  unless  upon  orders  received  from  head- 
quarters, Pacific  department.  United  States  army." 

You  will  observe  from  the  above  extracts  that  Colonel  Wright  gave 
Mr.  Lansdale  a  difierent  reason  from  the  one  given  me  for  the  refusal 
of  the  escort,  and  he  was  compelled  to  employ,  at  a  heavy  outlay,  citi- 
zens for  his  protection  in  making  the  trip.  If  the  reason  given  Mr. 
Lansdale  is  the  true  one,  and  such  an  order  as  he  refers  to  exists,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  its  modification,  so  as  to  place  some  dis- 
cretion in  the  commander  of  posts  in  relation  to  furnishing  escorts  to 
the  Indian  department,  without  submitting  them  to  the  great  delay 
incident  to  communication  with  headquarters.  Ordinarily,  it  is  but 
seldom  that  an  escort  is  necessary  ;  but  circumstances  do  occasionally 
arise  when  it  would  be  highly  expedient  to  have  one  for  the  safety  of 
the  superintendent  or  agents  travelling  to  remote  points  when  there 
is  known  to  be  danger  from  small  lurking  bands  of  hostile  Indians. 
Danger  is  sometimes  to  be  apprehended  from  the  same  source  in  re- 
mitting large  sums  of  money  to  agents  in  the  interior,  and  which  the 
interest  of  the  government  requires  should  be  protected  by  ordinary 
precaution.  In  the  event.  General,  of  your  deeming  it  expedient  to 
modify  the  order  referred  to,  so  as  to  allow  escorts  to  be  furnished  to 
the  officers  of  this  department  in  cases  of  necessity,  I  guarantee  that 
the  privilege  will  not  be  abused,  nor  escorts  ever  be  asked  for  except 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity. 

Allow  me  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  reinforcing 
the  post  at  the  mouth  of  the  Umpqua  river  with  at  least  one  addi- 
tional company.  I  regard  it  as  the  most  important  post  in  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  only  point  at  which  successful  opposition  can  be 
interposed  to  prevent  the  late  hostile  Indians  on  the  coast  reservation 
from  executing  their  constant  threats  of  returning  south  along  the 
coast  to  their  old  homes. 

With  a  sincere  desire  to  co-operate  with  you  in  the  restoration  and 
maintenance  of  peace,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  NESMITH, 
Supt,  Indian  Affairs,  Oregon  and  Washington  Territories. 

Brigadier  General  Clark, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pacific^  San  Francisco^  CaL 
43 
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No.  159. 

HEADQUARTEB.S  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  PACIFIC, 

Sail  Francisco,  July  28,  1857. 
Colonel  :  Brigadier  General  Clark,  commanding,  has  received  your 
letter  of  July  16. 

You  will  have  seen,  by  the  order  enclosed  you,  that  your  wishes  in 
relation  to  an  increased  force  at  Umpqua  are  being  carried  out. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  1<  tter  to  Major  Garnett  will  evince  to  you 
the  desire  of  the  General  to  meet  your  views  as  to  the  surrender  of 
the  guilty  Indians,  and  explain  why  he  cannot  make  the  peremptory 
demand  you  think  should  be  made.  He  hopes  that  a  surrender,  so 
much  desired  by  both  you  and  himself,  may  be  obtained. 

Orders  will  be  given  to  the  officers  east  of  the  Cascades  to  furnish 
guards,  on  your  request,  wl^ere  it  can  be  done. 

Owing  to  previous  complications,  the  General  regrets  that  he  has 
not  been,  in  all  things,  able  to  meet  your  views. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 

Adjutant  General, 
Colonel  J.  W.  Ni-smith, 

Supt.  Indian  Affairs,  Washington  and  Oregon  Territories, 

P.  8.  When  reports  are  received  from  Major  Garnett  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Steptoe,  the  General  will  again  communicate  with  you; 
and  if  he  can  then  comply  with  your  request,  he  will  do  so  cheerfully. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  MACKALL, 

Adjutant  General, 


No.  160. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Pacific, 
San  Francisco,  California,  July  28,  1857. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  to  Col.  Wright,  of  July  16,  1857,  asking  for  dis- 
tinct instructions  under  paragraph  3,  special  order  number  87,  has 
been  submitted  to  Brigadier  General  Clark. 

He  directs  me  to  say  tliat  the  order  in  question  was  not  intended  to 
bring  to  punishment  tliose  engaged  in  the  murder  of  Bolon,  and  in 
the  late  acts  of  hostilities. 

This  question  the  General  kei)t  open.  Urged  to  denxand  these 
criminals  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  he  hesitated,  lest 
the  long  delay  in  so  doing,  and  the  negotiations  since  had  with  these 
tribes,  in  which  no  such  demand  was  pressed,  might  make  a  demand 
now  appear  to  them  a  breach  on  our  part,  and  be  thus  more  injurious 
to  the  control  he  is  determined  to  exercise  in  the  future,  than  any  ap- 
pearance of  impunity  their  escape  from  punishment  could  give.     Be- 
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tween  himself  and  the  superintendent  this  difference  of  opinion  still 
exists. 

Those  men  deserve  punishment,  and  the  order  referred  to  gives  no 
pardon;  but  the  General  will  not  pursue  them,  at  the  hazard  of  being 
thought  unfaithful  to  treaties  or  promises,  written  or  tacit. 

Urge  on  the  chiefs  that  the  delivery  of  these  criminals  will  be  re- 
ceived as  an  evidence  of  the  good  disposition,  not  to  be  forgotten  in 
future  troubles,  and  that  by  making  the  surrender  they  may  save  their 
people  from  being  pushed  into  future  wars  by  the  bad  conduct  of  a  few 
reckless  men. 

You  may  thus  obtain  a  voluntary  surrender,  and  it  will  be  well. 

Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  even  an  attempt  of  this  kind  will  be 
of  certain  ill  effect  under  the  pacification  made  by  Colonel  Wright, 
(which  he  will  be  directed  fully  to  communicate  to  you,)  let  it  alone, 
and  report  your  views. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MACK  ALL, 
Asst,  Adjt.  General. 

Major  R.  L.  GaRnett, 

9th  Infantry  J  Comdg.  Fort  Simcoe^  W,  T. 


No.  161. 
california  superintendency, 

Office  Superintendent  Indian  Afpair8', 
San  FranciscOy  California^  September  4,  185T. 

Sir:  In  submitting  my  annual  report,  I  am  relieved  of  the  neces- 
sity of  making  it  an  extended  one,  for  the  reason  that  but  little 
change  has  taken  place  either  in  the  condition  or  character  of  the 
service  in  this  superintendency  during  the  past  year.  My  last  report 
having  dwelt  at  considerable  length  upon  the  character,  habits,  wants, 
and  necessities  of  the  Indians,  any  extended  remarks  upon  that  head 
would  fieem  to  be  an  unnecessary  repetition. 

The  causes  there  set  forth  as  having  produced  the  present  miserable 
and  degraded  condition  of  tlie  Indians  interspersed  through  the  white 
settlements  in  California,  still  operating  with  increasing  force,  are 
gradually  decimating  their  numbers,  and  hastening  them  on  in  the 
downward  road  to  final  extermination.  Left  to  the  prey  of  diseases 
by  them  incurable,  to  the  efiects  of  intoxicating  liquor,  and  the  abuse 
of  evil  disposed  white  persons,  there  is  nothing  before  them  but  inev- 
itable death,  or  the  interposition  of  the  arm  of  the  government  in 
removing  them  to  those  asylums  on  the  reservations  already  prepared 
for  their  reception,  where  they  can  be  treated  as  the  wards  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  receive  that  sort  of  protection  and  care  which  can  alone 
be  beneficial  to  Indians. 

Foreseeing  at  an  early  period  that  the  condition  of  the  Indians  in 
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their  present  haunts  would  from  year  to  year  grow  worse,  my  greatest 
efforts  have  been  directed  to  preparing  the  reserves  for  the  reception 
of  the  greatest  number  at  the  earliest  practicable  period;  and  in  this 
I  am  happy  to  say  I  have  been  successful  to  a  very  considerable  ex- 
tent. At  Nome  Lackee,  Klamath,  Mendocino,  and  Nome  Cult  farms, 
the  result  of  the  present  crop  shows  that  we  can  subsist  a  consider- 
able number  of  Indians  in  addition  to  those  already  theie  ;  and  the 
experiments  already  made  in  regard  to  the  capacity  of  the  soil  for  ag- 
ricultural purposes  demonstrate  that  these  locations  are  capable  of 
sustaining  the  entire  Indian  population  in  the  northern  and  central 
portions  of  the  State.  The  Indians  in  closest  contact  with  the  mining 
population  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  immediate  assistance,  and  of 
these  it  is  intended  to  remove  as  many  as  can  be  supported  with  the 
surplus  produced  at  the  above  places.  In  another  year  there  i?  but 
litt'e  doubt  that  the  number  of  Indians  may  be  doubled  and  easily 
fed  from  the  products  of  the  farms,  so  that,  in  a  few  years,  all  those 
residing  in  the  districts  named  may  be  removed  to  reserves  and  pro- 
perly provided  for  in  their  new  homes. 

In  the  southern  portion  of  the  State  the  prospects  are  by  no  means 
so  cheering.  From  the  San  Joaquin  to  the  extreme  southern  bound- 
ary of  the  State  an  unusual  drought  has  prevailed  during  the  past  sea- 
son, cutting  short  the  resources  of  Indian  subsistence,  nuts,  berries, 
grass  seeds,  and  other  natural  articles  of  food,  upon  which  they  have  hith- 
erto relied  for  a  scanty  and  precarious  support.  In  the  county  of  San 
Diego  it  is  believed  that  much  suffering,  and,  perhaps,  starvation  and 
death  in  many  instances,  will  ensue  from  this  cause.  It  is  also  feared 
tliat  pressing  wants  of  hunger  will  drive  many  to  the  necessity  of 
committing  depredations  upon  the  cattle  of  the  rancheros,  whose 
sparsely  settled  condition  and  thinness  of  numbers  will  leave  their 
property  almost  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  starving  Indians,  and  great 
anxiety  is  felt  upon  the  subject  by  the  settlers.  Every  effort  in  my 
power  lias  been  and  is  being  made  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible,  this 
state  of  things.  An  agent  has  been  appointed,  who  resides  among 
and  has  great  influence  with  them,  who  is  instructed  to  spend  all  his 
time  with  the  tribes,  encouraging  and  assisting  them  in  preparing  and 
storing  for  the  winter  such  articles  of  their  natural  food  as  may  be 
within  their  reach.  In  this  way,  by  industry  and  economy,  it  is 
hoped  a  sufficiency  may  be  provided  to  avert  the  danger  of  starvation 
to  which  circumstances  give  a  somewhat  threatening  appearance. 

Captain  Burton,  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Yuma,  has  kindly 
consented  to  act  as  special  agent  at  that  place,  and  he  has  been  fur- 
nished with  a  few  articles  of  clothing,  agricultural  tools,  and  seeds, 
for  the  use  of  the  Indians  on  the  Colorado.  The  lands  on  the  banks 
of  this  stream  are,  in  some  locations,  exceedingly  fertile,  and  the  In- 
dians support  themselves  by  a  rude  system  of  agriculture.  The  dis- 
tribution of  tools  and  seeds  among  them  it  is  probable  will  enable 
them  greatly  to  improve  their  present  condition. 

The  crops  upon  the  Tejon  this  year  have  been  almost  an  entire  fail- 
ure in  consequence  of  the  extreme  drought.     It  is  probable  that  not 
half  food  enough  has  \)ceTi  'pioAxxe^ivi  ^<^t  \\\^  Q^<^\i^\rai\>V\ci\s.  of  the  place ; 
and  one  common  fate  atteiids  WvaV.  ^w\:\\^  \^^\q\y  <^l  ^owox^i — ^^\«:\V\ix^ 
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of  the  crops.  There  is  nothing  to  sell,  if  we  had  the  means  to  buy. 
It  is  too  remote  from  other  points,  and  the  price  of  transportation  is 
too  high  to  supply  the  place  from  other  localities.  The  agent  at  that 
place  has  therefore  been  instructed  to  send  the  Indians  to  the  moun- 
tains and  surrounding  plains  in  search  of  such  food  as  may  be  gath- 
ered, and  to  furnish  mules  and  wagons  for  its  transportation  to  the 
reserve.  This,  it  is  supposed,  with  a  reasonable  allowance  of  beef, 
will  enable  them  to  pass  the  winter  without  suffering. 

At  the  King's  river  farm  a  good  crop  has  been  raised,  and  assist- 
ance will  be  afforded  from  that  point  to  all  the  Indians  in  the  Tulare 
valley. 

At  the  Fresno  the  crop  was  a  comparative  failure,  and  similar  in- 
structions have  been  given  to  the  agent,  in  relation  to  gathering  wild 
food,  as  those  given  to  the  agent  at  Tejon,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
they  will  be  able  to  provide  a  sufficiency  for  the  winter. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  the  Indians  scattered  through  the  mining 
regions  to  provide  food  for  the  winter,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  the 
intentions  of  the  government  in  regard  to  them,  special  agents  have 
been  temporarily  appointed  in  several  mountain  localities  with  instruc- 
tions to  induce  them  to  gather  food,  build  houses,  and  make  the  neces- 
sary preparations  for  the  approaching  winter.  In  short,  nothing  has 
been  omitted  within  the  power  of  this  office  consistent  with  economy, 
and  authorized  by  law,  which  could  contribute  to  the  protection, 
security,  or  comfort  of  the  Indian  population. 

Throughout  the  entire  extent  of  the  State,  from  the  Colorado  to  the 
Oregon  line,  and  from  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  to  the  Sierra  Nevada 
mountains,  the  gratifying  fact  exists  that  universal  peace  prevails. 
Not  a  hostile  sentiment  is  entertained  by  the  Indians  in  any  portion  of 
the  State,  and  a  general  feeling  of  security  pervades  the  entire  white 
population. 

The  progress  of  the  reservations  is  attended  with  as  great  a  degree 
of  success  as  could  be  expected  or  desired  by  the  most  sanguine  friends 
of  that  system.  The  Indians  perform  with  entire  willingness  all  the 
labor  required.  Coercion  is  seldom  necessary,  and  a  resort  to  punish- 
ment very  rarely  occurs.  The  progress  they  have  made  in  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  the  pursuits  of  industry  is  remarkable,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  encouraging  to  the  friends  of  the  system  of  subsisting 
Indians  by  their  own  labor. 

The  mention  of  a  few  facts  upon  this  point  is  not  considered  inap- 
propriate. At  Nome  Lackee  the  wheat  crop  of  this  year,  consisting 
of  over  ten  thousand  bushels,  was  harvested  entirely  by  the  Indians. 
The  Indian  labor,  and  the  threshing,  sacking,  and  hauling  to  the 
storehouse,  was  also  performed  by  them,  attended  only  by  two  white 
men  as  overseers.  From  Nome  Lackee  to  the  mountains,  where  the 
supply  of  timber  is  procured,  is  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  Two  In- 
dians will  take  a  team  of  four  or  five  yoke  of  oxen  and  wagon,  go  to 
the  timber,  load  the  wagon,  and  return  do\frn  a  steep  and  circuitous 
mountain  road  requiring  skill  and  judgment  to  insure  safety.  In  like 
manner  in  obtaining  supplies  from  the  river,  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles,  an  Indian  will  take  the  horse  teaxa,  ^Vwe  vk>^Tv  q»\^^  ^^i  "^^^^^ 
return  the  next. 
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At  MendcK-ino  the  iDdians  have  been  taught  to  draw  the  seine,  which 
they  do  witli  no  other  assistance  than  one  white  man  as  an  overseer. 
A  crew  of  these  fishermen  have  been  trained  as  sailors  to  manage 
the  vessel,  a  schooner  of  twenty  tons,  used  for  bringing  supplies  from 
the  landing  at  Mend^^xjino  city  to  the  reserve  by  sea,  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles.  Upon  one  occasion  this  vessel  was  in  charge  of  a  white 
man,  as  captain,  and  the  Indians,  three  in  number,  as  sailors.  While 
lying  in  the  harb«ir  at  Mendocino,  which  is  exposed  to  the  southwest 
winds,  a  gale  sprung  up.  The  captain  was  ashore,  intoxicated.  The 
vessel  was  in  danger  of  going  ashore.  The  Indians,  who  were  watched 
with  great  interest  by  those  on  land,  with  the  small  boat  took  the 
anchor  to  windward,  dropped  it,  and  hauled  the  vessel  off  until  she 
was  far  enough  out  to  clear  the  point,  then  set  sail  and  went  out  to 
sea,  returning  the  next  day  in  safety.  Since  that  time  the  vessel  has 
been  placed  entirely  in  their  hands,  and  is  believed  to  be  perfectly 
safe. 

Four  ploughs  are  now  in  operation  at  Mendocino.  They  are  the 
large  i)rairie  steel  ploughs,  and  are  drawn  each  by  four  yoke  of  oxen. 
With  these,  there  is  one  white  man  as  overseer.  The  work  is  done 
entirely  by  Indians,  there  being  two  drivers  to  each  team,  and  one  to 
hold  the  plough.  The  work  is  well  done,  and  presents  a  very  beautiful 
appearance.  Illustrations  of  this  character  could  be  multiplied  to  any 
number,  but  more  is  considered  useless.  To  what  further  extent  the 
Indian  is  capable  of  being  made  useful  or  of  gaining  knowledge,  time 
and  experiment  alone  must  determine. 

That  Indians  can  be  collected  on  reservations  and  subsisted  chiefly 
by  their  own  labor,  the  experiments  we  have  already  made  suflSciently 
demonstrate;  and  tlie  success  which  has  so  far  attended  the  enterprise 
is  suflicient  to  justify  a  continuation  of  the  system  and  renewed  efforts 
for  its  ultimate  and  triumphant  success. 

The  rei)orts  of  the  agents  will  give  you  more  in  detail  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  reserves. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  agents  and  sub- 
agents  have  been  energetic  and  zealous,  evincing  industry  and  economy 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Very  re8])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  HENLEY, 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs, 

Hon.  J.  W.  Denver, 

CommiHsioner  of  Indian  Affairs^  Washingfon  Ciiy,  I).  C 


No.  162. 

Office  of  Klamath  Indian  Reservation, 

July  13,  1857. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  a\xbm\t.  l\\^  ^.uvivv^wl  ve^oct  of  this  agency. 
There  are  living  at  tbe  pteseivt  l\mci  \x\o\iX)^\^  y^^^tn^\:\q\3l^^\3l\.  \.^^ 
ihousand  Indians ;  they  are  ipe^ee^\A^  ^\^Y^^^^^  ^^^"^^  ^^^^^^"^  ^"^^l 
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the  orders  of  the  agent.  During  the  year  1856  there  were  under  cul- 
tivation about  thirty-six  acres  of  land,  yielding  96,000  pounds  of 
potatoes.  The  small  amount  under  cultivation  was  owing  to  the  in- 
disposition of  the  Indians  to  work,  and  their  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  policy  of  the  government  towards  them.  They  are  proud  and 
independent;  and,  when  urged  by  the  agent  to  work,  that  they  might 
thereby  acquire  a  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  provide  for  them- 
selves and  families  a  subsistence,  would  reply  that  their  forefathers 
had  lived  there  before  them,  and,  if  all  the  whites  were  to  go  away 
and  leave  them  unmolested,  they  could  still  live. 

Time  is  fast  removing  their  prejudices,  and  as  they  begin  to  un- 
derstand the  policy  of  the  government  they  work  more  readily  ;  to 
which  fact  is  owing  the  crop  now  in  the  ground,  consisting  of  about 
ninety-five  acres  of  potatoes,  eleven  of  peas,  seventeen  of  beans,  nine 
of  oats,  six  of  wheat,  five  of  millet,  five  of  turnips,  and  four  acres  in 
garden. 

Salmon  has  been  very  abundant  this  season,  and  in  the  difierent 
villages  upon  the  reservation  there  has  not  been  less  than  seventy- 
five  tons  cured  for  winter  use.  It  was  doubted  by  many  if  the  cereals 
could  be  raised  at  this  point,  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  coast. 
For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  question,  my  predecessor  had  of  wheat 
six,  and  of  oats  nine,  acres  sowed.  It  looks  well ;  and  competent 
judges  estimate  the  wheat  at  twenty  bushels  and  the  oats  at  forty 
bushels  to  the  acre. 

We  are  now  engaged  in  clearing,  with  Indian  labor,  one  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  will  be  ready  for  crop  by  the  middle  of  October. 
I  contemplate  erecting  this  fall  a  storehouse  34  feet  by  20  ;  a  barn 
and  cattle  shed,  100  feet  by  60  ;  three  houses  to  store  vegetables  in 
for  winter  use  ;  two  houses,  80  feet  by  20,  to  accommodate  the  Indians 
while  at  work.  I  am  now  engaged  in  getting  out  the  logs,  with  In- 
dian labor,  for  that  purpose. 

The  Indians  are  located  at  different  points  upon  the  Klamath  river, 

which  runs  through  the  reservation,  in  the  vicinity  of rapids, 

for  the  convenience  of  fishing,  and  tends  to  prevent  any  disturbance 
arising  from  old  lends.  There  is  no  disease  of  any  importance 
among  them,  and  during  the  past  year  but  few  deaths.  On  this 
river,  above  Marippe  Falls,  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  reserve,  there 
are  probably  about  fourteen  hundred  Indians ;  they  subsist  upon  fish, 
game,  and  the  natural  products  of  the  earth.  Some  few  of  them 
work  for  the  settlers. 

In  Hoopa  valley,  on  Trinity  river,  there  are  about  seven  hundred 
Indians  ;  they  subsist  by  hunting,  fishing,  grass  seeds,  and  acorns. 
Many  of  them  work  for  the  white  settlers  in  the  valley,  and  are  well 
paid  for  their  labor. 

On  the  Trinity  river  and  its  tributaries,  above  Hoopa,  there  are 
about  five  hundred  Indians  ;  their  resources  for  fishing  and  gaining 
a  livelihood  have  been  destroyed  by  mining  in  the  vicinity;  they  have 
acquired  the  vices  of  the  whites  without  any  of  their  virtues,  are 
diseased,  and  almost  destitute.  I  would  recommend  their  removal  to 
this  agency. 

Id  the  vicinity  of  Crescent  City  aud  SmitV  a  xwex  \\i^x^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
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hundred  Indians,  the  remnants  of  the  once  powerful  Lopas^  Talawas 
and  Lagoons  ;  they  are  miserably  destitute.  Some  three  weeks  since 
I  visited  them  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  induce  them  to  come  into 
the  reserve,  but  found  them  unwilling  to  do  so ;  a  few  days  since  a 
few,  some  ten  of  them,  came  in,  and  said  they  were  all  now  willing 
to  come  if  I  would  go  for  them.  I  shall  proceed  on  Monday  to  visit 
them,  and,  if  willing,  shall  bring  them  back  with  me. 

I  would  recommend  the  employment  of  a  teacher  for  the  purpose 
of  instructing  the  females  in  the  art  of  sewing.  They  are  apt  and 
ready  to  learn,  and  by  this  means  would  be  enabled  to  manufacture 
all  the  clothing  that  would  be  needed  for  this  agency. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Indian  Sub-Agent, 

T.  J.  Henley,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  San  Francisco, 


No.  163. 

Nome  Lackee  Indian  Beservation, 

August,  1857. 

Sir:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  succeeding  Colonel  Stevenson, 
nothing  of  unusual  importance  has  transpired.  Every  department 
of  business  has  movevi  on  regularly,  nothing  occurring  to  mar  the 
general  good  order  and  the  prosperous  condition  of  affairs  reported  by 
my  predecessor. 

The  agricultural  operations  on  the  reservation  this  year  have  been 
eminently  successful,  and,  considering  the  unusually  dry  season,  the 
products  have  been  most  abundant.  There  have  been  under  cultiva- 
tion about  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  from  which  we  have  an  esti- 
mated return  of  ten  thousand  busliels  of  wheat,  three  hundred  bushels 
of  corn  ;  the  yield  of  barley  being  very  light — in  fact,  not  of  sufficient 
value  to  harvest.  There  have  been  cut  and  cared  for  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons  of  hay.  Vegetables  of  all  kinds  were  raised  in 
abundance,  except  potatoes,  and  it  is  now  settled  that  the  land  in  this 
section  of  country  will  not  produce  them.  The  wheat  has  all  been 
threshed  and  housed^  and  is  sufficient  to  feed  a  much  larger  number 
of  Indians  than  can  be  collected  on  the  reservation  this  year. 

From  the  record  of  labor  kej)t  on  the  reservation,  it  appears  that 
there  have  been  an  avci*age  of  forty  Indians  at  work  per  day  during 
the  year,  except  in  time  of  harvest,  when  the  force  was  increased  to 
from  two  to  four  hundred  ;  during  the  period  of  threshing  and  housing 
the  grain,  there  were  about  seventy-five  at  work  daily.  The  Indians 
now  work  very  willingly,  and  some  of  them  are  engaged  in  almost 
every  department  of  labor.  As  a  general  thing,  the  Indians  are  eon- 
tented  with  their  location  on  the  reservation,  and  express  a  desire  to 
remain  ;  there  are,  however,  afe\^  t^^'Ol^^^  «lxi^  vS\^^Q\\iti\!Lted  spirits 
among  them,  who  occasionaWy  ^Ytw^  Vo^awio^^x  >i}^^ \ts^^ \.^  ^c^tx^^ 
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plan  by  which  they  can  return  to  their  old  haunts  Some  have  left 
the  reservation  who  refuse  to  return,  while  others,  who  left  for  a  while, 
found  their  condition  much  worsted,  and  voluntarily  returned  to  the 
reservation.  The  whole  number  of  Indians  embraced  within  this 
reserve  is  two  thousand  five  hundred.  The  only  improvement  in 
building  is  the  erection  of  a  new  adobe  granary  at  headquarters,  and 
some  sheds  to  protect  the  hay  from  the  wet  weather.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion to  erect  some  additional  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  employes  at 
Thom's  Creek  camp,  as  well  as  some  houses  for  Indians  at  that  and 
the  Nevada  camp. 

There  has  been  some  sickness  among  the  Indians  this  summer, 
especially  with  the  Wye-lackees,  who  suffered  much  from  not  having 
the  free  use  of  running  water,  to  which  they  were  always  accustomed, 
and  consequently  they  have  been  removed  to  the  Thom's  Creek  camp, 
where  health  is  being  fully  restored  to  them.  With  this  exception, 
and  of  the  venereal  complaints,  always  abounding  among  them,  they 
are  free  from  disease. 

During  the  year  about  five  hundred  of  the  Yuba  and  Feather  Biver 
tribes  have  been  brought  on  to  the  reservation,  and  have,  with  the 
exception  of  a  portion  of  the  Yubas,  been  sent  to  the  Nome  Cult  val- 
ley station.  It  has  been  impossible  for  me  as  yet  to  visit  the  Nome 
Cult  station,  but  I  learn  from  the  reports  of  the  overseer  that 
everything  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  the  Indians  contented  and 
satisfied. 

Mr.  Storms  informs  me  that  he  has  already  cut  and  prepared  the 
timbers  for  such  buildings  in  that  valley  as  the  necessities  of  the  ser- 
vice may  require. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  reservation  have  been  reduced  as  far  as 
practicable,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  additional  outlay  for  beef 
during  harvest,  will  probably  be  less  than  at  any  time  heretofore. 

I  must  repeat  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor,  that  some 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  break  up  the  Indian  rancheros  in  this 
portion  of  the  country,  and  the  Indians  be  removed  to  the  reserve. 

The  success  that  has  thus  far  attended  the  reservation  system,  the 
immense  good  conferred  upon  the  Indians,  while  at  the  same  time 
protecting  the  persons  and  property  of  the  whites  from  Indian  depre- 
dations, establishes  the  wisdom  of  the  government  in  adopting  this 
method  for  the  subsistence  and  care  of  the  Indians. 

There  is  now  stationed  at  this  place  a  detachment  of  the  third 
artillery.  United  States  troops,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Morgan.  Yours,  &c., 

VINCENT  E.  GEIGEB, 

Indian  Agent. 

T.  J.  Henley,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  San  Francisco, 
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No.  164. 

Office  of  the  Mendocino  Indian  Reservation, 

August  15,  1857. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions from  the  department,  my  annual  report  as  to  the  number, 
condition,  means  of  subsistence,  and  occupation  of  the  Indians  now  on 
the  Mendocino  reservation. 

Number, 

Since  my  last  annual  report  was  made  there  have  been  removed  to 
this  reserve  three  thousand  and  seventy-five  Indians.  Of  this  num- 
ber one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-four  are  adult  males,  one 
thousand  and  sixty-seven  adult  females,  and  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  children ;  these,  together  with  those  previously  here,  make  a 
total  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  now  under  my  care. 

Some  few  of  those  brought  here  by  the  government  have  returned 
to  their  old  homes  without  permission  ;  still  the  great  majority  of  them 
remain,  apparently  well  contented.  They  begin  to  understand  and 
feel  that  it  is  better  to  be  here,  where  they  are  well  cared  for  and  pro- 
tected, rather  than  be  exposed  to  the  insults  and  oppressions  which 
are  at  all  times  liable  to  be  heaped  upon  them  by  unprincipled  whites 
when  beyond  the  immediate  vicinity  of  some  Indian  agency. 

About  fifteen  hundred  of  the  Indians  are  now  absent,  permission 
having  been  given  to  those  that  wish  to  visit  their  former  haunts  so 
to  do,  and  to  others  the  privilege  of  going  into  the  numerous  small 
uninhabited  valleys  situated  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  miles  from 
this  place. 

I  give  them  this  liberty  that  they  may  for  a  short  time  be  freed 
from  any  restraint  imposed  by  the  presence  of  whites,  and  also  that 
they  may  gather  the  seeds  of  the  various  grasses  that  cover  the  whole 
country  at  this  season.  These  seeds,  added  to  their  other  means  of 
subsistence,  will  materially  aid  in  supporting  them  during  the  severe 
months  of  the  year. 

Crops, 

The  crop  put  in  during  the  year  consists  of  seventy-five  acres  of 
wheat,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  oats,  sixteen  acres  of  barley, 
ten  acres  of  peas,  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  potatoes,  and  ten 
acres  of  turnips. 

Although  they  may  yield  a  fair  per  centage  on  the  investment  of 
seed,  stock,  and  other  capital,  still,  owing  to  the  severe  and  unusual 
drought  of  the  past  season,  the  result  will  not  prove  as  profitable  as 
could  be  wished,  and  which  there  was  every  reason  to  expect,  consid- 
ering the  pains  taken  to  insure  a  good  return. 

Fishery, 

The  result  of  the  fisVieTy  \^  fe«AA^\«k.c\.o^^ .     K>qqm\»  >()D:\t"v.'^  vVv^wEand 
pounds  of  rock  and  figVit  coi  \i«^^  ^i^^^  ^\i.\i^\.\  ^^  ^\^  ^xaaxscox. 
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twenty  thousand  pounds  have  been  salted  and  dried,  making  some 
eight  thousand  pounds  to  be  reserved  for  winter  use.  There  have 
been  also  caught  some  ten  thousand  pounds  of  small  fish,  such  as 
smelt,  sardines,  perch,  &c.,  which,  together  with  the  large  fish  not 
dried,  ha/e  been  issued  to  the  employes  and  Indians  for  daily  con- 
sumption. 

The  season  for  the  running  of  salmon  and  herring  no.v  approaches, 
and,  as  I  am  supplied  with  conveniences,  I  intend  to  salt  and  smoke 
such  quantities  as  may  be  practicable. 

The  business  of  fishing  is  carried  on  entirely  by  Indians,  aided  by 
two  white  men.  The  Indians  are  now  so  well  advanced  in  tlie  use  of 
the  boats  and  seines,  that  I  intend  at  the  end  of  this  month  to  dis- 
pense with  the  services  ot'one  of  the  white  men,  leaving  one  to  over- 
see and  look  after  the  property. 

On  the  beach  near  the  Ten  Mile  river  the  Indians  catcli  a  large 
number  of  small  fish,  similar  to  the  sardine  of  commerce.  They 
catch  them  in  their  own  rude  way,  by  running  into  tlie  serf,  planting 
hand  nets,  which,  being  lifted  at  the  return  of  each  roller,  are  found  to 
contain  from  one  to  a  dozen  ;  so  that  in  the  course  of  a  day  a  man  can 
take  probably  lialf  a  bushel.  These  fish,  after  being  dried,  furnish  one 
of  the  most  palatable  and  nutricious  articles  of  food  they  have. 


Musdes. 

Muscles  of  an  excellent  quality  and  in  almost  inexhaustible  quanti- 
ties can  be  gathered  along  the  whole  coast  bordering  the  reservation. 
During  the  winter  season,  however,  at  the  time  they  are  most  needed, 
there  are  periods  of  from  one  to  ten  days  when  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  get  at  them,  on  account  of  tlie  severe  storms  which  rage  during  that 
portion  of  the  year.  Although  a  very  nourishing  article  of  food,  still 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  in  making  out  the  ration  list,  too  much 
stress  ought  not  to  be  laid  on  that  fact,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the 
continued  use  of  any  one  article  of  food  not  only  satiates,  but 
eventually  seriously  injures  the  health. 

Hunting, 

The  system  of  supplying  the  reserve  with  fresh  meat  by  hunting,  I 
think,  owing  to  various  causes,  had  better  be  abolished.  Accordingly, 
during  this  quarter  I  shall  discharge  those  white  men  now  engaged 
for  that  purpose.  The  country  has  settled  up  so  rapidly  that  the 
game  has  all  been  driven  to  some  distance,  and  even  when  found  it  is 
80  wild  that  it  is  with  great  difiiculty  it  can  be  shot.  Then,  again, 
considering  that  the  wear  and  tear  of  horses  and  saddles,  and  the 
amount  of  provisions,  ammunition,  &c.,  used  up  in  procuring  the 
game  is  so  large,  I  think  that  the  government  could  be  supplied  with 
more  regularity  and  at  a  much  less  expense  by  puxcW^xxi^  %\a»^\i^^^^ 
of  beef  cattle  in  such  quantities  and  at  a\xc\v  \\t£v^^  «^^  tkv^*^  '^'^ 
required. 
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XuffJj^r  ofhuihUnqa. 

There  are  now' on  this  reserve  eleven  frame  baildings,  and  one  of 
logs,  besides  one  lar^re  huihlin^  for  a  hospital,  and  twenty-five  com- 
fortable houses  built  for  Indians. 

Number  of  acres  endosed. 

There  are  about  five  hundred  and  thirty  acres  enclosed  by  good 
substantial  fences  ;  in  making  which  there  were  used  thirty-three 
thousand  rails,  besides  which  there  are  some  six  thonsand  rails  not 
yet  used.  All  these  rails  were  made  through  all  the  various  pro- 
cesses of  cutting,  sawing,  and  splitting,  by  the  labor  of  Indians,  they 
only  having  the  supervision  of  white  men. 

La  nd  plough  ed . 

There  have  been  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
ploughed  and  prepared  for  the  next  planting,  besides  that  already 
enumerated  as  being  under  cultivation. 

Amount  of  stock. 

In  the  improvement  of  this  land  I  have  had  in  constant  use  six 
head  of  horses,  two  mules,  and  forty-four  oxen.  Although  the 
amount  of  land  cultivated  appears  small  in  comparison  with  the 
expenditure,  still,  on  examination,  two  reasons  suggest  themselves 
why  it  is  so. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  necessary  to  sustain  the  stock  entirely  by  graz- 
ing, which  materially  diminishes  the  working  hours,  and  renders  the 
cattle  less  able  to  perform  the  labor  they  ought.  In  the  next  place, 
the  land  being  new,  it  is  requisite  to  use  five  yoke  of  cattle  to  each 
plough,  and  even  then  it  is  a  good  day's  work  for  a  team  to  break  up 
one  acre. 

For  tlie  first  difficulty  I  sec  no  remedy  at  the  present  time,  nor  will 
there  be  any  until  it  becomes  practicable  to  cultivate  suflScient  land^ 
in  addition  to  that  required  for  the  support  of  the  Indians,  to  furnish 
oats  and  hay  for  the  work  animals.  The  second  cause  of  complaint 
will  scarcely  exist  another  year.  After  the  land  has  been  once  turned 
over,  one  yoke  of  oxen  will  easily  do  the  labor  now  performed  with 
great  difficulty  by  five  or  six  yoke. 

Occupation. 

As  to  the  occupation  of  the  Indians,  it  will  be  perceived  by  this 
report  that  the  labor  of  the  place  is  mostly  performed  by  them.  I 
find  it  necessary  as  yet,  however,  to  employ  white  men  to  oversee  and 
direct  them ;  also  to  have  a  white  man  for  a  carpenter,  and  one  for 
a  blacksmith.  On  the  dlscVvai^^  o^  o\i^  ot  tVv^  ^Klte  men  from  the 
fishery,  I  shall  advance  an  Indaaxv  to  \\v^  ci^mTas^xA  q*1  >(kv^  ^^c^^xv^^ 
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which  is  used  in  carrying  the  government  freight  to  and  from  Mendo- 
cino. The  vessel  will  then  be  entirely  manned  by  Indians,  who  are 
fully  competent  to  the  charge. 

The  blacksmith,  also,  has  an  assistant,  who  has  evidenced  a  capa- 
bility of  improvement  that  shows  Indians  can  be  trained  to  fill  all  the 
ordinary  mechanical  offices  of  the  reserve. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  teamsters,  ploughmen,  farm  hands, 
wood  choppers,  and,  indeed,  men  to  fill  all  the  various  duties  requisite 
on  a  farm,  and  for  some  of  which  I  find  occupation  as  they  are  seve- 
rally qualified.  The  women  I  find  useful  in  the  harvest  field  and  in 
making  clothing  ;  all  that  used  by  the  Indians,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  things  for  the  boatmen,  having  been  made  entirely  by  them. 

Necessity  of  education. 

Although  at  this  early  stage  of  the  reserve  it  can  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected that  much  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  education  of  Indian 
children,  still  the  large  number  of  youth  of  both  sexes  that  I  see 
growing  up  in  idleness,  and  for  whom  I  cannot  as  yet  find  any  useful 
occupation,  admonishes  me  that  at  least  an  efibrt  ought  to  be  made  to 
gather  them  into  schools  and  to  train  them,  so  that,  as  they  advance 
in  years,  they  may  advance  in  usefulness. 

I  have  caused  to  be  prepared,  by  two  difierent  captains  of  tribes, 

Eieces  of  ground,  containing  some  two  acres  each,  and  of  which  they 
ave  had  the  sole  care  and  charge,  doing  all  the  labor  according  to 
their  own  judgment,  from  the  planting  to  the  present  time.  The 
result  is  highly  satisfactory,  and  shows  that  whatever  can  be  intro- 
duced to  increase  their  comfort  and  give  variety  to  their  occupations, 
tends  to  make  them  more  contented,  and  bind  them  more  securely  to 
their  new  homes. 

Physician. 

The  employment  of  a  physician  and  the  establishment  of  a  hospital 
I  have  found  to  operate  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  By 
reference  to  the  physician's  report  annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
has  treated,  during  the  past  quarter,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
patients,  the  great  majority  of  whom  have,  under  his  care  and 
attention,  been  restored  to  health.  He  has  also,  during  the  same 
time,  vaccinated  eight  hundred  and  forty  two  persons.  The  general 
health  of  the  reservation  is  excellent.  The  diseases  mostly  prevalent 
are  those  brought  on  by  the  imprudence  of  the  Indians  themselves, 
and  by  promiscuous  connexion  with  the  whites,  which  shows,  if  more 
proof  were  needed,  the  propriety  of  removing  them  to  this  and  other 
reservations. 

Boads. 

I  have,  during  the  past  year,  built  two  roads — one  from  headquar- 
ters to  Little  Valley  station,  by  the  way  of  Bald  Hill  station,  and  one 
from  the  Noyeau  river  to  Mendocino,  the  shipping  port  of  the  county. 
The  first  one  is  about  eight  miles  in  length,  over  the  whole  cyA^^w^  <5>^ 
which  a  team  can  haul  a  full  load  wit\vou\.  any  ^\^q,\3\'^  n^V^X.^k^^-^. 
The  second  is  ten  miles  long,  and,  "by  tVve  a\tftTaX\o\i  oi  "Ccvfc  ^x^^^"^^ 
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which,  by  a  mistake  of  the  overseer,  were  left  too  st^ep  in  some  places, 
can  be  made  equally  as  good. 

Stations, 

At  the  different  stations  of  Bald  Hill,  Yokia,  and  Ten  Mile  river? 
although  but  recently  established,  everything  is  progressing  as  well 
as  could  be  expected  or  wished.  In  the  course  of  another  year  they 
will  prove  valuable  aids  in  carrying  out  and  perfecting  the  system 
adopted  for  the  government  of  this  reserve. 

Military  post. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  a  detachment  of  United  States 
troops  posted  on  tlie  reservation  for  the  better  security  of  employes 
and  the  preservation  of  government  property.  I  have  not  as  yet 
had  occasion  to  call  upon  them,  and  hope  the  time  is  far  distant  when 
any  necessity  for  so  doing  shall  arise. 

The  condition  of  the  Indians  now  on  this  reserve  affords  abundant 
cause  for  congratulation,  and  furnishes  another  evidence  of  the  pro- 
nriety  and  wisdom  of  the  system  of  Indian  reservations. 

Condition. 

Fortunately,  tlie  character  of  the  several  tribes  embraced  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  reserve,  although  coming  from  widely  separated 
portions  of  the  country,  assimilates  so  nearly  that  the  means  em- 
ployed to  advance  the  condition  of  one  tends  to  improve  all  the  others. 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  not  only  are  the  Indians  within 
the  immediate  limit  of  the  reservation  peaceable  and  quiet,  but  so, 
also,  are  all  those  residing  without  and  adjacent  thereto. 

Submitting  the  above  for  your  favorable  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  L.  FORD,  Sub-Agent. 
T.  J.  Henley,  Esq., 

Sup't  of  Indian  Affairs^  San  Francisco^  California. 


No.  165. 

Fresno  Indian  Farm,  August  4,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  annual  report  for  the  year 

1857. 

Being  at  this  time,  to  a  considerable  extent,  personally  acquainted 
with  all  the  tame  Indian  tribes  within  this  agency,  I  have  thought  it 
politic,  as  a  means  of  information  for  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
faiTHj  to  give,  in  detail,  the  iiame%  of!  t\ve  tribes^  with  the  number  and 
temporary  residence  oi  iViese  ^^.w^exxxi^  ^^ci^\^,^'veti  «vi^  c^^Wx  ytv:- 
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formation  as  might  enable  the  department  better  to  judge  of  their 
present  condition  and  real  wants. 

The  Wallalshim-mez  live  on  Tuolumne  river,  are  now  very         , 
much  scattered  and  dissipated,  estimated  at  over  one  hundred      100 

The  Poto-ancies  claim  the  Merced  river  as  their  homes,  but 

partially  live  there,  estimated  at 80 

The  Noot-choos  and  Tosemiteiz  live  on  the  headwaters  of  Chow- 
chilla,  much  scattered  and  dissipated,  often  resort  to  the 
practice  of  peddling  their  women  as  a  method  of  speculation, 
(which  odious  resort  for  profit  the  two  first-mentioned  tribes 
are  not  entirely  free  from,)  estimated  at 95 

The  Poho-Neeches  live  on  the  headwaters  of  Fresno,  work  on 

Upper  Fresno  farm ,  and  conduct  themselves  well 100 

The  Chow-chillaa  permanently  reside  on  this  farm,  concen- 
trated, and  not  dissipated 86 

The  Chooc-chancies  permanently  reside  on  this  farm,  concen- 
trated, and  not  dissipated 260 

The  How-a-chez  live  permanently  on  this  farm,  once  the  great 

ruling  tribe,  now  only  sixteen 16 

The  Pit-catches  live  on  San  Joaquin,  much  dissipated^,  mine 
and  labor  about  Millerton  and  elsewhere  ;  their  women 
nearly  all  prostitutes 100 

The  Tailenches,  (all  that  has  been  said  of  Pit-catches  applies 
well  to  the  Tailenches,)  estimated  at 80 

The  Coswas  live  on  San  Joaquin  and  Dry  creek,  not  so  much 
dissipated  and  exposed,  are  industrious,  and  pretty  much 
support  themselves 96 

The  Monos,  (white,  in  English,)  a  nation  consisting  of  many 
tribes,  jeach  having  their  respective  names,  live  on  Fine  Gold 
Gulch  and  San  Joaquin  river ;  are  industrious,  peaceable, 
and  not  dissipated,  pretty  much  supporting  themselves  ;  and, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  there  are  of  them  who 
visit  and  recognize  this  reservation  some  three  hundred  and 
sixty 360 

It  is^  however,  well  known  that  this  is  not  half  of  the 
actual  number  of  Monos  on  this  side  of  the  Sierra  Nevada, 
within  the  bounds  of  this  agency. 

The  Wat-tokes,  a  nation  of  Indians,  consisting  of  the  Wat- 
tokes,  Ituchas,  Cho-kem-nies,  and  We-chummics,  live  high 
up  on  King's  river,  some  distance  from  the  white  settlements, 
are  peaceable,  and  pretty  much  support  themselves,  estimated 
at 225 

The  Wat-ches  live  on  King's  River  farm,  do  all  the  labor  re- 
quired of  them,  and  behave  themselves 103 

The  Noto-notoos  and  We-melches  live  low  down  on  King's 
River  farm,  one  small  community,  are  peaceable  and  well- 
behaved,  and  mostly  subsist  themselves  on  fish  and  fowls, 
and  as  yet  have  cost  the  government  but  little,  estimated  at      200 
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The  Cow-illers  and  Tel-emnies  live  on  Four  Creeks,  labor  con- 
siderable among  the  citizens,  behave  themselves  well,  and 
as  yet  have  cost  the  government  but  little,  estimated  at 225 

Tne  Tal-ches  and  Woo-wells  live  on  Tulare  lake^  forming  one 
small  community,  subsist  themselves  mostly  on  fish  and 
fowls,  selling  some  feathers  occasionally 175 

Making  a  sum  total  of 2,289 


That  portion  of  these  tribes  of  Indians  being  about  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  number,  and  consisting  of  the  entire  tribes  of  Chooc-chancies, 
Chow-chillas,  How-a-ches,  and  a  portion  of  the  Poho-neeches,  which 
have  lived  and  labored  faithfully  on  King's  River  farm,  have  con- 
ducted themselves  in  a  peaceable  and  becoming  manner  towards 
both  employes  and  citizens.  They  have  also  made  fair  progress  in 
learning  the  use  of  all  kinds  of  agricultural  implements,  and  have 
acquired  quite  a  knowledge  of  that  kind  of  agricultural  pursuits  best 
calculated  to  enable  them  to  sustain  themselves  in  case  they  should 
hereafter  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources  ;  whilst  a  fair  proportion 
of  tlie  men  not  residing  on  the  farms  have  sought  for  and  obtained 
labor  among  the  citizens,  by  which  means  they  have  acquired  a  very 
satisfactory  support  for  themselves.  All,  seemingly,  have  cheerfully  fol- 
lowed the  good  example  set  by  those  on  the  farm  ;  have  given  to  this 
section  of  country,  so  far  as  Indians  are  concerned,  one  year's  peace 
and  quietude,  without  one  single  theft  having  been  committed  in  this 
agency  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge  ;  and  though  it  may  have  cost 
the^government  a  fair  item  in  dollars  and  cents,  the  bills  come  forth 
unstained  with  bloodshed  or  turmoil. 

That  portion  of  the  Indians  in  this  agency  whose  solicitations  to  be- 
come permanent  residents  on  this  farm  having  been  modestly  rejected, 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  and  for  the  want  of  means  to  subsist  them,  are 
still  anxious  to  work  for  food  and  clothing,  and  desirous  of  having  a 
temporary  claim  on  the  farm  as  a  refuge  in  case  they  are  crowded  from 
their  present  homes  by  the  white  settlers,  which  emergency,  from  re- 
cent complaints,  would  seem  to  be  fast  approaching. 

This  country  is  fast  becoming  settled,  and  the  face  of  the  hills  and 
plains  is  fast  becoming  covered  with  all  kinds  of  stock,  which  arbi- 
trarily coerce  and  drive  the  Indians  from  their  native  land  and  present 
homes,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  is  fast  diminishing  the  former  re- 
sources of  Indian  subsistence,  aided  by  a  succession  of  dry  seasons, 
leaves  the  Indians  here  but  little  of  the  original  gifts  of  Providence  to 
fall  back  on.  The  wants  of  those  Indians  who  do  not  permanently 
reside  on  the  farms,  but  make  frequent  visits  for  presents  and  ad- 
vice, for  the  present  time,  and  until  crowded  from  their  homes  by 
settlers,  are  simply  a  small  issue  of  food  and  clothing  occasionally,  as 
much  to  sustain  confidence  as  to  appease  their  real  wants. 

The  Indians  residing  within  the  bounds  of  this  agency  during  the 
last  season  have  enjoyed  fine  health,  and  are  gradually  wearing  out 
and  becoming  otherwise  leVv^veA.  ^tc^tcl  X.WX,  ^X\q>\%  disease^  syphilis, 
which  has  for  many  years  \>eexi\\i^TCi»;\\i^^^V^^^^^  ^"^  >C^^\x\v5w^^va.^^ 
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and  posterity.  The  greatest  obstacle  that  is  now  in  the  way  of  the 
Indian  department's  civilizing  and  moralizing  the  Indians  in  this 
section  of  country,  is  the  rude  and  wanton  manner  in  which  their 
young  women,  who  reside  in  unprotected  rancherosandin  the  vicinity 
of  mining  towns,  are  sought  by  men  who  resort  to  the  frequent  use  of 
ardent  spirits  to  allure  them  into  their  evil  ways. 

This  evil  can  only  be  obviated  by  their  permanent  residence  on  the 
farms,  which  would  add  but  little  expense  to  the  department,  if  the 
women's  time,  under  a  proper  instructress,  was  appropriated  to  the 
manufacturing  of  men's  clothing. 

Now  that  the  season  and  the  plan  of  catching  and  curing  fish  is  all 
understood,  it  is  believed  that  considerable  Indian  food  may  be  ob- 
tained from  that  source  this  fall ;  in  anticipation  of  which,  I  have 
engaged  barrels  and  coarse  salt,  and  am  now  making  preparations  for 
the  coming  fish  season. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  politic  and  best  to  retain  this  plaoe 
this  coming  season  as  a  home  and  place  of  resort  for  all  the  Indians, 
north  of  San  Joaquin  and  its  vicinity. 

The  necessary  ditches  for  irrigation  now  having  been  cut,  and  the 
training  of  the  water  and  the  practicability  of  its  application  beiog 
well  understood,  it  is  only  necessary  to  commence  in  time  and  incor  a 
small  expense,  and  the  certain  irrigation  of  all  the  land  desired  i& 
practicably;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  fears  for  the  success  of  tk 
crop  on  this  place  should  be  entertained,  if  I  am  instructed  t&  proceed 
in  time.  By  the  first  day  of  September  next,  preparatk)»a  foy  the 
coming  crop  should  have  commenced. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  most  obedient, 

M.  B.  LEWIS,  Suk.Jgent, 

Thos.  J.  Hknly,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  San  Francisco^  €uK/omia. 


No.  166. 

Agency,  Sebastian  Military  Reserve, 

Te/on  Valley^  Cali/omia,  August  15,  1857. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  department,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  current  year. 

The  Indians  under  my  charge  have,  during  the  past  year,  enjoyed 
the  blessings  of  health,  peace,  plenty,  and,  so  far  as  their  dissolute 
habits  would  permit,  contentment. 

The  early  part  of  the  past  winter  promised  fair  for  an  abundance  of 
rain,  and  consequently  favorable  for  an  abundant  crop.     I  therefore 
at  the  proper  season,  used  my  utmost  energies  in  putting  in  a  plen- 
teous crop  of  wheat  and  barley.     I  succeeded  in  seeding  about  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  wheat  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  b^^t^^  o^  X^^A^^  v^ 
good  condition.     This,  in  addition  to  the  laige  c\;a«k.TAA\.^  o^NcJvxvoNftex: 
grain,  promised  an  abundant  harvest  and  an  abuwdaviX.  w^Y^l  ^^'^ 
44 
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some  time  to  oome.  But  after  the  30th  of  January  but  little  rsin 
fell,  and  the  result  was  an  almost  entire  failure  of  the  crops,  excepi 
what  I  succeeded  in  saving  by  irrigation  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
limited  supply  of  water,  this  was  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  crop. 

Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  drought  for  the  past  three  years 
that  the  ground  is  dry  in  many  places  to  the  dept)i  of  eight  or  ten 
feet.  Added  to  the  calamitous  effects  of  the  drought,  the  little  wheat 
we  did  succeed  in  saring  was  so  seriously  injured  by  smut  as  to. render 
it  unfit  for  seed  and  quite  inferior  for  flour. 

The  Indians  have  seeded  about  one  hundred  and  fifteen  or  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  in  com,  beans,  squashes,  melons,  isc. ,  which,  by 
constant  irrigation,  are  producing  a  fair  return  ;  added  to  this,  they 
have  succeeded  in  raising  several  hundred  bushels  of  wheat  and  barley 
in  small  patches  at  their  rancherias. 

There  are  now  growing  in  the  garden  connected  with  the  agency 
about  fifteen  hundred  grape  vines,  part  of  which  produced  a  sjoaall 
crop  the  past  season ;  forty-five  fig  trees,  some  of  which  bear ;  and 
a  quantity  of  pomegranates  which  bear  luxuriantly. 

In  addition  to  ordinary  garden  produce,  we  will  have  a  few  hundred 
ui  hels  of  potatoes  an(|  a  small  (quantity  of  corn. 

Since  my  last  report,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  I  removed  to 
this  place  about  two  hundred  Indians  from  Tule  river ;  thene,  wHh 
small  accessions  from  various  other  points,  have  increased  the  number 
brought  to  the  reserve  during  the  year  to  about  three  hundred  and  ten. 

This  number  will  therefore  make  the  total  number  resident  on  the 
reserve  somewhat  over  one  thousand.  In  addition  to  these,  there  are 
living  near  the  reservation  some  two  or  three  hundred  Iiidians  who 
draw  more  or  less  of  their  subsistence  therefrom. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  crop,  a  portion  of  the  Indians  will  be 
sent  to  collect  wild  food  for  their  subsistence  during  the  winter ;  and 
all  will  be  required  to  depend  more  or  less  on  the  spontaneous  pro- 
ductions of  the  soil  for  subsistence. 

Our  proximity  to  the  fort,  with  the  usual  concomitants  of  grog  shops, 
kept  by  men  who  have  neither  **  the  fear  of  God  nor  respect  for  the  laws 
before  their  eyes,"  have  increased  drunkenness  on  the  reserve,  notwith- 
standing my  utmost  endeavors  to  prevent  it.  The  Indians  are  assisted 
in  smuggling  whiskey  on  the  reserve  by  a  disreputable  class  of  Mexi- 
cans and  Americans,  and  so  expert  are  they  as  to  elude  vigilance. 
This  great  curse  is  the  source  of  almost  all  the  insurbordination  and 
difficulty  I  have  to  contend  with  among  the  Indians.  Added  to  this, 
the  roads  from  the  Tejon  and  Canon  de  los  Uvas  passes  lay  through 
tbe  reserve,  thus  placing  us  on  the  two  thoroughfares  which  constitute 
the  means  of  communication  between  all  the  country  south  and  east 
of  this  and  the  Tulare  and  Sacramento  valleys,  thereby  bringing  the 
Indians  in  frequent  contact  with  a  set  of  men  whose  character,  calling 
and  disposition,  render  them  the  least  desirable  of  all  others  to  give 
impressions  to  beings  of  the  character  of  California  Indians.  And 
I  would  here  state,  that,  from  the  experience  of  the  two  past  years, 
and  a  careful  study  of  the  Indian  character,  as  exhibited  by  those  under 
my  charge,  in  order  to  \)e  exxkVu^xiNX^  wQkftv«^'e!vv3\  Vcl  \Jcift  objects  for 
which  reservations  ate  cieale^,  W^^  ^\i^v>!A\ife  ^t^jCyls^i  S&^^\fc\  ^^^^ 
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contact  with  the  white  population,  and  most  especially  their  former 
masters — the  native  Californians — at  least  so  far  as  possible.  Their 
great  readiness  to  copy  after  their  frailties,  and  aversion  to  imitate 
their  virtues,  renders  their  intercourse  with  them  productive  of  very 
pernicious  results.  I  would  therefore  very  respectfully  recommend, 
that  if  the  title  to  these  lands  be  extinguished,  as  the  result  of  legal 
decision  or  otherwise,  a  location  be  selected  as  completely  isolated  from 
thoroughfares  and  settlements  as  possible. 

The  Indians  are  now  so  far  advanced  as  to  be  capable  of  conducting 
almost  all  kinds  of  labor  successfully;  yet,  from  their  extreme  cupidity, 
it  is  necessary  at  all  times  to  keep  them  under  the  eye  of  an  overseer 
when  engaged  at  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  reservation;  this  circum- 
stance renders  it  necessary  to  retain  more  employes  than  would  other- 
wise be  necessary. 

Although  the  unsettled  title  to  the  land  on  which  the  reserve  is 
located  renders  it  inexpedient  to  make  expensive  improvements,  yet 
from  imperative  necessity  I  ha^w  erected  one  storehouse,  an  office,  a 
milk  house,  a  calaboose,  or  prison,  and  a  wagon  shed;  all  of  adobes, 
made  by  Indian  labor,  making  the  actual  expense  but  nominal. 

There  are  at  present  in  the  counties  of  San  Bernardino  and  San 
Diego  a  large  number  of  Indians,  known  as  ^'Mission  Indians,"  who 
are  conversant  with  all  the  operations  of  agriculture,  and  to  some 
extent  with  the  mechanical  arts,  as  taught  them  by  the  native  Cali- 
fornians, who  solicit  and  represent  that,  if  supplied  with  a  few  of  the 
ordinary  agricultural  implements  and  a  few  oxen  or  mules,  they  would 
be  fully  able  to  subsist  themselves,  by  means  of  agriculture,  in  a  com- 
fortable manner,  without  further  calls  upon  government  for  aid.  They 
exhibit  a  good  degree  of  intelligence,  and  appear  capable  of  success, 
if  thus  aided,  for  which  they  earnestly  solicit. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  R.  VINEYARD, 

Indian  Agent. 

Colonel  Thomas  J.  Hbnly, 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs^  San  Francisco j  California. 


No.  167. 
Report  of  a  rtconnoiasance  through  the  country  around  Cape  Mendocino. 

San  Francisco,  April  29,  1857. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  proposition  made  by  me  upon  the  8th 
of  January,  I  proceeded  to  the  Indian  reservation  of  Mendocino,  and 
made  an  exploration  and  reconnoissance  of  the  coast  country  as  far 
north  as  Cape  Mendocino.     The  accompanying  sketcha^  ^jjwiVi^^^^^ 
upon  as  correct  in  every  particular.    1  Yvav^  Yi«^^  ^^  q»Y^t\.mt2l>N:^  ^^S.^ 
seeing  this  country  in  its  worst  aspect  and.  moal\TiA^^aift'^\.^^»»«^>'''^*' 
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the  months  of  Jaanarj,  February,  and  March,  and  of  aaoertaining 
much  of  its  capabilities. 

From  the  next  tribe  aboTe  the  resenration,  the  '^  Camel-eKpoma^" 
I  took  an  Indian  who  understood  and  spoke  the  Chiabel-na-poma,  a 
language  with  which  I  was  myself  somewhat  familiar.  He  obtained 
two  or  three  from  the  next  tribe  to  the  north  to  accompany  ns,  and 
they,  again,  others  from  the  succeeding  tribe.  In  this  manner  we 
proceeded  to  the  cape,  where,  through  the  medium  of  five  or  six 
interpreters,  I  was  able  to  hold  intelligent  communication  with  the 
Indians  of  that  locality.  Our  interpreters  were  subsequently  rewarded 
with  a  few  beads  and  some  shirts,  which  they  received  with  great 
demonstrations  of  pleasure. 

We  met  with  very  little  opposition  to  our  progress.  Although 
ordered  back  by  almost  every  new  tribe  we  encountered,  we  soon  di^ 
armed  opposition  by  an  exhibition  of  our  skill  as  riflemen  among 
the  game  of  the  forest,  while  the  stories  told  of  our  prowess  by  the 
Indians  who  accompanied  us,  so  won  their  regard  that  they  treated 
us  with  great  consideration,  and  usually  escorted  us  to  the  limit  of 
their  territory,  beyond  which  they  would  not  venture. 

They  had  never  seen  a  white  roan  or  a  gun,  and  generally  fell  to 
the  earth  trembling  on  hearing  the  first  discharge.  On  witnessing 
its  effect  upon  the  deer,  elk,  bear,  and  seal,  of  which  we  shot  great 
numbers,  their  astonishment  and  admiration  knew  no  bounds.  It 
was  then  they  seemed  to  understand  what  had  before  perplexed  their 
feeble  comprehension^  how  our  little  band  of  six  men  could  travel 
through  their  country  so  fearlessly  and  independently. 

I  planted  wheat,  oats,  peach  stones,  and  seeds  of  various  kinds,  at 
every  camp ;  and,  lest  their  curiosity  might  frustrate  the  design,  I 
planted  duplicates  at  night,  unobserved  by  them.  I  also  distributed 
a  few  beads,  jewsharps,  and  other  trifles  among  them,  and  told  them 
''  the  great  white  captain,"  who  had  charge  of  all  the  Indians,  would 
come  and  see  them  at  some  future  time,  at  which  they  appeared 
greatly  pleased. 

We  kept  them  well  supplied,  during  our  stay,  with  venison  and 
bear  meat,  and  gave  them  the  skins.  In  short,  we  made  such  a  favor- 
able impression  upon  them  that  they  were  very  sorry  to  have  us  go 
away.  Captain  Ford,  the  very  able  and  eflScient  o6Scer  in  charge  of 
the  reservation,  sent  with  me  one  of  his  hunters  to  look  for  good 
hunting  grounds,  convenient  to  a  landing,  in  order  to  save  packing. 
This  he  succeeded  in  finding  at  a  point  about  thirty  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  reservation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  TOBIN. 

Thos.  J.  Hbnly,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Indian  Affairs^  State  of  Calijbmia. 
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NOUS  AND  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  crops  oa  the  reservation  look  well,  and  a  large  yield  may  be 
expected. 

From  ^'Ten  Mile  river"  towards  the  north,  the  country  of  the 
Camel-el-pomas,  there  is  a  tract  of  very  fertile  land,  ten  miles  in  ex- 
tent, having  a  flat  or  gently  rolling  portion  from  half  a  mile  to  two 
miles  wide,  stretching  from  the  coast  to  the  foot  of  Bald  Hills,  where 
the  finest  pasture  can  be  had  at  all  seasons.  There  is  but  one  big 
gulch  on  it.  In  the  next  ten  miles,  still  proceeding  northward,  there 
are  fine  fishing  streams,  where  salmon  and  other  fish  can  be  caught  in 
great  quantities.  This  tract  is  rather  hilly,  and  vast  portions  of  it  are 
covered  with  acorns  and  chestnuts  to  such  an  extent  that  our  horses 
would  occasionally  walk  on  them  for  several  minutes  without  touching 
the  ground.  This  is  the  country  of  the  Yon-sal-pomas  and  the  Bay- 
ma-pomas. 

We  found  a  very  good  summer  harbor  here,  and  were  much  aston- 
ished at  the  quantity  of  sharks.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  on 
either  side,  the  shore  was  lined  with  them,  ior  a  distance  varying  from 
one  hundred  yards  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  They  were  of  enormous 
dimensions,  being  at  least  twice  the  size  of  the  largest  I  ever  saw  in 
the  West  Indies. 

I  went  down  on  the  beach  to  examine  them  more  closely,  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  fishing,  as  the  shore  was  strewn  thickly 
with  the  heads  of  large- sized  codfish,  upon  which  the  crows,  gulls,  and 
cayotes  were  feasting.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  a  vast  cod- 
fishery  could  be  established  here.  We  named  the  place  Shark  Bay. 
In  this  last  stretch  there  is  much  fine  arable  land. 

The  country  for  the  next  ten  miles  is  rough,  with  occasional  fine 
valleys  and  fishing  streams,  bald  hills  with  good  pasture,  and  also  acorn 
and  chestnut  ground. 

We  now  come  into  the  Shelter  Cove  country,  where  the  Kush-Kish 
Indians  live — a  country  of  surpassing  richness,  where  vegetation  is  at 
least  six  weeks  earlier  than  in  the  section  south  of  it. 

Vast  fields,  extending  thousands  of  acres,  were  covered  with  a  most 
luxuriant  growth  of  clover,  reaching  to  our  knees,  in  the  early  part  of 
February.  In  fact,  there  is  a  marked  change  in  the  climate,  it  being 
much  milder  from  this  point  up  to  Cape  Mendocino.  This  may,  per- 
haps, be  accounted  for,  from  the  fact  that  the  prevalent  winds  are  from 
the  northeast,  from  which  the  lofty  cape  and  Cape  mountains  shelter 
all  in  the  immediate  vicinity  to  the  south. 

Here  is  a  place  where  thousands  could  be  subsisted,  and  where  a 
white  man  never  before  crossed.  There  are  also  here  a  good  summer 
harbor  and  landing.  Proceeding  to  the  north,  we  crossed  many  fine 
fishing  streams,  and  vast  tracts  of  arable  land,  bald  hills  without  end, 
and  pasture  of  the  finest  kind. 

The  deer  were  in  herds  from  twenty  to  two  hundred,  and  we  would 
often  shoot  as  many  as  we  wanted  from  one  band — so  tame  were  they 
from  never  having  been  hunted  before. 

The  elk  are  numerous,  and  we  saw  as  many  oa  AlJc^x^^  >a^^^  ^\^^v 
time.     Oi'tbe  latter  we  shot  several  large  ouen,  mwJti  Vi  vsva  ^^w^ 
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and  astonishmeBt  of  the  IndiaDS,  the  Yee-ok-a-wall  tribe.  The  red- 
woods here  mn  out,  aud  are  replaced  by  a  kind  of  yellow  fir,  while  the 
flats  are  studded  with  cotton-wood. 

The  country  back  of  Point  Qorda  is  of  the  same  character  as  that 
last  described. 

Next  comes  the  Matole  river  and  the  ralley  of  the  Matole,  extending 
back  about  twenty-five  miles.  It  consists  of  rich  bottom  and  rolling 
land,  capable  of  producing  any  kind  of  grain,  as  well  as  Indian  corn, 
melons,  &c.  This  fact  I  learned  from  an  old  acquaintance,  whom  I 
met  back  in  the  valley  of  the  Matole.  He  had  been  living  there  alone 
for  a  year,  and  stated  that  no  frost  comes  until  after  the  first  rain. 
The  Matole  river  is,  perhaps,  the  best  fishing  station  on  the  coast,  and 
the  Indians  catch  a  great  many  fish  in  baskets  and  nets. 

Cape  Mendocino,  the  country  of  the  Yeeath  IndianM. — Instead  of  find- 
ing it  a  rocky,  bleak,  barren,  and  brushy  mountain,  we  were  aCTeeably 
surprised  to  discover  it  was  the  very  opposite,  being  a  beautiinl,  bald 
hill,  covered  with  fine  clover  and  other  grasses,  and  decked  with  most 
gorgeous  flowers. 

We  here  planted  our  flag  on  the  extreme  western  point  of  the  United 
States,  and  gave  three  cheers  for  Uncle  Sam. 

Throughout  this  entire  route  there  is  a  line  of  snowy  hills,  varying 
from  ten  to  fifty  miles  from  the  coast. 

Wherever  we  went  we  found  the  rocks  along  the  shore  covered  with 
muscles. 

The  natives,  generally  speaking,  appear  to  be  fat,  living  comfortably 
on  the  products  of  the  forests,  the  soil,  and  the  water. 

Whenever  I  planted  seed,  I  explained  fully  to  them  their  use,  at 
which  they  seemed  much  pleased. 

Within  the  stretch  between  the  coast  and  the  line  of  snow  hills  I 
have  before  mentioned,  there  are  many  rich  and  extensive  valleys, 
having  room  suflScient  for  a  large  number  of  Indians.  Should  you 
desire,  at  some  future  period,  any  information  concerning  them,  I 
shall  be  most  happy  to  make  the  exploration  and  report. 
Respectfully, 

JAS.  TOBIN. 


No.  168. 

Department  op  tab  Interior, 
Office  Indian  Affairs^  August  14,  1857. 
Sir:  With  a  view  of  effecting,  if  possible,  the  concentration  of  the 
Indian  tribes  of  California  within  these  reservations,  I  would  suggest 
the  policy  of  establishing  a  new  reserve  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
present  locality  of  the  Caveeons,  in  the  San  Gorgonio  pass,  if  the 
same  should  be  found  to  be  an  eligible  point,  to  be  surveyed  and  set 
apart  for  the  future  home  o?  a\\  \\v^  Vw^v^^ti^  vcl  xNx^^wi'Otv^wi^wA  south- 
western portions  of  the  State.    TV^  n^JX^^^  qH  W^^\i  ^w^^\>:\q  ^^^^ 
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probably  combines  more  advantages  in  point  of  soil,  water,  climate, 
&c.,  than  any  other  locality  in  southern  California.  The  Cavesons 
who  now  reside  there  are  represented  as  industrious  and  thriving 
Indians,  having  supported  themselves  comfortably  by  raising  vegeta- 
bles in  small  gardens  of  their  own  cultivation,  with  the  addition  of 
mesquite  beans,  which  to  a  great  extent  abound  in  that  valley. 

As  the  Cavesons  have  managed,  by  a  limited  cultivation  oF  the  s^il, 
to  provide  themselves  with  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life  without  the  aid 
of  the  general  government,  it  is  presumed  that  their  example  would 
have  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  Indians  who  may  be  concentrated 
in  their  immediate  vicinity,  and  induce  them,  by  increased  exertion 
and  industry,  at  least  to  support  themselves  with  the  annual  aid  they 
will  receive  from  the  government.  If  you  should  coincide  with  these 
views,  you  will  take  the  requisite  steps  to  ascertain  whether  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  proposed  locality,  in  conse- 
quence of  land  claims  or  settlements  of  any  character;  and  if  so,  you 
will  procure  from  the  respective  claimants  written  statements  of  the 
amounts  they  would  be  willing  to  receive  in  full  consideration  of  the 
same;  but  in  soliciting  these  facts,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  proceed 
with  proper  caution,  so  as  not  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  land  claimants, 
or  cause  any  unnecessary  alarm  among  the  whites  or  Indians  now 
residing  in  that  valley.  And  you  will  be  careful  to  give  each  claim 
that  may  be  set  up  to  land  within  the  area  of  the  contemplated  reserve 
a  scrutinizing  investigation  with  regard  to  the  legality  of  title,  and 
properly  represent  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  each  claim,  as 
to  extent  and  value,  in  your  report  to  this  office,  that  there  may  be 
no  difficulty  in  deciding  upon  the  reasonable  value  of  the  same.  If 
there  should  be  no  obstacle  to  forbid  your  progress  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  leading  object  sought,  you  will  at  once  designate  the 
exterior  boundaries  of  the  new  reservation  to  include  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  agricultural  land  to  subsist  all  the  Indians  who  are  now 
within  the  Tejon  or  Fresno  reserves,  and  all  the  bands  south  and 
southwest  of  the  Fresno. 

You  will  perceive  that  it  is  contemplated  to  abandon  the  Tejon,  the 
Fresno,  and  all  the  Indian  ranches  or  farms  between  the  latter  point 
and  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State,  and  concentrate  the  Indians 
thereof  within  the  valley  of  the  San  Gorgonio  pass. 

The  growing  importance  of  Mendocino  reservation,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  its  agricultural  resources,  naturally  indicate  a  suitable  point 
of  concentration  for  all  the  Indians  now  living  within  the  Nome 
Lackee  rewerve,  and  all  the  bands  or  tribes  west  of  the  Sierra  Nevada 
mountains,  north  of  the  Fresno,  and  at  present  dependent  on  the 
Nome  Lackee  reservation  ;  but  if  you  should  not  deem  it  advisable  to 
abandon  the  Nome  Lackee  reserve,  then  the  Indians  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Pitt  river  and  west  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  range  of  mountains, 
should  be  concentrated  within  the  said  reservation  ;  however,  I  am 
inclined  to  favor  the  locality  of  the  Mendocino,  as  it  is  on  the  coast, 
and  comparatively  easy  of  access,  which  is  in  item  that  should  not  be 
overlooked  in  the  economy  of  modifying  our  Indian  ijolie^  vxjk.  G^Vv- 
fornia. 

The  recent  explorations  between  t\ie  TeaeTN«kX\o\i  %i\i&  c^^^"^^^^'^- 
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cino  tend  to  oonfirm  the  opinions  expressed  in  connexion  with  the 
eligibility  of  the  position  for  Indian  purposes. 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  Klamath  reservation  is  also 
situated  on  the  Pacific  coast,  it  is  suggested  as  the  third  point  of  con- 
centration for  all  the  Indians  north  of  Nome  Lackee  and  west  and 
north  of  the  Sacramento.  By  thus  bringing  all  the  Indians  of  the 
State  within  the  three  reservations  designated,  on  and  near  the  coast, 
they  would  be  further  removed  from  the  encroachments  of  white  set- 
tlers, and  would  consequently  be  more  secure  from  the  attacks  of  hos- 
tile bands  of  their  own  race. 

These  general  views  are  presented  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  your 
opinions  respecting  the  proposed  change  of  policy,  and  you  are  ex- 
pected, at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to  make  a  full  report  to  this 
o£5ce,  embracing  all  the  important  facts  involved  in  the  contemplated 
change,  with  a  free  expression  of  such  views  as  your  experience  and 
judgment  may  prompt  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  faithful  execution  of  the  general  plan  herein 
indicated  would  curtail  the  aggregate  expenses  of  the  Indian  service 
very  much,  by  the  consequent  reduction  of  the  number  of  employes, 
and  the  natural  augmentation  of  the  influence  and  efficiency  of  a 
smaller  number  of  agents,  where  the  Indians  are  brought  within  the 
circle  of  their  influence^  and  thus  become  subjected  to  their  immediate 
control ;  and  the  cost  of  transportation  would  also  be  very  much  di- 
minished ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  principal  item  of  economy  will  be 
found  to  consist  in  the  curtailment  of  the  expenses  to  be  incurred  in 
providing  the  Indians  with  food,  raiment,  &c.,  as  the  advantages  of 
concentration  will  enable  the  respective  agents  to  teach  them  to  aban- 
don the  chase,  and  rely  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  for  an  ade- 
^uate  subsistence  ;  and  by  a  judicious  example  the  Indians  will  soon 
e  inspired  with  energy,  and  prompted  to  industry,  so  as  to  secure  an 
ample  support  as  the  result  of  their  own  labors,  with  but  little  aid 
from  the  government. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  alleged  necessity  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  reservation  or  farm  for  Indian  purposes  in  £1  Dorado 
county ;  and  as  I  enteitain  doubts  respecting  the  policy  of  such  a 
measure,  you  will  give  me  a  free  and  full  expression  of  your  views  in 
relation  to  the  expediency  of  the  project,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
this  office  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  taking  the 
initiative  steps  to  eflect  the  settlement  of  a  portion  of  the  Indians 
within  that  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DENVER. 

Tho8.  J.  Hjbnly,  Esq., 

Supt.  Indian  AffairSy  San  FrandscOy  Cal. 
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Pension  Office,  October  19, 1857. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  this  branch  of  your  department  for  the  past  year.  The 
duties  with  which,  under  your  supervision  and  direction,  it  is  charged, 
are  comprised  under  two  general  heads,  viz  :  Pensions  and  Bounty 
Lands.  Under  the  first,  it  has  been  customary,  of  late  years,  to 
confine  the  annual  report  of  its  labors  to  the  last  preceding  fiscal 
year;  and  under  the  second,  to  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  September. 
For  convenience  and  readiness  of  comparison  I  have  adhered  to  this 
plan. 

PENSIONS. 

The  {(ccompanying  table  (marked  A)  exhibits  the  number  of  original 
claims  for  army  pensions  and  applications  for  increase  of  those 
previously  granted  which  have  been  admitted  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  the  30th  of  June  last,  and  the  aggregate  annual  amount  of  the 
same  in  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

Table  marked  B  shows  the  amount  of  arrears  of  pension  allowed 
and  payable  at  the  date  of  allowance  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories  during  the  same  period. 

Table  marked  C  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  army  pensioners 
on  the  rolls,  30th  of  June  last,  in  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
and  the  aggregate  yearly  amount  of  their  pensions. 

Table  marked  D  shows  the  amount  paid  for  army  pensions  in  the 
several  States  and  Territories  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Table  marked  E  exhibits  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  each  of^the 
agents  for  paying  army  pensions  on  the  30th  June  last. 

Table  marked  F  has  exclusive  reference  to  navy  pensions,  and 
shows — 

1.  The  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  applications,  and 
number  of  claims  for  increase  of  navy  pensions  admitted  during  the 
last  fiscal  year. 

2.  The  number  of  pensioners  on  the  rolls  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories  on  the  30th  June  last,  and  the  aggregate  yearly  amount 
of  their  pensions. 

3.  The  amount  paid  for  navy  pensions  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

4.  The  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  several  agents  for  paying  navy 
pensions  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  whole  number  of  original  army  pension  claims  admitted  during 
the  year,  under  all  the  acts  in  force,  was  872,  involving  the  aggregate 
annual  sum  of  |64,519  03;  and  the  nuinbeT  of  pensions  previously  al- 
lowed; which  have  been  incteaft^^,  ^«a  V\1  ^  ^txiwmiNati^  \a  "Ocva  %ks.ts\  ^^ 
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$8,950  48.  The  total  amount  of  arrears  of  pensions  involved  in  these 
admissions,  and  which  were  payable  at  the  date  of  issuing  the  certifi- 
cates, was  $230,501  72.  The  whole  number  of  original  navy  pen- 
sion claims  allowed  during  the  same  period  was  75^  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  the  annual  sum  of  $9,464  50,  and  the  number  of  pen- 
sions increased  was  4,  for  the  sum  of  $121  25.  The  aggregate  sum  of 
the  arrears  due  and  payable  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  certificates  was 
$10,833  68.  The  total  amount  paid  for  army  and  navy  pensions  at 
the  several  agencies  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  $1,365,717  54. 
The  whole  number  of  pensioners  on  the  various  rolls  on  the  30th  of 
June  was  13,186,  whose  annual  pensions  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
$1,136,386  50. 

The  sum  of  the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  paying  agents  on  the 
30th  of  June  last  was  $174,346  08,  being  $53,754  03  less  than  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year.  This  results  from  the  care  taken 
to  prevent  the  undue  accumulation  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  agents 
by  unnecessarily  large  advances  to  them. 

Of  the  $230,501  72  arrears  in  virtue  of  army  pensions,  admitted 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  sum  of  $19,658  was  allowed  under  acts 
granting  invalid  pensions ;  $52,162  59  under  the  acts  of  15th  May, 
1828,  and  7th  June,  1832,  granting  pensions  to  revolutionary  soldiers; 
$125,682  93  under  the  several  acts  granting  pensions  to  the  widows 
of  revolutionary  soldiers  ;  and  $32,998  20  to  the  widows  and  minor 
children  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been  pensioned  for 
service  subsequent  to  the  revolutionary  war. 

The  first  act,  of  general  application,  granting  pensions  for  revolu- 
tionary services^  was  that  passed  on  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  which 
gave  a  pension  to  all  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  privates,  musi- 
cians, mariners,  and  marines,  who  had  served  in  the  continental  army 
or  navy  to  the  close  of  the  war,  or  for  a  period  of  nine  consecutive 
months — an  allowance  to  commissioned  officers  of  $20,  and  to  non- 
commissioned officers,  privates,  &c.,  of  $8  per  month — **  if,  from  re- 
duced circumstances,  they  should  be  in  need  of  assistance  from  the 
country  for  support."  The  amount  paid  out,  under  this  act,  to  the 
30th  of  June  last,  was,  in  round  numbers,  $22,320,000. 

The  next  in  the  series  of  revolutionary  pension  acts  was  that  of  15th 
May,  1828,  which,  without  qualification  as  to  property,  gave,  in  ef- 
fect, to  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  continental  line  of 
the  army  to  the  close  of  the  war,  or,  in  the  case  of  officers,  if  they  be- 
came supernumerary,  the  amount  of  their  full  pay  in  said  line,  not  to 
exceed  in  any  case,  however,  the  pay  of  a  captain  in  the  line.  Under 
this  act  the  amount  paid  to  the  30th  of  June  last  was  $2,601,000. 

Then  came  the  more  comprehensive  act  of  7th  of  June,  1832.  The 
provisions  of  this  act  embraced  all  persons  who  had  been  engaged,  in 
a  military  capacity,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  whether  in  the  militia. 
State  troops,  the  navies  of  the  several  States,  or  in  the  continental 
line,  provided  the  term  or  terms  of  service  aggregately  amounted  to 
as  much  as  six  months — a  service  of  two  years  entitling  the  party  to 
the  full  pay  of  his  grade,  and  a  shorter  period  of  service  to  a  ^ro^jor- 
tional  allowance.  The  amount  expended  xxudiex  \ItaA&«^\.  \.<5'0afc%^'^ 
of  Judo  last  was  $18,090,960. 
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Then  followed  a  series  of  acts  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of 
revolationary  soldiers. 

The  first  of  these  acts — that  approved  4th  July,  1836 — granted  for 
life  to  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers  the  same  amount  of  pension 
their  husbands  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832:  provided  their  marriage  had  taken 
place  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  their  husbands'  ser- 
vice. The  amount  paid  out  under  this  act  to  30th  June  last  was 
$6,183,581. 

The  act  of  7th  July,  1838,  granted  to  those  widows  whose  marriage 
took  place  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  the  last  period  of  their  hus- 
bands' service,  but  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1794,  a  like  amount  of 
pension,  but  for  five  years  only.  These  pensions  were  renewed  for  a 
further  period  of  five  years  by  the  acts  of  3d  March,  1843,  and  17th 
June,  1844.  The  amount  expended  under  these  three  acts  was 
$7,045,317. 

By  the  act  approved  February  2, 1848,  the  class  of  pensions  created 
by  the  act  of  July  7,  1838,  was  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  to 
duration  as  the  class  provided  for  by  the  act  of  4th  July,  1836,  viz: 
for  life  ;  and  by  the  act  of  29th  July,  1848,  like  provision  was  made 
for  those  widows  whose  marriage  took  place  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
year  1800.  The  amount  paid  under  these  two  acts,  up  to  30th  June 
last,  was  $3,275,166. 

The  last  of  this  series  of  widows'  acts,  as  they  are  called,  is  that  of 
February  3,  1853,  which  created  still  another  class  of  pensioners,  viz: 
those  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers  who  had  been  married  at  any 
time  avbaequent  to  the  year  1800  ;  and  under  this  law  there  had  been 
paid,  to  30th  June  last,  the  sum  of  $1,798,596. 

It  will  be  perceived  that,  under  the  acts  enumerated,  upwards  of 
sixty-one  millions  of  dollars  in  pensions  have  been  paid  on  account  of 
revolutionary  services,  either  to  the  soldiers  themselves,  their  widows, 
or  their  representatives. 

You  have  recently  decided,  in  accordance  with  the  legal  views  of  the 
Attorney  General,  that  the  practice  which  has  heretofore  prevailed — 
but  not  wholly  without  interruption  or  question  as  to  its  legality — of 
permitting  the  children,  or  other  representatives  of  such  deceased  per- 
sons as  might  have  got  themselves  placed  upon  the  pension  rolls,  to 
present  and  establish  such  claims,  and  receive  the  pensions  the  soldiers 
or  their  widows  might  have  enjoyed  during  their  lives,  was  without 
warrant  of  law,  ana,  by  your  direction,  the  practice  has  been  discon- 
tinued. What  portion  of  the  vast  amount  above  stated  was  paid  to 
others  than  the  soldiers  and  their  widows  could  only  be  ascertained 
by  an  examination  of  all  the  numerous  claims  heretofore  admitted. 
This  would  involve  a  length  of  time  and  amount  of  labor  which  would 
not  be  justified  by  any  practical  result  to  be  obtained.  In  order,  how- 
ever, that  some  idea  might  be  formed  on  the  subject,  I  caused  a  par- 
tial examination  to  bo  made,  and  found,  of  the  aggregate  amount  of 
arrears  allowed  and  paid  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  HO,  1856, 
under  all  the  acts  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of  revolutionary 
soldiers f  (excepting  the  act  o?  S^¥e\iT\vwc^  ^\<i^^;^  wi^VvXI^^^e.^Wa^ed 
after  their  decease  and  paid  to  WieVt  T^^x^^wi\»XAN^%\  %.^^\)wax^l  xXnr 
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$232,498  96  allowed  and  paid  under  the  acts  of  15th  May,  18'J8,  and 
7th  June,  1832,  as  arrears  during  the  four  years  intervening  between 
the  1st  July,  1853,  and  30th  June,  1857,  $199,454  03  (being  about 
six-sevenths  of  the  whole  amount)  was  paid  to  the  representatives  of 
the  deceased  soldiers. 

Although  these  facts  do  not  furnish  correct  data  by  which  to  arrive 
at  the  proportion  paid  at  earlier  dates,  under  the  pension  laws,  to 
revolutionary  men  and  their  widows  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  their 
representatives  on  the  other,  still  they  conclusively  show  that  a  very 
large  amount  has  heretofore  been  paid  the  latter.  At  this  late  day 
but  few,  if  any,  valid  original  claims  can  be  presented  by  revolutionary 
soldiers,  or  their  widows,  except  those  widows  of  the  class  provided  for 
by  the  act  of  1853.  If,  therefore,  the  practice  of  permitting  the  rep- 
resentatives of  those  parties  to  establish  and  recover  such  claims  should 
be  legalized,  they  would  become,  in  future  adjustments  of  pensions, 
with  but  a  fractional  abatement,  the  sole  recipients  of  the  bounty 
granted  by  Congress  to  the  beneficiaries  designated  in  the  various 
pension  laws  as  the  proper  objects  of  the  beneficence  of  the  nation. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  that  the  practice  in  question  may  be 
revived  by  law,  and  extended  so  as  to  entitle  grand-children  or  other 
representatives,  where  no  children  of  the  soldiers  or  their  widows  sur- 
vive, I  deem  it  proper  to  state,  in  advance,  that  not  even  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  could  be  made  of  the  additional  amount  which  would 
be  required  under  it,  as  the  oflSce  could  have  no  information  as  to  the 
number  of  cases  outstanding  and  which  have  not  been  presented  in 
any  form,  because  of  the  well  known  fact  of  the  exclusion  of  represen- 
tatives other  than  children,  by  the  rules  of  the  department,  from  any 
benefits  under  the  pension  laws. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  large  amount  herein  shown  to  have 
been  paid  out  by  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  pensions,  on  account 
of  revolutionary  services,  is  exclusive  of  the  disbursements  made  to 
revolutionary  invalids  ;  of  the  pensions  granted  by  private  acts  and 
paid  out  of  special  appropriations  ;  that  it  is  exclusive  of  the  amount 
paid  to  the  officers  of  the  Revolution  as  commutation  in  lieu  of  half- 
pay  for  life,  (estimated  to  have  been  $5,000,000),  and  of  the  amount 
paid  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  5th  July,  1832,  by  which  the 
United  States  assumed  the  obligations  incurred  by  Virginia  to  a  por- 
tion of  her  State  troops ;  that  it  is  exclusive  also  of  land  bounty  pro- 
vided by  the  United  States,  and  of  pensions  as  well  as  land  bounty 
provided  by  the  several  States;  and  exclusive,  as  matter  of  course,  of 
all  sums  which  will  hereafter  be  paid  to  pensioners  now  on  the  rolls, 
and  to  those  who  may  hereafter  be  placed  thereon,  it  can  no  longer 
be  justly  charged  that  the  government  has  been  unmindful  of  its  obli- 
gations towards  those  patriotic  men  of  the  past,  who  willingly  sacri- 
ficed, in  their  country's  cause,  everything  but  their  honor. 

Attention  has  frequently,  and  in  various  ways,  been  invited  to  the 
discriminations  between  invalid  and  half-pay  pensions  provided  for 
the  army  and  those  for  the  navy,  whether  as  regards  the  rates,  the 
conditions  under  which  granted,  or  their  duration.  For  instance,  in 
cases  of  total  disability,  the  highest  rates  o?  ip^uaVoTi  w:^\  \\3l>^^  \^^\si.i  ^ 
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$30  per  month  ;  in  the  navy,  |50.  The  lowest  rates  for  the  same  are: 
in  the  army,  $8  per  month :  in  the  navy,  $3 ;  and  in  the  marine  corps, 
$3  50.  Can  any  just  reason  exist  for  these  discriminations  against 
the  higher  grades  of  the  army  and  the  lower  grades  of  the  navy  and 
the  marine  corps  ? 

•  But,  as  regards  the  half-pay  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  the 
inequalities  are  still  more  striking,  as  well  as  more  numerous.  As  an 
illustration:  two  officers,  or  others,  one  of  the  army,  the  other  of  the 
navy,  die  whilst  in  the  service.  The  widow  of  the  latter  only  is  pen- 
sioned, hecause  in  navy  cases  it  is  sufficient  if  the  hushand  shall  have 
died  of  wounds  or  disease  incurred  in  the  service  and  in  the  line  of 
duty ;  whereas,  in  the  array  cases,  death  must  not  only  have  resulted 
from  the  same  causes,  hut  such  causes  must  have  originated  in  time  of 
war.  On  the  other  hand,  the  death  of  the  navy  officer  must  have 
occurred  in  the  service,  while,  as  to  the  army  claimant,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  death  occurred  in  or  out  of  the  service  Again,  as  to  the 
duration  of  half-pay  pensions.  Army  pensions  to  widows  are  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  renewable  for  a  second  term  of  five  years.  If  ter- 
minated by  marriage,  the  right  thereto  is  revived  by  subsequent  wid- 
owhood. Navy  pensions  to  widows  are  during  life  or  widowhood,  and, 
if  terminated  by  marriage,  are  not  renewable  upon  recurrence  of  wid- 
owhood. 

These  discriminations  are  obviously  unjust  and  ought  to  be  removed, 
and  the  pension  system  so  modified  as  to  make  equal  provision  for  the 
officers  and  men  of  both  arms  of  the  service,  (having  proper  regard  to 
their  relative  rank,)  and  for  their  widows  and  orphans. 

I  would  also  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  insufficiency 
of  the  lower  grades  of  pension  to  afford,  what  was  doubtless  the  be- 
nevolent intention  of  Congress,  the  means  of  support.  It  cannot  be 
supposed,  for  example,  that  $3  50  per  month  would  support  either  an 
invalid,  totally  disabled,  or  a  widow,  especially  should  she  have,  as  is 
often  the  case,  helpless  children  depending  upon  her ;  and  as  disa- 
bility is  the  meritorious  ground  of  claim  upon  the  country  for  assist- 
ance, the  relief  afforded  should  commence  and  end  with  the  disability, 
and  be  subject  to  corresponding  mutations,  and  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished accordingly;  but  no  person  holding  a  federal  office,  or  in  the 
receipt  of  a  regular  salary,  should  be  allowed  at  the  same  time  to 
draw  pension  as  an  invalid  ;  nor  should  any  officer,  &c. ,  of  the  army 
or  navy  be  pennitted  to  draw  a  pension  whilst  in  the  service  and  in 
the  receipt  of  pay  equal  to  that  of  the  rank  held  at  the  time  of  becom- 
ing disabled. 

BOUNTY  LAND. 

The  several  acts  of  Congress  granting  bounty  lands  to  certain  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  of  the  war  of  1812,  the  war 
with  Mexico,  and  the  various  Indian  wars  since  1790,  which  were 
passed  prior  to  that  of  March  3,  1855,  had  then  been  so  nearly  exe- 
cuted that  it  seems  useless  longer  to  recapitulate  the  annual  operations 
of  the  office  under  them. 
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On  the  30th  Septemher,  1856,  the  number  of  bounty  land 
claims  on  the  files,  under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1855,  which 
had  been  examined  and  suspended,  and  were  awaiting  ex- 

f)lanation  or  additional  evidence,  and,  therefore,  constantly 
iable  to  be  called  up  for  re-examination  with  a  view  to 
their  admission,  or  to  answer  inquiries  relating  thereto, 
was 43,740 

The  number  then  in  the  office,  or  in  the  various  offices  where 
the  rolls  are  kept,  and  which  had  never  been  examined, 
was 41,449 

The  number  of  claims  received  at  the  office,  registered,  and 

referred,  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1857,  was. . .      23,600 

Making  the  whole  number  of  claims  before  the  office  during 

the  last  year 108,789 


During  the  year,  41,483  warrants  have  been  issued,  requiring,  to 
satisfy  them,  5,952,160  acres  of  the  public  domain,  as  follows : 

29,314  warrants,  for  160  acres  each,  requiring 4,690,240  acres. 

7,302 do 120 do 876,240 

4,764 do   80 do 381,120 

13 do 60 do 780 

87 do 40 do 3,480 

3 do 100 do 300 


41,483  6,952,160 


The  number  of  claims  on  the  suspended  files,  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  was  59,190  ;  so  that  at  that  time  the  whole  number  of 
claims  in  the  different  offices  where  the  rolls  are  kept,  and  those 
undergoing  some  of  the  various  processes  in  this  office  prior  to  final 
action,  was  8,116. 

The  quantity  of  land  granted  under  operation  of  all  the  bounty 
land  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  30th  of  September  last,  is  as 
follows : 

Revolutionary  war. 

2,955  warrants  to  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
continental  lines  of  the  revolutionary  army,  for 
quantities  varying  from  150  to  1,100  acres,  and 
being  in  the  aggregate 828,520  acres. 

12,666  warrants  to  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
&c.,  of  the  revolutionary  war,  for  100  acres  eacVi, 
maYmg \,^^^,^^^ 
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War  of  1812. 

28,068  warrants  to  the  non-commiBSioned  officers, 

&c.,  for  160  acres  each,  making 4,491,040  acres. 

1  warrant,  under  a  special  act,  for 480 

1,102  warrants,  under  the  act  of  December  10, 1814, 

for  double  bounty,  or  320  acres  each,  making 352,640 

276  warrants  to  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 

Canadian  officers,  for,  in  all 75,792 

Mexican  war. 

80,181  warrants  to  non-commissioned  officers,  &c., 

for  160  acres  each,  making 12,828,960 

7,534  warrants,  for  40  acres  each,  making 301,360 

Under  act  of  September  28, 1850,  and  amendatory  act 
of  March  22,  1852. 

200,973  warrants,  of  all  denominations,  calling  for 
the  aggregate  quantity  of. 13,848,880 

Under  act  of  March  3,  1855,  and  amendatory  a^  of 
May  14,  1856. 

214,394  warrants,  covering,  in  the  aggregate 26,710,670 

Making  the  entire  quantity  of  public  land  donated 
by  the  United  States  for  military  service 60,704,942 


During  the  past  year  ten  persons  have  been  convicted,  and  are  now 
undergoing  punishment,  for  the  presentation  to  this  office  of  false  and 
forged  bounty  land  claims,  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  United 
States.  Others  are  under  indictments  yet  pending,  and  there  are 
several  others  against  whom  the  evidence  of  guilt  was  so  conclusive 
that  steps  have  been  taken  for  their  arrest.  The  quantity  of  land  in- 
volved in  these  fraudulent  applications  is  about  63,000  acres,  all  of 
which  will  doubtless  be  saved  to  the  government  by  the  timely  entry 
of  caveats  against  the  issuing  of  patents  in  cases  where  warrants  had 
issued  before  the  frauds  were  discovered.  But  while  the  office  has 
been  fortunate  enough  in  most  cases  to  detect  the  fraud  in  time  to  pre- 
vent loss  to  the  United  States,  it  has  not  always  been  able  to  do  so  in 
time  to  institute  the  proper  judicial  proceedings  within  the  period  of 
two  years  fixed  by  the  statute  of  limitation.  If  any  change  in  the 
statute  of  limitations  in  respect  to  frauds  or  offences,  generally,  be  re- 
pugnant to  justice  or  sound  policy,  it  is,  nevertheless,  respectfully 
suggested  whether  the  case  with  which  frauds  may  be  perpetrated 
agamst  this  office,  and  the  difficulty  attending  the  collection  of  the 
proofs,  should  not  constitute  an  exception  to  the  general  policy. 

There  is  another  class  o?  tTawda,\iw.V.  ^ot  ^\i\^/\\.  W-^  V^^\i  decided 
ID  the  United  States  circuit  coxitt  in  xJcv^  ^'<»^^  ^^  VS>D:\Q,>^^yo:\s^\si^iA 
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cannot  be  inflicted  under  existing  laws,  viz  :  the  imitation  or  counter- 
feiting of  bounty  land  warrants  or  certificates.  The  office  is  aware  of 
recent  attempts  to  renew  this  kind  of  imposition,  but  to  what  extent, 
or  with  what  success,  is  not  known.  The  attention  of  Congress  was 
invited  to  this  subject  by  your  immediate  predecessor,  but  no  remedy 
for  the  evil  having  been  provided,  it  is  thus  brought  to  your  notice 
for  such  further  action  as  you  may  deem  necessary  and  proper. 

The  labors  of  the  office  under  this  head  during  the  past  year  do 
not  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  if  we  look 
alone  at  the  number  of  bounty  land  claims  received  and  warrants 
issued.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  re-examina- 
tion of  suspended  claims  involves  greater  care  and  more  patient  in- 
vestigation than  original  or  new  claims  do  ;  and  that,  with  tne  lapse  of 
time  since  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  impatience  of  parties  to  learn 
the  fate  of  their  claims  increases  the  number  of  inquiries  to  be  an- 
swered by  letter  and  otherwise ;  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
clerical  force  of  the  office  is  now  engaged  in  re-examining  and  correct- 
ing the  old  temporary  registers,  and  in  the  preparation  of  new  and 
permanent  ones;  and  that,  withal,  the  number  of  clerks  employed 
was  reduced  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  from  135  to  87, 
and  the  expenditures  on  account  of  clerk  hire  from  $195,640  to 
|129,24(),  besides  material  reductions  in  the  contingent  expenses. 

The  business  of  the  office  is  generally  as  nearly  up  to  date  in  its 
various  branches  as  its  nature  will  permit. 

I  cannot^  with  justice,  close  this  report  without  bearing  willing  tes- 
timony to  the  fidelity  and  zeal  manifested  by  the  officers  connected 
with  this  bureau  in  the  discharge  of  their  various  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  C.  WHITING, 

Gommiasioner, 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior . 
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E. 


Statement  of  the  amowiU  of  funis  in  the  hands  of  agents  for  paying  army 
pensions  June  30,  1857. 


state. 


ArkAims 

Alabama 

Connecticiit 

OaliforDia 

District  of  (Colombia 
Florida 

Georgia 

IHinois 

Iowa 

Kentacky 

liouisiaiia  ......... 

Maine 

liaBsachusettfi 

Maryland 

Mifi^ssippi 

Miwouri 

Michigan 

New  Hampehire 

New  Tork 

New  Jersey 

North  Carolina 

Ohia..-.. 

Oregon  Territory  ... 
Peimsylyania 

Bhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 


Vermont . 
Virginia.. 
WisoQiisin 


Residence. 


Little  Bock.. 
Fort  Gibson  . 
Huntsville  .  . 

Toscaloosa 

Mobile 

Hartford 

San  Francisco 
Washington  . 
Jacksonville . 
Tallahasse  ... 
Savannah  — 
Indianapolis. 

Madison 

New  Albany. 
Springfield  .. 

Ottumwa 

Louisville  ... 
New  Orleans. 

Portland 

Boston 

Baltimore  ... 

Jackson 

St.  Louis 

Detroit 

Concord 

Portsmouth  . 

Albuiy 

New  York... 
Trenton..... 
Fayetteville  . 
Morganton.. 
Cindnnati — 
Cleveland  ... 
Oregon  City  . 
Philadelphia. 

Pittsburg 

Providence  .. 
Charleston  .  . 
Nashville.... 
Enoxvilie... 
Jonesboro'  .. 
Jackson..... 

Pulaski 

Bradford 

Burlington  .. 
Richmond  .  . 
Wheeling  ... 
Milwaukie... 


Name  of  agent.  • 


Charles  Bapley... ., 

Thomas  Lanigan 

William  H.  Moore 

Monroe  Donoho 

Lloyd  Bowers 

SethBelden 

Paschal  Bequette 

George  W.  Riggs 

A.  M.  Reed 

B*.  H.  Flagg 

James  S.  Morel 

Alexander  F.  Morrison 

J.  W.  Chapman 

BelaC.  Kent 

Isaac  B.  Curran 

PaulC  Jeffries 

J.  B  Klnkcad 

S.  W.  Dalton 

George  F.  Emery 

Isaac  0.  Barnes 

John  S.  Gittings , 

D.  N.  Barrows 

William  C.  Anderson.. 

GuyFoote , 

George  Minot 

Edwin  N.FuUer 

Isaac  Vanderpocl 

Van  Brugh  Livingston. 
Philemon  Dickinson  .. 

James  Huske 

R.  C.  Pearson 

Joel  C.  Green 

E.  Heesenmueller 

Archibald  McKinlay.. 

S.  D.  Anderson . 

John  Grayson. 

Bradford  Allen 

John  C.  Cochran 

Joel  M.Smith 

Isaac  Lewis.......... 

William  K.  Blair 

Johns.  Biiller 

C.  C.  Abemathy 

B.  T.  Blodgett 

Charles  F.  Warner 

Morris  D.  Newman 

George  S.  Thompson.. 
Charles  H.  Larkm 

Net  amount 


Amount  of 
funds. 


$1,640  46 

1,588  81 

0496  41 

1,110  38 

908  27 
4,677  86 
1,798  70 
1,698  62 
1,037  63 

818  21 

861  71 
2,341  68 
2,079  46 
1,417  64 
3,883  21 

644  84 
3, 663  87 
2,169  30 
6,901  27 
1,666  90 
4  02 

783  84 
3,«77  12 
2,006  67 
4,028  96 
2,691  24 
8, 964  78 

879  91 
1,746  48 
3,413  40 
1,261  48 
4, 147  86 

928  61 
1,762  46 
1,431  69 

420  38 
2,608  78 
1,636  97 
3,882  37 
0192  63 
3,376  21 
1,002  78 

634  66 
3,461  87 
3,826  00 
4,009  70 
3,646  84 
1,222  27 


105, 946  64 


*  Amount  due  to  agents. 
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StaiemerU  of  the  number  and  ^yearly  amount  of  original  applicaiionaj 
and  for  increase  of  navy  pensionSy  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1857. 


Original. 

IMVAUD. 

ItAVT  PUI8ION  rUHD. 

ACT  Acocrr  11, 1848,  ob 

WIDOWS  AND  OKTHAJia. 

Btttaa. 

Arrears  due  at 
date  of  pen- 
sion certifi- 
cate. 

Original. 

Hi 

Original. 

til 

No. 

Yearly 
amount. 

No. 

Yeariy 
amount. 

No. 

Yeariy 
amount 

No.     Yearly 
1  amoont. 

Ooonectlcut 

DiBt.of  OoluDibia... 
Maine                  •  •  • 

1 
3 

$45  00 
162  00 

1  '    $340  00 
6  1  1,710  00 

8,006  31 

1 

} 

1 

$60  00 
48  00 
585 
800 

$598  00 

316  00 

90  35 

11  00 

Maaaachusettfl 

Marrlaod     .    ...... 

7 
3 
1 
14 
4 

409  00 
163  00 
36  00 
935  50 
334  00 

3  1      8SS0O 
3        570  00 
3        430  00 
16  '  1,836  00 
6  ;      88800 
3        696  00 
1         36000 

407  St« 

411  7S 

NewHampihire.... 
New  York 

55  00 

.... 



68  75 
33  00 

"" 

4.176  SD 

Penn»ylvania 

Rbode  Island 

1 


$360  00 

$885  00 

8»» 

1,108  00 

Ylrgf fifA  T 

3 

99  00 

:::!'.:.:::!...: 

488  00 

.... 

1  • 

35 

4 

3,073  50 
131  35 

4 

131  85 

1 

380  00 



39  1  7,033  00 

Increased  eaaea . . 

Total 

39 

8,193  73    ... 

1,007  00 

1 

360  00 

885  00 

39  j  7,038  00 

0,541  68 

Statement  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of  navy  pensions  on  the  roll 
of  the  several  Stales  and  Territories  June  30,  1857. 


States. 

InvaUd. 

Navy  pen- 
sion ftind. 

Widows  and 
orphans. 

Privateer. 

No. 

Total. 

k 

51 

r 

No. 

Yeariy 
amount. 

No. 

Yearly 
amount 

No. 

Yeariy  am 't 

No. 

Yeariy 
amount 

Yeariy  am  >t 

1 

Connecticut 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

4 
44 

#391  00 
8,363  75 

8 

80 

8 

1 

4 

4 

4 

64 

37 

3 

11 

143 

6 

3 

73 

13 

3 

48 

$3,370  00 

18,634  00 

1,554  00 

600  00 

1,170  00 

1,050  00 

444  00 

13,054  00 

7,044  00 

840  00 

1,404  00 

34,468  00 

858  00 

960  00 

15,973  00 

3,390  00 

1,080  00 

9,090  00 

13 

136 

8 

3 

6 

13 

30 

134 

56 

7 

38 

259 

6 

9 

114 

33 

4 

63 

$3,661  00 

21,118  75 
1,554  00 
6«I00 
1,854  00 
1,891  SO 
1,680  00 

16,573  75 
9,164  00 
1,086  00 
3,605  50 

31,341  10 

858  00 

1,303  00 

19,394  50 
4,103  50 
1  158  00 
9,856  50 

9 
9 

•  •*• 

3 

$133  00 

9 

Florida. 

1 

Georgia. 

1 

i 

38 

4 

17 

114 

42  00 

84  00 

769.^0 

1,336  00 

3,915  75 

1,976  00 

346  00 

1,391  50 

6,741  10 



Kentucky 

•  .•• 

'io" 

5 

•  ■•• 

3 
90 

*ii* 

9 

•  ••• 

Iionifilanfi-  >«r 

1 

78  00 

g 

IfllipA., 

1 

Masvarb  voettfl . . 

8 

1 

604  00 
144  00 

7 

Maryland 

9 

Ifitsoari .  - 

1 

3 

New  Hampahire .  .. 
New  York 

3 

IS  00 

17 

1 

Ohio.              

6 
37 
9 

1 
14 

342  00 

3,8au  50 

676  50 

73  00 

766  50 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island    

$360  00 

3 

1 

133  00 
36  00 

4 
1 

South  Carolina 

Virginia. 

4 

387  |83,643  10 

1     36000 

508 

108,978  00 

18 

1,853  00 

888 

198,897  10 

75 

93 
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StcUement  of  the  amount  paid  for  navy  pensions  in  the  several  States  a/nd 
Territories  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  ISST. 


States 


Coimecticat , 

DUtrict  of  Columbia. 

Florida 

Geonna 

Kentacky 

Louisiana , 

Maine 

Masaacbusetts 

Maryland , 

Miuouri 

New  Hampshire 

New  York 

New  Jersey , 

Ohio 

PennsylTania , 

Rhode  Island , 

South  Carolina 

Virginia , 


Invalid. 


$414  00 
3,276  94 


42  00 

105  00 

809  51 

1,410  00 

3,297  12 

1,799  75 

246  00 

1,438  26 

6,044  24 


335  28 

2,322  84 

684  01 

72  00 

674  77 


22,971  72 


Navy  pen- 
sion fund. 


Widows  and 

orphans,  or 

Aug.  11. 1848 


$106  96 
646  82 


12  84 
34  3S 
38  07 
36  36 

519  25 

190  53 
21  72 
69  29 

741  99 
14  53 
24  60 

384  66 
92  55 
28  12 

215  98 


3,168  65 


$4,658  96 

18,214  06 

1,324  00 

600  00 

1,303  00 

1,022  25 

408  00 

12,444  33 

7, 233  00 

840  00 

864  00 

26.657  19 

1, 136  26 

895  00 

16,718  37 

3,944  34 

1,334  11 

9,437  32 


Privateer. 


109,034  19 


$60  (iO 


72  00 


7e4  00 
144  00 


343  00 


144  00 


1,547  00 


Total. 


$5, 179  92 

22, 197  82 
1,324  00 
654  84 
1,442  38 
1,941  83 
1,854  36 

17,044  70 
9,367  28 
1,107  72 
2,361  55 

33,786  42 
1, 150  79 
1,254  88 

19,569  87 
4,720  90 
1,434  23 

10, 328  07 


136,721  56 


Statement  of  the  amount  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  navy  pension  agents 

June  30,  1857. 


States. 


Connecticut , 

District  of  Columbia  . . 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

Maryland 

Missouri 

New  Hampshire 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania < 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

Virginia 


Residenoe. 


Name  of  agent. 


Amooht  of 
funds. 


Hartford !  Seth  Belden 

Washington 1  (George  W.  Riggs  . 

Pensaoola |  A.E.Maxwell... 

Savannah 

Louisville 

New  Orleans  ..., 

Portland 

Boston 

Baltimore 

St.  Louis 

Portsmouth 

New  York 

Trenion 

Cincinnati 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburg , 

Providence  ..... 

Charleston I  J.  C.  Cochran 

Norfolk !  E.Pendleton 


James  8.  Morel 

J.  B  Kinkead 

S.  W.  Dalton 

George F.  Emery.  «. 

Isaac  O.  Barnes 

John  S.  Gittings 

William  C.  Anderson . 

Edwin  N.  Fuller 

V.  B.  Livingston 

Philemon  Dickenson. 

Joel  C.  Green 

S.  D.  Anderson , 

John  Grayson 

Bradford  Allen 


$1,966  87 

13,018  22 

400  00 

21  16 

279 

1,440  60 

1,204  30 

10,471  00 

6,565  06 

692  07 

1,790  10 

'  15,003  06 

206  31 

996  32 

4,552  93 

602  47 

2,596  65 

950  47 

5,949  16 

68,399  54 
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REPORT  OP  THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 


Oftici  of  thb  CoMMiBsiOHm  OF  Public  BuiLDoros, 

October  15,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  am  required  by  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  citU  and  diplo- 
matic act  approved  Aagust  4,  1864,  to  report  to  yoa  annually  the 
operations  of  this  ofBce,  and  the  manner  of  applying  the  appropria- 
tions to  be  disbursed  under  its  direction,  in  time  to  accompany  the 
Prefiident's  message  to  Congress,  and  I  now  respectfully  proceed  to 
discharge  this  duty. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  repair  the  heavy  damage  it  sustained  from  the  great  hail- 
storm that  occurred  on  the  21st  of  June.  Every  skylight  in  the 
buiding  was  broken,  not  only  the  exterior,  but  the  costly  interior 
glass,  and  the  copper  roof  was  materially  injured.  The  roof  also  un- 
avoidably suffers  much  damage  from  the  work  going  on  in  rebuilding 
the  dome,  but  by  carefully  watching  it,  and  making  repairs  as  soon 
as  needed,  I  think  it  can  be  preserved  from  leaking.  I  have  also 
caused  such  portions  of  the  w(X)d  and  iron  work  about  the  Capitol  as 
was  likely  to  be  injured  from  exposure  to  the  weather  to  be  repainted. 
The  chandeliers  in  the  Senate  Chamber  and  Hall  of  RepresentatiTes, 
which  had  become  much  defaced  and  out  of  order  from  long  use,  have 
been  thorou^hlv  repaired  and  renovated,  and  all  the  gas  fittings 
throughout  the  building  are  now  in  good  condition.  The  annoyance 
occasioned  by  the  frost  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1856,  in  frequently 

f preventing  half  the  lamps  from  burning,  induced  me  to  send  an  a^ent 
ast  fall  to  the  northern  cities  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  lighting, 
and  the  means  of  preventing  the  troubles  which  were  the  source  of  so 
much  complaint  in  this  city.  His  inquiries  resulted  in  the  ascertain- 
ment of  much  interesting  and  useful  information  in  regard  to  the 
whole  subject  of  gas  lighting.  He  was  enabled  to  apply  an  effectual 
remedy  to  the  evils  of  which  we  complained,  and  ever  since  there  has 
been  no  interruption  to  the  lights  from  the  effects  of  frost.  The  roof 
of  the  President's  house  also  suffered  much  damage  from  the  hail- 
storm. The  copper  was  perforated  in  many  places,  and  the  joints 
generally  loosened.  The  consequence  was,  the  roof  had  to  be  over- 
hauled, thoroughly  repaired,  and  painted.  This  involved  a  con- 
siderable expenditure,  which  was  not  taken  into  account  in  preparing 
my  estimate  for  the  usual  annual  repairs  of  the  house  and  grounds. 

The  greenhouses  in  the  President's  garden  were  likewise  very 
much  damaged  by  the  hail :  more  than  five  thousand  panes  of  glass 
were  destroyed. 

The  ceiling  of  the  east  room  and  the  wood  work  of  the  principal 
stories  have  been  appropriately  painted.  Many  other  improvements 
have  been  made  in  and  about  t\\Q  bavldln^^  which  were  absolutely 
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necessary,  and  with  which  it  would  not  be  proper  to  lumber  tfiis  re- 
port. I  will,  however,  mention  that  a  ventilating  flue  was  built 
from  the  basement  to  the  upper  story,  which  has  evidently  produced 
a  great  improvement  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  house,  which  before 
was  pent  up  and  damp  whenever  the  windows  were  closed  for  a  few 
hours. 

The  new  stable  for  the  President's  house  has  been  erected,  and  is 
ready  for  use.  A  conservatory  has  been  built  on  the  west  terrace, 
and  is  so  near  completion  that  in  a  few  days  the  plants  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  it.  The  President's  house,  fus  is  well  known,  is  in  a  very 
unhealthy  location.  Its  inmates  are  subject  to  intermittent  fever, 
which  of  late  years  has  proved  obstinate  and  diflScult  of  cure.  The 
knowledge  of  this  fact  has  frequently  elicited  the  suggestion  that  a 
country  residence,  convenient  to  the  city,  ought  to  be  provided  for  the 
President,  where  he  could  take  up  his  abode  during  the  sickly  months 
of  summer  and  fall. 

A  new  building  in  some  other  part  of  the  city  would  doubtless  ob- 
viate the  objection  to  the  present  location,  but  none  so  central  and 
convenient  could  be  found.  The  cost  of  a  summer  residence  for  the 
President  would  be  inconsiderable  in  comparison  with  the  object  de- 
sired to  be  attained. 

The  frequent  and  heavy  rains  with  which  the  city  has  been  visited 
during  the  past  summer  operated  very  much  to  retard  work  of  every 
description.  There  were  often  days  together  when  nothing  could  be 
done,  either  from  the  constant  fall  of  rain  or  from  its  effect  upon  ma- 
terials which  rendered  them  unfit  to  be  worked.  The  out-door  works, 
such  as  grading  streets  and  public  grounds,  were  very  much  damaged 
by  the  rains,  which  added  considerably  to  their  cost.  Since  the  wea- 
ther has  become  more  settled,  the  various  works  in  progress  have 
been  urged  forward  with  the  utmost  speed  consistent  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  stability,  and  much  more  has  been  accomplished  than  could 
reasonably  have  been  anticipated  from  the  unfavorable  circumstances 
that  attended  the  greater  portion  of  the  working  season. 

The  following  works,  which  were  stated  in  my  last  report  to  be  then 
in  progress,  have  been  finished,  viz :  the  repairs,  improvements  and 
extension  of  the  seed-room  and  greenhouse  in  the  botanic  garden  ; 
the  grading  and  improvement  of  the  mall,  between  Twelfth  and  Four- 
teenth streets  ;  the  trapping  of  the  mouths  of  the  sewers  on  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue ;  the  extension  of  the  culvert  on  Indiana  avenue,  and 
the  alteration  of  the  District  court-room.  In  regard  to  the  sewer  traps, 
it  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  they  answer  the  purpose 
admirably  for  which  they  were  intended.  Before  they  were  constructed, 
the  offensive  odor  that  arose  from  the  sewers  was  a  constant  source 
of  complaint,  but  now  not  the  slightest  unpleasant  smell  escapes  from 
them.  The  traps  ought  to  be  frequently  cleaned  out,  and  especially  as 
there  is  no  ordinance  of  the  city  to  prevent  the  litter  of  the  stores,  such 
as  paper,  straw,  and  the  like,  from  being  swept  into  the  gutters,  which 
is  soon  floated  by  the  slightest  stream  of  water  into  the  cylinders  of 
the  traps,  and  collecting  and  becoming  impacted  prevents  the  water 
from  flowing  freely  through  them.  A  very  small  appropriation  would 
keep  them  unobstructed. 


720  KEPORT   OF   THE 

Ad  addition  to  the  greenhouse  in  the  botanic  garden  has  been  erect- 
ed in  conformity  with  the  adopted  plan  of  the  building,  and  it  is  sup- 
plied with  water  from  the  Capitol,  in  pipes,  as  provided  for  by  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Two  additional  propaga- 
ting houses  have  also  been  built. 

A  lot  was  purchased  last  fall  on  which  to  erect  an  engine  house  for 
the  Franklin  Fire  Company,  but  possession  could  not  be  obtained  un- 
til the  spring.  A  large,  commodious  and  substantial  building  ha« 
been  reared  upon  it,  which  in  a  few  days  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
company. 

New  Jersey  avenue  has  been  graded  and  gravelled  from  D  to  I 
streets,  and  the  curb  set  and  the  gutter  paved  on  the  west  side  of  it. 
From  I  street  to  New  York  avenue  it  has  been  graded  and  fifty  feet  in 
the  centre  gravelled.  It  will  be  necessary  to  curb  and  gutter  the 
whole  length  of  the  avenue  on  both  sides  to  prevent  its  being  washed 
by  the  rains.  This  was  not  included  in  the  estimate  submitted  to 
Congress.  More  than  was  contemplated  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  appropriation. 

The  work  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  mall  is  now  pro- 
gressing rapidly  in^that  portion  of  it  on  which  the  armory  is  situated. 
I  am  in  hopes  of  having  the  grading  finished  by  the  termination  of 
the  working  season.  The  plan  that  has  been  adopted  harmonizes  with 
the  object  for  which  the  armory  was  erected,  and  will  doubtless  add 
very  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  mall,  which  is  destined  to  be  one 
of  the  most  interesting  features  in  the  plan  of  the  city. 

The  footway  on  the  south  side  of  Lafayette  square  has  been  taken 
up,  under-drained,  and  relaid.  Lamp-posts  and  lamps  have  been  set 
upon  the  three  sides  of  the  square  which  have  not  been  heretofore 
lighted,  and  they  show  the  square  to  great  advantage.  As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  favor  in  which  Lafayette  square  is  held  by  the  public,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the  crowds  that  visit  it  on  every 
fair  evening. 

All  the  footways  across  Pennsylvania  avenue,  which  were  very  much 
broken  and  in  many  of  them  whole  pieces  of  the  flagging  were  removed, 
have  been  repaired.  Workmen  have  been  for  some  time  and  are  still 
engaged  in  repairing  the  carriage-way.  It  is  difficult  to  keep  the 
avenue  in  good  condition,  as  the  cobble  stones  of  which  it  is  paved  are 
easily  started  from  their  beds  by  the  momentum  of  the  heavy  vehicles 
that  run  over  them. 

Congress  at  the  last  session  made  an  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  repaving  Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  the  intersection  of 
Seventh  street,  on  the  plan  known  as  '*  Belgian  pavement,'*  and  one 
thousand  square  yards  of  the  avenue  have  been  paved  with  that 
description  of  pavement,  at  an  expense  of  five  dollars  per  yard.  It 
was  intended  as  an  experiment.  The  part  of  the  avenue  selected 
subjected  the  experiment  to  the  severest  test,  as  it  is  more  travelled 
over  by  heavy  vehicles  than  any  other  portion  of  the  avenue  or  any 
other  street.  The  pavement  was  laid  in  June,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  it  remains  firm  and  compact,  and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
of  its  durability.  It  is  claimed  for  the  Belgian  pavement  that  it  is  as 
durable  as  any  other  and  possesses  great  advantages  over  all  others. 
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The  Ru88  pavement  in  New  York  is  said  to  have  proved  a  failure  ;  it 
soon  wears  smooth  and  becomes  so  slippery  that  horses  in  travelling 
upon  it  frequently  fall,  and  in  wet  weather  they  can  scarcely  be  kept 
upon  their  iieet  with  every  possible  care.  The  Russ  pavement  is  laid 
upon  a  concrete  bottom,  which  prevents  any  drainage  except  such  as 
is  conveyed  off  by  the  gutters,  and  the  consequence  is,  the  evapora- 
tion from  the  surface  frequently  occasions  a  very  offensive  effluvia. 
Another  great  objection  to  the  Russ  pavement  is  the  difficulty  of 
removing  it,  when  necessary  to  open  it  for  laying  pipe  or  other  pur- 
poses, and  the  still  greater  difficulty  of  replacing  it  in  anything  like 
the  condition  in  which  it  was  before  disturbed. 

Iron  pavements  are  represented  to  be  very  injurious  to  the  feet  of 
horses.  They  are  dusty  in  dry  and  dirty  in  wet  weather,  owing  to 
the  space  between  the  prongs  being  filled  with  earth.  I  understand 
it  is  necessary  to  file  them  frequently. 

None  of  the  objections  that  exist  against  the  Russ  and  iron  pave- 
ments can  be  urged  against  the  Belgian  pavement.  The  rock  of 
which  it  is  constructed  is  broken  in  size  adapted  to  the  feet  of  horses, 
which  affords  them  a  firm  foot-hold  without  injury,  and  does  not 
wear  smooth.  It  is  laid  in  sand,  can  easily  be  removed  and  re- 
adjusted when  necessary  to  open  the  street,  is  thoroughly  drained, 
free  from  everything  offensive,  and  perfectly  clean.  So  far  as  my 
information  extends,  I  believe  it  is  much  cheaper  than  either  the  Russ 
or  iron  pavements.  If  it  should  be  determined  to  repave  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue,  I  do  not  think  as  good  a  pavement  could  be  selected  for 
the  purpose  as  the  Belgian. 

The  flagging  of  the  main  entrance  to  the  Congressional  burying 
ground  has  been  finished  as  far  as  the  government  vault.  The  esti- 
mate was  made  for  flagging  the  whole  avenue,  but  by  some  inadver- 
tence in  wording  the  appropriation  it  was  made  to  stop  at  the  vault. 
Doubtless  Congress  will  rectify  the  mistake  by  authorizing  the  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  to  be  applied  in  extending  the  flagging  the 
whole  length  of  the  avenue,  as  was  originally  intended. 

The  appropriation  for  erecting  a  bridge  across  the  canal  in  a  line 
with  Maine  avenue  has  not  been  used,  as  the  language  of  the  appro- 
priation requires  a  double  track  to  be  made,  which  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  it  was  intended  to  be  a  bridge  for  the  accommodation  of 
carriages  and  other  vehicles.  The  canal  forms  the  eastern  terminus 
of  Maine  avenue,  and  as  Canal  street  is  only  forty  feet  wide,  a  suffi- 
cient elevation  could  not  be  given  to  the  bridge  to  allow  of  the  passage 
of  boats  under,  and  of  vehicles  over  it.  The  appropriation  might  be 
usefully  applied  to  the  erection  of  a  foot  bridge,  and  I  incline  strongly 
to  the  opinion  that  Congress  intended  it  for  that  purpose,  as  the 
slightest  examination  of  the  location  will  render  it  obvious  that  no 
other  description  of  bridge  is  practicable. 

The  central  avenue  in  the  botanic  garden,  and  the  walks  leading 
from  it  to  Maine  and  Missouri  avenues,  will  be  paved  with  flagging, 
as  provided  for  by  an  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  on 
or  before  the  first  of  next  month,  unless  prevented  by  unfavorable 
weather  or  some  disappointment  not  now  anticipated. 

The  injury  sustained  by  the  Potomac  bridge  from  the  tremendous. 
46 
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and  nnusual  flood  of  ice  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  last  winter,  was  well 
nigh  putting  an  end  to  that  means  of  communication  between  the  two 
shores.  Several  sections  were  swept  away  entirely,  and  most  of  what 
was  left  was  so  much  damaged  that  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  the 
whole  had  not  been  carried  off.  The  interruption  of  this  medium  of 
intercourse  between  the  District  and  Virginia  shores  was  immediately 
felt  in  the  markets  of  the  city  by  a  diminution  of  supplies  and  an  en- 
hancement of  prices.  The  difficulty  and  expense  of  reaching  the  city 
through  other  channels  of  communication  not  only  deprived  the  pro- 
ducers, who  have  to  cross  the  river,  of  the  benefit  of  the  increased 
price  of  products,  but  actually  reduced  the  profits  on  the  products  of 
their  labor  so  low  as  scarcely  to  make  it  an  object  for  them  to  come  to 
market.  This  state  of  things  was  regarded  by  the  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria  county  as  a  great  grievance,  and  they  earnestly 
appealed  to  you  to  remedy  it  by  directing  me  to  use  such  means  as 
might  be  applicable  to  the  object  tor  the  immediate  re-establishment 
of  travel  across  the  bridge.  In  view  of  the  action  of  Congress  at  the 
last  session,  which  was  iully  apprised  of  the  condition  of  the  bridge 
and  failed  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
portion  that  had  been  carried  away,  and  of  the  doubt  that  was  enter- 
tained as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  usual  appropriation  for  casual  repairs 
to  place  it  in  aTiy  thing  like  a  safe  and  permanent  travelling  condition, 
you  decided  that  it  would  not  be  advisable  in  me  to  attempt  to  repair 
it  in  its  then  condition. 

The  corporation  of  Washington,  finding  that  the  government  Would 
not  undertake  to  repair  the  bridge,  and  yielding  to  the  demands  of 
public  sentiment,  made  an  appropriation  to  reconstruct  it,  at  least  so 
far  as  to  re-establish  communication  between  the  shores,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  mayor  and  a  committee  of  one 
member  from  each  board  of  the  city  councils.  The  breaches  in  the 
bridge  were  accordingly  closed,  and  other  portions  of  the  structure 
strengthened  so  as  to  allow  of  the  usual  travel  over  it.  I  did  not  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  the  corporation  had  in  view,  and  therefore  made  no  attempt 
to  arrest  the  work  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  bridge  was  thrown  open  to 
public  travel  and  1  was  notified  by  the  mayor  that  he  had  withdrawn 
his  workmen,  it  then  became  necessary  for  me  to  resume  charge  of  it, 
and  to  make  such  additional  repairs  as  were  deemed  important  to 
render  it  perfectly  safe. 

Congress  at  the  last  session  refused  to  mak^  the  usual  appropriation 
for  paying  the  draw-keepers  of  the  bridge,  which  imposed  upon  me 
the  necessity  of  assuming  the  responsibility  of  employing  them,  as 
otherwise  the  navigation  of  the  river  above  the  bridge  would  have 
been  closed  to  vessels  destined  for  the  port  of  Georgetown  and  that 
I)ortion  of  the  canal  that  passes  through  the  city.  The  great  incon- 
venience and  loss  which  the  public  suffered  from  the  interruption  of 
travel  over  the  bridge  demonstrates  the  importance  of  keeping  up  the 
present  structure  until  a  new  bridge  shall  have  been  erected. 

The  Navy  Yard  bridge  was  also  very  much  injured  by  ice,  which 
has  been  repaired  in  as  substantial  a  manner  as  it  would  admit  of, 
having  been  originally  built  of  bad  materials  and  in  a  very  slight 
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manner.  The  bridge  requires  new  piles  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
AS  there  is  scarcely  a  sound  one  in  the  whole  fabric.  There  are  two 
short  roads  connected  with  this  bridge,  which  were  made  by  the 
company  from  which  the  government  purchased  it,  and  they  were  a 
part  of  the  appurtenances  of  the  bridge.  For  several  years  after  the 
purchase  they  were  kept  in  repair  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  expense  was  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
repairs  of  bridges.  It  was,  however,  a  few  years  since  decided  that 
no  part  of  the  appropriation  could  be  applied  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  it  must  be  confined  to  objects  within  the  plain  meaning  of  its 
language.  The  levy  court  of  the  county  declined  exercising  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  roads,  as  they  belong  to  the  governm^^nt,  aad  the  con- 
sequence has  been  they  are  now  in  such  bad  condition  that  it  is  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  they  can  be  travelled.  It  is  due  to  the  public 
who  travel  across  the  bridge  that  these  roads  should  be  lepaired  by 
some  authority  or  other.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  they  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  levy  court,  which  has  jurisdiction 
over  all  the  other  highways  of  the  county.  It  would  not  be  just, 
though,  to  saddle  the  county  with  them  in  their  present  condition, 
and  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  sufficient  to  put  them  in  first  rate  order,  which  shall  be  paid 
to  the  levy  court  on  condition  that  the  court  agree  to  take  charge  of 
them  and  forever  keep  them  in  repair. 

The  Anacostia  bridge  is  in  good  condition.  The  usual  annual  re- 
pairs will,  without  an  accident,  preserve  it  sound  for  many  years. 

The  grading  of  Judiciary  square  has  progressed  as  far  as  was  con- 
templated by  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  but  much  still  re- 
mains to  be  done  before  the  grading  is  completed.  I,  however,  think 
the  work  preparatory  to  ornamenting  the  square  has  proceeded  to 
such  an  extent  that  due  notice  ought  now  to  be  given  the  corporation 
of  Washington  to  remove  the  school-house  standing  upon  it,  and  I 
the  more  incline  to  this  opinion  as  opportunity  ought  to  be  afforded 
for  the  erection  of  another  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
school  before  it  is  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  one  now  in  its  occupancy. 

Eighty-one  lamps  have  been  set  up  in  Georgetown,  and  are  now 
regularly  lighted  with  the  other  lamps  of  the  town.  They  give  great 
satisfaction,  and  are  duly  appreciated  as  an  evidence  of  the  kind  in- 
terest which  the  government  takes  in  the  town.  The  appropriation 
was  not  sufficiently  large  to  allow  of  as  many  lamps  being  put  up  as 
would  fully  light  the  streets.  Thirty  lamps  more  would  accomplish 
that  object,  which  will  cost  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  all  com- 
plete. It  is  no  fault  of  mine  that  the  appropriation  was  not  large 
enough,  as  I  was  not  called  upon  for  an  estimate.  The  information 
was  derived  from  other  sources,  usually  very  reliable,  but  in  this  in- 
stance incorrect.  I  carefully  regarded  in  my  expenditures  the  re- 
striction of  the  proviso  to  the  clause  making  the  appropriation.  The 
lamp-posts  and  lamps  cost  considerably  less  than  those  on  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue,  and  I  pay  the  same  price  for  the  gas  consumed  by 
them. 

The  west  wing  of  the  Patent  Office  building,  with  the  exception  of 
the  saloon,  which  will  soon  be  finished,  has  Vi^^ii  ^QTsv^^Xfe^-i ^^^ '^ 
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now  occupied.  The  portico  has  also  been  erected.  It  affords  me 
pleasure  to  assure  you  that  the  whole  work  of  this  wing  has  been 
constructed  in  the  most  substantial  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  that 
great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Clark,  the  architect,  for  the  intelligent  and 
vigilant  superintendence  he  has  exercised  over  it.  In  order  to  over- 
come in  some  measure  the  great  depression  in  the  square  at  the  corner 
of  F  and  9th  streets,  it  will  be  necessary  in  laying  the  pavement  on 
9th  street  to  set  the  curb  as  high  as  possible,  consistent  with  the 
proper  grade  of  the  street.  This  will  devolve  upon  us  the  necessity 
of  filling  up  9th  street  at  least  two  feet,  which  will  not,  however, 
raise  it  above  the  established  grade. 

Contracts  have  been  made  for  the  granite  and  marble  work  of  the 
north  front  of  the  building.     The  sub-basement  has  been  set,  and 
workmen  are  now  engaged  in  preparing  the  granite  and  marble,  so 
as  to  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  earliest  opening  of  spring  to 
press  forward  the  building.     We  hope  at  the  close  of  the  next  season 
to  make  a  handsome  show  of  the  amount  of  work  that  has  been  done. 
The  floods  occasioned  by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  past  summer  have 
proved  that  the  plan  adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  botanic  garden 
against  the  violence  of  Tiber  creek  was  ineffectual.     The  walls  of  the 
creek  having  been  laid  dry  on  foundations  not  suflSciently  deep  and 
solid,  the  water  percolated  them,  and,  washing  out  the  earth  from 
behind  and  beneath  them,  they  were  in  many  places  thrown  down. 
The  work  ought  to  be  reconstructed  on  a  timber  foundation  similar 
to  that  under  the  culvert  across  Indiana  avenue,  which  should  extend 
from  Pennsylvania  avenue  to  the  canal,  and,  instead  of  dry  walls, 
they  should  be  laid  in  full  cement.     The  plan  I  most  approve  would 
be  to  raise  the  walls  two  feet  above  high  water  mark,  from  which  a 
very  flat  slope,  well  sodded,  should  extend  to  the  general  surface  of 
the  grounds.     This  plan  would  afford  a  larger  bed  for  the  stream 
when  swollen,  diminish  its  force,  and  lessen  the  chances  of  its  doing 
mischief,  and  it  would  unquestionably  present  a  much  more  elegant 
appearance  than  the  present  one. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendations  contained  in  my  last  re- 
port for  the  improvement  of  Franklin  square,  of  the  triangular  spaces 
formed  by  the  intersection  of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  avenues 
and  Tenth  and  Twelfth  streets,  of  the  triangular  spaces  on  Pennsyl- 
vania avenue  between  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  streets,  and  of  the 
space  on  the  south  side  ot  Pennsylvania  avenue  between  Twentieth 
and  Twenty-first  streets  ;  the  grading  of  north  Capitol  street,  of  Six- 
teenth street  west,  and  of  Delaware  avenue;  the  removal  of  the  naval 
monument  from  the  Capitol  grounds  ;  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  the 
erection  of  a  house  for  the  keeper  of  the  upper  Eastern  Branch  bridge, 
and  the  reorganization  of  this  oflice. 

East  Capitol  street  is  directly  in  front  of  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol,  and  in  stepping  on  the  portico  it  immediately  arrests  atten- 
tion. It  should  be  graded  and  gravelled.  This  improvement  is  not 
only  required  for  public  convenience,  but  is  necessary  to  give  the 
Capitol  proper  effect  in  approaching  it  from  that  direction,  and  to 
present  a  fine  vista  in  looking  out  from  its  main  portico. 

Boundary  street  extends  from  Rock  creek  to  the  Anacostia  around 
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the  entire  northern  portion  of  the  city.  The  remainder  of  the  city  is 
bounded  by  water  courses.  All  of  the  large  avenues  run  out  to 
Boundary  street,  with  the  exception  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
avenues.  It  is  skirted  nearly  its  whole  length  by  beautiful  groves  of 
forest  trees,  and  if  opened  and  gravelled  would  make  a  pleasant  ride 
around  the  city,  which  is  at  present  very  much  wanted. 

As  it  was  doubtless  intended  for  the  benefit  of  all  residents  and  so- 
journers in  the  city,  and  cannot  be  of  any  special  advantage  to  those 
who  live  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  it  would  seem  that  Boundary  street 
is  one  of  those  that  present  peculiar  claims  to  the  favorable  considera- 
tion and  liberality  of  the  government. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  decided  that  the  fee 
simple  to  all  the  avenues  and  streets  in  the  city  is  in  the  government. 
The  aggregate  length  of  the  streets  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
miles,  and  of  the  avenues  sixty-five  miles  The  city  has  taken  upon 
itself  to  open  and  grade  the  streets  under  authority  given  to  it  by  the 
government,  but  is  unwilling  to  do  anything  to  the  avenues,  unless 
absolutely  necessary  for  public  convenience  and  Congress  will  not 
make  provision  for  them.  This  unwillingness  proceeds  from  a  want 
of  ample  means  and  a  strong  conviction  that  the  government  is  bound 
in  justice,  as  its  share,  to  construct  the  avenues.  Most  of  the  streets 
have  been  opened  and  graded,  and  the  work  is  prosecuted  as  fast  as 
the  revenue  of  the  city  will  justify,  but  still  it  lags  far  behind  the 
march  of  the  improvements. 

Massachusetts,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary- 
land, are  the  only  important  avenues  that  have  been  opened  and 
graded,  and  they  only  partially  so. 

The  grand  jury  having  repeatedly  condemned  the  jail  as  unsafe 
and  in  all  respects  unsuited  for  the  purposes  of  a  prison,  the  Interior 
Department  was  called  upon  by  the  Senate  for  estimates  and  a  plan 
for  such  a  building  as  would  meet  the  demands  of  the  public.  A 
plan  was  accordingly  prepared  with  great  care  and  submitted  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  The  estimated  cost  of  erecting  the  building 
was  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  There  was,  however, 
no  definite  action  had  upon  the  subject. 

The  present  jail  is  situated  on  Judiciary  square,  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  city,  which  is  certainly  a  most  improper  location  for  a  prison. 

The  judges  of  the  several  courts  of  this  District,  and  the  memoers 
of  the  bar,  addressed  a  communication  to  your  predecessor  setting 
forth  the  great  want  of  suitable  accommodations  for  the  criminal 
court  and  the  important  records  of  the  clerk's  oflSce,  and  earnestly 
requesting  him  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 
Their  request  was  complied  with,  and  a  plan  was  prepared  for  the 
extension  of  the  court-house  portion  of  the  City  Hall  in  harmony 
with  the  general  plan  of  the  building,  the  cost  of  which,  including 
furniture,  heating  apparatus,  enclosure,  &c.,  was  estimated  at  thirty 
thousand  dollars. 

The  orphan's  court  and  the  office  of  register  of  wills  occupy  very 
contracted  and  inadequate  rooms  in  the  city's  portion  of  the  same 
building.     If  the  extension  of  the  building  should  be  made,  which  I 
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think  is  very  necessary,  suitable  provision  can  be  made  in  it  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  orphan's  court  and  register  of  wills. 

I  ask  your  attention  to  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  city  charter, 
approved  May  15,  1820,  and  the  twelfth  section  of  the  amended 
charter,  approved  May  17,  1848.  You  will  perceive  that  they  require 
of  me  to  make  certain  improvements,  and  to  pay  the  expense  of  the 
same  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  city  lots  belonging  to  the  gov- 
ernment. All  the  government  lots  that  could  command  a  purchaser 
have  been  sold.  The  few  remaining  lots  are  so  situated  that  they 
would  not  bring  their  very  low  assessed  nominal  value.  I  could  not, 
when  recently  offered  at  public  sale,  obtain  a  purchaser  for  them  at 
any  price. 

The  improvements  provided  for  in  the  sections  to  which  I  have 
asked  your  attention  are  indispensable,  and  as  the  source  from  which 
the  means  to  pay  for  them  were  to  flow  has  dried  up,  it  strikes  me  that 
there  is  no  alternative  but  for  the  government  to  make  a  small  annual 
appropriation  for  the  purpose. 

The  great  nuisance  heretofore  complained  of  as  occasioned  by  the 
centre  market-house  has  in  some  respects  been  mitigated.  Commo- 
dious sheds  have  been  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  market-house,  on 
Canal  street,  for  the  accommodation  of  venders,  and  consequently  the 
misshapen  shanties  which  used  to  disfigure  Pennsylvania  avenue  have 
been  removed.  Wagons  and  other  vehicles  which  attend  market 
are  no  longer  permitted  to  occupy  and  obstruct  the  avenue,  and  it  is 
now  free  of  the  litter  they  produce,  which,  for  a  series  of  years,  had 
been  complained  of  as  an  abominable  nuisance.  But  the  old  white- 
washed, moss  covered  market-house  still  remains  to  mar  the  beauty  of 
the  avenue  and  to  excite  the  wonder  of  strangers  that  such  an  un- 
sightly building  should  be  permitted  to  occupy  so  conspicuous  a  posi- 
tion. Unless  the  corporation  shall  soon  make  provision  to  have  it 
taken  down  and  to  erect  in  its  stead  some  more  appropriate  and  impos- 
ing building,  the  government  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  resume  control 
of  the  reservation,  and  not  suffer  it  any  longer  to  be  occupied  as  a 
market  place. 

The  time  is  at  hand  when  the  work  of  extending  the  Capitol  grounds 
ought  to  be  commenced.  The  extent  to  which  they  should  be  enlarged 
is  a  matter  for  Congress  to  determine,  and  therefore  it  does  not  become 
roe  to  express  any  preference  between  the  various  plans  that  have  been 
suggested.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  express  a  hope  that 
some  plan  will  be  adopted  in  the  early  part  of  the  approaching  session, 
and  an  appropriation  made  to  carry  it  out,  so  that  the  work  may  be 
commenced  as  soon  as  the  spring  opens. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  great  number  of  strangers  are  attracted  to 
this  city  in  pursuit  of  different  objects.  Many  of  them  are  taken  sick, 
and  not  a  few  are  destitute  of  the  means  of  procuring  the  necessaries 
of  life  and  medical  treatment.  It  would  be  unjust  for  the  city  to  be 
saddled  with  the  expense  of  taking  care  of  this  class  of  persons.  To 
provide  for  its  own  destitute  sick  is  as  much  as  can  be  expected  of  it. 
Congress,  actuated  by  a  humane  and  benevolent  spirit,  annually 
makes  an  appropriation  for  the  admission  of  eighteen  sick  non-resident 
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paupers  in  the  Washington  Infirmary,  where  they  are  well  provided 
with  every  necessary  comfort,  good  nurses,  and  skilful  physicians.  It 
will  be  perceived,  on  reference  to  the  report  of  the  resident  physician, 
hereto  appended,  that  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last, 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  patients  were  medically  treated  in  this  in- 
stitution on  the  charity  of  the  government,  of  which  number  eighty- 
nine  were  discharged  as  cured  or  improved,  only  eleven  died,  and 
nineteen  still  remained  under  treatment.  It  is  useless  to  make  any 
comments  upon  this  report.  It  tells  for  itself  of  the  great  amount  of 
human  suffering  relieved  and  of  human  life  preserved.  This  field  of 
benevolence  might  be  greatly  enlarged  by  an  increased  appropriation, 
as  I  have  vastly  many  more  applications  for  admission  than  the  num- 
ber I  have  a  right  to  send  to  the  Infirmary.  Judging  from  the  favor 
with  which  this  charity  has  heretofore  been  regarded  by  Congress,  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness  will  be 
cheerfully  extended. 

The  drainage  of  the  city  is  mainly  accomplished  above  ground,  and 
the  consequence  is,  the  streets  are  overflowed  whenever  there  is  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain,  from  the  incapacity  of  the  gutters  to  receive  and 
carry  off  the  vast  quantity  of  water  that  seeks  an  outlet  through  them. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  streets  clean  that  are  subject  to  be  over- 
flowed, and  the  sediment  which  is  left  in  them  when  the  water  passes 
off  soon  becomes  offensive  to  the  smell  on  exposure  to  the  sun.  The 
fact  is  well  established,  that  countries  liable  to  inundation  are  gene- 
rally sickly,  owing  to  the  alluvial  deposits,  and  the  same  cause  might 
reasonably  be  expected  to  produce  disease  in  cities.  Washington, 
however,  seems  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rule  of  induction,  for,  not- 
withstanding the  frequent  overflow  of  the  streets  from  heavy  rains, 
medical  statistics  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  it  is  one  of  the  healthiest 
cities  in  the  country.  To  obviate  the  inconvenience  resulting  from 
the  overflowing  of  the  streets,  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  sick- 
ness arising  from  this  cause,  a  judicious  system  of  sewerage  should  be 
adopted  and  carried  into  effect.  In  most  of  our  large  cities  great 
attention  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  arrangement  and  construction 
of  sewers,  and  they  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  them  in  the  purification 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  a  corresponding  improvement  in  health.  The 
government  has  constructed  several  large  sewers  in  this  city  and  the 
corporation  a  like  number,  but  still  there  is  a  great  deficiency  for  the 
wants  of  the  city.  What  has  already  been  done  in  the  way  of  sewer- 
age is  but  the  beginning  of  what  is  needed,  and  speedy  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  subject,  not  only  for  sanatory  purposes,  but  to 
provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  greatly  increased  quantity  of  water 
that  will  be  used  for  bathing,  washing  pavements,  cleaning  streets, 
and  other  similar  objects,  when  the  aqueduct  shall  have  been  finished, 
and  shall  introduce  into  the  city  an  abundant  supply  from  the  Great 
Falls  of  the  Potomac. 

To  construct  the  necessary  sewerage  will  require  a  large  outlay  of 
money,  and  considering  the  interest  the  United  States  have  in  prop- 
erty in  the  city,  it  may  be  deemed  but  just  that  the  government  should 
bear  a  fair  proportion  of  the  expense.     It  is  important  that  Congreas 
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should  take  this  matter  into  consideration  at  the  approaching  session, 
and  provide  in  some  way  for  its  accomplishment. 

I  hereto  append  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  B.  BLAKE,  Commissioner. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Buildings,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1857. 


Heads  of  appropriations. 


Cl«rk    to    Commissiooer  Public 

Buildiogs. 
Messeoger  io  charge  of  maio  fur- 
nace, &c. 
Laborer  in  charge  of  water  closet 

in  the  Capitol. 

Public  gardener 

Sixteen  laborers  on  public  groundu 
Keeper   of  west   gate,   Capitol 

square. 
Two  day  watchmen,  Capitol  square 
Two  n*ght  watchmen,  President's 

House. 
Doorkeeper,  President's  house. .. 
Assistant  doorkeeper,  President's 

house. 
Night  watchman  at  the  public 

stables. 
Four  drawkeepersat  the  Potomac 

bridge,  &.o 
Two  drawkeepers  at  the  Eastern 

Branch  brid/ies. 

Auxiliary  guard,  &.0  

Furnace  keeper  at  the  President's 

htiuse. 
Improvement  of  court  room  in 

City  Hall. 

Qradiog  the  mall,  Slc 

Purchase  of  Iocs  in  Congressional 

burying  ground. 

Transient  paupers 

Manure  for  the  public  srouiids  .. 
Bire   of    carts    on    the    public 

grounds. 


E   O   O 
CU  «    9 


i  o1 

'    ex.  o  «  g 

©    3    O  *^ 

«  c  c     . 


$1,200  00 

420  00 

438  00 

1,440  00 

9,6(Nl  00 

876  00 

1,200  00 
1,200  00 

600  00 
438  00 

600  00 

3,266  00 

1,180  00 

19,400  00 
365  00 

2,500  00 

10,000  00 
5,000  00 

3,000  00 
1,0(M)  OO 
1,000  00 


$9  00 


I 


op* 

a       9 


9 


866  14 
100  50 
260  56 


8,0S8  16 


43  92 


$1,200  00 

420  00 

438  00 

1,410  00 

9,609  00 

876  00 

1,200  00 
1,200  00 

600  00 
438  00 

600  00 

4,132  14 

1,280  50 

19,660  hb 
365  00 

2,500  00 

18,088  16 
5, 000  00 

3,000  0( 
1,0i:|  92 
1,000  0<l 


$1,200  00 
420  00 
438  00 


§ 


-& 


1.440  OOi 

9,600  00^       $900  CO 
876  OOi 


1,200  00| 
1,200  00, 

600  00 
352  83 

600  00 

2,996  41 

i 


85  17 


1. 133  73 


1,160  00  100  50 

19, 2-5  84 1        404  71 


365  00 

i 

2,495  26! 


3  74 


14,792  15     3,29r>  91 
5,000  00 


3,000  0^» 

r>6l  87 1 

1,000  (Ml 
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Heads  of  appropriations. 


Tools  used  in  public  grounds 

Trees  and  tree  boxes 

Annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol 

Annual  repair*  of  the  President's 
house. 

Fuel  for  the  President's  house  . . . 

Lighting  Pennsylvania  avenue 

CuWert  across  Tiber  creek,  on 
Indiana  avenue. 

Laborers  employed  in  Bbovelling 
snow,  &c. 

Repairs  Potomac,  Navy  Yard,  and 
Upper  bridges. 

Repairs  Pennsylvania  avenue . . . . 

Filling  up  ravine  in  Judiciary 
square. 

Repairs  of  water-pipes 

Extending  seed  room  and  green- 
house in  Botanic  garden. 

Reservation  No.  2  and  Lafayette 
square. 

Rebuilding  Franklin  Engine- 
house,  including  purchase  of  lot. 

Square  south  President's  house. .. 

North  front  Patent  Office 

Apparatus  for  warming  library, 
and  fuel  for  same. 

Contingent  expenses  of  office  of 
Commissioner  Public  Buildings. 


cS'Sti 


$500 
5,000 
8,000 
6,  000 

J,  800  I 

27, 000  I 

6,000  i 


3,000 
3,000 

500 
6,000 

3.000 

5,000  I 

3,000  I 

200, 000  I 

5,000  I 

250  00 


$1,054  43 
5,015  HI 
8, 000  00 
6,577  55 

1,800  00 

8,839  33  35,839  33 

6, 000  00 


228  47 


500  00 

11,228  47 
I 

I  3,000  00 

3,000  00 

1    500  00 

6,000  (JO 

671  30|  3,671  30 

I  5.000  00 

735  29  3,735  29 

200,000  0( 

I  5,000  00 

250  00 


1,800 
23,511 
5,996  I 

500  00 

4,635  93 


3,000 
3,000 

324 
4,525 

3,774 

2,840 

2,41«' 

50,434 
1,276 


183  52 


^ 

o 


i 


$713  53 

1,262  91 

2*^21 

12, 327  84 
33  09 

6,592  54 

175  90 
1,474  10 


2, 159  21 

1.317  77 

149,565  84 

3,723  70 

66  4-^ 


730 


REPORT  OF  THE 


Washington,  D.  C,  October,  1857. 
Sir:    I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  Washington 
Infirmary. 

List  of  government  patients  remaining  under  treatment  in  the  Infirmary 

on  Jtdy  1,  1856. 


Names. 


John  Aaatiii 

E.F.  Powers 

John  Mahar 

Mary  Fagan 

Wm.  Smith 

Cath.  Earley 

Mrs.  Dowell 

Thos.  Carlton 

Ellen  Nowland  . . . 
Edward  Carroll  . . 

Ann  Holmes 

Mich.  Carey 

James  Holmes  . . . 
Jerry  Handley  .  -  - 
James  Fitzgerald. 
Susan  Patterson.. 


Discharged. 


July  1.1856 

July  2, 1856 

July  4,  1856 

September  3,  1856  .. 
September  1,  1856  .. 

July  14,  1856 

June,  1857 

May  25,  1857 

September  28, 1856  . 

July  4,  1856 

July  4, 1856 

July  28,  1H57 

October  24,  1856..-. 


Deaths,  See. 


August  4, 1856. 

Still  in 

Still  in 


List  of  patients  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  from  July  1,  1856,  to  June 

30,  1857. 


Admission. 

Names. 

Discharged. 

Aug.       5,  ia'i6 
July        7,  1856 
March    5,1857 

Deaths,  A^c. 

July        2 

Maria  Griffin -.— 

7 

Peter  Goodwin.... ....... ...... 

7 

MissBurk 

9 

J.  D.Ward 

July  16. 1856 

9 

Johnson  Ryan  ......... .... .... 

juiy      15,  1856 
Oct.      15,  1856 
July      28,  1856 
Feb.     23,  1857 

17 

Margaret  Carr 

21 

Margaret  McCann 

21 

Mary  Coyle 

25 

James  Roach .................. 

March  4. 1857... 

28 

Wm.  Hutchenson 

Oct.      28,  1856 
Sept.      2,  ia^>6 
Aug.     25,  1856 
Aug.     25. 1856 
Nov.       8,  1856 
Aug.     23,  1856 
Aug.     29, 1856 
Not.       8,  1856 
Oct.      20, 1856 
Feb.      11,  1856 

29 

Daniel  Connor... ........ ...... 

Aug.       4 

Cornelius  O'Donnell 

^        4 

Ellen  Conley 

4 

W.  Sweitzen 

7 

Lewis  Blauch • 

10 

John  Tennison 

15 

Patrick  Fitzgerald 

16 

Biichael  O'Farrell 

25 

Mary  Crosby 

Sept.      6 

8 

Christonher  Maston  ............ 

October  10, 1856 

Mrs.  McGuire  ................. 

Oct.      15, 1856 
Oct.      27,  1856 
Oct.      13,  15^56 

29 

Mar?  Sorinff.... ......••• 

29 

John  Kean  ................ .... 

3() 

George  Welsh 

October  30,  1856 
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Admission. 


Nov. 


Dee. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Oct.        6 

23 

24 

1 

8 

15 

26 

9 

17 

19 

1 

3 

5 

8 

13 

13 

22 

23 

24 

26 

2 

5 

5 

7 

8 

9 

12 

24 

25 

27 

March    2 

6 

14 

J6 

18 

23 

28 

1 

2 

3 

6 

8 

10 

15 

19 

19 

22 

25 

30 

1 

4 

7 

II 

12 

12 

13 

17 

18 

18 


April 


Majr 


Names. 


Barbara  Brown  . . . . . 

W.  Benjamin 

George  McCann .... 

Mary  Shea 

Mary  A.  Thomson.. 

John  Bryon 

Michael  Delaney 

Mary  Sullivan 

Michael  Boland 

Daniel  Hogan 

James  Bimey 

Mary  Gorman 

Charles  R.  Welsh... 

Stephen  Henry 

Bridget  Noonan 

Lucretia  Parker 

Adolph  Zeitter 

Mary  GU)rman 

John  Alexander 

Patrick  Vaughaa... 

G.  Gassenheimer 

George  Summers . . . 

John  Knox 

Jane  Clark 

Rufus  Gardner 

M.  J.  Gannon 

John  Tnmbridge 

Mary  Ormond 

James  Maloney 

John  Bogan 

Michael  Tarran 

Mary  Mc Williams.. 

Michael  Ryon 

Daniel  Hogan 

M^ry  Shea 

Kate  Haley 

Richard  Pinkney  . . . 

Mary  Herndon 

Christopher  Talbut. 

John  Welsh 

George  Robinson... 
George  K.  Welkins. 

George  Gray 

George  Summers 

Henry  Hell  man 

Catharine  Keating  . 

Mrs.  O'Leary 

J.  W.Hoffman.... 

Mary  Walker 

Mary  A.  Young  .... 

William  Jones 

Joseph  Moontz 

Mary  White 

Isabel  Thomas 

Daniel  Murphy 

Charles  Oestein.... 
Henry  Hellman  .... 
Christopher  Myer .. 
Nancy  Carter 


Discharged. 


Oct. 
Dec 


30,  1856 
24,  1856 


Nov 
May 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


6,1856 

25,  1857 

20,1856 

7,1857 

9,  1857 


Jan.  6,  1857 
Jan.  29.  1857 
Feb.  2,  1857 
March  25, 1857 
Feb  25,  1857 
Feb.       5,  1857 

do 

March  20,  1857 
April  15,  1857 
March  17,  1857 
Feb.  6,  1857 
April  6,  1857 
do 


March  30,  iibl 
Feb.       6, 1857 


April 
June 


1,1857 
2,1857 


March  19,  1657 
March  25,  1857 


March  21,  1857 
March  31,  1857 


April 

April 

April 

May 

April 


29,  1857 
II,  1857 
24,  1857 
5,  1857 
24,  ia57 


April 

April 

April 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

June 


24,  1857 

21,  1857 

30, 1857 

5,  1857 

28,1857 

1.  1857 

7,1857 

30,  1857 

14, 1857 


May  13, 1857 
May  30,  1857 
June      5,  1857 


May      25. 1857 
do 


Deaths,  &c. 


October  27,  1856. 


December  26,  1856. 


February  10, 1857 


March  23, 1857 . 


May  19,1857 

Still  under  treatment. 


March  25,  1857. 


Still  under  treatment... 


Still  under  treatment. 
May  15, 1857 


Still  under  treatment. 
Still  under  treatment. 
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Admission. 


May 


June 


4 

25 

23 

25 

25 

26 

26 

SO 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

6 

8 

9 

25 

12 

29 


Names. 


Patriclt  CarroU 

Ed.  Dillon 

M.  D.  MitcheU.... 
Matthew  Morley  . . 
Patricli  Dignan.... 

NeUy  Connell 

John  Blatter ly 

Daniel  Rock 

Ebenezer  Hughes.. 

JohnB.  Kfllbel 

Charles  Pesiel 

Bridget  Graney 

Ro«anna  Wilson... 

John  Bntler 

James  Murray 

Marvin  Hendricks  . 

Mary  Ormond 

Patrick  Powell 

Jus.  Bartoe 

Lewis  Ix'hman 


Discharged. 


Deaths,  &c. 


July   14,  1857 
May   30,  1857 
JuBO   11,  1857 
May   30,  1557  I 
August  4,  1857  I 
May   29,  1857 


June      14,  1857 


Still  under  treatment.. 


Still  under  treatment. 
do 


June     30,  1857 


.do- 
.do. 
.do. 
-do- 
.do. 


Still  under  treatment. 
do 


.do- 
-do. 


Number  of  patients  treated  from  July  1,  1856,  to  Juno  30,  1857  : 

Admitted  previous  to  July  1,   1856 .- 16 

Admitted  during  the  year - 103 

Total ^ 119 


Of  the  above  number  of  patients  under  treatment  during  the  year  ending  June  SO 
1857,  eighty-nine  were  discliarged,  cured  or  improved,  eleven  died,  and  nineteen  remain* 
ing  under  treatment. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  JOHNSON  HELLEN,  M.  D., 

Resident  Phyncian^  WathifigUjn  Infirmary. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Blakb, 

OomrmstUmer  of  PvbUc  BuUdingt, 
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REPORT  OP  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS  OP  THE  GOVERNMENT  HOSPITAL 
POR  THE  INSANE,   FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,   1857. 


officers  op  the  institution. 

Visitors. 

Wm.  W.  Corcoran,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Board. 

Benjamin  S.  Bohrer,  M,  D. 

Daniel  RatcliflF,  Esq. 

Professor  Thomas  Miller,  M.  D. 

Wm.  Whelan,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  N. 

Robert  C.  Wood,  M.  D.,  U.  8.  A. 

Rev.  P.  D.  Gurley,  D.  D. 

Jacob  Gideon,  Esq. 

Prof.  Grafton  Tyler,  M.  D. 

C.  H.  NICHOLS,  M.  D., 
Superintendent  and  ex  officio  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
WM.  P.  YOUNG,  Jr.,  M.  D., 

Assistant  Physician. 


Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

October  7,  1857. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  March  3,  1355,  for  the  organization  of  this  hospital,  the 
undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  board  of  visitors,  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit their  second  annual  report  of  the  operations  of  the  institution 
under  their  supervision : 

Number  of  patients  in  the  government  hospital  for  the  insane  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  1856  : 

From  the  army,  white  males 6 

From  the  navy do 9 

From  the  navy,  colored  males 1 

—  10 

—  16 
From  civil  life,  white  males 31 

From  civil  life,  white  females 37 

—  68 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 7 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 2 

—  9 

—  77 

Total:  males,  54;  females,  39 93 
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Number  of  admissions  during  the  year  ending  June  30,   1857  : 

From  the  army,  white  males 10 

From  the  navy do 3 

—  13 
From  civillife do 11 

From  civil  life,  white  females 20 

—  31 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 1 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 7 

—  8 

—  39 

Total:  males,  25;  females,  27 52 

Three  of  the  above,  1  male  and  2  females,  all  from  civil  life,  were 
readmissions ;  the  number  of  persons  in  the  course  of  the  year  was, 
then — 

From  the  army,  white  males 16 

From  the  navy do 12 

From  the  navy,  colored  males 1 

—  13 

—  29 
From  civil  life,  white  males 42 

From  civil  life,  white  females 57 

—  99 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 8 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 9 

—  17 

—  116 

Total:  males,  79;  females,  66 145 


Number  discharged  in  the  course  of  the  year : 

Recovered,  from  civil  life,  white  males 2 

Recovered do white  females 5 

—  7 

Improved do white  males 2 

Improved do white  females 1 

—  3 

Unimproved do white  males 6 

Unimproved do white  females...     2 

—       8 
Unimproved do colored  males 1 


Died,  from  the  army,  white  males 1 

Died,  from  the  navy do 2 

Died,  fpom  civillife do ; 4 

Died do white  females 7 


—       9 
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Died,  from  civil  life,  colored  males 1 

Died do colored  females 1 

—  2 

—  16 

Total:  males,  19;  females,  16 36 

Number  of  patients  in  the  house  June  30,  1857  : 

From  the  army,  white  males 15 

From  the  navy do 9 

From  the  navy,  colored  males 1 

—  10 

—  25 
From  civil  life,  white  males   28 

From  civil  life,  white  females 42 

—  70 

From  civil  life,  colored  males 7 

From  civil  life,  colored  females 8 

—  15 

—  85 

Total:  males,  60;  females,  50 110 


Of  the  above  patients,  there  were  in  the  house  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  5  independent  or  pay  patients,  4  males  and  1  female  ;  admit- 
ted in  the  course  of  the  year  8 — males,  1 ;  females  7  ;  discharged,  9 — 
males  4,  females  5  ;  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year  4— males  1, 
females  3. 

The  following  table  expresses  the  pathological  condition  both  of 
body  and  mind  of  those  who  died  with  all  the  precision  of  which  the 
subject  is  capable  ;  it  also  shows  the  duration  of  the  mental  disease 
at  the  time  of  death  : 


o 


1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

16 


Pbytical  condition  at  the  time  of 
death. 


Chronic,  organic,  and  functional  de- 
generation of  the  brain,  irregular 
in  character  and  extent. 

Same,  with  phthisis. 

Sam  J,  with  paralysie  g6n6ra1e. 

Same,  with  menorrhagia. 

Same,  with  hemiplegia. 

Same,  with  epilepsy. 

Same,  with  pneumonia. 


16 


Mental  condition  at  the 
time  of  death. 


Simple  dementia 
Maniacal  dementia. 
Monomaniacal  dementia. 
Melancholic  dementia. 


1 
2 

5 
3 

1 
1 
J 
1 
1 

16 


a 


i 


4  months. 
2  years. 
4  years. 
r>  years. 
6  years. 
10  years. 
15  years. 
25  years. 
50  years. 


Average  duration  of  mental  dlsoTdvsT,^.V)'6  3««^t%, 
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No  patient  died  who  was  likely  to  be  restored  to  reason.  The  case 
whose  disease  was  of  the  shortest  duration  was  complicated  with  the 
most  hopeless  form  of  epilepsy. 

It  is  still  a  most  grateful  truth  that  no  suicide  nor  other  serious 
accident  of  violence  has  occurred  since  the  hospital  was  opened  for  the 
reception  of  patients  in  January,  1855,  though  the  household  has 
never  been  without  its  suicidal  members^  and  the  facilities  for  violence, 
both  to  one's  self  and  to  others,  have  always  been  extraordinary, 
owing  to  the  work  of  building  and  other  improvements,  which  has 
never  been  wholly  suspended. 

We  are  not  less  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  general  health 
of  the  household  has  continued  to  be  at  all  times  excellent.  The  fatal 
case  of  pneumonia,  herein  reported,  is  the  only  acute  disease  that  has 
ever  occurred  among  the  patients ;  and  not  only  have  the  inmates 
enjoyed  an  exemption  from  grave  physical  disorders,  with  the  excep- 
tion named^  but  other  instances  of  indisposition  have  been  infrequent 
and  trifling. 

Malarial  disease  originating  on  the  hospital  premises  has  as  yet 
been  unknown. 
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The  next  table  is  designed  to  exhibit  an  approximate  estimate  of 
the  duration  of  the  disease  at  the  time  of  admission,  in  the  52  cases 
received  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


Where  from. 


From  the  anny . 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

From  the  Da?/. . 
Do 


From  oiTU  life . 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 


Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 


Do. 


Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 


Color  and  lez. 


White  males. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 


.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


White  females. 
do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Colored  males . 


Colored  females. 

do 

do 


.do. 


.do. 


Duration  of  disease.      Nomber.   Total. 


3  months. 

4  months . 
6  months. 
8  months. 

1  year ... 

2  years  .. 

3  months. 

4  months. 


6  months. 

1  year... 

2  years  . . 

4  years  . . 

5  years  . . 
8  years  .. 

10  years  . . 


1  month. . 

2  months. 

3  months. 
7  months. 

1  year... 
14  year.. 

2  years  . . 

3  years  . . 

4  years  . . 
6  years  .- 
8|  years  . 

10  years  . . 
20  years  . . 
25  years  . . 
45  years  . . 
50 years  .., 


5  years 


1  month . 
1  year  .. 
4  years  . 
6  years  . 
24  years  . 


2 
2 
1 

1 
3 
1 
1 


10 
3 


11 


20 

1 


52 


RECAPITULATION. 


3  had  been  insane 1  month 

1 do 2  months. 

6 do 3  months. 

3 do 4  months. 

5 do 6  months. 

l......do...... 7  months. 

1 do 8  months. 

7 do 1  year. 

1 do liyear. 

3 do 2  years. 

2 do 3  years. 

47 


3  had  been  insane 4  years. 

4. .....do 5  years. 

2 do 6  years. 

1 do 8  years. 

1 do 8jlyears. 

2 do 10  years. 

1 do 20  years. 

1 do 24  years. 

2 do 25  years. 

1 do 45  years 

1 do 50  years. 
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It  will  be  seen  tlist  twentj-fleren  had  been  insane  one  year  or  lesa, 
and  twenty-five  forperiodB  yarying  from  one  and  one  and  a  half  year  to 
half  a  century.  Tne  average  duration  of  the  mental  disease  at  the 
time  of  admission  was  5.7  years. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  improyement  in  respect  to  the  less  du- 
ration and  more  probable  curability  of  the  insanity  at  the  time  of 
admission,  anticipated  in  our  last  report,  has  been  realized,  though 
not  to  the  degree,  perhaps,  that  was  anticipated.  It  results  that  there 
was  in  the  house  at  the  close  of  the  year  a  somewhat  larger  pro{>ortion 
of  hopeM  and  interesting  cases  than  at  any  time  heretofore. 

Clamfied  abairad  of  the  receipts  and  expendiitares  (^  the  inMMionfar 
the  year  ending  Jvaie  30,  1857. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balaoee  brought  firom  last  yatr $5  97 

RaeeWed from  TieMiiiy  United  StatM 80,500  00 

Received  from  raiidTy  private  patieota 1,066  71 

Ree^ved  from  lale  of  old  oxen 50  00 

Reeeived  from  taleof  torplafTesetablea 290  60 

ReeeiTed  for  work  done  by  fimn  hands,  oxen,  honet  and  carta,  on  the  eontinnatioo 
of  the  hospital  edifice,  on  the  erection  of  a  barn  and  mechanics'  shop,  and  on 

other improrements 2,871  09 

24,776  97 

"""^  • 

EXPENDrrURES. 

Salaries  and  wages $9,183  49 

Flonr 1,403  4(» 

Batter 986  20 

'  House  and  feed  meal 474  62 

Groceries,  of  all  kinds,  including  $20  for  iee ^ 2, 345  73 

Meats,  of  aU  kinds   3,154  29 

FUh 45  43 

Potatoes 268  63 

Foel,  lamp  oil,  candles,  Ac 943  85 

Dry  goods 1,438  47 

Furniture,  including  crockery,  glass,  China,  and  hardware 683  66 

Medicines,  including  liquors,  snrgical  bstniments,  and  $57  25  for  restraining 

apparatus.... 189  21 

Farming  implements,  manures,  and  seeds 401  50 

Hay,  (traw,  oats,  and  middlings 814  07 

Carriage,  wagon,  and  harness  work  and  harnesses 606  16 

Horseshoeing 82  27 

Printing  and  stationery 72  07 

Postage  and  telegraphic  despatches 22  54 

Paints,  oils,  &^ 183  90 

Steam,  water,  and  gas  works 169  17 

Transportation  charges 34  72 

Livestock 1,203  17 

Money  returned  sundry  private  patients 78  86 

Miscellaneous— pew  rent  $10,  travelling  expenses  for  servants  $12  38,  veterinary 

services  $7  50,  arresting  eloped  patients  $5 34  88 

Carried  to  next  aocount 56  78 

24,776  97 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  5,2314  weeks'  board  was  furnished  to 
patients  at  an  average  cost  per  week  of  four  dollars  seventeen  cents 
and  six  mills.  This  result  is  obtained  by  subtracting  from  the  sum 
of  the  whole  year's  receipts,  less  the  amount  carried  to  the  account  for 
the  next  year,  the  amount  received  from  the  building  account  for  the 
labor  of  farm  hands,  horses,  oxen  and  carts,  which  was  intended 
barely  to  cover  the  cost  to  the  support  account  of  such  services,  and 
dividing  the  remainder  by  the  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  with  the  exception  of  189  weeks* 
board  furnished  pay  patients  (which  is  only  .036  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number  of  weeks  furnished,)  the  average  sum  of  4  dollars  ITy^ 
cents  per  week  has  been  made  to  cover  the  entire  support  of  the  pa- 
tient, including  clothing,  ordinary  and  medical  attendance  and  medi- 
cines, and  all  the  numerous  appliances  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
^'most  humane  care  and  enlightened  curative  treatment  of  the  insane 
of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  which  are  declared  in  the  act  of  Congress  organizing  the 
institution,  to  be  the  truly  noble  ''objects"  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. 

When  the  facts  that  all  the  "necessaries  of  life"  commanded  a  high 

f^rice  during  the  past  year,  and  that  the  official  corps  of  such  an  estab- 
ishment  needs  to  be  about  as  large  for  the  care  of  100  patients  as  for 
200,  are  both  taken  into  consideration,  we  think  the  strict  economy  of 
the  management  of  this  hospital  will  be  apparent. 

Its  current  expenses  would  have  been  necessarily  greater  but  for  the 
large  and  increasing  productiveness  of  the  farm  belonging  to  it. 

It  may  have  been  noticed  that  the  year  was  closed  with  106  non- 
paying  patients ;  and  at  the  date  of  this  writing  (October  1st)  there 
are  in  the  house  112  inmates  supported  at  the  public  cost,  notwith- 
standing every  suitable  effort  has  been  made  to  check  the  admission 
of  indigents  from  civil  life  not  imperatively  requiring  hospital  care. 
It  was  estimated  last  year  that  there  would  be  in  the  house  at  this 
time  100  non-paying  patients,  and  an  appropriation  was  asked  and 
received  barely  sufficient  to  support  that  number  ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears, then,  that  we  have  already  on  hand  12  more  patients  than  we 
nave  adequate  means  to  maintain,  and  the  number  of  the  surplus 
beneficiaries  will  not  be  less  than  20  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  in 
spite  of  every  proper  exertion  to  the  contrary. 

Estimating,  then,  that  the  average  number  of  non-paying  patients 
in  the  house  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1859,  will  be  120,  and 
that  the  cost  of  the  support  of  each  patient  will  be  |200  (the  basis  of 
all  former  estimates,)  an  appropriation  of  $24,500  will  be  needed  for 
the  support  of  the  establishment  during  that  year,  which  includes  the 
usual  sum  of  |500  for  books  and  incidental  expenses. 

A  project  of  an  act  regulating  the  admission  into  this  institution 
of  the  civil  insane  of  every  class,  prepared  by  a  committee  of  this 
board,  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  became  a  law, 
by  the  approval  of  the  President,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1857. 
This  law  is  believed  to  be  both  liberal  and  just  in  its  provisions  for 
the  protection  and  care  of  the  insane  of  the  district,  while  it  carefully 
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excludes  from  the  sratuitous  benefit  of  the  hospital  all  non-residents, 
for  whose  support  the  government  is  under  no  obligation. 

It  is  also  believed  that  this  act,  together  with  the  organic  act  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1855,  leaves  little  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  legal 
enactments,  either  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  management  of  the 
institution,  or  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  benefits.  The  future  use- 
fulness of  the  hospital  will,  under  Providence,  depend  upon  the 
material  aid  of  the  government,  and  a  competent,  diligent,  and 
virtuous  administration  of  its  daily  affairs. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  board. 

W.  W.  CORCORAN,  President. 
C.  M.  NICHOLS,  Secretary. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thobipson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT,  ETC. 

Office  of  the  Continuation  of  the  (Jovernmbnt 

Hospital  for  the  Insane,  October  1,  1857. 

Sir:  As  anticipated  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  stable  and 
mechanics'  shop,  then  in  progress,  have  been  completed,  and  my 
account  with  the  United  States,  under  the  appropriation  of  $7,200 
for  their  construction,  made  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress, 
has  been  adjusted  at  the  Treasury  Department  and  closed. 

In  the  construction  of  these  buildings,  the  endeavor  was  made,  in 
the  one  case,  to  do  everything  within  the  means  at  command  to 
secure  durability  and  varied  fitness  for  the  most  comprehensive  pur- 
poses of  a  farm  stable  for  horses,  and  in  the  other  to  provide  dormi- 
tories for  farm  hands,  and  rooms  with  appropriate  machinery  and 
tools  equally  for  the  in-door  employment  of  patients,  and  for  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  household  furniture  and  implements  of  hus- 
bandry. The  degree  of  success  which  has  attended  that  endeavor 
is  now  open  to  the  criticism  of  enlightened  agricultural  and  domestic 
economists. 

The  farm  improvement  now  urgently  needed,  is  a  building  for  the 
protection  and  care  of  neat  stock,  swine,  and  fowls.  It  should  be  joined 
to  the  south  end  of  the  feed  room  of  the  new  stable,  so  that  the 
two  buildings  will  form  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the  stock  yard. 

The  economy  of  the  hospital  requires  the  keeping  of  at  least 
twenty-five  (25)  cows,  two  (2)  pairs  of  oxen,  and  fifty  (50)  swine ; 
and  a  building  for  their  suitable  accommodation  should  be  not  less 
than  one  hundred  j[100)  feet  long,  twenty  (20)  feet  wide,  and  twenty 
(20)  feet  high,  which,  constructed  of  our  home  manufactured  bricks, 
will  cost,  fitted  up  complete,  $3,000. 

There  should  be  a  shed  on  the  east  side  of  the  barn  yard  to  shelter 
from  the  weather  both  stock,  when  not  stabled,  and  farm  carts  and 
wagons  when  not  in  use,  and  a  manure  shed  near  the  centre  of  the 
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yard.     No  structures  of  the  kind,  however  plain,  if  made  sufficiently 
strong  and  extensive,  would  cost  less  than  |1,000. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  respective  sums  of  $3,000  and 
|1,000  be  asked  for  the  purposes  indicated. 

This  will  be  a  proper  connexion  in  which  to  mention  that  one-half 
of  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
'*  for  the  purchase  of  agricultural  and  horticultural  implements,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  the  grounds,  including  the  farm  and  garden,*' 
has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and  about  $2,000  expended 
during  the  past  summer  and  present  autumn  in  the  proper  enclosure 
and  subdivision  of  the  farm  by  fences,  and  in  the  purchase  of 
manures  and  implements  of  husbandry,  from  which  material  agri- 
cultural benefits  have  already  been  derived.  The  proper  expenditure 
of  this  appropriation  will  bring  parts  of  the  farm  heretofore  sterile, 
or  covered  with  a  slow  growth  of  shrubby  oaks  and  pines,  into  a  pro- 
ductive condition,  and  render  its  several  subdivisions  available,  in 
proper  rotation,  for  pasturing  and  varied  tillage,  and  much  more 
contributing  to  the  support  of  the  institution. 

The  excavation  of  the  cellar  of  the  hospital  continuation  and  the 
laying  of  the  foundation  walls,  commenced  last  autumn,  have  been 
completed ;  upwards  of  1,200,000  bricks  have  already  been  made 
since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  the  number  of  raw  bricks  on 
hand,  in  the  drying  sheds,  justifies  the  expectation  that  not  far  from 
2,000,000,  in  all,  will  have  been  made  at  its  close  ;  the  brown  stone 
facing  of  the  sub-basement  of  the  first  section  of  the  west  wing  and 
of  the  first  two  sections  of  the  east  wing,  has  been  cut  and  set,  and 
the  superstructure  of  bricks  carried  up  to  the  foot  of  the  second  story. 
Several  walls,  but  no  entire  section,  have  been  raised  "scafibld  high" 
above  the  foot  of  the  second  story,  and  two  have  been  carried  up  to 
the  foot  of  the  third.  The  facing  of  the  sub-basement  of  the  rear 
projection  of  the  centre  building  is  also  cut  and  set. 

In  the  manufacture  of  bricks  this  season,  and  in  the  erection  of  the 
hospital  continuation,  all  the  workmen  have  been  employed  whose 
services  could  be  obtained  at  fair  wages,  but  it  has  been  found  imprac- 
ticable to  obtain  a  number  more  than  sufficient  to  raise  the  walls  of 
the  principal  work  in  hand  by  the  close  of  the  present  season,  without 
advancing  their  wages  beyond  ruling  rates,  and  thereby  not  only 
damaging  other  interests,  private  and  public,  but  increasing  the  cost 
of  the  several  works  here  beyond  the  estimates.  It  having,  therefore, 
been  thought  unadvisable  to  commence  a  lesser  undertaking  to  the 
manifest  disadvantage  of  the  greater,  the  appropriation  of  $13,872, 
for  a  close  wall  to  surround  the  hospital  and  outbuildings,  remains  in 
the  treasury.  It  is  proposed  to  commence  this  work  early  the  next 
spring,  and  to  complete  it  before  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

If  the  remainder  of  the  building  season  should  be  mild,  the  three 
sections  of  the  wings  of  the  hospital  edifice,  now  under  way,  will  be 
roofed  in  before  its  close,  and  the  walls  of  the  center  building  so  far 
advanced  that  they  can  be  finished  and  covered,  in  the  spring,  before 
the  plasterers  have  completed  their  work  in  the  wings.  Thus  the 
final  completion  of  the  work  in  progress  may  not  be  at  all  postponed 


742  SEPOST   OF  THE 

bj  the  less  adyancement  than  could  have  been  desired,  made  this 
spring. 

The  number  of  public  patients  in  the  house  has  for  some  time  ex- 
ceeded the  rated  capacity  of  the  completed  portion  of  the  hospital 
edifice,  which  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  refuse,  or  discourage,  the 
admission  of  private  boarders.  It  will,  therefore,  continue  to  be  my 
aim  to  press  tne  present  continuation  of  the  hospital  edifice  to  comple- 
tion and  occupancy  with  all  the  despatch  that  is  consistent  with  econ- 
omy in  building  and  the  attainment  of  the  highest  architectural  and 
mechanical  results. 

The  work  now  in  progress  leaves  the  four  eastern  sections  of  the 
east  wing,  for  the  commencement  of  which  no  appropriation  has  yet 
been  made.     Their  erection  will  finish  the  entire  design. 

I  omit  several  weighty  considerations  which  might  be  urged  in  favor 
of  the  immediate  completion  of  the  uncommenced  remainder  of  the 
work,  apprehending  tiiat  in  view  of  the  great  reduction  in  the  public 
revenue  consequent  upon  the  present  extraordinary  commercial  stag- 
nation, you  may  hesitate  to  ask  for  appropriations  for  objects  whose 
further  prosecution  may  be  postponed  tor  a  time  without  very  serious 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  $15,000  be  asked  for 
the  heating  and  ventilation  of  the  central  edifice,  and  three  sections 
of  the  wings  now  building,  and  for  such  slight  modification  and  in- 
crease of  the  present  heating  apparatus  as  will  be  necessary  in  order 
to  connect  the  whole  work  together,  and  make  it  dependent  upon  one 
central  fire  and  one  central  motive  power.  It  is  proposed  to  neat  by 
steam  generated  in  boilers  placed  without  the  hospital  edifice,  and 
some  distance  from  it,  and  to  secure  an  efficient  ventilation  by  the  use 
of  a  large  fan  propelled  by  a  large  steam  engine.  This,  now  nearly 
everywhere  most  approved  and  adopted  system  for  the  thermal  ven- 
tilation of  large  public  buildings,  requires  a  variety  of  expensive  ma- 
ohinerv  and  apparatus,  but  neither  the  means  nor  results  are  uncertain, 
or  of  doubtful  utility.  Their  expensiveness,  as  compared  with  the  old 
modes  of  heating,  is  thought  to  be  amply  justified  by  the  increased 
comfort  and  salubrity  of  apartments  so  warmed  and  purified. 

The  study  of  this  subject  for  several  years,  and  some  experience  both 
in  putting  up  and  in  using  various  sorts  of  heating  apparatus,  might, 
perliaps,  justify  me  in  forwarding  my  own  unaided  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  work  here  required  ;  but  I  have  thought  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  the  department  for  me  to  corroborate  or  correct  it  by 
the  views  and  practice  of  intelligent  and  prudent  parties  prosecuting 
works  similar  to  that  in  which  we  are  engaged,  at  the  present  prices 
of  labor  and  materials,  and  upon  the  plans  most  approved  by  scien- 
tiflo  experience. 

I  find  that  the  estimated  cost  of  heating  and  ventilating  the  new 
Pennsylvania  hospital  for  the  insane,  now  in  process  of  erection,  in 
a  manner  similar  to  that  here  proposed,  is  |25,000,  and  that  a  con- 
tract has  been  entered  into  for  heating  and  ventilating  the  Michigan 
hospital  for  the  insane,  also  being  built  at  this  present  time,  for 
$23,000  ;  and  by  comparing  the  number  of  cubic  feet  to  be  heated  in 
the  several  cases,  I  find  that  $15,000  bears  nearly  the  same  relation 
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to  the  extent  of  the  portions  of  this  building  which  it  is  proposed  to 
warm  and  ventilate  lor  that  sum,  that  |25,000  and  |23,000  do,  re- 
spectively, to  the  extent  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Michigan  institutions. 

It  is  true  that  the  exemplary  estimates  just  cited  include  the  cost 
neither  of  the  boiler  and  fan  house,  subterranean  air  passages  to  the 
ventilating  chambers,  nor  brick  work  in  the  latter  ;  but  as  the  plan  of 
heating  proposed  has  been  in  contemplation  during  the  erection  of  the 
hospital  edifice  and  of  the  engine  and  gas  house,  a  portion  of  the 
necessary  room  for  boilers  and  ventilating  machinery,  and  appropri- 
ate arrangement  of  the  air  chambers,  have  been  anticipated  in  bmld* 
ing.  If,  therefore,  the  appropriation  here  asked  should  be  approved 
by  you  and  granted  by  Congress,  I  think  it  could  be  made  to  accom- 
plish the  work  required. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  NICHOLS, 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  ( 

Secretary  of  the  Inierior. 
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BEPOBT  OF  TIE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  GOIUHBU  INSTITUTIOll  FBE  THE  BEAF  iMB 

DDIB  AND  BLIND. 


(Columbia  Institution  fob  thb  Instbuchon  of  thb 

Dbaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind,  October  21,  1857. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  6th  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation 
and  an  order  of  the  board  of  directors,  I  proceed  to  report  to  you  the 
condition  of  this  institution  on  the  1st  day  of  July  last. 

To  make  this  report  at  all  satisfactory,  it  is  necessary  briefly  to 
revert  to  the  origin  of  the  institution.  In  the  year  1856  a  person, 
professing  to  be  a  teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind,  col- 
lected a  school  of  those  classes  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  which 
many  of  our  citizens  took  a  deep  interest.  A  number  of  them,  at  his 
request,  consented  to  act  as  directors  of  the  institution  for  their 
instruction,  which  he  proposed  to  establish.  Considerable  sams  of 
money  were  collected  by  him,  and  a  house  and  two-acre  lot  adjoining 
the  city  were  tendered  for  its  use.  Incidents  soon  occurred,  however, 
which  satisfied  the  directors  that  he  was  not,  in  temper,  character, 
or  other  qualifications,  a  proper  person  to  be  entrusted  with  the  care 
and  instruction  of  these  unfortunate  beings.  The  directors,  however, 
having  been  informed  that  there  were  about  seventy  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  the  blind  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upwards  of  thirty  of 
whom  were  of  a  teachable  age,  determined,  in  their  sympathy  for 
these  unfortunates,  to  proceed  with  the  enterprise,  and,  npon  their 
petition.  Congress  granted  an  act  of  incorporation. 

This  act  was  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors  on  the  23d  day  of 
February  last,  and  the  president  was  authorized  at  once  to  take 
charge  of  any  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  persons  found  at  that  time  in 
a  necessitous  or  suflering  condition  in  the  county  of  Washington  who 
might  properly  come  under  their  care. 

The  progress  of  the  institution  was  much  delayed  by  the  necessary 
absence  and  protracted  sickness  of  the  president,  as  well  as  by  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  suitable  superintendent,  matron,  and  teachers. 

On  the  16th  of  April  last  the  president,  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
of  the  board,  took  charge  of  five  destitute  mute  children,  who  had 
been  taken  by  judicial  proceedings  out  of  the  hands  of  the  person  be- 
fore alluded  to,  on  account  of  his  brutal  treatment  of  them,  and  these 
were  the  only  pupils  in  the  institution  on  the  first  of  July  last.  Tem- 
porary teachers  were  employed  to  teach  and  take  care  of  them,  and 
they  made  excellent  progress  in  reading  and  writing. 

After  much  correspondence,  and  visits  to  the  institutions  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  president  procured  the  services  of  E.  M. 
Gallaudet,  esq.,  as  superintendent,  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Gallaudet  as  ma- 
tron, a  son  and  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Gallaudet,  who  was  the 
first  to  introduce  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  into  the  United 
States. 

The  superintendent  was  authorized  to  employ  an  assistant  teacher 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  a  teayehet  for  the  blind. 
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The  salaries  were  fixed  as  follows,  viz :  superintendent,  one  thou- 
sand dollars  ;  matron,  three  hundred  ;  assistant  teacher  of  the  mutes, 
five  hundred,  and  the  teacher  of  the  blind,  three  hundred. 

Mr.  Gallaudet  entered  upon  his  duties  as  superintendent  on  the 
13th  day  of  June  last. 

Mrs.  Gallaudet,  the  matron,  entered  upon  her  duties  on  the  13th 
day  of  July  last. 

Mrs.  Eddy,  teacher  of  the  blind,  entered  upon  her  duties  on  the 
18th  day  of  June  last. 

The  assistant  teacher  of  the  mutes,  Mr.  Denison,  entered  upon  his 
duties  on  the  1st  day  of  August  last,  at  an  annual  salary  of  |300. 

No  money  had  been  received  into  the  treasury  of  the  institution 
prior  to  the  Ist  day  of  July  last,  as  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to 
ask  for  contributions  until  the  institution  was  fully  organized,  and 
the  government  allowance  for  the  five  pupils  under  temporary  teachers 
was  not  payable  until  after  that  date.  Prior  to  that  date  the  president 
had  advanced  to  the  superintendent  for  various  objects  |345,  which  the 
latter  accounted  for  on  the  1st  of  July,  having  tnen  in  hand  |16  54. 
Before  the  superintendent  took  charge  of  the  institution  the  president 
had  paid  out  on  its  account  |133  68  in  cash,  and  he  subsequently 
furnished  it  with  articles  of  the  value  of  |74  10. 

Whole  debt  due  the  president $?>02  78 

Due  the  secretary  for  furniture,  provisions,  &c 299  70 

There  were  also  due  to  sundry  persons  on  the  Ist  July 
last,  for  groceries,  meats,  dry  goods,  furniture,  horse 

feed,  wood,  &c 302  75 

There  are  also  some  bills  not  rendered,  believed  not  to 
exceed 100  00 

Total  debts  on  the  1st  July  last 1,205  23 


Much  of  the  third  item  has  been  paid  out  of  moneys  received  since 
the  Ist  of  July,  but  nothing  has  been  paid  on  the  first,  second,  or 
fourth  items. 

All  receipts  are  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and 
drawn  out  by  the  president's  checks  in  favor  of  the  superintendent, 
who  pays  all  claims  against  the  institution,  and  renders  his  accounts 
quarterly.  Most  of  the  foregoing  debt  was  contracted  for  the  payment 
of  the  temporary  teachers  and  support  of  the  five  pupils,  for  a  horse 
and  light  wagon  for  the  use  of  the  superintendent,  for  beds  and  bed- 
ding, household  and  kitchen  furniture,  and  articles  necessary  to  fit 
the  institution  for  the  reception  of  pupils. 

Since  the  1st  of  July  nine  additional  pupils  have  been  admitted, 
chargeable  to  the  government,  and  one  whose  maintenance  is  paid  for 
by  her  parents,  making  fifteen  in  all.  Of  these  eleven  are  deaf  and 
dumb,  and  four  are  blind. 

A  portion  of  the  pupils  are  clothed  by  their  parents.  The  means 
k  of  the  institution  are  at  present  as  follows,  viz : 
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The  allowance  by  Congress  for  the  maintenance  and  tuition  of  four- 
teen indigent  pupils,  at  |160  per  annum  each,  payable 
quarterly,  making  per  annum $2,100  00 

One  paying  pupil,  at  same  price 150  00 

One  subscription  of  |200  per  year,  and  four  for  |100  per 
year,  all  payable  quarterly,  for  five  years,  yielding  per 
annum 600  00 

Two  subscriptions  of  |100  each  for  one  year,  payable 

quarterly 200  00 

•Some  small  subscriptions 50  00 

3,100  00 


A  small  portion  of  these  subscriptions  is  supposed  to  be  unavailable. 

It  was  not  doubted  that  the  voluntary  contributions  of  citizens  in 
aid  of  the  bounty  of  the  government  would  afford  an  ample  support 
to  the  institution  ;  but  thus  far  the  directors  have  been  disappointed. 
Further  aid  will  doubtless  be  obtained  from  that  quarter  ;  but  it  would 
much  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  institution  to  rely,  especially  under 
existing  circumstances^  on  a  source  so  precarious. 

It  may  be  anticipated  that  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  institution 
will  be  largely  increased,  and  their  labor  may  be  made  to  lessen  the 
cost  of  their  support ;  but  the  increase  of  numbers  is  uncertain,  and 
it  is  certain  that  their  labor  can  afford  at  present  very  little  aid. 
Little  can  be  saved  out  of  the  |150  per  year,  after  paying  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  pupil,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  teachers  and  incidental 
expenses.  If  the  number  of  pupils  were  very  large,  as  in  most  of  the 
State  institutions^  the  comparative  cost  of  maintaining  each  one  would 
be  less  than  where  there  are  few  in  number,  and  the  little  saved  upon 
each  would  form  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and  ^cidental 
expenses. 

Here,  however,  the  number  of  pupils  for  some  time  to  come  most 
be  small,  and,  as  elsewhere,  almost  all  of  them  will  be  chargeable 
upon  the  government ;  and  where  the  government  undertakes  to  be 
charitable,  its  charities  should  be  commensurate  with  the  object.  An 
annual  appropriation,  not  exceeding  the  salary  of  a  single  auditor  of 
the  government,  in  aid  of  the  present  allowance  would  meet  all  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  place  the  institution  above  the  danger  of  embar- 
rassment. 

The  mere  teaching  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  and  the  blind  in  letters 
and  science  is  not  the  only  appropriate  object  of  such  an  institution. 
Few  of  them  are  able  from  an  education  limited  to  those  objects  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  earn  an  honorable  subsistence.  To  qualify 
them  to  become  useful  members  of  society,  instead  of  being  a  burden 
upon  it,  the  male  mutes  must  be  taught  manual  labor  in  farming, 
gardening,  or  some  trade.  Of  all  occupations,  farming  and  garden- 
ing are  most  appropriate  to  their  condition,  and  most  cheaply  taught 
to  them. 

The  lot  of  two  acres  presented  to  the  institution  is  insufficient  for 
this  purpose,  especially  after  deducting  the  space  occupied  by  the 
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buildings  and  the  necessary  yards.  To  give  scope  to  the  horticultural 
and  agricultural  industry  of  the  pupils,  from  thirty  to  fifty  acres 
should  be  attached  to  the  institution. 

The  female  mutes  are  competent  to  all  indoor  occupations  appro- 
priate to  their  sex.  But  the  capacity  of  the  blind  to  earn  subsistence 
IS  much  more  limited.  There  are  few  handicraft  occupations  they  are 
able  to  pursue,  and  those  are  not  of  a  very  productive  nature.  Prob- 
ably, from  the  constant  and  intense  exercise  of  the  ear,  they  generally 
have  a  great  taste  for  music.  Many  of  them  are  competent  to  make 
first  rate  performers  on  the  organ  and  other  instruments  of  music, 
and,  if  properly  taught,  might  command  liberal  compensation  for  the 
exercise  of  their  skill.  At  present  this  institution  has  no  means  of 
instruction  in  instrumental  music. 

The  house  presented  to  the  institution  is  insufficient  under  any 
arrangement  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pupils  and  their  teachers. 
It  has  been  fitted  up  for  school  rooms  and  sleeping  rooms  for  the  male 
pupils  and  the  assistant  teacher,  and  a  house  and  out  buildings  on  an 
adjoining  lot  have  been  rented,  at  |300  per  annum,  for  sleeping  rooms 
for  the  female  pupils,  the  superintendent,  matron,  and  teacher  of  the 
blind,  embracing  also  a  dining  room,  kitchen,  carriage  house,  and 
stable.  It  is  very  desirable  to  obtain  the  means  of  accommodating 
the  entire  institution  under  one  roof;  but  there  is  no  hope  of  accom- 
plishing that  end  at  present  without  the  aid  of  the  government. 

The  officers  and  directors  of  this  institution  give  their  money  and 
time  gratuitously  to  its  service  without  motive  of  any  personal  ad- 
vantage, direct  or  indirect ;  and  if  the  ends  in  view  can  be  better 
attained  by  some  other  location  of  the  institution,  such  a  change 
will  meet  their  cordial  approval. 

Annexed  is  a  communication  from  the  superintendent,  marked  A, 
containing  brief  statistics  of  certain  State  institutions,  which  is  sub- 
mitted as  part  of  this  report. 

With  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL, 

President^  dkc. 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Seeretary  of  the  IrUerior. 


Columbia  iNSTrrunoN  for  the  Instruction  op  the 

Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind, 

Washington^  October  20,  1857. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  transmit  the  follow- 
ing statistics  in  regard  to  several  institutions  for  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  for  the  blind  in  this  country. 

The  New  York  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes  has  erected  buildings  at 
a  cost  of  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  has  about 
forty  acres  of  land,  the  price  for  which  was  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollars.     The  expense  of  the  buildings  and  of  the  land  has 
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been  met  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  property  owned  and  formerly 
occupied  by  the  institution,  by  appropriations  from  the  legislature, 
and  by  loans,  the  responsibility  of  which  the  State  has  now  assumed. 

The  St^te  pays  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  each  of  its 
beneficiaries,  and  has  since  1834  made  an  additional  annual  appro- 
priation of  five  thousand  dollars  for  general  expenses.  The  pupils 
are  clothed  by  the  respective  counties  from  which  they  come,  and  the 
cost  of  maintaining  and  instructing  each  is  one  hundred  and  eighty* 
fi^e  dollars  per  annum.    The  number  of  pupils  is  over  three  hundred. 

The  American  Asylum  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  at  Hartford,  Conn. ,  has 
about  twenty  acres  of  land,  but  a  removal  to  larger  grounds,  and  the 
erection  of  new  buildings  at  no  distant  day  is  contemplated. 

This  institution  has  a  fund  of  about  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  being  the  amount  received  for  lands  donated  by  Congress  a 
number  of  years  since.  The  maintenance  and  tuition  of  pupils  costs 
one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  each  per  annum.  The  number  of 
pupils  is  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  Virginia  Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind  has  exten- 
sive grounds  and  fine  buildings;  it  has  been  sustained  from  the 
outset  by  State  appropriations.  Each  pupil  costs  the  institution 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  annum. 

The  Indiana  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes  has  erected  buildings  at  an 
expense  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  fifteen 
thousand  more  is  required  to  complete  them.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  surround  the  edifice,  and  five  thousand  dollars 
has  been  expended  in  improving  and  ornamenting  them.  The  insti- 
tution has  Deen  wholly  supported  by  the  State,  and  all  deaf  mute 
residents  of  a  teachable  age,  whether  poor  or  rich,  are  free  to  enjoy 
its  privileges.  The  annual  expense  for  each  pupil  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  Illinois  Institution  for  Deaf  Mutes  has  nearly  finished  its 
buildings.  The  last  addition  cost  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  and 
will  require  a  further  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  to  render  it  com- 
plete. The  State  has  provided  all  the  means  for  this  institution  ;  the 
expenses  amount  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  a  year  per  pupil. 

The  Wisconsin  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  is  endeavoring 
to  enlarge  its  buildings  and  grounds,  and  asks  about  forty  thousand 
dollars  n-om  the  legislature  for  that  purpose.  The  cost  per  pupil  is 
not  far  from  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

In  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  the  cost  for  each  pupil  is  about  the 
same  ;  both  of  these  asylums  are  maintained  by  the  State,  and  afford 
a  gratuitous  support  and  education  to  the  rich  and  poor  indiscrimi- 
nately. 

The  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  the  Blind 
obtained  an  appropriation  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  from  the 
last  legislature,  and  is  now  erecting  buildings,  the  cost  of  which, 
when  finished,  will  exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  insti- 
tution has  ninety  acres  of  land. 

The  State  of  Texas  has  granted  a  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land 
to  its  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  proceeds  of  which  will 
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richly  provide  for  all  the  wants  of  the  deaf  and  damh  in  that  com- 
monwealth for  many  years  to  come. 

Nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  of  the  above  named  institutions  have 
received  from  their  respective  legislatures  more  or  less  frequently,  in 
addition  to  what  is  regularly  granted,  extra  appropriations,  for  fur- 
niture, school  apparatus,  incidental  expenses,  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  the  like. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  GALLAUDET, 

SuperifUenderU 
Hon.  Amos  Kendall, 

Prendeni  Columbia  InstittUionj  dkc.,  dkc. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WARDEN  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the 

Penitentiary  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 

Washington  City,  November j'i  85*1. 

Sir  :  The  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia respectfully  submit  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the 
accompanying  reports  of  the  warden,  clerk,  physician,  matron,  and 
chaplain.     These  reports  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  past  year.     The  report 
of  the  warden  also  discusses  several  matters  which,  in  one  form  or 
another,  have  been  frequently  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
inspectors  since  their  connexion  with  the  administration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  penitentiary.     The  difficulties  which  attach  to  the  profitable 
employment  of  the  convicts  are  set  forth  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the 
warden.     Some  of  them,  as  you  will  perceive,  are  of  a  permanent 
nature,  and  must  continue  so  long  as  the  penitentiary  is  located  as  it 
is  now,  and  with  its  present  accommodations.     In  addition  to  the 
many  difficulties  which  attend  the  profitable  employment  of  convicts 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,   this  penitentiary  labors 
under  the  special  disadvantages  of  want  of  room  and  almost  total 
inadequacy  of  the  buildings  already  constructed  to  accommodate 
profitable  labor.    With  the  present  contracted  and  insufficient  accom- 
modations, it  is  almost  next  to  impossible  to  introduce  a  system  of 
labor  which  promises  with  certainty  to  support  by  its  earnings  the 
establishment.     More  especially  is  this  the  case  if  the  labor  is  to  be 
under  the  management  and  direction  of  the  officers  of  the  peniten- 
tiary.    The  difficulties  attending  the  purchase  of  the  raw  material, 
and  the  sale  of  the  manufactured  article,  are  set  forth  at  length  in  the 
report  of  the  warden.     These  difficulties,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
will  perhaps  always  exist  so  long  as  these  two  operations  are  per- 
formed by  the  officers  connected  with  the  penitentiary.     The  only 
way  by  which  they  can  be  eflectually  obviated  is  the  contract  system. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  accommodations  are  too  meagre  for  the 
employment  of  anything  like  the  entire  force  of  the  convicts  in  such 
branches  of  business  as  would  be  selected  by  contractors.    The  present 
contractor,  although  somewhat  crowded,  and  never  employing  more 
than  ten  convicts,  occupies  more  than  one-third  of  the  available  room 
of  the  establishment. 

The  United  States  having  recently  purchased  the  land  adjoining 
the  penitentiary  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  arsenal  grounds, 
the  subject  must  necessarily  shortly  come  before  Congress,  whether 
the  penitentiary  will  be  suffered  to  remain  where  it  is  now  located. 

In  the  event  of  a  determination  to  construct  other  buildings  at  a 
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different  place  for  the  parages  of  a  penitentiary,  due  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  policy  of  constructing  a  sufficient  number  of 
buildings,  with  proper  facilities  and  conveniences  for  the  profitable 
employment  of  the  convicts.  It  might  perhaps  also  be  well  worth 
the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  such  new  penitentiary  should 
not  be  made  of  such  dimensions  as  would  accommodate  all  persons 
convicted  in  the  different  States  and  Territories  of  such  offences 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  are  punished  by  confinement 
at  hard  labor.  There  are  now  in  the  penitentiary  several  persons 
who  have  been  convicted  in  the  States  of  offences  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  The  sum  paid  by  the  United  States  to  eighteen 
States  and  Territories  during  tne  years  1856  and  1856  for  the  keeping 
of  this  class  of  prisoners  amounted  to  more  than  thirty  thousand 
dollars.  Those  convicts  could  be  kept  and  maintained  in  a  properly 
constructed  penitentiary  in  this  District  at  little  or  no  cost.  If,  now- 
ever,  it  is  intended  to  continue  the  penitentiary  at  its  present  location, 
there  are  several  improvements  which  should  at  once  be  made,  some 
of  which  are  indicated  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  warden, 
and  others  mentioned  in  former  ones.  These  improvements  are  de- 
manded for  the  purpose  of  making  the  penitentiary  secure,  for  dimin- 
ishing the  expense  of  heating  and  lighting  the  same,  and  for  the 
safety  of  the  inmates  in  case  of  fire. 

The  inspectors  are  favorably  disposed  towards  the  system  which  ha,s 
been  successfully  introduced  mto  other  prisons  of  allowing  in  some 
form,  and  under  certain  circumstances,  the  convict  an  interest  in  his 
labor.  They  believe  such  a  system  would  result  advantageously  to 
all  parties.  The  United  States  would  secure  a  greater  amount  of 
work  in  a  better  form  and  style.  Of  course  the  interest  of  the  con- 
vict should  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  amount  of  his  work,  and  also 
upon  the  propriety  of  his  conduct.  This  system  thus  becomes  of  itself 
a  means  of  reformation,  and  a  useful  instrument  of  discipline.  Its 
reforming  power  would  reach  beyond  the  prison  bounds,  and  often 
prevent  the  commission  of  subsequent  offences.  The  discharged  con- 
vict would  not  go  forth  penniless,  the  ready  victim  of  any  demon  pas- 
sion. The  pittance  which  faithful  labor  and  good  conduct  have  earned 
him  is  living,  present  proof  to  him  at  least,  outcast  as  he  is,  that 
there  is  something  of  virtue  in  him  yet,  and  that  in  the  exercise  of  it 
there  is  reward. 

Although  the  authority  of  the  inspectors  to  adopt  the  aforesaid  sys- 
tem has  been  doubted,  yet  they  have  ventured  lately  to  do  so  in  a  par- 
tial form.  It  has  not  been  tried  long  enough  to  furnish  as  yet  any 
certain  results,  although  they  doubt  not  but  that  its  working  will  be 
all  that  has  been  claimed  for  it. 

The  actual  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  convicts  (which  includes 
provisions,  clothing,  bedding,  fuel,  lights,  medicine,  and  all  inciden- 
tal expenses  of  the  establishment)  for  the  past  year  amounted  to 
|6,086  54. 

For  the  same  time  the  profits  of  convict  labor  amounted  to 
$1,718  80.  The  average  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  each  convict, 
independent  of  the  pronts  of  his  labor,  amounted  to  22^  cents  per 
day.     The  inspectors,  after  a  most  careful  examination  of  the  subject, 
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feel  constrained  to  say  that  if  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  keep 
up  to  the  late  rates,  there  is  bat  bttle  prospect  of  any  material  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  convicts.  They  know  of  no  article 
lately  supplied  whose  use  could  with  propriety  be  abandoned.  The 
cost  of  the  sugar  consumed  in  the  penitentiary  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  $525  65 ;  that  of  tobacco  to  |116  25.  Toe  latter  article, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  physician,  has  been  used  as  an  incentive 
to  good  conduct  and  fiiithful  labor.  The  use  of  the  former,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  inspectors,  ought  not  to  be  abandoned,  especially  when 
the  kind  of  tea  and  coffSoe  used  by  the  convicts  is  taken  into  consid- 
eration. Both  of  these  articles  are  used  in  many  if  not  most  of  the 
penitentiaries  of  the  United  States.  It  is  but  due  to  the  warden  to 
state  that  he  has  been  constant  in  his  efforts  to  reduce  to  the  lowest 

Eossible  rate  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  convicts.  The  inspectors 
ope,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  increase  the 
profits  to  be  derived  from  convict  labor.  They  believe  that  is  pos- 
sible, even  with  the  present  inferior  accommodations,  and  to  that  end 
will  make  every  effort. 

The  inspectors  beg  leave  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  to  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  chaplain  in  relation  to 
a  supply  of  new  books. 

The  inspectors  have  determined  upon  an  entire  revision  of  the  rules 
governing  the  penitentiary.  There  has  been  no  thorough  revision 
of  these  rales  since  1849.  The  regulations  adopted  since  that  time 
are  scattered  throughout  the  journal  of  the  inspectors.  It  is  the  pur- 
pose of  the  present  inspectors  to  bring  together  in  a  suitable  form  all 
such  as  are  needful  and  proper,  and  repeal  all  others.  When  that  is 
done,  they  will  be  presented  to  you  for  your  consideration  and 
approval. 

The  inspectors,  having  been  but  recently  appointed,  have  not  had 
sufficient  time  fully  to  test  all  the  plans  they  have  discussed  and 
arranged.  Some  of  them  are  now  in  progress,  and  others  are  under 
advisement.  Whatever  may  be  their  result  will  be  communicated 
hereafter. 

The  inspectors  feel  that  it  is  but  due  to  the  warden  to  state*  that 
since  their  connexion  with  the  penitentiary  he  has  discharged  his 
various  duties  in  an  intelligent  and  satisfactory  manner. 

PETER  FORCE, 
GEORGE  PARKER, 
ROB'T  OULD, 

Ifispectors. 
Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  oj  the  Interior. 
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Ofpicb  United  States  Penitentiary, 
Washington  City,  JD.  (7.,  October  1,  1857. 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  forward  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
placed  before  the  honorable  Jaoob  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  September 
30,  1857. 
Very  respectfully^  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  THORNLEY,  Warden. 
Hon,  Board  op  Inspbctobs, 

United  States  Penitentiary ,  D.  C. 


Oppicb  United  States  Penitentiary, 
Washington  Oity,  D.  O.,  October  1, 1857. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  detail  of  the  business  transac- 
tions of  this  institution  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1857, 
and  the  reports  of  the  clerk,  physician,  chaplain,  and  matron. 

The  Cash  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  is  $13,132  50,  amply  suf- 
ficient for  its  support  and  maintenance  during  the  residue  of  the  fiscal 

By  reference  to  the  journal  of  convicts,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  num- 
ber confined  at  the  close  of  the  last  year  was  seventy-two,  since  which 
time  thirty-one  have  been  received,  twenty-four  discharged  by  expira- 
tion of  term  of  sentence,  three  pardoned,  and  one  has  died,  leaving 
seventy-five  now  in  confinement. 

I  now  propose,  briefly  and  separately,  to  review  the  several  depart- 
ments of  labor  and  the  subjects  appertaining  to  this  prison. 

The  Shoe  Factory  is  the  only  branch  of  business  conducted  on 
account  of  this  prison.  The  number  of  convicts  employed  in  this  de- 
partment is  forty,  of  these  only  two  learned  the  trade  prior  to  their 
commitments ;  they,  with  eight  others  who  learned  it  here,  may  be 
rated  as  passable  workmen ;  eighteen  others  are  second  and  third 
class  ;  and  some  are  Worthless,  on  account  of  age,  sickness,  and  per- 
verseness  of  disposition.  Leather  has  commanded  extraordinary 
prices  during  the  past  year ;  in  1852, 1853, 1854,  and  1855,  sole  leather 
averaged  twenty- two  (22)  cents  per  pound,  and  calf  skins  twenty-five 
(|25)  dollars  per  dozen;  we  now  pay  forty-one  (41)  cents  for  leather, 
and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($37  50)  for  calf  skins ;  and  in 
the  years  first  named  shoes  averaged  one  dollar  and  thirty-five  (|1  36) 
cents  ;  they  now  average  one  dollar  and  sixty-five  (|1  65)  cents ;  thus 
showing,  whilst  leather  has  advanced  more  than  sixty-eight  per  cent., 
the  price  of  the  manufactured  articles  has  advanced  about  twenty-two 
per  cent.  only.  The  discrepancy  in  the  ratio  of  advancement  is  not 
peculiar  to  the  business  and  place,  but  demonstrates  the  settled  prin- 
cipal of  trade — that  profits  on  retailed  goods  do  not  increase  in  pro. 

48 
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1855,  of  |7,186  92,  incurred  for  the  purchase  of  leather,  being  in  ad- 
diiian  to  the  annual  appropriations  for  support,  &c.  There  is  now 
due  this  institution  on  account  of  sales  made  prior  to  the  change  of 
system  alluded  to  about  |5,000  most  of  which  has  been  standing 
for  such  a  long  time  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  identify  the  par- 
ties indebted ;  howeyer,  all  legal  means  are  being  used  to  collect  the 
available  part  of  this  amount. 

The  present  system. — In  April,  1854,  what  is  termed  the  cash  sys- 
tem— but,  in  fact,  a  plan  of  trading — was  introduced,  as  shown  in  my 
annual  reports  of  1855  and  1856.  That  is,  individuals  furnish  raw  mate- 
rial (leather,)  and  take  in  payment,  as  far  as  practicable,  manufactured 
foods,  (boots  and  shoes,)  at  the  current  market  prices,  which  they 
ispose  of  without  commission  from,  or  risk  of  loss  to,  this  institution. 
K  this  instittUion  had  a  cash  capitaiy  raw  material  could  doubtless 
be  purchased  on  much  more  favorable  terms  than  by  either  of  the 
systems  alluded  to;  yet  it  is  my  opinion,  based  on  a  long  experience  of 
the  mode  of  conducting  business  in  this  District,  that  the  manufac- 
tured goods  could  not  be  sold  for  cash  without  a  considerable  deduc- 
tion from  the  current  market  price,  from  the  fact  that  business  trans- 
actions here  are  in  mercantile  notes  of  three,  four  and  six  months,  as 
the  case  may  be  ;  consequently,  should  the  capital  be  furnished,  yet 
the  goods  to  be  sold  advantageously  must  be  disposed  of  on  time,  at 
the  risk  of  the  institution. 

The  embarrassments  growing  out  of  the  mode  of  transacting  the  pecu- 
niary affairs  of  this  institution  are  net  the  only  causes  why  it  fails  to 
support  itself  by  the  labor  of  the  convicts — there  are  many  other  reasons 
assignable: 

1st.  The  want  of  profitable  employment  for  the  convicts  who  are 
committed  for  short  periods ;  they  are  generally  unacquainted  with 
the  use  of  mechanical  tools,  their  principal  employment  prior  to  incar- 
ceration being  laborers  and  house  servants ;  they,  too,  are  notorious  for 
idleness,  viciousness  and  perverseness  of  disposition.  There  are  now 
in  this  prison  twenty  who  are  sentenced  for  two  years  or  less.  Know- 
ing their  imprisonment  is  to  be  of  short  duration,  and  having  no  idea 
of  following  shoemaking  for  a  livelihood  on  being  released,  they  man- 
ifest but  little  disposition  to  learn  the  trade ;  in  fact,  it  would  require 
all  their  time  to  learn  it,  if  they  had  the  inclination. 

2d.  The  contractedness  of  the  prison  and  yards,  and  deficiency  of 
u?orkshops, — There  is  but  one  building  suitable  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses, in  which  all  the  convicts  are  employed,  except  yard  hands  and 
those  engaged  in  cooking,  baking,  &c.  This  sparseness  of  workshops 
compels  the  necessity  of  sending  each  newly  committed  convict  to  that 
building,  many  of  whom,  though  sentenced  for  a  long  period,  are 
inapt  at  learning  the  shoe  business,  and  who,  in  their  efforts  to  master 
it,  damage  the  material  to  such  an  extent  that  the  shoes  cannot  be  sold 
for  the  first  cost  of  the  stock;  that  some  of  these  men  might  be  profit- 
ably employed  in  other  business  had  the  government  a  more  extensive 
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iostitution,  more  buildings  and  machinery,  there  cannot  be  anj  ques- 
tion ;  yet  these  men,  though  valueless,  have  to  be  fed,  clothed,  and 
nursed  when  sick. 

3d.  Convicts  are  detached  to  work  about  the  Prison. — Several  con- 
victs are  employed  in  cooking,  baking,  cleansing  prison  cells^  &c., 
whom,  thougn  constantly  employed,  do  not  produce  anything  saleable, 
consequently  no  credit  is  given  for  their  labor,  and  yet  the  expense  of 
keeping,  feeding,  &c.,  is  chargeable  to  the  institution.  This  is  sub- 
stantially true  with  the  female  convicts ;  they,  too,  are  incessantly  em- 

loyed  in  washing  for  the  male  prisoners,  yet  there  is  little  or  no 

irect  return  from  their  labor. 


I 


4th.  Fdice  Force. — This,  though  not  a  legitimate  charge,  yet,  in 
making  an  aggregate  of  expenses,  it  is  included.  In  reviewing  this 
subject,  it  should  DC  borne  in  mind  that  they  are  as  essential  to  crim- 
inal jurisprudence  in  retaining  as  others  are  in  detecting  and  bringing 
to  justice  oflfenders.  The  number  of  police  cannot,  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy y  be  regulated  by  the  number  of  convicts,  for  there  are  certain 
posts  to  be  guarded  and  certain  duties  to  be  performed,  whether  the 
number  be  great  or  small.  The  attaches,  inspectors,  warden,  clerk, 
physician,  and  chaplain,  too,  are  required  to  oe  present,  yet,  with  a 
very  little  difference  in  time,  they  could  perform  their  respective  du- 
ties, though  the  convicte  were  treble  what  they  now  are. 

It  has  been  my  greatest  desire  to  have  this  institution  support  itself 
by  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  but  it,  in  common  with  other  prisons,  has 
failed.  By  reference  to  reports  now  before  me,  I  find  that  the  excess 
of  expenditures  over  income  in  the— 

Massachusetts  prison,  in  1855,  was $11,695  91 

Sing  Sing,  New  York,  1856 14,088  88 

Clinton,  ''  1856 16,932  00 

Maryland,  1856 13,318  30 

Eastern   Pennsylvania,   1857 24,728  40 

Many  of  these  prisons  have  steam  engines  and  substantial  machinery; 
they  also  contract  the  labor  of  their  convicts  at  an  average  of  50 
cents  per  day.  Some  of  these  prisons  are  paid  by  the  national  gov- 
ernment for  the  safe  keeping  of  prisoners  convicted  of  oflfences  against 
it  and  have  the  benefit  of  their  labor  in  addition.  In  connexion  with 
this  subject,  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  report, 
heretofore  alluded  to,  made  by  the  Hon.  H.  Mann.  He  states  **  that 
this  penitentiary  was  designed  for  that  class  of  convicts  who  might  be 
punishable  with  imprisonment  at  labor  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  convicts  of  the  United  States  are  imprisoned  in  the  dif- 
ferent States  where  convicted  at  great  expense  to  the  general  govern- 
ment." That  this  was  the  original  intention  there  is  no  doubt,  in 
establishing  this  institution,  yet  it  is  too  contracted  to  prove  profitable 
for  the  employment  of  a  large  number  of  convicts,  as  already  shown. 
Of  the  number  confined,  four  were  committed  by  United  States  courts 
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outside  the  limits  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  aud  of  the  remainder, 
many,  though  sentenced  in  the  courts  of  this  District,  were  non-resi- 
dents, being  induct  here  by  the  influx  of  strangers  having  inter- 
course with  the  national  government. 

Furnace, — The  amount  (|4,00e)  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
erection  of  a  furnace  to  heat  this  building  has  not  yet  been  expended, 
owing  to  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  your  immediate  predecessor 
that  the  vacant  squares  north  of  the  prison  would  be  purchased  by 
the  United  States  and  attached  to  the  United  States  arsenal,  thereby 
enclosing  this  prison  within  the  limits  of  the  arsenal  grounds,  (this 
purchase  has  since  been  made  ;}  consequently,  this  amount  remains  in 
the  treasury  undrawn. 

Fire  apparatus, — On  reference  to  my  annual  reports  of  1854  and 
1855,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  building  is  not  fire-proof,  nor  supplied 
in  any  manner  with  a  fire  engine  or  apparatus. 

The  Hospital  attached  to  the  institution  has  been  closed  since 
September  1855,  owing  to  its  insecurity  for  the  safekeeping  of  prison- 
ers ;  fortunately,  we  have  not  been  visited  with  any  serious  disease  ab- 
solutely requiring  the  use  of  it,  the  principal  sickness  being  ulcers, 
rheumatism,  pains,  &c.  The  only  death  which  has  occurred  since  my 
last  report  was  that  of  Joseph  Brown  ;  his  was  a  disease  of  the  heart. 
In  reference  to  the  health  of  the  prison,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you 
to  the  annexed  statement  of  the  attending  physician.  Dr.  A.  Y.  P. 
Garnett. 

The  Library  contains  a  few  and  much  worn  volumes  ;  attention  has 
been  called  to  its  condition  by  the  late  chaplain ;  in  his  last  report  he 
asks:  '' How  could  a  few  hundred  dollars  be  more  advantageously 
appropriated  than  in  purchasing  books  for  the  elevation  of  these  un- 
fortunate outcasts  of  numan  society?"  For  myself,  I  know  that  a 
more  agreeable  and  useful  present  could  not  be  given  than  that  of  a 
well  selected  library.  I  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  the  annexed 
report  of  the  present  chaplain,  Kev.  Mr.  Sipes,  touching  this  subject. 

The  Task  System. — However  desirable  it  may  be  that  the  convicts 
should  sustain  themselves  by  their  labor,  yet  this  is  not  the  sole  object 
for  which  the  '^  Penitentiary  System"  was  established  ;  its  design  was 
three  fold:  to  prevent  crime  by  intimidation,  to  relieve  society  from 
the  vicious,  idle  and  worthless,  and  to  endeavor  to  inculcate  princi- 

{)les  of  industry  by  requiring  the  convict  to  support  himself  by  his 
abor,  and  thereby  prepare  himself  to  mingle  in  society,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  sentence,  a  thrifty  and  better  man.  The  cruelties  and  lewd 
improprieties  of  the  ancient  regime  in  prisons  have  given  way  to 
a  more  mild  but  equally  rigid  enforcement  of  discipline.  Incarcera- 
tion does  not  annul  thought,  nor  does  it  deprive  the  incarcerated  of 
that  perception  which  enables  him  to  distinguish  between  necessity 
and  revenge.  The  former  (necessity)  seldom  fails  to  carry  with  it  a 
conviction  which,  however  disagreeable,  is  acquiesced  in  by  the  many, 
while  the  latter  (revenge)  when  indulged  in,  but  hardens  the  heart 
and  fails  to  achieve  its  important  design.     Having  this  object  re/oT" 
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nuUion  in  view,  and  to  incite  to  good  behavior  and  assiduity,  the  in- 
troduction of  the  task  system  and  the  allowing  each  conyict  a  pro-ratio 
of  his  earnings,  in  my  jud^ent,  would  prove  beneficial  not  only  to 
the  prisoners  but  to  the  institution ;  that  he  would  do  more  and  better 
work  when  actuated  by  hope  of  reward  than  when  compelled  by  fear 
of  punishment  is  natural ;  true,  there  are  some  whose  dispositions  are 
such  that  this  and  all  other  attempts  at  reformation  will  prove  futile  ; 
but  the  incorrigibleness  of  the  few  should  not  deprive  the  many  of 
the  advantages  of  this  plan.  At  present^  when  a  convict  is  discharged 
he  receives  but  two  dollars  in  casn.  How  discouraging  it  must  be  to 
him  who  has  been  a  faithful  laborer,  and  whose  conduct  has  been  uni^ 
versally  good,  to  leave  the  prison  on  an  equal  footing  (pecuniarily) 
with  one  who  has  been  idle,  worthless,  and  bad  ;  that  there  should  be 
some  discrimination,  a  something  to  buoy  up  the  reformed  in  buffeting 
the  prejudices  of  the  world,  is  but  humane. 

The  discipline  has  been  generally  adhered  to  by  the  convicts  during 
the  past  year.  My  experience  demonstrates  that  kind  but  positive 
admonitions  makes  a  more  durable  impression  than  harsh  expressions^ 
accompanied  with  corporal  punishment.  Solitary  confinement,  with 
bread  and  water,  is  far  preferable  and  more  successful  in  subduing 
the  stubborn  heart  than  a  resort  to  the  lash  ;  the  latter  causes  resist- 
ance and  initiates  an  irritation  which  officers  are  liable  to  be  swayed 
by,  whilst  the  former  gives  the  culprit  time  to  reflect  upon  his  help- 
less condition.  Occasionally,  it  is  true,  we  are  compelled  to  resort  to 
extreme  measures,  principally  with  the  wayward  and  young,  who 
have  been  permitted  by  mistaken  parents  to  indulge  their  inclinations 
without  restraint. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the 
officers  and  guards  attached  to  this  institution  for  their  zeal  and  assi- 
duty  in  executing  their  responsible  and  arduous  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  THOBNLEY, 

Warden  U.  8.  PenUentiary. 

Hon.  Jacob  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 
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Officb  Unitbd  Statbb  Pbnitentiart, 
October  1,  1857. 
Sib:  I  herewith  sahmit  statements  showing  the  financial  operations 
of  this  institution  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857,  and 
for  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1858  ;  also, 
statements  exhibiting  the  transactions  of  the  different  departments  of 
the  prison  during  the  year  ending  September  30, 1857 ;  and  a  journiJ 
of  convicts,  showing  the  number  confined  September  30,  1856,  the 
number  received,  discharged,  pardoned,  &c.,  during  the  year  ;  their 
age,  sex,  color,  employment,  place  of  nativity,  terms  of  sentence,  &c. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  FRASER, 
Cleric  U.  8.  PenUefdiary,  D.  C. 
Thomas  Thornlbt,  Esq., 

Warden  O.  8.  PmUenJtiary. 


United  8tate8  Peniientiaryj  District  of  OclwfMaj  in  cuxxnint  with  thB 
treasury  cfthe  United  8taiesfor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1857. 


Dft. 

To  MMieeiii  banda  of  the  warden,  July  1, 1856 

To  appropriatioB  by  CongreM  for  officers*  regular  ■alaries 

To  tpproprtadon  by  Cong  rest  for  20  per  eenc.  addidonal  pay 

To  appropriation  by  CongroM  for  inapectora'  salaries 

To  appropriation  by  Congress  for  support,  &o 

To  amount  received  from  sale  of  articles,  outstanding  accounts,  and  deposits 
made  by  oonviou  on  their  reception 

Cr. 

By  amount  paid  officers,  regular  salaries 

By  amount  paid  officers,  20  per  cent  additional 

By  amount  paid  inspectors,  regular  salaries 

By  amount  paid  for  cluching  and  bedding 

By  amount  paid  for  provisions 

By  amount  paid  for  shoe  factory,  materials,  Slq • 

By  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses 

By  amount  paid  for  horse  feed,  shoeing,  ^... 

By  amount  paid  for  fuel  and  lights 

By  amount  paid  for  building  and  repairs 

By  amount  paid  for  hospitid  expenses , 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts , 

By  amount  refunded  to  discharged  convicts • , 

By  amount  in  United  States  treasury  undrawn 

By  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  warden ......  •••• 


$493  94 

10,550  CO 

2,010  00 

750  00 

6,085  00 

9,515  96 


29,404  90 


10,200  00 

2,040  00 

750  00 

632  18 

4,198  82 

8,357  30 

552  11 

203  07 

1,018  43 

234  61 

122  82 

224  00 

1  11 

141  58 

733  67 

29,404  90 
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UnUed  Slates  PenUenitary,  District  of  Columbia^  in  account  unih  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States^  for  the  quarter  ending  September 
30,  1857. 


Dk. 

T«  MDOiint  io  bandf  of  the  wardea  July  1, 1857 

To  approprUdoo  by  CongreM  for  officers'  regular  lalariet 

To  appropriatioD  by  CongreM  for  offieen,  20  per  cent  additioiial  pay 

To  appropriatioii  by  CongreM  for  inspectore'  regular  talariea 

To  appropriaCioD  by  CongreM  for  support,  Slc 

To  amoant  received  from  sale  of  articles,  outstanding  accounts,  and  deposits 
made  by  con?icts  on  their  reception 

Ca. 

By  amount  paid  officers,  regular  salariM 

By  amount  paid  officers,  20  percent,  additional 

By  amount  paid  inspectors,  regular  salaries 

By  amount  paid  for  clothing  and  bedding 

By  amount  paid  for  proTisions 

By  amount  paid  for  shoe  factory,  materials,  dc« 

By  amount  paid  for  incidental  expenses 

By  amount  paid  for  horse  feed,  shoeing,  Slc 

By  amount  paid  for  fuel  and  lights 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 

By  amount  in  United  States  treasury 

By  amount  in  hands  of  the  warden  .••• 


$733  67 

10,450  00 

2,090  00 

750  00 

4,965  00 

4,196  41 


23,115  06 


2,563  58i 

512  71} 

187  50 

286  03 

1,074  07 

3,982  37 

192  82 

21  34 

768  76 

8  00 

13,132  50 

395  39 

23,115  08 
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REPORT   OP  THE 


Journal  of  convicts  of  the 


No. 


Namef. 


Wheo  receWed, 


Sex  and  eolor. 


Where  born. 


Age. 


Where  oonvieted. 


5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 

23 

24 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
0 


£.  L.  .... 
8.8 


J.  B.  .... 
J.R..-.. 

A.Y 

W.W... 

J.  D 

H.M 

W.  E.  ... 
J.W.M.. 

A.H.G.. 
J.P.  .... 
xC  A.  .... 
A. L. .... 

J.  8 

J.  F.  W. . 

A.  8 

C.  C 

J.  c 

p.  u*  .  .  •  . 

A.A.F... 
G.M 


W.D.. 


J.R..... 
W.W..., 

J.Y 

G  8 

E.H 

E.F.L.. 

G.B 

G.8 

M.A.  S., 
A.  W..., 


G.E 

G.M.... 
G.  W.... 

J.   XI..... 

J.F.  B.. 
J.  M.  M. . 
J.  W.  M. 

J.K 

W.D.... 
J.P.J... 
8.  D... 
M.  B  .- 
C.  W-. 
L.B... 


Jan.  2.1851 
Jan.  16,1851 

Jan.  17,1851 
liar.  18, 1851 

Jan.  10,1852 
AprU23.ia'>2 
Julj  23, 1852 
Aug.  23, 18.52 
Oct.  4,1852 
Feb.    1,1853 

Mar.    1,1853 
.....do...... 

June  27, 1853 
.....do...... 

Aug.  2,1853 
Aug.  16, 1853 
Mar.  6,1854 
Mar  10,1854 
May  16,1854 
Judo  17, 1854 

July  5,1854 
July    7,1854 

July  28, 1854 

Aug.    1,1854 
Dec.  12, 1854 
>•.... do...... 

Dec.  14, 1854 
......  do...... 

Jan.  2,1855 
Feb.    7,1855 

do 

June  26, 1855 
June  30, 1855 

do 

do. 


July    7,1855 
July  17, 1855 
......do.. .... 

SepC.22,  1855 
Oct.  10,  1855 
Dec.  13, 1855 
Deo.  17,  1«55 
Deo.  19, 1855 
Dec.  22,  1855 

do 

Deo.  23, 1855 
Dec.  28, 1855 
Deo.  29, 1855 


Black  woman. 
Mulatto  man.. 


Maryland 
do.. 


White  man  .. 
• . . . • do . • • • • . 

Black  man ... 
White  man... 

do...... 

Black  woman. 
White  man... 
.....do...... 

Black  boy.... 

Mulatto  boy.. 
White  man... 
Mulatto  man.. 
.....do...... 

White  man... 
White  woman. 
White  man... 
......do...... 

I ....  •  iio ...... 

do....^ 

......  do. ••... 

do 

do 


do 

Dift.  of  Columbia. 


do 

Maryland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Maryland 

Illinoii 

North  Carolina... 

Dist  of  Colombia. 

do 

do 


do 

Maryland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Matyland 

PennsyUania . ... 

Ireland 

North  Carolina... 


Maryland 

PennsyWania.  ... 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 


Mulatto  man.. 
Black  man  . . . 
Mulatto  man. 
Black  woman 
White  man... 
.....do...... 

do 


White  woman 
White  man... 
do.... 


Black  man  ... 
......do...... 

do 


Mulatto  man.. 
Black  man  ... 
White  man... 
White  boy..-, 
.....do...... 

Black  man  ... 
White  boy.... 

Black  girl.... 

Black  woman 

White  man .. 

\  B\ao\.  man  . . 


do 

do 

do 

Maryland 

Vir^nia 

Kentucky 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

do 

8cotland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

do 

Virginia 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

do 

do 

do 

Virginia 

Maryland 

Germany 

Virginia 

Dist.  of  Columbia 
do 

.  ..... QO ......  .... 

Vermont 


Washington  .. 

I .... . QO ....  .  . 

......do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

.....do...... 

•  * • « •  QO  a  * • *    «  • 

.....do...... 

Wythe  C.H.,Vn. 
Washington  .. 

.....  do .... • . 

.....do.... .. 

......do....  .*. 

......do.... .. 

do 

......  do ...... 

......do...... 

......  do .... . . 

Raleigh,  N.C.. 

Washibgton  .. 
......do.... .. 

......do...... 

......do.... .. 

......  do,.... .. 

...... do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

......do.... .. 

do 

......do.... .. 

......do....  .. 

......do.... .. 

......QO....  .. 

......do.... .. 

.....do....«. 

Staunton,  Va. 
Washington  .. 

do.... .. 

.....do.... .. 

.....  QO  ....  •  . 

>...••  do...... 

.....do...... 

.....do.... .. 

..••.do.... •• 
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United  States  Penitentiary,  D.  C. 


h 


£ 


Crime. 


Larceny 

AiMult  and  battery  with  intent 

tokiU. 

Larceny 

Auanlt  and  battery  with  intent 

tokiU. 

Larceny 

Murder 

Manslaughter 

Larceny 

Robbing  United  States  mail. . . 
Forgery 


Larceny  . 
—  do.... 
....do..-. 
Burglary. 

Arson 

....do.... 


Term  of 
sentence. 


Yean. 
6 

8 

10 
6 


Life. 


6 


Larceny 

Burglary 

Manslaughter 

Passing  counterfeit  coin. 


Kidnapping 
Forgery  ..., 


Assault  and  battery  with  intent 
to  commit  rape. 

Arson  and  larceny 

Larceny 

....  do. 

Rape , 

Larceny 

False  pretences 

Arson 

do 

Larceny 


.do. 


do 

Burglary 

Larceny 

do 

False  pretences 

Assault  and  battery 

Robbing  United  States  mail. 

Larceny 

Horse  stealing 

Larceny  

do 


..do c 

..do 


6 
74 
10 
6 

4 
4 

5 

44 
12 
12 

6 

44 

4 
10,  from  Nov. 
23,1853. 
-.4 


6 
24 
24 
15 
3 
4 
4 
4 
3 
14 
14 

4 

H 

2 
2 
5 
10 
) 
5 

24 
1 
1 
1 

24 


Employment. 


Cooking . . 


Shoemaking.. 

.  ..... QO ....  .... 


do- 
Cooking. 
Steward. 


Discharged. 


Shoemaking  ... 
..••••do.... ... 


.....  do. ...... 

do 

Baking 

Shoemaking  ... 

Carpenter 

Shoemaking  ... 


Shoemaking  .... 
Blacksmithing  . 
Shoemaking .... 


Gardening 

Shoemaking... 

Carpentry 


do 

Shoemaking 

Laborer 

Shoemaking  ... 


January  1, 1857. 


Died  May  9, 1857. 
March  17, 1857. 


Pardoned     Not. 

14,1856. 

Feb.  28, 1857. 

Do. 


Invalid 

do 

Shoemaking . 


I  ....  a  QO  ....    ...a 

I  ....  a  QO  ....   ...< 

Laborer 

Shoemaking 

Barbering 

Shoemaking  ..., 
......do.... .... 

Carpentry 

Laborer 

Carpentry 

Shoemaking .... 
do 


•  do.**. .... 


Pardoned  March 
3, 1857. 


June  11, 1857. 
Do. 


Oct.  30,  1866. 
Do. 

Oct.  7, 1956. 
July  16, 1K7. 
Do. 


Dec.  13, 1856. 


Deo.  21, 1850. 

Do. 
Dec.  23, 1856. 
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No. 


49 
50 
51 
52 
53 

54 
55 

56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 


63 
64 

65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

n 

73 
74 
75 

76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 


Name. 


Whes  receired. 


J.M 

W.  E.... 

J.J 

G  R 

H.W.... 

C.  P  P.. 
V.O 


J.H 

W.M.... 
W.BB.E. 

C.B 

J.  F 

D.  D..-. 
G.  H.... 

B.C 

J.  B 

J.  W.S.. 
W.  8..-. 
G.  W.... 
J.E.B... 

H.C 

J.  W.  D. 

R.T 

J.  C 

T.K 

W.  C... 
M.  F.  W  . 

T.J 

T.  M  .... 
\j,  v^  • ... . 

LB 

G.C 

L.B 

J.  R 

P.K 

J.  K 

J.  B 

R.  D  .... 
H   F.  K 

J   R 

PC 

W.F.J.. 
J  W.... 
J  W.... 

L.T 

Q.  M.  M. 

J.  S 

G.G 

W  C... 
T.  F 


Deo.  29, 1855 
do 

Jao.  4,1856 
Jan.  15,1^56 
Jan.  24,1856 

Mar.  11,1856 
Mar.  12, 1856 

Mar.  16, 1856 
Mar.  24, 1856 
Mar.  25, 1856 
JuDe  23, 1H56 
June  24, 1856 
June  26, 1856 

Jun^  28, 1856 
June  30, 1(556 
June  27, 1856 
July  8J856 
July  30, 1856 
Aug.  3,1856 
Aug.  8,1856 
do 


Aug.  lit,  1856 
Aug.  31, 1856 
8ept.  12, 1056 
Dec.    6,1856 
Dec.    9,1856 
.....do...... 

Dec.  19, 1856 
Dec.  20, 1856 

do 

Dec.  22, 1856 
do 


Dee.  30, 1856 

do 

.....do...... 

Jan.     6, 1857 
do 


Jan.  16,1857 
Mar.  14,  1857 
......do...... 

do 

Mar.  19, 1857 
Mar.  20,  lc57 
do 


April  1,1857 

...... do 

June    6,1857 
do 


June  18, 1857 
June  2^  1857 


Sex  and  color. 


White  man.. 
Black  boy... 
White  man.. 
Mulatto  man. 
White  man.. 

Black  man  . . 
Mulatto  man. 

Black  boy... 
Black  man.. 
White  man. . 
Black  man  . . 
.....do..... 
White  man.. 


Black  man  . . . 
White  woman. 
White  boy.... 

Bluck  man  . . . 
White  man  . 
.....do...... 

.....do...... 

do 


.....do...... 

Black  man  ... 

do..%.. 

White  man... 
Black  man  . . . 
Black  woman. 
White  man... 
Black  man  ... 
White  man... 


.do. 


.do 

....do 

....do 


.....do..... 
>••... do..... 
do 


......do..... 

.....do..... 

White  boy  .. 
Black  man  . . 
Black  boy... 
White  man.. 
do 


Black  woman 
Black  boy.... 
White  man.., 

do , 

Black  man  . . . 
do 


Where  bom. 


Age 


Ireland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Maryland 

Diat.  of  Columbia. 
Maryland 


Dist.  of  Columbia. 
Havana 


Virginia 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

England 

Maryland 

Ditt.  of  Columbia 
do 


do 

Ireland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Virginia 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

Maryland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

, do 

Virginia 

Disc,  of  Columbia. 

Maryland 

Ireland 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Virginia 

Ireland 

Virginia 

do 

do 

New  York 

Dist.  of  Columbia. 

Virginia 

Ireland 

Virginia 

Germany 

Virginia 

Sweden 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Disc  of  Columbia 

Ireland 

New  York 

DUt.  of  Columbia. 

do 

Pennsylvania 

do 

Virginia 

do 


J.  p do \ ^ .\IS\»X.^>^C^Vimhia.[l9 


Where  convicted. 


Washington  . 

m^.m.dO 

......  do . . . . , 

B  •  V  •  •  •  QCf  •  •  •  •    m 

...... do.... . 

do 

...... uO. . . . . 

......do.... . 

......do.... 

......  do .... 

......  do .... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......  do.... 

.....do 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

.....do.... 

......do.... 

do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

do 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

......do.... 

do.... 

do.... 


.....  do. 
. ....  do . 
. ....  do . 
.....do. 

do . 

do . 

do. 

. ....  do . 

do.. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

.....do. 
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Arson 

Manslaugter 

Assault  and  battery,  with  in- 
tent CO  kill. 

Larceny 

Assault  and  battery,  with  in- 
tent to  kill. 

Larceny  

...do 

Manslaughter 

Larceny 


.do. 


Assault  and  battery  with  intent 
tokiU. 

Larceny  

...do 


...do 

..:do 

Burglary 

False  pretences. 

Larceny  

do 

...do 


Arson  ... 
Larceny  . 
...do.... 


Assault  with  intent  to  kill . .. 

Larceny 

—  do 

....do 

...do 

Manslaughter 

...do 


Larceny  . 
...do... 


.-..do 

do 

Horse  stealing. 

Larceny  

....do 

....do 


..do.. 
..do.. 
..do.. 
..do.. 
..do.. 
..do.. 


.do. 
.do- 
.do. 


Assault  and  battery,  with  in- 
tent to  commit  rape. 
Larceny  ..••  .••..••.. 


24 


6 
6 
6 
5 

H 

1 
2 

H 
H 

5 
5 

n 

4 

2 
3 

1 
1 
li 

6 
6 
3 
1 
4 
4 

3 
H 


Shoemakhig  ... 

do 

Carpentry 

Sho^making  ... 
Carpentry 

Laborer 

8huemaking  ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Invalid 

8hoemaking... 

>..*•• QO ....  ... 

Carpentry 

Shoemaking... 

do 

Tailoring 

Shoemaking... 

do 

do 

Labi»rer 

Shoemaking  ... 
......do.... ... 

do 

Carpentry 

Laborer 

Shoemaking... 

Carpentry 

Shoemaking  ... 
do 

......  QO  ...  a   ■  •  • 

do 

Barbering 

Invalid 

Carpentry 

Laborer 

Shoemaking... 

do 

di» 

do 

do 

Carpt»ntry 

Shoemaking... 
......do.... ... 

......  QO .... . . . < 

>•■•••  GO  .  •  •  •    a  •  •  ' 


Dec.  30,  1856. 
June  30, 1657. 


Sept.  11,  1857. 


liarch  16, 1857. 
March  24,  li:«7 

June  23, 1857. 

Pardoned  March 

3,  1857. 
June  27, 1^7. 
June  30,  1857. 

July  7, 1857. 
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H«. 

Vaoie. 

WMcro  bofB. 

I 

Ace.|Wh0re  eomietod. 

100 

E  B 

J.  B 

J.T.J... 

W.W.C. 

Jolf    3,1857     BbekwoBan. 
JiiJj2S,l857     BUekmaa... 
Sept.  23, 1857     White  man. .. 

86pt.23,1^7   do 

Yirgraifi 

17 

Waaldngtoo  .... 

do 

do........ 

WhMiiiig,ya... 

101 
102 

103 

Ditt.  of  ColambU. 
Maryland 

Pfluujrlraiiia 

19 
24 

40 

RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  cootIcU  io  the  peniteotiarjr  September  30, 1^6 72 

Number  of  cooncu  rec«Ted  dariof  the  year 31 


Nmnber  diaebarged  by  expiration  of  sentenee 24 

Number  pardoned 3 

Nnmber  died 1 


103 


Nomber  remaining  in  the  penitentiary  September  30, 1857 


75 


Shoemakiog... 
Barbering  .... 

Cooking 

Blackamithing . 

Bakiog 

Steward 

Invalids 

Tailoring 

Laboriog . 


Carpentry,  (farmed  out). . 
Women  ahoe  binding,  &o. 
Gardening 


40 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
4 

12 
7 
1 


75 
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il 


Crime. 


Ltroeny 

...do 

AtMult  and  battery,  with  in- 
tent to  idll. 
Felony 


Term  of 
■entenee. 


Yean, 

H 
3 

4 

10 


EmploymMit. 


DUohftrged. 


Shoemaking . 
....••do.... ■ 


.do. 


RECAPITULATION— OoDdnned. 


Knmber  of  oonWets  born  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Maryland 

Virginia 

PennaylTania 

Ireland 

Crermany 

England 

Scotland 

Sweden 

Havana 

New  York 

lUinoii 

North  Carolina 

Kentucky 

Vermont 


85 

13 

15 

5 

5 


75 


K^unber  of  wbite  men. ... 
black  men.... 
white  women . 
black  women. 


45 

23 

2 

5 

75 


49 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHAPLAIN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Odober  1,  1857. 

Sni:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  gubmit  the  following  re- 
port of  the  moral  condition  of  the  convicts  in  the  United  States  peni- 
tentiary, for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1867.  It  will  necessarily 
1)0  brief,  as  I  have  been  connected  with  the  institution  only  a  short 
time. 

The  prisoners,  generally,  listen  attentively  to  preaching  every  Sab- 
bath, and  I  trust  they  do  not  hear  altogether  in  vain.  I  found,  when 
I  entered  upon  the  sacred  duties  of  my  office,  a  few  of  them  who  ap- 
peared to  be  sincerely  trying  to  conform  their  lives  to  the  precepts  of 
the  Gk)8^1,  and  who  gave  evidence  of  having  experienced,  in  some 
degree,  its  saving  power.  Since  then  one  has  made  a  profession  of 
faith  in  Christ,  and  has  received  baptism.  The  administration  of 
this  ordinance  was  witnessed  with  solemn  interest  by  nearly  all  his 
fellow-convicts.  May  we  not  hope  to  see  many  of  these  erring  men, 
influenced  by  Divine  truth,  return  to  the  ways  of  virtue? 

There  is  no  Sunday  school  in  the  prison  ;  but  there  are  two  Bible 
classes,  taught  by  the  chaplain ;  and  the  prisoners  who  regularly  take 
their  places  in  these,  evince  a  most  commendable  desire  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  I  have  visited  the  penitentiary  several 
times  each  week,  spending  from  one  to  two  hours  at  each  visit  in  con- 
versation with  the  prisoners  after  they  had  been  locked  in  their  cells. 
They  all  expressed  pleasure  to  see  me,  and,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
were  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  to  converse  on  religious  subjects. 
So  far  as  I  have  yet  observed,  those  who  are  the  most  ignorant  have 
shown  the  greatest  indifference  to  such  topics. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  considerable  addition  to  the  prison 
library  is  much  needed.  In  fact,  there  should  be  a  new  library.  The 
present  one  comprises  about  five  hundred  volumes;  many  of  them 
small  works,  with  inferior  binding.  The  books  are  all  much  worn 
and  defaced  ;  hence,  while  many  are  altogether  worthless,  the  condi- 
tion of  others  renders  it  impossible  for  the  person  having  charge  of 
them  to  detect  those  who  may  do  them  additional  injury.  Now,  new 
books  sufficient  in  number  to  form  a  library  of  themselves,  properly 
numbered  and  placed  under  the  care  of  one  officer,  could  be  preserved 
from  abuse  more  easily  than  if  mingled  with  those  already  defaced. 

The  Board  of  Inspectors  have  recently  afforded  the  prisoners  a  very 
valuable  advantage  by  causing  the  prison  to  be  lighted  for  a  few  hours 
each  evening,  thus  enabling  them  to  see  to  read.  Should  they  not, 
therefore,  have  more  books,  in  order  that  they  may  improve  it?  Some 
spelling  books  are  greatly  wanted,  as  there  are  some  who  cannot  read, 
but  who  seem  very  desirous  to  learn. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
facilities  afforded  me  for  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  by  yourself  and 
the  subordinate  officers  of  the  prison. 
Respectfully, 

H.  N.  SIPES, 
Chaplain  U.  S.  Pententiary. 

Thomas  Thobnlby,  Esq., 

Warden  U.  S.  Fenitentiary. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  MATRON. 


Fbmalb  Department  op  the  U.  S.  Penitbntiart, 
Waahington,  October  1,  1857. 

Sir:  There  is  so  little  change  in  the  concerns  and  transactions  of 
this  department  during  the  year,  that  I  have  but  little  opportunity  of 
furnishing  a  report  varying  from  the  one  presented  this  time  twelve 
months.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1856,  there  were  eight  convicts  here. 
Since  that  time,  four  have  been  discharged  and  three  received,  leaving 
seven  at  the  close  of  last  month,  showing  a  decrease  of  one  as  com- 
pared with  the  last  year. 

Those  confined  here  now  are  employed  as  follows:  washing  and 
ironing,  four ;  house-cleaning  and  making  clothing  for  the  male  con- 
victs, one;  shoe-binding,  one;  mending  male  convicts  clothing,  one. 
You  see  by  this  statement  almost  all  their  work  is  for  the  male  de- 
partment, and  it  is  owing  to  this  cause  that  so  small  an  amount  of 
cash  is  received  from  here  during  the  year.  Notwithstanding  this, 
the  female  convicts'  labor  benefits  the  institution  very  much.  They 
bind  all  the  shoes  that  are  sent  to  them  from  the  shoe  department, 
wash,  iron,  and  mend  the  male  convicts'  apparel,  besides  washing  for 
a  few  customers,  keeping  the  building  neat  and  clean,  and  attending 
to  their  own  wants,  &c.  These  duties  keep  them  constantly  busy ; 
and  to  prove  to  you  that  they  have  not  been  allowed  to  be  idle,  I  will 
here  give  you  an  account  of  the  work  they  have  done  during  the  past 
year : 

Shoes  bound,  1,067  pairs. 

Clothes  washed  and  ironed,  2,093  dozen. 

Clothes  mended,  394  dozen. 

Clothes  made,  150  pieces. 

Though  they  have  accomplished  so  much,  still  there  have  been 
many  difficulties  to  encounter  calculated  to  discourage  them  and  make 
the  duties  of  the  matron  still  more  trying. 

It  matters  not  what  quantity  of  work  is  sent  here,  it  is  always  sup- 
posed it  will  be  ready  the  moment  it  is  called  for.  Sometimes  it  has 
been  the  case  that  some  of  the  convicts  have  been  sick,  or  punished, 
perhaps  those  who  best  understand  the  work,  yet,  the  regular  quan- 
tity was  expected.  At  present  there  is  only  one  good  shoe-binder  in 
this  department,  the  others  having  left  when  their  time  expired.  Two 
of  the  convicts  lately  received  are  learning  to  bind  shoes,  but  they  are 
very  slow ;  still,  all  demands  have  been  answered.  I  would  here  call 
your  particular  attention  to  the  total  want  in  this  department  of  all 
conveniences  for  carrying  on  any  kind  of  work  properly.  The  wash- 
house  is  entirely  too  small  and  its  fixtures  almost  unfit  for  use.  The 
boilers  attached  are  very  old  and  without  cover.  There  is  but  a  small 
yard  in  which  to  dry  clothes,  so  that  the  convicts  are  compelled  to 
make  use  of  the  galleries  for  that  purpose,  thus  causing  much  delay 
and  extra  trouble. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  convicts  under  my  charge,  I  have  in  general 
found  them  very  respeclM.  Som^  o^  t\vem  have  very  violent  tempers 
when  raised,  or,  as  they  term  \t,  ^\i«\i  ^^v^l  ^^^  ^^\Ti\Kt!tet^''  mth  by 
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their  fellow-convicts.  Sometimes  when  they  have  given  way  to  these 
feelings,  to  preserve  any  order,  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  use  of 
the  only  punishment  allowed — confinement  in  their  cells,  or  the 
dungeon  ;  bat  as  they  generally  soon  show  signs  of  repentance,  and 
seem  sorry  for  causing  trouble,  they  were  not  punished  any  length  of 
time. 

When  first  received,  some  of  the  convicts  are  very  sullen,  and  refuse 
to  work ;  others  again  are  very  quarrelsome,  as  was  the  case  with 
the  last  received ;  she  has  been  very  unruly  since  her  entrance,  and 
her  example  has  had  a  bad  effect  upon  others,  causing  them  to  mis- 
behave ;  but  as  I  have  generally  succeeded  in  managing  the  others  by 
firmness  and  kindness,  I  am  in  hopes,  by  exercising  the  same  treat- 
ment towards  her,  she  will  in  a  short  time  submit  to  the  rules. 

The  building,  cells,  etc.,  are  clean  and  orderly,  and  the  convicts 
seem  to  take  much  pleasure  in  keeping  them  so.  Owing  to  the  con- 
stant attention  of  the  doctor,  their  health  has  been  in  general  good. 
The  new  Board  of  Inspectors  often  visit  this  part  of  the  prison  ;  they 
evidently  take  much  interest  in  the  convicts,  and  I  feel  much  in  lebted 
to  them  for  the  kind  encouragement  they  have  given  me.  Allow  me 
to  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  aid  and  kindness  in  my  trying  position 
during  the  past  year  ;  I  also  feel  much  obliged  to  the  officers  for  their 
assistance.  I  have  endeavored,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  perform  my 
duty  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 
With  much  respect, 

E.  F.  MARCERON,  Matron. 

Thomas  Thornlby,  Esq.,  Warden, 
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REPORT  OF  ENGINEER  IN  CIUE6E  OF  LiniE  FALLS  BRIDCB. 


Washington,  October  19,  1857. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  work  upon  the  bridge 
across  the  Potomac,  at  the  Little  Falls,  is  now  progressing  satisfacto- 
rily, and  that,  with  average  working  weather,  the  masonry  will  be 
completed  during  the  present  season. 

Piers  Nos.  3  and  5,  and  the  Maryland  abutment,  are  finished.  Pier 
No.  4  will  be  finished  in  about  twelve,  and  pier  No.  6  in  about  twenty- 
six  working  days.  No.  7,  which  is  the  nearest  pier  to  the  Maryland 
abutment,  and  stands  immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  tow-path  ban)[  of 
the  canal^  is  begun  to-day,  and  in  forty  working  days  I  expect  to 
finish  it. 

By  reference  to  my  report  of  18th  November  last  to  your  predeces- 
sor, it  will  be  perceived  that  the  progress  of  the  work  has  been  much 
slower  than  I  had  hoped  and  promised ;  that,  *^  unless  retarded  by  an 
unfavorable  winter  and  a  late  spring  freshet,"  the  beginning  of  August 
was  the  time  which  I  then  fixed  for  the  accomplishment  of  what  I  now 
expect  to  have  done  by  the  middle  of  December.  The  winter  was  far 
more  unfavorable  than  the  average  winters  of  this  latitude  ;  and  on  the 
8th  of  February  occurred  a  freshet  higher  than  any  ever  before  known 
at  the  Little  Falls,  which  destroyed  the  bridge  across  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  and  deposited  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  low 
grounds  between  the  cauJil  and  the  river  a  mass  of  ice  from  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  in  depth.  This  ice  field  remained,  covering  the  site  of  the 
bridge,  and  preventing  any  work  on  the  masonry  of  the  piers,  until 
it  was  removed  by  a  great  freshet  on  the  6th  of  May.  From  the  6th 
of  May  to  the  3d  of  July  was  a  succession  of  heavy  rains  and  freshets, 
causing  interruptions  of  the  work  equal  to  one-half  the  whole  time. 
After  the  freshet  of  July  3,  the  weather  became  more  favorable,  and 
the  river  gradually  subsided  to  its  usual  summer  size  ;  by  that  time, 
however,  owing  to  the  near  approach  of  the  sickly  season,  the  well- 
known  unhealthiness  of  our  locality,  and  the  great  demand  in  Wash- 
ington for  masons  and  stone-cutters,  I  found  it  impossible,  though  I 
advertised  repeatedly  in  the  newspapers,  to  attract  a  sufficient  force  of 
mechanics  to  the  work.  To  raise  the  rate  of  wages  while  the  govern- 
ment was  carrying  on  such  extensive  works  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, seemed  to  me  to  be  impolitic  with  reference  to  the  larger  in- 
terest of  those  works,  even  if  I  could  have  been  sure  that  the  small  in- 
terest under  my  charge  would  have  derived  permanent  advantage  from 
such  a  measure.  Within  the  past  few  weeks  the  necessity  of  adver- 
tising for  mechanics  has  ceased.  Men  are  coming  here  from  a  distance  ; 
many  from  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  applications  for  em- 
ployment are  so  numerous  now  that  we  could  have  a  larger  force  than 
in  our  confined  space  we  can  work  to  advantage. 

The  work  of  the  superstructure  of  the  bridge  is  well  advanced.  The 
matenaX  is  all  delivered  and  paid  for,  and  the  framing  of  five  of  the 
BIX  spans  is  completed  and  i^avdiox^ 
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The  contractors  are  boand  to  have  the  bridge  erected  '^  within  thirty 
days  after  it  shall  have  been  notified  to  them  by  the  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  work  that  the  piers  and  abutment  are  ready  to  receive  the  su- 
perstructure of  the  bridge."  I  propose  to  give  them  such  notice  as 
shall  set  them  at  work  upon  the  erection  of  the  bridge  by  the  1st  of 
November,  enabling  them  to  have  three  spans  up  by  the  Ist  of  January, 
and  the  three  remaining  spans  (completing  the  bridge)  by  the  1st  of 
March.  To  require  them  to  erect  six,  or  even  three  spans,  in  thirty 
days,  might  greatly  damage  them  without  efiSectine  any  public  benefit. 

In  my  report  of  18th  November  last,  I  remarked  :  **  Tho  appropria- 
tion may  possibly  hold  out  to  complete  the  work.  I  fear,  however, 
that  there  will  be  a  small  deficiency."  **  »»***»» 
With  an  additional  appropriation  of  '^  ten  thousand  dollars  I  would  be 
sure  of  my  ability  to  complete  and  perfect  the  work.  Whether  it  be 
made  or  not,  every  unnecessary  expenditure  shall  be  avoided." 

Every  unnecessary  expenditure  has  been  avoided  ;  every  true  econo- 
my has  been  practiced.  I  have  not  deemed  it  any  part  of  mv  duty  to 
eke  out  a  present  appropriation  by  doing  bad  work  in  a  locality  so  ex- 
posed, from  which  successive  floods  have  swept  away  causeways  and 
piers  of  previous  structures,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  build,  if  possible, 
what  no  force  of  flood  and  ice  can  ever  remove,  and  in  this  I  hope  and 
believe  I  have  succeeded. 

The  appropriation  holds  out  better  than  I  expected.  From  a  care- 
ful survey  and  remeasurement,  made  within  the  last  week,  I  estimate 
that  an  additional  appropriation  of  four  thousand  dollars  will  do  all 
that  was  contemplated  by  Congress. 

The  property  of  the  government  at  the  bridge  may,  at  a  very  reason- 
able estimate,  be  expected  to  sell  for  two  thousand  dollars,  which  would 
leave  an  actual  deficiency  of  but  two  thousand  dollars,  an  amount  not 
exceeding  the  positive  damage  which  the  work  has  sufiered  from  the 
flood,  by  delays,  by  destruction  of  materials,  and  the  carrying  away 
of  the  canal  bridge,  which  we  were  obliged  to  rebuild. 

The  contractors  for  the  superstructure  receive  for  the  materials  of 
each  span  $2,666,  for  framing  and  workmanship  of  each  span  $2,333, 
and  for  the  erection  of  each  span  $2,311.  By  the  time  they  will  be 
ready  to  begin  the  erection  of  the  last  two  spans,  we  will  have  sold 
out  our  efiects,  and  will  know  exactly  the  amount  of  deficiency. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RANDOLPH  COTLE, 
CivU  Engineer,  in  charge  of  LUtle  Folia  Bridge. 

Hon.  Ji^coB  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
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